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HOW TO STAY PREPARED WITH

ONE HAND TIED BEHIND
YOUR BACK.
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e MID-FOLDING HUNTER -

When you get to that next project on is simpler. Once it’s in hand, you’ll find that
your list and pull out our new mid-folding the stainless steel thumb studs make opening
hunter knife, you're in for a different Case and closing a cinch. Of course, it offers the
experience. For starters, it can be clipped to same unsurpassed craftsmanship you expect
your pocket (shirt, pants, jacket—your call), of a Case knife. And, ultimately, one more
so even the act of finding your favorite knife reason why you’re the best man for the job.
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It's More Than Form And Function.

It Goes Beyond The Edge

of Knives. It's Persondl.

It's Benchmade.

SWITCHBACKT™

— Qur first duél

blade offering, this synthesis of fluid
curves, mechanical motion and
advanced technologies is a distinctive

assertion of mind over matter. The 927

fits the pocket with all the right stuff,
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This Is Your Column! And we want to know what you think.
Do you like what you’ve read in BLADE®? Do you have a
complaint? A suggestion? An opinion you'd like to share with
the largest knife audience in the world? Mail your comments to:

Sirloin Taste, Burger Budget

I’Ve been reading your excellent maga-
zine for several years now, and every-
thing I know about knives and other edged
tools I've learned from the pages of
BLADE® every month. After a while, I
became familiar with many fine knifemak-
ers, suppliers and others in this vast family
of people who appreciate knives.

I’'m partially disabled and live in a very
small town. I collect disability checks that
keep my son and I sheltered and fed. Occa-
sionally, there will be a few dollars left.
Then I like to try and buy a knife for my
extremely modest collection. Though I'd
really like to be able to buy handmade or
even some of the high-end factory knives,
I’m more likely to buy a nice, real inex-
pensive knife from Ruko or Magnum,
sometimes even a Meyerco or Camp USA.
Each company offers fairly inexpensive
but functional assortments of knives.

It’s not as frustrating as it may seem to
have sirloin taste on a hamburger budget.
I’'ve been lucky enough to actually buy or
have given to me a few nice knives—
mostly older-style English factory pieces. |
even managed to buy a Spyderco once.

Anyway, BLADE gives me an eye on
the world of knives, knifemakers and
what’s to come in the world of cutlery. And
while I may never have the means or
opportunity to actually obtain a knife like
those featured in BLADE, I’ve learned to
be happy just to read, learn and talk to
others who are also interested in knives.

So thank you very much for your fine
magazine—my link to the wide world of
knives and other edged tools, the creators
of these fantastic pieces, and last, but
certainly not least, my teacher of metal-
lurgy, Mr. Wayne Goddard.

Maybe someday a knife show will be
held somewhere near where I live and I
may even get the chance to meet some of
the folks I know through the pages of
BLADE. 1f not, well, there’s a nice couple
of Muela knives at the local sporting goods
store that I’ve been studying—and, of
course, BLADE every month.

If I’'m talking to another knife collec-
tor, I usually test his knowledge to see
what I can learn, but if he has no idea who
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the space available.

BLADE, RPO. Box 789, Ooltewah, TN 37363-0789, or visit our
Web site: www.blademag.com or e-mail: blademagazine @
krause.com. We reserve the right to edit your comments to fit

LETTER OF THE MONTH

’m an old warrior, a patriotic American,

and it may be incidental that I operate
TOPS Knives Co. As I, too, still shake my
head at the events unfolding since 9/11, I
wonder how our great country can tell who
the bad guys are. Most of us probably agree
that terrorism in general is the “big, bad
one.”

Meanwhile, some of us in the free-er
world are being set upon by a certain type
of terrorist, not new, but scathingly old—
the knockoff artist.

As a relative newcomer to the world of
knives, [’'m aware that many reputable
knifemakers—handmade and factory—
make a genuine effort to consult and have
open dialogue if they think that they may be
infringing to a major degree on another
knifemaker’s or knife company’s style. This
appears to be a general courtesy in the
industry. “Let’s face it,” says Rob Simonich,
a friend and a great knife guy, “there are
just so many things you can do to a piece of
steel with a point and handle on it.”

Nonetheless, both makers and buyers
are seeing an increasing number of knock-
offs. However, some of the knockoffs have
gone too far.

Recently, at a New York knife show, our
friends at Strider Knives confronted an indi-
vidual who, without Strider’s permission,
had made an exact copy of several of
Strider’s existing models, with the exact
duplication of the “Strider” name on each
one! When representatives of Strider
confronted the individual, he responded that
he was trying to show how well he could do
work for Strider, which is total bull. The
fact is that this individual and a few others
have been flooding the market with their
knives without any regard for Strider, TOPS
or anyone else. Amazing how fast the bull
flows when such a person is confronted by a
real man, isn’t it?

At TOPS, we, too, have seen an increase
in the exact duplication of three of our

models. (As for the old saying, “Copying is
the greatest form of flattery”—that’s bull,
too!) The knives are being brought into the
USA, Canada and Europe, and stamped on
the blade as “TOPS-Tactical OPS.” As the
exact duplicates surfaced, I started to
contact the importers. As you would expect,
they claimed total ignorance of the situa-
tion, followed by total denial to the distribu-
tion of the knives. After a short period—and
after I notified Customs, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce and the FBI—the
importers are now busy painting over the
TOPS name on the offending knives.

It’s of note that the country of origin of
the knives seems invariably to be the same.

Realistically, how can a couple of
makers of tactical folders and straight
knives stem the tide of exact duplicate
knives coming into America? What such
makers have on their side in this present
climate of worldwide tension and uncer-
tainty is a grassroots movement of a grow-
ing number of hard-core Americans who
are, in fact, reacting to the situation. We at
TOPS can measure this in small part by the
volume of calls we receive and the postings
on the Internet cutlery forums that reflect
these sentiments.

We at TOPS are most concerned that
some unscrupulous individual would claim
to be a TOPS dealer, sell knives at 20-times
profit, imply that the knockoffs were
covered by a TOPS warranty and were of
the proper quality, and made to TOPS’
exacting specifications.

All we at TOPS can do is advise the
distributors and the buying public of the
most important fact in these difficult times:
“Your life may, indeed, depend upon your
knife.” If you buy one of the exact knockoff
knives, it may fail you in a life-or-death
situation. Buy a good knife from a reputable
company or its authorized agent. If you find
some incredible deal, remember: “If it
seems too good to be true, it usually is.”

Mike Fuller, TOPS Knives

Bill Moran, Bob Loveless, Bob Dozier or
any of the other prominent knifemakers
are, then I can only assume that he ought
to do some reading, so I lend him a couple
of BLADE magazines with the admonition

to read them and learn. I think that’s pretty
good advice for anyone.

Ted Young (address n/a)
BLADE
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cover story

his issue’s cover knife made by R.W.

“Ron” Clark features a Liquidmetal
blade. Ron was the first knifemaker to
contact and cooperate with Liquidmetal
Technologies, a California company
marketing a metal that is non-magnetic,
non-ferrous and, thus, rust resistant.
Furthermore, company representatives
claim that Liquidmetal has the potential to
be cast into finished scalpels and knife
blades with no grinding, forging or initial
honing required.

The blade of Clark’s Model 10
Camp/Hunter was not cast, and no molds
have been made for casting knife blades.
Instead, Clark profiled, cut, ground and
satin finished the Liquidmetal blade from
sheet stock. The knife also features dove-
tailed 416 stainless bolsters, a stabilized-
buckeye-burl handle and mosaic pins. The
maker’s list price: $375.

“The casting properties are the most
impressive aspect of LM1 [Liquidmetal],”
Clark says. “I’d never heard of a metal that
could be cast into sharpened scalpels and
figured it was worth looking into, so I
called the company and started research-
ing it. Together with knifemaker Trace
Rinaldi, I put this stuff through the
paces.”

To read more about Liquidmetal, see the
related story on page 12. For more informa-
tion on the cover knife, contact R.W. Clark,
Dept. BLS, 1069 Golden Meadow, Corona,
CA 92882 (909) 279-4394.

The cover knife photo is by Bob Best.
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Collector —
Series
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SCEIATT & MORGAN COLLECTIBLES - SERIIES X

In jubilant celebration of the founding of Schatt and Morgan Cutlery Company 100
years ago, we proudly introduce Series Xll for 2002. This is unquestionably the finest
collector-quality set of pocketknives available anywhere! Buy a favorite pattern of
your choosing or ... better yet ... buy the complete set of seven knives and receive an

attractive display case with our compliments.
S I = A i

052221 Senator WP

152221 Senator BP
2 Blades * 3-1/4" Closed 2 Blades " 3-1/4" Closed

14113L 3L Lockback Hunter
1 Blade " 4" Closed

- g-« ,{
141112 SmaII Toothplck
1 Blade " 4™ Closed

i i R

143229 Equal-End Whittler |
3 Blades " 3-3/4" Closed
3 Bk

143229 Straight Jack —

2 Blades |
3-1/2" Closed ||/ Display
e 420HC Mirror Polished  \, /| Case FREE
Blades (56-58Rc) / with the

lpurchase of a
| | complete set
. of Series XIl.

e Nickel Silver Bolsters °
Brass Liners

e S&M Gift Boxes
5 Star Quality

P.O. Box 500 * Franklinville, NY 14737

m 800-222-5233 * 716-676-5527

% ' i FAX: 800-299-2618 E-mail: SalesOKC@aol.com
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Hen & Rooster?,
maker of the world's
finest German-made

cutlery since 1845,
is available in the
United States
exclusively from

Frost Cutlery ComT:mny.

you've grown to trus
Case® Igm alcon®,

ipaway™, ¢

Selu'ade® DMT"', EZ-lap™, Bu

Blademaster®, Kershaw® and more

CALL US FOR
A DEALER IN YOUR AREA:

1-800-251-7768
or visit our web site at www.fcdistributors.com
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There’s nothing convenient about hunting. You call for a gobbler, wait hours, and if you're
lucky enough to get a shot, you still have to clean him, bag him and hike back to the truck.
Thankfully, you wouldn’t have it any other way. Because in a world with supermarkets on every
corner, it’s good to know there are still forests left where you can get your own take-out food.
And when the time comes to share a little of your bounty with the loved ones, Gerber makes
essential tools for processing it, like the Gator®°Fixed Blade. It has a non-slip handle, a drop point

blade and a ballistic nylon sheath that fits great on the belt of the pants you're proud to be wearing.
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M By Steve Shackleford

Bucl’s Move: What,
Where, When & Why

he announcement this past Jan. 14 by
TBuck Knives that it will move its

entire knifemaking operation from El
Cajon, California, to Post Falls, Idaho, was
no bombshell to local and industry
observers. There had been reports in local
newspapers that the long-time manufac-
turer was considering a move to Idaho.
Plus, previous moves by California-based
knife companies to the business-friendly
American Northwest—Benchmade and
SOG Specialty Knives, to name two—
already had set a precedent. The

described it. The result is quality knives

made at reduced costs in a minimum of

time, adding further to the company’s
response rate. Buck officials had hoped the
concept would help prevent a move to a
new location. However, the Golden State’s
volatile energy situation and exorbitant
overhead costs, plus elections this past
November that installed California legisla-
tors which Buck said are unfriendly to
business, pushed the manufacturer north to
Idaho.

questions were less “if” than
“when” and “why.” The “when”
will be the first quarter of 2004.
The “why” is a bit more involved.
“The simple truth is that we
can continue to achieve and
surpass our goals more effectively
in Idaho than in California,” noted
C.J. Buck, president and CEO of
Buck Knives. “In Idaho, utility [S2}
rates are 60 percent lower, workers
comp costs are 40 percent less, and
wages and benefits are 20-30 RS
percent less. These major savings ,
are hard to ignore in an increas- [
ingly competitive marketplace.”
Savings on utilities and workers
compensation alone could exceed

Buck added.

release, Buck Knives achieved
increases of 10 percent in sales
revenue and 18 percent in units out
the door in 2002. A key element in
the increases, Buck said, is the concept of
lean manufacturing. Basically, lean manu-
facturing relies on two key ingredients:
pull and flow. “Pull means as you sell
something you replace it, so the market-
place pulls inventory through the facility,”
he explained. “That keeps us lean and
responsive.” Flow, meanwhile, is the build-
ing of knives one at a time one process at a
time in “bucket-brigade fashion,” as Buck
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Where is Post Falls and why did Buck
Knives choose it for its new home? The
city is situated between Spokane, Washing-
ton, and Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, in the
northwest corner of the state. Its cost of
living alone is 30 percent below that of El
Cajon and the surrounding San Diego area.
Bend, Oregon, was also a finalist in the
great move sweepstakes, but Buck officials
chose Post Falls because it seemed more

; ; i)
half-a-million dollars annually, Buck Knives will move its entire knifemaking operation to Post
Falls, Idaho, from EI Cajon, California, in the first quarter of
According to a company news 2004. With a plaque of Blade Magazine Cutlery Hall-Of-Famer©
Al Buck in the background, company president C.J. Buck
holds the Family Favorites Collection, a set of four knives
representing each generation of the Buck knifemaking family.

business friendly over the long haul. “This
was a business model to make us competi-
tive for the next 10 years,” Buck observed.

What does the move mean for those
who buy Buck knives? “We still need to
manufacture thousands of knives and we
certainly have no planned layoffs,” the
company CEO maintained. “When the
move takes place, we will encourage key
personnel to relocate with the company.”
About 25 percent of the manufacturer’s
250 employees are expected to make the
move, employees whom Buck said
are crucial to helping the
company make the transition with
no fall-off in production or qual-
ity. As for the employees left
behind, the company was in the
process of working on incentive
plans during the transition, includ-
ing severance and stay-on
bonuses. Meanwhile, the move
should result in anywhere from
150-200 new jobs in Post Falls,
Buck noted.

As for the company’s 4 1/2-
acre manufacturing plant and the
10 acres on which it sits in El
N Cajon, it was on the market as

BLADE® was going to press. The
asking price: $9 million.

The move will end Buck
Knives’ stay of three-and-a-half
decades in El Cajon and will
come two years after the company
celebrated the centennial of the
first knife made by Hoyt Buck.
The history of it all isn’t lost on
C.J. Buck and, understandably, the move
looms as the massive undertaking that it
will be.

“Right now, it just looks like a whole
lot of work,” he smiled, “but it’s also excit-
ing.”

An entire industry will be watching to
see how the move will play out and what
the effects on one of its headline knife
manufacturers will be. BLADE
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¢__)  BLADE’breaks the story about
| e a liquid metal that can be



here’s only one knifemaker
using it. There’s only one
company known to produce it.
The metal is said to be more
than twice as strong as tita-
nium. It is non-magnetic, non-ferrous and,
thus, rust resistant, and hard enough to cut,
cut, cut. Liquidmetal, or LM1, can be cast
into sharp, finished knife blades with no
grinding, forging or initial honing
required. All that’s needed are the molds,
the technology, and a few handles
and rivets to hold the finished -

Liquidmetal, or LM1,
seems to be a break-
through blade material
that could turn some
heads. The metal starts
as a liquid and has the
potential to be cast into
finished knife blades with
no grinding, forging or
initial honing required.
This issue’s cover knife
comes from the hands of
knifemaker R.W. “Ron”’
Clark and parades a
satin-finished LM1 blade,
dovetailed-416-stainless-
steel bolsters, a stabi-
lized-buckeye-burl handle
and mosaic pins. His list
price: $375.

blades in place!

What is this stuff? According to
published reports, Liquidmetal
is just what its name g
implies—a liquid metal with
a surprising lack of grain
structure. When ordinary metals,
including steel, cool after initial
forging or heat-treating, they form
grain structures, or crystals, where atoms
are bonded together. The bonds are
the metal’s weak points, places
where it could crack and rust.
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Full color images of
40-150 different
knives each week.

Text listing of over
1,000 knives each

month. Monthly knife
auction.

Taking orders for
featured handmade
knives including
e D'Holder
e Steve Voorhis °
e Joe Pardue °
e Jim Behring °
other great makers

Cuttingedge.com is a

great way to find new

knives including great

using knives, hard to

find pieces and one of
a kind collectibles.

editor@cuttingedge.com

479-631-0120*

COM.
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Discovered in 1992 by the California
Institute of Technology, Liquidmetal is
composed of titanium, copper, nickel, zirco-
nium and beryllium, elements that don’t
bond together neatly into crystals. Even
when cooled slowly, the elements remain
jumbled, as in liquid or glass. According to
the Lake Forest, California, company instru-
mental in bringing LM1 to the forefront,
Liquidmetal Technologies claims that
Liquidmetal can potentially be cast into
scalpel-sharp blades.

Another key player is knifemaker R.W.
“Ron” Clark, who read the published reports
and initiated talks with Liquidmetal Tech-
nologies about making LM1 knife blades.
“Right now, we’re trying to measure the
interest in the knife market. I met with Ron

who lives nearby me,” says Jerry Croopnick,
director of research and development at
Liquidmetal Technologies. “He made up
some knives with LM1 Liquidmetal blades,
and we did some testing on edge-holding
capabilities. It looks promising, and we’re
exploring where we can go from here.”

Since pre-cast blades are not yet avail-
able from Liquidmetal Technologies, Clark
cuts blade profiles from sheet stock, grinds
them and applies a bead-blast or satin finish.
This issue’s cover knife is a Clark Model 10
Camp/Hunter, featuring a satin-finished
LMI1 blade, dovetailed 416 stainless
bolsters, a stabilized-buckeye-burl handle
and mosaic pins. His list price: $375.

Clark is exultant. “Guaranteed, I’'m the
only maker using Liquidmetal blades,” he

R.W. “Ron” Clark enlisted
fellow knifemaker Trace
Rinaldi to help him perform
some unscientific cutting
tests on a Liquidmetal
knife blade. Among other
accomplishments, with the
blade reaching 50Rc on the
Rockwell hardness scale,
Clark and Rinaldi were able
to make 100 push cuts
through 1-inch manila
rope. Clark’s Model 6
Dropped Point Hunter
features a bead-blasted
LM1 blade and a black-
textured-G-10 handle.

The maker’s list price:

MAY 2003
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e Precise engineering and CNC machining
CRYOEDGE™ tempering process at -300° F for
extremely high edge retention

State-of-the-art handle material

Recessed liner springs for an extra slim profile

Blade can he opened with either the left or right hand
Ball bearing detente for secure closure

Stainless steel, skeletonized pocket clip o

Designed by custom knifemaker and expert
engraver Fred Carter’; of Wichita Falls,
Texas, two time president of the
Knifemaker’s Guild with over 25 years of
knifemaking experience. The FCOOO1LTD
is reproduced from the original handmade
custom knife. The original engraving plate
is precisely reproduced by a high resolution
laser. Every line and crosshatch is

3 : captured in exacting detail.
FCOOOILTD
pocket clip W
% ! i ™
Fred Carter™ designs also available:

FC0001 FC0002 FCO003R ,  FC0004BL FC0005B FC0006 FC0007 FC0008 -

= o See our full line of Fred Carter™ knives at knife dealers worldwide. Dealer inquiries
invited, call 1-800-548-0835 and ask for Dept. BLO5, or fax 865-428-2267.

Exclusively from United® Cutlery Brands.
Sevierville, TN 37876 ©2002 United Cutlery Corp.

CUTLERY { BRANDS

1425 United Blvd.
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gushes. “The casting properties are the most
impressive aspect of LM1. I'd never heard
of a metal that could be cast into sharpened
scalpels and figured it was worth looking
into, so I called the company and started
researching it.

“At first, the company resisted providing
me with material but, after a lot of phone
calls, I got my bars,” Clark details.
“Together with knifemaker Trace Rinaldi, I
put this stuff through the paces. At 50 Rc
[on the Rockwell hardness scale], we cut
through 500 lineal feet of three-ply card-
board, made 100 push cuts through 1-inch

manila rope, chopped through a 2x4 four
times and cut the sidewall out of a Goodyear
truck tire. After cutting through the tire’s
steel belts, the blade edge was dulled, but it
still shaved paper.

“l did another test Friday, cutting
through 800 lineal feet of cardboard,” Clark
expounds. “The only reason I stopped is that
I ran out of cardboard. The blade was still
able to shave arm hairs.”

Some Drawbacks
There are some drawbacks to Liquidmetal
as a knife-blade material. To date, Liquid-

THE GREEN
BERET KNIFE

by Chris Reeve Knives

True North Knives =

http://www.truenorthknives.com

Offering the very latest designs from top name makers and highline production sources.

CPM S30V
Stainless Steel

Neil H. Ostroff, Dealer

514.998.8581
Visa & MasterCard

metal is only available in sheets that have to
be ground like traditional steel blade stock,
bars or billets. Liquidmetal Technologies has
not manufactured blade molds or dies and
has not committed to making them yet.
Furthermore, the company is refraining
from selling sheet stock to any knifemaker
or knife manufacturer aside from Clark at
this time.

“Clark doesn’t have an exclusive with us
but, because he’s been cooperative and help-
ful, we’ll let him get somewhat of a leg up
on the knife industry while we’re trying to
develop a foothold,” Croopnick offers.
“We’re expecting very big things out of this
material, yet we’re busy making other prod-
ucts, and we have substantial government
contracts we’re fulfilling.”

To date, Croopnick says Liquidmetal
Technologies has used LM1 to make,
among other products, golf-club heads and
cell-phone cases. “We have one contract to
make a million-and-a-half cell-phone cases,
and other contracts to make much more than
that,” he notes. “We have substantial govern-
ment contracts, including one to build
armor-penetrating missiles.

“I don’t think we want [knife] people to
contact us quite yet. We don’t have the
wherewithal to deal with orders now,” he
stresses. “Knifemakers might get turned off
with us unable to fill their needs if they
contact us too early. We certainly envision, if
there is strong enough interest, pushing in

M N A N D I (mm-nun-dee)

The Mnandi is accurately named from the Zulu word meaning very nice.

This stylish, yet functional gentleman’s folding
pocketknife is artistically designed with titanium
handles which are inlayed with Ziricote wood on
the front and back. The durable BG 42 blade is
machined with an enlarged thumb/nail recess for
easy opening. The knife weighs only 1.25 ounces.
Its bandle length is 3.6 inches, blade length,

2.75 inches and overall width, .4 inches.

Come
see us at
The Shot Show

Chris ¥

‘KNIVES-

11624 W. President Dr. #B, Boise, ID 83713

208-375-0367

Visit us online at www.chrisreeve.com
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the direction of marketing plates and even-
tually pre-cast blades to the knife industry.”
Croopnick claims LM1 is a little heavier
than titanium but two-and-a-half times
stronger. He says it shrinks less than one-
tenth of one-thousandth-of-an-inch and can

be cast down to 1 micron, or 1/25,000th of

an inch, which would make it possible to
cast a scalpel or knife blade and have it
come out of the mold sharp.

“It’s an amorphous structure with no
grains, crystals or atoms bonding to each
other,” he explains. “It is a true metallic
glass. We could actually mold a blade shape
that would just require finishing. We can
almost injection-mold a finished blade like
you would with plastic. We'd have to make a
die, but once we had the die, we’d be able to
kick out parts one after another.”

Clark sees it this way: “LM1 blows all

other non-magnetic blade materials out of

the water. I would even say that the LM1
blade I have been carrying for several
months would be equal to steels such as

“Liquidmetal
blows all other
non-magnetic blade
materials out of
the water.”
—R.W “Ron” Clark

440C or ATS-34, but that’s just my opinion
and it is not backed by any lab results.”

“Temper”amental Steel

Heat restrictions prevent LM1 from being
forged or heat treated. It must be handled
like tempered steels. “The way the material
is processed is similar to Talonite™. You
don’t heat treat or temper it. The way it
comes from the factory is the way it is.
You’ll ruin the temper above 350-to-375-
degrees Celsius,” Clark informs. “Any
higher, and Liquidmetal will crystallize and
form grain boundaries, defeating the
purpose of an amorphous material.

“You'd lose your temper working with
other steels at that range, anyway, so, for the
end user, it’s no different than steel blades,”
Clark reasons. “The knifemaker, on the
other hand, has to mill and machine LM1
carefully. When grinding and drilling, he has
to be careful. It’s a slow process. He uses the
same belt speeds but less pressure and less
time at the machine between cooling.”

Because of the heat issue, Clark has
chosen to hydra-cut blade lengths from each
plate of LM1. “The blade won’t get as hot as
it would if T ground it traditionally,” he says.
“It will also speed up my production time,
so I can get the finished knives to market for
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AD BY PIRELA DESIGN

PROUDLY MADE
IN THE U.S.A.

BLADE LENGTH: 5.5"

BLADE THICKNESS: .130"

BLADE MATERIAL: D2 TOOL STEEL

BLADE FINISH: POLISHED

HANDLE COLOR: ANODIZED TITANIUM

LOCK: .124" HARDENED TITANIUM FRAME LOCK
WEIGHT: 7 0Z

CARRY METHOD: STAINLESS STEEL POCKET CLIP

SUGGESTED RETAIL: CU2242-$250.00
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Camillus Cutlery Company
54 Main Street, Camillus, NY 13031
Phone: 800.344.0456 » Fax: 315.672.8832

www.camillusknives.com
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“Sharpen-
ing Liquidmetal is
easy,” knifemaker Ron
Clark opines. “I'd compare it
to honing cobalt-alloy steels. | use a
ceramic sharpener in the shop, and
that works. A Spyderco Sharpmaker
[shown] or any of the Lansky
diamond-and-ceramic systems will
work.” This version of Clark’s Model 6
Dropped Point Hunter showcases a
satin-finished Liquidmetal blade, a
curly-pink-ivory handle and mosaic
pins made by Barry Posner. Clark’s
list price: $275.

Slicing a worn tire ready for recycling demonstrates the
cutting ability of a Liquidmetal blade. In conducting their
own unorthodox tests, knifemakers R.W. “Ron” Clark and

Trace Rinaldi managed to cut the sidewall out of a Goodyear
truck tire. After cutting through the tire’s steel belts, the makers
claim the blade edge was dulled but still shaved paper. The
knife is Clark’s Model 1 Small Dropped Point Hunter, incorpo-
rating a bead-blasted Liquidmetal blade and a red-textured-G10
handle. The maker’s list price: $225.
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less.”

Liquidmetal is available to Clark only in
1/8-inch-thick plates. At that thickness, the
resulting blades are best incorporated into
everyday-carry folders, small fixed blades,
hunting knives and utility-type knives for
opening boxes, or cutting carpet and other
abrasive materials, Clark says. “Once we’re
looking at cast blades, then we can go
thicker, to 3/16- or 1/4-of-an-inch and, in my
opinion, LM1 will make an excellent field
or camp-knife blade,” he notes.

In sheet form, Liquidmetal is approxi-
mately $100 a pound and much more expen-
sive than ATS-34, which Clark estimates to
be closer to $11 per pound, and CPM S90V,
at approximately $40 a pound. Rather, it is
comparably priced to Talonite or Stellite™.

“Because I’m lowering my production
time, it won’t raise the price of my knives
too drastically,” Clark says. “With LM1
blades, my knife models that used to go for
$150 will be priced at $225, still well under
any knives I’ve built with other non-
magnetic blades.

“Sharpening is easy. I'd compare honing
LMI1 to sharpening cobalt-alloy steels,”
Clark relates. “I use a ceramic sharpener in
the shop, and that works. A Spyderco Sharp-
maker or any of the Lansky diamond-and-
ceramic systems will work. I don’t think it’s
fair to compare LM1 to CPM S30V or
S90V at this time. Liquidmetal is still a non-
magnetic material so, as far as toughness, it
can’t compete with the Crucible super
steels. In many cases it outperforms or is
equal to ATS-34 or 154CM, which is
phenomenal considering the material.”

It’s difficult for Clark to hide his enthu-
siasm for the metal that starts out as a liquid.
“I’m chomping at the bit waiting for Liquid-
metal Technologies to start making molds.
The company is really excited about the
knife industry,” he says assuredly. “I think it
will give them name recognition with a
household product, especially if we start
getting into kitchen cutlery.”

“Making armor-plate penetrants or
bullets for the government doesn’t give you
much exposure,” Croopnick concurs. “But
cell-phone cases, medical products and
knives, things that the average person can
relate to, result in public awareness. I don’t
think anything is too small when you are a
young company trying to build.”

Croopnick concludes, “I think once we
get our feet wet, get some steel out there and
gain a better understanding of the knife
industry, we’ll jump in with both feet.”

For more information on LM1, contact
Liquidmetal Technologies, attn: J. Croop-
nick, Dept. BLS5, 25800 Commercenter Dr.,
Ste. 100, Lake Forest, CA 92630 (949) 206-
8030; or, contact R.W. “Ron” Clark, Dept.
BLS5, 1069 Golden Meadow, Corona, CA

92882 (909) 279-4394.
BLADE
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;;A question & answver

A

N By Wayne Goddard
BLADE® field editor

Ball-Pein-Hammer Hawks

Whatever the steel, be sure it’s heat treated correctly

1: I’ve started to make tomahawks from
the steel in ball-pein hammers and have
been wondering what kind of steel it is.
The steel from the hammers is some-
what red-hard—that is, it’s difficult to
move under the forging hammer—but,
other than that, it’s not too difficult to
forge and makes a good hawk. (Gib
Guignard, Quartzsite, Arizona)

I’ve been unable to find a reliable source
for the alloy content of the steel in
modern-made ball-pein hammers. It might
be anything from 1050 to 5160, or perhaps
an alloy steel with manganese, silicon or
nickel added for strength. I’ve been told
that some hammers are made of 4140.
However, I think there are many steels with
more carbon that would make a more
durable head. My experience is the same
as yours, with some heads being hard to
forge.

Unless you’re starting with all the same
brand of new hammer heads, you’ll find
some difference in the steel type as deter-
mined by the spark pattern and the way it
works under the forging hammer, and in
grinding and polish-

and then add an anneal cycle if you're
going to do much hand work on it. The
best way to judge the hardening tempera-
ture is with a telescoping magnet. Heat the
hawk head slowly and uniformly until it no
longer attracts the magnet. Wait just a little
while and then quench it in oil. I believe
it’s best to edge quench a hawk head. It
should be moved up and down slightly in
the quench so as to not cause a stress riser
at the hardening line. A throwing hawk
should be more tough than hard, so a
temper in the blue range would be a good
starting point. By starting point, | mean
the hawk should be tested for toughness
and tempered at a somewhat higher
temperature if it’s found to be brittle.

When heat treating an item made of an
unknown steel, it’s best to think of it as a

Gene Martin forged his tomahawk from the
steel of a 16-ounce ball-pein hammer. As for
the haft-less hawk head (below), he rough

forged it from the steel of a 24-ounce ball-pein

hammer. Martin’s address: Provision Forge,

POB 396, Dept. BL5, Williams, OR 97544 (541)

846-6755 bladesmith @customknife.com
www.customknife.com.

ing. On two different
occasions, I pushed
too hard with my
forging press when
the temperature was
too low, with the
result being a cracked
head. Some of the
cheaper ball peins
seem to be made of
cast steel, which
would most likely
make them difficult
to forge.

Once the head is
forged to shape be
sure to normalize it,

20/ BLADE

new challenge. In other words, what
worked as a tempering temperature one
time may not work the next time.
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2: In the “Question & Answer” of the
December BLADE®, you wrote that
154CM or ATS34 was 20-30 percent
better at edge holding than 440C, and
CPM S30V was 20-30 percent better at
edge holding than 154CM or ATS34.
Where does D-2 fit in the edge-holding
equation—possibly around the S30V
mark of 20-30 percent better than
154CM or ATS34, since D2 and S30V
both have similar carbon contents?
(Tom Hoats, Allentown, Pennsylvania)

When D-2 is heat treated correctly, my
edge-holding tests showed no difference
between it and properly heat-treated
154CM or ATS34. There are many poorly
heat-treated knives and that makes it hard
to get accurate test results. Unless I make
the knives, have them properly heat treated,
and then test them myself, I can’t know for
sure. Paul Bos does my heat treating on all
high-alloy and stainless blades. I heat treat
all my forged blades and damascus steel
myself.

My opinion is that D-2 doesn’t have as

good a reputation as it should because
there are many badly heat-treated knives
made from it. The inexperienced maker
looking for a higher-alloyed steel than that
of the saws, files or springs he’s used will
often try D-2. D-2 is readily available and,
consequently, many D-2 blades are made
and heat treated. The resulting knives often
are finished and delivered with little or no
testing to determine how they compare to
the best that’s being made. This takes great
faith and leaves the user with a knife that
may not perform up to its full potential.
The maker should do his best to provide
the end user with a knife blade of a steel
that’s reached its maximum capability. That
may be only 15-20 percent of its full
potential but, in my opinion, it should be
done.

440C will hold an edge very well at a
Rockwell hardness of 60-61 Rc, but is too
brittle to make a serviceable knife for
general use. At 56-58 Rc, 440C has suffi-
cient toughness and good edge-holding
ability. S30V has a lot more vanadium than
D-2 and that would give it higher potential

Check with your state wildlife
law enforcement agency
concerning the legality of using
antler material for knife parts.
Wade Colter employs a mule-
deer-antler handle on his 52100
hunter. BladeGallery.com’s list
price: $425. Colter’s address:
POB 2340, Dept. BL5, Colstrip,
MT 59323 (406) 748-2010. (Blade-
Gallery.com photo)

" ~

msRP $49.99 & $64.99
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edge-holding ability. Vanadium carbides
are the hardest carbides found in steel.
Hardness has a lot to do with edge holding,
because even the highest-alloyed steels
don’t hold an edge well unless put into
service at a fairly high hardness (58 Rc and
higher). Tests I did in the mid-"70s showed
a reduction in edge holding of as much as
15-20 percent with each loss of two points
on the Rockwell C scale.

3: When one first becomes a bladesmith
and produces knives that are highly
creative and unique with exceptional
quality materials and workmanship, can
that person expect to generate the same
money for his/her knives as one who’s
recognized as an “old” ABS master
smith? Also, where can I get my hands
on some deer horns? I’ve been searching
for over 40 years and can’t find any.
(Jon Vander Bloomen, Ashland, Wiscon-
sin)

The value of any newly made knife is
determined by a variety of factors.
However, the most important are the
design, materials and workmanship. We
bladesmiths make our knives, lay them out
at shows or post them on the Internet, then
it’s up to the customer to decide what
they’re worth. When a knife sells, it means
to one person it was worth the asking
price. When the sale isn’t made, it might
be that the customer doesn’t see the value

because the design, materials and work-
manship aren’t to his/her liking.

My opinion is, if money is the prime
consideration in the craftsman’s mind, then
his motivation is possibly wrong. It’s not
that any endeavor shouldn’t be done in a
businesslike manner; it’s just that, when
starting out, there’s a lot to learn and many
skills to be honed. The learning process
takes a lot of time and, during this “dues-
paying phase,” it’s not feasible to charge
for all the time spent.

As a basic rule, I find that the new
maker has no idea of what it really costs to
make a knife. This leads him to sell his
knives for less than what reality would
dictate. Add this to his lack of finesse and
he may be an “old” maker before he
masters the craft to a degree where his
prices can match those of an established
ABS master smith.

Several years ago I overheard a new
maker saying, “T’ll be glad when I get my
name well known. Then I can sell my
knives for more [money].” It would seem
that he thought the prices that established
makers charge are based on their name
recognition. My opinion is that it’s more
likely that the established makers price
their work according to the time and mate-
rials, and a realistic shop rate. These things
are learned only through experience and
time. The new maker usually has no clue
as to what it really costs to make knives on
a professional level with no other means of
financial support. I can say this from
personal experience and the disasters that
some of my knifemaker friends have gone
through trying to get going on a full-time
basis. It’s not an easy road to become an

ABS master and professional. In my case,
I'd never have made it without the finan-
cial support of my wife, Phyllis.

Following are three sources for antlers
and antler parts: Powell Antler Shop, 7763
County Road 69.1, Dept. BL5, Trinidad,
CO 81082 (719) 846-3587 fax (719) 846-
4676 antlersl @powellantlershop.com;
Boone Trading Co., POB 669, Dept. BLS,
Brinnon, WA 98320 (800) 423-1945
www.boonetrading.com; and Moscow
Hide and Fur, POB 8918, Dept. BLS,
Moscow, ID 83843 (208) 882-0601 fax
(208) 882-5715 CustomerService@hide-
andfur.com. By the way, Boone Trading
Co. publishes a guide called “Working
with Ivory and Bone” that gives cutting,
sanding and polishing information that’s
very helpful for knifemakers and those
who work with ivory and bone.

In Oregon, I buy from local hunters
and find the antlers at yard sales, flea
markets and the like. Antlers are regulated
in Oregon and I must have a license to buy
and use them for knife handles. Check
with your state wildlife law enforcement
agency concerning the legality of using
antler parts. California, at least at one time,
allowed only shed antlers to be used on
items for sale.

Send your questions to BLADE, PO. Box
789, Ooltewah, TN 37363-0789 e-mail
blademagazine@krause.com. Include an
SASE for a personal response from Mr.
Goddard or e-mail him at wgoddard44@
earthlink.net, including your full name and
where you live. Due to the large volume of
questions, please be patient in receiving

i your answer. BLADE
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“The knife

L
I carry to throwing-knife contests sanctioned by the American Knife Throw-

ers Alliance [AKTA] is the Tru-Balance Bowie-Ax Bolo designed by Stephen D.
McEvoy. Sixteen inches overall, the Bowie-Ax Bolo is the longest knife allowed by
the AKTA, a fine organization that provides valuable group therapy for those of us
who suffer from the overwhelming urge to throw a knife.”

—aBill Cantey, Charleston, South Carolina

MAY 2003

“On a Christmas morning about 35
years ago, there was a big box for me
under the tree. | opened it and started

taking out all the crumpled pieces of
newspaper. When the box was finally
empty, | found no present. | figured it
was a big joke, since the box came
from a member of our elk-hunting
group, the ‘Camp Creek Kids’ as we
called ourselves. One of the other
guys called and asked if | had gotten a
knife like the one he had received. |
uncrumpled the pieces of newspaper
and inside one was a red-handle
Victorinox Swiss Army knife, the
Executive model. | carried it every
day until five years ago when a friend
gave me its silver-colored twin, which
| sometimes carry instead. The first
one has had several new toothpicks
and one new scissors spring installed.

The metal shield came off about 10

years ago. The knife is still very
usable and | keep the blades sharp.”

—NMerle L. Spencer, Wheeler, Oregon

ké I carry a 705 Axis
folder by Benchmade
or a David Boye folder.
For hiking, fishing and
so on, I carry a Bob
Dozier fixed blade in a
horizontal — sheath.
Nothing replaces a
straight knife for being
easy to use and clean. JJ

—~Gordon Lugibill
Sherman, Illinois

Kmife!

Just tell us briefly what knife you
carry. Add a little history or an
interesting anecdote. Try to
include a sharp photograph of
you and your knife. We'll publish
your comments in an upcoming
“The Knife | Carry” Your name
will then be entered in a drawing
to win a free stag-handle
Robeson two-blade pocketknife.
The drawing will be held May
15, 2003. Mail to: Blade Maga-
zine®, P.O. Box 789, Ooltewah,
TN 37363-0789, or e-mail
blademagazine @krause.com.
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l‘l!arp P | m pa ct Though Yvon Vachon is gone, his legacy of

mpact unrivaled miniature and micro-miniature
MASTER OF THE

knives and knife pistols lives on

Yvon Vachon’s wizardry is illustrated here'in his = = /.|
miniature reproductions of a tortoise-handle’ Hobson 7
& Son horseman’s knife made circa_1840-60'i ln

Sheffield, England. The large knife is the origmal f
while the remaining minute folders are Vachon's '/
creations, The knives were photographed ona dnll

press table Yvon made several such al‘fays ofk
{

called his “Famlly Collectlons, i
(Fong kmfe photo) "

By Steve Shackleford
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Some think Vachon’s miniature reproduc-
‘tion of the Victorinox SwissChamp, includ-
ing 16 folding blades/tools and evena
miniature product box and product litera-
ture, is his piece de resistance. Each
blade/tool‘opens and closes impeccably,
‘each blade cuts and even the pen writes!
(Fong photos) X .

-

e departed this world in October

2001 but the impact Yvon

Vachon left is as sharp, if not

sharper, than when he was

making his incomparable miniature and
micro-miniature knives and knife pistols.

“He did miniatures that nobody else

would even attempt,” said Earl Witsaman, a

veteran maker of miniature knives in his own

right. Such pieces included tiny automatics

with mechanisms that worked impeccably,

miniature repros of such multi-blades as the
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A miniature reproduc-
tion of an Unwin &
Rodgers knife pistol is
an example of Vachon’s
ability to replicate tiny
arms. Each of his knife
pistols fires a tiny ball
and he made each and
every piece, from the
blade, to the detonator,
to the mini-balls
—everything! (Les
Ateliers photo)

¢ 6AL/4V Titanium - Nickel 201

Custom Knife/Sword Blades

Send drawings for fast quotes.

Call or write for free catalog.

Online ordering—See web site.

Laser | Cut to your specifications.

KNIFE/SWORD BLADE STEELS

New Expanded Stocks For Blade Needs

* Stainless — ATS34 = 440C - 154CM -BG42-303-304-410-416-420
® Alloy-S30V-S60V=S90V-A203E-5160-52100 (round / flat)
¢ High Carbon-1050-1075-1080-1084-1095

* Low Carbon-1008-1010=1020

® Tool Steels— L6 -15N20-01-A2-D2 (precision ground)

* Damascus — Admiral Hi Quality—Random / Twist Patterns

All bar sizes & full sheets in stock - Small quantities welcome
Quality Steels < Quality Service <~ Quality Value

Admﬂgg

4152 West 123rd Street
Alsip, llinois 60803-1869
800-323-7055 ¢ Fax: 708-388-9317

www.admiralsteel.com
e-mail: sales@admiralsteel.com
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Victorinox SwissChamp model, and Lilliput-
ian knife pistols that would fire minuscule
mini-balls up to 150 feet. “You could hear the
gun go pow,” noted knifemaker Jose
DeBraga, Vachon’s close friend. “The bullets
would actually go through multiple pieces of
paper,” added Mike Mercer, another friend
and fellow maker of miniatures.

With his mischievous smile and twin-
kling eyes, the French Canadian maker built
miniature knives that defied convention. Not
only did he make the smallest micro-minia-
tures around—collector Tom Guinn has one
that’s only 7/32 of an inch long—but they
also functioned properly and were true to
scale.

“His knives weren’t just miniatures but
miniatures to scale, even to the thickness of
the blade,” DeBraga explained. “And the
blades were heat treated and would cut.”
Considered one of if not the best makers of
miniature knives alive today, the fun-loving
Jim Whitehead shakes his head when he talks
about the scale of Vachon’s minis. “You could
take a picture of one of his miniatures and if
there was nothing to denote scale in the

picture, you'd think you were looking at an

average-size piece. I know for sure he had an
alien shrinking ray in his shop,” Jim smiled.
Vachon’s microscopic automatics are the
stuff of legend. “He was the first one I ever
saw make a switchblade under 1 inch long. If
I could do what he did with miniatures, I
would kiss myself all over. He was a genius,”
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An example of Vachon’s miniature
automatics is this Italian stiletto.
According to Jim Whitehead, a
master maker of miniatures in his
own right, Yvon was the first to
make an auto under 1 inch long.
(Fong photo)

According to Mike Mercer, Vachon was the
only maker he knew to incorporate bush-
ings on the blade pivots of miniature
folders. The result, Mike noted, were
tiny folders that worked slick and
smooth, just like their standard-
size cousins. (Fong photo)
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Technology with an Edge

The Technology.. Kershaw's Ken Onion Echo

The Edge............ - Sleek, sure-grip handle
« Ergonomic design
« Kershaw's “shaving-sharp”
edge
« Lifetime guarantee

Model 1070
MSRP $44.95

Blade.....4 in. (10.2cm.)
Steel......AUSBA stainless
Handle...Polyamide
Overall..8 58 in. (22cm.)
Weight..4.8 oz.

Ikershonw

Ken/\Onion &\ USA
For information or a dealer near you, call

1-800-325-2891

www kershawknives.com
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MasterSmith QutHron Dagger
by Ed Caffrey

one-of-a-kind knives
by the best makers
in the world
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visit us on the web

or order a full color catalog
featuring 100+ knives ~ $8
*refunded at first purchase

the online source for fine custom knives
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What are Yvon Vachon’s minia-
ture folders worth today? Collec-
tor Tom Guinn says they start at
between $1,800-$2,000. Accord-
ing to collector Gordon Pivonka,
among Vachon’s many miniature
creations were a samurai sword
and a repro of a Michael Walker
butterfly knife that contained 69
screws, each the size of a grain
of rice. Here’s another example of
Vachon’s mini-multi-blade
mastery. (Fong photo)

Whitehead observed.

“The mechanisms are what was fantastic
about Yvon’s work,” DeBraga maintained.
“I’ve never seen a miniature switchblade
done so nicely, perfectly and accurately as
his. I’ve seen other miniature switchblades
but exact replicas like Yvon did? No. He was
in the zone. The bar he established, I’ve yet to
see someone reach it.”

“He made miniature switchblades that
were accurate down to a gnat’s ass as far as
the mechanisms and typical Italian-stiletto
types,” Guinn assessed. “I'd seen miniature
switchblades before but not as fine and
minute as what he was doing.”

Mini-Multi Masterpieces

The wee multi-blades Vachon made were
intricate beyond compare. From four-blade
repro antiques up to pieces with 18 blades,
the blades and tools on each one opened and
closed immaculately and functioned
superbly. “Yvon did what others hadn’t
attempted. The 18-blade miniature I hadn’t
seen before and don’t expect to see anybody
do again,” Guinn observed. “His reproduc-
tions of Swiss Army knives were so right on
that it was kind of scary, including the minia-
ture reproductions of the product boxes. I
know of three Swiss Army models he repro-
duced in miniature—the Climber, Craftsman
and SwissChamp, the latter with [16 folding
blades/tools], including a seamstress straight
pin and a pen that actually writes. Nobody
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ever did that!”

“The ballpoint pen in his miniature
SwissChamp repro is almost as fine as a
human hair and he actually wrote with it. I
was speechless!” Whitehead recalled. “It was
like somebody taking a human hair and
drilling a hole in it, threading it and tapping
it

Vachon’s penchant for achieving exact
detail on his miniatures was mind-boggling.
“His multi-blade folders were immaculate,”
Mercer said, “right down to the little magni-
fying glasses, sawteeth on the saw blades and
the little tweezers.” Mercer was particularly
taken with the cross shield Yvon inlaid in the
handle of one Swiss Army knife miniature.

“He told me that he made the cross and
melted it into the handle, and then finished
the handle down smooth with the cross still
in there,” Mercer explained. “You can look at
it with a magnifying glass and you can’t see
the saw marks. I would have thought that he
would’ve sawed it in there. When he finished
the whole thing down, the plastic and the
cross, it looked like he’d poured it in there.”

Luckily for Mercer, Yvon was the sharing
type and shared some of his knifemaking
methods with him. “He gave me some
insight on things and, after I tried them, it
made my miniature folders better,” Mike
recalled. “For instance, I had never put bush-
ings between the bolster and blade. Most
miniatures just have the blade pinned. But he
made these little bushings that were a thou-
sandths or two thin. You couldn’t hardly feel
them when you picked them up. It made the
miniature folders work so slick and smooth.
He had a good mind for going into the deep
parts of miniatures that most never even saw.”

Vachon’s knife pistols not only would
shoot but contained blades that operated
automatically as well. His YV3 Peavey Knife
Pistol—the cover piece for the April 1997
BLADE®—is a case in point. One and one-
eighth inches long closed, the 0.092 caliber
pistol includes a trigger that conceals in the
handle and appears when the hammer is
moved. According to DeBraga, nobody had
ever made such a mechanism before. The
knife pistol includes 53 pieces in all, includ-
ing the 440C blade, buffalo horn handle,
bolsters, screws, detonator, steel rod to load
the powder concealed in the handle, powder
horn, lead pliers, two screwdrivers, funnel
and powder measure. “It probably only took
a grain of powder to load the thing,”
Witsaman said. “He even made the molds to
cast the balls.”

“He made his own cartridges and made
the bullets himself. They were smaller than
the smallest screws most miniature makers
make for their knives,” DeBraga added.

No Secret

There was no secret to Vachon’s success
other than that he was a very patient, talented
man who worked extremely hard and was
very passionate about knifemaking. He’d
been fascinated with all things miniature and
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sharp impact

finely detailed since his youth. Born in 1955
and one of 11 children, he completely
dismantled and reassembled a pocket watch
at the tender age of 9, a fascination for work-
ing on pocket watches that lasted the rest of
his life. “He’'d ask me if I had that fire and
passion [for making miniature knives], and
that’s the one way he looked at it,” Mercer
observed. “That impressed me because no
knifemaker had ever told me they had fire
and passion for making knives. I guess you'd
have to have that in order to create what he
did.”

Though he’d been making miniature
knives since 1993, Vachon exploded on the
knife scene at the 95 BLADE Show, which
is where Paul Basch first alerted Guinn to
Yvon’s work. Vachon won all three awards
for miniature knives at that BLADE Show,
and his knifemaking career was off to the
races.

“I don’t know that he ever had anybody
teach him how to make knives,” noted
Gordon Pivonka, a collector of miniatures.
“He was a window installer by trade. He just
decided he wanted to make knives and did it.
I was thinking about that the other day that
that was the most outstanding thing about
him. He had nobody teach him. Apparently
what he knew came from the inside. He was
quite an amazing person as far as talent is

Yvon explains one of
the many Lilliputian
features of his work at
the 1995 BLADE
Show. Paul Basch
alerted collector Tom
Guinn to Vachon at
that show, which is
where Tom took this
picture.

concerned.”

As for Vachon’s work ethic, knifemaker
Joel Chamblin recalled the time when he and
Yvon stayed at Tom and Gwen Guinn’s house
the weekend of a Solvang Custom Knife
Show. “Yvon would have something new or
not quite finished or not working right, so
he’d get up at the kitchen counter and drag
out his little box of knives and tools and sit
there and work on them. One night he
worked until three in the morning,” Joel
related.

That’s not to say that Vachon didn’t have
his own little idiosyncrasies. One was that he
would glue the miniature knife part on which
he was working to his fingertip. Not only did
that keep him from losing the part, he could
feel exactly what was being abraded away
when he hand sanded it. Another was that he
painted the inside of his small 11x7-foot
shop—floor, walls and ceiling—white so that
it would make it easier for him to find a
miniature part if he lost it. As he recalled in
the April *97 BLADE: “I remember losing a
piece and not finding it until a year-and-a-
half later. I looked up one day and there it
was stuck to the ceiling.” You can imagine
how anxious a miniature maker would be
about losing knife parts. “I’ve heard stories
that when he was working on real small
pieces in his shop, he’d strip naked so that if
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the tiny pieces slipped out of his hands, they
couldn’t get lost in his clothes,” Pivonka said.
“He was truly an amazing person, as all
artists are.”

Crucial to Vachon’s success was his
wife, Guylaine, and his brother-in-law,
Michel Lessard. Since Yvon’s command of
English wasn’t the best, Guylaine wrote all
his press releases and Michel, who speaks
fluent English, served as his interpreter.
There was hardly a show at which Guylaine
and Michel weren’t at Yvon’s table to help
him communicate with his English-speak-
ing customers.

As for Vachon’s knifemaking tools,
the majority were of the watchmaker
variety and/or tools he reworked on his
own, such as reshaped files to get into
infinitesimal nooks and crannies. “He
did most of his work by hand with a
file,” Guinn confided. “Many
makers feel that if they can’t do it
on a milling machine or a lathe,
they’re not interested. Most of
them won’t take the time to do it
by hand the way Vachon did.”

A close professional friend
of Yvon’s, Mercer is the proud
owner of some of Vachon’s tools. °
wanted one of Yvon’s hand tools and
Guylaine—she’s so sweet—she sent me two
or three of his hand tools, the little screw-
drivers with the turned spines worn where
Yvon had used them,” Mike noted. “I’ve got
them in my basement on my work bench.”

Only two years after exploding on the knife scene at the 95 BLADE Show, Vachon
had his award-winning Peavey Knife Pistol make the cover of the April ’97

BLADE®. Whenever he entered the custom knife competition at the BLADE
Show, he invariably won every miniature knife award in sight.

addition to miniature knives and knife
pistols, he also was into carving miniature
smoking pipes and making tiny
locks and padlocks. Witsaman
said he would have become more
involved in miniature arms—guns
and crossbows—because he’d
accomplished just about everything
in miniature knives. DeBraga indi-
cated that Yvon would still be
concentrating on miniature knife
mechanisms. Mercer said Vachon
would have tackled something
extremely elaborate and spectacular. “He
would be just crazy enough to make the
most complicated thing he could, a show-
stopper, something that had a couple
hundred blades in it,” Mike mused. “And it
would’ve been spot-on perfect, t0o.”
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i For more information on Yvon Vachon, look
i for Tom Guinn and Gordon Pivonka and
i their collections of miniature knives at
selected Western knife shows, or contact
the Miniature Knifemakers Society, c/o
Terry Kranning, Dept. BL5, 1900 West
Quinn, #153, Pocatello, ID 83202 (309)

Conclusion 237-9047.

What kind of work would Yvon Vachon
being doing today if he were still alive? In
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The Northeast, birthplace of the

American knife industry, ey The third in a set of limited-edition
. b k t y Schrade/D’ Holder collaborations
1S back on top - that will culminate with the fifth
an d 1 oV 1 ng it y ; : : . one on Schrade’s centennial

anniversary in 2004 boasts an
integral 440C blade, desert iron-
wood handle and a golden/bronze
bolster sculpture by Bruce Shaw.
Schrade’s Ellenville plant in
southeast New York state is
located near the Catskill
Mounains, which serve as the
backdrop here.

.
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or more than a century, knife
companies in the American
Northeast grew, prospered,
withstood difficult times, and
re-energized the imagination
that made them great. Some, such as Catta-
raugus, Landers, Frary & Clark and New
York Knife Co., withered on the vine, but
others survived. Those that perservered
have jelled in recent years and the North-
east once again is a center of innovation in
cutlery design and production.

The design teams of
Northeastern cutlery
manufacturers have been
looking at the market,
listening to the
consumer, and respond-
ing to opportunities to
deliver  outstanding
knives. At Queen/Ontario
some popular looks from
the past have come back
strong. The company is
offering five different
models with jigged
mother-of-pearl handles,
reminiscent of those seen
decades ago. The models
include the 6SJ penknife,
the 59SJ gent’s knife, the
96SJ small doctor’s
knife, the 14SJ peanut,
and the 316SJ sleeve-
board. Manufacturer’s
suggested retail prices
(MSRPs) range from $90
to $100.

“We thought there
was going to be a
demand for the jigged
mother-of-pear] handle,”
commented Bob Breton,
president of Queen and executive vice
president of Ontario, both in Franklinville,
New York. “To our knowledge, nobody
else was doing it. Bill Howard, who does a
lot of design work for Queen, came up
with the idea.”

Last year, Queen made a leap in blade
steel, switching 80-to-90 percent of its
production to D-2, though some models
continue to be offered exclusively in 420
stainless. “D-2 was another good idea of
Bill Howard. We did some field testing and
got good results,” Breton advised. “Queen
was at a crossroads where we needed to
jump start the company, and we moved
forward on it. D-2 is a tool steel, and we
knew we could have a little one-up on
other companies by offering it. [Editor’s
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note: Camillus and Ka-Bar employ D-2
blade steel on selected models as well.]
Sometimes, it was also hard for Queen to
find stainless, and D-2 is readily avail-
able.”

Closing In On 100

Schrade celebrates its 100th anniversary in
2004, and the spirit and ingenuity of immi-
grant metalworkers is still alive in
Ellenville, New York. “Over the last decade
plus, we’ve focused on keeping our tradi-
tional pocketknife business solid and

Tim Herman’s latest designs for

GATCO/Timberline are the Wall Street Tacti-

cal and Gentleman’s Money Clip. The Wall
Street Tactical is a locking liner with a

plain/combination-edge 3-inch blade of AUS-

8 and a burgundy Micarta handle. MSRP:
$100. The Gentleman’s Money Clip comes

with a 420-J2 stainless handle boasting 24k-

gold inlay and a 1.9-inch stainless blade.
Closed length: 2.5 inches. MSRP: $59.99.

healthy, while incorporating exciting new
products with new shapes, patterns and
materials,” said Tim Faust, Schrade direc-
tor of marketing. “We even have a knife
debuting in 2003 with two features that we
filed patents on, one being the lock.”
Another new piece is the X-Timer, a lock-
back with aircraft-grade aluminum handles

and black-epoxy-coated blades. MSRP:
$59.95.

Collaborations with a who’s who of
custom knifemakers has kept the Schrade
name at the forefront in industry awards
and the eyes of the knife-buying public.
The company’s first joint venture with Van
Barnett captured the Blade Magazine 2001
Knife-Collaboration-Of-The-Year Award®.
“We’ve worked with the best,” Faust
continued, “including D’ Holder, Joe
Kious, Barnett, Ron Lake and Michael
Walker. These are men we respect. Of
course, they have all
been to our factory. So,
we shared some secrets
and we learned a great
deal from all of them.
The Knife-Of-The-Year
Award was a very great
honor for us and a tribute
to Van’s talent. Working
with talented craftsmen
like Van and D’ Holder
and seeing their skills
and creativity firsthand is
probably one of the best
parts of my job.”

Drive & Creativity
When the Jerry Fisk
OVB Bowie took the
Blade Magazine 2002
Knife-Collaboration-Of-
The-Year Award, it was a
strong indication of the
drive and creativity resid-
ing at Camillus Cutlery
in Camillus, New York.
Among other attention-
grabbing collaborations
at the company are the
Bob Terzuola CQB
series, the Rob Simonich
Talonite/Talon/Mini
Talon line, and the Darrell Ralph CUDA
EDC, Talonite EDC, CUDA MAXX and
Arclite, the latter the Blade Magazine 2001
Best-Buy-Of-The- Year Award.

“Increasingly, the knife market has
become a product-driven environment with
more knives being developed more
rapidly,” explained Camillus’s Will Fennell.
“We’ve had good success with fresh
approaches and ideas from the guys we
collaborate with. When we do a collabora-
tion, more people find out about the
custom makers and the custom makers
help us by lending their name and expert-
ise. It’s very much a two-way street.
Collaborations are good for the maker and
for the company, so there are more to
come.”
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The Case Mid-Folding Hunter
is the latest from the Brad-
ford, Pennsylvania, manufac-
turer and is a departure for
the company in that it equips
a traditional design with a
pocket clip.

The Becker Knife & Tool line has been
extremely successful for Camillus (for the
latest BK&T piece, see the story on page
40). Moreover, in 2002, the company intro-
duced its Buckmasters line of hunting
knives, which was the result of input from
the Buckmasters field staff and design
consultants. “We have been a sponsor of
Buckmasters,” said Fennell, “and this came
about through working on other projects
with them. They do great programs on the
outdoors and with kids, and, when we
found out about the power of their organi-
zation, it made sense to meld the two
together.”

Old Is New Again

While the old has become new again at
Case, the Northeastern powerhouse in
Bradford, Pennsylvania, continues to
deliver with its Tony Bose series. “We took
a look at what Tony was building and he
has concentrated on traditional patterns
which are today still the core of our busi-

ness,” said Case’s John Sullivan. “A lot of
what he was building were patterns we
considered to be ‘Old Case’ with his
special treatment and the wonderful work
he does. We wanted to collaborate with
Tony to reach out to custom knife enthusi-
asts.”

For years, Case collectors had asked
for a new sowbelly, and it turns out that the
pattern was perfect for the Bose line. The
three-blade was the first, and the five-
blade appeared in the fall of 2002. The
association between Case and Bose began
in 1999, with limited-production runs of
the slimline and millennium trappers, as
well as the Yukon.

The reintroduction of tried-and-true
patterns has made a big difference at Case.
“If I were to mark a date when a turn-
around really happened at this company,”
recalled Sullivan, “it was 1996 when we
introduced a family of knives called ‘Pock-
etworn’ and focused on traditionally
crafted pocketknives. Everything we’ve
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Because...

...your hands have climbed trees and mountains and cliffs long ago. They
have been slammed with hammers and doors and bitten by dogs. They have been
cut and slashed and sliced more than you can recall. They have served their
country and returned to serve and support a family. They have changed spark
plugs, engine oil, and hundreds of diapers. They have seen more than 40
years of use and abuse. And if they could talk... oh, the stories
they could tell. Stories of working and hunting and
fishing in frigid climates and sun-soaked heats.
They have been sprained and strained and
scarred to the bone. They have been blistered
and callused and beaten and broken. They have
forgotten more about being a man than any 20 year-old could hope to know. They have worked until exhaustion and then headed
out for more. They have held on when others would have let go, and have held on to those who they had to let go. Oh, and they still
work... not like they used to... but they get the job done. And it’s funny how small children can look at them with wonder in their
eyes and somehow read the map that they have become, and know the scar-making stories behind them...

-it’s time to give them a break!

Tactical finish with
black linen Micarta
handles $237.00

hy fumble with a folder when you can “present edge” in a fraction of the time? Introducing
the new “Active Duty” from the Busse Custom Shop. It is simplicity at its
finest. It is easy to carry and easier to use. This knife is des-
tined to be your favorite “every day carry”. It also
features the strongest lock on the mar-
ket... NONE!

Satin Finish with
SnakeSkin Nukarta
handles $267.00

Guess what? We just made your favorite knife...

Now come and (/&L it
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tions. Perimeters
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Secure Online Ordering On The Busse Combat Supersite: www.bussecombat.com
11651 Co. Rd. 12 @ Wauseon, OH 43567 e (419) 923-6471

www.customknifeshop.com © 2002 Busse Knife Co., Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Sheffield-jigged mother-of-pearl
enhances the elegance of an already
stately piece in Queen’s 6SJ penknife.
Closed length: 4 1/2 inches. MSRP: $90.

done since then has been based on tradi-
tional products, starting with the Copper-
lock and the Mini Copperlock, which were
the first two tooled, brand-new pock-
etknives we had brought out in many
years.”

Sullivan says Case has returned to the
basics with reintroductions such as the
popular Cheetah, Seahorse Whittler and
Tuxedo patterns. Licensed programs with
such well-known American names as
Coca-Cola and John Deere continue to
cultivate a cross-pollination of interested
collectors. Involvement with NASCAR has
been a hit in recent years, and discussions
for a series of NASCAR knives are ongo-
ing with the family of racing legend Dale
Earnhardt.

D-2, Collaborations & More

Ka-Bar in Olean, New York,
Kutmaster/Utica of Utica, New York, and
GATCO/Timberline of Getzville, New
York, are making strong contributions to
the resurgence of Northeastern cutlery as
well. Ka-Bar has marketed its D-2 Impact
fixed blade line for several years, collabo-
rated with custom maker Bob Dozier, and
introduced the Italian-made Maserin fold-
ers, among others. (For information on the
new Ka-Bar Camp Knife, see the story on
page 40.) Ka-Bar, of course, is an Alcas
company, Alcas being a major manufac-
turer of household cutlery in its own right.
Kutmaster/Utica, meanwhile, offers a wide
range of utility pocketknives, multi-tools
and other pieces in economical price
ranges that appeal to outdoors people and
others who use knives on a daily basis.
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New to the Northeastern cutlery scene
is Phantom Knives of Three Rivers, Mass-
achusetts, whose Rip Cord Medallion
earned the Blade Magazine 2002 Most-
Innovative-American-Design Award®. It
was an invigorating shot in the arm for the
fledgling company, which specializes in
knives with a most unusual one-hand-
opening mechanism designed for rescue,
law enforcement and sports enthusiasts.

Then there’s Providence, Rhode
Island’s, Colonial Cutlery International
(CCI), a restructured company with an old
name approaching the knife business in a
modern way, according to CCI’s Stephen
Paolantonio. “CCI will continue to make
some of the old knife styles and the Colo-
nial name will continue to be used because
it’s known,” he said. “But the knives them-
selves will have a higher-end finish.” The
inexpensive knives Colonial had been
known for will be eliminated, he said, and
replaced by much higher-end specialty
pieces with wood-inlaid handles and
nickel-silver bolsters.

The Northeast is also home or former
home to several manufacturers of sharpen-
ers, including Diamond Machining Tech-
nology, Edgecraft, Lansky (now
headquartered in Henderson, Nevada),
Norton and GATCO. In fact, GATCO
bought Timberline several years ago and
became GATCO/Timberline, offering both
sharpeners and a full line of knives. The
company has become heavily involved in
collaborations in recent years, the latest of
which include those with custom knife-
makers Butch Vallotton, Greg Lightfoot,
Kelly Worden, Tim Herman and Terry

Treutel.

Included among the latter are Herman’s
latest designs, the Wall Street Tactical and
Gentleman’s Money Clip. An elegant exec-
utive’s knife, the Wall Street Tactical cuts
via a plain/combination-edge 3-inch blade
of AUS-8 that folds from a burgundy
Micarta handle and secures in the open
position by a locking liner. MSRP: $100.
At press time, the knife was slated to be
available as you read these words. The
Gentleman’s Money Clip is a classy folder
that comes in a compact closed length of
2.5 inches. The 420-J2 stainless handle
boasts 24k-gold inlay and the stainless
blade is 1.9 inches long. MSRP: $59.99.
Available: March 1.

Conclusion

With the exception of GATCO/Timberline
and Phantom Knives, relative newcomers
in comparison, most of the other cutlery
companies mentioned herein enjoyed vary-
ing degrees of success in the early-to-late
20th century, only to experience the down
times that most large concerns inevitably
undergo after years of prosperity. Remark-
ably, those that did so all seem to have
weathered whatever down times they may
have experienced and most appear strong
and vibrant. Here’s to the great cutlery
Northeast and another century of growth
and progress!

For the contact information for the knives
in the story, see “Where To Get ’Em” on

page 98.
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1-800-351-8900
24 Hour FAX
1-580-369-3082
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TOOLS * BLADES * STEEL * RIVETS * MACHINERY * FINISHING SUPPLIES * WE HAVE IT ALL!

ELECTRO-CHEM ETCHING

Etch your blades with
the easy to use Personalizer
Plus etching machine. Type name or draw
2 personal design on the special stencil material
provided, then follow the easy to use instructions
for professional results in seconds. Complete Kit
contains everything you need to etch stainless and
carbon steel.
EC302 Per i

Plus 179.95

v FOREDOM’
~¥® TEe FOREDOM ELECTRAIC CO.

Model “S”
Flex shaft machine has ball
bearing 1/8 hp motor. Kit
includes electronic foot con-
trol, heavy duty handpiece,

CUSTOM KITS

The kits below include stainless steel pre-
shaped blade, brass rivets, tubing, guard and
handle material and step-by-step instructions.

WASHITA HUNTER

$8463 Washita Blade only

SS463K
SIOUX

Washita Kit.
HUNTER

7 5/8" overall with 3" blade

$S458  Sioux Blade only ...ccccevenveneene 17.50
S$S458K Complete Kit 25.95
CHEYENNE HUNTER

9 1/8" overall with 4 1/2" blade

S8495  Cheyenne Blade only ... 18.75
SS495K Complete Kit 27.00
KAW SKINNER

BATLDOR
BUFFERS

SHAFT
CAT# H.P. RPM DIA. PRICE
BL114 1/4 1800 12" 159.95
BL111 1/3 3600 12" 15995
BL332B 3/4 1800 3/4"  325.00
BL333B 3/4 3600 3/4"  325.00

Used by professionals for razor clean edges on
cutlery. One wheel for sharpening, another for
cleaning and polishing, all compounds and
instructions included. Includes bushings to fit 1"

HIDDEN TANG KITS
440-C Stainless blades are about 10 1/4"
overall, blades are 5 1/2". Kits supplied with
blade, brass guard, threaded pommel and
block of Dymondwood handle material.

TEXAS BOWIE KIT

The T Bowie Blade (12 1/2" overall, 7" x 1
12" x 3/ 16" thick blade), brass guard and pom-
mel and a pre-drilled dymondwood block for the
handle.

$5494 Blade only..
SS494B Kit complete..

A H AR

27.95
39.95

FRONTIER BOWIE

SS914 Frontier Blade only
SS914K Frontier Kit

CAPE SKINNER

.27.95

SS911 Cape Blade onl
S$S911K Cape Kit ..

and 35 accessories. - 34" 58" - or 172" arbor.
WKS900 8" x 1" set.... 2495
i ‘ 7 172" overall with 3" blade
\ m FT230.cuccrcrrennssnsne $229.95 gg;gz I%aw Blade only zigg WHEEL & COMPOUND KIT
WEEKEND PROJECT KITS ' s
t Include 440C Stainless blade, handle material, | NAVAJO SKINNER
pins and instructions. GE
RENAISSANCE DAGGER KIT
8 7/8" overall with 4 1/4" blade
w Overall lenath is 6 1/4" SS783 Navajo Blade only ......cceveresnneen 24.72 =
verall length 1s SS783K Comy Kit 32.20 | Kit includes: Four 3/4" sewed muslin wheels, one
S§8167K Renaissance Kit ........... 10.95 3/4" Joose muslin wheel, one each sreasel
F'ANIA 0 , one each greaseless
COBRA KIT -Nl brush-on cutting compound in grits 240, 320
Standard Panavise with 360° and 400, one blending bar, one bar of white
h : . . rotation and 180° tilt. Perfect * rouge and a polishing guide.
Overall .lenglh is 73/8 angle for any job 2 1/2" nylon Specify Arbor Size (1/2", 5/8", 3/4")
SS166K CobraKit ......covvvnanns 9.95 jaws withstand heat to 200°F. 6" Ki.f 59,95
SPORTSMAN KIT B Toros
< - PV301 Standard Panavise 32.25 -
e TRADITIONAL
Overall length is 7 3/8" HOW TO MAKE KNIVES CUTLERY KIT
SS164K SportsmanKit ............ 9.95 By Richard W. Barney and Robert W.
LETTER OPENER KIT BORIOL s 1195
— S HOW TO MAKE FOLDING KNIVES
Overall length 15,8 12 A Step-by-Step How-To by Ron Lake,
S$8201K Letter Opener Kit ......... 9.95 Frank Centofante and Wayne Clay
s FISHERMAN’S FILLET KIT BOKIL0Z creveerererermorioreene 95
Sharo, flexible stainless steel biade is 12° § CUSTOM KNIFEMAKING
arp, flexible stainless steel blade is over- . ; ;
\W all. Kit contains blade, ivory micarta handle I';y Tim McCreight
material and nickle silver pins. Easy to make. OSCKurrnrrrsernsnsssssssssssssssesees 13.95
Wl SS910K Fillet Kit..o.oovvvrvunnnn. 16.95 . .
THE COMPLETE BLADESMITH 11 pe. traditional style cutlery set includes pre-
LEATHER HONING BELTS Forging Your Way to Perfection shaped surgical stainless blades shown above
. plus handle material, and rivets. Carving set

Use with white rouge to sharpen and polish.
AG200 1 x 30 Leather Belt .
AG201 1 x 42 Leather Belt

. By Jim Hrisoulas

AG202 2 x 72 Leather Belt ...................
FELT POLISHING BELTS
Use with rouge or other compounds for
polishing.

KS501 1"x30" Felt...
KS8502 1"x42" Fel
KS503 2"x72" Fel
SATIN BRITE BELT
Quick and easy way to Satin finish a blade. Specify
coarse, medium or fine when ordering.

CN130 1"x30" .
CN142 1"x42" ..
CN272 2"X72" corcrrererccnnns

MAGNIFIERS
Best magnifiers available,
adjustable headband fits
all. Easily worn over glass-
es. Lenses are ground &
polished prismatic type.

Made in USA.

Order# Power Wk, Dist. Price
OVDA2  1-12 20" $26.95
OVDA3  1-3/4 14" $26.95
OVDA4 2 10" $26.95
OVDA5S  2-12 8" $26.95
OVDA7  2-3/4 6" $28.95
ER TOLL FRH

and steak set also available,

SS801 11 pe. Traditional Set.
SS807 % Carving Set ..
SS803 “* Steak Set ...

.69.95
.19.50
.25.95

UNIQUE BLADES

Made from 440C Stainless Steel

MONARCH
Overall length 7", blade 4 1/8".
88262 Gut Hook Blade ...........

TUNDRA
Overall length 7", blade 2 3/4".
$8260 Tundra Blade

KODIAK
Overall length 6 1/8", blade 2 1/2".

88261 Kodiak Blade ..........cccovcrnenne

THE SHARK
Overall length 5 172",
blade length 2 7/8", 2
3/4"

88176 Shark Blade

[ e CORBY TYPE
é; “% RIVETS AND
i ? DRILLS

Precision machined of solid brass 53/16" heads
slotted for easy installation. Use RD3 Rivet
drill for perfect countersinking and alignment.

CP601 Pkg 12 Rivets.....c..ovonverssrsnsenes 12.12
RD3 Rivet Drill c..ccusssenseninsensssscssnses 19.95

STAINLESS DINNERWARE
Supplied with 3 rivets. Made from 440C
Stainless Steel.

..5.95 E
The N

Overall length is 8 3/4", blade is 4 1/ "4
serrated part of the blade is 2 3/4" long.

S$8502 Dmner Fork... ..5.95
Overall length is 7 1/4“ n is 1" w1de at the

prongs.

S8503 Dinner Spoon ..
Overall length is 7 1/4",
spoon.

WOODCARVING
BLADE SET

4 piece set of blades for
wood carvers. Overall
length of each 4 1/2-5".
SS263 4 pc. set ..

EE 1-800-351 8900
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V4 your knife rights

£

N By Judge Lowell Bray
BLADE® field editor

Right To Bear Arms: One
Court’s Opionion Part IV

The 5th Circuit Court nails down the relationship among the
people, the militia and the right to bear arms

his issue, “Your Knife Rights”
Tcontinues its examination of United

States v. Emerson, a case in which
the 5th Circuit Court considered the mean-
ing of the Second Amendment and tried to
choose between the “states rights” or
“collective rights” model, in which the
right to bear arms doesn’t apply to the indi-
vidual but only recognizes the right of a
state to arm its militia; the “sophisticated
collective rights” model, in which active,
individual members of a state militia have
the right to arm themselves if the state fails
to do so; and the “individual rights” or
“standard” model, in which all individuals
have the right to keep and bear arms. This
installment continues the court’s discussion
of the text of the amendment.

United States v. Emerson (cont.)
c. “Keep ... Arms”
Neither the government nor [those who
support its position] argue that “keep ...
Arms” commands a military connotation.
The plain meaning of the right of the
people to keep arms is that it is an indi-
vidual, rather than a collective, right and
is not limited to keeping arms while
engaged in active military service or as
a member of a select militia such as the
National Guard.
d. Substantive Guarantee as a Whole
Taken as a who|e, the text of the
Second Amendment's substantive guar-
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antee is not suggestive of a collective
rights or sophisticated collective rights
interpretation, and the implausibility of
either such interpretation is enhanced by
consideration of the guarantee’s place-
ment within the Bill of Rights and the
wording of the other articles thereof and
of the original Constitution as a whole.

2. Effect of Preamble

We turn now to the Second Amend-
ment's preamble: “A well-regulated Mili-
tia, being necessary fo the security of a
free State.” And, we ask ourselves
whether this preamble suffices to
mandate what would be an otherwise
implausible collective rights or sophisti-
cated collective rights interpretation of
the amendment. We concFude that it
does not.

Certainly, the preamble implies that
the substantive guarantee is one which
tends to enable, promote or further the
existence, continuation or effectiveness of
that “well-regulated Militia” which is
“necessary to the security of a free
State.” As the [U.S. Supreme] Court said
in [United States v. Miller], immediately
after quoting the militia clauses of Article
I,§ 8 (cl. 15 and 16), “[wl]ith obvious
purpose to assure the continuation an
render possible the effectiveness of such
forces[,] the declaration and guarantee
of the Second Amendment were made.”
We conclude that the Second Amend-

ment’s substantive guarantee, read as
guaranteeing individual rights, may as
so read reasonably be understood as
being a guarantee which tends to
enable, promote or further the existence,
continuation or effectiveness of that
“well-regulated Militia” which is “neces-
sary to the security of a free State.”
According|y, the predmb|e does not
support an interprefation of the amend-
ment’s substantive guarantee in accor-
dance with the collective rights or
sophisticated collective rights model, as
such an interpretation is contrary to the
plain meaning of the text of the guaran-
tee, its placement within the Bill ogf Rights
and the wording of the other articles
thereof and of the original Constitution
as a whole.

The People Are The Militia

As observed in [Miller], “the Militia
comprised all males physically capable
of acting in concert for the common
defense” and “that ordinarily when
called for service[,] these men were
expected to appear becring arms
supplied by themselves.” [Miller] further
notes that “/[iln all the colonies ... the
militia systems ... implied the general
obligation of all adult male inhabitants to
possess arms.’” There are frequent
contemporaneous references to “a well-
regulated militia” being “composed of
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the body of the people, trained in arms.”
Plainly, then, “a well-regulated Militia”
refers not to a special or select subset or

roup taken out of the militia as a whole
Eut rather to the condition of the militia
as a whole, namely being well disci-

lined and trained. And, “Militia,” just
ike “well-regulated Militia,” likewise was
understoog to be composed of the
people generally possessed of arms
which they knew how to use, rather than
to refer to some formal military group
lseparate and distinct from the people at
arge.

[James] Madison [the author of the
Second Amendment] also plainly shared
these views, as is reflected in his Federal-
ist No. 46[,] where he argued that [the]
power of Congress under the proposed
Constitution “[t]o raise and support
Armies” (Article T, § 8, cl. 12) posed no
threat to liberty because any such army,
if misused, “would be opposed [by]
militia amounting to near Ea” a miﬁion
of citizens with arms in their hands” and
then noting “the advantage of being
armed, which the Americans possess
over the people of almost every other
nation,” in contrast to “the several king-
doms of Europe,” where “the govern-
ments are afraid to trust the people with
arms.” Plainly, Madison saw an armed
people as a foundation of the militia
which would provide security for a “free”
state, one which, like America but unlike
the “kingdoms of Europe,” was not
afraid to trust its people to have their
own arms. The militia consisted of the
people bearing their own arms when
called to active service, arms which they
kept and hence knew how to use. If the
people were disarmed there could be no
militia (well-regulated or otherwise) as it
was then understood. That expresses the

roper understanding of the relationship
Eetween the Second Amendment’s
preamble and its substantive guarantee.

As stated in Kates, Handgun Prohibi-
tion and the Original Meaning of the
Second Amendment, “the [Second]
Amendment’s wording, so opaque to us,
made perfect sense to the Framers:
believing that a militia (composed of the
entire people possessed of their individu-
ally owned arms) was necessary for the
protection of a free state, they guaran-
teed the people’s right to possess those
arms,” rejects, as “not warranted by the
infent,” an interpretation of the Second
Amendment “that the right to keep and
bear arms was only guaranteed to the
Militia,” and states ”[t]?le meaning of the
provision undoubtedly is, that the
people, from whom the militia must be
taken, shall have the right to keep and
bear arms; and they need no permission
or regulation of law for the purpose. But
this enables the government to have a
well-regulated militia; for to bear arms
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implies something more than the mere
keeping; it implies the learning to handle
oncruse them in a way that makes those
who keep them ready for their efficient
use.”

Much the same thought was
expressed more than one hun(fred years
later in the following passage from Tribe,
AMERICAN CONSTITUTIONAL LAW (3d
ed. 2000): “Perhaps the most accurate
conclusion one can reach with any confi-
dence is that the core meaning of the
Second Amendment is a populist/repub-
lican/federalism one: Its central object is
to arm ‘We the People’ so that orJinary
citizens can participate in the collective
defense of their community and their
state. But it does so not through directly
protecting a right on the part of states or
other collectivities, assertable by them
against the federal government, to arm
the populace as they see fit. Rather, the
amendment achieves its central purpose
by assuring that the federal government
may not disarm individual citizens with-
out some unusually strong justification
consistent with the authority of the states
to organize their own militias. That
assurance in turn is provided through
recognizing a riﬁht (admittedly of uncer-
tain scope) on the part of inc?ividuols to
possess and use firearms in the defense
of themselves and their homes ... a right
that directly limits action by Congress or
by the Executive Branch ...”

In sum, to give the Second Amend-
ment's preamble its full and proper due
there is no need to torture the meaning
of its substantive guarantee into the
collective rights or sophisticated collective
rights modegf which is so plainly inconsis-
tent with the substantive guarantee’s text,
its placement within the bill of rights and
the wording of the other articles thereof
and of the original Constitution as a
whole.

[Quotations taken from United States v.
Emerson, 279 F. 3d 203 (5th Circuit
2001).]

Next time: the Emerson opinion continues.

Author’s note: As BLADE® was going to
press, the 9th Circuit Court had just
announced a decision that contradicts the
Emerson opinion. The court ruled, in a
case called Silveria v. Lockyer, that the
Second Amendment did not confer to the
individual the right to own or possess
arms. The 9th Circuit is famous primarily
for two things—being the court whose
decisions are most consistently reversed by
the Supreme Court, and being the court to
rule that it’s unconstitutional to have
“God” in the pledge of allegiance. The 9th
Circuit Court’s opinion will be considered
in a future installment of “Your Knife
Rights.” BLADE

Knife Genter

The original and largest catalog
of cutlery on the Web.
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‘Best Cutlery Web site’
- users of Blade Forums
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Ontario Randall TAK2 Knife
Micarta Handle 4.25” Blade
#ONRTAK2

SN $94.95
- Save
35%
Eagle Brand French Hand
Crafted Straight Razor #J85

ONLY

$160
Lone Wolf Paul Knife
Pocket Folder Stainless
Steel #LWLM12300

A

$11.95

Save 40%
Photon Micro Light 2 Key
Ring - Most Colors #PH2K

$189.95
Buck Strider Fixed Blade
w/BG42 Stainless Steel

Retail
#BU888BG42 $220.95

800-338-6799
P.O Box 600
5111 Berwyn Rd.
College Park, MD 20740

www KNIFECENTERC
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These factory knives take on everything
the Randall Adventure &
Training Team throw
their way

By Jeff Randall

The Ka-Bar Camp Knife
(top) and the Becker
BK9 proved to be very
capable work tools
around the jungle
campsites. The

Ka-Bar ($78.87 P
MSRP w/leather sheath,
$89.80 w/Kydex) was
the best lightweight
performer, while the
BK9 was the most il
comfortable to use. .
(Randall photo) " &
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ince this is my first chance to
write about my field of expertise
in BLAD. I feel it only appro-
priate to outline my qualifica-
tions, My partners—Mike Perrin
and Patricia Tadder—and 1 operate a jungle
training and adventure company and are the

THE CQD® MARK V ATAC

reckoned with.”
— Michael Janich

256-A Industrial Park Dr.
Waynesville, NC 28786
www.mastersofdefense.com

Blade length
Overall length

FOR PROFESSIONALS

International Blade Show Overall Knife of the Year
“The Mark V is a serious field tool..

legal U.S. represe
Force ESSEL Sc J IC
for Escuela de Supervivencia en la Selva,
which transl School of Jungle
Survival. The s so teaches search-
and-rescue techniques. Our team has
completed dozens of missions into the

6.875"
12.875"

.a force to be

Jungle sur

THE CQD® MARK V STINGER

BY PROFESSIONALS

“A mid-sized fixed blade that hands-down beats
the cutlery competition...the M.O.D. Stinger is the

Randall’s Adven-
ture & Training
feam members and
their knives in the
dense jungle some-
where in South
America, from left:
Jairo with the Newt
Livesay AK
(Livesay’s list
price: $150); Patri-
cia Tadder with the
Ka-Bar Camp Knife;
and Mike Perrin
with the Becker
Knife & Tool BK9
(584.95 MSRP).
(Randall photo)

South America training military,
ients, and s in the art of
val and jungle search and rescue.
Due to the nature of our trips, knives |
large I'0|L in the instruction and pra of

these skills, particularly large machete or

rie-type blades.

corporat

Blade length 4.4
Overall length 9.75"

knife of tomorrow

\STERS OEDBay, -
‘\

“f/ D>

’i J|\.’

_ W
Ifg comph™

that is here today.”

~ James Keating

Toll Free: (888) 832-4158
Phone: (828) 452-4158
Fax: (828) 452-7327

MADE IN THE U.S.A. AND GUARANTEED FOR LIFE See our entire line at www.mastersofdefense.com
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™ Jairo uses the Livesay AK to clear away
| secondary jungle growth. The full flat grind and
% ergonomic handle made it the favorite of the
Peruvian indigenous team. (Randall photo)

JOY ENTERPRISES

1104 53"° COURT SOUTH, AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS PARK, W. PALM BEACH, FL 33407
Phone: (561) 863-3205 - Fax:(561) 863-3277 - For Quick Service Toll Free:(800) 500-3879
e-mail : mail@joyenterprises.com ¢« Catalog available to dealers only. Please include letterhead, phone number & resale license number.

00413 - 10'/." - Spain - COUGAR™
Crown Stag Handle

Fine Leather Sheath

One Piece 440 Molybdenum
Vanadium Steel Blade

MUELA
i~ OF SPAIN

SPORTING
7W CUTLERY
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During our last trip we chose three
blades to evaluate: the Camillus/Becker BK9
Combat Bowie, the Ka-Bar Camp Knife,
and a handmade piece from Newt Livesay’s
Livesay Combat Knives called the AK
(Adventure Knife). All are offered with
Kydex sheaths, which work much better than
leather in humid jungle environments. The
blades of the AK and the Camp Knife are
1095 steel, and the BK9 is 0170-6C carbon
steel, just like the rest of the Becker line. To
be honest, I haven’t noticed much difference
in the performance of the two steels. Both
hold a very good edge, resharpen easily and
have always been tough enough to withstand
what my partners and I put them through, so
what more could we want?

For jungle work, we’ve always liked
carbon steels a little better than exotics or
stainless steels. What about rust? The Camil-
lus and the Ka-bar have black powder coats,
while the Livesay is mil-spec black phos-
phate. Both coatings have always held up
well during our training trips in the jungle.
Having said that, even if they do rust, who
cares? If you’re working a knife as much as

we do, then surface rust quickly wears off

and has little or no effect on the overall
outcome of the task at hand. We like knives
that work instead of blades that look pretty
and shiny all the time, and carbon steel
usually fills the bill without costing too
much. Once you get the knives back home,
just rub a small amount of oil over them and
they’re preserved until the next trip.

Becker BK9

Of all the knives that Ethan Becker has
designed, the Patrol Machete and BK9 are
my favorites. Both are well suited for jungle
and tropical work. With a 9-inch blade, the
BKD9 is an awesome chopper while retaining
the ability to do finer work. At .210 of an
inch, it’s slightly thicker than the “industry
standard” of 3/16 inch. This gives it a little
more weight out front, while the long, flat
grind keeps the cutting efficiency up to par.
Other features include a thumb ramp,
hammer pommel and an unusual clip point
that allows for some extremely strong point-

piercing capabilities. Since the swedge of

the clip is not sharpened, it doesn’t cut into
your hand while using the BK9 as a draw
knife.

Chopping tests performed in the making
of shelter poles proved the knife very
comfortable in use. Though I’ve never been
particularly fond of the “parrot-beak”
handles on the Becker line, the weight and
balance of the BK9 didn’t bother my pinkie
finger as much as the Patrol Machete, so no
modifications were necessary. It readily
became a camp favorite among the locals
and military for cutting up dinner. Splitting
through the tough bones and skulls of game
taken for food caused no edge problems. As
a machete, the BK9 sailed through vines,
saplings and broad-leaf material. If you're
looking for a “do-it-all” blade that’s plenty
tough and easy on the pocketbook (manu-

The team used the Becker BK9 for most of the
food preparation. The edge configuration and
excellent cutting efficiency enabled it to easily
slice a jungle rodent (paca) to bite-sized
portions, as well as cut vines, saplings and
broad-leaf material. (Randall photo)
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Technology with an Edge

The Technology.. Kershaw's Ken Onion Black Out

The Edge......... - Speed-Safe assisted-opening
mechanism
+ Sleek, black ti-nitride coating
« Ergonomic design
+ Kershaw's “shaving-sharp”
edge
- Lifetime guarantee

£y
",

Black Qut ti-nitride
coating

1999 Best-Buy
of the Year

Model 1550
MSRP $89.95

Model 1550ST
partially serrated
(not shown)
MSRP $89.95

Blade.....3 1/4in. (8.4cm.)
Steel......440A stainless,
ti-nitride-coated
Handle...Polyamide
Closed...4 1/2 in. (11.3cm.)
Weight...3.5 oz.

kcors o\

Ken /\Onion

For information or a dealer near you, call

1-800-325-2891

www kershawknives.com
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DeaLers OnLy!

Your ONE SOURCE
FOR KNI\IESS

ﬂ{ Spvdcrco// f
/

Boker &

OvER
200 BRANDS

BLUE Rioge Ky,

Phone
(276) 783-6143

Fax
(276) 783-9298

Web Site: www.blueridgeknives.com

E-Mail:onestop@blueridgeknives.com

Send a copy of your business license and
$3 (refundable) for 744 page color catalog.
Minimum order required.

Blue Ridge Knives  Department BL
166 Adwolfe Road ¢ Marion, VA 24354
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Patricia clears a vine from her
campsite with the Ka-Bar Camp

‘,.‘ Knife. (Randall photo).

- WF

facturer’s suggested retail price [MSRP]:
$84.95), then check out the BK9.

Ka-Bar Camp Knife

Ka-Bar has consistently produced great
wilderness blades. In fact, one of the most-
used sheath knives I own is an old-issue Ka-
Bar USMC fighting/utility that’s been
through the ringer and just keeps on giving
service. So when I spied the new Ka-Bar
Camp Khnife, I knew I wanted to try it in the
jungle.

The Camp Knife is much smaller and
lighter than the other two pieces used during
the trip. Its recurved blade comes in at 8
inches long and is built from 3/16-inch
stock. It has the standard Ka-Bar-style
handle made of a Kraton G thermoplastic
elastomer—much better in the jungle than
the standard leather-washer handle. The
Camp Knife has a short hollow grind, leav-
ing a lot of thickness above it. Even though
the grind adversely affects the knife’s cutting
efficiency, it adds weight for chopping and
lateral strength.

The Camp Knife performs as you would
expect a camp knife to, and then some. It
had no problems digging out roots below
our mosquito netting, cutting stakes for
tying our campsite down, and, due to its
short hollow grind, was the best small-wood
splitter of the three knives tested. It readily
popped open kindling to get a cook fire
started. It also worked alongside the Becker
for cleaving small animals in half to be
smoked over the fire. Typical of all the Ka-
Bars I’ve owned, the heat treat and 1095
edge held strong through the entire trip, with
no apparent defects. After returning home, I
noticed the edge was somewhat dull but by
no means unusable. In short, the Ka-Bar
Camp Knife lives up to its name.

Livesay AK

Newt Livesay and I have worked together on
numerous projects and I’ve always appreci-
ated his knife designs—especially the
comfort of the handles. Having graduated
the ESSEL School with us, Newt now hangs
around in the jungle about as much as we
do, so it was only fitting that he should
design a jungle knife.

The AK has a 12-inch blade with a stock
thickness just over 3/16 inch. The full flat
grind makes for an extremely efficient
heavyweight slicer and chopper. It became
our “front-of-the-boat knife” for cleaving
through entanglements on our way up river.

If there’s one thing Newt is better at than
most makers, it’s handle ergonomics, and the
AK is no exception. As with all his knives, I
can use them all day without gloves and not
get a hot spot or blister on my hand.

From clearing out areas for campsites to
firewood chores, the AK saw its share of the
workload. Our river pilot even used it to
fashion a board from a small tree to repair
the boat transom. As with the rest of the
pieces used on our trip, the 1095 blade held
up well with no edge problems. The Livesay
AK is an excellent heavyweight among
handmade jungle knives.

Conclusion
Though some worked better than others for
specific chores, with any of these three
models you wouldn’t be “under-knifed.” The
bottom line to surviving in a jungle is having
a knife that will slice vegetation, chop
through dense areas, clean fish and game,
and be tough enough to withstand stresses
while maintaining a good edge.

A jungle survival knife is a tool—noth-
ing more. It doesn’t take exotic steels or
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ADVENTURE TRAVEL IN THE

THIRD WORLD

Foreword by Robert Young Pelton
author of the best-seller The Warlds Most Dangerous Places

Primal Scream

s its title reflects—Adventure
ATravel in the Third World:

Everything You Need to Know
to Survive in Remote and Hostile
Destinations—a new book written by
Jeff Randall and Mike Perrin details
not only how to survive but how to
thrive in the wilds of the world’s most
remote locations.

If it has to do with traveling to and
exploring the nether regions of Third
World countries—survival gear and
techniques; scheduling; passports and
visas; foreign currency; transporta-
tion; food; water; accommodations;
security; travel guides; local customs;
language; insurance; first aid and
more—this book covers it. According
to rock-and-roll superstar Ted Nugent,
an avid outdoors man and survivalist
in his own right, “Adventure Travel in
the Third World can bring back that
dynamic primal scream that begs to
be celebrated deep within every think-
ing, reasoning human of heart, soul,
and attitude.”

For more information contact
Paladin Press, Gunbarrel Tech Center,
7077 Winchester, Dept. BL5, Boulder,
CO 80301 (303) 443-7250
www.paladin-press.com.—by
BLADE® staff

rocket science to perform the duties of such
a knife. In fact, the indigenous jungle people
survive everyday on blades of lesser quality.
When it comes to survival, experience and
knowledge beat technology most every time.

For the contact information for the knives in
the story, see “Where To Get 'Em” on page

BLADE
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— KNIVES WANTED —

Custom Handmade Knives
One Knife or Entire Collections

Highest Prices Paid -~ Quick Payment - Free Appraisals
WE TAKE CONSIGNMENTS

We Also Sell the Finest Knives
Knifemasters Custom Knives (1963)

P.O. Box 208, Westport, CT 06881
Phone: 203-226-5211 ~----~- Fax: 203-226-5312

= 67 SF UTILITY
-

35th Anniversary
of Vietnam-era
knives of
CISO-SOG
designed by
Conrad Ben Baker

Exclusively From:
BECK’S CUTLERY

McGregor Village Shopping Center #109
107 Edinburgh South, Cary, NC 27511
919-460-0203

Fax: 919-460-7772

77S0G RECON

E-mail: beckscutlery@mindspring.com
Website: www.beckscutlery.com

These knives are the only authorized Reproductions handmade by Gary Hicks from Baker’s original drawings.
Each knife comes with a certificate of authenticity and handsigned by Baker. The first 100 are sold in sets;
individual knives may be ordered with serial numbers higher than 100.

Knife Outlet.

Cool Blades! Hot Prices!

Knife Outlet
www.knifeoutlet.com
(800) 607-9948

The knives you want at internet prices!
Div. of Specialty Web Marketing, Inc.
66400 Oak Road, Lakeville, IN 46536

[ |
Retail cutlery and cutlery accessories since 1987

EXCELLENT MAILORDER PRICES & SELECTION

CALL FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG

wesnie 000-0687-6202

Retail cutlery and cutlery accessories since 1987
2467 | 40 West, Amarillo, TX 79109
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W By MSG Kim Breed
5th Special Forces (retired)

A Legend’s Design
Taken To Task

Can the Lone Wolf Loveless Classic Utility live up to its name?

between custom makers and factories,

those involving Blade Magazine
Cutlery Hall-Of-Famer© Bob Loveless are
a sure bet. His handmade knives bring a
high price but the Loveless Classic Utility
from Lone Wolf Knives allows everyone
the chance to buy a Loveless design.

In light of today’s many collaborations

The LV-04 stainless blade parted the skin of the whitetail wth ease nd howed no
signs of losing its edge.

46 / BLADE

The knife is simple in concept yet its
ability to function is high. The utility
hunter blade is excellent for all-around use.
The team at Lone Wolf Knives did a
superb job adding a zippered case, a
display stand and a cleaning cloth, acces-
sories you normally would have to buy
separately. Nice touch.

The Lone Wolf Loveless Classic Utility
features a 4.5-inch blade of a special LV-
04 stainless steel. The handle is a Bob
Loveless favorite: green Micarta®. Over-
all length: 9.25 inches. MSRP: $300.

OK, so the looks are all there. Let’s
check out the performance.

Straight From The Box

With hunting season coming to a close, I
managed to bag another deer. The same
day I received the Classic Utility. Talk
about timing! I took it straight from the
box and went to work.

I enjoyed the task of skinning the
whitetail. The LV-04 stainless blade parted
the skin with ease and showed no signs of
losing its edge. Switching the knife from
hand to hand posed no challenges, even
with deer blood on the handle.

Now came the hard part: Processing
the meat into steaks. I used the knife to
quarter and finish cut 20 pounds of steak,
15 pounds of jerky meat, and 10 pounds
each of stew and burger meat—all with the
factory edge still able to grab the skin on
my fingertips. From there, I sliced up 3
feet of cardboard to see if the glue would
take the edge off a little. The edge would
still grab some skin, so I started cutting
half-inch manila rope.

After 15 cuts, the edge finally started
to slide. I grabbed my extra-fine diamond
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hone and freshened the edge. From there,
the Classic Utility made 30 single-stroke
cuts.

It was time for the edge-flex test. I
flexed both sides of the edge to see if it
would curl. It flexed perfectly with no chip-
ping, a sign of proper heat treatment.

As for handling, the wide thumb
notches across the top of the bolster section
provided plenty of control. The green,
contoured Micarta slabs—a Loveless

favorite—filled my hand but could’ve been
a little more rounded for a smoother fit.
There’s also a hole in the butt for a lanyard.

No Pouch Potato

A 7/10-ounce cowhide pouch sheath
protects the Classic Utility. When the knife
is fully inserted in the sheath, only an inch-
and-a-half of handle butt is left exposed—
ideal for an index-finger-and-thumb-grab
withdrawal. A Kydex liner protects the

After the author used the Classic Utlllty to cut the deer meat, cardboard and 15 pieces
of half-inch manila rope, the edge finally started to slide. He put a fresh edge on the
blade and it made 30 single-stroke cuts on the rope.

Blade length

6.875"

Overall length 12.

MADE IN THE U.S.A. AND

MAY 2003

THE DOVER SHOW
WRCA/WARTHER
KNIFE EXPO

May 31-June 1, 2003
Tuscarawas County Fairgrounds
259 S. Tuscarawas Ave.
Dover, Ohio
(I-77 & Exit 83 - one mile past Warther’s)
New & Antique Factory Knives
Custom Knives-Collectible Knives
Exhibitor Set-up:

Sat. & Sun., 7am to 9am
ADMISSION: FREE TO PUBLIC

Open to the public: Sat. 9am-4:30pm
Sun. 9am-3pm

Nearby Motel Accommodations Available
Call Tuscarawas Conv. & Visitors Bureau
1-800-527-3387

SHOW ATTRACTIONS
Forging Demo - Knife Throwing
Knife Grinding - Scrimshaw Artist

ADDITIONAL ATTRACTIONS

Tour the Warther Museum, home of Ernest

Warther, “The World’s Master Carver”

There will be raffles and silent auctions through-

out the show
GENERAL INFORMATION

TRADE/DISPLAY TABLE RESERVATIONS
WRCA, PO BOX 355, DOVER, OH 44622

E-mail dmusgrav@neo.rr.com
WEB SITE: http://wrca-oh.com

cal

Y

!

Blade length  4.4"
Overall length 9.75"

RANTEED FOR LIFE See our entlre Ime.at www.mastersofdefense.com
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Deepak Chopra Cutlery And Accessories, Inc.
Finally...A Micro-Tech Distributor Who Only Sells Wholesale!

Infroducing the Double Action Lightfoot LCC Auto ready for
delivery at a competitive wholesale price only.

THE MRT-1

* CA Legal 2” Blades

* CM154 Steel Blades

* Comes in 5 Colors

* The Only 2-Blade Auto Knife
in Production

* Safety For Each Blade

Al Mar SERE 2000 Scale Release D/A
* Only 50 Pcs. Left of First Production Run *

Converted By
VOLLOTON
Phone# 925-454-0595

Wholesale Only, Information On A Retail Location Also Available
Ready For Inmediate Delivery - Limited Quantities Available

Fax# 925-454-0289 E-mail: chopra@pacbell.net

COMNANDER
BI1S

P-SARBK
Police Search]
and BRescile]

Coniact us ahgin
our professvINgl|
TactcalurANning|
PrOUTATISH

100% Made
in'the Ilsh _

The # JJuJ‘ '

(310) _SOZES 151
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What Exactly Is LV-04 Stainless?

he LV-04 stainless steel used in the

Loveless Classic Utility and other
Lone Wolf Knives is not listed on
common blade steel charts. That’s
because it’s one of several steels devel-
oped especially for Lone Wolf Knives.
The LV-04 was created because there
was no existing steel that had the proper-
ties desired for the Loveless Classic Util-
ity. Working with Loveless, Lone Wolf
established how it wanted the steel to
perform and then challenged a major
steel producer to meet those require-
ments.

LV-04 is very similar in content to
440B Modified, including the same
amounts of carbon (.9 percent) and
molybdenum (1.15 percent). The differ-
ence is in vanadium. LV-04 has .10
percent of it as opposed to none for
440B Modified. As Wayne Goddard
notes this issue in the story beginning on
page 20, vanadium carbides are the hard-
est carbides found in steel, and hardness
has a lot to do with edge holding. Of
course, any steel is only as good as its
heat treatment and, according to the
author in his edge-flex test of the Classic
Utility blade, its heat treatment seems to
be just fine. Moreover, LV-04 can be
forged, which Lone Wolf officials said
was the key to producing the Loveless
blades in a closed-die forging tool.—by
BLADE® staff

sheath and, most important, the end user.

For more information contact Lone Wolf
Knives, attn: D. Hutchens, Dept. BLS,
17400 SW Boones Ferry Road, Ste. 240,
Portland, OR 97224 (503) 431-6777
www.lonewolfknives.com. BLADE

Company Lone Wolf Knives
Designer Bob Loveless

Model Loveless Classic Utility
Pattern Fixed-blade hunter
Blade Style Utility
Construction Full-tapered tang
Blade Steel LV-04 stainless
Blade Length 4.5”

Overall Length 9.25”

Handle Green canvas Micarta®
Rockwell Hardness 57-59 Rc
‘Weight 9 ozs.

Sheath 7/10-0z. cowhide, pouch style
MSRP $300
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Something old and
omethmg new_

Bob Loveless
New Loveless

= Traditional “Drop Point”
- folding knife. Announcing “The
first Loveless folders.”

Lone Wolf Knives builds “Authorized”

See U semi-custom Loveless knives. Don’t buy an imitation!

See Us l
At Oregon
"_Table 101
— o d

Lone Wolf Knives is proud to be working with Bob Loveless to
produce semi-custom knives! Our fixed blade series is called the
Classic with “Utility” and “Semi-Skinner” blade styles. The blades
are forged and the handle is green canvas Micarta. The new

i Loveless Traditional folding knives capture the Loveless fixed
LONE WOLF KNIVES™ bla.de”lt‘)‘ok ar.ld f?el in :1 corr‘l‘pac.t. pa’ckage. There are .“Drop
STANINE PEEUD Point”, “Semi-Skinner” and “Utility” blade styles to pick from.

Look for these knives at a Lone Wolf Dealer near you today.

17400 SW Upper Boones Ferry Road, Suite 240, Portland, OR 97224 « www.lonewolfknives.com

_ A | Catalogue Knife and Gun Catalogue
When the kmfe is fully inserted in the $3.00 Finishing Supply $3.00
sheath, only an inch-and-a-half of handle :

butt is left exposed—ideal for an index- PO Box 458 * Lakeside * AZ * 85929 NEW AREA CODE (928)-537-8877
finger-and-thumb-grab withdrawal. e 5 Y : ’
; Damascus Billets { '

Devin Thomas Stainless and Hi Carbon

. . | Hollow Grinding Video
Disc Grinders | . Grinding Video

9” Discs 25 Species of Wood
9x11 Sheets Horn
Spray Adhesive Ivory
\ ) Giraffe Bone
( Belt Grinders ) Exotic Skins
1X42 Belts Leather Dye
2X48 Belts Epoxies
2X72 Belts Imitation Stag
1X30 Belts Steel Multi Tool Grinder-Buffer
> 2 *440c  +1084 |\ylti Tool Attachment only $310
Baldor Buffers | “ATS 34 1095 [Jet Motor only $189
Buffs 67-8’-10" | *D-2  *203-E
. 7 15 N20
S TR N ~ e I Custom Stabilizing
After cutting the meat and to see if the : i
edge would hold, the author sliced up 10 Years Experlence
3 feet of cardboard. The edge held. Note i | Wood-Bone-lvory-Horn

the wide thumb notches across the top .
of the bolster for extra control. Orders only 800-972-1192 www.knifeandgun.com

-_Blae |
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hen buying a knife, how
much thought do you give to
the geometry of the blade?
Of course, beauty, weight
and feel play a role, but do you ever ask
how the geometric lines of the blade are
going to affect the knife’s performance?
Even if you never intend to use the knife,
you should think that one day it might be
used. As a result, you should carefully
consider the concept of distal taper.

50/ BLADE

geometry

ABS master smith Mike Williams
defines distal taper as the way the blade
tapers from the ricasso to the tip. “Some
will exhibit taper from the guard out, but
currently it’s normally from the ricasso
out, with the ricasso itself being square,”
he observes.

Distal taper dates back centuries. “It’s
not a new concept,” ABS apprentice smith
Vince Evans notes. “From ancient times it
was used to lighten and balance swords. If

According to ABS master
smith Mike Williams, knives
that are designed for cutting
such media as meat and
paper will benefit from distal
taper because it promotes a
thinner edge that produces
less drag. Here, Williams’
Quachita hunter is used to
do the honors.

a sword was not distal tapered, all you
would have was a crow bar with an edge.”

According to ABS master smith Tim
Hancock, distal taper is most important on
thick blades, such as some of the old
bowies, which had spine thicknesses at the
guard area of approximately 3/8 inch. “By
tapering the blade to the tip, the knife
would have the proper balance and speed.
The thinner the blade, the less important
distal taper is,” Hancock offers. “In fact,
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Jarrell Lambert prefers a modi-
fied distal taper with a flat area
out from the front of the guard
before the taper starts. His
camp knife is equipped with
a 7 1/2-inch blade of 1084
high-carbon steel. The
handle is axis deer horn
and desert ironwood with
nickel-silver fittings. His
list price: $650.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

msrp $79.99 & $89.99

Nitsir $79.99 & $89.99
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\ :
TIMBERLINE

WORKING
KNIVES

Greg Lightfoot Designed

R

No. 7213 MSRP $150

L

No. 7211 MSRP $150

Kelly Worden Designed

No. 11291 MSRP $64.99 I

-

No. 11293 MSRP $64.99

No. 11231 MSRP $54.99 I

No. 11233 MSRP $54.99

No. 10415 MSRP $49.99

Timberline® Designed

No. 20413 MSRP $69.99 10

ENVOY™

1-800-LIV-SHARP™

or visit our Web site for the dealer nearest you.
www.timberlineknives.com
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As Jim Crowell puts it, “Distal taper
allows the cutting edge to have a
smaller degree of angle progress-
ing down the blade, resulting in
less drag and producing greater
penetration into the medium
with a said amount of energy.”
The 10 3/4-inch blade on this
unfinished Crowell creation
is Shimmer-pattern damas-
cus—320 layers of 1084
and 15N20 high-carbon
steels. The handle is
elephant ivory. His list
price for the knife when
finished: $2,800.
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Mike Williams said
some knives will
exhibit taper from the
guard out but
currently it’s
normally from the
ricasso out, with the
ricasso itself being
square. His damas-
cus Quachita
hunter has a 4.25-
inch blade
composed of 160
layers of 1084
and 15N20. The
sheep-horn
handle features
mortised-tang
construction.
His list price:
$495.

2 Annual
CusTOM RNIFE SHOW

SPECIAL GUESTS
JERRY FISK « MEL PHRDUE

with some of the Finest Makers
in Our Industry Today!

AIRPORT HOLIDAY INN
HWY4941-10
GULFPORT, MS

April 26th & 27th

$at.9-545un.9-4

IBIG DRAWINGS!
IFREE PARKING!
Adults $5.00

CONTACT:
PERRY WINGO
(228) 863-3193
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presents the

BLACKJACK®

GRUNT
$94.00

with sheath
delivered in
u.s.

The Grunt
offers a Ken
Warner blade design for
maximum cutting with a state-of-
the-art grip in a truly superior leather sheath.
The blade (5 fi " x 1 5/8") is AUS-8 steel convex-
ground. Itis Blackjack Sharp® with a slicing
curve a full 5 3/8" long. The grip is Kraton, mold-
ed over a full tang. The sheath is U.S.-made,
built in heavy russet leather more like a fast-draw
pistol holster than a standard factory sheath. The
Grunt is the second in the new generation of
Blackjack tactical knives.

KNIFEWARE,

INC.
PO. Box 3

Greenville, WV 24945 >
304 832 6878

www.knifeware.com
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EireStone
PocketAxe, HandAxe, and BeltAxe

The Ultimate in Hunting Tools
Each one does the work of your best
hunting knife, skinner, & camp axe all in one

| 3 we

Email: in

WWW.NORDICKNIVES.COM

Specializing in Custom & Randall Knives Since 1971

Your Satisfaction is Guaranteed by our Return Policy

Visit our Web Site,
also featuring
manufactured sport knives
and kitchen cutlery

1634-C6 Copenhagen Dr.
Solvang, CA 93463 U.S.A.
(805) 688-3612
or (800) 992-6574 (orders only)
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full-length distal taper on a bowie blade of
3/16-inch thickness and an 8-inch length
would leave the tip area so thin and weak
that, in my opinion, it would be an inferior
knife. To me, it’s a process of speed and
strength. Some balance between the two
must be considered to make a superior
knife.”

“Distal taper is
the way the blade
tapers from the
ricasso to the tip.”
—Mike Williams

ABS master smith Jarrell Lambert says
that distal taper will give the blade more
flexibility and spread the stress more
evenly throughout than a blade made of
the same material and having no distal
taper. “As a rule, when placed in a bending

position, a blade that has the same thick-

ness of material throughout most of its
length will tend to bend in one general
area,” Lambert explains. “However, one
with distal taper will have an even arc
throughout the length of the blade.” It all
depends on the type of draw applied to,
and the resulting flexibility of, the back of
the blade, Jarrell stresses. “I use a modi-
fied distal taper on my blades,” he adds. “I
have a flat area out from the front of the
guard before the taper starts and the same
way with the tang area.” Williams agrees.
“Distal taper allows for the blade to flex
further and then spring back than would be
the case for a blade without distal taper,”
he notes.

“From ancient
times it was used to
lighten and balance

swords.”

—Vince Evans

Big knives are the beneficiaries of
distal taper. “The smaller the blade and the
thinner the blade material, the less of a
factor distal taper is,” Williams advises.
On the other hand, larger hunters, camp
knives, some bowies—though not all
antique bowies have distal taper—fighters
and blades that are used in cutting contests
where quickness and cutting ability are

keys will benefit from distal taper.

“Knives that are designed for cutting meat,
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paper and such will benefit from distal
taper because it promotes a thinner edge
that produces less drag,” Williams points
out. “I don’t believe distal taper is impor-
tant when cutting rope except for the
balance of the knife itself. It’s like using a
fillet knife versus a butcher knife; when
cutting rope, you want the weight
forward.”

Scientist of Cut

ABS master smith Jim Crowell is in what
fellow ABS master smith Jerry Fisk says is
the small percentage of makers who actu-
ally study the science of what makes a
knife cut. “What is a knife’s primary func-
tion? To slice and chop,” Crowell asks and
answers. “You want the knife to slice and

chop efficiently, in other words, to do the
task with the least amount of effort.”
Following are some of Crowell’s thoughts
on distal taper:

“Besides giving balance, weight reduc-
tion, looks and flexibility to the blade,

“Distal taper
promotes a thinner
edge that produces

less drag.”
—Mike Williams

Parallel
Flat Grind

1.0000 —=

| 9.0000

8.4714° L‘

distal taper allows the cutting edge to have
a smaller degree of angle progressing
down the blade, resulting in less drag and
producing greater penetration into the
medium with a said amount of energy. As
a result, a blade with distal taper will
always cut more efficiently than the same
blade with a parallel spine.

“If you want weight in your blade,
maybe for chopping, increase the width of
the blade, but have a distal taper. This will
provide the weight needed but also a lesser
degree of angle on the edge. Consequently,
you will have the best of both worlds. This
is what ABS journeyman smith John Fitch
incorporated into his ‘Hog Body’ competi-
tion knife (for more on it, see the August
’02 BLADE®). Fitch has won more cutting
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At bottom is the Distal Taper Flat Grind and at top is the Parallel Flat Grind. Each image includes both side and overhead views. As
you can see, the angle is more “blunt” with the parallel spine. The point will be thinner and not as strong with the distal-taper spine.
However, unless you simply want to punch holes with your blade, the knife with the distal-taper spine will be more efficient at

cutting and chopping. (drawings by Jim Crowell)
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Made in the USA
Blade: 2.125" Handle: 3.125"

28 different folding pocket knife
models available. High-grade
carbon steel/Rockwell 52.
Available in a variety of handle
materials: wood, solid plastic,
colorful celluloid handles and sev-
eral celluloids with wildlife scenes.
High-quality
knives for a low price!

THE CLOSEST THING TO HAND MADE YOU CAN
FIND! WITHOUT THE WAIT OR COST.

" Impressive
$ European

Forged and Fitted By 0ld World Craftsmen in Pnléﬁd. An Excellent Value.
WILD BOAR BLADES ¢ KOPROMED USA
1701 Broadway PMB282, Vancouver, WA 98663
PH: 888-735-8483 ¢ FAX: (360) 735-0390

E-mail: info@wildboarblades.com
www.kopromed.com.pl/ ¢ www.wildboarblades.com
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competitions than anyone else. This is
because of skill and blade geometry, not
[just] power.

“What if the blade has a thin spine to
begin with; do you still want distal taper?
Yes. The degree of taper won’t be as much
as on a thicker spine—in fact, it will be
very subtle—but even then it provides the
most efficient cut.

“Say you like a parallel spine design;
is there a happy median for having both a
parallel spine and an efficient cutting
edge? Yes. It will never be as efficient as a
full distal taper but it can be close. If the
happy median is what you choose, the
blade must start to distal taper where the
cutting edge begins to arc upward to the
tip. This allows the degree of angle of the
cutting edge to adjust to the blade as it
becomes narrower, resulting in a smaller
angle of the cutting edge. If the blade isn’t
distal tapered, the degree of angle of the
cutting edge more than doubles compared
to the distal-tapered blade, the angle of
which hardly changes. That abrupt change
in angle will only produce more drag,
resulting in less efficiency or penetration.

“The thinner the
blade, the less impor-
tant distal taper is.”
—Tim Hancock

“Imagine chopping a 2x4 in half; the
percussion point of the blade penetrates
the wood. With proper technique, the
momentum of the swing makes the blade
invade deeper into the wood. The stopping
point or exit point will be further toward
the tip than the percussion point. You want
the angle of the cutting edge to be increas-
ingly smaller as measured up the blade so
there will be the least amount of drag
possible, resulting in a deeper cut. These
principles work the same regardless of
chopping or slicing and regardless of the
medium: wood, rope, meat, paper, etc.”

Conclusion

Williams, Hancock and Lambert
explained what distal taper is, does and
how it affects the weight, balance and feel
of the knife. Crowell described how distal
taper produces the most efficient cut.
With the information at hand, it’s my opin-
ion that you would want distal taper, espe-
cially on every big knife, every time.

For the contact information for the knives
illustrated herein, see “Where To Get
'Em” on page 98.
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SMITH & WESSON® SPECIAL Ops°

S:rgith&Wusgon
Special Ops

SW108, MK | Tanto, Plain $49.99

Smith&We
L A THS
Specia) nr:son

SW110, MK | Tanto, Serrated $49.99 \

Smith AW,
3,
Special Gpa

SW113, MK II, Plain  $49.99

Smith&Wess,
2. 5
Spectal Opa

SW114, MK II, Serrated $49.99

Smith&Wes @
Specin] G;ion

SW116, MK Ill,Plain $59.99

Smith &, )]
: CER)
acing Opgon

SW117, MK llIl,Combo  $59.99

SW115, MK IV Skeletal Neck Knife $29.99

SP2502, Combat Survival Kukri

KKRO01, Kukri Kydex Replacement Sheath

$59.99
$29.99

Tactical Knives for...

* Police and Public Service
* Personnel Service

* Utility and Durability

High carbon steel Tanto-style blades take an edge quickly and
hold it well. Folders feature thumb studs for one-handed,
ambidextrous operation. Knives are assembled with Torx
fasteners for easy maintenance. All knives except the MK-IV
feature removable deep-draw pocket clips for instant access. A
fine finish and subdued black color make the line a favorite with
Public Service professionals as well as serious civilians.

MK I™ AND MK 1I™ COMBAT FOLDERS
* Anodized aluminum handles with rubber grip inserts
* Smooth opening side lock
MK I: Hefty dimensions make this a fine, all-purpose knife.
Specs: Overall- 8-1/2”" » Closed- 4-3/4” « Blade- 3-3/4" x 1/16”
* MK IL Slightly smaller for easier carry/concealment.
Specs: Overall- 7-1/4” » Closed- 4” » Blade- 3-1/4" x 1/8”

MK III™ FRAMELOCK FOLDERS

* Frame lock folders utilize one side of the skeletonized carbon
steel frame as the locking mechanism with fixed-blade safety

¢ Milled thumbrest for positive control

* Black powder-coated handle

* Black Teflon®-coated blade

¢ Specs: Overall- 8-1/2” ¢ Closed- 4-3/4” » Blade- 3-5/8” x 1/8”

MK IV™" SKELETAL NECK KNIFE

* [deal, concealable backup weapon

* Sturdy chain is designed to break under undue pressure to
prevent choking

* Black fiber-reinforced nylon handle

* Black Teflon®-coated blade

* Fiber reinforced nylon sheath with positive click-stop retention
and built-in emergency whistle

¢ Specs: Overall- 6-7/8" ¢ Blade- 3" x 0.10”

COMBAT SURVIVAL™ KUKRI

The legendary Gurkhas, renowned warriors from the Nepalese

Himalayas, served as mercenary warriors for the British crown as

late as World War II. Tales of their fearlessness in battle are still

told today, and the kukri, their weapon of choice for close quarters

combat, lives on, improved with modern steel and a grippy

Kraton® handle.

* Perfectly balanced for chopping, with deep belly for slicing, food
preparation or game skinning

* 1095 Carbon Steel full-tang blade

* Epoxy powder coated for corrosion resistance

* Kraton® handle with bird’s-beak pommel and lanyard

* Dimensions - 17” overall with 12” x 0.187” blade

* Weight - 2 Ibs.

¢ Black Cordura® nylon belt sheath

» Made in the U.S.A. by Ontario Knife Company

See Your Local Knife Dealer or Call:

800-338-4327

Spec Ops Knives

BAM, Ltd

PO Box 100001, Kennesaw, GA 30144-9217
Dealer & Distributor Inquiries Call:
888-276-4700

Fax: 770-419-2895

E-mail: wholesale@brigadeqm.com

KEY: BLO5



knife coatings
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The Hauzer 1500 is one of Bodycote’s
batch-coating machines. This particu-
‘-. - lar model is programmed to apply
' a boron-carbide coating.
(Ewing photo)

BEST

FOR YOURK

N e -
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The 5.5-inch clip-point
blade of CPM S30V stain-
less, titanium handle and all
the hardware—screws,
spacer pillars, blade stops
and clip—of Darrel Ralph’s
Aftermath folding bowie are

tungsten DLC coated. The

result is even smoother
action on what’s already
a smooth knife. Ralph’s
list price: $695.

For enhanced corrosion
and wear resistance,

as well as eye candy,
Bodycote has knives

By Dexter Ewing cove l‘ed
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lade coatings have been an
option in the knife industry for
many years, with their three
advantages being: 1) corrosion
resistance; 2) anti-glare; and 3)
enhanced cutting performance. In particu-
lar, knives with a tactical bent embraced
blade coatings, and pretty soon the all-
black “stealth” look was in and available
on nearly every tactical folder and fixed
blade on the market in the early-to-mid
1990s. After a few years, the popularity of
the all-black look waned, with some
consumers turning their attention to colors
on their knives.

Now, there are two exciting coatings and
an advanced technology in which they’re
applied.

Enter an England-based company called
Bodycote Metallurgical Coating. Bodycote
has developed two thin-film PVD (Physical
Vapor Deposition) coatings—hboron carbide
and tungsten DLC (Diamond Like
Carbon)—for use on metals in high-wear
applications such as bearings and engine
parts. The two coatings have also found a
home on knives for greatly enhanced corro-
sion and wear protection, as well as provid-
ing a look that consumers crave.

Inside a 45,000-square-foot state-of-the-
art facility in Greensboro, North Carolina,
Bodycote services the knife industry, both
handmade and production. Benchmade,
Kershaw, MicroTech, Masters Of Defense
and Strider on the factory end, and custom
makers such as Trace Rinaldi, Darrel Ralph,
Rob Simonich, Wally Hayes and Bob
Terzuola—to name a few—all depend on
Bodycote’s expertise and skilled personnel
to get the coating job done right and on
time. A strong case can be made for boron
carbide and tungsten DLC being the most
popular blade coatings on the market. The
coatings are extremely thin—about 1.5
microns thick—but highly durable and abra-
sion resistant. The thin film coatings have a
low coefficient of friction, meaning they’re
like a dry lube. Folder parts treated with
either coating result in a very smooth, silky
action. Moreover, the coatings enable the
blade to cut without much effort.

Viva la Difference
What exactly are the differences between
boron carbide and tungsten DLC?

“Boron carbide is a solid ceramic coat-
ing. It’s a non-metallic-based film that’s the
second hardest substance known to man, the
first being diamond,” notes Darrell Lewis,
Bodycote’s director of North American
development. It is its hardness—boron
carbide registers 92 Rc on the Rockwell C
scale—that is its main attribute.

On the other hand, tungsten DLC is a
metallic-based coating. “It’s achieved by
evaporating tungsten carbide,” Lewis
explains. “[The tungsten carbide] reacts
with carbon to create a DLC film.” The
main advantage of the tungsten DLC coat-
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Photo by Jim Cooper

eMail: Joe@Szilaski.com

@ aseoh . %, www.Szilaski.com
{ Se ilaski
ABS Master Smi!l;? p k-‘ Phone/Fax ( 845 ] 297.5397

WiLsoN TacTticaL | DARREL RALPH
Tac-Auto STILETTO

X KNIFE SHOP

www.onestopknifeshop.com

440C Mooer ONLY $ 15 9- 9 9.'r

154CM MobeL ONLY $ 199.99!

(DeaLer Inquiries WELcOME)

LencTH OPEN: 8.9"
LencTH CLOSED: 5.0"
BLabe LENGTH: 3.875"
BrLape MateriaL: 154CM or 440C
HanoLe MateriaL: 6061T6
Locking MeTHop: BuTtTton Lock
Orpening MeTHop: Pusi Button
Cuip: YEs
WEIGHT: 3.50z

Orper By Mai. with Money Orper or Cert. CHECK
(Incruoe $7 For UPS Grounp):

OneSTorPKNIFESHOP.COM
5875 Mining Terrace, Suite 104
JacksonviLLe FL 32257

TowL Free OrperiNG WiTH Visa, MasTer Carn, Discover
1.866.289.1757 - 1.866.BUY.1SKS
For INFORMATION, CaLL

1.904.880.3322 Inro - 1.904.880.4007 rax
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TAKE A
EXCURS

DURABLE CONSTRUC
HIGH-QUALITY MATERIA
AND ELEGANT STYLIN
COMBINE TC MAKE
THE XI 158 THE

TOOL OF CHOICE

FOR TODAY'S
ADVENTUROUS
GENTLEMAN.

SHOWN
ACTUAL
SIZE
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The Benchmade/Osborne 771BC1-01
Red/Black boasts Bodycote’s boron-
carbide coating. Blade steel is 154CM
stainless and the handle is color-splash
anodized aluminum. The mechanism is
the AXIS Lock. Weight: 1.6 ounces.
Closed length: 3.7 inches. MSRP: $170.
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"How B
ruined my life."

The heart-wrenching true

story of one man's meteoric
rise to fame, power and prosperity.

(and he blames it all on BLADE Magazine).

Dear BLADE:

It is difficult for me to write a glowing recom-
mendation for BIADE Magazine. It practically
ruined my life. ® I'm a simple man. I used to have
a simple life. # I started making custom knives on
a full-time basis in 1982. 1 was single and didn’t
need much. I made knives in a small, one-man shop
and made just enough to get by ...on
a very frugal budget. ¢ Macaroni and
cheese was priced at six boxes for
$1, and $8 could feed me for a
month. Tuesdays were “Cajun Night”
as I would add a little cayenne pep-
per ... good times ... good times ... ®
I was a guy whose big dream was to
someday have heat and running
water in his shop. Live the dream!

Then, a few years later, T started
advertising in BLADE. Orders began
pouring in from countries all over
the world. What was happening? ¢ 1 was young
and foolish, full of mac and cheese, so 1 panicked
and tried to slow the orders down by raising
prices. BLADE countered this move by including
some of the knives in feature articles and the next
thing I knew, I was on the ropes. € I had to hire a
guy to help out ...and then another ... and another.
I moved off of pasta with powdered cheese and up
to burgers and fries. What was happening? I was
confused. € Time went by ... I continued to adver-

tise in BLADE, never realizing that this was the
cause of all of the dramatic changes in my mun-
dane and frugal existence. ® Soon my shop had
heat and running water, followed by air condition-
ing.Then I had to build another shop, much larger.
There was no stopping it! The floodgates were
now open and sirloin was pouring in!!! € Next
thing I knew, I was getting married
to the most beautiful woman on the
planet (see picture at left) - Thank
you BLADE!! ® Now, we have an
ever-expanding facility with banks
of CNC machining centers and auto-
mated grinders. There are employ-
ees everywhere and I haven’t had
mac and cheese in ten years.

So, if you love mac and cheese
and hate running water, take my
advice: Do not advertise in BLADE!!!
Stay away from them! They will sim-
ply ruin your life with hundreds of new customers
and record-setting sales. € Hide!!! Go Amish!!!

I always knew that we made the highest perfor-
mance knives in the world, but 1 hold BLADE
responsible for letting everyone else know.

Thank you BLADE!
Jerry Busse

Jerry and Jennifer Busse, owners
Busse Combat Knife Co., Inc./
www.combatknives.com

BLADE

THE WORLD'S #1 KNIFE PUBLICATION



On the Web @www.texasknife.com

How to contact us:
¢ Order Toll Free:
(888) 461-8632

* VISIT OUR WEB SITE
and shop ON-LINE at:
www.texasknife.com

*» check out future shows

* look at new products

» e-mail us

* Information
(713) 461-8632

+ Fax your order 24 hours
(713) 461-8221
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Products we

carry:

* Metals

¢ Finished Blades

« Exotic Woods

* Stabilized Woods

* Horns

* Heat Treat Ovens

* Micartas

¢ Finishing
Supplies

* Sheaths

* Knifecases

* Knifemaking
Equipment

* Etching Equiment

* Mosaic Pins

Texas Knifemaker’s Supply
“THE SOURCE”
FOR ALL OF YOUR KNIFEMAKING SUPPLIES

Heat Treating, Cryogenic Quenching and Bead Blasting Services

To receive a
New Catalog
send $4.00 to:

TEXAS
KNIFEMAKER’S
SUPPLY
10649 Haddington,
#180
Houston, TX 77043

TEXAS KNIFEMAKER’S SUPPLY (888) 461-8632

In-House Heat Treating, Cryogenic
Quenching and Bead Blasting Services

* Air Quenchable Steel Only for Heat Treating

Shop on-line @www.texasknife.com

£¥0.L X1 ‘uoysnoy 08L# ‘uojbuippel 6¥90) Ajddns s oxewsjiuy sexs]

r

TRU-GRIT

QUALITY BELT GRINDERS
MADE IN THE USA
BADER ¢ BURR KING * HARDCORE

~N

REVERSIBLE 9” DISC SANDER VARIABLE OR REGULAR

BALDOR BUFFERS AND VARIABLE SPEED MOTORS

GRINDING BELTS
Norton Hoggers, 3/M Cubitron Norax, Trizact, Hermes
Super Flex, Micro Polishing Film & Scotch Brite

STAINLESS STEEL
416, 440C, ATS-34, BG-42, AND CPM-S30V

DAMASCUS
Stainless, Hi Contrast & Twisted Nickel

760 E. Francis St. Suite N Ontario CA 91761
909-923-4116 ¢ FAX 909-923-9932 ¢ 800-532-3336

K WWW trugrlt com |
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The Crowfoot
neck knife from
Simonich

Knives LLC
combines a
tungsten-DLC-
coated blade
with a carbon-
fiber handle for
the all-black
look. The 3-inch
drop-point
blade is CPM
S30V stainless.
MSRP: $159.
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ing is its low coefficient of friction. While
not as hard as boron carbide—tungsten
DLC has a Rockwell hardness of about 80
Rc—the low coefficient of friction makes
tungsten DLC highly scratch resistant. With
either coating, Bodycote basically takes a
solid—boron carbide or tungsten carbide—
turns it into a gas, and re-deposits it on an
object in a controlled, charged vacuum
atmosphere.

How It’s Done

Bodycote applies its coatings in an involved
process totaling six hours per coating run.
Knife parts are sent through a highly
advanced, computer-controlled cleaning line
consisting of 10 different stages. All parts
are loaded in baskets and a single robot
controls the entire process. There’s a reverse
osmosis and de-ionization water purifica-
tion system that supplies the cleaning line,
and all water is recycled through the system.
The objective of the cleaning line is to
remove any and all residue such as buffing
compounds, oils, fingerprints and other
impurities from the parts. The impurities
adversely affect coating adhesion, thus caus-
ing the coating to either peel or flake off the
metal surface. When parts emerge from the
cleaning line, workers must handle them
with surgical gloves to avoid smudging
them with fingerprints.

Next, the parts are hung on a huge
fixture apparatus. Lewis said that for a 4-
inch-closed folder, one of Bodycote’s
fixtures can handle about 700 parts, includ-
ing blades and liners. Once the fixtured
parts are loaded into the coating machine is
when the “magic” begins! As mentioned,
the coatings are applied to knife parts in a
controlled, charged vacuum atmosphere.
Plasma arcs evaporate boron carbide and
tungsten carbide solids, and the gas is
deposited on the knife parts, which are
charged with an opposite polarity from that
of the vacuum atmosphere. This causes the
thin film to gradually form on the knife
parts. Uniform coating application is
achieved as a result of the entire fixture
rotating inside the coating chamber.

The Durability Factor

Exactly how durable are the coatings once
they’re applied? “Each coating is basically
as strong as the [material to which it
adheres],” says Chip Hallam, Bodycote’s
senior process engineer. But what about soft
metals like aluminum and brass? Lewis
explained that they, too, can be coated,
much like steel and titanium. However, soft
metals must first be coated with a barrier
film. “This gives support for our coatings,”
Lewis notes.

Knifemaker Rob Simonich is sold on
the durability of the Bodycote coatings.
“[Boron carbide and tungsten DLC] may
cost a bit more but I can demonstrate their
durability by scratching against the coating
with a hard steel knife point,” he stresses,
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CREATE YOUR OWN LEATHER SHEATHS
Learn Exciting Leatherwork Methods
Subscribe Today to:

The Leather Crafters & Saddlers Journal
331 Annette Ct., BMD1, Rhinelander, WI 54501

6 BIG Issues

$2900

Per Year, USA

Scores of
Suppliers
-1 For Tools
" & Leather
To Order Your Subscription
Call Toll Free

888 289 6409

AMBASSADOR MFG LLC

Home of the 21st Century Tactical
Tomahawks
Featuring the G41 Warrior $165.00

HAYE

3048 Hwy. 200
Trout Creek, MT 59874
406-827-0364

Visit our Web site at
www.haysknivesmontana.com
for other tactical styles 5T,

A'ngel Sword

www . Angelsword.com
J1Z-847-7677

s

Heat 4
_ if-'rt}-mgenic
= Treatment Services!

Techno-Wootz™ Damascus
now available in bar stock!

The Pattern 3, Black Carbon

The Fairbairn-Sykes Commando Knives
Made in England by Wilkinson Sword
™~ e

WILKINSON

SWORD
ESA, 843 East 5th, Marysville OH 43040
www.esa-swords.com Tel:937-644-2170

Pattemn 1
with 2" or 3"
crossguard
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SUBERB KNIVES OFFERED BY SOME OF (ANADA'Q FINEST MAKERS
When: April 12" & 13™, 2003 10 AM — 4 PM

Where: Days Inn Toronto Airport, 6257 Airport Rd, Toronto, Ontario
Reservations: Ask for the CKG group rate (905) 678-1400

More info at: WWW.CKG.ORG or call Paul H. Johnston (519) 453-4586

3960 Lariat Ridge ¢ New Braunfels Tx 78132
Phone: 830.227.5325 ¢ Fax: 830.899.4595

Ho'r'sehead Creek Knives

“trom the P'xwueé of Dakosta”

Loyd Thoinsen, :
wAward-Winning Bladesmith

See more of Loyd’s knives on his website:

5 i 2V L, rroms™
www.horseheadcreekknives.com ¢ 605-535-6162

Introducing The Raven Combat
7” Blade 12 5/8” overall 530-V Rc 59-60
G-10 Gunner Grip™ Handles

Blackhawk Sheath

$299.00 -

Combat Tested in Afghanistan e

Simonich Knives LLC
Box 278

Clancy, MT 59634

(406) 933-9151
www.simonichknives.com
E-Mail: rob@simonichknives.com
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“and it leaves no marks!” Moreover, the
coatings are non-toxic and knives treated
with them are safe for use with food.

Cost

As for price, Ralph says he adds $50 to the
knife’s overall cost if only the blade is
coated and $75 if the entire piece is treated.
Noteboom said the coating adds about $10
to the cost of a Benchmade knife. Rinaldi
says it adds about $25-$50 to the price of
each of his knives, depending on the size of
the blade.

“The thin film
coatings have a
low coefficient of
friction, meaning
they’re like a dry
lube.”

—the author

A major area of concern for knifemak-
ers and manufacturers is finishing the
surface appearance of the blades and handle
parts prior to sending them to Bodycote.
The thin-film PVD coatings don’t hide
surface flaws as well as the titanium nitride
(TiN) or epoxy-based coatings. “[Body-
cote’s] coatings take on whatever finish the
steel has before treating,” Simonich
observes, “so the maker or manufacturer
still has to put the desired finish on the parts
to be coated.”

Conclusion
Bodycote has a legion of satisfied
customers. Many are production knife
companies that offer some models in tung-
sten DLC coating. The Chive 1600BLK,
perhaps Kershaw’s best-selling knife, is
coated entirely with tungsten DLC.
Kershaw’s Craig Green said the company’s
Boa, Avalanche and Whirlwind models also
are available with coated blades. Mean-
while, Benchmade’s Model 690 and Warren
Osborne 770 and 771 folders have boron-
carbide-coated blades as an option.

Knifemaker Darrel Ralph says he
prefers the tungsten DLC coating. “It seems
smoother finish wise and is very tough,” he
remarks. His Madd Maxx and Aftermath
folders are both available with tungsten-
DLC-coated blades, as is his Venturi butter-
fly knife. Trace Rinaldi also uses the
tungsten DLC. “The coated blades sell
better and have a lot of ‘cool factor,”” he
winked.

If you’re looking for a coated knife with
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Here’s a batch of Kershaw Chive
handle and blade parts at the end
of a coating cycle. The parts are
ready to be unloaded and pack-
aged for shipping to Kershaw for
final assembly. With its all-encom-
passing coat of boron carbide,
the Kershaw Black Chive was the
Blade Magazine 2001 American-
Made Knife Of The Year®. MSRP:
$74.95. (Ewing photo)

outstanding corrosion and scratch resist-
ance, as well as one with a smooth look,
action and feel, check into one with the
Bodycote treatment.

For contact information for the knives illus-
trated herein, see “Where To Get 'Em” on
page 98.

BLADE

Technology with an Edge

The Technology.. Kershaw's Ken Onion Chive & Scallion

The Edge............
+ Speed-Safe assisted-opening mechanism

+ Ambidextrous Index-Finger opening

+ Sized right for easy carrying

+ Kershaw's “shaving-sharp" edge G
- Lifetime guarantee ;

Model 1600
MSRP $49.95

Blade....1 15/16 in. (49cm.)

Steel.....420HC stainless

Handle..410 stainless

Lock......Frame

. Closed..2 7/8in. (7.3cm.)
~ Weight .19 0z.

Model 1620
MSRP $49.95

Model 1620ST
partially serrated
(not shown)
MSRP $49.95

Blade......2 1/4in. (5.8cm.)
Steel.......420HC stainless
Handle.....Polyamide
Lock.........Locking liner
Closed.....3 1/4in. (8.4cm.)
Weight ....2.3 0z.

kersl\a\w
W USA

Ken /\Onio

For information or a dealer near you, call:

1-800-325-2891

www kershawknives.com
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BLADE

The World's #1 Knife Publication

700 East State St

lola, Wi 54990-001
PH. 715-445-4612
Fax: 715-445-4087

www.blademag.com

Missy Beyer,
Advertising Sales
ext. 642 -
email:

beyerm@krause.com™

Jason Smith, =
Advertising Sales

ext. 809 e
email: e P
jason.smith@krause.cone

1 Stop Knife Shop

www.1stopknifeshop.com
info@onestopknifeshop.com

2thehilt.com
2thehilt.com
info@2thehilt.com

888 KNIVES R US
www.888knivesrus.com
info@888knivesrus.com

A.G. Russell Knives, Inc.
www.agrussell.com
ag@agrussell.com

Atlanta Cutlery
www.atlantacutlery.com
atlcut@mindspring.com

Arizona Custom Knives
www.arizonacustomknives.com
sharptalk@aol.com

Beck’s Cutlery
www.beckscutlery.com
beckscutlery@mindspring.com

Benchmark/National Knife Distributors
www.nkdi.com
nkdi@nkdi.com

Best Knives
www.bestknives.com
info@bestknives.com

Blade Art Inc.
www.bladeart.com
info@bladeart.com

BladeForums.com
www.Bladeforums.com
info@bladeforums.com

Bladegallery.com
www.bladegallery.com
Omalley@bladegallery.com

% Blades International Online Magazine

www.bladesinternational.com
editor@bladesinternational.com

Bob Neal Custom Knives
www.bobnealcustomknives.com
bob@bobnealcustomknives.com

Bubba Knives
www.bubbaknives.com
warren@hubbaknives.com

Busse Combat Knife Company
www.bussecombat.com
busse@bright.net

C.A.S. Iberia
www.casiberia.com
cas@casiberia.com

CBA Knives
www.chaknives.com
info@chaknives.com

Circle P Knives
www.circlepknives.com
vrichard6@quest.net

Custom Leather Knife Sheaths
www.customsheaths.com
rschrap@aol.com

~ Toll Free 800-272-5233

cuttingedge.com
www.cuttingedge.com
editor@cuttingedge.com

Damascus New Zealand
www.damascus.co.nz
matt.james@xtra.co.nz

Dantes Knifeworks
www.DantesKnife.com
sales@DantesKnife.com

Dave Ellis -

“Calif. 1st ABS Mastersmith”
www.exquisiteknives.com
ellis@mastersmith.com

Don Cowles
www.cowlesknives.com
don@cowlesknives.com

Ernie Lyle - Knifemaker
www.ernestlyleknives.com
ernestlyle@msn.com

Frost Cutlery
www.frostcutlery.com
knives@frostcutlery.com

Gary Levine Fine Knives
www.levineknives.com
Gary@levineknives.com

Ernie Grospitch - Knifemaker
www.erniesknives.com
shrpknife@aol.com

Guild Knives - Selling
Custom Collection, Don Guild
www.guildknives.com

Held’s Discount Knives
www.pumaknives.com
sales@pumaknives.com

Independent Knife and Novelty
independentknife.com
info@independentknife.com

Knife Center of the Internet
www.knifecenter.com
info@knifecenter.com

The Knife Guy
www.theswitchblade.com
thenifeguy@aol.com

Knife Mart
www.knifemart.com
knifeologist@knifemart.com

Knife Outlet
www.knifeoutlet.com
info@knifeoutlet.com

Knife Professional, The
www.knifepro.com
customerservice@knifepro.com

KnifeShows.com
www.knifeshows.com
tedmerchant@comcast.net

Lone Wolf Knives
www.lonewolfknives.com
sales@lonewolfknives.com

Mackrill Knives
www.mackrill.co.za
info@mackrill.co.za

Mantis Swords
www.mantisswords.com
mantisswords@toadmail.toad.net

Moore Cutlery
www.moorecutlery.com
gary@moorecutlery.com

Museum Replicas_
www.museumreplicas.com
musrep@mindspring.com

Pardue Knives

www.pardueknives.com
joe@pardueknives.com
mel@pardueknives.com

Peter Martin Knives
www.petermartinknives.com
petermartini2@hotmail.com

Phantom Knives
www.PhantomKnives.com
sales@phantomknives.com

Darrel Ralph
www.darrelralph.com
darrel@darrelralph.com

Ray Rogers
Handcrafted Knives

WWW.rayrogers.com

knives@rayrogers.com

$4 Supply
www.s4supply.com
sales@s4supply.com

SharkBiteKnives
www.sharkbiteknives.com
cworkinant@aol.com

Spartan Cutlery
www.knivescentral.com
info@knivescentral.com

Stout Stuff
www.stoutstuff.com
rnrstout@aol.com

Tomahawks And Knives
custom made
www.tomahawksbyedgar.com

Triple Aught Design
www.tadgear.com
info@tadgear.com

Universal Agencies, Inc. (U.A.L.)
www.knifesupplies.com
info@knifesupplies.com

Valor Corporation
www.Valorcorp.com
sales@valorcorp.com

Willy B. Custom Sticks/Picks
www.willyb.com
whflashs@prodigy.net

WLKNIVES.COM
www.WLKNIVES.com
Wayne@wlknives.com

Yukon Bay
www.yukonbay.com
sales@yukonbay.com
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“Don’t You Buy ) /‘ & %

No Ugly Knife”

‘The Guardian’

=
A.T. Barr
- 153 Madonna Drive
Nicholasville, KY 40356
859-887-5400 Voice/Fax
e o - ; e-mail: atbarr@alltel.net
hred Full Time Maker http://www.customknives.com

BOB DOZIER presents
THE TRAPPER

Phone 479-756-0023

For information: Fax 479-756-9139
Dozier Knives Toll free 888-823-0023
PO Box 1941, Springdale, AR 72765 www.dozierknives.com
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for the futare /f/ | o $3.00

4590 Kirk Rd.
. Columbiana, OH 44408
Phone & Fax (330) 482-0007
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P. O. Box 2544

Idaho Falls, ID 83403
Phone:(208) 542-0113

TOPS
Tactical-OPS USA

FAX: (208) 552-2945
Internet: www.topsknives.com

...BORN IN THE USA...

..sPeciAL opPS TRUST T OPS..cause THEYRE HARD TO THE CORE®...

Call or write for

101% Made in USA
additional details

Near Actual
Size

GHOST RIDER SERIES™

20 Variations

...SQURVIVAL... Is a FULL CONTACT SPORT

68 / BLADE

Sumiish Forge

@

Don Hlansen 100

P.0. Box 13
Success, MO 65570
573-674-3045

Custom
Boxes &
Displays ¢

b Lawrence E. McLean
(714) 848-5779
Imclean@socal.rr.com

-Stingray by Adam Unlimited-

NC
Knifemaker

GAS FORGE
Shape Your Large Blades

By Hot Forging

FREE CATALOG |

NC Tool Company Inc
pany

6133 Hunt Road
Pleasant Garden, NC 27313
1-800-446-6498

RIVERSIDE MACHINE

UNCLE AL
THE KNIFEMAKER'’S PAL!

Everything for
Knife Making!

201 W. Stillwell
DeQueen, AR 71832
(870) 642-7643
FAX (870) 642-4023
E-MAIL; uncleal@ipa.net
www.riversidemachine.net

( R

FREE KNIFE CATALOG

To place an order or request a FREE catalog
of knives, call toll-free: 800.835.6433 or
write to: Magnum USA,1550 Balsam St.
Lakewood, CO 80214-5917

\\__$23.95
MAY 2003




I(FE DEALERS WANTED

GOLLEGIATE KNIVES

3" College Lockhacks, ss blades & Zytel
handles engraved with the name of each
school. Retail $21.95 Closeout $3.97
SUGA 3" University Of Georgia, red.
SFSU 3" Florida State University, maroon.
SCLEM 3" Clemson University, orange.
SLSU 3" Louisiana State Univ., purple.

4401-A SENTRY DRIVE
TUCKER, GA 30084
(770) 939-6915
Complete 266 page Catalog
USA $5.00; Internationat Air $15.00
WE SELL TO DEALERS ONLY
$75.00 Minimum Order

Ship: Add $6 UPS; $8.50 PO; $15 Int.
For 30 years, the best combination
of selection, speed and service.
Knowledgeable and experienced staff.
We ship all UPS orders the Same Day Received.
We stock all major brands: Alaska Knives,
Benchmade, Boker, Buck, Camillus, CAS lberia, Case,
Cold Steel, Columbia River, DMT, Dovo, EDi, EZE
Lap, Gerber, German Eye, Glock, Henckels, Kabar,
Kershaw, Lansky, Leatherman, Linder Solingen, Mag
Lite, Masters of Defense, Norton, Old Timer, Ontario,
Pentax, Puma, Straight Razors, Razor Strops,
Schrade, Scissors, Smith & Wesson, SOG, Spec
Plus, Spyderco, Swiss Army, Swiss Tech, Uncle
Henry, Ultimate Edge Diamond sharpeners, United,
Valor, Victorinox, Western, William Henry, Wyoming
and Zippo. Over 5,000 patterns in stock.

Edmund Davidson ¢

oveless Design
Straight Hunter

BG-42 Steel £

3345 Virginia Ave.
Goshen, VA 24439
Phone: 540-997-5651
www.edmunddavidson.com
Catalog $2.00

“Handles With Care”

from

MASECRAFT
SUPPLY COMPANY

India Stag, Pearl, Horn, Bone,
Amber Beads, Exotic Woods,
Micarta, Carbon Fiber, Celluloids,
Imitation Pearl, Alternative Ivory,
Re-con Stones and More

Call to order our catalog
P.O. Box 423 BL
254 Amity St., Meriden, CT 06450

Phone (203)-238-3049

E-mail: masecraft.supply@snet.net
MasterCard, VISA & Discover Accepted

JITCHBLADE - AUTOMATIC KNIFE COLLECTORS!

. . Py ”
The Automatic Knife Resource Guide and Newsletter
+Packed with FIRST-CLASS photo:
+Maintenance & repair tips
*Free classified ads

*The LATEST trends
eInformative articles and features

Check out our WEB SITE: i
thene wsletter.com Now in our ELEVENTH YEAR!

® Rare and scarce antigues.

e American-ltalian-German

@ High-Tech production models.
® Exotic handcrafted customs.

TO ORDER YOURS, Send $10. for a single issue or $30.
[$38. Foreign) for a one-year (4 issue) subscription to:
THE NEWSLETTER
2269 Chestnut St., # 212-B
San Francisco, CA 94123, USA

R

MARLOWE KNIVES

Charles Marlowe

10822 Poppleton Ave.
Omaha, NE 68144
(402) 991-7316
E-mail: cmarlowel@cox.net

i

http://members.cox.net/cmarlowel

MAY 2003

¢ IMMEDIATE PAYMENT

e NO COLLECTION TOO LARGE OR TOO SMALL
¢ A FAIR AND REPUTABLE DEALER FOR OVER 20 YEARS.
ANTIQUE/ COMMEMORATIVE/ CUSTOM

BLUE RIDGE KNIVES 4 2&

166 Adwolfe Rd.  Dept BL * Marion, VA 24354
Phone 276-783-6143 ¢ Fax 276-783-9298
www.blueridgeknives.net
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For Dealers Only! For Dealers Only! For Dealers Only!

Nationa]

Knife Distributors, Inc

MjLa %DE CUTM
LMD Builr 10 Last A Lifetime.
Ihe Signett wu fessicols

“Viatie 1 1754

poxen KA-BAR

BAUMWERK-SOLINGEN

COLD STEEL

‘ Smlth & Wesson®

z:ppo

s LEATHERMAN"®

[ESTp

®

TANG STAMPS

E6H TANG HOLDER

LA

‘O MAG LITE LS LANSKY
A GER¢ER A COLUMBIA
KNIVES LEGENDARA\:;gé%FLADLS " R I V E R K ,#O‘FOE

Call Us Toll Free *Brand Names
eDependable Sales Staff

] _800_447_4342 eCourteous Operators
*Quick Service

PO BOX 188 Forest City, NC 28043 Telephone 828-245-4321 Fax 828-245-5121
E-Mail us at nkdi@nkdi.com or Visit our web site at www.nkdi.com

‘ i www.2thehilt.com
toll free 866.456.6569

Finest hardened tool steel die
stamps mark your tangs for
instant, permanent identification.
Logos, lettering, symbols, sizes to
your specifications for hand, E6H
Tang Holder, or press application.
Evers... professional
quality since 1898.

FREE BROCHURES

HENRY A. EVERS CORP.
72 N. Oxford St., Providence, Rl 02905
TOLL FREE: 1-800-55-EVERS
Phone: 401-781-4767 Fax: 401-781-9581

everstamp@aol.com
ORDER DIRECT FROM MANUFACTURER

ToM FERRY :
Where Art Meets Performance %
Fixed Blades and Folders,
Creator of TImascus

SETO KNIVES

Custom Knifemaker
YOSHINORI SETO
NO. 674, INAGUCHI-CHO
SEKI-CIiTY, GIFU-PREF,

] Ph501-389132 JA;’?I‘;. 19
27" 16005 SE 322nd St., Auburn, WA 98092 one: 81-575-23-95
253-939-4468 » knfesmth71@aol.com Fax: 81-575-23-9690

E-mail: seto44@sage.ocn.np.jp

THE SURVIVAL STAFF
By Pat and Wes Crawford
Handmade for 15 years i

Hiking
Staff

Walking
Stick

Baton

Blow Gun ]’

Llance

All in one package
Made from Hard Rircraft Rluminum

$224.95 . Ready for delivery

CRAWFORD KNIVES
205 N. Center Drive
West Memphis, AR 72301
(870) 732-2452
www.crawfordknives.com

70/ BLADE
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blddeart.com
- (305) 233-6943

——“C.OMBAT=-TEAM
SF COMMAND & KELLY WORDEN
KELLY’S TEAM TRUSTS TOPS...

#HO1020

Specifications:
Blade Length - 5.25”
O/A Length - 10.25”
Cutting Edge - 4.25”
Thickness - 3/16”
Blade Color - Tactical Black
Steel - 1095 High Carbon
4 Alloy - Rc 58
Handle - Black Linen Micarta®

Sheath - Kydex heavy duty LBE

360° Rotating Belt Clip

Mfg. - Handcrafted in the USA

Price: $179
+S&H

A&

TOPS
Tactical-OPS USA
P. 0. Box 2544
Idaho Falls, ID 83403
Phone (208) 542-0113
FAX: (208 552-2945
Internet: www. opsknlves com
..BORN IN THE USA...

TO THE CORE™

Datu Kelly S. Worden -
30-YEAR PRACTITIONER OF MARTIAL ARTS
PRESENT HAND-TO-HAND WEAPONS INSTRUCTOR
OF 1ST SPECIAL FORCES GROUP

...CAUSE THEY'RE HARD

Third Reich Depot

Dealer and Co//ecfor in SS

Brant urphy

For Lists: send $5 to:
Insignia PO. Box 455 Uniforms
Medals  Conifer, CO 80433 Headgear

Documents Daggers

303-816-4888
www.thirdreichdepot.com

J. (Dichael (DcRae
ABS Journeyman

Scocia Decalwork
7750 Matthews-Mint Hill Road
Mint Hill, NC 28227
704-545-2929

email: scotia@carolina.rr.com online: www.scotiametalwork.com

KNIVES
Gustom

www.29knives.com
617-492-0451
PMB 134
One Kendall Square
Building 600
Cambridge, MA 02139

MAY 2003

JOHN R.
FRAPS,
KNIFEMAKER

COUGAR CREEK
KNIVES

e =

3810 WYANDOTTE TRAIL
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46240-3422

Blue Eyed 317-849-9419 Voice
Woolly photo by BladeGallery.com 317-842-2224 Fax
Trimascus ifraps@att.net e-mail

FULL-TIME MAKER www.BladeGallery.com/Fraps

www.frapsknives.com
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ROVAL K

ENIVES

The Finest in Knifernaking Equipment & Supplies For Over 25 Years'

ORDER TODAY!

e, . l-§00-1155,6;4837

K@VL plas ll614-855-0777
NIVES.

The Finest in Knifemaki & Suppli

g LqUF PF

For Over 25 Years!

Visit our Showroom at: 5819 Zarley St New Albany, Ohio
Or Visit us online at:
www.kovalknives.com ® email: koval@kovalknives.com

For a complete Catalog of knifemaking supplies send $4.00 to:

Koval Knives e P.0. Box 492 * New Albany, OH 43054

THE 605 SPECIAL
DESIGNED BY DARREL RALPH
KIT INCLUDES:

Right hand and left hand side plates with bolsters attached which are
reamed and counterbored for the pivot pin assembly. The spring lock is
ct and set with ball bearing in place. AUS8 high carbon drop point
stainless steel blade approximately 1/8” thick, 3-1/2" long blade is
ready fo be finished. 55° to 58" Rockwell, all screws have high quality
Torx head drives, thumb studs, standoffs, clip and all hardware. Handles
not included; this gives you the opfion to choose your favorite.
No.605DP ..o, $36.95 ea
DARREL DESIGNED A SPECIAL UPGRADE KIT FOR THE 605 SPECIAL

All'items included in the Standard Kit, plus pre-machined handles with
screw holes drilled and countersink ready fo be finished with a black
micarta back spacer pre-drilled to fit knife.

No. 605UG-1 (Black/green finen) ................ $49.95 ea
No. 605UG-2 (Black 610) ...................... $49.95 ea
The Mini 605 Special

THE LATEST DESIGN BY DARREL RALPH
A smaller version of the highly popular 605 Special.
KIT INCLUDES:
The same as the 605 Special with the exception of: Blade length is 2.5”,
thickness is .100, overall length is 5-3/4” and has a glass beaded satin
finish.
No. M605DP ..............cooiiiiiiiil $34.95 ea
UPGRADE KIT FOR THE Mini 605 SPECIAL

All items included in the Standard Kit, plus pre-machined handles with
screw holes drilled and countersink ready fo be finished with a black
micarta back spacer pre-drilled to fit knife. It is highly recommended that
you use gloves and a respirator when working with these materials.
No. M605-UG-5 (Anfique Gold) . ............ $47.95 ea
No. M605-UG-2 (Black 610) .............. $47.95 ea
No. M605-UG-3 Red Linen (Maroon) . . . .. .. ... $47.95 ea
No. M605-UG-4 (Carbon fiber) ............. $57.95 ea

SANDING BELTS FOR SHARPENING

Add 10% to Zirc prices for Ceramic belts.

SIZE A.0. ZIRCONIUM S.C.
BROWN BLUE BLACK
1"x30” .75 ea 1.50 ea 1.00 ea
1"x42” 75 1.65 1.25
2°x48°12°x42” 120 2.50 1.80
2°x60” 1.50 2.80 2.25
2°x72” 1.80 3.50 2.50
2°x90” 2.25 450 3.50
2°x132" 3.00 6.00 450
3"x132" 450 7.50 6.50
4°x36” 1.50 3.50 2.50
4°x132” 6.00 9.00 8.50
6"x48" 3.50 6.00 4.00

BLACK SIL. CARBIDE WATERPROOF
9°x11” Sheets $28.00/100  220-2500 Grit
51/2°x91/2” Sheets  $14.00/50 ~ 240-2000 Grit

CERAMIC BELTS - NORTON “SG/CARBO “MEDALLIST®”
NORTON® BLUE “NORZON” ZIRCONIA, CORK BELTS

COTTON BUFFING WHEELS & POLISHING COMPOUNDS

DISCS, FLAP WHEELS, SHOP ROLLS
RED HILL CORP., P.0. BOX 4234, GETTYSBURG, PA 17325

800) 822-4003 gy
v(vww.gupergrit.com Gatalog

GENUINE

JAPANESE SWORD

from SEKI JAPAN, Capital of Japanese Sword

2.0

Get Genuine Japanes

SEKI, Capital of Japanese Sword has about 800 years
traditional history of forging Japanese Swords.

e Sword!

NO. 674, INAGUCHI-CHO, SEKI-CITY,
GIFU-PREF, 501-3932 JAPAN.
TEL 81-575-22-8892 FAX 81-575-24-1895

J;/
conmorANT SETO curcery 57 memen

101

PATENTED DESIGNS!
Complete Specifications
130 Years of Pocket Knife

Secrets Revealed!
Automatic Spring Loaded,
Gravity, Fly, Locking Mech.,
Sliding Interchangeable
Plus Special Bonus Spring
Loaded Weapons Section.

382 Pages. 8 172" X 11"
* Comb Bound. Amazing
Details. Ideal For
Collectors, Craftsman,
Knife Lovers

Regular Price $79.95 Save $25.00  European orders add $15.00
We Pay Shipping (1st Class) Send Check for $49.95 to:

Will Hanna 306 S. Washington Ave., Ste. 212
Royal Oak, MI 48067

q\lg\(niiemakciwi >
N e

-

R E =

RENAISSANCE - The “perfect wax”

cleans, restores, polishes and protects your
valuable cutlery & collectibles
= 3 & #1
choice of museums
& galleries worldwide
200ml (7 fl. oz.)
Also available in
2.5 liter
and 65ml (2.25 fl. oz.)
Dealer inquiries
welcome
Perfect for antiques, firearms and much, much more!

ORDER TODAY! Send check or money order for
$20.00 per jar of RENAISSANCE WAX plus $6 shipping.
Add NY taxes if applicable. Major credit cards accepted.

SEND 31 FOR CATALOG /SOLE U.S. AGENT

CUTLERY SPECIALTIES
22 Morris Lane, Dept. BL, Great Neck, NY 11024 U.S.A.
1-800-229-5530 (within U.S.)
516-829-5899  Fax 516-773-8076  E-mail dennis13@aol.com
hitp://www.sil ithing. | ialties

www.resloralium;uodut:t.L:ofnr
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B il :
All sword blades are full tang and made
of high carbon spring steel. Each sword
comes with a heavy leather sheath.

13-001 German Maximilian Helmet . . $195.00
13-002 European Close Helmet . . . . .. $225.00
13-003 European Comb. Morian . . . . . $185.00
13-004 Spanish Morion (sometimes called A Pot)
............................. 175.0
13-500 New Celtic Sword (24" blade Iength
ebony handle, solid brass hcrdware) 89.00
13501 Knight Sword (27 blade |ength hardwood
handle, solid brass guard) . ... ... .. .. 0.0
13-502 Flumlng Cris Sword (27" blade |ength
hardwood handle, brass guard ....... $199.00
13503 Gladius Sword (22" blade length, handle
is 3-piece construction of hardwood wit brass fit-
fings) ..o 17
55 Springhill Drive
Laurel Springs, NJ 08021
Tel.: (856 ) 435-1005
Tel./Fax: L56) 435-0795
- Email: cobraimports@aol.com
Visit us online at www.cobraimports.com
- Shuppmg & Hondlm Charges are $15.00 for
one item. Add O% for each additional item.
$3.00 for new color catalog.

e DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME ***

LOVELESS KNIVES
- Buy-
-Sell-
—Irade-

706-896-2292 24 Hrs.

Associate Member
Knifemakers Guild

Call or Write:
J.W. Denton
102 N. Main St., Box 429
Hiawassee, GA
30546-0429

See us at the Blade Show — Tables 3-E&F

FAX 706-896-1212 +  E-mail: jwdenton@alltel.net

BLADES * KNIVES * TOMAHAWKS
OVER 100 BLADES IN STOCK... SAME DAY SHIPPING!!

Stainless and Carbon Steel blades from Germany, Norway,
Japan and the USA... plus custom knife kits, pommels,
guards, handle material and other supplies.

*Dealer Inquiries Invited

CRAZY CROW TRADING POST
P.O.Box 847 D-32 * Pottsboro, TX 75076
orders: 1-800-786-6210 * www.crazycrow.com

12th Annual

Greater Shenandoah
Knife Show

Fri-Sun April 4th thru 6th

Rockingham Co.
Fairgrounds
Harrisonburg, VA

For Show & Booth Info Contact

Chris Crites
540-574-4511

MAY 2003

TEXARKANA COLLEGE'S
BILLMORAN
SCHOOL OF BLADESMITHING
2003 SCHEDULE of CLASSES
WASHINGTON, ARKANSAS

DATE INSTRUCTOR COST

Sword Making 3-7 Feb Don Fogg $550
Intro to Bladesmithing 10-21 Feb Kevin Cashen $600
Damascus 24-28 Feb Steve Schwarzer $550
Intro to Bladesmithing 3-14 Mar Bert Gaston & James Crowell $550
Siiver Wire Inlay 13-15 Mar Bill Hicks $300
Damascus 17-21 Mar Jarrel Lambert $550
Handles & Guards 24-28 Mar James R Cook $550
Intro to Bladesmithing 7-18 Apr Michael Connor & Harvey Dean $550
Damascus 21-25 Apr Joe Flournoy $600
Handles and Guards 28 Apr-2 May  Michael Williams $550
Spring Hammer-In 3-4 May Michael Williams & Jerry Fisk $120
Intro to Bladesmithing 5-16 May Roger Massey & Greg Neely $600
Damascus 19-23 May James Walker $550
Multi-Blade Foiders 2-8 June Eugene Shadley $550
Advanced Damascus 9-13 June Hank Knickmeyer $550
Intro to Bladesmithing 16-27 June Bailey Bradshaw & Bruce Fuller $600
Silver Sheaths 14-18 July Ron Newton $550
Leather Sheaths 21-25 July Kenny Rowe $550
Intro to Bladesmithing 15-26 Sept Don Heathcoat & Charles Ochs $600
Damascus 29 Sept- 3 Oct  Bill Fiorini $550
Handles and Guards 6-10 Oct Scott Taylor $550
Advanced Damascus 13-17 Oct Tim Foster $550
Intro to Bladesmithing Oct 20-31 Joe Keeslar & Jim Jackson $600
Fall Hammer-In 1-2 Nov Michael Williams & Jerry Fisk $120
Damascus 3-7 Nov Steve Dunn $550

Ask about Scholarships
Contact Scotty Hayes 903/832-5565, ext. 3236, TEXARKANA COLLEGE
Community Services Division, 2500 North Robison Road, Texarkana, Texas 75599
Supported by Arkansas Parks & Tourism

BLADE /73




DANGER LURKS FOR...
... .THE LONER”™

UNDERCOVER COPS TRUST TOPS

lntemano ally known
\  tactical instructor to
police and military.
Author of “Going
Undercover”

and “Real Worlt
Self-Defense”

Price
$179.00
+S&H

Blade Length - 4 5/8” Upper Cutting Edge - 3 1/8”

gy N
Lower Cutting Edge - 4 1/2” . l 01,5
O/A Length - 9 1/4” Thickness - 1/4” Tactical-OPS USA
#1L01 Blade Color - Tactical Black P. 0. Box 2544

#L01 Handle - Black Linen Micarta®
#L02 Blade Color - Tactical Gray
#1.02 Handle - G-10 with Brass Pins

Idaho Falls, ID 83403
Fax/Ph:(208) 542-0113
Internet: www.topsknives.com
...BORN IN THE USA...

4 it

Steel - 1095 High Carbon Alloy Rc 58
Sheath - Kydex heavy duty LBE
Mfg. - Handcrafted in the USA

..CAUSE THEY'RE HARD 70 THE CORE™

LONE STAR WHOLESALE
GREAT PRICES

DEALERS ONLY 806-356-9540

Resale Certificate or FFL Required

Lone Star Wholesale, PO BOX 587,
Amarillo, TX 79105 FAX 806-359-1603.
All FAX Correspondence, please include
Tax info, and phone number.

Custom Knife Directory
Pure Custom Knives

www.customknifedirectory.com
www.ckdforums.com

74 / BLADE

“Knife Making
Sanding Belts”

LOWEST PRICES

Top Quality Cloth Belts A/O
Size Any grit

1"x 30" .70¢ ea. i Carbide
1"x 42" 70¢ ea. & 1562500y,
2'x48" $1.15ea. L
2"x60"  $1.40 ea. Zreciar
2"x 72" $1 70 ea. Blue Zli:cxuﬁiza”Belts
4"x 36" $1.20 ea. & 120,100,80or 60
6'x48" $2.90 ea. 1, g1.00en.

* Belts (any-size) sheets, discs, rolls, etc.

Available in A/O - sil-carbide, Zirconia,
Cork, Scotch-brite material

G.L. Pearce Abrasive Co.

(Abrasive specialist)

RD #5 Box 108
Punxsutawney, PA 15767
814-938-2379 for info
800-938-0021 orders only
VISA, MasterCard, C.0.D.
shipping & handling $6.95

Murray St Amour

613-735-1061

WWW. stamourknives.com
knives@webhart.net
R.R. 3, Pembroke, Ontario KBA 6W4 Canada

SWITCHBLADE KNIVES

www.theswitchblade.com

MAY 2003




O_‘Tl'f‘l i
ITLUILI

"The Godfather"

Call for catalog of auto knives from $140 - §3,500

(overall length: 9.25")

(562) 903 - 0678

- See me at
the Solvang
Knife Show

BOOKS

“Ben Palmer Bowie's
by
Palmer, Moran, Phillips

e Txpanded chapters on
. makers, bowie knife
laws, original period
photographs, knife
maker James Black and
a section on bayonets.

Hardbound, 224 pages, photo filled
$49.95, plus $5.00 shipping.

“Christmas and the

Bowie Knife”

by
, J. Frank Dobie
. 3rd Edition, from original
. 1930's printing of stories
, . about Christmas, the
e ﬁ bowie knife and Texas.
Paper bound, 60 pages, w/photos
$9.95 plus $3.00 shipping.

“Bowie Knife”
| Raymond W. Thorp
2" 6th Edition, 1st book
about bowie's, by the
2. | famous western writer
Ray Thorp.
Paperbound, 167 pages, w/photos
$10.95 plus $3.00 shipping.

TITANIUM

6AL/4V and Commercially Pure Titanium, Sheet,
Bar, Rod, Stainless Steel Fasteners; Carbon Fiber,
G-10; Titanium Pocket Clip Blanks

Specializing in hard to find knifemaking materials

- Full line of Tactical Knife-making Supplies
- 6 Lobe Stainless Steel Fasteners
- Wholesale Prices on Carbon Fiber
- G-10 Available in Colors
See Our New Specials Page
on www.halperntitanium.com

Call: 888-283-8627
Fax: 413-289-2372

Web site: http://www.halperntitanium.com
E-Mail Address: les@halperntitanium.com

HALPERN TITANIUM, ING

Z= PO. Box 214, Three Rivers, MA 01080
I—

MAY 2003

Mark Laramie Custom Knives

burg, MA. 01420
978-353-6979
[aramieKnives.com

“Official AsSASsin”

by
Captain Peter Mason

| Memoirs of real life terrorist
tracker, from WWII through
‘ the Cold War.
Hardbound 420 pages, w/photos
$30.00 plus $3.00 shipping.

“As seen on the discovery channel”

Wholesale rates available
Check or Visa to:

Phillips Publications
Box 168
Williamstown, NJ 08094
FAX: 609-561-4967
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CALIFORNIA’S LEADING CUTLERY STORE

Visit us at
www.plazacutlery.com

All of our custom
Knives, Randall, Chris

Plaza Cutlery
South Coast Plaza
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
714-549-3932

Phone Orders Welcome!
We accept MasterCard, VISA, &
American Express. Shipping by UPS.

www.plazacutlery.com

Reeves, William Henry
& other rare knives
are updated daily.

Founding member

Featured this month are 4 multi-blade knives by Eugene Shadley.

NICA Prices start at $900 on up. Call or check Web site for availability.

(National Independent
Cutlery Association)

We also have Chambilin, R. Bose, Horn, Burke & Browne
custom multi-blades in stock!

Blacksmithing & Metalworkers
TOOLS - EQUIPMENT - SUPPLIES

100 Daniel Ridge Road
Candler, NC 28715 |\
(828) 667-8868 '\
(828) 665-1988 -—(*\\
Fax: (828) 665-8303

E-mail: sales@kayneandson.com

www.kayneandson.com

We carry the world’s finest blacksmith’s
tools at affordable prices.

BIG BLU BLU
“Air . CRUSI:IER
Hammer” tomahawk Drifts ~ “Rolling
ft orp e Mill”
Guillotines )
PEDDINGHAUS
2 HORNED

ANVILS

Off Center Tools

“Gas Forges”

“Moxie”

American Steel
American Made
American Tough

ce@ |

Linited Edition
t%/ﬂ/—&ﬁo«/(/ f/;aét,‘w

Specs: 3/16” S30v steel; Paul Bos,
HT; Micarta Scales; 11 7/8” OAL.
Heavy-Duty Kydex Sheath.

$199 (510 s&H)

Robert Hankins
9920 S. Rural Rd. #10859, Tempe, AZ 85284

roberthankins@qwest.net

Visa, MC

—— = Free E-mail Brochure of available options. ($2 Hard Copy)
M/O, Cashiers and PersonalChecks

AmEx
(thru PayPal)

%am

PH: 602-577-2049

I
MARBLES

No. 3 Five Inch
M.S.A. Co. Safety Hunting Knife
2002 Reproduction

;’
[
- 4

BOWIE CORPORATION
2036 13th Street, Menominee, MI 49858

www.bowiecorporation.com
ph: 906.864.3922 « fax: 906.864.3924
Toll Free: 877-622-2397
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- - WANTED - -
John Nelson Cooper Knife Collectors

Cooper Knife Historical Society
David Boone
910 E. Boswell St. « Batesville, AR 72501
PH: 870-793-4787 « CELL: 870-613-4787
E-Mail: davidboone@hotmail.com

TRu HONE
KNIFE SHARPENER

The Tru Hone Knife
Sharpener gives you a per-
fectly sharpened knife in a
fraction of the time
required by old-fash-
ioned methods. It sharpens both bevels of a knife
blade simultaneously, resulting in equal bevels and
precision sharpness in less than a minute. The

Tru Hone can easily be adjusted to different angles
allowing you to tailor your knives for any type of
cutting operation. Its heavy duty stainless steel
construction and 1/2 hp motor means you will get
years of maintenance free knife sharpening.

TRu HONE CORP.
1721 NE 19th Ave. ¢ Ocala, FL 34470 USA
1-800-237-4663
(352) 622-1213  FAX (352) 622-9180

CUSTOM STEEL STAMPS

To proudly mark your knives. Made
to order from your logo, trademark
or special design. Quality steel

stamps at competitive prices.
¢ Set Prices — no quotes

necessary on most stamps
¢ Personalized Service
¢ Brochure $1

HARPER MFG.
Stamp and Die
3050 Westwood Dr. #B-5
Las Vegas, NV 89109
(702) 735-8467 * FAX (702) 735-6895
1-800-776-8407

‘We accept @ \E
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Ancient

Mastodon/Mammoth
Tusk Sections
Cut slabs and Scales
(EVAEICIGE]
Interior Brown and White
Ivory
Blue and Brown Bark

Finest Quality Russian and
Alaskan Ancient Mammoth Ivory
available in single matched pairs

or a wholesale quantity. Over 2000
pounds of ivory always available!

Also Available
Other Quality Materials

Ancient Walrus Ivory
Ancient Walrus Bone and Oosic
Ancient Mammoth Bone
Black Lip Pearl
Ancient Stellar Sea Cow

Precision Cutting/Quality Material
Dealer Inquiries Welcome

Ivoryworks Ltd.
3700 Broadway, Lorain OH
(Toll Free)
1.888.863.0265
or visit us on the web@
www.ivoryworksltd.com
(E-mail Address)
wdwrksltd @ centurytel.net
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THE “TRACKER”™ KNIFE

Designed by Tom Brown Jr.

From the Movie
“THE HUNTED”
with Tommy Lee Jones
& Bernicio del Toro

*MADE I

OAL Length - 11 7/8” Blade Length - 4 1/4” o

Draw Knife -2 1/8” Saw-21/2” 101%
Opposing Pitch Saw-Teeth Chain Saw Style IN THE USA
Blade Steel - 1095 High Carbon Alloy Rc 58

Blade Color - Black Traction Coating
Blade Thickness - 1/4”

Handle - Black Linen Micarta®
Sheath - Kydex heavy duty LBE

**EXCLUSIVELY
Weight - 1 1b. 12 oz. I

HANDCRAFTED
BY TOPS KNIVES
TACTICAL OPS USA

|

’l‘()l’S

Tactical-OPS USA I

Serial
Numbered

Price:
$299.00

+ S&H

P. O. Box 2544
Idaho Falls, ID 83403
Phone: (208) 542-0113
FAX: (208) 552-2945

Internet:www.topsknives.com

.CAUSE rneyre HARD TO THE CORE!<

O WELCOME TO YOUR HOME ON THE INTERNET SLE]
|' ‘The Largest Catalog of Cutlery in the WORLD
“| & Location|  WWW.KNIFECENTER.COM ] E

Dozens of Brand Names &

1000's of Pages! g, 330 6799

Product
REVIEWS

Latest
NEWS

@(l lﬂ‘@ IH@ﬂT‘jl

SEKIYY CUT

Fine Knives from Seki, Japan
» With 750 years of sword-making history and tradition,
we offer the finest brand knives direct from Seki
at the great saving SekiDirect prices.
Hattori, Hiro, Seki-Cut, Masahiro & More
Shop online at:

www.SekiDirect.com )
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8400 LOVELESS (BOB

LOVELESS KNIVES wanted: Gordon White, PO Box 181,
Cuthbert, GA 39840. 229-732-6982 anytime.

8450 MORAN (BILL
MORAN KNIVES wanted by collector. Bob 415-768-4821.
8708 RANDALL

GROHMANN

CANADA’S KNIFEZONE, great prices on D.H. Russell Knives
by Grohmann http://knifezone.ca 1-866-855-6433.

6486 CASE

OLDER CASE pocketknives for sale. XX, USA, 10 Dot and
others. Clean outstanding knives with pretty handles. Please

615-419-5669. Http://www.mattoxknife.com
PLACE YOUR AD NOW FOR THE JULY ISSUE OF BLADE
MAGAZINE. 1-800-942-0673.

WANTED: CASE pocketknives especially 10 Dot and older.
Check with Charlie before you sell. Call or write. Charlie
Mattox, PO Box 1565, Gallatin, TN 37066. 1-877-520-9192,

voice mail pager. Mobile phone 615-419-5669.
Http://www.mattoxknife.com
6842 PUMA

PUMA. KNIVES. The finest since 1769. We are exclusively
Puma. Your number one Puma knife resource, specializing in
new old stock. Current discontinued list $2. Investment
Cutlery, P.0. Box 544B, Auburn, MA 01501.

7090 MISC. FACTORY BRANDS

INDEPENDENT KNIFE and Novelty. Knives for every budget.
Case, CRKT, Frost, Kershaw, S&W, United Cutlery and many
more. $100 orders free  T-shirt.  Visit online
http://www.independentknife.com  or email us at
info@independentknife.com.

7152 BOWIES

BIG BOWIES and large fighters, My Personal Collection: top
makers. LSASE for list. L.0. Drake, Cutler, “Tall Oaks” Ridge
Ln., Mill Neck, NY 11765-0349. 516-922-2874.
Idrake@optonline.net lodrake@aol.com

1322 FIGHTERS
COLLECTOR, MANY high class custom knives.
http://www.hoffmanknives.com, Walt 800-527-8050.

1334 FOLDING
COLLECTOR, MANY high class custom knives.

http://www.hoffmanknives.com, Walt 800-527-8050.

7338 FOLDING (MULTI-BLADE

CUSTOM SLIP-JOINTS wanted. Will buy Bose, Davis, Shadley,
Knipstein, Burke, Hoel, Horn, Chamblin, Rodgers, Enders and
others. Neil (collector) 954-566-2670 or sterling39@aol.com

7602 SWORDS

HOLLYWOOD REPLICAS is your best source for Movie and TV
Weapons! Lowest Prices in the US guaranteed! International
Orders  Cheerfully Accepted! Come visit us at
http://www.hollywoodreplicas.com Custom Mousepads also
available! Call or write us at Hollywood Replicas, 2742 Fleur
Dr, #316, Des Moines, 1A 50321. 515-243-4072. E-mail:
hreplicas@aol.com

ORIGINAL ANTQIUE swords, daggers. All countries, periods.

Many Damascus, 43 years experience, 23 years mail order. Full
hoto catalog, $5. Frederick’s Antique Swords, 6919
estview, Oak Forest, IL 60452.

8348 LILE (JIMMY

LILE INVESTMENT grade very rare, predeath, models. All
ivory, all excellent, $600-$3,600. Please serious only. 8am to
9pm central 713-927-3578.

WANTED: LILE Rambo 2 Dagger (Serial numbered 100 piece
edition, black center with polished edges) and all variations.
Will Pay Highest Prices! I'll even honor the information where
to get one! E-mail: schuster-frankfurt@t-online.de Phone: +49
171 2839225

78 / BLADE

| WILL pay top dollar for old Randall knives with Heiser
sheaths in good condition. McCotter 252-633-5697.

8788 RUANA (RUDY

WANTED: RUANA knives, old or new. Small knife stamp, M
stamp or plain Ruana stamp. Send description and price to:
Vincent Roberts, 300 Marshall Lane SE, Cleveland, TN 37323.
423-559-5168.

8808 SCAGEL (WILLIAM

SCAGEL KNIVES and Axes wanted: Gordon White, PO Box
181, Cuthbert, GA 39840. 229-732-6982 anytime.

9224  MISCELLANEOUS HANDMADE

WANTED: SCAGEL, R.H. Ruana, Randall, Loveless, Morseth,
Remington, and Marbles knives and axes. Any Heiser knife or
axe sheaths. 229-732-6982, anytime. Gordon White, Box 181,
Cuthbert, GA 39840.

9690 AUCTION SERVICES

BUY OR sell your knives, guns and accessories on our auction
web site. ~ Make our  site your site.
Http://gunandknifeauctions.com

BUY OR sell your guns, knives and accessories on our auction
web site. ~ Make our  site your site.
Http://gunandknifeauctions.com

9705 BUY, SELL, TRADE

FOR SALE: Antlers (deer, elk, moose), buckskins, tanned furs,
etc. Over 150,000 items. Complete Internet catalog (pictures).
http://www.hideandfur.com

PROFESSIONAL THROWING knives, Mountain Man, custom,
and conventional. Lifetime guarantee. Ironpost knives, PO Box
431, Creede, CO 81130. 719-658-0420. www.ironpost.com

WANTED: ANY condition handmade knives; Randall, Scagel,
Ruana, F.S. Richtiy, Morseth, Bone, Cooper, Loveless,

KNIVES PLUS (TM), retail cutlery and cutlery accessories
since 1987, excellent mail-order prices on most major brands.
Spyderco, Gerber, Cold Steel, Eye Brand, Case, Buck, KA-BAR,
Columbia River, Smith & Wesson, Kershaw, SOG and many
more. Same day shipping on most orders placed by 12:00
CST. Visa, MasterCard, American Express and Discover
accepted. Call for free list 800-687-6202.

LIST OF over 700 automatic antique and modern knives.
Including Case Zippers, Ka-Bar, Grizzly, Presto, Flylock, Case,
Remington, Latama, Italian pick locks and many more brands.
Send $5.00 refundable with first order. Skelton Enterprise,
Jerry Skelton, 3795 Hwy. 188, Alamo, TN 38001. 731-656-
2443. Request list “S”.

SINCE 1943, Ivory, rough gems, metals, epoxies, abrasives,
engraving tools and more. Mention Blade for your set of
catalogs. Indian Jewelers Supply Co., 601 East Coal Ave.,
g_alll:p, NM 87301. http://www.ijsinc.com Free catalogs on
isc!

THROWING KNIFE catalog and instruction sheet sent free for
SASE to: Tru-Balance Knife Co., PO Box 140555, Grand
Rapids, M| 49514.

9740 ENGRAVING

CUSTOM LASER engraving for knives, tools, etc. Call Laser
Blades 800-966-5643 or fax 941-378-9427 for quote.

9770 HANDLE MATERIALS

EXOTIC WOOD, handles, scales, gun grips, custom sizes and
species available, let me know what you need! 760-765-4827
or Web site: http://www.tribalknives.com

IRONWOOD BURL scales, blocks, folders, squares, cubes,
logs online at http://www.ironwoodbydon.com and other
woods 520-625-5067.

9780 HEAT TREATING

HEAT TREATING & deep sub-zero (minus 300 F) cryogenic
quench. Rockwell testing & certificates available. Air
&uenchables steels only. Call toll-free 888-461-8632 Texas
nifemakers Supply.

OIL HARDENING/ zone and clay tempering- all steels. Lee
Oates, PO Box 1391, LaPorte, TX 77572-1391. For prices
http://www.bearclawknives.com 281-587-6080.

9790 KNIFE BOXES/ CONTAINERS

DISPLAY CASES: Oak, walnut, wood, glass. Standard or
custom sizes. 32 page catalog. Send $1.00. Woodland Cases,
57890 C.R. 29, Goshen, IN 46528.

9800 KNIFE CASES/ DISPLAYS

Moran, Lile, etc. Also military knives and pocketknives,
watches. Send description and price to: Angelo Solino, 201
Toronto Ave., Massapequa, NY 11758. 516-798-4252.

WANTED: KNIFE collections. We buy single knives or entire
collections. Interested in antique pocket, hunting and Bowie
knives, custom handmade knives, commemorative and
factory knives. Immediate payment. Please contact: Tom
Clark ¢/o Blue Ridge Knives, 166 Adwolfe Rd, Marion, VA
24354, 1-800-635-2583.

‘Jall ATALC AIL ORDER
Q

COLLECTOR GRADE Knives- Queen, Schatt & Morgan, Ka-Bar,
Robeson, Remington and Case. We stock knifepaks and rolls.
Send $2 for our catalog. S&S & Sons Cutlers, POB 501C,
Lomita, CA 90717. 310-326-3869 or visit our web site
http://www.snsandsonscutlers.com

CRK&T, SPYDERCO, Benchmade, Cold Steel, Case, Linder,
Marbles +many more. Large selection, low prices. Over 5,000
items. 146 page color catalog. Send $3, refundable with
W_chase. Visa & MC. Ruff’s Sadddle Shop Knife Sales, 20747

iygul Rd, Umatilla, FL 32784, 352-669-3143, E-mail:
cutrope@aol.com

DISCOUNT INTERNET prices on all major brands of knives.
Order online: http:// www.sasquatchvalley.com

DISCOUNTS UP to 55% on Case, Columbia River, Chris Reeve
Buck, Puma, Hen and Rooster, Smith and Wesson, Gerber,
Boker, Benchmade, Spyderco, Emmerson, Microtech, Kershaw
and many more. Free catalog. Sooner State Knives, 401 E.
Main, Konawa, OK 74849. 580-925-3708 VISA/MC.
ssknives@swhell.net

FALCON IMPEX, 8555 115th St., Suite A4, Richmond Hills, NY
11418. Manufacturer and Importer of pocket, hunting, bowie,
sword, fishing knives, daggers. E-mail
Falconimpex@msn.com, 888-839-2709, fax 718-846-5641.
WWW.Bajwaknives.com.

GREEN RIVER Knives, ivory micarta, buffalo horn, oak, with
sheaths. Brochure $1 York Mountain Enterprises, RD2 Box
2728 Dept. B, Pittsfield, PA 16340.

KNIFE LIST: Usually 200+ old/ new/ discontinued items. $1
refundable) and large SASE to: Knives, 1426 S. 167th St.,
maha, NE 68130 or knifelist@tconl.com

COLLECTIBLE DISPLAY cases that actually help to protect
your prized items. Fiber Optic Lighting, state-of-the-art design,
Bremium quality, thousands of colors available. No damaging

VV or IR rays and no heat in the display area. View our
products on-line at http://www.activemetalinc.com or call us
toll-free 877-898-7708.

9840 KNIFEMAKING EQUIPMENT

GUARD FITTING made quick & easy for full or hidden tang
knives with the new Poorman’s Mill. Details at M.C. Custom
928-627-7251 email: mccustom@juno.com

PARAGON OVEN KM-14D, used 9 times, $795 0BO. Ask for
Dick, 704-735-0134.

9875 KNIFEMAKING SUPPLIES

FOLDER SUPPLIES pivot pins, stainless and gold plated
screws, titanium sheet. IBS Intl., R.B. Johnson, Box 11,
Clearwater, MN 55320. 320-558-6128.
http://www.customknives.comr.b.johnson/

IVORY LEGAL African elephant sold in full tusks or sections.
égaSnZZanotti, 22 Goodwin Rd, Plymouth, MA 02360. 508-746-

IVORY PRE-BAN African elephant sold in slabs, tusk sections,
%qgswhole tusks. Warther Museum, Sugarcreek, OH 330-852-

MANKEL'S 130# shop anvils. Natural gas or propane fired
shop forges. Tongs and hammers. Good used trip hammers.
Call for prices. Mankel 616-874-6955.

NORDIC KNIVES and materials, handmade and factory made.
Blades, sheaths, wood, leather. Large selection.
http://www.brisa.fi

STEEL TANG Stamps: Mark your knives with your name, logo
or design. Quality hand-cut hardened steel stamps made to
your specifications. “If it's worth making, it's worth markinsq.”
Established 1898. Henry A. Evers, Corp. 72 Oxford St.,
Providence, Rl 02905. 401-781-4767.

STEEL TANG Stamps: Mark your knives with your name, logo
or design. Quality hand-cut hardened steel stamps made to
Eour specifications. “If it's worth making, it's worth markinsg.”

stablished 1898. Henry A. Evers, Corp. 72 Oxford St.,
Providence, Rl 02905. 401-781-4767.

MAY 2003



TEXAS KNIFEMAKERS Supply, large mail order catalog
available. Call toll-free 888-461-8632.

9890 KNIFE SHOPS

SHARP STUFF. Antique, custom and factory knives. Buy, sell
and trade in shop. 3655 North Campbell Ave. at Prince, Tucson
AZ 85719. 520-881-0327.

9900 LEATHER/ SHEATHS

CUSTOM LEATHER knife sheaths in\/\cour design or mine. Write
or call: Robert Schrap, 7024 W. Wells St., Wauwatosa, WI
53213. 414-771-6472 evenings or knifesheaths@aol.com

FINE FOLDERS deserve protection. Ron Lake and Mike Walker
send their folders with one of these soft goatskin, ultrasuede
lined sl‘i&)s. Six sizes for pocket or belt. Arme Mason, 125
Wimer, Ashland, OR 97520. 541-482-2260, fax 541-482-7785.
WWw.arnemason.com

JUST PLAIN leather sheaths. Designed for your knife and
carry needs. Made by hand one sheath at a time. Fixed or
folding. Strong and comfortable. Nothing feels like leather.

Craig Boyer 248-225-7423.
9965 SALES/ AUCTIONS

BLADEMATRIX.TV WHOLESALE to the public we've got the
edge you need. Why pay retail? 419-475-5625 or
http://www.bladematrix.tv

9975 SCRIMSHAW

CUSTOM SCRIMSHAW by Juanita Rae Conover. Single or full
color. Wildlife a specialty. Exceptional quality. Call for sample
pictures and turn around information. PO Box 70442, Eugene,
OR 97401, 541-747-1726 or juanitaraeconover@yah00.com

9980  SERVICES, MISCELLANEQUS

HUNT BEAR over bait, deer, and moose in Maine. 207-425-
6410. http://highmeadowoutfitters.com.

9996  MISCELLANEOUS PRODUCTS

IVORY, SCRIMSHAW, skulls! Legal: Scrimshaw, carvings,
elephant, walrus, hippo, warthog, mammoth ivory, oosik,
stellar sea cow rib bone, pearl shell, horn, netsuke, Eskimo
artifacts, pistol grips, scrimshaw supplies, raw ivory for
knifemakers & artists, old trade beads, etc. Informative,
illustrated catalog mail- $1. http://www.boonetrading.com or
call 800-423-1945! Boone Trading Company, Box 669 (BD),
Brinnon, WA 98320.

NEED  ABRASIVES?  Visit our onlin store at
http://www.industrialabrasives.com or call 800-428-2222 for
our free catalog.

NORTHWEST KNIVES, www.nwknives.com 800-611-8849,
/énti«?uei custom, military, factory, swords- we've got it all. Free
atalog!

RED MANGE, hotspots, itching, hairloss, ear mites on dogs.
Proudflesh, rainrot, cuts, wounds promotes fastest hairgrowth
on horses. Two jars $25.90 delivered. 877-568-7862.
http://www.nustock.com

w
S
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Knives 2003
23rd Edition
edited by Joe Kertzman
» See what top custom knifemakers can do
i with a piece of steel and a hammer.
SHARP AND SLEEK: Hundreds of examples of ornate works of
art and working tools are displayed and dis-
cussed, including the “best of the best” in a
color section. See current custom knife
designs and style trends and read the best
knife articles on antique pocketknives,
Roman swords, safari steel, how to assem-
ble kit knives, and much more. Also features
completely updated directories and custom
. knifemaking club membership lists.
miniatus Softcover ¢ 8%x11 ¢ 312 pages
s 1,000+ b&w photos
g 8-page color section
Item# KN2003 * $22.95

matem

Edited by Joe Kertzman

100 Legendary Knives
by Gérard Pacella
Feast your eyes on these beautiful, full-
color views of the most magnificent cus-
tom knives available from European and
American knifemakers. A short biography
of each knifemaker describes factors
influencing their design and favorite
knifemaking styles. Trace the evolution of
knives from prehistoric times to the mili-
tary combat models and general use
knives of today, with coverage of straight
blades, folders, and multi-tools. Explains
common knifemaking terms, and
includes an index to easily locate specif-
ic knife models.
Hardcover » 9%x11% 144 pages
300+ color photos
Item# LEGKN ¢ $29.95

Levine’s Guide to
Knives & Their Values
5th Edition
by Bernard Levine, Edited by Bud Lang
Numerous additions, significant pricing revi-
sions and updated sections continue to
make this the bible for knife collectors - an
invaluable resource for anyone interested in
| collectible knives. New chapters discuss the
modern folding knife, modern plier/knife
multi-tool and a further chronicling of the
pioneers of modern handmade knives.
Softcover » 8/%x11 » 544 pages
2,000+ b&w photos and illustrations
Item# LGK5 « $29.95

) Their Values

' The Complete Book
-~ of Kaife Collecting

o AL Aboert Bilerspifying, ¥aling and Collécting
) and Fi

Wayne Goddard’s $50 Knife Shop
by Wayne Goddard
Oultfitting a knifemaking shop doesn’t have
to cost a fortune and Wayne Goddard
shows you how to do it on a budget. This
book expands on information from his popu-
lar column in Blade magazine to help you
create helpful gadgets and obtain useful
i| supplies. You will learn how to acquire the
tools you need to make a knife shop for less
| than the cost of some knives.
Softcover « 8%x11 » 160 pages
75 b&w photos
8-page color section
Item# WGBW ¢ $19.95

The Wonder of Knifemaking
The P 6 by Wayne Goddard

wunnﬂr Do you want to know how to make a knife?
i Wayne Goddard has the answers to your

questions. As a columnist for Blade maga-
zine, Goddard has been answering real
MASTER SMITH WAYNE GODBARD questions from real knifemakers for the past
ARSWERS ALL YOUR QUESTIONS eight years. With its question-and-answer
ek of format, this book gives you the answers to
Ll real-world problems like heat-treating,
choosing the best steel and finding the right
tools for your knifemaking shop.
Softcover ¢ 8%x11 ¢ 160 pages
150 b&w photos
16-page color section
Item# WOKN ¢ $19.95

How to Make Knives

by Richard W. Barney

& Robert W. Loveless
Learn how with “the bible of knife-making.”
Gives complete instructions on making high
quality handmade knives. Forging and
stock removal, mirror polishing, sheath
making, safety techniques, required tools
and supplies and more.

Softcover ¢ 8%x11 ¢ 182 pages
448 b&w photos
Item# KHMO1 ¢ $13.95

HOW TO MAKE ENIVES

The Hand Forged Knife

by Karl Schroen
Solidifies the basics so you can master tech-
niques for forging, hardening, and tempering
knives and other stainless steel tools. Covers the
entire process- start to finish.

Softcover * 6x9

136 pages
fully illustrated
Item# HFKN « $12.95

The Standard Knife Collector’s Guide
4th Edition
= by Roy Ritchie and Ron Stewart

COLLECTOR'S ¥ The guide presents a common sense system for

“total appraisal” using the RBR scales; overviews

| of all the major knife companies; notes on com-
memoratives, reproductions, and limited editions;
knife clubs and organizations; numbering systems

Softcover ¢ 5%x8% * 688 pages
800+ line drawings
Full-color section
Item# SKCG4 » $14.95

To order call 800-258-0929 offer K33K

Krause Publications, Offer K33K
P.O. Box 5009, Iola WI 54945-5009
www.krausebooks.com

Shipping & Handling: $4.00 first book, $2.25 each
additional. Non-US addresses $20.95 first book, $5.95 each
additional.

Sales Tax: CA, IA, IL, KS, NJ, PA, SD, TN, WI residents

please add appropriate sales tax.
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show calendar

Note: Shows marked with an asterisk (*) have knives as the main focus. Events marked with two asterisks
are knifemaking instructionals/seminars, knife-throwing competitions, auctions, or other similar events.
BLADE’s® “Show Calendar” also can be seen on BLADE’s Web site at www.blademag.com.

March 7-9 New York, NY East Coast Custom
Knife Show, Crowne Plaza Manhattan. Contact
Steve D’Lack (417) 335-2170 fax (417) 335-
2011.*

March 8-9 Godfrey, IL Bunker Hill Knife Club
Show, River Bend Arena, Lewis and Clark
Community College. Contact Dale Rice, Dept.
BLS, 108 Pickett, Bethalto, IL 62010 (618) 377-
8050.*

March 14-15 Sharpsburg, MD Mason-Dixon
Knife Club Show, Agricultural Education
Center. Contact Matthew Halterman, Dept. BLS5,
POB 111, Toms Brook, VA 22660 (540) 436-
9425.*

March 14-16 Wilmington, OH NKCA Ohio
Spring Knife Show, Robertson Convention
Center. Contact NKCA, Dept. BL5, POB 21070,
Chattanooga, TN 37424 (423) 892-5007.*

March 15 Schnecksville, PA Eastern Pennsyl-
vania Knife Collectors Show, Schnecksville Fire
Hall. Contact Tom lobst (610) 965-8074 or
Eddy Petro (610) 965-9248.*

March 15-16 Pomona, CA ABS West Coast
Open Clinic, W.K. Kellogg Arabian Horse
Center. Contact Bill Herndon, Dept. BL5, 32520
Michigan, Acton, CA 93510 (661) 269-5860
BHerndonS1@aol.com.**

March 21-22 McKinney, TX The Knife Show,
McKinney Holiday Inn. Contact R.L. Knife Co.,
Dept. BLS, 111 Tanners Farm Rd., Ferris, TX
75125 (972) 842-2918.*

March 21-23 Janesville, WI 20th Annual
Badger Knife Show, Holiday Inn Express and
Janesville Conference Center. Contact Bob
Schrap, Dept. BLS, POB 511, Elm Grove, WI
53122 (414) 479-9765 rschrap@aol.com.*

March 22-23 Kamloops, British Columbia,
Canada 3rd Annual Western Canada Knife
Association Show, Kamloops Exhibition Arena.
Contact Ron Lockhart (250) 752-2830 fran-
ron@shaw.ca.*

March 29 Tunica, MS 2nd Annual Memphis
Pipe, Cigar & Knife Show, The Hollywood
Casino Hotel. Contact George Trent, Dept. BL5,
9178 Sycamore Creek Cove, Germantown, TN
38138 (901) 755-4543 getlst@aol.com.

April 4-6 Harrisonburg, VA 12th Annual
Greater Shenandoah Valley Knife Show, Rock-
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ingham County Fairgrounds. Contact Chris
Crites (540) 574-4511.*

April 5-6 Tulsa OK Wanenmacher’s Tulsa Arms
Show, Expo Square (Tulsa Fairgrounds). Contact
Wanenmacher’s Tulsa Gun Show, Dept. BLS,
POB 33201, Tulsa, OK 74153 (918) 492-0404.*

April 11-12 Toronto, Ontario, Canada 9th
Annual Canadian Knifemakers Guild Show,
Days Inn Toronto Airport. Contact Paul Johnson
(519) 453-4586 www.ckg.org.*

April 12-13 Eugene, OR 28th Annual Oregon
Knife Show, Lane County Convention Center.
Contact the OKCA, Dept. BL5, POB 2091,
Eugene, OR 97402 (541) 484-5564
www.oregonknifeclub.org. *

April 25-27 Solvang, CA 19th Annual Solvang
Custom Knife Show, Scandinavian Inn. Contact
Nordic Knives, attn: Dave Harvey, Dept. BLS5,
1634 Copenhagen, Solvang, CA 93463 (805)
688-3612 www.nordicknives.com.*

April 25-27 Louisville, KY NKCA Louisville
Spring Knife Show. Contact NKCA, Dept. BLS,
POB 21070, Chattanooga, TN 37424 (423) 892-
5007.*

April 25-27 Toronto, Canada Canadian Guild
Show, Days Inn, Toronto Airport. Contact info
n/a at press time.*

April 26-27 Bull Shoals, AR Knife Extrava-
ganza Of The Ozarks, Bel Arco Resort. Contact
T. Bullard, Dept. BL5, 117 MC 8068, Flippin,
AR 72634 (870) 453-3421 tbullard@bull-
shoals.net.*

April 26-27 Gulfport, MS 2nd Annual Gulf-
coast Custom Knifemakers Show, Airport Holi-
day Inn. Contact Perry Wingo, Dept. BL4, 22
55th, Gulfport, MS 39507 (228) 863-3193
pbwingo@bellsouth.net.*

April 28-May 2 Washington, AR ABS Spring
Hammer-In, Bill Moran School of Blade-
smithing. Contact Texarkana College, Commu-
nity Services Division, Dept. BL5, 2500 N.
Robison, Texarkana, TX 75599 or Scotty Hayes
(903) 832-5565 ext. 3236.%*

May 3-4 Lugano, Switzerland 9th Espolama
Knife Show, Palazzo dei Congressi Lugano.
Contact Fabio Bianda 0041 91 7516203 fax
0041 91 7516421 info@espolama.ch.*

May 17 Washington, PA Allegheny Mountain
Knife Collectors Show, Julian’s. Contact John

Saraino (412) 464-0404 or Mark Remcheck,
Dept. BLS, POB 23, Hunker, PA 15639 (724)
228-7214.*

May 24-25 Melbourne, Australia Australian
Knifemakers Guild Show, Hotel Ibis. Contact
Shawn Mclntyre (03) 98132049
www.akg.org.au.*

May 31-June 1 Dover, OH 15th Annual West-
ern Reserve Cutlery Association Invitational
Knife Expo. Contact WRCA, attn: D. Musgrave,
Dept. BL5, POB 355, Dover, OH 44622 (330)
746-4242 dusgrav(@neo.rr.com, wrca-oh.com.*

June 5-7 Pigeon Forge, TN Parkers’ Greatest
Knife Show On Earth, Grand Hotel Convention
Center. Contact Parker’s Knife Collector
Service, attn: J. Parker, Dept. BLS, POB 23522,
Chattanooga, TN 37422 (423) 892-0448.*

June 13-15 Marietta, GA 22nd Annual
BLADE Show & International Cutlery Fair,
Cobb Galleria Centre, 1-285 & US 41, one exit
off I-75 across from the Cumberland Mall, adja-
cent to the Renaissance Waverly Hotel. The
world’s largest combined show of handmade,
antique & factory knives. Over 570 tables and
90 factory booths. Join the world’s greatest
national and international knifemakers, cutlery
manufacturers, collectors, collections and knife
lovers. Site of the Blade Magazine 2003 Knife-
Of-The-Year Awards® for factory knives, points
for the 2003 BLADEhandmade™ Awards,
Blade Magazine Cutlery Hall-Of-Fame induc-
tion(s) & much more. Site of the annual ABS
meeting & special Knifemakers’ Guild section.
Seminars include ABS forging and cutting
demos, how to throw knives and tomahawks &
many others. Contact BLADE Magazine®, c/o
Krause Publications, 700 E. State, Iola, WI
54945 (715) 445-2214
blademagazine@krause.com.*

June 21-22 Anchorage, AK Midnight Sun
Custom Knife Show. Location and contact info
n/a at press time.*

To ensure timely publication of your knife
show in the “Show Calendar,” BLADE®
requests that you send all pertinent infor-
mation concerning your show in written
form—dates, locations, etc.—at least three
months before the show takes place to
Krause Publications, attn: J. Kertzman,
700 E. State St., lola, WI 54945 (715) 445-
2214 fax (715) 445-4087. BLADE depends
on the shows themselves for prompt and
accurate information. BLADE
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what's new

yd

Cordura Billfold

he Abel Knife Wallet is a Cordura®
billfold enclosing a 440C “finger
knife” modeled after obsidian blades

used by Native Americans.
For more information contact Abel

Products, attn: S. Abel, Dept. BL5, 165
Aviador St., Camarillo, CA 93010 (805)
484-8789.

Mosaic Damascus
Anchors Knife Set

ohn Davis outfits a locking-liner folder
J and a drop-point hunter with mosaic-
damascus blades, and mammoth-ivory
and burl handles, respectively.
For more information contact John
Davis, Dept. BL5, 235 Lampe Rd., Selah,
WA 98942 (509) 697-3845.
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Knife Built From
One Piece Of 440C

.R. Pawlowski’s Stinger is a one-

inece 440C knife with a 3 3/8-inch
blade and a horizontal-carry sheath.

For more information contact J.R.

Pawlowski, Dept. BL5, 804 Iron Gate Ct.,
Newport News, VA 23602 (757) 890-9098.

Knives Offered In
Editions of 50-250

illiam Henry’s limited editions
of 50-250 knives include 18k-
gold, sterling-silver, gemstone

and handforged-damascus adornments.

For more information contact William
Henry Knives, attn: M. Conable, Dept.
BLS5, 2125 Delaware Ave., Ste. C, Santa
Cruz, CA 95060 (831) 454-9409.

[ ] [ ]
Fallkniven’s First
Folder Is Released

he Fallkniven Model P locking-liner

folder sports a VG-10 blade and a

420 J2 handle with Micarta® inlays.
For more information contact

Fallkniven, attn: P. Hjortberger, Dept.
BL5, Havrevagen 10, S-961 42 Boden,
Sweden (+46) 921 544 22.

Bolster Steel Is Part
Motorcycle Chain

eorge Rebello sacrificed the chain
Gfrom his 1947 Indian motorcycle
for the damascus bolster of a

fixed blade with an ironwood handle.
For more information contact George

Rebello, Dept. BLS, 358 Elm St., New
Bedford, MA 02740 (508) 999-7090.

1
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what's new

M1 8 Offered With
Color G-10 Inseris

he Kit Carson-designed M18s sport
TAUS-S blades, 6061 T6 aluminum
handles and color G-10 inserts.

For more information contact Columbia
River Knife & Tool, attn: R. Bremer, Dept.
BL5, 9720 S.W. Hillman Ct., Ste. 885,
Wilsonville, OR 97070 (800) 891-3100.

Grip Splits To Open
And Close Blade

osh Hazen’s Trifold folder features a
J blue-and-black-anodized-aluminum
handle that splits to maneuver the
154CM blade open and closed.
For more information contact Josh
Hazen, Dept. BLS, POB 5934, Twin Falls,
1D 83303 (208) 732-5525.

Knife Handle Also
Accepts Axe Head

atz Knives premieres the Safari
KKit featuring an interchangeable
axe head and hunting blade.
For more information contact Katz

Knives, attn: K. Derkatz, Dept. BL5, POB
730, Chandler, AZ 85224 (480) 786-9334.

Ironwood Leads
Into ATS-34 Blades

obert Dodd builds a pair of ATS-
Rﬁ4 fixed blades with ironwood
andles and spacers, and nickel-

silver guards and pins
For more information contact Robert
Dodd, Dept. BL5, 4340 E. Canyon Dr.,
Camp Verde, AZ 86322 (928) 567-3333.
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Wormgroove Grips
Mimic Jigged Bone

rost’s line of Autumn Wormgroove
knives include a Big Game Trapper,

Mini Muskrat and Bullet Trapper I,

all with grooved, jigged-bone-like handles.

For more information contact Frost,

attn: E. McCarson, Dept. BLS, POB 22636,
Chattanooga, TN 37422 (800) 251-7768.

Hunting Dogs Grace
Interframe Folder

laudio Riboni’s locking-liner inter-
Cframe folder parades a 416 stain-
less-steel handle engraved by
Francesco Amatori.
For more information contact Claudio
Riboni, Dept. BL5, Via L. Da Vinci, 80 20060,
Truccazzano (MI) Italy (+02) 95309010.

BLADE / 83



bowie legend

bowie legend

In Search of t
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In the conclusion,

H / £ : the author speculates
. r e on what the Sandbar

\ [ \ Knife looked like and
| ] U ] . € J

who made it
By J.R. Edmondson

Part Iv

According to his descendants, ~
Caiaphas Ham was a recipient of a
presentation bowie. The unmarked
knife is on display in the Long
Barracks Museum at the Alamo.
Crudely forged from a file, it
features an 8 1/4-inch blade with
an abrupt clip, no guard and
wood scales. It very nearly
conforms to Ham’s descrip-
tion of the knife Lovell
Snowden allegedly made
for James Bowie. As the
author writes: “Could

it have been made by
Snowden? Might it
be similar to the £
knife Bowie used £ %
in the Sandbar
Fight?” T

o= T e
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here is, finally, one more candidate
T for the maker of the Sandbar Knife
who must be considered.

The October 1852 edition of Debow's
Review included the story, “Early Life in
the Southwest—The Bowies,” by John J.
Bowie. “[James] had a hunting-knife
made, which suited his fancy, by a
common blacksmith named Snowden,”
John wrote. “In after years this knife
became famous, owing to some very tragi-
cal occurrences ...”

In other words, the older brother of
James and Rezin did not agree that
Rezin—or his blacksmith, Jesse Clifft—
manufactured the first Bowie knife.

Miss Lucy Leigh Bowie challenged the
authenticity of the John Bowie account,
probably because it detailed, without
remorse, the Bowie brothers’ slave-smug-
gling operation with the pirate, Jean
Laffite. “... the article in DeBows is
absolutely false,” Miss Bowie wrote. “I
have carefully gone over it several times
item by item and every statement I find
untrue.”

In reality, there is much truth in the
John Bowie article, and it’s now univer-
sally accepted by historians as authentic.
However, authentic articles aren’t always
accurate. Moreover, Rezin admittedly was
closer to James than John, who had set out
on his own when James was still a youth.
Nonetheless, it’s significant to note that
John’s origin of the bowie knife was
supported and embellished by Caiaphas
Ham. A close friend of the Bowie brothers
in Louisiana, Ham accompanied James

Bowie to Texas in 1830 and
later fought beside both James
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For Rezin Bowie to have provided his
brother James a knife—after the 1826 inci-
dent when Maj. Norris Wright shot Bowie, but
before the 1827 Sandbar Fight—assumes
one of two possibilities:
Either James did not own a
knife, or Rezin possessed a
-~ knife superior to the one that
I~ James already had. (Bob
Dale illustration)

and Rezin in the San Saba Indian battle.

Ham’s lengthy 1887 account was
included in the memoirs of Col. John S.
“Rip” Ford, the famous Texas Ranger.
Though he had written many years after
the events, Ham apparently recollected
them quite well. He provided more details
than anyone else about Bowie’s first alter-
cation with Maj. Norris Wright and the
subsequent Sandbar Fight. Certainly, Ham
had heard the stories directly from James.
Concerning the first bowie knife, Ham
wrote:

... Colonel [James] Bowie had the
knife made which has since borne his
name. He whittled a piece of wood into
a model. Love Snowden, a Kentuckian,
was the manufacturer. A flat file was
used in the making. When finished it
was not more than twelve inches long,
handle and all. Colonel Bowie wore the
knife for several years.

That Ham was writing after John did
and including new details—including a
first name for Snowden—establishes that
Ham wasn’t merely perpetuating John’s
account.

According to his descendants, Ham
was a recipient of a presentation bowie.
The unmarked knife is currently displayed
in the Long Barracks Museum at the
Alamo, a donation from Ham’s grand-
daughter, Miss Graves Dewees. Unlike
other known presentation bowies, which
were exquisitely crafted by master artisans,
the Ham knife is crudely forged from a
file. It features an 8 1/4-inch blade with an
abrupt clip, no guard, and wood scales. The
overall length is 12 1/4
inches. It very nearly
conforms to Ham’s own
description of the knife
Snowden allegedly made
for James Bowie. Indeed,
the knife more closely
resembles a butcher knife
than any other knife attrib-
uted to the Bowie family.
Unfortunately, Ham never
mentioned the knife in his writings.

Could it have been made by Snowden?

Might it be similar to the knife

Bowie used in the Sandbar Fight?

More Support For Snowden
Further support for Snowden as
the maker of the Sandbar Knife
appeared in a Galveston Daily
News, March 31, 1890, article
by Annie M. Bowie. Annie identi-
fied herself as the “Granddaughter
of John Bowie, daughter of James Bowie.”
Apparently, her real grandfather was
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bowie legend

The most probable scenario is that
Jesse Clifft made Rezin Bowie’s hunt-
ing knife, and Lovell Snowden made
James Bowie’s Sandbar Knife. This is
Dr. Jim Batson’s representation of
how he thinks the Clifft knife would
have looked.

Stephen, the youngest of the Bowie broth-
ers. Stephen’s son, James Jr., married
John’s stepdaughter.

Annie told a somewhat fanciful story
that placed both James and Rezin in a fight
“on an island called Natchez” to help a
“widow of limited means” recover her land
from crooked planters:

[James] Bowie, knowing the defi-
ciency of firearms ... decided to provide
himself with an unfailing weapon of
defense, and thinking he could improve
on the knives of the period he selected a
small piece of wood, of which he formed
a model, the blade terminating in a keen
taper point, and the handle provided with
a cross piece, usually called a guard.
Giving the model to a celebrated black-
smith, Lovel H. Snowden by name, he
bade him copy it in steel, and when it

What finally
happened to the
Sandbar Knife? Noah
Smithwick—shown
here at 91—claimed
he saw it a year later
at his blacksmith
shop in San Felipe,
Texas. “[It] was an
ordinary affair with a
plain wooden handle,
but when Bowie
recovered from his
wound he had the
precious blade
polished and set into
an ivory handle; the
scabbard also being
silver mounted,”
Smithwick wrote.
“The blade was about
ten inches long and
two broad at the
widest part.”
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was completed, Bowie considered
himself ready for the fray.

Thus, Annie agreed with Ham that
James Bowie deserved credit not only for
making the bowie knife famous, but also
for designing it. More important is Annie’s
reference to the blacksmith. Ham’s “Love”
Snowden had now become “Lovel H.
Snowden.”

A respected Bowie historian and
researcher, Dr. James Batson has verified
the existence of Lovell H. Snowden, tracing
him from his birth in North Carolina about
1790 to Kentucky by the 1810 census.
Snowden enlisted in the Kentucky Mounted
Militia on Oct. 30, 1812, may have fought
behind the cotton bales with Gen. Andrew
Jackson in the Battle of New Orleans in
1815, and apparently remained in Louisiana
after that. On Oct. 28, 1828, a year after the

Sandbar Fight, Snowden married Susanna
Simmons of Opelousas, St. Landry Parish,
near the plantation of Rezin Bowie Sr.,
father of John, Rezin and James.

Dr. Batson did some additional digging
and discovered that when Jesse Clifft left
for Texas—probably with James Bowie and
Caiaphas Ham in 1830—Snowden acquired
Clifft’s land and his blacksmith shop.
Hence, Snowden could have been in
Louisiana before the Sandbar Fight, indeed,
as early as 1820, when the Red River
Herald claimed the bowie knife was made.
And he might well have been a blacksmith,
since he acquired the shop of another smith.

Sandbar Knife Origins

Most historians today credit Rezin Bowie
with the origin of the bowie knife. Rezin
claimed to have made the first bowie knife
himself. However, his descendants main-
tained that he supervised Clifft in the
making of it. Apparently, Rezin also
claimed to have made the knife he gave
Capt. Thomas Tunstall (for more on it, see
page 114 of the March BLADE®), though
he actually must have commissioned James
Black or some other skilled artisan to
construct it.

Certainly, Rezin promoted the knife his
brother made famous, but did Rezin really
originate the bowie knife or was he just one
of many taking credit for the knife’s origin?

Of the many published origins of the
bowie knife, only three were provided by
those—Rezin Bowie, John Bowie and
Caiaphas Ham—who actually new James
Bowie. Of the three, John Bowie and Ham
supported Snowden as the knifemaker.
Significantly, neither Rezin, John Bowie
nor Ham were at the Sandbar Fight to see
which knife James Bowie actually used.

However, common sense also favors
Snowden. For Rezin to have provided his
brother a knife—after the 1826 incident
when Norris Wright shot James but before
the 1827 Sandbar Fight—assumes one of
two possibilities: Either James did not own
a knife, or Rezin possessed a knife superior
to the one that James already had.

James Bowie was 30 years old in 1826.
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Like Rezin, he had been raised in the
bayous and backwoods of Louisiana. He
had worked and played outdoors. He had
hunted deer and bear and other game to
supply food for the table, and he had to
clean his prey. James certainly would have
owned a hunting knife, and he would have
used it virtually every day of his life. Where
was his own knife when he went to the
Sandbar Fight?

James might well have chosen his
brother’s knife over his own if Rezin’s knife
had matched the fearsome reputation
described by P.Q.—a massive 12-inch blade
with a sharpened concave clip-point so it
could cut both ways “like a two-edged
sword” (see page 39, February BLADE).

However, Rezin himself described his
knife not as a weapon but as a rather ordi-
nary hunting knife. Despite the assertions
of his descendants, Rezin’s presentation
knives don’t necessarily support the claim
that Rezin’s hunting knife even had a guard.
Most historians assume it did not.

“Dr. James Batson
has verified the
existence of

Lovell H. Snowden.”
—the author

The most probable scenario is that Jesse
Clifft made Rezin’s hunting knife, and
Lovell Snowden made the knife James used
in the Sandbar Fight. James carried his own
knife into the “chance medley.” Rezin,
meanwhile, was a promoter who seemed to
display a penchant for taking credit for
what others had done. The Sandbar Fight
made the bowie knife famous, and Rezin
capitalized on that fame.

Where To Sandbar Knife?

What finally happened to the Sandbar
Knife? Noah Smithwick claimed he saw it a
year later at his blacksmith shop in San
Felipe, Texas. He wrote:

The blood christened weapon ...
was an ordinary affair with a plain
wooden handle, but when Bowie recov-
ered from his wound he had the
precious blade polished and set into an
ivory handle; the scabbard also being
silver mounted. Not wishing to degrade
it by ordinary use, he brought the knife
to me in San Felipe to have a duplicate
made. The blade was about ten inches
long and two broad at the widest part.

Writing in 1890, Rezin’s grandson,
John S. Moore, reported that the original
bowie made by Clifft was “lost five years
ago by a cousin of mine—R. Bowie Moore.
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He still has the scabbard.” Rezin’s great-
grandson, Dr. J. Moore Soniat, remem-
bered:

The weapon became an heirloom,
but was unfortunately lost by a grand-
son of Rezin’s when his vehicle turned
over while crossing the muddy Bayou
Pierre in Mississippi and even now lies
at the bottom of the stream. The silver
tip of the scabbard is still in possession
of descendants who reside in New
Orleans.

Caiaphas Ham attributed an equally
mundane fate to the knife Snowden forged:

On a trip to Goliad [James Bowie]
killed a deer and butchered it. He left
his knife on the ground and was miles
away before he missed it. On his return
he failed to find it. He supposed a wolf
had found it and packed it off on
account of the blood on it.

On the other hand, perhaps Bowie did
give the knife to an actor, or perhaps he
carried it into the Alamo, and after the
battle it was smuggled out by a nurse.

When it comes to anything Bowie, the
only danger is to be too absolute.
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Strider

Only 500 made
Blade Length: 3"
Blade Steel: BG-42

BUCK

Professional Sharpening Service available.

Full line of Benchmade & Chris Reeve Knives
1 '800'677'6543 Call for pricing and availability. Addsg.ooforssH

SharperThings.com is your one-stop location for the world's most collectible knives.

From production year to rare prototypes, we've got thousands of knives all in one

SHARPER Y THINGS

convenient place. And you don't have to get frisked. Call us toll free at: 1-866-858-4247.
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randail ansvver man

The knives with the
German-made hlades
spanned four decades
and appeared in a
selection of models

The regrinding of the
Randall Solingen blades
made them resemble bayo-
nets somewhat. The tang
was no longer 7/8-inch
wide or 4 3/4 inches in
length. Instead, it was
ground down to a

half-inch wide and cut

off at 3 inches long.

“x.__ r i
I

A Capsule
History

By Pete Hamilton
Past Randall Shop Foreman
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1: What can you tell me about the
Randall Solingen knives? (M.M., Mait-
land, Florida)

Mr. Randall and Erich Christians devel-
oped the Randall Solingen blades in the
early 1950’. The first Solingen blades
were made of carbon steel. They had
three holes in the tang for mounting the
handle material and a fourth hole for a
lanyard.

Two knives fashioned with the blades
appeared in the Randall catalog in ’54.
They were pictured with white tenite

handles, though the photo caption indicated
that the blades were Randall Made. Below
the caption was a “special attention
section” for the Model 14 and 15 stating
the availability of the factory-made Solin-
gen blades. The special section appeared
through the 12th printing of the catalog.
The picture of the Model 14 and 15
changed to showing the Randall blades in
the 14th catalog printing in 1961. The
Solingen special feature section remained
as it was in the previous catalogs.
In the 16th catalog printing (*64), the
Solingen-blade model was shown with the
handle slabs riveted in

place and no hilt. Also at
that time, a new model was
added—the Model 18
Survival. It, too, was avail-
able with a Solingen
factory blade. By the 25th
catalog printing in ’79,
Solingen blades for the
Model 14, 15 and 18 were
no longer available.

In the early ’80s,
Randall offered a new
design made from the
remaining Solingen blades.
The knife was called the
Solingen Fighter and was
available in 5 1/2- and 7
1/2-inch blades. They
could be ordered but
weren’t listed in the cata-
log.

The design—or should
I say the regrinding—of
the blades made them look
somewhat like a bayonet.
The tang was no longer
7/8-inch wide or 4 3/4
inches in length. Instead, it
was ground down to a half-
inch wide and cut off at 3
inches long. Regrinding the
tang made it possible to use
most of the handle material
and handle shape. The
Solingen regrinding contin-
ued until *95, at which time
all the Solingen blades
were used up.

2: When were Grigg
knives available from
Randall Made Knives,
and who was or is
“Grigg”? (a frequently
asked question)

The first Randall Solingen
blades were made of
carbon steel. They had
three holes in the tang for
mounting the handle
material. The fourth hole
was for a lanyard. (Hamil-
ton photo)
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Have You Ever Seen
A Butterfly Turn
Into An EAGLE?

Ay

100% American 110% Tough

e “Over Engineered” with premium,
industrial strength materials
provide heavy cutting and smooth
action

 440-C Blades 3/16” thick Rc 58
honed to perfection

¢ Reversibhle latch, 3/16” pins

¢ 4 inch blade Bowie $160 (shown),
4 inch double edge $199 (shown)

¢ Also Available 4 inch “classic
style” false top edge spear point
blade $160.

e Ballistic nylon belt sheath.
Upgrade to heavy saddle leather
sheath $16

¢ Perfect balance and feel for the
best in Butterfly value

e Life-time warranty, satisfaction
guaranteed

800-331-3213 (orders only)
or fax 877-694-8294
For product information call
208-678-3157 M.S.T. (GMT-7:00)

KNIFE
MART

Mail order: send to
Knife Mart, 596 West 300 South
Heyburn, ID 83336 USA
Include complete description of items,
shipping address, daytime telephone number.
UPS shipping $6.00 first knife, $3.00 each

additional knife to lower 48 USA destinations.

Dealers welcomed.

Eo s E
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randall ansvver man

1967, Walt Grigg
made a grand-
daddy
barlow

in ’68. He had fliers

printed touting his
creation and asked Mr.
Randall if he would
insert them in the mail-
out Randall catalogs. Mr.
Randall agreed. Here’s
how the insert appeared
in the catalog. Notice

Barlow.” (image courtesy the author)

An employee of Randall Made Knives until

how the flier calls the knife a “Grandfather

THE FINEST POSSIBLE POCKET KNIFE

Especially handcrafted for those desiring the ultimate in a finely made
pocket knife for a collection or usage. Solely made by Walter Grigg of
Orlando, Fla. who is fast becoming famous in this field.

The traditional appearance of the Grandfather Barlow is evident
in this completely hand made folding knife. With the exception of the
Music wire back spring, every part is shaped from raw sheet and bar
stock. Blade and lock piece are 440-B stainless steel, sides and bol-
sters are German nickel silver. Grips are attached with Aircraft grade
stainless steel screws, thereby eliminating the stress caused by nor-
mal procedure of pins being peened through grips. Since knives are
made individually, no two are exactly alike. Knives are fully guar-
anteed against defects in workmanship; but, guarantee will be void
where breakage or malfunction is caused by abuse. Ivory, being sub-
ject to temperature change, etc., is not guaranteed.

Dimensions of knife are: open, 9% inches; closed, 5% inches.
Weight, 6 oz. Price includes belt sheath of finest oil tanned leather.

Available from Randall-Made Knives, Box 1988, Orlando, Fla. 32802

Price $125.00

Walt Grigg was an employee of Randall
Made Knives until 1967. In ’68, he made a
granddaddy barlow pocketknife and
approached Mr. Randall about it. (In fact,
Grigg presented one of the knives to Mr.
Randall.) Grigg had fliers touting the
barlow printed and asked Mr. Randall if it
would be possible to insert them in the
mail-out Randall catalogs. Mr. Randall

agreed. The insert (see illustration above)
was available until *88, when the Grigg
knife was no longer produced. The knives
came with a Johnson leather pouch sheath.
At the same time of the granddaddy barlow,
Grigg also made smaller versions of the
pocketknife.

If you have one of these knives and
need some work done on it, Grigg may be

Product Details

Length folded: 103 mm (4")
Bladc length: 77 mm (3")
Blade thickness: 3 mm (0.12")
Steel: ViG1o
Hardness: 39 HRC

42012 &

black micarta
Liner action
Black cordura

Handle material:

Locking:
Belt pouch:

Distributors 1S A

llue Ridge Knives
Fi-mail: briki@netva.com
Muoteng Inc.

i-mail: infodd@moteng.com

MOD. P FALLKNIVEN'S FIRST FOLDER

Offering modern Scandanavian styling combined with

VG0 stainless steel for exceptional strength and edge-
holding, the Model P incorporates a sturdy liner lock 1o
assure safety in any application for which a folding knife is
appropriate. The interframe handle leatures genuine Micarta
scales. We sincerely believe that better folding knives are not

“FALLKNIVEN
QUAL:’TYE‘_ :}KNNES r

SWEDEMN

Havrevigen 10, 8-961 42 Boden, Sweden. Phone +46-92154422, Fax +46-92154433.
E-mail: infof@fallkniven.se  Internet www. fallkniven.com

Our Swedish name means

"the Folding Knife", so we are especially

pleased to add a lolder to our widely

acclaimed line of sheath knives. We have

spared neither efTorl or expense in creating a

knife of distinguished appearance and construction.

commercially available.
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able to repair it or tell you who can. For
more information contact Walt Grigg, 1303
Stetson, Dept. BL5, Orlando, FL 32804
(407) 841-2677.

3: What can you tell me about the use of
the etched trademarks on Randall
knives? (a frequently asked question)

In the early years, if any part of the
“T/M”—the trademark sign—was removed
during the crafting of the knife, the knife
was shipped anyway. (As Mr. Randall noted
at the time, it showed that the knife was
handmade). As the world of knives
expanded and finishing progressed, the
trademark became a very important part of
the knife. If part of the trademark were
damaged in production and had to be
replaced, it was less costly to etch it with
acid than the alternative, which would have
required taking the knife apart, heat treating
the blade again, etc. The knives with etched
trademarks were then shipped to customers.
This sometimes caused problems. The
customer would compare his etched-trade-
mark knife to a non-etched one and ques-
tion why the etched trademark was so much
less prominent in appearance, for instance.

After many knives had to be returned
due to customer complaints, it was decided
to no longer ship knives with etched trade-
marks. Any knife that had to have an etched
trademark would be sold at the Randall
shop and a new knife was made in its place.
By buying the knives in the shop, it gave
the customer the chance to see the knife up
close, and, if there were any questions
about it, he or she could ask. There are
many knives with the etched trademarks
out there, so if you have any questions
about them, just ask me.

4: What can you tell me about what has

MAY 2003



been called the GTR? (name and address
n/a)

The GTR was designed by Gary T.
Randall—thus the GTR—in 1975. There is
no model number assigned to the knife. It
has a 3 1/2-inch blade of 3/16-inch-stock
stainless steel, a stag handle and either a
brass or nickel-silver hilt. Gary and some of
his friends used this one design for many
years before it was added to the non-catalog
insert list in ’94, thus making it an item that
could be ordered. It’s still on the insert list.

Aussie Surprise

I recently received a phone-call order from
Australia for one of my new books, The
Randall Chronicles. The book was sent and
I thought that was the end of it. I was
shocked to begin with, receiving a call from
Australia, but in a few days I received
another call from Australia. The caller
introduced himself as Michael Wickham
and he began his lengthy praise of the book.
Well, my head was getting bigger by the
minute. It’s always good to hear that what
you have done is appreciated. At the end of
the call, I was on cloud nine.

A few days later, a package arrived
from Mr. Wickham. It seems that he’s a
part-time knifemaker and the package
contained a knife he had made. What a
shock! The damascus blade is 3 3/4 inches
long with a nickel-silver guard, ivory
spacer, stag handle and an ivory butt. He
also made the accompanying sheath.

I know that there are many knifemakers
in Australia but Mr. Wickham must be at
the top of the line. His knife exhibits great
workmanship and looks. It makes a
wonderful addition to my collection. Thank
you very much, Mr. Wickham!

A Limit Of Two

According to the office of Randall Made
Knives, knife orders were being booked for
July 2006 as BLADE® was going to press.
From this time forward, individuals will be
limited to a maximum of two knives per
order every other month. The new policy
applies to individuals only and not to
Randall dealers. For more information
contact Randall Made Knives, attn: G.
Randall, Dept. BL5, POB 1988, Orlando,
FL 32802-1988 (407) 855-8075
www.randallknives.com.

Send your questions to the author c/o
BLADE®, 700 E. State, lola, WI 54990 fax
(715) 445-4087
blademagazine@.krause.com, or contact
the author at (850) 539-4320 fax (850)
539-4992. For more information on how to
have the authenticity of your Randall knife
verified, contact the author.

BLADE
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Got
Serrated

Blades?

Lansky Shavpens
Them All!

Many modern knives are manufactured with a variety of proprietary serrated edges. Most
have been impossible to sharpen by traditional methods. That’s why Lansky Sharpeners
has created a family of special, pocket-size sharpeners with convenient keychains. They
are designed to sharpen all of the most popular serrated edges. One is just right for your
favorite brand. All three of our handy new Crock Stick” serrated blade sharpeners will also
sharpen regular blades and cach has a built-in groove to sharpen fish hooks.

1. Crock Stick® to sharpen Cold Steel® blades
2. Crock Stick® to sharpen Spyderco® blades
3. Crock Stick® Multi-Sharpener for all other blades

US Patents Pending or Applied For

Send for a FREE copy of color calalog
of over 60 patented knife and tool sharpeners

@' LANSKY
» SHARPENERS

THE SHARPEST INVESTMENT YOU MAY EVER MAKE" ®

PO Box 50830, Dept. BLA, Henderson, NV 89016 USA
Phone: 702-361-7511 « Fax; 702-896-9511
Internet Address: hitp.//www.lansky.com

0 o0,

BUD NEALY’S PESH-KABZ

CELEBRATES 10 YEARS OF SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE
Check us out at: www.budnealyknifemaker.com

The Pesh-Kabz:
« Ultra light blade features strong spine carried through to its reinforced point.
* Dropped edge offers maximum safety for the hand as well as extra utility.

* Grip-Guard (textured) G-10 handle.

* Blade lengths: 3 1/2” and 5”; overall lengths: 7 1/2” and 9”.

« Steels: ATS-34, All-Black M2 and Daryl Meier’s damascus clad.

* Finger & thumb serrations (not pictured).

The MCS System:

» Long-wearing kydex sheath and attachments.

« Ultra flat silhouette designed for concealment.

* Rare earth gold-plated magnet.

* 9 carry positions - 5 handle-down and 4 on-the-belt.

« Used by martial artists, embassy personnel & various law enforcement agencies worldwide including
FBI, undercover police and US Secret Service.

Knife and sheath priced at $215. and $235.

Call, write or email for free brochure: 1439 Poplar Valley Rd., Stroudsburg, PA 18360;
570-402-1018; email budnealy@ptd.net * Credit cards: Amex, Discover, MC, Visa
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knifemaker showcase

“Knifemaker Showcase” spotlights the photographs of knives sent by any and all custom knifemakers to BLADE® for filing in the Knifemakers Archive.
The Knifemakers Archive is the most complete collection of knifemakers’ knives and information in the world. If you are a custom knifemaker and
have not sent us a photo (the better quality the photo, the better chance it has of getting in the magazine), write to: BLADE, c/o Krause Publications,
700 E. State, lola, WI 54990 blademagazine @krause.com. Please include a close-up mug shot of yourself with your knife picture.

Neil McKee

With a welding and fabrication background, Neil McKee not only makes knives, but
also knifemaking tools, such as grinders vises and air hammers. “As an outdoors-
man, [’ve been involved with knlves since [ was 5 years old,” he says. “I had concerns
| about the quality of knives bought
over the counter and their durability
when the need arose. By studying
steel and heat treatment, I can now
build tough knives that give me
confidence while in the bush.” The
Grass Fire Bowie (left) sports a
5160 blade, a steel guard and an
elk-leg-bone handle. McKee’s list
price: $500. His address: Dept.
BL5, 674 Porter Hill Rd.,
Stevensville, MT 59870 (360) 825-
6464. (BladeGallery.com photo)

Ron
Welling

In the tradition and style
of the late William Scagel
is how Ron Welling
describes the knives he
makes. In addition to
being a fan of Scagel’s,
Welling is also a Profes-
sional Bull Riders (PBR)
enthusiast. “As a long-
time fan and former
rodeo participant, I became interested in the PBR,” he

says. “To share my enthusiasm for the sport, last May I gave Adriano Moraes, the
only two-time world champion bull rider, a 6-inch hunter (above) with a custom
leather sheath.” Welling’s list price for a similar piece: $650. His address: Dept.
BLS, 15446 Lake Ave., Grand Haven, MI 49417 (616) 846-2274. (Weyer photo)

“It’s working hot steel that [ !
I like, and if I didn’t have
to grind or make handles, I
wouldn’t,” knifemaker Joe | &
Smith admits. A past
member of a Scottish living
history group, Smith got
into bladesmithing in 1988
when he needed an authentic 17th-century
Scottish dirk. The Lone Star Bowie (right)
features an 8-inch, handforged, carbon-steel
blade with a hand-rubbed finish, a forged-steel
guard and a mesquite-burl handle. Smith’s list
price for a similar piece: $400. His address:
Dept. BL5, POB 840, Bisbee, AZ 85603 (520)
432-5197 gow1954@hotmail.com.
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Aad van
Rijswijk

In traveling to gun and
knife shows, Aad van
Rijswijk realized he
shared a passion for
knives with many other
people. He says it took a
few years to develop his
own knifemaking style,
resulting in collector-
grade interframe folders with
engraved handle frames and
ATS-34 or stainless-damascus
blades. He also builds half and
full integrals, daggers and razor
sets. “Being a knifemaker is
working with beautiful materi-
als, designing new models, and
traveling and meeting kind people,” he states. “There is a

good fellowship and atmosphere among knifemakers.” The Jerry Lairson Sr_

interframe folder (above, right) parades a stainless-damascus

blade, a mammoth-ivpry ha}ndle inlay,.and engraving in three “I have made everything from spears to tomahawks,” Jerry Lairson
colors of gold. His list price: n/a. His address: Dept. BL5, St. relates. “I think designing knives is the most fun. I have so many
Arij Koplaan 16-B, 3132 AA 'Vlaardlngen, The Netherlands knife-design ideas, I will never be able to make them all. Of the actual
(+31) 10-2343227 www.avrknives.com. building process, forging is the most fun, but nothing compares with

the self-satisfaction I get when I hold up a finished

knife and say, ‘There it is, out of my head and into my
hand.”” Lairson forges his own damascus, as was
the case for the blued-mosaic-damascus blade of
the Teak Tanto (below), featuring a teak handle and
sheath, and nickel-silver end
caps and throat. Lairson’s list
price: $950. His address: Dept.
BL5, HC 68, Box 970, Ringold, [g
OK 74754 (580) 876-3426
bladesmt@brightok.net.

Donald Vogt

Donald Vogt says that, in order to understand knife-
making, a novice must talk to veterans in the field. “I’ve had help from Florida
knifemakers Bill King, Dick Atkinson, Rex Robinson, Roger Gamble, Joe
Hytovick and Dewey Harris,” he credits. “They invited me to their shops and
showed me anything I wanted to know about knifemaking.” Vogt builds folding art
knives and carves the handles, bolsters and blades using small files, chisels and
sandpaper. The latch-release folder (above) sports a carved Devin Thomas damas-
cus blade, a carved mother-of-pearl handle, fileworked titanium liners and Robert
Eggerling mosaic-damascus bolsters. Vogt’s list price: n/a. His address: Dept. BLS,
9007 Hogans Bend, Tampa, FL 33647 (813) 973-3245. (PointSeven photo)
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Toothpicks—Texas Style!

The super-sized

folding knife and
its offshoot, the
fish knife, are hot

By Richard D. White

: e popular American clasp knife known as the Texas
I toothpick has recently enjoyed a resurgence of inter-
: est among antique pocketknife collectors. Small
i wonder for a knife that was extremely popular in its day
i and which bears one of the most recognizable of knife
{ names.

: Even so, the origins of the commonly associated desig-
¢ nation of Texas toothpick are up for debate. One theory
i behind the name lies in the image of a Texan cleaning his
i teeth with the large, slender knife. Knowing that “every-
¢ thing is bigger in Texas,” the picture of a Texan using the
i “giant toothpick” as a dental aid is certainly a probable
i origin for the appellation.

“With its size, shape and
colors, the Texas toothpick
presented a memorable
picture.” —the author

: Another possible derivation may relate to a fighting
¢ knife with the similar name of Arkansas toothpick. Sport-
i ing a narrow, slender blade, the Arkansas toothpick may
i have provided inspiration to its pocketknife brethren from

The Texas toothpick at bottom was made by Imperial in the 1920s. Above
it to the right is a red celluloid KA-BAR with bird’s-eye rivets and no

bolsters. To the left of it is a mottled-celluloid Imperial model and a rare the adjoining Longhorn State. In addition, the pocketknife
glitterstripe Kutmaster. The one at top was made by Wards, and the © had several other famous nicknames, thanks in part to its
candystripe to the left of it was made by Imperial. The piece at the top left : Southern origins.

is unmarked. (White photo) Picture, if you will, a typical rural, 1920s Saturday
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night dance. Sporting young men who
frequented such affairs, dressed in dark,
pinstripe suits and spats, long watch chains
dangling from their pockets, seem to have
favored the knife. Standing in small groups
outside the dance hall, with the ever-pres-
ent cigarettes dangling precariously from
their lips, they would repeatedly snap their
Saturday Evening Special knives open and
closed while surveying the proceedings.
Meanwhile, the knife was given other
nicknames in connection with such events,
including Tango Knife, Dance Knife and
Society Knife. It was perhaps the most
popular pocketknife style of the period
among young men. And, given the procliv-
ity of some young males toward alterca-
tions, the knives

could showcase their latest vivid hues of
celluloid, with candystripe celluloid being a
favorite and appearing on toothpicks from
Hibbard-Spencer-Bartlett, Boker, Case, Pal
Blade, Remington, Robeson, Valley Forge,
Wards, Kutmaster, Imperial, KA-BAR,
Camillus, Western States and others.

In addition to candystripe, Christmas
tree was another popular celluloid for
toothpicks. Other in-demand celluloids
included “end of day,” goldstone, imitation
onyx, yellow and an assortment of mottled-
and-swirled blues, blacks and grays. Some
toothpicks were handled in jigged bone,
though they are very rare and rather costly.
Remington made several jigged-bone
toothpicks, the most famous being the R-

1613 with the

were sometimes
called Chasers,
Ticklers or certain
other nicknames to
indicate their possi-
ble use in a fight.
It’s rumored
that some modified
the blade of the

“Some toothpicks were
handled in jigged bone,
though they are very rare
and rather costly.”

Bullet shield inset
in the handle.
Remington also
made other
jigged-bone, one-
blade models—
the R-953 and

super-sized pock-
etknife so that the
point would stick up above the bolster, or
they added a wooden matchstick under the
blade to hold it up. With such a modifica-
tion, the projecting blade end could be
hooked against a pants seam or belt loop,
causing it to flip open when brushed
rapidly against the pants. In this way, it
deployed more like a switchblade.

With its size, shape and colors, the
Texas toothpick presented a memorable
picture. Because of its large, flat-sided
surface area, the knife’s handle provided a
palette on which cutlery manufacturers

R-933—as did
—the author Winchester,
Queen, Shap-

leigh Diamond
Edge, Robeson, Maher & Grosh, New York
Knife Co., Case (in the 61098 designation)
and others. Case even produced a toothpick
with a photograph of a model enveloped by
a clear celluloid covering. Called “high
art,” such knives are extremely rare.
KA-BAR and Case made toothpicks
with no bolsters, having celluloid sides
running from top to bottom on the knife.
Recognizing the need to achieve some
strength where the blade attaches to the
knife, KA-BAR designed a very fancy
nickel-silver bolster that extended about a

The Texas toothplck made an outstanding fish knife, including the two Camillus “Fish-

erman’s Luck’

’models with yellow celluloid at upper left. Below them is a jigged-black

Kentbrand with a “hook-remover” bottom bolster. At lower right is a Hoffritz fish knife

and above it, an Ulster model. (White photo)

MAY 2003

A. G. Russell
KNIFE CATALOG

FREE
79-571-6161

Call

tlus ¢ Kershaw
Bob Dozier * H.P. Klotzli
Leatherman * A.G. Russell
Yellowhorse * Columbia River
Schatt & Morgan * Boker

shop online at agrussell.com

A.G. Russell™ Knives
1920 N. 26" St. (Exit 81 1-540)
Lowell, AR 72745-8489
Please address requests to Dept. H0503
email: ag@agrussell.com
Cx)pyﬁght 2002 A. G Russell Knives, Inc

Paragon heat treating
furnaces for knife makers

“I couldn’t achieve the control I now
enjoy had I not had a Paragon furnace,”
says Ed Fowler. “Owning a Paragon is
extremely beneficial to blade smithing.”

The KM-24D shown above features
the new Sentry digital controller and a
larger, /4” wide thermocouple. Ask
about our optional gas injection flow
meter.

Interiors of our knife maker fur-
naces: 14 /2" long KM-14D, 24” long
KM-24D, and 36” long KM-36D. (All
three models are 5 ¥2” wide x 4 ¥4” high

@ inside) Free brochure available.

szaqzm_ Industries, Inc.
o 2011 South Town East Bivd..
. Mesquite, Texas 75149-1122

800-876-4328 / 972-288-7557
Toll Free Fax 888-222-6450
www.paragonweb.com
paragonind@worldnet.att.net
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(Above) This absolutely mint KA-BAR T29 model in yellow cellu-
loid would be the centerpiece of any fish knife collection. Notice
the “Endorsed by Zane Grey” etching on the master blade. The

(Below) Toothpicks come in two sizes, the largest at over 5 inches
and the smallest at only 4 inches, both in the closed positions.
Examples include, from bottom, a KA-BAR with tortoise cellu-

A e e P e e el

endorsement by the famous author and world-record-holding
fisherman adds greatly to the overall value of this special knife.
(White photo)

loid, a Christmas-tree-celluloid L.L. Bean, a candystripe celluloid
Imperial, and an IKCO candystripe piece. (White photo)
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third of the way down the side of the than their yellow cousins. custom Laser cut

handle. The specialty bolsters have often One of the most desirable of the yellow, i
been called barn-door hinges because of two-blade fish knives bears the etching Knlfe Blanks
their striking similarity to actual barn-door “endorsed by Zane Grey” on the master
hinges. blade. Grey, a famous novelist, held several per
world-record fishing titles and was asked
Whopper Fish Knives by KA-BAR to endorse a special fish knife. YO u r S p ec s
Because the slender toothpick originally The knives are quite rare and very desir-
was advertised as “the perfect knife for able. Quaﬁty - Precision cutting
hugt;:.rs},1 ,s’p(t)rtsmen, anddfoi <(:116;an131g flgatl;ne In rleflent years, f1s(}1nng g((l)llleqtlblels in with “clean cut” edges.
and fish,” it was soon adapted for the latter general have increased rapidly in value. eysys
activity. For such duties, a second back- Though fishing rods, reels and creels tradi- Cap abdltles_ - Prototype
spring and blade were added to the basic : tionally have been sought by serious collec- to full production runs.
design. The blade was a combination tors, fish knives of all sorts are being Expertise - Over 10 years
pattern designed to serve as a fish-scale snatched up, too. The emphasis for. some experience in Laser Cutting
sk}nner, hoqk degorger and can opener. co@lectors is on the very rare fly-fishing Knife materials.
With the addition of a small hook-sharpen- knives made by KA-BAR, Case and several Service - Fast. conscientious
ing hone inserted in the celluloid on the Sheffield firms, but many other collectors 2 ! .
front portion of the handle, the knife search diligently for the two-blade yellow service. Bomm_med to meeting
became an instant success. The resulting fishing knives as well. Consequently, the customer requirements.
fish knives were produced by such compa- lowly fish knife has taken its proud place
nies as Western Boulder, KA-BAR, Case among its historical counterpart, the Texas Send us a dl?’g, sampie,
‘ DA ] or autocad file for fast
and Camillus. L.L. Bean fish knives can toothpick.
also be found, most of which were made by accurate quo'e'
Western. . Conclusion © Custom Laser Inc.
In almost all cases, the knives were Owing to the wide variety of brand names 4903 Ida Park Drive
handled in bright yellow celluloid, and later available and the various handle materials
: ght Y > var . ’ Lockport, NY 14094
in yellqw plastlg. The reason for th.e yellow the Texas toothpick is a very desirable and Toll Free: 877.434.8600
was fairly qbv10us, If dropped into the §0ught-gft§r collectible. Wth the brenewed Fax 716.439.4805
wateli, tl}eﬂl:mlf)e 'C(})lltlld Iie eassﬂy sptotte(li) 1asd a 1n_terest 1n_lllts offts.hoot,tthe flsh é{mfe,tthese E-mail: customlaserinc@aol.com
result of the bright color. Some two-blade pieces will continue to provide a strong i e
fish knives were handled in red celluloid emphasis in any collection. W ggfddr ;%mm
and jigged black and are considerably rarer ——

Texas Toothpick & Fish Knife Value Guide*

D
Khnife Value F LAT G RI N S
Camillus, candystripe, 57 $75-$85

Imperial, candystripe, 5” $75-$85 3

Robeson, candystripe, 5” $120-$135 5&6 whiﬁ'ra“'ihexbuzz
Robeson, jigged bone, 5~ $175-$200

Case Tested XX, Christmas tree, barn door $600 is abouﬂ

Case Bradford, Pa., goldstone, 5” $375

Case Tested XX, Rogers bone, 57 $375-$400 NEW! D.H. Russell

Remington, R955, candystripe, 57 $350

Remington, R953, jigged bone, flat blade, no shield  $300-$350 Jiockbiade GF’-‘SOO You-Build-11
Remington, R953, jigged bone, round Bullet shield $700-$750 Knife Kits
Pal, candystripe, 5” $110-$130

Queen Steel, Rogers bone, “Big Q” stamp $115-$125

Queen Steel, winterbottom bone, 5 $100-$115

New York Knife, jigged bone, 5” $190-$250

Winchester, jigged bone, 57 $185-$220
Western Boulder, 2 bl., yellow w/hone $75-$85 S

L.L. Bean, 2 bl., yellow w/hone $80-$90

KA-BAR, 2 bl., yellow, 5” $90-$100 %ﬂ}i’ﬂ'ﬂ? Handcrafted
KA-BAR, 2 bl., black jigged bone, 5” $95-$125

Camillus, 2 bl., yellow “Fisherman’s Luck” $55-$65

Case 32095, XX stamp, yellow w/hone $75-$85 call or Email for a Free Info Pack
Case 32095, 1970 10 dot, yellow w/hone $65-$75 “W\".gl"OhﬂlBﬂﬂKﬂlV%.GOm

*All values are the author’s for pocketknives in mint or near-mint condition. Knives in 1-888-7 KNNES

these categories must have full blades with excellent snap— “walk and talk"—upon both - Made In North America
opening and closing. Handle material must be free from cracks, chips or other defects. '

Other potential defects must be non-existent as well. All handles are celluloid unless GROHMANN
noted as bone. All listings with two blades and/or yellow handles are fish knives. aronmann| Over 45 Years Stron g
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WORLD'S #1 KNIFE MAGAZINE

e BLADE’s®
Greatest Stories

° Latest In
Butterfly Knives

e lcy Hot Mother-Of-
Pearl

e Military Favorite:
The TL-29

o Wild World of
Knife Warranties

e My Favorite Knives
Of Europe

e Young Maker
Profile: Johnathan
Watis
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where to get ‘em

JUNGLE SURVIVAL KNIVES
Becker Knife & Tool, c/o
Camillus, attn: J. Furgal, Dept.
BL5, 54 Main, Camillus, NY 13031
(800) 344-0456 www.camil-
lusknives. com; Ka-Bar, attn: D.
Hillegas, Dept. BL5, 1125 East
State, Olean, NY 14760 (716) 372-
5952 www.ka-bar.com; Livesay
Combat Knives, Dept. BL5, 3306
S. Dogwood, Siloam Springs, AR
72761 (479) 549-3356 www.
newtlivesay.com; Randall's Adven-
ture & Training, Dept. BLS, 60
Randall, Gallant, AL 35972 (256)
570-0175 www.jungletraining.com

DISTAL TAPER: WHAT

AND WHY

Jim Crowell, Dept. BL5, 7181
Happy Hollow, Mtn. View, AR
72560 (870) 269-4215 crow-
ellknives@yahoo.com; Vince
Evans, Dept. BL5, 6301 Apache,
Show Low, AZ 85901 (928) 537-
9123 vevans@cybertrails.com;
Jarrell Lambert, Dept. BLS, 2321
FM 2982, Granado, TX 77962
(512) 771-3744 jlambert@ykc.com;
Mike Williams, Dept. BL5, POB
64-1, Broken Bow, OK 74728 (580)
494-6326 hforge@pine-net.com

NORTHEAST CUTLERY
COMEBACK

Camillus, attn: J. Furgal, Dept.
BL5, 54 Main, Camillus, NY 13031
(315) 672-8111 www. camil-
lusknives.com; Case, attn: J. Sulli-
van, Dept. BL5, Owens Way,
Bradford, PA 16701 (814) 368-4123
WWW.wrcase.com; GATCO/
Timberline, attn: J. Anthon, Dept.
BL5, POB 600, Getzville, NY
14068-0600 (716) 877-2200
www.timberlineknives. com; Ka-
Bar, attn: D. Hillegas, Dept. BLS,
1125 E. State, Olean, NY 14760
(800) 282-0130 www.ka-bar.com;
Kutmaster, attn: R. Joswick, Dept.
BLS, 820 Noyes, Utica, NY 13503

(315) 733-4663 Sales@kutmaster.
com; Queen/Ontario, attn: B.
Breton, Dept. BLS, POB 145,
Franklinville, NY 14737 (716) 676-
5527 www.ontarioknife.com;
Schrade, attn: T. Faust, Dept. BL5,
7 Schrade, Ellenville, NY 12428
(914) 647-7600 www.schrade-
knives.com

BEST KNIFE PROTECTION?
Benchmade, attn: T. Noteboom,
Dept. BLS5, 300 Beavercreek,
Oregon City, OR 97045 (503) 655-
6004 www.benchmade.com; Body-
cote, attn: D. Lewis, Dept. BLS5,
7856 McCloud, Greensboro, NC
NC 27409 (336) 665-0005 fax
(336) 665-0035 www.bodycote.
com; Kershaw, attn: D. Flagg,
Dept. BLS5, 25300 SW Parkway,
Wilsonville, OR 97070 (503) 682-
1966 www.kershawknives.com;
Darrel Ralph, Dept. BLS5, 4185 S
St. Rt. 605, Galena, OH 43021
(740) 965-9970 browzer@infinet.
com; Simonich LLC, attn: R.
Simonich, Dept. BL5, POB 278,
Clancy, MT 59634 (406) 933-9151
www.simonichknives.com

TESTING TACTICALS

Branton Knife Co., attn: B. Bran-
ton, Dept. BLS5, 4976 See Wee,
Awendaw, SC 29429 (843) 928-
3624 profly001@aol.com; Gerber,
attn: M. Schindel, Dept. BLS,
14200 SW 72nd, Portland, OR
97223 (503) 639-6161 www.gerber-
blades.com; Mercworx, attn: Nigel,
Dept. BL5, 235 Main St. #287,
Madison, NJ 07940 (908) 619-1013
WWW.Mmercworx.com

BLADE SHOW 2003 AD
Jeff Diotte, Dept. BLS, 159 Laurier

Dr., LaSalle, Ontario, Canada N9J
114 (519) 978-2764

BLADE
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oe Flournoy has a nosy neigh-
bor but doesn’t mind. Tim

one of the best at forging steel, he’s ‘
also forged fast friendships. -
Foster, for one, tips his hat to

| Foster would say the same
thing. The two award-winning Flournoy for helping him get started.
ABS master smiths live only “Some of the best advice he ever gave me "
|ﬁ three miles apart in El Dorado, Arkansas. was to test every one of my knives and e
) They share information, ideas, energy and know how they perform before they go to

- even materials.

Since making his first knife in 1974,
Flournoy (pronounced FLOOR-noy) has
& captured more than a dozen high-profile

~ honors, including the Bill Moran Award
,g@] and the 2001 BLADEhandmade™ Award
~ for Best Fighter. While he’s recognized as

B N T R D
Ml ﬂéﬂalrfk‘m* e
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the customer. He also said not to let just
one thing stand out on a knife. It should be
the overall flow of the knife that gets your
attention and then you pick out the
details,” Tim related. “That’s the best
advice anybody could have given me.”
Never a full-time maker, Flournoy
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profile in steel

works as a construction supervisor for an
oil refinery. Nonetheless, he still has
managed to help others learn and grow in
the craft while achieving excellence
himself. Handforging his damascus in vari-
ous patterns, he has a two-year backlog.
His favorite handle material by far is desert
ironwood, while he also uses curly maple
and the occasional piece of stag on a
special order. His sheaths are made by
Kenny Rowe of Hope, Arkansas.

Joe enjoys the challenge of making
folders and gradually is making more and
more of them, spurred by demand. About
40 percent of his output is folders. He
usually takes from seven to nine knives to

a show and sells them all. The reasons for
his popularity are obvious.

“Everybody talks about the fit and
finish,” he offered, “and I try to price my
knives where people can afford them and
not keep going up and up. I'd rather make
the knives and sell them than bring them
home.” His list prices for his wood-handle
fighters are around $750. The same knife
in stag is about $850. In damascus and
stag, the list price is around $950.

Having done stock removal for 12
years, Flournoy began forging after attend-
ing the first class at the Texarkana
College/Bill Moran School Of Blade-
smithing in the late 1980s. “I helped

Joe Flournoy
Dept. BLS, 5750 Lisbon
El Dorado, AR 71730
(870) 863-7208
flournoy@ipa.net

Bill Moran unpack his tools,” Joe laughed.
“I watched Moran, Don Hastings and Bill
Bagwell work with that coal fire, and
Moran put a blade in a vise and let me
bend it. I said, ‘My knives—which were
stock removal at the time—won’t do that.’
That isn’t to degrade stock removal, but in
my opinion forging

makes a

Forty percent of
Flournoy’s production is
folders. An example is this

Specialties Forges utility fixed blades and
folders, including hunters, bowies, camp
knives and daggers among the former, and
locking liners among the latter; roughly 40
percent of his output is folders

Blade Steels 1084, 5160 and 15N20 in
straight high-carbon and damascus; ATS-
34 on some folders

Handles A wide range of natural materials
Miscellaneous Won the 2001 BLADE-
handmade™ Award for Best Fighter;
will teach classes on damascus at the
Texarkana College/Bill Moran
School of Bladesmithing April 21-
25

Sheaths Leather models made

by Kenny Rowe éﬁ\
Mark Surname and “MS”"— &
for his rating of ABS £y
master smith—in script 0'3
'\’(
Z,
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jigged redbone locking liner
with titanium bolsters and ATS-
34 blade steel. Closed length: ~5
inches. (PointSeven photo)

Below: Early on, Flournoy patterned his knives
on those of the late Clyde Fischer (left), here
with Joe at a late 1980s BLADE Show.
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June 13, 14, 15, 2003
In Atlanta’s Cobb Galleria Centre

SHOW OPENS TO THE PUBLIC

Friday, June 13: 2pm - 7pm  Saturday, June 14: 9am - 6pm
Sunday, June 15: 9am - 4pm

Show Highlights

e American Bladesmith Society e 2003 BLADE Magazine Cutlery Industry
Annual Convention Hall-of-Fame Inductions

¢ Special Knifemakers Guild Section The Nation’s Top Collections

e FREE “Super Seminars” Over 500 Knifemaker and Antique Tables

¢ Blade Magazine’s 2003 Knives of the Year™ and Manufacturers’ Booths
and Handmade Awards™ e All Major Knifemaking Suppliers

You could Win A Knife like * Hotel Reservatilons o I
this fixed blade crafted by Re?ﬁéﬁi?fg)gagvse;-ﬁ?o%te

i - Please book early -
Jeff Diotte Mention the Blade Show

for Special Rate

e Travel Discounts °
United Airlines is the official air
carrier for the BLADE Show. Call
800-521-4041. Use Event Code 554SF.
Auvis is the official car rental service.
The discount code is JO99319.
Call them at 800-331-1600

For additional information contact

2003 BLADE SHOW

700 East State Street
lola, WI 54990-0001
(877) 746-9757
Fax: (715) 445-4087
E-mail: lutzm@krause.com
http://www.bladeshow.com

For more information on Jeff see, “Where To Get Em.”

BLADE SHOW _ 7
is sponsored in part by: Karambit.com kershow d:j;gk
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profile in steel

Below: Flournoy copped the 2001
BLADEhandmade™ Award for
Best Fighter for this symmetri-
cal stag beauty in 1084 steel.
Overall length: 12 inches.
(PointSeven photo)

better knife.” X

One of the main reasons
for that better knife, he says, is \\
the balance and feel of the piece
in your hand. His handforged \
damascus consists mainly of 1084
and 15N20 in as few as 40 or as many
as 384 layers, depending on the pattern.
Giving back to his avocation, Joe teaches
at the Moran School. He has conducted
classes on handles and guards and will
teach damascus April 21-25. (For more
information contact the ABS, attn: J.
DuBois, Dept. BL5, POB 1481, Cypress,
TX 77410-1481 (281) 225-9159
spqjanl@aol.com.)

“I’ve really never been around any
other maker without learning something,”
Joe commented. “I even learn from my
students, and teaching is very gratifying if
you have somebody that wants to learn.”

Flournoy asserts that he taught Foster
quite a bit, but now the shoe is on the other
foot and the teacher is learning from his
former pupil. Joe also learned to make
damascus in the shop of his friend, Jerry
Fisk.

“Joe is one of the standards in the
industry,” Fisk said. “He has won more
awards for fighters and combat knives than
anyone I know. He knows what he’s doing
in both design and the forging of blades.
He treats clients well and delivers a good
knife fairly priced.

“I do remember him making that first
damascus billet in my shop. Every once in
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The Flournoy File

Favorite Knives Sheffield bowies.
Long-Range Project “I’m working to catch
up on orders right now, and I don’t think I
ever will get caught up. Every time I make
one, [ sell one, but I’'m not complaining.”
Favorite Knife Web Sites Les Robertson’s
robertsoncutlery.com, Bruce Voyles’
jbrucevoyles.com, and Larry Conley’s
knifeart.com.

The Knife He Carries “I carry one of my
old LinerLocks™ that I made several years
ago and a Camillus two-blade congress.”

Flournoy captures the pure
essence of ladder-pattern
damascus in this sprawling
bark-ivory bowie. Overall
length: 16 7/8 inches. (Point-
Seven photo)

time.” He’s a quick learner.”

Fisk had to come clean about one
experience with Flournoy. “He snores
really loud,” Jerry grinned. “Joe and [
traveled to shows together for years. One
time when it was just Joe and I, he started

snoring, so I got up, went over and kissed

a while, Joe would

scream out in pain. [

was working in another
section of the shop at the
time and I would just
holler at Joe and say,
‘Don’t do it that way next
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him. He stayed up all night afraid to go to
sleep again. I got a good night’s rest!”

Joe’s wife, Gwen, is well known in her
own right, collecting miniature handmade
bowies and traveling to various shows as
an ABS merchandiser. She worked on her
husband for some time before he agreed to
make a miniature to add to her collection.
“She’s very supportive and, in fact, if I lay
around too much, she’ll tell me, ‘Look, big
boy, you’ve got bills to pay; you need to
make some knives.” The miniature I made
for her is a damascus bowie with an ivory
handle and a nickel-silver guard, and it was
tough to make because all my equipment is
[designed for work on standard-size
knives]. I’'m not planning on making
another one,” he said.

While his knives are much in demand,
Joe makes them to be used. With pride, he
tells the story of a customer who used a
Flournoy knife to clean four deer and it
would still shave the hair off his arm.

MAY 2003

Joe enjoys the challenge of
making folders and gradually
is making more and more of
them, spurred by demand. His
one-hand locking liner boasts
a sheep-horn handle. (Point-
Seven photo)

The work ethic in Joe’s blades probably
comes from his original interest in knife-
making. “I saw a knife my dad had made at
the plant where he worked, and I had never
seen a handmade knife before,” he remem-
bered. “It struck me as the neatest thing. I
was using a knife that I had bought one
day, and the edge wrinkled like an accor-
dion. Then, I remembered my dad’s knife,
which was made out of 52100 steel, and 1
started talking to him.

“My bible was the book Knives And
Knifemakers by B.R. Hughes. There was
also an article by Bob Dozier that I studied
religiously. Later, I got to know Clyde
Fischer, and I tried to make my knives look
just like his.”

Nearly 30 years after his first knife-
making foray, Joe Flournoy has a style, a
look and a reputation all his own. His work
has a distinctive character, and the knife

industry is better for it.
BLADE
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nife talk

nlfe

STRANGER

INn The Knife

he early morning was punctu-
ated by a light rain and low
clouds. A strangely warm mist

The author almost
9
doesn’t come back g e T
¢ bank of the Wind River. We passed through
from his latest  bankord ,

an especially heavy bank of mist, and then

dre am Of the scene bri.ghtened into a calmness I had

. ¢ never experienced before. Both my dogs

EXC allbur : and I sensed that this time was somehow
i different.

Through the mist, I noticed the most

remarkable piece of driftwood I’ve ever

seen laying by the water. It was about 9

feet long and its contours twisted and

B Ed Fowler turned, displaying a fantastic contin-

BLADE@ f,eld editor : uum of shapes and forms. The

W surface, polished to a satin finish in

a manner that would make any

who could see it smile, revealed

grain patterns from bird’s-eye

maple to fiddleback swirls of

black, brown, tan and red that

were a wonder to behold. I

knelt beside her, retrieving

my spectacles from my

shirt pocket for closer

examination. The exotic

beauty of the wood

was enchanting. I ran

my fingers over the

surface and, like

“| felt the knife’s edge
with my fingers; it
was infinitely sharp,
but a manner of
sharpness | had
never felt before.”




magic, hundreds of friendly shapes
caressed my hands.

I tested the wood’s hardness by trying
to crease it with my thumbnail. Though the
surface seemed to acquiesce, my nail left
no mark. I tapped on the surface with a
small stone; again, no mark and, for that
matter, little sound. I estimated the weight
of the driftwood at about 150 pounds. Still,
as I lifted it from the ground, it seemed
weightless. | knew that I had found the
ideal handle material that would dance in
perfect harmony between man and knife.

The Confrontation
As I stood admiring my prize, one of my
Labradors, Abraham, gave a low growl to
announce we had company. I noticed a
man walking toward me through the mist.
His manner was not friendly nor was he
the kind of man with whom I would
choose to spend time. His attention was on
the branch I held in my hands. He reached
under his belt and withdrew a tanto-style
knife, complete with a black cord wrap
securing what

stranger shrugged and laid the knife on the
sand of the riverbank. Gaining ground as I
was, | suggested that he lay the sheath next
to it. He did so and stood, his eyes filled
with disdain, then departed in the direction
from which he had come. The mist swal-
lowed all but his memory.

In awe, I looked at the knife and sheath
in the sand. The steel in the blade seemed
to be alive somehow. The sheath was made
of beautiful tan leather, sewn with a golden
thread into a diamond pattern of inter-
twined serpents. The throat and tip were
gold. I reached down and picked them up,
the knife in my right hand, sheath in my
left. As the knife filled my hand, the blade
changed shape to the mild drop-point style
I love so dearly. The black cord around the
handle was no longer there; in its place
was some of the beautiful handle material
unmistakably similar to the driftwood. I
felt the knife’s edge with my fingers; it was
infinitely sharp, but a manner of sharpness
I had never felt before.

I picked up another piece of driftwood
to test the knife’s

appeared to be a large
precious stone gazing
at me from the center
of the handle.

First, he pointed
the knife at me as if
he intended to deflect
any action on my
part. He reached for
the far end of the

“He pointed the
knife at me as
if he intended
to deflect any
action on my

cutting ability. The
keen edge produced
shavings so fine,
they nearly floated
in the air. I tried
cutting across the
grain and the stick
immediately
became two. Never
had I experienced

driftwood and, in one part.” an edge so keen or a
smooth, effortless handle as friendly. I
motion, lopped about —fhe authOF couldn’t wait to

3 feet off the end. I

return to my shop to

watched as he made
the cut and the knife seemed to come alive,
sending a wave of harmonic vibration
throughout the length of the wood. Obvi-
ously, there was as much or more to his
knife as there was to the driftwood I held
in my hands. [ knew that they were one, of
the same spirit, a concert in function and
beauty meant to dance in a perfect
harmony man knows only in his dreams.
Again pointing the knife menacingly in
my direction, the stranger said, “I will just
take this portion for my share.” For a brief
second I felt I should yield, and then I
decided not without a fight! I reached
under my shirt with my right hand as if [
were holding the .357 magnum that at
times travels with me. It wasn’t there this
time but he didn’t know that. He stared at
me, his eyes hardening. Suddenly, he
relented and said, “OK.” Sensing a lack of
purpose in his manner, I said, “We’ll just
trade the knife for the wood.” Our eyes
locked for long seconds. Was either of us
ready to die for the sake of the moment?
Sensing the hostile nature of the situation,
Abraham and the rest of my Willow Bow
Labradors uttered long, low growls, adding
emphasis to my bluff. Then, thankfully, the

MAY 2003

further test the abili-

i ties of the blade, knowing that all would be
: beyond my expectations.

I placed the knife in her sheath and slid
it inside my belt. When I picked up the
driftwood, I noticed the branch was again
as long as it had been before the stranger

had cut off his piece. With the branch in
i hand and the knife in its sheath under my
i belt, we headed toward the shop.

Saved By The Bell
Somewhere far away [ could hear a bell

ringing. From out of my euphoria, the ring
i became more insistent. I turned my head

and saw the red numbers on my alarm
clock. It was 5:20 a.m. Beside the alarm

was that damn phone, ringing, ringing! A
i neighbor inquiring about a stray bull talked

as the dream faded.
I lost my dream of Excalibur but will

not forsake my quest. One day she will be
i mine. Lovely Nemo, Lady of the Lake,
i please don’t forget me!

Along with the author, BLADE® wishes
i you a happy April Fools Day.

BLADE

Technology with an Edge

The Technology.. Kershaw's Double Cross

The Edge........... - One-hand opening & closing
« Two blades-one locking liner
+ AUS6A premium-quality steel
- Beautiful Stamina® wood

inlay handles

« Kershaw's “shaving-sharp”
edge

« Lifetime guarantee

Model 4380
MSRP $69.95

Bladel.....2 3/8in. (59cm.)
Blade2.....1 7/8 in. (47cm.)
Steel........AUS6A stainless
Handle.....Stamina® wood inlay
Closed.....3 1/2in. (8.9cm.)
Weight ....2.2 oz.

hetshny

For information or a dealer near you, call:

1-800-325-2891

www kershawknives.com
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nives at work

nives at wor

PUTTING

TACGTIGH

TO THE

By David E. Steele

LADE® sent me three tactical
straight knives—the Gerber
Silver Trident, Mercworx
Archangel and Bobby Branton
boot knife—of different sizes
and construction to test. In addition to the
usual rope- and wood-cutting tests, |
decided to stress the point of the knives’
blades, using Kevlar as the test medium.

Standard police “IIA” Kevlar armor—
which is impervious to most centerfire
pistol bullets—is not “blade proof.” In
prison environments and places where stab-
bing assaults on police occur, reinforcement
materials are added to the officers’ Kevlar
armor. Government and factory stab tests on
body armor have been conducted in the
USA and England, sometimes with live
“attackers” armed with daggers.

Having familiarized myself with such an
armor test, [ decided it also would be a good
informal gauge of the strength of blade tips.
Though ITA armor can be penetrated, it isn’t
easy to do so. I’ve found that an Arkansas-
toothpick-style blade penetrates the Kevlar
well, but, for other reasons, a knife with
such a blade isn’t preferred for military
service.

It’s interesting to note that, considering
how ancient the knife is as both a tool and
weapon, there’s still not much science in its
testing. Some manufacturers do research
marketing more than product testing. One of
the factories that tests its new designs is
Cold Steel. Since Cold Steel is near my
home, I asked Lynn Thompson if I could
borrow his facilities for some simple tests
over which I had complete control. He
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agreed, so I had the use of 1-inch hanging
rope, half-inch cutting rope, stacked card-
board and 1.5x5.5-inch cutting board. All
the tests are easily duplicated by anyone and
not limited to a laboratory setting.

“While a 4-inch
recurve blade
won’t chop like
a 9-inch kukri,
it will skin,
slice and slash.”
—the author

Gerber Silver Trident
Gerber’s new Silver Trident (ST) is co-
designed by decorated Vietnam
SEAL, Chief James “Patches”
Watson, and custom knifemaker
William Harsey.

Watson wanted a blade about
an inch shorter than the one on
a Ka-Bar fighting/utility knife.
At 6 1/8 inches, the ST’s
spear-point blade has chisel-tip
serrations on the spine for cutting
cable, and standard serrations on
the edge for cutting line. The
154CM stainless steel blade has an
oxide coating for extra saltwater

P

corrosion resistance.

The double guard is made of Hytrel,
which is somewhat more shock absorbent
than metal. The handle is also molded of
two different versions of the synthetic, with
a hard inner core and a softer, stippled
contact surface. Watson wanted a comfort-
able, non-slip handle, easy to orient in the
dark or underwater, and Harsey provided it.
He also provided his standard twin-finger
grooves and a Loveless-style palm swell. A
stainless steel pommel provides a pounding
surface for setting booby traps, signaling
underwater, etc. The blade has an indent
near the guard that clips into

the Kydex sleeve.
Around the sleeve is

a Black-

hawk

ballis-

LMAY2003 T o



As part of his tests, the author stressed
the tip of each knife’s blade. The tip of the
Mercworx Archangel blade easily pene-
trated the IIA Kevlar and 3 inches into
stacked cardboard, as recreated here.

tic nylon sheath, with a snap release and
pocket for accessories, such as a sharpening
stone or scout knife.

In my opinion, the ST is close to perfect,
especially in handle design. A dive sheath
may be available soon. I'd like to see blade
options other than the standard M3 trench
style, such as dagger or Mexican-bowie
patterns.

The ST easily penetrated IIA Kevlar, as
well as 3 inches of stacked cardboard, slow-
ing when the serrations were engaged. It
was the only knife of those tested that cut
the 1-inch free-hanging manila rope, and it

See how three fixed

blades survive the

author’s own special

kind of drill

cut 10 sections of half-inch rope before
dulling. In 30 seconds, it chopped close to 3
inches into the 1.5x5.5-inch board. I was so
pleased with the test results that I wouldn’t
hesitate to recommend the ST to soldiers
embarking for the Middle East.

Mercworx Archangel

The first thing I noticed about the Merc-
worx Archangel is how thick the blade is
and how it retains the thickness through a
full tang. The only attachments are black
Micarta® handle slabs. Among other things,
the blade is designed for prying in situations




The Archangel has a slightly
recurved, 6-inch, double-
hollow-ground blade. The
curve increases the usable
cutting surface. Thanks to its
hollow grind, the blade retains
a .25-inch median thickness
up to the tip for prying. The
154CM stainless steel blade
has a Rockwell hardness of 58
Rc. MSRP: $375.

The Bobby Branton boot
knife chopped enough
1.5-inch board in 30
seconds to convince
the author it could be
used as a survival
tool. More signifi-
cantly, he said it cut
10 times through
half-inch manila

rope before it

started to dull.

The maker’s list

price: $249.
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where there’s no suitable prying alternative.
The Archangel has a slightly recurved,
double-hollow-ground blade that’s 6 inches
long. The recurve increases the usable
cutting surface. Thanks to its hollow grind,
the blade retains a .25-inch median thick-
ness up to the tip for prying. The 154CM
blade has a Rockwell hardness of 58 Rec.
The minimal double guard is integrally
constructed for maximum strength, the top
tapered to prevent thumb jamming when the
saber grip is employed. The “lemon-drop”
handle design provides a fast, sure grip,
whether in the saber,

used a thong in testing to prevent the knife
from slipping during hard impact.

The basic quality of manufacture in both
knife and sheath is excellent. The point
easily penetrated the IIA Kevlar and poked
3 inches into stacked cardboard. The blade
chopped a couple inches into the 1.5x5.5-
inch board inside 30 seconds. However, it
tended to wedge into rather than cut the
rope. I called a Mercworx official and he
said the knife had been shipped dull for
safety reasons, the assumption being that it
was for photos only. I'm reluctant to use

more than a ceramic

hammer or icepick
hand holds. The
Micarta slabs are
smooth and contoured
for a sure grip in wet
or hurried conditions.
Two holes accommo-
date thong attachment
or lashing to a staff.
The Archangel is
available in a nylon,

“If I were ordering
this knife for myself, I
would have the top
guard ground off.”
—the author

stick to sharpen a test
knife, since a grind-
ing wheel wouldn’t
be available to the
end user in the field.
Still, the Merc-
worx official has a
legitimate concern
about  consumer
safety. Manufacturers
generally fall into

zippered  storage

pouch, or a multi-directional nylon tactical
sheath with a Kydex insert. The sheath can
be attached to a belt, rucksack or for upper
arm “African” carry.

If I were ordering this knife for myself, I
would have the top guard ground off so I
could carry it close to my wrist, and I would
have the choil enlarged to accommodate my
first finger, especially for when I wear
gloves. The choil would provide a more
secure grip when a thong isn’t available. I

two categories: Those
who ship knives at maximum sharpness and
those who ship knives that aren’t likely to
injure the occasional customer who cannot
resist running a thumb along the edge. I had
Mercworx overnight another Archangel to
me with maximum edge sharpness. It
worked like a champ. I understand future
models will offer partial serrations.

Branton Boot Knife
Bobby Branton’s boot/belt/neck knife has a
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4-inch recurved blade of CPM S30V stain-
less steel, with a black-canvas-Micarta-slab
handle and Kydex sheath. Overall length:
8.25 inches. The handle has three hollow

pins useful for thongs or survival-staff

attachment. The friction-fit sheath has nine
grommets and a belt lock.

Branton has been making knives since
1983, and the boot model is his third collab-
oration with veteran knifemaker Walter

Brend. I've known Brend for a couple of

decades and immediately recognized his
first-finger-groove design in the knife’s
handle. Brend also does the heat treat and
finish. The knife is available in increased
numbers due to what some call “mid-
tech”—the use of some parts made via
CNC and other means assembled and
finished in Branton’s shop. The idea is to
produce a Branton/Brend collaboration for a
less expensive list price, about $249 in this

The Gerber Silver Trident

that cut the 1-inch free-
hanging manila rope. It

half-inch rope before
dulling. In 30

said it chopped
close to 3 inches
down into the
1.5x5.5-inch board.
MSRP: $339.
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was the only knife of
those tested by the author

also cut 10 sections of

seconds, the author

case.

The boot knife is a scaled-down version
of the pair’s Merrill’s Marauder kukri-influ-
enced knife. While a 4-inch recurve blade
won’t chop like a 9-inch kukri, it will skin,
slice and slash. It’s also not designed as a
sticker. Still, in my tests it penetrated the ITA
body armor and 3.5 inches of stacked card-
board.

The Branton boot chopped enough 1.5-
inch board in 30 seconds to convince me it
could be used as a survival tool. More
significantly, it cut 10 times through half-
inch manila rope before it started to dull.
Not bad! Overall, I was impressed at how
this small, simple knife performed.

Conclusion

As always, I learned a lot from testing these
knives. I didn’t compare them to each other,
since all were designed with different roles
in mind. The same tests were used to give a
general idea of each knife’s capabilities.
Each company or maker offers quality
knives, and one set of tests shouldn’t be
taken as definitive. The idea is to see how
close each knife, after consulting with the
applicable maker or company, achieves its
stated purpose.

For the contact information for the knives in
the story, see “Where To Get 'Em” on page
98.

BLADE

20th Annual Badger Knife Show

March 21, 22, and 23, 2003
Friday Saturday Sunday

3 p.m.to 8 p.m. 8 am. to 5 p.m. 9am. to2 p.m.

Janesville, WI*

Holiday Inn Express
& Janesville Conference Center

One of the finest regional shows in the
United States, with 175 tables featuring
custom knives, factory knives, antique
knives, dealers, suppliers and displays.

Displays - Silent Auction - Door Prizes
$3.00 at door * $5.00 three-day pass
Children under 13 free when accompanied by an adult
Early Bird Passes Available
For information contact:

Badger Knife Club, Inc. * Robert G. Schrap
P.O. Box 511 * Elm Grove, WI 53122
Phone/Fax (414) 479-9765 « E-mail: rschrap@aol.com
*Janesville is located approximately half hour south of
Madison, WI and half hour north of Rockford, IL
Exit 171C from I-90 and U.S. Highway 14
East to 3100 Wellington Place

6 3/4” Blade length
12” Overall length

WILLOW BOW RANCH

P.O. BOX 1519 - RIVERTON, WYOMING 82501

307-856-9815

Call Ed to order your copy of “Knife Talk” for
$14.95 + S/H or his video - The Design
Construction And Function Of The Using Knife
(52100 steel) for $45.00 + $1.25 S/H.
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By Butch Winter

Tight toler-
ances and
smootbh fit are
hallmarks of an
Aaron Freder-
ick folder.
Here’s a selec-
tion of his
Dresser 3PS
folders in CPM
S30V stainless
and a choice of
ivories and
mother-of-
pearl. Check
the flared
damascus
bolster on the
wharncliffe
model second
from bottom.
That’s a Timas-
cus bolster on
the folder third
from top.
(PointSeven
photo)
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aaron Frederick F

That’s

Precision!

f you’re into tight-fitting handmade
folders by a maker with a bright
present and an even brighter future,
give Aaron Frederick’s knives a
look-see.

Though only 25, Aaron is no
newcomer to the sharp scene. After
making knives part time for a while, he
started fashioning them full time when he
left college. “I'd always liked knives and
used them to hunt and to cut meat. In
1994, when I was 17, I was offered an
opportunity to make a knife and really
kind of just fell into the trade,” he recalled.
“The fourth knife I made I sold. And that's
the way it’s been ever since.”

It might be more likely to “fall into the
trade” if your father-in-law is John W.
Smith, one of the premier knifemakers in
the country, if not the world—and such is
the case with Aaron.

“I learned everything from John with
him standing over my shoulder mostly.
That wasn’t as easy as it sounds since he
let me screw things up for myself first,”
Frederick said with a laugh. “I started
breaking away from his designs about five
years ago, but you can still see his influ-
ence in my knives. It’s hard to get away
from something that’s right. I use every
mechanism and action that John does, so
my knives still work the same as his, they
just look different. Some people say that
John makes my knives. That’s kind of
stupid since why would he put my name on
a knife and sell it for $300 less than what
he gets for his?”

During this interview, I mentioned to
Aaron that I would be deer hunting over
the weekend. He responded by sending me
mug shots of himself to use with this story
and of a trophy buck he had taken.
“Though I prefer making folders primarily,
I still make hunting knives every now and
then, good ones for the job in my book
since | use one on every deer I harvest. I
have a hard time designing the high-end
stuff that I know will never be used and
wouldn’t work right in the field,” he

MAY 2003

just about anything. Aaron

reflected. “But, on the other hand, I enjoy
making the fancy Persian designs the most.
I can’t explain it but that’s the way it is.”

When Aaron first began making
knives, he used ATS-34 and 440C stainless
blade steels. Now he uses CPM S30V
stainless and his own forged damascus, a
combination of 15N20, 1084 and nickel.

The first 50 knives he made were
engraved “AWF.” Next came an “AWF”
etch, followed by a smaller, cursive “AWE.”
Then he used “A. Frederick.” His current
mark is a shield with “AF” inside, the
letters back-to-back. The result is a fertile
field for someone wanting to collect knives
bearing all the Frederick markings.

The 25-year-old maker says that he
made less than 50 knives a year before he
went full time. In 2002, he made about
150. “T get them done just 20 here and 20
there. I do my own heat treat and damas-
cus, and damascus takes up a lot of
time. To me,” he added, “the lock is the
most important part of making a
knife”—an unusual observation,
since most knifemakers say it’s the
steel, heat treat or grind that’s
most significant.

Aaron sent along two of
his folders for me to exam-
ine. One he calls a “tactical”
but would fit the bill for

named it his “Derringer”
model because he copied
the handle from a .22-
caliber derringer pistol.
The knife sports tita-
nium bolsters and
liners, carbon-fiber
scales, a thumb stud
for opening the 2
3/4-inch  S30V
blade, and allen-
head-bolt
construction. A
pocket clip is
included.
Closed

length is about 4 1/4 inches. I mentioned to
Aaron that I wouldn’t mind using the knife
to clean a deer. “That’s not what it’s
designed for,” he noted, “but it's a good
working blade and about the right size.”
The other knife he sent me is a real
showpiece. Notice I said showpiece, not
showy piece. It’s almost the same size as
his “Derringer” model, though the handle
is a bit longer. If
you really
look,

Richly fileworked back-
springs further enhance
the overall feel and look
of Aaron’s damascus
folders. The Persian
piece (bottom) is his
model of choice. (Point-
Seven photo)
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Top Pair: Frederick’s Persian folder (bottom) boasts
a damascus blade with an unusual pattern high-

Aaron Frederick lighted by the gold color of the nickel in the blade.
Dept. BL5, 272 Brooks The same holds true for the bolsters and butt of the
West Liberty, KY 41472 top piece. He arrived at the pattern by twisting two

(606) 743-2015 bars from two directions. The handles are mother-
aaronf@mrtc.com of-pearl and ivory. (PointSeven photo)

Bottom Pair: Fossil ivory, mother-of-pearl, gold
inlay and damascus showcase two Frederick autos.
The John W. Smith influence on the bottom piece is
unmistakable. (PointSeven photo)

Specialties Folders, including tacticals and gent’s knives,
w/the latest mechanisms; is working on a new frame-lock
model with a Carson flipper; makes an occasional hunter
Blade Steels CPM S30V stainless and his own forged
damascus, a combination of 15N20, 1084 and nickel; also -
has used ATS-34 and 440C stainless -
Handles A selection of natural and synthetic materials
Embellishments Fileworked backsprings, anodized titanium
and more

Mark A shield with “AF” inside, the letters
back-to-back

Price Ranges $300-$4,000
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it's easy to tell the knives were constructed
by the same maker thanks to the similar
shape of handle, blade, placement of pins,
etc. From there, figure in damascus
bolsters, mother-of-pearl scales secured by
gold screws, gold-anodized titanium liners,
and a fileworked, sculpted stainless-steel
back spacer. There’s also a gold thumb stud
on the CPM S30V blade, which is a full 3
inches long and of a slender spear-point
design that affords very little sweep to the
belly. Closed length: ~4 3/8 inches.

The very first place I look when I
examine a handmade folder, or any folder
for that matter, is where the blade butts

against the backspring or back spacer. If

the joint is clean and straight, it indicates
that the knife was assembled with care. It
takes careful examination to even find the
joint on this particular Frederick knife.
Now, that s precision! The blend of materi-

als, colors and textures presents an aura of :

elegance without ostentation. To say this is
a super attractive knife is the understate-
ment of the year.

When asked what’s next on his agenda,
Aaron replied, “I'm always trying to find
something new and design something
that’s easy to use.” He added that Colum-
bia River Knife & Tool was developing
four of his designs as BLADE® was going
to press. He said the designs may be ready
by the BLADE Show June 13-15 at the
Cobb Galleria Centre in Atlanta. He’s also
developing a frame-lock design with a
Carson flipper, several of which he took to
the Chesapeake Knife Show this past
December. He said he sold them all.

What tips does he have for a prospec-
tive knifemaker? “I'd advise anyone inter-
ested in really learning how to make knives
to go to a maker’s shop,” he responded. “I
think a knifemaking school would help but
there’s no way to learn everything that you
need to know in a school. You can’t
remember everything that’s presented. I
had to ask over and over on some things. In
a school, who do you ask after you get
home, try what you’re supposed to have
learned and have problems?”

Aaron has a well-equipped shop,
including a Burr King variable speed
grinder, Baldor buffer, band saw, Crafts-
man drill press, hydraulic surface grinder,
micro lathe, disc sander and knee mill. “I
still use equipment in John’s shop,” he
admitted, “such as the forge. He lives only
about seven minutes away, so, except for
the necessary tools we both use all the
time, there’s no reason for me to have
everything he has.”

Frederick is a probationary member of

The Knifemakers’ Guild. His acceptance
into the Guild, from this writer’s perspec-
tive, is a foregone conclusion. He just
needs to serve out the required time and
voting membership is all his.
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1-800-956-5696 BeSt Kn Ives Shipments

1-800-956-5696
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Easy, Secure,
On-Line
Ordering

Visit Our Website for the Best Selection of the lastest Names in the Business!
Over One Thousand Knives & Accessories In Stock!
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Knife By W. Osborne
Priced At $2500.00*

PARAGON

New York’s Largest Selection Of
Handmade Knives Since 1961

871 Broadway At 18th St.,, N.Y.C,, 10003 (212) 255-8036
Visa/Diners/ AE/MC/Discover Mon.-Sat. 10-8, Sun. 11:30-7
Wwww.paragonsports.com
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hot handmade

Like Fathe

ony Bose, among the world’s elite

makers of multi-blade folders,

has teamed with his son, Reese,

to fashion a super limited-edition
of Remington Bullet trapper repros, each
sporting Tony’s mark on one of the blades
and Reese’s mark on the other.

According to knife purveyor and multi-
blade specialist Roy Fazalare, who commis-
sioned the project, it’s the first time the
Boses have collaborated on a knife.

Dubbed the “Like Father, Like Son”
series, the folders are available in a run of
10 only, serial numbered 0—the proto-

The first-ever
collahoration
between Tony

and Reese Bose
hears hoth their marks

type—through No. 9. The R1123 pattern
features traditional muskrat and spey blades,
both of hand-rubbed ATS-34 stainless steel.
The famed slip-joint pattern—perhaps
Remington’s most recognizable—features
half stops for each blade. The handle is
brown jigged bone, jigged by the makers.
Closed length: 4 5/8 inches.

For more information €ontact Roy
Fazalare, Dept. BL5, POB 663, Somis, CA
93066 (818) 879-6161 OurFaz@aol.com.

i

" BLADE

Blade Steel Hand-rubbed ATS-34
- Blade Patterns Muskrat and spey
Handle Brown jigged bone, jigged by
the Boses
Closed Length 4 5/8”
Miscellaneous First-ever collabora-
tion between the Boses, with Tony’s
mark on one blade and Reese’s on the
other; super-limited edition of 10

'Remington Bullet trap-
per by Tony and Reese
Bose is the first-ever
ollaboration between

ather-and-son team.
he piece bears the
pses’ special touch,
ight down to their
ing of the brown
e handle. (Point-
Seven photo)

By BLADE® staff
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Historically Accurate
Battle-Ready
Swords, Daggers,
Axes &’Helmets
i

Museum Replicas Limited™ offers authentic
reproductions hand-forged with meticulous
attention to detail. Sword blades flex over 5"
and return to true.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.

[l YES, RUSH ME YOUR FREE CATALOG

Nneme 0000000000000
. Address
| City State

Museum Replicas Limited”

| Box 840 WN e Conyers, GA 30012
Call TOLL-FREE 1-800-883-8838 * www.museumreplicas.com

A wholly owned subsidiary of Atlanta Cutlery Corp. Since 1971




‘Practical'ly Perfect

Available at dealers
nationwide. Send $4.00 for
our catalog or browse the
selection on our website.

C.A.S. 650 Industrial Blvd., Sale Creek, TN 37373 * 423.332.4700 www.casiberia.com
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