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~ The Truth is Out There.....

It's Big, It's Bad, if's German

-
-------
-------
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Jagdpanzer Ele
Dragon 6126 - 1/35 scale

MARCO FOLO
Y 4 A IMPORT www.marcopoloimport.com -—

G-2202 German Infantry Set for Stug. 40 Ausf. G

Gunze's 1/35 scale resin figures by
Master Sculptor Yoshitaka Hirano

are simply AWESOME!
ASK YOUR DEALER TO ORDER NOW - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED
ﬁﬂw RIGHT STUFF
DISTRIBUTORS

P.O.Box 2310 - Bassett CA 91746-0310 ]
Toll Free (87?} 968- 1333 - FAX (800) 968-1399 www. rightstuffdist.com

G-2203 Panzergrenadier Normandy 1944




WA wion1
DO 335 Detail Set

WICINne N |
WAU WAU &

1011 INDUSTRIAL COURT, MOSCOW MILLS, MO. 63362
Phone (636) 356-4888 Fax (636) 356-4877 www.modelmecca.com

WA
35345
Surrendering

German OH. WA MWO004 .
1138 M3 75mm Conversion :
CD 6009 S1256 R 1/35_$49.95 -
CD 4002 Bird House — WA 35341

Grenadier #2
1/35 $12.95

l | Refugee Set #2 A 1/35 $6.95 e
- WA 35
LR n = - | $S at Kursk
1 i B 5 1

CD 1113
Town Gate P1.2
1/35 $§17.95

ch1112
Town Gate Pt.1
1/35 $18.95

Concrete Floor
Al Scales
(8.5"x11") §5.95

CD 6008

Town Gate Detail Set L RO - WA 35338
5 M-12 SPG Crew

1/35 $18.95
WA 16032 || 1/35 $32.95
WA 35342 E « | Gladiator #1 L
SS Tankers < Ih 116 $3295
128 s2a05 o 4 1T R - NEW!

CD 5007
1/35 Axis/French
Commercial/Propaganda
Posters
(9"x5") $5.95

WA WW003 |
S GIJANE
ol 19 $79.95 |

EQ SPO1
Modeling German
Tanks in Russia

CASTINGS

Panzers & the Battle
of Normandy

M{li ARy '

AMOR

€ ‘55’

HR T03
Burma Lee Detail Set \.'LS WIL.L S"m"' =
ol oo DISTRIBUTING THE FRENCH {-ﬁnc"‘ﬁ"ml LS CM003
HR T05 MODELING MAGAZINE: Riman Bus “Pal.is ,Fglagl:'z oo ||, LS. "Dotace
N3 Las Torvst “Military Armor International” | |300mm $69.95| “Paddy aine || 200mm $99.95

200mm $139.95

1/35 $12.95 Call VLS for delails.
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PT72028 ZIS-5 & ey

PT72001 1S-1 Heavy Tank, Mod. 1943 (186 parts)

PT72033 37mm Self propelled 7mm AA on Zis-42 Half Truck

The II'IIII That SaIOII the World Fl,lll 'I'IO mls

72004 ISU-152 Heavy Self Prop Gun
Mod. 1944 (190 parts)

72005 1SU-122 H. Self Prop. Gun Mod.
1944 (181 parts)

72006 |SU-122S5 Heavy Se}f Prop. Gun
Mod. 1944 (190 parts)

72032 253-42 Haiﬂruck mn-m)

................ F————
PT72002 |S-2 Heavy Tank, Mod. 1943 (193 pans)
.............................................. £0.08..58.46
PT72003 |S-2M Heavy Tank, Mod. 1944 (193 parts)
............................................ £8:08.58.46
PT72004 ISU-152 Heavy Self Prop. Gun Mod. 1944
S T e T $5.08..59 25
PT72005 ISU-122 Heavy Self Prop. Gun Mod. 1944
I S e M e $0.98..55.46
PT72006 |1SU-122S Heavy Self Prop. Gun Mod.
1949 (100 PBS) verenssssessnsnssonsnansia $8.88..58 .46
PT72007 ISU-152-1 Heavy Self Prop. Gun Mod.
1944 (185 Darts) oivcereensensansssnsanars $0-88..55.46
PT72008 KV-85 Heavy Tank, Mod. 1943 (174 parts)
................................................ $8-08..58.46
PT72009 KV-122 Heavy Tank, Mod. 1943 (175 parts)
.............................................. £0.08.58.46
PT72010 BM-13N Studebaker “Katjusha", Mod.
1943 (109 parts) .eeevvvrrinesrasesmenncs §7.08.56.96
PT72011 ZI1S-5-BZ Fuel Truck (48 pans) ..87-98..56.96
PT72012 KV-1 Heavy Tank (150 parts) ....58-88..56.96

PT72013
PT72014
PT72015

KV-1A Heavy Tank (153 parts)....59-88..
KV-1B Heavy Tank (174 parts)....59-08..
KV-8 Heavy Flame Thrower Tank

{173 parts)
KV-1E Heavy Tank (16 parts).....
KV-2 Heavy Tank (158 parts)
M-13 Katjusha (100 parts) .. 56.96
ZIS-6 Truck, Covered (es parts). sma $6.96
BZ-355 Fuel Truck (81 parts) ....87%88..56.96
BZ-35 Fuel Truck (74 parts) ....e... &408..96.96
PARM-1 Field Repair Truck (48 pars)

$6.96
$6.96

.. 56.96
. 56,96
..56.96

PT72016
PT72017
PT72018
PT72019
PT72020
PT72021
PT72023

PT72024

PT72029

ZIS Truck Uncovered (s1 pars) §7.08..56.96
K NEW
PT72032 ZIS-42 Halftruck (147 parts)
PT72028 ZIS-5 &Towed 37mm AA Gun I&OB 38 46
PT72033 37mm Self propelled AA Gun on ZIS-42
Halftruek: oo i £0-88..50.46

e

>

Squadron Mail Order
Dept. 23
1115 {,ruwlt*} Drive
Carrollton, Texas 75011-5010
Phone Orders (972) 242-8663
Fax Order (972) 242-3775
8:30 AM to 5:30 PM C.5.T. Mon Thru Sat

E-Mail: IIMI]LIILiLI@\L]LI..llJItJH com
Visit us at http://www.squadron.com

s
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T2{I10 BM-13N Studebaker “Katjusha”
Mod, 1943 (108 pans)

72019 ZIS-6 Truck, Covered (s parsj
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ON THE COVER: f f‘ ik
“Hey man, watch where you point that U'
thing!” The cool little diorama “Captain
Miller's Last Stand” graces the cover of o
this issue. Interestingly, the diorama is ny \
almost completely based on imagery from -l
the film. The whole story of how it was con-
ceived and executed begins on page 486. *




State of the Onion
Since we are nearing the end of the year, | thought that [ might do a lit-
tle musing on the state of our hobby in general. Things are looking pretty
good, in my humble opinion. The big news (in more ways than one) is the
announcement and release of the FAMO and trailer combo, This is report-
ed briefly in the Short Takes section. The announcement of this kit caused
a minor international uproar. The fact that the kit included another
FAMO set a lot of folks to bitchin,' My friends overseas tell me that, even
in Japan, there was initially quite a bit of grumbling about both the price
and content of the kit. This wave hit the states shortly there after. At least
one hobby shup owner | spoke with proclaimed, “none of my customers
will buy one" Yeah, right. To me, it seems much ado about nothing, Yes, it
52 hafk of dough. But, you can always use another FAMO, right? It of ficially took three of them to
move a Tiger (although it could be done in a pinch with 1wn} So,if you plan a diorama, you will need
the extra kit. Secondly, this might be a great opportunity to go in on a kit with huddy Divide the cost
uf the total kit and let the other guy take home the FAMO (Il bet yours is still in the closet anyway,
right?). The real interesting thing about this kit is that Tamiya rather suddenly lowered the price, not
long after it was announced. Perhaps they listen to us after all, huh? The price went from the origi-
nally announced 5183.00, down to 15000 just after the Tokyo and Chicago hobby shows. This kit also
has the distinction of being the elosest so far to its Japanese retail in U8, dollars. IUs within $30.00 or
50 and when one factors in shipping, duty, ete, [ would say that's pretty impressive. Some of this may
have to do with their new (ish) plant in the Philippines. This was the case three years ago with the
1/32nd scale kit of the F-4 Phantom. Its price was reduced just after the Chicago show that year. And
in the end, isn't it really silly to gripe about any of this? Five years ago, most of us would have given
a bady part to have access to a kit like the FAMO, Resin was the only alternative and that came at

turioa tho nrion
twice the price.

Dragon has finally owned up to all those rumors about an Elephant, finally and officially
announcing it around the time of the Tokyo Hobby Show in September. They have had two “secret”
kits listed in their WWI1lseries (denoted with a stock number that begins with 61) for some time. The
Elephant will be a 100% newly tooled kit. The second secret release is unofficially a Ferdinand,
When I pressed for information of the second release, [ was told to “close your eyes and think of
m%dmﬂarto the Elephant,” so I'm guessing it's a Ferdinand. Pretty simple math, even for a

us like me.

The kit should be nice. Consider the last few German kits from Dragon. Over the last five years,
or s0, they have created and maintained a very consistent level of quality in the line.

~ The truly odd thing about the news of the Elephant is that very strong rumors are emanating
from Japan regarding an Elephant from Tamiya

Ncm,t.h]nhnddfmanmhnotnmlhsmﬁhmﬂmth&m&mﬁmﬂwmﬂﬂm
Tﬂmmmmmmmmw-(mmmw] wtdedmﬁﬁngmmmb—
Ject matter. Consider mlmd»ktml‘l- all the
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Bigger is better

What do you guys think the chances are that
we'll see more large 1/35th scale kits? Based on the
success of the Dragon Wagon and FAMO, it looks
like the hobby market is primed to swallow bigger,
high-end kits.

Hey, it'’s okay with us We spend a lot of our
time chatting with manufucturers, so even
though we're not pumping plastic, we've gol a
pretty good idea haw it all works. {t all boils
down to the amount of time needed to produce
the master pattern, the cost of the molds and
the progected sales. There are plenty of other
Juclors, but those three are the most critical
We'd love to see Dragon produce a 1/35 locomo-
tive Lo go along with those railears. Tamiya, as
wyou know, is releasing the FAMO with trailer,
wihich is going to be among Lhe largest
(myssc?jzkd MWWMHW

mwmmmmmammwmm

and check it oul. You'll be glad you did.
=

it's a wash

Almost every builder in Military Miniatures
in Reviewtalks about putting a wash on the model,
but it never seems to be really explained. | know it's
thinned paint, but is there a better explanation?

—Dave Fein

The wash. Probably the most misunderstood
Sinishing technique and one that has ruined as
many models as it has helped. The wash lones
down paint, darkens recessed areas and ties the
whole model Logether. Some folks spray their
models with flal lacquer after the initial
paint job, so that the wash won'l craze the
paint. We generally use acrylic eolors to paint
wilh, follmeed by o wash of enamels or acrylics
that won't affect the primary colors. The key
ingredient is creating a wash that won 't inter-
act with your primary colors and destroy your
maodel by peeling, bubbling and erazing the
paint. A choice of thinner can be the resull of
some experimentation.

A wash is created bytakmg dark pamt—
normaiiy black or biGekisi-trown—imnd {iii-
wing it down to a milky consistency. This is
then applied to the model using a large brush.
Some gquys use heavier washes and blol with a
cloth lo remove the mixture from highlighted
areas. This can be extremely tricky if your
model is dense with raised detail and add-ons.
Sone gueys wse a thin wash followed by a ‘spol
wash,” painting in darker shading with a fine
brush wheve it’s needed, while the bese wash is
still slightly moist. There are dozens of meth-
ods and it'’s one of those things that is worth
experimenting with on a model you're willing
to thre away. Be prepared to make mistakes,
nevertholess. But if you slap together some old
.h'tnﬂpmmaq you'll avoid a lot af

Ah, the missing link, We're getting more and
maore civilian figures, civilian buildings and
civilian accessories, so what’s up with civilian
cars? Well, it’s mostly a matier of licensing.
Sure there are some WWII cars whose nanufac-
turers are long gone, but civilian vehicles are
mostly patented, licensed, trademarked and
Jealously protected. We're particularly fond of
the idea of French and German cars; particu-
larly some hardtop sedans and little micro
cars, So, we're extending our hand across lime
and space, lo all the manwfacturers oul there
and promising that {f you'tl dig in and crank
oul some WWII European cars, we'll ali buy
them (we promise) And although we would
never encourage anyone to produce an unli-
censed product, there are enough long-dead
body styles that some 1930s-1940s cars could be
produced. You could call them, “[940s Car
Numdber 1" ete.

In the meantime, there are two French civil-
ian cars in the DES Kits line from France,
These are the Citrogen and the Simea (Red
lancers i your source here) We have also seen
civilian cars in milttary clothing from the
new Belgian company, Roy. If you're really
lucky, you might stumble across some 1/32nd
Lindberqg kits from the dark ages. They did a
whole series of 1930s and [940s cars and (rucks
that can be Europeanized with a bit of work
and they're the only such kits we're aware of.

24
We missed it, dammit

You missed the very best reference on the
MI817 tank. “America’s First Battle Tank” A video
produced by Hayes Otoupalik.

It literally shows every square inch of the fank
inside and out. Everything from the engine com-
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J.J. Fedorowicz Publishing

THE COMBAT HISTORY OF SCHWERE PANZER-ABTEILUNG 503, In Action
in the East and West with the Tiger 1 and I Hard cover, 12" x 8", 450+ pages, 100 Recently published:

photo pages, numerous diagrams and charts. $80.00 (US)/$120.00 (CDN).This detailed THE HISTORY OF PANZERKORPS “GROBDEUTSCHLAND®, Volume 3 by
unit history features many firsi- Helmut Spaeter, Hard cover, " x 9", 512 pages, 30+ maps, $5200 (US)/$75.00

hand accounts of the 503 = the sen- (CDN). The third and final volume of the text history of this elite formation. This
ior Tiger ha_‘-tfllhm of the German volume covers the formation of Panzer-Korps “Grofdeutschland”, the complete
‘\"_“3"- The 505 fought on both the history of the Brandenburgers commando unit, additional GD formations and
Eastern and Western Fronts with the Panzer-Grenadier-Division “Kurmark”. Many first-hand accounts of the lighting
Tiger | and the Konigstiger (Henschel during the final months of the Third Reich.

and Porsche turrets) This is not “just

another Tiger book” — it was written PANZER SOLDIERS FOR “GOD, HONOR AND FATHERLAND": The

by veterans of the unit, History of Panzerregiment “GroBdentschland™ by Hans Joachim Jung
£50.00 (US)/$72.00 (CDN). Hard cover, 6" x 0, 439 pages, more than 250 perind

THE COMBAT HISTORY OF STURMGESCHUTZ-BRIGADE 276, Assault Gun A e bty e ey i

4 i LA ! photegraphs — most never before published. This is a first-hand history of the
P_‘jﬂhf-liﬂﬁ on the Eastern Front 1943-1945. Edited by Heina Fleischer. Hard cover, regiment written by one of its former officers. Excellent accounts of the Panzer
6" x ", over 300 pages, 145 period photographs (most previously unpublished), maps regiment in action, a great complement to the Svolume G series,

and diagrams. $40.00 (US)/$60.00 (CDN), .
Sturmgeschitz-Abteilung 276 was formed in the
summer of 1943 and fought exclusively in the
East until it was virtually wiped out in 1845 in
northern Prussia This unit history is written
entirely in the form of first-hand accounts by
former members of the battalion,

NORMANDY 1944, German Military
Organization, Combat Power and
Organizational Ef fectiveness by Nicklas
Zetterling. Hard cover, 6 x @7, 450 pages, numer-
ous tahles and organizational diagrams. $36.00
(US)/554.00 (CDN ). Finally, a single-source refer-
enee book which accurately represents those German field forees employed in
Normandy in 1844 and their losses. Additionally, there is & capsule history of every
major German combat formation employed in Normandy. This thorough analysis also
debunks a number of myths about the campaign such as the effectiveness of Allied
air power, preferential treatment of the 8S units, ete. 1.1, Westarw e Pablishiag |54

TIGERS IN COMBAT I by Wolfgang Schneider, Our most requested title, This
reprint includes text eorrections and additions and rescanned artwork for
greater color accuracy. Two of the eolor profiles have been completely redone
and many have been increased in size. This volume covers the history of all the
separate schwere Panzer-Abteilungen of the German Army operating the Tiger [
and I as well as Panzerkompanien 301 and 316 (Funklenk) units. $95.00
(118)/$140,00 (CON ).

J.J. Fedorowicz Publishing

104 Browning Blvd.

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3K OL7
Tel 204-837-6080 « Fax 204-889- 1960,
Dealer inquinies welcome.

email: jjfpub@escape.ca

Visit our website at www.jjfpub.mb.ca

-

R& represents this inieresting line of WWIT lialian & German Vehicles RJ35008 T - 3

Uhu IR
Searchlight

conversion |

New releases from Cri.El Model =T 1t finally here!

for Tamiya's |
SdKfz 251/D EESSE
$44.00 | g™

RJ35239 - Fri. tire/wheel Set for SWS. - versions, - $12.00, |

Eﬂ” _ RJ35252 - SdKfz. 251 Froat End with choice |
R068 Breda 32 Careo Truck $79.00 . JSEIEI-Mayh.'whcngrm for SdKfz 10, 11, of engine covers. - $10.00.
Italian WWII Cargo Truck el b RISY - Sk121 combo st e

u ot ENgine, froni-g engine companment
R069 FIAT-OGI 708 Light Tractor $40.00 | Ry35251 - Maybach engine for SdKiz. 7,251 deil. - $28.00 S5
Tralian WWII Artillery Tractor and SWS. 8 pieces for standard and armored  RY35237 3 7em FLAK 43 ammo set - $9.00 |

PO. Box 39 within North America ($10.00 Overseas).
Quilcene, WA 98376-0039 Rk
Tel/Fax: (360) 796-3828
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Accurate Armour

True to form, Accurate had
two new releases on hand this
year at Euro Militaire, These
were the British 4.5-inch and
7.5 inch guns (Figs 1 & 2). Fach
kit is a resin masterpiece and
each also comes with a variety
of accessories and other goodies.
The 4.5 will also be offered in
the 5.5inch version, which is just
adifferent barrel. The Bedford
truck towed the 4.5 and 5.5-inch
gun and two versions of this are
also in the works also from
Accurate (KT109 and KT110).
The larger 75inch gun was
towed by a special version for

—t?
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Qberleutenant Grenader ; AM 233 German Engineer 43-'44 Vignette . §31.95
Q Briish WP 15th Scomish Division . $11, finciudes base and wall section)

Schize-nt RgL 47 ..., ..... $11, RM 234 StwGMCrew ... .. ........... $11.95
British WWIl Tank Crew .. ... $24. RM 235 Famo Cargo Stowage - Sdkdz9 . . ... $20.95
Waflen SS-Tiger | Crew .. N RM 236 Famo Update Set - Sdkiz.9 ... ... $39.95

Available directly from CMD - Please e-mail, fax or mail orders only ALL CMD PRODUCTS WILL BE

e-mail billmiley @yahoo.com or fux 410-357-5496 AVAILABLE ONLY BY DIRECT
CMD, Box 393, Monkton, MD Zl_l!l' $3 shipping per order ﬁesa ea@ ORDER FROM CMD. NO DEALER

Model Designs ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED

*The Armor S  Empire Models  *Mich m old bles  RRJE
(B14) 2791385 (802) 888-4948 :ﬁ}tm w%“ % :m"'?m'!';'m??’

*Baseline Models  Great Models Webstore ME&M Models _ _ ] 'S&J Hobbles

(516) 8777-2426 (801) 474-1102 (708) 423-7202 877) m?d'ﬂ' t‘mll 979-0882
Coplar Hobbies Johns Discount Hobbles  Model Emporium The Red Lancers e :
(303) 341-0414 (619) 513-8358 (619) 447-6662 (570) 742-8118 “.new dealer

8 © Military Miniatures in Review



Posters, $545 (printed, 5"x4"); 5007, Axis/French
Commercial/Propaganda Posters, $505 (ditto),
5008, Concrete Floor Section, $585 (printed,
85"x11"); and 501, Fremch Propaganda/
Commercial Posters, $5.95 (printed, 5"x9"). The new
and improved ceramic building series includes 1112,
Town Gate, Part 1, $1895 1113, Town Gate, Part 2,
$17.95; 1114, Normandy Farm, Part 2, $50.95, and 1115,
Ruined Farm House, $17.95. In the resin arena, there’s
4002, Refugee Set #2, $39.95 (5 civilian figures carry-
ing personal belongings); 6008 Town Gate Detail Set,
$18.95; 6009, Birdhouse (large birdhouse on a pole),
$6.96, 6010, Crates, Cans, & Bottles, 81205, 6011, Field
HQs Furniture/Equipment #1 (formerly from
KMC), $14.95; and 6012, Ruined Farm House Detail
Set, 518.95. We hear from a very reliable source that
winter releases will include a Dutch style draw-
bridge; kiosks (finally'}; cobblestone street sec-
tions with sidewalks; a complete military of fice;
a complete machine shop; and assorted civilians,
including priest, nun, butcher, and baker; dare we ask,
a candlestick maker?

DES Kits
DES is now producing another version of its great
little Simea civilian car (fig. 14). This time it’s the
sedan version and the model builds into a rear beauty.
This kit could be marked with commercial logos, ete.
and would make a smashing addition to any diorame.
Also new from DES is a three part traveling set for

their French 75mm guns. This is
composed of a complete six-horse
team, limber and a caisson (fig.
13) for the weapon. All three dif fer-
ent kits combine to make the set.

All stock numbers and prices
are TBA, but Red Lancers is your
best bet in the [.8. You may also con-
tact them directly at Des Kits, 27,
rue des Hauts de Bonne Eaun, 94500
Champigny-sur-Marne, France. Fax
33 (1) 48 81 58 7.

Yup, it's true. It's been a long,
long time sinee the Italeri Elefant came to us, And it's
still a darn fine kit. But times change and we all want
newer and better. So here it is. Dragon’s next armor
release is 6126, Jagdpanzer Elefant (fig. 12), for
§30.08, We're hoping to smell the plastic before
Christmas. On shelves now is 6143, 3rd Fallschirmjdger
Division (Ardennes '44) Part 2, §798. The [irst sei [ea-
tured four paras cooling their heels on the back of a
tank, This time around, they're all standing. Dig those
tank riders.

For all the latest dope, see

wiie,marcopoloim porf.com,

We've been reviewing Dynasty figures lately in
Mini-Men, and hope to see these brand new ones soon.
Just announced are 35008, “Fire!™ (3 US artillery-
men in firing position), $2295; 35008, “Let's Go" (2
German motoreyclists), $14.98; 35010, General
Patton & Willie, $7.98; 35011, Soldier & Girlfriend
(2 figures in bed), $17.98; 35012, “Welcome/Farmer
& Granddaughter”, Normandy 1944, $14.98; 35013,
“Reading FM, Kid?" (US Sergeant & Private),

Q;' 1

$17.08; 35014, Bathing Girl in Tub, $7.98 and 35015,
“Dear Mom” (2 Germans at rest), 1495,

Dynasty stuff is available at hobby shops all over
the place.

Eduard

Looks like Eduard’s finally catching their breath.
The extensive lists that were previously announced are
all winging their way to a shop near you Eduard's next
list will be released in conjunction with the National
Model & Hobby Show in Chicago, in late October. In the
meantime, one new photo-etched set is already coming
35340, Leopard 2A5 Detail Set (Tamiya), retail $22.09
(Fig. 15). They're also adding to their growing line of
Eduard Express Masks. Look for XT24, T-34/85
Wheels Mask, $3.09; XT25 T-34/85 Tactical
Markings, $4.9% XT26, T-72 Wheels Mask, price TBA;
and XT27, 1S-2 Model 1943 Markings, price TBA.

We are also bringing you a peek at one of last issue's
announced items, the sheets for the T-28 (Figs. 16 &17).

Elefant
A few months ago Elefant rocked our world with
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their  string of
license plate releas-
es for WWII German
vehicles Now they're
back with more

decal fun. 35101 is
Stuart & Sherman
Decals, $1385; 35102

molded track link. This
time around it's the

German Bundeswehr
pattern tracks for the

is for the Horch — : A A
Kfz 15, $795 35103 v M113 series of vehi-
decks out the T-84, [ cles (fig. I.ﬂ)' The pat-
$13.05 35104 s for 1‘ i tern was unique to those

the KV-I, 81396 and
45106 is for the
PzKpfw IIL IV, & VI(Tiger) ai $7.95 More details will
be available soon, but based on the quality we've come to
know and love from Elefant, these should be sharp.

VLS is the point of contact for all Elefant goodies, so
see Lheir ads and newsletter for the current skinny.

Elite
Elite, of Germany has announced another injection
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vehicles used by the

modern German army
and the tracks are suitable for any M113 vehicle field-
ed by them.

No retail was immediately available, but they
should be fairly reasonable in price, as their earlier
Leopard 1 tracks were a good value,

For more information contact them directly at
Elite Militairmodellbau, Eichgasse 13, D-52383,
Hartenwald/Straf. Fax: 49 (0) 24 289 20 86,

(iotta, gotia love those metal tracks.
Here's what the Friulmeisters are up to
next. ATL-54 is Lorraine Schlepper Tracks with
sprockets, projected retail $30.00; ATLA0 is Churchill
(Late) Tracks (fig. 19a), also around $30.00, Keep your
eyeballs peeled for tracks for the Sd.Kfz 251 (the late
war, all metal version) plus a set for the Merkava |
& IL And check this out: 2501, 1/25 Centurion Tracks
o properly dress up that old Tamiya kit.

Also dig their crazy new boxes, hep cats, Yes, that’s
right, they've ditehed those Baggies for spiffo new
boxes that each contain a B&W picture of the subject
vehicle (fig. 19b). Awesome Daddy-o.

For all the current goings-on of the Friul universe,
contact the dudes at Chesapeake Model Designs, who is
their LS. distributor.

Hansa Systems
Most of MMIR readers are familiar with Hansa




Svstems 1/35th scale archi-
tectural models. They were
one of the first advertisers to the
magazine! Well they continue to expand their line and
had some new items at the most recent Chicago show.
These were interior and exterior doors and window
jams. What was really impressive is on the door Kits,
the doorknobs are even molded separate. It was really
interesting to see at their display all the different type
of structures that ean be built using their system.
Their line has expanded quite a bit since we first
began reporting on it, so there is much more to it than
we can mention here. The Hansa catalog is a hoot and
is replete with photos and line drawings describing the
entire line. Une ean be yours for a scant $800 and this
is refunded with your first order. For ordering infor-
mation, see their ad in this issue.

Normally devoted to the Pacific Theater, Harper
Castings is releasing two sets of WWII Gls, HRA2 is
Mail Call, Part 1, which leatures a GI with mailbag

handing mail to a
second GL Retail is
$2395. HRA3 is
Mail Call; Part 2,
with three more
soldiers sitting on
crates reading the
mail. This set
includes a selection
of printed photos, letters, newspapers, and more, and
retails for $34.05.

iIcMm

A new pair of 1CM kits has just reached US. shores.
Check out 35282, Russian Federal Forces Rocket
Artillery 1999-2000, which includes the Grad BM-21
and crew; plus 35312, Arnhem Operation 1944
(German Reconnaissance Troops) which includes
the Lyt and 5 ligures. Each retails for $20.98,

ICM kits are found all over.

We had a peek at some of the upcoming release
fram this fledging Seottish figure company, Prices and
stock numbers are still TBA, but we thought we'd whet
your appetite with a few photos (figs. 20, 21, 22),

For more information on all things Jager, see their
ads somewhere ‘round these parts.

We're getiing impressed in a hurry with this new
line from Korea. There's a whaole heapin' helpin’ of new

.,

- J'L'.é;." ('_:t;f ‘{A )

figgies in Mini-Men this time around, and they're also
producing some very high quality gear for the geek-
hood. Seems they've taken a real liking to the AFY Club
MID, and now you can too, Check out LF1007, MI10
Interior Set (fig. 23), which is pretty much gonna
stomp your butt, spin your head around, and leave you
begging for more. This is not just a plug-in set of parts,
but the whole deal. Included are the transmission, fire-
wall, and flooring, forward compartment sidewalls,
plenty of extra little goodies and an entire nose for the
MI0. Retail is 82998 LF1008 is M10 Early Version
Turret (Fig. 24), which ineludes a new mantlet and
the entire front half of the turret. Retail $5.98. LF1008
is M10 Late Version Turret (fig. 25), an entire, hol-
low cast, one-piece turret. Yep, The mantlet and plenty
of interior details are also included, all for 2095,

Check your local shop for current stock of all
Lhese spiffo items.
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The latest in this fine line of 1/16th
scale figures is a WWII Gurkha (fig.
26). He is posed casually while welding a
wicked looking knife and the pose is
pulled of f exceptionally well. The exact stock number
was not available at press time, but the ligure should
retail for the same as the others in the line, at, $39.95.
VLS has the exclusive here.

MK 35 Editions

In addition to the all the new civilians debutingin
Mini-Men this issue, MK has also released FO8S,
Civilian with a Shovel; FO%0), Woman Seated
with Baby in Her Arms; F09], Wehrmacht Tank
Commander Smoking; F093, Civilian Picking Up
Bucket; and 097, Afrika Korps Soldier Lifting
Jerrycan. A trio of new accessories ineludes AD43,
Bicycle (8 parts); AD44, WWIT Weapon Boxes for
German Army, leaturing 3 closed crates and two
with separate lids, and A045, Doors & Windows for
the Norman House (B012).

And speaking of.. MK's line of building has
increased by one and this is BO12, Norman House -
Caretan (lead photo). This is a whole undamged
building depicting a well-known building in the
Norman town of Caretan, The kit includes everything
youneed to finish up the building except for paint; win
dows, dors, roof, placards and road signs.

They've also published a brand new book in the
Militar’s Kits series. This third volume is entitled
Sturmgeschiitz I1L, and covers the A, B, F, and G vari-
ants with kits, photos and line drawings. Each book also
comes with a complete English translation booklet

The book is available through Squadron-Signal in the
US. and many of their other items can be found through
The Red Lancers (these guys have a lot of stuf 7).

MRC/Academy

We are not sure of the release date, but MRC did
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unveil a copy of their 1/35th scale UH-60
Blackhawk helicopter kit (fig. 35) at this fall's
Chicago Hobby Show. It's looking pretty good and they
are still promising several versions of the kit in the
months to come, This looks like it is going to be a nice
kit with even the troop seats having a nice molded
nylon webbing texture to them. Numerically speaking,
the kits are MRCBALLD, UH-1C US Navy Seawolf,
then MRCBALLL HH-60G Pave hawk and MRCBA11Z,
UH-60L Blackhawk.

We'll keep you posted on current release dates, as
they become available,

New Connection
This German company continues to be as prolific
as ever. This fall several new produets were announced

and they are (drum roll, please), 35190, SdKfz 234,/4
(fig. 27), resin conversion parts for the Italeri kit:
234/4 late akTh (fig. 29). This kit includes resin parts
to create a proposed late-war version of the 8-rad from
the [taleri kit. The last item is the Pak 40 Vreuzlafette
(fig. 28), a very unique looking sled-type vehicle used
Lo move around the Pak 40, presumably in snowy ter-
rain. The stock number here is still TBA

New conneetion now services international cus
tomers directly and information on this can be found
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figures, and here's a pair of
accessories fresh from the
oven. 85228 is UK Cable
Drums (6 Large & 3 Small) fea-
turing resin cylinders for the
spools and a cool-o photo-
etched sheet for the ends, Asan
added bonus, there’s a machete
and aset of wire cutters on the
photoretch sheet. Nothing sells
a product like extra goodies,
And 35601 is a full-color decal
sheet for British Airborne

Units WWIL This 4.5™x6" sheet is packed with
hundreds of markings for jeeps and ammo boxes,
including the divisional marking placard for the
front humper (including Polish brigade). A full-
color sheet accompanies the decals, explaining
everything in great depth—along with an outline
showing the correct markings for each British
airborne unit.

You'll need all these markings to dress up the
three new airborne Jeep conversions now
of fered by Resicast. These are 35194, Airborne
Jeep Royal Artillery; 35153, Airborne jeep
RECCE and 35156, Airborne Jeep Signals
(fig. 37). Each kit contains a variety of resin and
photo-etched parts to convert the new Tamiya
kit. The parts are all perfectly cast in resin and
are of the quality level we've come to expect
from Resicast. The signal Jeep even includes a
complete radio set, These would all be useful to
create an Arnhem or a Normandy scene,

Another new kit is the Ram Badger (fig. 38).
This is the flame thrower version of the Ram as
used by the Canadians. This full resin and photo-
etched kit carries the stock number of 35.155.

There is also a new addition to the figure line
to go with that Badger. This is 35551, Tank Crew
“Demins.” A S-figure set depicting & lesson in
track repair.

In the accessory line, Resicast has added
35801, Fine Chains (fig. 39). These are a variety
of delicately etched chains for general use. Also
up is 36802, Assorted Buckles (fig. 40), anoth-
in their ad on page 21 er small etched sheet composed of various size buckles,

Resicast products are typically priced out in
Precision Models Belgian francs, but they are available in the states

Hot u.ﬂ the F.urnmllll_ulﬁ- through R&]J Enterprises and The Red Lancers. And,

presses is the latest from

Precision, 35.0468,
Marketplace
Waterpump (fig. 34), a nicely executed plaster
and resin piece; 85.047F, Panzerjiger
Troops/Holland 1944 (2) (Fig. 33), two interest
ing looking resin dudes; 350437, Panzerknacker
Boxes (fig. 30); 35.044Z, Panzerfaunst Boxes (fig.
81); and 35,0457 German Munition Boxes (fig.
22). 1t's about time somebody thought of these!
These are all real brand new, so US. retail is still
TBA. It's VLS again as the source in the U-5 of A,

Resicast
We've come to know and love Resicast for their

Inventory Clearance Sale

From now until the end of Year 2000
(or stocks run out), our following efched
brass & steel detailing sets are on sale:

(Key: $List Price-Sale Price %Discount)

3506: Leopard 2 MBT $17.00-12.75 25%
3510: T-55 MBT $950-7.10 25%
Esci, Lindberg, & Trumpeter T-55/T-69 kifs
3511: German WWII Gun Inserts

37mm thru 150mm $550-4.10 25%
3515: M24 Chaflee $6.00-3.00 50%
3517: British French ltalian,Japanese Gun Inserts
can also do 148 & 1:72 quns 550-2.75 50%
3519: BTR-60 APC $12.00-6.00 50%
3522: H-36 Trench Skid $1150-8.60 25%
3523: BRDM-2 APC $7.25-3.60 50%
3524:FT-17, WWI  $20.00-10.00 50%
3526E Tiger | Afrika $7.00-5.25 25%
3526F: Sturmtiger $700-5.25 25%
3540: US Jerrican Racks

& racks, std pattern

$6.00-4.50 25%

3542: Stg-lll Schurzen, Late Pattern
 new Tomiva  $22.00-16.50 25%
3543: Pz-IV-G Schurzen, Early Pattern
Dragen Italer, Tamive $28.00-14.00 50%
3546: Early Brummbar Schurzen
Tamiya, R&J Ent conv $27.00-13.50 50%
3547: Std Brummbar Schurzen
Dragon. Tamiya $27.00-13.50 50%
3548: Stg-IV Schurzen

 Ttaleri Tamiya $25.00-18.75 25%
3551: IDF Jerrican Racks
l-ea, 3-patterns $6.00-4.50 25%
3554; Panzer Rhomboids
1939-40, 4-panzers $8.00-56.00 25%
3555: Modern US Handles

M26 theu M Abrams $6.50-4.85

MSC-101 Std Treadplate, Xtra-Small
Great for 1:72-1:35  $9.00-4.50 50%
MSC-201 Sq Treadplate, Xtra-Small
1:35 German 5P Fharplates  $9.00-4.50 50%
MSC-202 Sq Treadplate, Small
1:35 German 5P Foorplares  $9.00-4,50 50%
MSC-204 Sq Treadplate, Large
4$9.00-4.50 50%
MSC-301 30/60 Treadplate, Xtra-Sm
1.35 Germon Px-I41T Fenders $9.00-4.50 50%
MSC-302 30/60 Treadplate, Small
1:35 German Pe-TV Ferders  $9.00-4.50 50%
MSC-304 30I/60 Treadplate, Large
$5.00-4.50 50%

At the beginning of Year 200!, some of
these sale sets will be discontinued, and
the remainder will go back to their
regular retail prices, so don't waif foo
long! Our standard shipping rates will
apply to sale orders: $1.50 up to $20
order; $2.50 uyp to $35 erder: $3.50 up
to $50 order: $4.50 for over $50
orders: non-US customers add 20% of
order's value, for Air-Mail delivery.
Phane/Fax orders okay with MC/VISA.
For just a copy of our current Catalog,
send $2 (non-US customers, $3)

&N THE MARK MODELS
POBG663 Louisville CO 80027
Tel: 303-665-9424 (8- 5pm M.£, Mtn Time Zane)
Fax: 303-604-0730
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due to a fiendish conspiracy that reaches into the high-
est levels of government, they both advertise in this
VETY Magazine.

Roy Models

Roy hasn't been around for very long, but they've
been cranking out some very intriguing looking soft
skins. They tend fo
have a common-
wealth theme, but
they have recently
released two German
staff ears (the Horch
and the Opel).

But—the very
latest, and we mean
the latest, is that they
will be releasing the
Diamond-T 6-ton
wrecker, 968A
(fig. 41). A prepro-
duction sample was
on display at the 2000
Euromilitaire show
and it leoked pretty
goodd The actual release date has not yet been decided.
Nor has the stock number or the exact retail

This is yet another of VLS' exclusives (these guys
really get around, huh?), so they are the ones to check
with on the latest (there’s that word again) details,

Roy also has a web site, which could also yield use-
ful info. See it at www.pingbe/ p4ud0782/Indexhtm,

Scale Model Accessories

SMA just flipped us a pair of their latest figures
(see Mini-Men ), but they're also coming out with new
decal sheets. 068 is U.S. Dodge Decals, and (59 is a
Russian Tank Deeal Set. Squadron imports SMA and
retails are TBA.

Start Over

It's always delightful when someone joins the
hobby industry with a fresh idea, There's been so much
of that over the last decade, in fact, that you can almaost
helieve there's nothing new left to do. Wrong-o. Start
Over is a small group of guys who thought it would be
cool to have miniature metal shields for armor, figure,
and diorama bases. They're cast in white metal, and
stand about 2" high x 2-1/4" wide. They 're in production
right now, and samples are already scheduled to
review again in the next issue. Here's the list. 500, S8
Shield with Sieg Runes; 5501, 1st 8S Panzer
Division Shield; 5502 2nd SS Panzer Division
Shield; 8503, 3rd SS Panzer Division Shield; SS05,
5th SS Panzer Division Shield; 5504, 9th SS
Panzer Division Shield; SS10, 10th SS Panzer
Division Shield; and 5512, 12th S8 Panzer Division
Shield. Note how the part numbers cleverly corre-
spond with the divisions. Each shield retails for $4.95,
and they're distributed exclusively through VLS.

Tamiya
IT you've been nosing around on the Internet as of
late, you probably have heard all about the new FAMO
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trailer combo, The of ficlal name for this kit
is German 18-ton heavy half-track
“FAMO” and tank transporter SD.AG
116, Quite & mouthful! And quite a model,
too, As expected, this thing will be LARGE

'

CEMIYA

and it will inclode the complete FAMO and
trailer along with four new figures in addition to the
ones provided in he original kit. The trailer will feature
rubber tires, like the FAMO, but will also have metal
parts. These will, no doubt, be used to reinforce the
hefty trailer. This thing was huge in real life, being
somewhat longer than the Dragon Wagon trailer, It was
50 big, in fact, that it wasdriven like a modern hook and
ladder rig, with a driver in the rear to steer the back of
trailer. We're fignring that there will he plenty of extra
goodies inside the box, too,

There has been plentiful griping about the price,
which was announced at 318300 in the US, Just after
the kits' unveiling at the Chicago RCTHA show, the
price was lowered to $150.00, On the high side, yes, but
you're still getting a lot of model for your buck.

The fact that the half-track is in the box is a bonus
in our minds. You can't do any kind of diorama featur-
ing anything bigger than a Panzer I without an extra
tractor! Look for stock number 35246 in January,

In other news, Tamiya has continued its theme of
Jazzing up old kits with 89563, Russian Medium Tank
T34/85 w/assault infantry (fig. 42), This is the
older 35138 kit packaged with the Russian Assault
Infantry (35207 ) of several years ago. We wonder what
took them so long The US, retail here is $40.00,

Modifying a somewhat more recent release is
89564; Japan Ground Self Defense Force Type 90
Tank w/ammo loading crew setn (fig. 43). This is
the basic gun tank with parts to create the interior
amme carousel (or at least what you can see through
the open ammo door), along with two new figures,
ammo, ammo crates and decals, US, retail is $61.00.

Tamiya has also announced a very slick accessory

for its’ new 1/16th RC Tiger 1 kit. This is the “Battle
System" infrared light receiver unit that fits in
the cupola of the tank and allows you to have tank bat-
tles with other tanks (Battle of the Bulge in 1/16
scale?), It's similar to the MILES system the US, Army
uses Lo train their troops. Now all we need is an adver-
sary... Look for stock number 53447, This unit will be
available in December, but the price is still TBA

While getting something out of our car in the dark-
ened parking garage at the Chicago show, we met up
with a “Deep Throat” type character that said that
there's another Tamiya 1/35 release in the works. All
he would say is that it was a German tank from WWII
that Tamiya hasn't previously released yet (he also
said we were in serious danger!). Tamiva has tradition-
ally announced new kits at various shows, but more
recently have used their web site to showcase new
items, so maybe we'll hear more in the next couple of
months.

Tamiya's web site is updated on a weekly basls and
hoth the English and Japanese versions are worth look-
ing at. See it at wwwiamiyacom,

This line from China has announced a variety of
interesting new armor kits. All six of ‘sm retail for
$3205 each. 0331 is Korean K1A1 MBT (Type 88);
0338 is Rossian T-54B MBT, 0320 is Israeli Ti-67
MBT; 0:M40 is Russian T-34A (1951) MBT; 0341 is
Finnish T-55 (1958) with KMT-5; and (342 is
Russian T-55 (1958) MBT. VLS is the importer for
Trumpeter, and we hope to have photos and samples by
the next issue.
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TEIE BES

BEST SUUKCE OF

EASTERY EURQHE:

o Pant1- 51999 \

Part 2 - §19.99
Part 3 3- $26,99
Part 4 - $26.99

BUY SET tC)IE‘ 4 AN SAYE J{D%

Pk

fu b

AJ-PRESS )
: TANKPOWER ‘ I

Y MIULDIARY BOOUKRS

& KIS

MILITARIA IN DETAIL

Nhildaria i el

4 SILVER COLLECTION

Walvizins in Hwssln. @ Bliver Collasine

Brand new series from Russia, Each book
contains b/'w photographs and detail
technical drawings of modern Russian
military vahicles.

No.2 - IS-3

No.3 - ZIS/ZILI-150/164

No.4 - JAZZ/KRAZ-214/255/260
No.5 - GAZ-51/63

No.6 - ZIS/ZIL-151/157

No.8 - URAL-375/4320

No.9 - ZIL-131

$13.99 each

WEHRMACHT VEHICLES
VOL.2

§15.99

RUSSIAN TRUC

WORLD WaAR 11

$16.99

35063 - PzKpfw IAusf. B ... .oovn v iiiiiiin S18.49
35064 - PzKpfw 1 B Upper Hull ... .........523.99
35065 - PzKpfw LAusf A ..o iacnas $1849
35066 - PzZKpfw T A Upper Hull . ... .........$24.99
35068 - Panzerjager | Basic Set .............523.99
35069 - Panzerjager | Gun Shield Early . . . ... $18.49
35070 - Panzerjager I Gun Shield Late . . . .. .. 51849
35071 - Panzerjager | Upper Hull . ........... $23.99
35073 - SdK ez 25001 NeW .. vivnains comnini £19.99
35074 - Sd.Kfz. 250/8 Neu Stumel . . ......... $23.99
35078 = SULEF BESUEL00 . . . vsvir accanin g $19.99
£35079 - Kubelwagen Type 82 . . ..ovviavnnnsn $13.99
35080 - Schwimmwagen Type 166 . . . .. ws e $13.99
35001 - DKW Motorcyele . ... .. cvweev .o - 513.99
35093~ FAMO Basic Set o, o il i al s asls $19.99
:35094 - FAMO Additional Set .. ... .........519.99
35005 = SULI2T oz v st e $19.99
35097 - German Mlhtﬂry BlLyClEs (2). . £13.99
35A66 - PzKpfw IV | Side Mesh Sun.eﬂb ...... $27.99
35A6Y - German Helmet's Liners + decals . . . . .. $6.99
35A73 - Sd.Kfz. 250 Neu Fenders . .. ....ccans $9.99
‘35AT4 - Sd.Kfz. 250 Neu Stowage Bins ... ... $13.99
35A75 - Sd. Kfz. 250 Neu Upper Armor . .. .. ., §11.49
35A78 - SU-85. SU-100, SU-122 Fenders . .. .. $15.99
3I5ARS - Sd.Kfz 250,252,253 Right Stowage Bin . §9.99
E35A87 - SA Kz 250 Floor . .« wiv v vuineswninins £7.99
SI03 = Buntlowers L ot Ll aaiatee e ay $12.99
IS0 = SR LeaIE . . e e e $12.99
35G07 - T-34 Grill (Dragon) . . .. .$9.99
35GO08 - T-34 Gnll {(Tamiya) . ... vv v vaeidiiann $9.99

150’?[ Panzerjngerl Upper Hull

AIRCONNECTION

RS IN

T-I8 & 1-29
RUSSIAN TANKS

$22.99

y

PHONE:905 785-0016 FAX: 905 785-0582
E-MAIlL:salef@airconnection.on.ca
VISA AND MASTER CARD ACCEPTED
FREE SHIPPING IN NORTH AMERICA
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PanzerKampfwagen 38(t)

by David V. Nielsen

Zimmeril Press

Saft Cover

i) pages, B&W

ISBN: 096731150X

SIL95

THIS NEW COMPANY HAS
of fered up a very nice prod-
uet for its first venture. The
book is essentially a visual
easay on the variants of the
38(1) and this includes the
AA version, the recce ver-
sion and several of the
SPG's. The selection of pho-
tos is a good one, with a
wide variety of factory and
in service shots. There is also an excellent selection of
interior shots, especially of the SPG's, which is most
useful to those of us who are geeky.

You'll catch a few oddities inside, too, There are
shots of the late war proposed recce tank and the Ausf
M ammo carrier, plus a few shots of the little known
Ausl M APC prototype.

So go out and get one, but hurry back, there’s more
reviews (o read...

Nuts & Bolts

Vol. 13

Flakpanzer IV Wirbelwind (Sd.Kfz 161/4) & Ostwind
by Detlev Terlisten

Soft Cover

88 pages, BEW with color plates

S20.00

YOU KNOW, THESE GUYS ARE
getting to be the Aber of the
military publishing world.
They keep serving up great
little packages and they
keep hitting home runs
every time.

The subject here is the
German WWII AA tanks
and the title goes a long way
to clearing up many of the
little known (or incorrectly reported) details of these
rare vehicles. As usual, this takes the form of a thor-
ough text section at the front of the book and dozens of
wartime photos. We should digress here and say that
most of these wartime shots are from the original neg-
ative and are therefore very crisp and elear. It seems as
though many of these photos have been passed around
and have begun to look rather beat-up, but that is not
the case here. The book is divided into two sections, one
covering the Wirbelwind and the other covering the
Ostwind (albeit much more briefly).
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The Wirbelwind section also covers several muse-
um vehicle with detail shots of both the interior and
exterior of the vehicle, This is capped of f with 4 color
plates and a set of line drawings that even include field
variations.

As stated, the Ostwind section is much briefer, but
as this is one of the rarer German vehicles of the war,
we're glad they found any photos at all! The grouping
here includes all of the evaluation shots and even one
knocked out vehicles at the war's end. Like the
Wirbelwind, scale plans top it of. Because of the scarci-
ty of photos, several model shots are included to clari-
[y the subject. Readers will recognize Tony
Greenland'’s Ostwind model from issue 21.

Another great bargain for the German armor mod-
eler in all of us!

Die Wehrmacht

Vol. 1

by Uwe Feist

Hard Cover

Ruton Publications

173 pages, B&W and color

IF YOU WERE ONE OF THOSE
who were lueky enough to
snag an old copy of the
Encyclopedia of German
Weapons of World War Two,
you may want to pass on
this review. Then again,
maybe not. The aforemen-
tiened title is a visual docu-
mentation of all the
German weapons used in
the Second World War. This book follows suit, but in a
greatly enhanced manner, Die Wehrmacht opens with
several smashing Feist illustrations then delves right
into the subject matter with a fascinating variety of
contemporary and wartime photos depicting all of
Germany's small arms, The coverage starts with pistols
and runs right through the heavy MG's, Many (if not
all) of the photos show a clear, close-up of a contempo-
rary weapon and then this is accompanied by wartime
shots of the weapon in the field, Also shown alongside
are many of the accessories for each particular
weapaon, such as holsters and ammo pouches—almost
exclusively in color. This is a unique and useful format
for the modeler that we just love,

The title is stated as volume one and we are hoping
for more in the range that would expand on this
concept and include artillery, grenades, mines and
other ordinance,

Yot another winner from Ryton.

Steel Fortress, The Russian T-28 Medium Tank,
By Mikkail Baryatinsky and Jim Kinnear

Soff cover

Barbarossa Books

128 pages, B& W and color

ISBN (-0538777-0-1

£14.00

WEVE BEEN EAGERLY WAITING
to get our hands on this
book ever since we found
out it was in preparation
and the wait has been well
rewarded. It's based on the
1993 Arsenal book, The T-28
Medium Tank, but has been
expanded with material
from later research and
" many new photographs.
One of the big advantages, even for those lucky enough
to have the original book, is that this one is all in
English. Another is that the book is printed on high
quality paper with excellent reproduction of the pho-
tographs, many of which are now at 1/3 or even hall-

page size—things that weren't clearly seen in the
Arsenal book can now be studied.

The book covers the T-28 in great detail, from its
inception through the prototype and pre-production
stages to the last production model. Cutaways show the
internal layout, even down to drawings giving the
ammunition stowage locations, although it does not
include photographs of the interior. There are color
plates of six color schemes.

But there's more here than just the T-28 itsell, The
T-28 bridging tank is covered too, with three good pho-
tographs and a side-view 1/35 plan to help builders of
ICM's kit, as are deep-wading and mine-clearing ver-
sions which would make interesting conversions.
Various projects, experimental versions and self-pro-
pelled guns built on the T-28 chassis get a look-in, with
photographs of many of them, and then the book
moves on to the T-29 wheel-and-track tank derived
from the T-28. Photographs and a 1/35 plan show how
different it was from the T-28, The final section, before
the museum vehicle photographs, covers the use of T-28
turrets on armored trains and rail cars.

Highly recommended to fans of Soviet tanks. Even
those who have the original Arsenal book and can read
Russian, will find this new version worth buying for its
extra material and photographs.

Land Battleship, The Russian T-35 Heavy Tank
by Maxim Kolomiets and Jim Kinnear
Barbarosse Books

96 pages, BEW and color

ISBN (0-9538777-0-1

BARBAROSSA'S SECOND BOGK 18
another one we've been
waiting for, this time an
English version of the 1995
Bronekollekisia book that
is also expanded with new
material and photos. Like
the T-28 book, it's printed on
quality paper and the pho
tos are clearly reproduced
1 — - to & good, large size. Again,
the photographs are so much clearer that it is worth
getting even if you have the original book.

The first 14 pages actually cover the Grotte TG tank
with its superimposed turrets, the first prototype T-35s
which were rather different to the production model,
and the weird T-39 design projects which were intend
ed as eventual replacements for the T-35. Here there
are good photographs, 1/35 side view plans of the T-35-
1 and -2, and a contemporary general arrangement
drawing of the 8th type T-39 which would make the
basis of an interesting model,

There are 52 pages on the main T-35 production
types, with masses of photographs, sketches and plans
of the inside, as well as outside features, plus photo-
graphs of the T-35 on pre-war parades. 13 pages about
the tank’s service use follow, with a list of the respon-
sibilities of each crewmember and a complete break-
down of unit losses for both the regiments operating
them in 1941, Nearly all the photos in this section are
from German sources, bui there are a couple of
Russian ones that show T-35s that took part in the bat-
tle for Moscow, The wartime unit markings are evident
in several photographs.

A calor section follows, with plates of four T-35s,
the TG and the SU-14 Br-2 self-propelled gun derived
from it. 15 pages then describe, with photos; the SU-14
self-propelled guns. There are nine pages of photo-
graphs of the Kubinka T-35, with detail as well as gen-
eral shots. Finally, there’s a foldout page with 1/35
plans of the T-35A, T-35A Model 1939, SU-14 and SU-14-
L, and the SU-14-1 Br2,

Like the T-28 book, we can recommend this one
highly to modelers of Soviet tanks.
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WANTED: 1/72. 1/76 scale ard amaller armor, equipment and figures. Books,
magazines and information on the German and Halian armies in Africa during WW2
Instructions frem convessions. pholo-etch and regular kits showing vehicle interiors,
engine compariments and super detailing items. Military and police palches
Contact Peter Rechkemmer, 3410 Sanas, EI Paso. TX 79904

WANTED: Old Osprey-Varguard armoe insues #2 #5, #7, #10, #12, #44
Issues ol “Tankette™ magarine. “Military Mussrated” maganne in Engiish 4, 5, 6. 11
and “Sigel Masters” # 14 Will pay reascnabie prices or trace. Bob Collignon, 403
Huntinglon Ave. Bultalo, NY 14214, (716} 837-2204 aker 6 pm

WANTED: [ooking for unbuslt Gunze armor iils. Will irade or purchase. Have lame
codlechon with frany haid to obtain kns for trade Send info 10 Ted Patis, 551
Wegman Road, Rochester, NY 14624

FOR SALE: by Author < 1/35, 148, 1/72 & 1/76 scale drawings (4 or 5 views)
Piustrated catalogue lor 2 1RCS. FOR SALE from Agist-IHustiaior aceylic oil on
Bristol cand, A3 size, from $400.00 U5 List for 2 IAC 1o Mr M. Cance, 56, Bd, E
Lintithac, 15000 Aunliac. France

WANTED: 1,35 scale kits, parts, anything lefovar fiom LIS and Beitish WWII mod
el Harpers M3 Satan Flamethiower. TM Maruals on US vehicles From ‘Wil
Books and magazine arficles on vehicles IPMS magannes mm Canada. Also con
tact with modeders in ihe US and Canada with an interest in 1/35 scabs vehickes US
and Biitish. Contac) & Howes. Manselmann St 282 BOB0S Munchen, Germany
11 {0ES) 3592474,

WANTED: Any spars WW2 Russian tank parts you don'l need, same goes for pices
froervany Tamiya German hattracks (250, 251 ¢ or 4), For Sale Decals and kits vom
eastem ELeope. Curmently have decals lor T-34, K- and entire BT tamity. Winie for sl
of avallable kits. Edrrund S, Fotund, 200 0 Prospest School Road, Sparta, NJ
oran

WANTED: ltoms listed below, Mo tm limit. Please inchude phone number and
price/condition firs! letiee. BockeMags: Complate or partial set of AMM Review
MMR W1 #s 1,2 4, V2 #1 Miliary Model Preview (larmerly Military Aircrat
Fresiew) V1 #5 1-3. 5 6,9, 11, 12 V2 #3 1, 10-12 V3 #5 1, 412 Catalogs
DML/Dragen 90, B8, 87, laler 94 88 67, 85, 82, B1, B0, 77 and earier; Tamiys
94, 78, 77 71 and eadics. Please only full see, Mo Mini-cats o brochures
Hardbounds: Bownd V2 Profiles British AFVS 1919.40 | also naed info, refemence
sources. photos and TM on: Semilirailes, Retrigeralor, 5 ton. Good coples actepl:
atde Dio accessories and buildings 1/35 Deguwille (resin) #1086 Ruined 2 shory
{large), #110 The Bridge " #112 Loghouse. Kurton #007 3 Slory 3 sided 1uin
Magus Prograrm Dasegn 1/35 French Cormir (e (faamcans), Russian wood house
Sonal wood am. Any Magus bluepints needed also. US Audix edition of #351513
1/32 Checkpoint (includes humpback bridge, gate, guardhouse. lower)
KitsFigures: CMS. (resin} 1/35 Diamond T Wrecker and Camo trucks. Halen
Bersaghen intantry. MAX #04 1/35 1/4 ton Food GP Jespailer and base. VMK
(resin) 1/35 #0071 UT144 Jumbo Jeep 5 ton kactor, #002 C-2 mullipurpose
semitradler. Tamia 1/25 Patton, Radio Operator Squadron Combat Line and
Squateon Rubin Bgures. FOR SALE Professionally bodt 1725 scale tanks. Used by
Soviel Army is taning aids. For details LSSAE ANl replies 10 MG Overshrest,
5257 Luwana Drive 5W., Roanoke, VA 24018-3323. |540) T74 7244 aker TPM
Eastem

WANTED: Squadron #3001 Fallschirmjager In Action, Armar In Action #°s 2003,
2006, 2007, 2009, 2013, 2019 and 2021; Presidio Press (hardcover) Pallon,
Kennedy M-103, Kirin 120mm figures #21001 USMC 1968, #21004 SEAL. In
Desait Storm. Contact Ed Barber, 7158 Akron Road. Lockport, NY 14094

WANTED: Squadron Rubin S4mm kits, Squadron ling 1/35. Also, Battieline and
Deauville figures: Buy or Trade War Monthly magazines. Respond 10 J. Pauly, 2836
Pleasart Avenua Likeyview, NY 14085

THE HISTORICAL MINIATURE FIGURE SOCIETY OF COLDRADD rects on
the first Thursdisy of eath moath o 6:30 AL 10 830 PU. a the Auwors Central
Putilic Libeary, 14949 East Alameda Dnve, Auod, 00 80012 For more infp contact,
HMFSE, PO Bux 461562, Awora, CO. BOE (303) 693-7524

CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL MODELERS ASSOCIATION: mees the second
Flm' ol each mon (eecept holidys) in the Frovident Bank commanity roam
1680 East Florda Avenue, Hemet, Calitornsa & 700 pm. CAHMA welcomes mod-
elers imferested in histocical scale modeling, meluding armor/eidrance, aincralt,
cavehicle, histoncal ligwes, shipboal, space’sci-li ralimad, Sorama and
wgnedte: For mose information, call 809-652-0556

| WOULD LIKE TO CORRESPOND WITH MODELERS ALL OVER THE
WORLD. Locking kor someand (o swap materals with, or just chattar about kits. |
buaild mMOSty peesent day vehicies diorama and figuees of Special Foces Thea
Maus, Esdooenstmal 4, 5995 AM Kessed, The Nemerlands

IN SEARCH OF PENPALS AND MODELERS o exchange with Can offer all
models of fvesga Plastic Model Co. ICE Co., Alan Honhies/VM Co , AER. Start
Model, models which are of & high class, and same books and magazings oa mod-
em military equipment and that of WW2. My inlerests inClude weapons of W2
produced by Tameya, DML, Ialeri and ESCH in 1/35 scale. Also interested in bopks
and magannes on techalques AFV and mode! catplogues. Wise fo: Almands A
Rjaznow, uf. Konshiadskaia, d 75, ke 19, Makeewa- 14, Ukmine - 338014

MODELER FROM THE UKRAINE wiio would 1 o get in bouch wilh offies mock-
@ers 10 exchange madels. | am locking fr comtacts with Marth Amedican mocel-
. | will angwer all letiers sent to me Andrey Kodow. Zvenigomdsia, 12 bw. 43
Zapororhye - 93, 330093, Ukraine

WANTED: Locking Y 2 boxed LBER modeling kil st Thet company ihat mage
(e s Gone out of busingss. |f anyone has one for sae o has in‘ormation on
o 1 gl B8 pleasa el e bnow, Wribe of call: Lairy McHam 1148 Simpson
Or Hurst, TX 76053, 817-268-2167 E-mail is cynthiamdairmail nel

WANTED: Tamiya kit #E502- 1800, US. Tamm Pack Howitzer. Call (734) G6S-
2753 M-F B.00-5.00 ET or write: Barry Garsa, 1864 Samer Rd , Mitan, M1 48150
Will pay any réasonable pnce

dition. Please send information on these books and prices to John Wiley, 3120
Mountain Pass Road, Troutville, VA 24175,

FOR SALE: Unbuilt 1/16 Tamiya King Tiger Porsche turret kit, static model, minus
R/C gear Asking $200.00. WANTED: ESCI 1/72 King Tiger, Bandai 1/24 King Tiger
Porsche turret kits. Contact David Dees. 8125 Jeanie Lane, Knoxville, TN 37938,
473-922-2801 after 6 pm

WANTED: DML #6047 JSU- 1225 ang DML #6804 J5-2M UZTM, Contact Rabert
W, Marshall, 43 Brooifiald Court, Toms River, NJ 08757, 732-341-T487, until 10
pm Eastern time: Web site: Clancy TREGE30] com

FOR SALE: Built 1,35 scale ammor s, Nicely done with some exiernal detailing
Please avise us of your pamcular neads or wants, Will consider requests 1o build
Currently. over 100 finished. Contact B0 Whitiey, 311 Buncy Avende. Endicaft, NY
13760 Pnone: 507-T48-T922. E-mail bi0637 a0l com

MEEDED: benssen modeler can't rest wntil | have Gunae 1/35 scade Panzer 1l cew
in Diack clofh uniforms seabed in the tank turrst | alss mist have the Jaguar 1735
scade wingmill. E-Mad me please o Camegaiodenciol.com

WANTED: Jim Shirloy Productions resin 120mm{ 1,160 scale) M-1A1 Abrams.
Unbuill, budt. any condibon. . reed il for pats Contact Lamy Cobb email
Lamyci@unm ey o phone (305) 299-5662.

WANTED: Tank Magazine Specist- staeh Tanks & APC's, Paroer - The ran-
Iraq War, Tank Maganne - any issue; Verlinden #705, T-55 Updie. #714 1-55
Appligue Ammor, AEF Designs - any corversion ot (lsraeli, Sovie, kagl, Americen),
Amui/ADV-PLO figure, Russian Tarkers, French Tankers (Modem), #35110
XME3ET Tow Launcher, Bom in Batle Magaring-any issas; Military Enthusiast- any
tue War Dt - any issue RAIDS Maganne - any isse Friuimodeliesmo Figuees,
Iragi Taners. Yugosky Troaps. Chvilian Prolographer, Chesapeake Mode! Designs, T-
54 fured, T-62 (early tureef), MB0 Tume! (earty production), MABAI Comvrsion Kit,
Joguat - JS I interior. Contact Jaseph Chiaramente, 8717 26ih Avenue, Broodyn, NY
11214

ARMOR MODELERS ONLY: THE ARMOR SHOP (3 open lof business. Full [ine
daalar One stop for all yout naeds - ks, accessonies, ool panl, books - ARMOR
DNLY Mever pay retall Catalog §3 00 mekmeatile wilh first ordar. Shop on the wet
a www armorshopocom. The Armor Shop. Depl. MC, 3548 Siverado Drive
Colurrbus. Onio 43226, E-mail us 8t armarshopdigol com. MO PLANES - NONE
OF THE TME

GOODYS —New ist of chifian /positical /mifilanyhisioncal relzled pn. ioches
books. magarings, wdas and other items Mostly WWI to present Send Two
Diillars for GOODO3. Thank Yau. Bil Whitley, 311 Bundy dvenug, Endicon, NY
14760-3201 IPMS #20788 (60T) 74B-7922 DIDG3T @ aal.com

WANTEB: Germant rvlitary books WW1, WW2. East Gemman, New o used period
piciorials. Pleass mspond bo PJR, PO Box 122, Martinsville, NJ (8836

WANTED: Concoed Publication books Th4 & T30 T54/55/62 and Arseral of
Aogression. | am willing to gy @ ressondbile amourt of these books 0 good con-

U.S. RESIN KIT MANUFACTURER =oewing master pattem makers for amo
elated subjects, | e kits conversion, figures. |0 interested please send name and
address. phone mamber 1 Commandar Series Modeds. Inc. 551 Wegman Road,
Rochester, NY 14524

FOR SALE OR TRADE: ESCI (German), Supply Wagon, Ambuiance Wagon,
German Sapgess, Rest Arca, Pamiroops, Engeneers, T.5¢m Light int. Gun, Britsh
Red Devits, Al Japanese Muttipase 1/32 intantry: Monograry Calliope Sherman
Hedge Hog (1/32nd scaie). All kits unbullt, mint in box WANTED. Tamiya Tigers,
Panihers. HalMracks, Man: 1/32 figures and playsets Ron Angleton, 316 Oah 51

Tipion, N 45072, (T65) 675-3907 weekends

WANTED: Unbuilt o Baler ks #234 (Sdkiz 2347, #255 (Sorle 234/4)
St and Drang Magazings. Jean Restayn's Tanks of WMl Encyclopedia of
German Tanks of WWH, Ground Power Magazines. Geome Krausse, PO Bax 3152,
forenca. OR B7483

WANTED: inirmation about clubs or individuals who are inerested in */241h and
1/254h scale armar models. Also inlerected in puschasing sams. Terry Hoept, 5606
N River Foad, Pempenalle, OH 43450 419-287-452

ARMOR, AIRGRAFT & SHIP COLLECTION: ver (450) 1/35scal armoe 1/350
scale moderm warships, and both 1/72 & 1/48 scale modern jef aircrl. WW2 to
modern anmor and figure kits. Bath curnent and out of produchion kits. Also, masny
resin comversions ad full kits. Decal set and ceramic diosama kils. Many hits stil
wiapped, All unbuilt and unpainted. GREAT DEALS! Send LSSAE with $,55 postage
for list wilh asking pricas. Alken Chubb, Jr . PO Box 134, Lykess, PA 17048-0134
ot ¢all T17-362-1120 atter 6 pm EST

MUST SELL; Lose the hits or hit e couch! Sound famikiar? The answee Is simple
for mary, the couch doesn'l 13k back. Lindortunatily, it's her couth. My lass tan be
waur gain, NewOOP WW2 hgures/armer g (1/35) fo s Tamiya, Rater. DML
ESCL Sent SASE for completa list 1o Lawence Jung, B0 € 121h 51, #3F, New
Yok, NY 10003-50036

FOR SALE: one 1/15 scale Bancs Tiger | bodlt and paanted to pertection. Sef up
remole, Looks real nice. Call me & 973-628-0574 after 6 p.m 100 delaila.

WANTED: Looking fof the. lollawing discartinued ROCO vehicles, # 229 Faun 10
ton BX6 uck, #230 Faum 10 ton XS fruck, #200 Elefart Tank Transport, #4049
Pioneer Set. | will consider purchiasing colections ol ROCC armar, Al lnaking for
pics, dimensions, eic, on Wegmann Prh 2000 SP qun lor soatch bulld Cal
Hasmas, 904 bving St , Olean, NY 14760

Issue 24 Adverliser's Index

Accurate Armour Page 8
Air Connection Page 15
Ampersand Books Page.80
Accher Page 21
Armand PBayardi Page 28
Chesapeake Madel Designs Page 8
Commander Page 61
Cosmic Bovine Page 72
Depot Train & Hobby Page 61

Page 37

Page 22

Page 6

Page 28

WANTED: Pro models resin 120mm (1115 scale) Sdkz 2342 PUMA Eight
Wheelad armosed &3 unbulll, bull, gny condifion CONTACT Robert Mecguire
482 W, San Ysicm Blvd., PMB BAZ. San Ysidm. CA 92173 (613) 671-5400; (619)
662-1420

WANTED: DML/ Tiragan Red Devils Paratropers figura kit or res figures in simi-
\ar poses. 'Will pay any reasonabie price F-mesl b SimonfEapensiose com

FOR SALE: 1,35 scale figure kits. All wbuill. Mastly Vietnam 1o modern DML,
Verlindan, Barton Minishures, Belgo, Battinfing and some misc. For fist and price
send LS ASE Danny Trepanier, 1133 Fulton Winihrop Harbar, 1L 60096

WANTED: | need more information an the V-150 APC series, 4X4, BXE, BX3. Im
Irying fo: scragch built one because | really |ked the Commande. | don't wand 1o by
thi tesin kit (lempting. - and | can't lind one either) mainly becauss | rally wanl 1o
fel the enjoyment of building it in 1/35 scake. Thanks and more power. | can be
reached thaugh this email oliversiadaiedsamall.com,ph, of my reaidence: Dfiver 5.
Sia, 30 Morway Strest. Betlediving, Paranague, Manifa, Philippines

CONTEST: 20071 A Modsing Odyssey. Sponsor IPMS Space Coast. Tune & Daie:
9,00 AM, Saturday, 3 February 2001 fo 1:00 PM, Sunday, 4 February 2001, Place
Eli¢s lodge. SR 405 THuswitle. FL Contact Rick Belianger, 4260 Tangering SI.
Coena. FL 32028 Tebephone: 321-633-4717 (5:30pm to 9.00pm EST only) e
mail, ickidtrevad gl Special Rates Mote!: Aamada Inn, Route 50 8 -85
Tilusyille, FL 1-800-202-1192 ONLY

WANTED: Series 77 90mm “Amencars” - A2 A10, A7, AZ1, AZE. AJT, A29
ABA, AAZ, AB3. AB4, ABS. Wil pay @ir price bor Kis Keilh Berrasd, ¢-mail
bemnard kéEmetainie whiinder com

WANTED: Pro Models msin 120mm (1015 <cae) SBE 2342 PUMA st
whaeled armored car Unbulll, bullt, asy condition. Contact - Robert McGuire, 482
W, San Ysico Blvd. PMB 842 San Ysidro, CA, 92173 USA Phone: (6191671-5400
(619)662-1420. Email ignacio@biospherical. com or candiano@hotmall com

|

FOR SALE: Roskop! HO Scale Military Vehices. German, Russian. NATOL Wiig Ie
list: Christopher Gill, 580 W, Lewision. Ferndale, MI 45220-1204

WANTED: Bindabiz BA'W pholocopies of MMIR Vol 1#3 on 11 2 17 inch paper,
Iront and! rear COVeS 0N O 5ide. inside covers on e other, wic., through pages 19
& 220 & 21 Contact Or Peder Schweisthed, Grumer Sy, 107, D-40233
Duesseldor, Garmary

Eduard

Falcon Supplies
Fedorowic
Hansa Sysiems
Hobby Bounties
Hably Depat
Jaguar

Legends

Marco Polo
Model Cellar
MEM

Hew Connection
On-The-Mark
Ordnance Depol
RHPS

REJ

Ryton

Squadron Shop _
5&J

Testor Corp.

The Armor Shop
The Red Lancers
The Smail Shop
The Tank Waorkshap
L1

i :
| [eSisieasgunengninges

WANTED: Highly compelent armor builders who can photograph and write
about their modeling projects. Adequate writing and photography skills, and
computes lileeacy a musl, Fees paid for arficle submissions. Also locking bor
individuals willing 1o submit origina histoncal research aricles. Access o
archival photographs a plus and ability to rendes scale deawings in Adobe
fiustrator or Freehand (Mac or PC) @ big of stankin' borus. Also seeking
lustrations alone. Foowaid samplas only (pholos, writing, efc ) fo: Editor
WMIR, 235 NE 6 Ave #4, Delray Beach, FL 33483

WANTED: 1/35, 1/24, 1115, 1/16 assembled or urassembled molofized
armaored vehicles. Contact Bruce W, Smith at gbesked@usweast net or send
your kst with prices 1o SB08 Arbous Ave., Edina. MK, 55436

Evany subscriber to Miltary Miriatures i Review is entitled
o a free classiied ad for the length of thewr subscnphon
Subrmit TYPE WRITTEN COPY ONLY (no handwritten ads
accepted). There is no space lirmit, but be as bnef as you
can (we mean: don't be a hog about it). Corrections, sales
or omissions should be brought o the attention of the
publisher as soon as possible (o prevent re-occunence
E-mail classified info to mmir3570160agl.com

Number Twanty Four L7
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The following is an extension and compilation of all the wish lists and “we golta
haves” that have appeared in the magazine over the years. The list also reflects a fow
brain storming sessions where we fust sal arownd with a few books and shouted out

what we [iked.

We have divided it inio three categories plastic kits; resin kits; ond conversions
and updates A few of the ideas appear tn both Lhe plastic list and the resin list. Most

British Triumph Motorcycle

WW2. We've had the Germman bikes in plastic, but never this one
Bri rd 1 4

WW2. Very numerous saff sk,

British Morris-Commercial 30-cwt 6x4 truck

WW2 Just because it's real looking.

British AEC Matador 4x4 fruck
WW2. Useful for hiauling around all that scale artillery

British Humber Mk | Armored Car
WW2. 4,300 of them were used on all fronts.

British 17-pdr Archer SPG
WW2. We've been promised one from WM, Dut 'S st 3 no-
Show. The towed gun wouldn't hurl either

British Saladin
Post war Widely used six wheeled ammored car

British Cruiser Comet

Ho-saneakd- BACK ON AS ICM STOCK NUIMBER 35091
British Cruiser Challenger

British Centurion

the Brils.

would pick plastic over resin due to the cosl, bul we'd be glad to have either. A lot of
what’s listed is rather obvious, like the German half-tracks and the IVTs A few of
the plastic ideas are rather odd, but the entry of the eastern European companies
into the fray has demonstrated that the sky’s the limit.

Basically, we don 't warranty any of the items listed. We think they are all sound,
but we are not saying they will all sell. The deal is that if you are a manufacturer,
large or small, and you see something you like, then by all means make a withdraw-
al—it’s free! All we ask is that you let us know so we can strike it from the list,

If there is something that you don’t see here, then by all means feel free to make
a depasii—no maller who you are,

Please note thai items that have been announced or listed since the previows

Ge Marder 11l M
WW2. The 7.5cm gun rear mounied in a modified 381 chassis.

German Bison M
WW2. Pretty much the same thing as above, but with the siG 33

German Flakpanzer 38(t) =
WW2. Similar to the above isted vehicles, but with the 2cm gun.

German Karlmérser

issue are shown with a line struck through the subject. Noles on who and where fol-
low, ftems are displayed like this for one issue, then removed completely,

German VW Itlis
Modem Bundeswehr Jeep. Also used by other NATO members

Hungarian Toidi
WW2. There are several variants, (00,

Italian Fiat/Ansaldo AB40/41
WW2. 4 wheeled armored car; also used by the Germans in faly

Italian L3/35 tankette

WW2. Sooner or fater, night?

German Halftracks
WW2. Scrafch the FAMO, but how aboul the SdKiz. 9, 10, 11 and
the Demag D7 (a new SdKiz. 7 wouldn't hurt either). Come on
- SEI There's fons of variants, foo
German Sdkfz. 251/17
WW2. With the drop down sides and the Zem Nak 28, Would
ke an oulstanding Tarmiya it
German SdKfz. 251/20 UHU
WW2. The IR searchight vehicle. Would alse make an outstanding
farmiya kit

2 1

WW2. The triple flak mount Would also, also miake an outsianding
Tamiya kit.

WW2. A logical folfow-up o the Cornet German Sdfz. 251/22

WW2. With the Pak 40 75mm. Need we say more?
Postwar Many variants, used extensively by the lsrahs as weil zs ~ German PAK 43 8.8cm

WW2 The anti-tank gun with (he cruciform base.
British Mk VIB Light Tank German 15¢m gun

WW2. Widsly seen and used in the west and in the desert It
Seems a natural in plastic.
British Sherman “Flail” Tank
WW2. Maytie based on the DML M4A4 kir?

Bofors 40
WW2. This was the Swedish designed gun used by the British
and others.
British Daimler Mark 11
WW2. The neal little armored (or i it armoured?) car
British Sexton 11 ~
WW2. The Canadian version of the Sherman chassis (Grizzly) with
the 25 pounder field piece mounted on fop. Do the Grizzly, too,
while you're at if,

French Char B1

French AMR35

WW2. Cool fittle cavalry tank.
French FCM36
WWe. French medium. Later used by the Genmans as an SPG
Dfatform.

French Latfly/Hotchkiss $15R

WWE. Eary war six-wheeled artiliery tractor. Also the S207L and
the S35T

e ANNOUNCED FROM RPM

WW2. Sitill missing the A B and F in a “modern way. "

German Panzer 11l variants
WW2. Still missing the 4 8, € and D.

German Panzer IV variants.

WIW2. Shil missing the A, B, C. @ modem tooled D and £

German Panzer 11V hybrid
WW2. While you're at it Used an inferfeaved suspension

German Neubaufahrzeug

WW2. Early war medium. Hey, wiry not?
German Lorraine Schiepper with 10.5cm

WW2. French tractor converted by the Germans.

n Lorraine Schiepper with 7.5¢c
WW2. French tractor comverted by the Germans.

German Sturmpanzer || Bison
ANNOUNCED BY ALAN.
German Panzer | B 15¢m siG 33
WWE. The one with the fafl supersiruciure,
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WW2. The widlaly used heavy arlillery plece. We'd afso love lo see
the 17em and the 21cm in plastic.

German 10.5

WW2 We tought Tamiva would do this for sure after the Wespe
3 variaints.

German Hummel SP!

WW2. Sorry, but we still need a reafly good one. Ditto on the
Nashom,

German SdKfz. 231 8-
WWE Modified version of the onginal. Used mid to late war
German Sdkiz. 247

WW2 Littie armored 4x4 used by recon battalions.

German V3000 Ford truck

WW2 Similar versions were used by all the WWe combatants,
German Bussing-Nag Truck
WWE2 The basic truck, the A4 versian and the crane, feo,
German “Biro-Anhanger”

WW2 The farge boxy trafler hauled behind the Opel Blitz
German Opel Blitz Bus
WW2. it seems like an Ifalen nafural
Lozt A b A

WAL Dulia-ga-that-faerithing- DUE OUT THIS YEAR FROM
TALERI
64

German

WW2 Mosiy known as Hitler's six wheeled staff car, but also
used as a reguiar (reavy car in the field

German le.gl.E.Pkw.

WW2 The little Stoewer or BMW light 4x4 cars, Several variants.

German Einheits-Diesel 2.5 ton 6x6 truck
WW2 Very common throughout the war, several versions fielded.

German Faun Typ LS00

WWe. Very large tank transporter (it carried the lank on its back).

Towed a trafler which was also used with the big FAMO.
Mercedes-Benz L 4500

WWZ 4.5 fon cargo trick. Also LSed a8 3 very uinusual

German Hanomag Typ 5t 100

WW2. Developed for both the Luftwalie and the Wehrmacht, it

was used [o haul long supply trains and bridging equipment.

German Schwimmwagen “Trippl”

WW2. Early comtender to the VW throne. LSed by the SS

WW2 We've gol a few resin versions, but it's not a very big k..
Italian Carro Armato L6/40
WW2. Another teeny thing. Some served in Russia (scary).

ltalian Semovente L40 47/32
WW2. Assaull gun version of the L6/40. Also used by the Germans.

lish Fiat 508/518 Mazur fi ar
WW2. One of the most cormmon soft skins used by the pre-war
Polish army. Ower 10,000 produced, it seams like alt the armor's
getting done, Anyone?

Soviet 203mm gun
WW2. The one with the tracked carmage

Soviet Stalinets Tractor
WW2. Sowist copy of the Caterpiiar 60 tractor Bulled the 203,

Soviet BA-10/BA-12
muq_ [ J-v_: a
Soviet BA-64

WW2. Four wheeled armored car.

degae B4-6 ANNOUNCED FROM ALAN.

Soviet GAZ Jeep

WW2 and Korea. We fiave a new [1.S. one, why not?

Soviet BTR-60

Post-war eight whee! armored car

Soviet 1-55

Post war MBT. Once fisted in the DML catalog. Keep hope aive
Soviet SA-2
Post-war mobife fruck mounted SAM system.
Soviet BMD-1

Modem afr-mobile infantry support vehicle,
Soviet ASU-85
Modem air-mobie fank destroyer
Swedish 5-Tank
Modem. That weird looking furretless fobby

U.S. M1A1 Wrecking Truck
WWE. Ternific looking heavy wrecker made by Ward LaFrance.

U.S. M2/M2A1 Halftrack
WW2. The one with the storfer back end

U.S. M3/M3A1 Halftracks
WW2. We're stil waiting for contemparary plastic versions of this
senes. Help us Obi-wan Tamiya, you're our only hope..

M
WW2. We're still waiting for a confemporary plastic version of
this, too. Throw in the M5 and M8 whie you're at it

U.5. M4 High Speed Tr
WW2/Karea. Towed the Tom and used Sherman tracks,
Think of all those lonely ARV Club kits

U.5. M5 High Speed Tractor
WWe. Loosely based on the M3 in the suspension area. Hauled
the 105, 155 and the 4.5 inch gun

U.S. M6 High Speed Tractor
WwW2/Korea. Successor [o the M4, also towed the Long Tom and
ite B-inch howitzer

U.5. M10 ammo trailer
WWE. Pretfty numerous on alf fronts and commanly seen with the
M7 Priest and the M8 HMC.

UL.S. M19 Motor Carriage
Korea. Dual 40mm mourted on the Chaffes chassis.

U.5. M23 B-ton 4-wheel ammo trailer -
WW2 Weird looking, but pulfed along with every Long Tom.

U.5. M29 Wease|

WW2 The Monogram kit was a ipoooong time ago. Bolh vanarits
U.5. M31 ARV
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WW2. Recovery version based on the Lee/Grant series.
ll S. MSG Janl‘.sml

NOW ANNGUNCED FHOM BG?H ACADEMY AND AFV CLUB
U.S. M37 Motor Carriage

Korea. 105mm mounted on the Chaffee chassis.

U.S. M40 Motor Carriage
Korea. The Long Tom mounted on a “Easy Eight” type chassis.
U.5. M41 Walker Bulldog
Post war and Vielnam. [t's high time for a new kil The M42
Duster would be coo, loo.
U.S. M43 Mator Carriage
Korea. The 8-inch howitzer mournited on a “Easy Eight” type chassis.
U.5. Md4 SPGB
1950's. One of a senes of SPGs based on the M41 chassis. Also
the M52, Used by other NATQ nations—especially Germany:
U.S. M55 SPG
1950's. Big-ass SPG loosely based on the M4B/M47 chassis.
Used by other NATO nations—especially Germany.
U.S. DUKW-353
WW2 You know; the floater
U.S. GMC 352
WW2. The short wheel base version. Hey Tamiya!
U.5. 4-ton “Diamond T" 6x6 Truck
WW2. Cargo, dump and a fabulous wrecker version.
U.S. 6-ton 616 Truck
WW2. Both Mack and Wihite versions. Fairy common in the ETCQ!
Thera's a cargo, pontoon and Crane version.

k
WW2 Towed ife B-inch howitzer Huge and just plakt cool
U.§5. 240mm Howitzer
WW2. Widely used, but rarely photographed.
U.S. 75mm Field Howitzer

WW2. Alse known as the “Pack” gun. Remember the ofd Tamiya
melal one?

U.5. Staghound T17E1
m._u.s. bult 4-wheg! armared car almast exclusively used by
s,

U.5. IVT Series

WW2 & Korea. The whole sernies please: [WT-2; LVT (A)-2. La-4;
LVT (A)-1. LVT (A)-4, LVT (A)-5 and L¥T (A)-5 modified. LT-4
ANNOUNCED FROM ITALER!.

U.S. Ontos
Post-war and Vietnam anti-tank tractor,

Post-war and Vietnarm 4-wheefed annored car fiefded fn several
different versions.

U.S. M422 “Mighty
Post-war minialure version of the Jeep.

U.5. M332A2
Motfern NATO. The artillery ammurition carmer based on the
M109. Hey italeni!

U.S. M715 Jeep 1-1/4-ton cargo truck
Modem and widely used ruck. Saw use in Wietnam,

U.S. Dodge M37 truck

Posi war and modem version of the WW2 3/4 ton fruck. Used in
Vietnam, Ambulance version, (oo,

U.5. M561 Gamma Goat

Modem and weirdo six wheeled cargo fruck.

WW2. Early war Belgian mini tank. There is a SPG version, 10o.

German Geschiitzwagen HUIV (5f)

WW2. Similar fo the Grass  with the 105mm gun plopped
fnfo bﬂesmersfrucm The il have one somewhere.
German P

WW2. Used mesamelram‘ as the 38t sernes.

German Panzer IV hybrid
WW2 Aiso in the plastic Iist. Used an interleaved suspension
German Mercedes-Benz L 4500
WW2 4.5 ton Inick Ao used as & very unusual "Maultier”
version, using both purpose designed and Panzer If running gear.
German Mercedes Unimog U 900 truck
Post war NATO. Also used extensively by the LS. Amy and
Marines in a vanely of inferesting configurations.

trailer
WW2 Actually used lo move rail road equipment, but also
used [0 move the super heavy and the Karl Morser

ium Tank “Chi-Ro"

WW2. One of the few Japanese fanks that is not represented by a
kit of any kind.

Soviet KRUG long track SA-4 radar
Fost war. Lengthened version of the AT-T tractor with a large radar
it on top.
Soviet 257 203mm SPG
Post war. Enormous “nuctear” self-propelled artillery pigce.
Soviet AT-T tractor
Post war. Basically a big truck loosely based on the T-55 chassis.
U.S. M114 armored recon vehicle
Post war Cousin fo the M113. Alsp used By the ARV
U.5. M4 High Speed Tractor
WW2/Korea. Towed the Long Tom. Think of all those fonely AFV
Club kits.
U.5. M6 or MGA1 Heavy Tanks
WW2 Actuatly standaroized in 1942, but never gepioyed. Neato
anyway
U.5. M6
WW2/Korea. Aiso towed the Long Tom and the 8-inch howilzer
U.5. M18 Tank Transporter
WW2 The Diamand T &mefnmmmm NOW NONE.
WE'RE HEARING RUMORS.
U.5. M22 Locust
WW2 Wacky airbome tank.
U.5. M23 8-ton d-wheel ammo trailer
WW2 Weird looking, but pulled alorg with every Long Tom
U.5. FMTV Truck Series -
Modem cab over trucks. Widely used everywhere foday.
U.5. OPFOR Sheridan
Modern. Hey Jaguar, whal do you think?

ne and White truck
WW2 Awesome Iruck and crane combo also includes a Iraier
L.S. 4-ton “Diamond T”
WW2. Cargo, dump and fabulous wrecker version
U.S. 4-5 ton 4x4 Autocar Tractor

WW2. Also made by Federal. Used with a trafler There was once
a resin kit, but it is sadly no more.

U.5. Staff Cars

WW2. Maybe the Ford and the Packard types?
U.S. 6-ton Bx6 Truck
WW2 Both Mack and While versions. Fairly commoan in the ETO.
Alsg a van back version.
U.5. 240mm Howitzer
WW2 Widely used, but rarely pholographed.
U.5. "Mighty Mite"

Posi-war miniature version of the Jeap.

U.S. M561 Gamma Goat

Modem and weirndo six wheeled cargo iruck.

U.5. M76 Otter
Modlern tracked amphibian. Used by the Marines i Vietnam.

Conversions, Updates & Accessories

British Churchill-early variants
WW2 lts seems a natural thing for the Tamiya kit.

German Flak 18 conversion/update
WW2. Brass, barrel, elc. for the ofd Tamiya kit

German Panzer IV F update

WW2. To spice up ihe ex-Gunze, now exceliert DL kit
German

WW2. Based on the 8-rad ammared car. For the Tamiya kil

Gi n u r
WW2. It sure could use it
German Steyr Fire Tender
WW2. Conversion for the Tamrya kit

German Hetzer Interior set
WWE. For the DML kits.

German Il In and

WW2 Far the Alan/DIML kit

German Panzer | Interior and Engine set
WW2. For the tafer kit

German Panzer IV L/48 or L/70 Interior set

Basio-sagine-and-generaars- INTERIOR ANNOUNCED BY JAGUAR.
Japanese Type 90 goodies

e pacoboabl

DR E AODULE AND

FIGURES AVAILABLE FROM “AINOSAT( HOBBY 2" IN JAPAN.

;Ag!urf% ;!AS RELEASED AMMO SET FOR TYPE 90 WITH CREW
1 i

Soviet SCUD A

Post-war. Possibly based around one of the JS kits now in
production

Soviet Katyusha rocket launcher
WWe. Fur the Tamiya GMC 2.5 ton fruck

Soviel T-72 ARV

Modem. For the kit. How abeut some other conversions
for this great Tamiya kit?

U.S, M1 Motor Carriage

Korea. Dual 40rmim mounted on the Chalfee chassis. For lafer,
U.8. M27 Bomb fruck
WW2. Basically a GMC 353 with & dolly for bombs on the back
Conversion for the Tamiya kit

U.S. M37 Mator Carriage
Korea. 105mm maounted on the Chaffee chassis, For Mafer

.8, M39 Utility Vehicle
WW2/Korea, Basically a lurratiess M18 with a sl
imerior. Comversion for aither the Acadamy or the

'Mu mJ_Tﬂlﬂ

altered
Club kit.

Maybesririontos2 AVAIABLE FROM REAL MODELS
!LLH.EH_TMLI

Madem. The most modemn version based around the AFV Club kot
Tires, booy work and a few olfwer doo-gdads would do it

Mm;‘em Marine Carps and Armiy tracfor version of the Oshkosh
mﬂq:qo‘h?s a trailer hauler. Might be possibie fo convert it from
taeri kit.

U.S. Oshkosh M1070 8x8 truck

Awesome modem tank hauler used in conjunction with the M100
trailer: The uitimate Dragon Wagon. WE'RE HEARING RUMORS...

5. M74
Post-war conversion of the M4A3SES. More madem version of the
M32. Also used extensively by the Burdeswehr

1.5. M3 half-track truck cab
WW2 With shee! steef cab and cargo bed  Used eanly in the war
Bantam Jeep ¢ n

WW2. For the new Tamiya kil

U.5. early Ford GP Jeep conversion

WW2. For the new Tamiya kit

U.5. Studebaker cab
WW2 For the Tamiya 2.5 fon fruck.

.§. GMC 352 ¢ on
WwW2. Shart whee! base version. For the Tamiya 2.5 ton lruck.

U.S. GMC COE col

WW2. “Cab over engine” version wiih bed. For the Tamiya
2.5 ton truck. THIS IS SO EASY, IT'S NOT FUNNY.

U.S. Sherman com| u 1

WW2. ncluding stufflike the proper tail ights, eic.
U.S. 8 inch Howitzer M1

.rt.rsmﬂfASEu FRDMAFVC.‘.UB WE STILL NEED THE HHES
THOUGH...

U.S. Tank Engine Set
Sirmilar to what Tamiya did for the German heawy tanks. Different
fachials for the Shermans, LVT's, 8Ic,

LI.! Tvﬂ Ilnt-tn-link I'ranls

AANGUNGED FrOm Fies.
'|'., .

m—mmmmm#m ANNOUNCED FROM

WW2. For the DML kits.

111 E through H Update and D
WW2. For any of the DWIL kits.
German Mercedes-Benz 1500 A
WwWe Conversion for the Tamiya Steyr kit Basically the same
body wark with front end differences. Cammand car, (oo
German Puma interior details
WA taa-tialonkit- ANNOUNCED FROM NEW CONNECTION.

German Elephant Engine Set

u r-u fnk-to-lnk Tracks.

MNMCEDB?H:%.

tre lte cupoa? AGAN!
Iy Drive

Sprocket
The DML MLRS is the cioses!. Suitable for 3 Bradiey, 2 MLRS and
3 LVTP versions.
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THE CAT IS RESTLESS....

==l

ruflomm |iﬁ

63535 El

LINK
MODEL
WORKSHOP
LM-001
FRENCH CHAR
HOTCHKISS H35/39
Injection Plastic
Track Links

$17.98!

63115 “The Dispatch™ 1/38 63116 “Nylons™ Jeep 63117 Vietnam Tank 63118 US. Infaniry
Soldier & Motorcyclist Driver & Woman 1/35 Crew 1/35 Vietnam 2 figures, 1/35

550A S. CORALRIDGE PLACE - CITY OF INDUSTRY - CA 91746 (8628) 961-2238 FAX (626)333-8680 www jaguarmodels.com

GOT REFERENCES?
WE DO!

We carry a full selection of reference books and magazines from Japan.
These excellent publications are aimed at the discriminating modeler.

TAL PANIER BATTLE OF ial
H Uﬂﬁmﬁf Model Art Specials

Armour Modelling

All these Japanese periodicals are profusely illustrated with big clear
photos, drawings, defail and color. Text is in Japanese but, you will
find them to be invaluable modeling references. You will wonder
how you did without them.

LEGENDS
S &

TOY

HOBBIES 17426 COLIMA RD, ROWLAND HEIGHTS, CA 91748 (626) 810-8962 FAX (626) B10-8972

http://www.legendshobbies.com
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THE RED LANCERS

MILITARY MINIATURES FOR THE COLLECTOR

New Catalog Vol. VI—$9.00 = Phone Orders Welcome + Mastercard or Visa

16 W. Southern Ave.
Tempe AZ 85282

-
HOBRBY DEPOT
[
! ’ (480) 968-1880
(480) 968-1190
Wﬂlﬂll hobbydpo@powerplusinc.com

Aber Flightpath Pegaso
Accurite Armor Fort Duguesne Fhoenix B0mm
Actramac Fort Roval Review Pilipili
_S' K Y B 0 W S A 1- E Aitria Founderie Pony Soldier
\Bsu a slsqj » \H&“ W,".Tffﬂillﬁﬁ I S]sgi . j-"-']-tl)ﬂ Mﬁf WW2 truck - $22.‘:ﬁ Alhambra Friulmodellismo Poste Militaire
PLUS ALL TANK WORKSHOP 25% off oo Posiber Smasiagens Rl
— = Amati | 20min GdeM Quadn Concept
Andrea Cirotjahn Repligqua
Anidrea Acrylic Paint Hecker/Goros Resicast
Aquila HEK-35 Roll Call
Anefacts Homet Saunders
Asgard Humbrol Scale Link
Apimut/ ADY Imperial gallery Scale Model Access.
Barnacle Kirin Shenandosh
- ; Benito 18] Model Show Models
We also carry the following lines at discounted prices: Bonaparte IMP Soldat/Ridwuli
Aber Fort Duguesne ModelKasten Border Jordi Rubio Somoy
Frinlmodellismo Cellur Cast La Compania Sovereign

Academy

Maguetics

Adres Fuiimi pilirili Clydecast ) I..x‘ Cimier Swede Creations
Airwaves Gunze Sangyo Revell/Germany Cromwell 1135th Nemrod lakn Fors
RS : g S David F. Grieve Mew Order Thistle
'*'-‘-‘4-'-""—“ . EPM David Parkins Mimix liny Troopers
AFV Club ““"""l Nk]' bow Diecima Muascot/Starhght Irillion
Armor Research  Hudson & Allen s DES Kit Metal Models Ulrich Puchala
0Tt De Tura Michael Roberts Unsted Empire
CMK Dr. Hoch Mike Blank Verbist 120mm
DML arriors EM.L Mil-Art Verlinden 120mm
Eduard Jordi Rubio Yanks Miniatures }-‘.u-:ll Point M'I,' Men V.--Hw
Elephant Kirin Zvesda §1 % Bragon by b i
Emhar Kommeraden and a lot more! Flisrsa haotel Celing White Medals
SRR AR L it | = Elite Monsters In Motion Woll

tha

Complete kit

Pak40 Vreuzlafette

35191

Conversion

Sdicfz. 234/4 late Ak7b

5190
Sdkfz. 234/4
Pakwagen
Convarsion

DM 79.”

DRY TRANSFERS

Over 200 ditferent sheets for:
B US vehicles

B German vehicles
B British vehicles

B Soviet vehicles

B Figures & Dioramas

MORE BEING ADDED MONTHLY!

NEW!

Dealer inquiries welcome!

NEW! Illustrated Catalog $8 (retundeo win firstorder)

(.PDF format catalog can be downloaded from website for FREE!)

ARCHER FINE TRANSFERS

1205 Silvershire Way, Knightdale, NC 27545, USA
www.mindspring.com/~transferman

24 hour ordering FAX line: (919) 266-4181

Order
Directly From:

Dorfgitingen 40
21555 Feuchhwangen
Germany

ONNE ﬂmﬁ

MODPELS
website www.new-connection.de

For current exchange rafes, see: www.xe.net/ucc/full.shiml

Number Twenty Four - 21



Militaryexp.com

0004  MA4A1 Early Hull with closed rear deck 16.00 deck for Tamiya parts 16.00
0008  MA4A2 Hull with closed rear deck 16.00 0069  M4AJE2 Jumbo hull-complete 16.00
0008 M4 105 Howitzer kit turret and hull 25.00 0070 M4 Composition hull-open deck for Tamiya parts ~ 16.00
0010 M4 Howitzer turret set with resin barrel 16.00 0071 M4AI Early cast hull with appliqué open deck
0011 M4 Early turret with open loader's hatch 9.00 for Tamiya parts 16.00
0012 M4 Early turret with open pistol port 800 0072  M4A1 Cast Hull Forward Vision Slots 16.00
irefly turret with hull components 12.00 complete Jumbo conversion for
0013  Firefly 0073 M4A3 E2 plete Jumb fi
0014 T-23 turret, oval hatch with aluminum barrel 17.00 Tamiya's M4AG lower hull
0015 T-23 turret, round hatch with atuminum barrel 1700 0074 M4 Hull detail sel (tools, vision block,
0016 M4 concrete appligué 7.00 cabis e downs, elc.) 6.00
0017 M4 with pieces/wond appligué 7.00 D076 Early M4 Sherman suspension 17.00
o018 M4 3 pieces/steel appligué 7.00 ooT7 M4 M34A1 Sherman mantlet with
0019 M4 3 pieces bolt nose 8.00 EESNY AThTE £
0020 M4 Early casi nose 7oo U083 M3BAI Jeep tires with chains 8.00
0021  M4AJE2 uparmared nose 7p0 D087 M8 Armored car tires with chains 13.00
0022 M4 early fighting compartment, interior soo0 0088 :“ﬂ':ﬁz'im‘“ truck wheels and tires G
:::3 ::':;"m'::m“";“ lighting sgg 0089 Gl gas cans in rays with straps 6.00
025  MAKIE2 Jumbo forre set with akuminum barrel 1800 00 hmercanSgnlonolcars o
2GS Md Lata dixhed wheeis 10.00 0092  Pershi mﬂmp?mm covered
0027 M4 pressed wheels (detall on bolh sides) 9.00 ot B 300
0029  Cullin Hedgerow culter (angle iron teeth) 8.00 D093 M26 (M25) Dragon Wagon wheels and tires 2450
0030 Cullin Hedgerow cutter (T-bar leeth) 8.00 0094  M123C 10-fon traclor 98.00
0031 Cullin Hedgerow cuter {I-beam teeth) 800 pogg  M26 Pershing Mantlet with Dust Caver 5.00
0032 76 mm tumed aluminam gun barrel 750 1066  German gas cans wilh grenade altached (3) 2.00
0035 M4 radial engine and engine compartment 35.00 1075  Wooden crates-3 medium and 3 large 5.00
0036 M4 Early int. w/radial eng. & eng. comp. detail 70.00 2023 {Fu) SdKiz 223 armored car interior m'm
0040 M4 late 75 mm turrel with open loader’s hatch 900 ang Tamiya Flack 88 wheels and fires 10.00
G041 M4 raci] powared tuk, deep wading kit 1800 9045  Suktz 251 and Hanomag B ton front wheels
0042  MEA3 early conversion sel 9.00 with 510w $hoes 6.00
0043 M3 suspension replacement sel (Tamiya M4 ki) 1600 2047  Tamiya B-fon spoke wheels with :
0044 M4 Sherman, M34 mantiel conversion sel clvilian pattern tires 150
with 76 mm aluminum barrel 8.00 2048  Tamiya 223 armored car wheels with chaing 650
0045 Wmﬂm of 0021, 0025, and 0026 2049 Tamiya 4 1 4 Horch wheels with chains 6.50
Jor MARILE vk o 3000 2050  Early Tiger | Nash suppressor wilh canvas cover 4,00
0052  M4AZ and M-10 12 cylinder diesel engine 13.00 2081  Late Tiger | Nash suppressor with canvas cover 178
0e53 1'.‘:';2 "mun:n:::gl?ﬁnﬂmm for " 2052  Panther flash suppressor with canvas cover 35
0061 BS 't'l ;,‘ Ton Dodge “.':ll with chaliss fn g 2053 Pr Mark IV suppressor with canvas cover s
0066 M3 hall track ogen drive sprockets . 2054 King Tiger flash suppressor with canvas cowver in
and idlers with tracks 1200 2095  Porsche Elephant suppressor with canvas cover 375
DOE7 M4 Early Sherman hull with forward vision-open 2056 Jagdpanther flash suppressor wilh canvas cover 375
deck for Tamiva parts 1600 2057  Puma wheels and lires 9.00
D068 M4A1 Early cast hull Sherman-open 2058  Famo wheels and lires .00
Please Note: Our Sherman hulls are designed fo kil bash with the Tamiya Sherman kits on Uve markel. Those marked with nmmmrm
with the Tamiya decks in their M4, Those nol marked with open deck are casi-closed. Our MIA2 & A3 conversions have own deck plate,

3502  Skybow M108 and M109 track links
3503  Skybow M3BA1
F$3501 50 caliber M2 machine gun with

M31 truck mount
FS3502 MA40AI 106mm recoilless rifle with M79 tripod
3505 U.5. 1/4 ton 4 x 4 M38A1C w/ M40A1

106 mm recoilless rifle
ADD5S  MB detail set for Tamiya kit
ADD7  GPW/MB conversion
ADDB M8 carge rack
ADDS  MB armor 5ot for Tamiya kit
AB1D  MB deep wading sel (white metal) Tamiya
ADZ3  CCKW armor gt for Tamiya kil
AD24  CCKW deep wading set (white metal) Tamiya
M3001 M3 Stuart detail se! (Tamiya kit)
M4005 M4 Sherman detail set (Tamiya M4AD kif)
M4007 M4 Bharman detall se! (Tamiya early MA)
ADZ6  Deep wading kit for M 3 V2 track
A Walker Bulldog Md1 Phaolo elch shes!
AD327 W24 Chaltee Pholo eich sheet
AD34  Deep wading kit for M8 armaored car
ADI9  M3BAI Deep wading kit

KV
Early

KVE

NEW ITEMS FOR THE TAMIYA KV KIT
41-43 Engine Deck
KV Il engine deck
Fiame Tank (turrel & access. for Tamiya KVIB)

KV Il 152mm Barrel

KV I

1942 uparmered turret

14.95
20.00

6.00
11.00

2950
6.50
11.50
7350
950
750
1250
150
550
550
550
a.00
1050
B.50
9.50
10.00

5.00
5.00
13.00
3.00
15.00

For a compfete listing ol The Tank Workshop's products,
log on fo the VLS website at:

www.modelmecca.com
e-mail vismol@i1.net

THE TANK

WORKSHOP

6110 W, SOLANO DRIVE S,

GLENDALE, AZ 85301 COMPLETE
(623) 915-3862 FAX  PRICE LIST

“Please excuse the delay while the master patiern
builder and instruchion artisi recaver from an ilness!

SEND FOR FREE

ﬁ’g Jf”llh!)‘['“iuff ‘Fl‘( h:”u lfr}:]

REVIEW +

Baplam M‘Iler’s Last Stand

m-aﬁumlhimhu_:—

ey Chevy, Baby! Ammery
Aol Cvevralet Punsl wnuck

MMiR reaches the Far East
Subscribe now
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FALCON SUPPLIES CO.
203 Chit Lee Commercial Buildi
30 Shaukiwan Road, HONG KON

Tel: (852) 2886 2290 « Fax: (852) 2886 3001
e-mail: falcon@ctimail.com  website: www.hk-hobby.com




Japanese  began

experimenting with small
amphibious tanks in the 30%s based on
the British Carden-Loyd amphibious

' tank. Oneof their first efforts to make a
light tank amphibious began in 1939, The Sagami
Arsenal took a Type 9 prototype vehicle and made
floats from tree trunks. These floats were attached
to the tank fore and aft. Two outboard motors were
attached and the whole contraption was tes
The tank was not very maneuverable, not surpris-
ingly the major problem, so these efforts
were dropped.

Later a more serious effort to build an amphibi-
ous tank based on the Type 95 began again and this
one actually went into production as the Type 2 in
1942, A total of 184 were built and used by the
Japanese Special Naval Landing Forces (SNLF) or
Japanese Marines, They were used throughout the
pacific theatre of operations. Along with its pon-
toons, two unusual features were added to the tank.
A floating trunk or stack was attached over the
engine grill for use in rough waters. A spray shield
that looked like a turret extension was sometimes
used and fitted over the turret. Both were designed
to prevent water from filling the tank

The Type 2 was propelled in the water by twin
serews and used two rudders for guidance. The
engine was a diesel and the main armament was a
Type 1 37mm gun along with two Type 97 7.7mm
machine guns, For a light tank, the crew was large
with five to six being assigned. In addition to the
usual crew of a commander, driver, gunner and
hull machine gunner, there was also an engineer
permanently assigned to each tank. His duty was to
switch power from the tracks to the propellers.

The model I decided to build depicts a Type 2

that took part in a landing on

the might of 6 January 1945 during the

battle of Levte, The landing was an attempt by the
Japanese to block the US. advance on Ormoc Bay.
Several Type 2 took part in the attack including
number 651, which was captured by the US. Forces
and photographed extensively.

THE CAT'S MEOW

This is my first Yellow Cat kit and I am happy to
say it isnot bad. It is cast in a beige resin with a few
bubbles, but overall the casting is pretly good.
There are approximately 92 resin pieces plus two
small pieces of brass wire for railings, etc, The hull
consists of a top and bottom piece. The rear pon-
toon is one piece and the front is in two halves, The
instructions are completely in Japanese since (I
believe) these kits are meant primarily for domes-
tic consumption. The drawings are adequate since
the kit is pretty simple. The only real problem with
the kit is the tracks. They are not good. As a matter
of fact, I would consider them useless. There really
is no detail in them and [ don't see how you could
use them in building the kit. Fortunately, the Type 2
apparently used a slightly modified and lighter ver-
sion of the Type 97 Medium Tank “Chi-Ha" type
track. It just so happens that ModelKasten makes
both a workable and non-workable set. The size of
the two links is almost identical with a few excep-
tions described below. The only other item 1
replaced was the 37mm barrel with a Fine Molds
brass barrel, which is now sold separately.
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I had to
decide early on
whether [ wanted the pontoons on
or off. All the built kits [ have seen have the pon-
toons off the tank. [ wanted to depict a landing
scene with the tank just coming out of the water.
This became a problem. There is a lot of neat rig-
ging that was attached to the tank that controlled
the rudders and it would be detached once the pon-
toons were off. The downside is there is a lot of
detail covered with the pontoons on. The hottom
line is I decided to have the pontoons mounted.

LAYING THE KEEL

I started the kit by assembling the hull and pon-
toon sections, [ super glued the hull and front pon-
toon sections together after removing some small
plugs. I used Squadron’s Green Stuff for some of the
necessary filling It took a couple of rounds of sand-
ing and [illing to get everything cleaned up. | have
seen some photos of another Type 2, with the mark-
ings H0L It had a separate bow section, divided like
the kits. [ am not sure if this was a later or earlier
version, since my reference was all Japanese text.
The front pontoon on my model is one piece, so |
had to fill in the gap between the halves,

I began on the suspension by cleaning up the

Namber Twanty Four 28




m}
2 EedaTalubiinges

AL

road wheels, return
rollers, drive
sprockets and
idlers. This includ-
ed drilling out all
the holes that were
only suggested in
the resin parts. I
used my trusty
Dremel Mini-Mite
tool for this. This
drill is perfect for

I The Yellow Cat kit showing
the major resin components.
Notice the roadwheels are not
drilled out and the poor qual-
ity tracks. 2 The
ModelKasten workabie tracks
come with the molded horn separately. It was not difficult to
assemble them. It is important to push the pin on the end of
the track once it has been glued to shotw the recess that the real
tracks have, 3. There were some small plugs to remove from the
hull pieces and pontoons. There was a little filling required
onice the major components were assembled. 4. All the road-
wheels, drive sprockets, return rollers and idlers needed to be
drilled out. The rear set of the bogies is a one-piece casting but
is not obrious once assembled. 5. You can see the difference
between the kit tracks and the ModelKasten workable tracks here, The kit tracks
were very crude without any suggestion of detail, 6. To make the links fit on the
drive sprocket il was necessary lo cul off part of the back of the link and the two
raised ridges otherwise
the links will not fit
around the sprocket. 7.
The completed drive
sprockef with the modi-
JSied links glued on il.
Notice that only seven af
the links require the
maodification. & Once
complete, the track can
be removed, By leaving
the tracks separate it
keeps them from being
damage during the rest

this type of work since it turns at very slow
speed; this is what is needed here, | then
assembled the hogie sets. I was a little con-
cerned about the back piece of the bogies.
They were a one-piece casting and [ consid-
ered ways to separate the road wheels from
the mount. Sinee | was unable to come up
with a reasonable solution, 1 just assembled
them per the kit instructions. Actually, since
the front wheels and mounts are separate,

you really can't see the rear ones anyway,

[ then attached the suspension system.
This is not at all easy. The biggest problem is
the locating holes and the pins are not very
deep. I firsi tried to glue them on but they
would not hold, so T did what [ should have
done in the first place. [ drilled out holesin the
wheels and mounting points and used brass
wire to attach them. I mounted the bogies, rear
idlers and return rollers first. 1 left the
drive sprockets off because they required
special attention.

THOSE TRACKS

As | mentioned above, the Type 97 tracks
are not quite correct for the Type 2 but are
very close, The pattern seems to match and the
width is right. I have a friend from Australia,
Al Kelley, who happens to own a link from a
Type 2. He said his measurement of the width
is 330 mm wide, which is about the same as the
Type 97. The cross bar is heavier on the Type
87, but I conld not really do anything about
that. (ne other difference is the Type 97 has a
hole on both ends of the cross bar on the bot-
tom side. The Type 2 tracks do not. [ started to
fill these but onece the pontoons are mounted,
it is difficult to see much of the tracks, They

24 Military Miniatures in Review

are pretty delicate
once assembled

I usually use the
ModelKasten  fixed
tracks for my Type 87
kits. [ have built several
sets because all the SP
gun versions use the
Type 97 chassis. Since
this is going to be a spe-
cial build for this arti-
cle, I decided to go for
broke and use the flex-

ible set I've had for a F>3

while. Wow, what a dif-
ference! [ did not real-

ize how much better the details of the workable Type 97
tracks were. Although [ had used other workable tracks
from ModelKasten with other tanks, | had not used the
ones for the Type 97 before. The horn is separate, which
requires a little extra work. This is not so bad and it
allows a hole to be cast in the horn, which the fixed ones
do not have, Once the pin is glued in, the holes the links
can be pushed in to join them while they are still wet.
This is because these tracks actually have a recessed
hole for the pin to go in and are not flush. Additionally,

——
m

of the assembly and easier to paint. § The
wffter screen was replaced with a screen
Sfrom the photoetched spares box, The loca-
tion and size of all the grab handles was
well ilustrated in the instructions, The
tatches for the stack were nol shown in the
instructions, but were added because they
were in the reference photos. 10, The turret
was nol difficull and the addition of the
Fine Molds brass barrel really helps since
the kit one was prefty bad. The machine
gun was drilled out and mounted using a
piece gf brass wire similar to the method

used on the suspension. 11,
Once the drive sprockets are
complete gou can complele
assembly of the whole track
Jor each side. These tracks
are very delicate but will
hald together if treated
carefully 12, The prapetlers
required extra thinning to
look realistic.

with the pins further in
their shafts, the tracks hold
together better.

There is always a disad-
vantage of not using the
absolutely correct track and
this is where you pay the penalty. The links are a lit-
tle ton wide in the short axis. This causes them to
incorrectly fit around the sprockets. After consid-
ering a number of options including building new
sprockets or siealing some from a Type 87 kit, |
decided the easiest way was to shorten the width of
the ModelKasten links. [ accomplished this by cut-
ting off the ends of the links and removing the
small bars inside the links. Fortunately, you only
have to do this for seven links on each drive sprock-
et. [ glued the modified links on one at a time.
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I built short sec-
tions of tracks
around 10 links at a
time. I attached two
sections to the drive
sprockets, one on the
top and bottom of the
tracks already glued
on the sprocket. |
completed the tracks
by pluing all the sec-
tions together
around the already glued on road wheels ete. Incidentally, there should be
only a little sag in the tracks based on the operational photos [ have, After
[ completed the tracks, | took them off. This allowed them to be painted sep-
arately to prevent any damage to the delicate parts.

LET'S MAKE IT FLOAT

Onee the suspension was completed (the hardest part by far for this kit),
I continued working on the rest of the tank, [ drilled out holes and mounted
all the grab handles using the brass wire supplied with the kit. The imstruc-
tions are very accurate at providing dimensions of the grab handles and the
locations. | assembled the engine stack and glued it to the engine compart-
ment. | added bent pieces of brass wire to make latehes for the stack. They
are not included in the kit, but are shown in reference photos. [ used the kit
muffler, but replaced the wire over it. The muffler has sereen etched into it,
but [ wanted real wire. | sanded off the resin screen and replaced it with
screen from my photo-etched spares,

The turret was easy. | replaced the barrel from the kit with a Fine Molds
brass barrel. I drilled out the two machine gun barrels for the turret and
bow mount and attached them. [ added the brass wire rail around the rear
of the turret. T

After cleaning up the propellers and shafts, I glued them to the main chassis. The
propellers needed a serious amount of thinning, but onee complete they looked pretty
gookd. The rudders are mounted on the rear pontoen. Once again, I had to use brass wire
to attach them since there were not any real mounting holes, I turned the rudders
slightly to give it a more “used” effect.

I noticed through drawings and photos of the Ka-Mi in the Kubinka museum (in
Russia) that there was a searchlight mounted on the front deck and one on the turret.
I decided to add just one on the front deck from my spare parts box. I mounted it with
brass wire and added thin solder for wiring. 1 did add a MV lens after painting
was complete, —

One last item that
takes a little work is the
cabling that connects the
tank with the rear pon-
toon. The rudders are con-
trolled via a series of
cables from the driver's
compartment. | used a
heavy thread used for rig-
ging ship models to simu-
late the cabling, The thin
wire just didn't look right.

WHAT COLOR PO
YOou WANT?

All the reference mate-
rials [ had seen prior to
building this kit showed that all
were painted gray. Even Steve Zal
Pacific mention this color and he
old "651" in one of them. Fortunatel
newsgroup on the Internet called
eliroups. It is dedicated to Japan
are some very knowledgeable Jap
men on it. One of them, Mr. Taki,
Mr. Suzuki of Fine Molds who is an

I e < R
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subject, and asked him about the actual color of
Japanese tanks during WWIL Mr. Suzuki mentioned
that the amphibious tanks were indeed first paint-
ed gray, but in 1943 they switched to green. Any
amphibious tanks depicted at Saipan or Kwajalein
would be gray, but tanks at Leyte probably should
be painted green. I thought it would be interesting
to explain why I chose to paint my tank green.

| gave the model a good wash with warm soapy
water. | then sprayed the whole tank with Polly
Scale dark green. After the tank dried, 1 lightly
sprayed it with Polly Scale US. Interior green. I
sprayed the tracks with Polly Scale rust. Once dry 1
hand painted the road wheels Polly Scale dark gray
and the muffler rust. | added the dry transfer
decals for the rising sun flag and navy anchor [rom

then cut two thin pieces of
Styrofoam, which I tapered
at one end to make the beach
slope. The second piece went
on top and was shorter. [ then
gave it a coat of Celluclay.
Once dry [ then gave the
Celluclay a coat of white
glue and put on white sand. 1
then made the water out of
Castin'Craft clear casting
resin. | put two thin layers
down instead of one, The
first layer was tinted with
blue paint. The second was
left clear.

an excellent set made by Ted Dyer. The number 651 I wanted a palm tree in my
was added to anumber of places on the vehicle.The  scene, so 1 used one from
Japanese painted the vehicle number on the vari-  Verlinden. It consists of a resin
ous pieces that would be separated from the tank  palm tree and photo-etch leaves,
like the pontoons and the stack. I then sprayed the [ painted the photo-etch branch-
tank with Polly Scale gloss, which [ had thinned  es and leaves with Tamiya Deep
down so it ended up with a slight sheen. | gave the  Green. I painted the trunk Polly
tank a 50/50 wash of black and burnt umber nil  Seale mud then gave it a wash of

paint. | then lightly dry brushed it with titanium
white and sap green oil paint, Since this tank was
being depicted landing, [ decided not to weat

too much.

HIT THE BEACH

I made the base out of a wood plague tha
be found at any arts and craft store. I built a
box out of thin basswood and glued it to the
stained and glazed the whole base to waterprd
for the casting resin and clay I was to use o

Te2

burnt umber oil paint.
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“The difference is in
the details!”

- **NawAvculable***

Injection Molded Workable Track Sets
h‘35 scale M4 Sherman Series Accessories

Send large Rubber chevron Indvidual link rack set ... $19.85
SASE for \ms 3 bar cleat individual link track set ..., $19.95

W51 Rubber block individual ink track set ... $18.95
product and TS4E1 LS. metal chevron individual bk track set. . §15.95

price information. TS6E1 UK. metal chevron individual link track sst. . §13.95
TS4EZ UK. metal chevron individual link track set. . $19.95
WE210 Double | bar individual link frack set,

P.O. Box 906 limited production ... ..§19.95

Massillon, Ohio 44648 EC2 Ermdedandconnoctorslulabmsebs

330-837-1031 pimm H%;Efmﬂﬂnrtﬂ . 51295
mail: pswarlz @ Te6 n uEﬂm1

EMah:. PRty G ooshatoon gem o S8

WETD01 British Cromwall track set, Ea m
Dealer .fnqul'res Semi workable .. Vit “F v 1.8
welcome! wammcnmnmmmm Ak
.......... o

Made in U.S.A. - Easy Assembly

COMMANDER
'SERIES MODELS, ...

BT 7A with F32 Gun (Pictured) 555 %

Conversion includes; nose, turret, upper deck, rear, detail
parts and photo etch parts

BT-7A with LIl Gun RE < $55.»

Conversion includes; nose, turret, upper deck, rear, detail
parts and photo etch parts

Limited l!e-l!lcnse

Schwere Minenraumer
Resin cast kit of eastern front mine :leurmg vehicle

A Parts GUARANTEED

Commander Series Models, Inc. | vISIT OUR WEBSITE AT:
551 Wegman Road www,commandersaries,.com

Rochester, NY 144624
e @® Accepted

phone/fax: (716) 247-3104
15%6 Discount ro MMIR ReaDERS

$85.°

MODEL CELLAR PRODUCTIONS

Specializing in World War 1

#MCI5110

1/35 Scaut $16.50
WN GEAMANS iN FATIGUES
'.U"'rl /G

$34.00
RAL HITLER
1916

#MC 51
1/35 £ $16.50
AN Wi ARMORED WWI GErman STORMTROOPERS
1916-1918
PLUIS: 1/35 SCALE ARMOR SUCH AS US CRDERS ADD $5.00 POSTAGE
ST Crinman WIMAHDERS) .. 14500 FOREK ADERS ADD 310 00 POSTAGE
A-TV Stuampanrer (TauRo)..25.50 SEE OUR FULL CATALOG ON-LINE AT
Scrnener (Commanners). . 76.50
FT-17 (RPM)...22.00 ModelCellar.com
ME IV (Emiar). 21.25 email: sales@ModelCellar.com

Phone (215) 591-9977 * Fax (215) 591-0331
PO.Box 388, Horsham, PA 19044 USA

M&Models

P.0. Box 434 Oak Lawn IL 60454-0434
Phone/Fax (708)423-7202

{Mon-Fri 4:00PM-8:00PM & Sat 10:00AM-5:00PM CST)

**Visit our store at: 9238 S. Cicero Oak Lawn IL.**
E-mall: mmodels@wwa.com
VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT:
www.wwa.com/~mmodels/

* Aber - Mamquette

» Armoured Brigade = ModelKasten

» Accurate Armour * On-Track Models
» AzimutyADY * Precision Models
« Cavaber Zimmerit * ResiCast

« Cromwell * Royal Models

* DES Kit = Stencilil

+ Dragon = Tamiya

+ Friuimodellismo + Tank Maker

- Hobby Fan * Tank Warkshop

= ICM +* Techmod

* Jaguar * Verlinden

+ Jordi Rubio

Books/Magazines: Armor Modelling; Darlington; Fedorowicz;
Ground Power; Military Modeliing Manuals; Rylon; Steelmasters.

Wie rmail order dormestic & mponed kits and accessones fiom around the workd

Additional Products Available = Send $3.™ For Catalog
Ordering Instructions:

Mo Stamps or C.O.D.s

Checks & M.O's in US funds

Allow extra time for

personal checks te clear.

%10 minimum order.

lllinois residents add 8% sales tax.
Postage and handling add:

$10% 10 $20.% - $4.

$20.7 10 $50. « §4.7

$50. and aver $5.%

— VisaMastarcard Accepted (G
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For Diorama Builders

Design and build the structure you need from a simple
corner wall to several complete city blocks with our
1/35 scale individual styrene or resin building parts.

* Cinderblocks
* Roof Tiles

* Bricks

* Doors

* Windows

* Cobblestones
* Curbstones

* Columns

and much more
Send $8.06, Int'l
cusiomers send
S10.00 for eatalog
(refundable with
,l"."l'.','!' arder) to:

Hansa Systems

8 Meadow Glen Road - Kings Park, NY 11754, USA
(631) 269-9067 + Fax (631) 269-9143

- o I

END PHOTOETGHED FRUSTRATION!

Hold and Fold price $39.95  Sharp, straight folds are a breeze

th the “Hold and Fold”
Includes US and Canada shipping i 4 !
Other countries add $5.00 Photoetched Parts Workstation

This milled aluminum tool makes it
WA residents add 7.8% sales tax iy L[; wnﬂ'l tnl;nldu”gls Iud ;sl
Credit Cards accepted y ol = ng

four inch 5 I
Send addrass for brochure or see .;?Qm{';uﬁl RD;FEZ:’ d"'pf:;";if-
maore PE. shaping tools onlin 1 A
e FE. Sheping todls eojins secures even tiny, complex parts
for accurate folding

LESS WORK - BETTER RESULTS

THE SMALL SHOPRP

PO.Box 2701 « Battle Ground, WA 98604
call /fax (3B0)BB7-B367 smallshop@ipns.com
www, thesmallshop.com

Armand P. Bavardi

Model Makenr

Resin Castings for the 1,/35th
Scale Armor Modeler

Specializing in:
Groundwork and Architectural
Elements ¢ Diorama
Accessories

Attention to quality and detail have made my
products a favorite with modelers since 1992

For a fully illustrated catalog of over 200 items,
please send check or money order for $4.50
(Refunded with first order) to:

Armand P. Bayardi ® Model Maker

P0O.Box 50 = Penns Park, PA 18343 USA
[Retziler Inquiries Invited)
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THE ARMOR SHOP

3548 Silverado Drive
Columbus, Ohio 43228

The first ARMOR ONLY Hobby Shop for
the discriminating armor modeler

ANNOUNCING:

WE'VE ADDED

ACCURATE ARMOUR
&

FRUILMODELLISMO

TO OUR LINES |

Your one-stop shop for kits, accessories, tools, paints, and reference book s

E-mail us at armorshop@aol.com
Shop on the web at www.armorshop.com

NO-HASSLE MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

Latest catalog $4, refundable with first order

MASTERCARD, VISA, AMEX & DISCOVER ACCEPTED
FAX your order to us at (614) 279-2168

“NO PLANES - NONE OF THE TIME”
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“Arsefial of Democracy” during WWII

was this ton-and-a-half panel truck,

commonly used for a commumications

vehicle, Very cramped with a full
suite of radios, it was supplanted after the war by
the HQL7 shelter, a box shaped enclosure that
slipped into the bed of the standard deuce and a
half. (I spent many hours in one of these, fitted
out as a telephone-teletype van, in my Marine
Corps years.)

ADV-Azimut has a reputation for marketing
some of the less well known items of the war, and
this is no exception. I could not find a picture of it in
any of my WWII books, a collection approaching
500 volumes, not counting magazines. Our esteemed
editor did furnish me with a copy of the French
magazine Steelmasters, the December ‘04-January
‘05 issue, which has photos of a model. [ should state
that I'm sure there are lots of photos out there, ]
don't usually do soft skins, so | have limited refer-
ences on them, By the way, thisis an all wheel drive
truck with dual rear tires, making it the forerunner
of that darling of the pickup truck set, the "doolie.”

The Kit

This is a typical ADV kit, multimedia, with the
majority of parts in resin, with a few white metal
and a couple of small photo-etched frets. I didn’t
think this kit was up to the normal level of this com-
pany, There was an excess of flash. some of it in
places that adversely affected fil. The big problem,
though, was with the instructions. In a word, they
suck. Not only were they not too clear, a commaon

- -
thurned pul by the

with ADV, but they were just
plain wrong and misleading. For example; the
frame is shown separate from the vehicle floor. It
isn't. The two are molded as one piece. Little subr
diagrams are supposed to inform; instead they are
just confusing Although the radios are shown set
up outside the vehicle, there's nothing to show how
they go inside. (The Steelmasters article has an
inside shot of the HQIT; since it's about twice as big,
this is no help.) For the amount of money these kits
cost, there should be a decent set of plans, [ guess
we should be thankful there are plans. You can
spend thirty bucks for one of ADV's Hangelafette
turrets, a fairly complex assembly, and get no plans.
To add to the aggravation, the fit is only so-so. |
got two right side rear fenders instead of a right
and a left. The instructions tell you this is a sym-
metrical installation: to do this you need a right and
left. Elemental. And then the fit of the body to the
fenders is poor, requiring strip filler and putty. It's
not just me, either. The guy who built the one for
Steelmasters had the same trouble. I got no tail
lights, and had to dig through my spares for a pair
{ever notice when you're looking for a pair of any-
thing, how many one-of-a-pair thingies you have?).
And then there's the windows/windshield. A piece
of elear plastic is provided; you get to eut your own.
Not a big deal, right? Just use the templates...uh, no
templates. This makes what is already an aggravat-
ing chore really bad.

Constructlon
[ started with the chassis, which required a hot

water

bath to fix a warping problem. The springs, made of
white metal, go on first. The hangers (the U-shaped
brackets that hold the ends of the springs) were
bad. One was broken. Since you can't see it on the
finished model, [ didn't worry about it. One was
warped, which will adversely affect the “sit” of the
vehicle. The springs are so soft, though, that I just let
the glue dry, and then ‘tweaked' the spring itsell
into shape,

Put the power takeoff unit, which is the big
thing in the middle of the chassis that distributes
power to the front and rear wheels, on next. The
mounting hole will have to be drilled out, like all
the mounting holes on this kit. Keep those drill bits
handy, The plans tell you to put a shaft from the
transmission to this unit; it's molded in. Do drill out
all the holes on the unit before installation.

Put the exhaust system on before the front axle
s0 you'll have room to work. My system was hroken
in 50 many bits, caused by casting long, thin parts,
that it was easier to replace it with Plastruct coat-
od wire (.050) than to fix it. I drilled the muffler all
the way through, threaded it on, and made the
required hends. Then the two hangers went on, The
mounting hole for the engine end of the pipe was
drilled out, then the whole thing was attached.

Now the front and rear axles can go on, after
you fix all the screwed up stuff. The good news is
that the axles have wire running through them for
strength; the bad news is, as much work as you have
to do on them, they need it.
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One side of the front axle has a very nice female joint to accept the male fitting on the inside of
the front wheel. The other side has a big block of resin that won't fit anything Go to the sander, and
remove most, but not all, of the block. Remove the male mount from the inside of one front wheel,
leaving the inside of the wheel as flat as you can, Dry fit the two sides, sanding a little of the block
as you go, until the two sides are even. Now the front axle and its propeller shaft can go on.

Use a 075 bit and drill out the mounting holes for the rear axle on the two inside rear wheels.
Sand the excess resin around the wire rod at the axle ends to fit this hole. Dry [it a set of wheels
with the axle; you may have to shorten one side or the other to fit. Now put this axle and its shaft
on, Despite all the aggravation with the axles, the center sections of both were absolutely beau-
tifully east; all the ribs are as erisp and clean as can be.

The trailer hitch was next. It didn't even come close to fitting, so the hole
had to be drilled and the unit sanded down to fit. There were a few photor
etched parts the plans say to put on the chassis, but the instructions were so
bad as to placement and part description | didn't bother, except for the bat-
tery box. This goes on the utside of the frame even with the slot in the run-
ning board on the right side. Don’t put the battery in until after you paint. [
did put on the white metal steering arms on the front suspension with a rod
connecting them.

The tires/wheels can be installed now, Since you're mating flat surface
to flat surface on one side of the front, be careful about lining this up. I glued
the ‘good’ front wheel on first, so I'd have a reference.

Of course, all this stuff has to be painted as yon go, the chassis and springs
first, before the exhaust, since the exhaust has to be painted rust. [ painted the
underside, the axles and shafts, and the wheels brown drab, to give a ‘dirt’ contrast to the olive drab
coat of the upper body.

At this point, you can flip the thing onto its wheels. If there is a “sit” problem (one whee] not
touching the ground), carefully bend the affected spring to fix it. The interior can go on now,
Nothing is really complex here, but dry fit the body to make sure the levers and steering shaft don't
conflict with it. The shaft was made from more of the Plastruct wire, with mounting hole and
steering wheel drilled to fit (the furnished shaft was broken),

(Ome radio (the BC 610-E) has mounts molded in the floor, so at least you can tell where that one
goes. The plans show its antenna tuning unit mounted on top; it won't fit in this vehicle, although it
does in the HQ-1T. T put it in next to the main unit. | painted the floor, seats and driv-
ing compartment OD. Seat cushions were done in Tamiya khaki. The inside of
the body in the load area was done in light tan. The radio and antenna tuner
were done in black, with dials in camouflage gray.
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Now the body can be mated with
the chassis, after you put in the head
rests for the driver and passenger.
(Don’t do like I did; T forgot this, and
had to install it through the window
with tweezers. A real pain in the you-
know-what,) The rear bumpers are
easier to put on after the body is on;
the plans say to put them on [irsi, but
this will give you fit problems, and
maybe fits,

The grillwork on the front end is
quite time consuming. Due to the cast-
ing constraints of resin, what you
have here is a solid resin sheet with the
grillwork standing proud above it. Each lit-
tle slot (all 57 of *em, just like Heinz) has to
be painstakingly earved out with an X-
acto, and it ain't easy. I don't think there's
any other way to do this, although maybe
you could sand the backside. You'd still
have to carve on it, and then an already
fragile thing would be even more fragile.
Count your blessings; some manufacturers
would give it to you as a photo-etched sheet
to be assembled. Work will have to be done
on the frame horns, the fenders, and the
hood to get the grill to fit, but it looks terrific when it's on.
Go ahead and finish the front end now; add the lights,
bumper, and tow hooks.

| put the phone booths on next. [ don't know what they
are, and the plans don't tell you (are we surprised? nooooa),
but the big boxes that go on the outside look like old phone
booths to me. These go as far to the rear as possible, right
against the back fenders. Some sanding has to be done to
get agood fit, and it helps to be able to reach inside the body
to clamp the parts together. [ didn’t worry about getting an
exact fit, because these things were demountable (I think)
50 they wouldn't have been a flush fit anyhow. If I'm wrong,
flog me.

[ know you're probably thinking, “Hmmm, better not put
the rear doors on, since [ need to get my mitts in there to
clamp the booths.” Well, don't worry. The doors are obvious-
ly designed to be open, ‘cause they're not a very good fit
closed. | suppose you could
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1, Z This is the front axle problem. Photo 1 is the “good " side: note the
male/female mount east on the wheels and axle end, The other side
(photo 2) has a big blob of resin thai, of course, doesn’t fit the wheel. This
is atrocious kit engineering and not typical of this manufacturer. 3. The
wheel on the left has had its male fitting removed to fit the reshaped
“blob” end of the front axle. 4. The finished chassis, with all the axles
and propeller shafis in place, The muffler was a disaster, the result of

atlempting to cast long thin pieces in resin, What see here (s my
replacement; made af 050 Plastruct coasted wire. The muffler was
drilled out and threaded on the wire, along with the hangers. 5. The
chassis/floor; this radio had mountings cast in the in the floor, so its
location was obrious. The antenna-tuning unit, shown in the plans on lop
of the radio, wouldn’t fit there, so I placed it on the floor next to il 6. The
driving compartment, showing the seals, steering wheel and controls
levers in place, The steering column was replaced with wire, as the origi-
nal was broken. 7. Body to fender fit the rear was terrible, and had to be
JSixed with strip styrene and puity. 8 The smaller radio, with the 25mm
brass rod legs in place. It'’s easier to put the doors on first.
The feel will have to come from your
spares. 8 The phone booths on the side of
the truck. 10. Left side of the completed
vehicle. Puttying and filling is not
my thing: the camo net on the
Jender is because I didn't do
a very good job on
that side. 11. Rear end
view; tail ﬁghtafmm
my spares.

close ‘em if you wanted to
spend three ar four hours
working on the opening in
the rear of the body, but
then you wouldn't be able
to see the stuff inside.

Before the booths, the
puttying and sanding
around the wheel arches
will have to be done. [ hate
to do this (it's another rea-
son [ don't do airplanes),
and I'm not very good at it.
One side came out 0K, the
other not so gnod. The bad
side got a camonflage net,
made of gauze, wrapped
around the fender.
| did the antennas next.
This was not the best idea in
light of the fact that they
were in the way putting in
the windshield and wipers,
but I wanted to spray them
- | with the rest of the body, sol
| had no choice. The antenna
| bases were drilled with a
| 015 bit to aceept siretehed
sprue. The headlight guards,
just outboard of the hood,
were drilled with an 012 bit
to accept the tie-downs, also
made of sprue. Once both parts were in place and dry, I touched the two together with
Tenax to bond them. This resulted in a bit of a kink on the ends, so maybe super glue
would be a better choice. The upright antenna on the roof was also sprue, about 7Tamm.

Now into the spray booth, for a couple coats of Pactra OD. [ like this color ‘cause it's
a more worn, used tone than the dark, “new” color like Tamiya's OD.

To paint the rear doors (not yet mounted on the truck), I used masking tape doubled
on a piece of cardboard to keep them from blowing away when the spray hit. By doing
this, [ inadvertently managed to make templates for the windows in the doors. When [
peeled the doors of T, there were OD window shapes a lot eloser to the right shape than
[ eould've gotten any other way. [ cut these out, stuck ‘em on the clear sheet, and cut the
shapes out. About an hour of sanding and trial fitting and these were in. I glued them
with white glue, which dries clear.

Now on to the windshields. These are basically 15mm by 8mm or so; the plans say
17x89, which is too big, but better to start too big than too small. The outside edges have
alittle eurve, but the insides are 90" More sanding and fitting, working with a com-
pléted vehicle with the very flimsy antennas in the way. This was definitely not the
best way to do this. What Ishould have done is fit the windshield to the body before
bing it to the chassis and mask it of f to paint.




British service.

12 The windshield wipers are
photoetched and are really nice!
13. Rear; the stencil on the door
reads “Caution Left Hand Drive.”
14. Vehicle with complete radios
un? “caffre”/seat, P
. T e

e
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The side windows were comparatively easy. Trace the top of the window area
(before mounting the body, of course), and then cut out the size window you want. Since
these windows rolled up and down, you can go from full size, if you're a glutton for pun-
ishment, all the way to no windows at all, or rolled all the way down. I put just enough
on to show windows; remember, the smaller they are, the easier to install. Keep in mind
that white glue isn't very strong I knocked both the side windows out dry brushing, and
had to do the whole thing again.

We're down to finishing touches now, The windshield wipers, spectacular litile
photo-etched parts, went on next. These should mount away from each other, not like
modern wipers that would be parallel. The rear view mirrors were next, their lenses
painted gunmetal with a gloss overeoat. The tail lights were painted gloss red, and then
the rear doors installed. The vehicle was done, but 1 wasn't finished yet.

There were still two radios and a cabinet/seat combination to do, The diagrams in the plans
show these all hooked together with cables, but I didn’t go to this extreme, as | wanted to be able
to move the stulf around. Connecting the units would be good for a diorama.

First I did the “coffre, CH-89 A" as identified in the plans. (Coffre translates as “chest, locker,
or tool box",) This consisted of a long chest with sliding panels in the front, used as aseat in front
of the radios; as a seal it has two back rests with eushions. Since this would be very ‘tippy’ in use,
it also has a couple of supports (so one guy stretching his legs wouldn't be able to flop the whole
thing over on its back), The cushions for the back rests, the back rests themselves, and the ‘coffre’
were all provided, but the seat cushions clearly shown were not. Again [ went to the spares and
was able Lo dig out four seat cushions,

The radios required doors, split horizontally, to their cabinets made from sheet plastic. The
smaller one's doors measured Tmm by 22mm; the larger one Tmm by 35mm. These have photo-
etehed braces, the shorter ones on the bottom, the longer on top.

Legs for the radios were made from brass rod, cut 25mm in length, The feet were not provid-
ed, and I made them from some round plastic bits [ got from my spares, The cabinets | painted 0D,
after filling some casting flaws, and the radios were painted black, dry
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eelmasters magazine, No. 6 Decembe 4-J3
of the kit that contains two photos of the HQ17.

brushed with dark gray.
Also shown in the plans were a set of wire reels not provided but essen-

Azimut Chevrolet K51 “Panel.” Kit number 35063. Kit graciously provided by  tial if these are to be used in a diorama; and a set of upright ‘coffres’ that
the U.S. distributor, The Right Stuff Distributor. Suggested retail price $105.98. A  could be the phumg booths in their demounted mode. The wiring diagram
fair amount of time has transpired between the submission of this sample and  &ls0 shows everything hooked to the power supply, the K-52 trailer/genera
the review, so it would be wise 1o check on avallability before ordering (sorry).  tor, separately offered by Azimut (their 25047). This stuff is all very nice,

but I'd rather a little more care had been lavished on the vehicle itself.
. Their own review Markings were from Verlinden, Pre-Size, and, of course, my spares.

Conelusion

US Army Vehicles of World War Two by J.M. Boniface and J.G. Jeudy, Haynes This is an expensive kit with some fit and finish problems, exacerbatid
Publishing Group, 191991, ISBN: 0-85429-811-8. This excellent general refer- by a lousy set of instructions. If WWII soft-skins are your thing, then have

ence book contains three pretty good photos of the Chevy, including one i 51 it hut keep the drills, putty, and spares box close at hand. 92

—Joe Morgan
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1e German firm Borgward received its
contraet to build an explosive charge
carrier with remote control capability
in the fall of 1941. The firm produced
1,180 vehicles through November 1844,

There were three production versions,
Ausf. A, B, and C. Although all shared the same basie
suspension layout, the C version differed from its
predecessors with heavier weight, larger engine, and
better armored protection.

The designer’s intention was that these vehicles
would accomplish the dangerous duty of neutraliz-
ing heavily fortified and defended positions, mine
fields, or other obstruetions. They would do so with-
out loss of valuable personnel and tank resources.

The vehicle accomplished these tasks by using its
remote control capability to guide itsell unmanned
toward the target. Once there, a 500kg explosive
charge was dropped, and the vehicle returned Lo a
safe location before the detonation. The remote con-
trol guidance was directed via radio in an attending
control tank, usually a StuG I or Panzer [II. During
non-combat conditions, the single crewman was
exposed and cramped.

There were four battalions formed during the
war, fighting in Italy and both the Eastern and
Western Fronts, Their first combat action took place
during Operation Zitadelle in July 1943,

They achieved some successes, but were fre-
quently lost in minefields or sustained intense gun-
fire that their armor could not withstand. They also
were hampered by their poor eross-country eapabil-
ity over muddy terrain.

The kit

Dragon is the first manufacturer to issue a plas-
tic kit of this unique vehicle. Their Borgward Ausf. B
is uniquely packaged in a box with a Panzer III Ausf.
J kit as part number 8054 of the “Imperial Series." An
additional sprue containing parts to convert the
Panzer Il to a control tank is included.

A total of eight small sprues contain all the com-
ponents for the Borgward. The six sprues of delicate
chassis parts will provide an m two each of the

roadwheels, bump stops, and roadwheel arms. There

is also a spare antenna base. The remaining forty
parts complete the model. Soft, flexible styrene
tracks are included. No figure is provided in this kit.

The model is accurate as it is out of the box. Any
detailing done Lo the Kit is only necessary to “dress it
up.” There is a lack of internal detail, which will be
discussed later.

It is only possible to build one version with this
kit. The decals supplied limit the marking choices to
one vehicle with the 313 Funklenktruppen during
the spring of 1943,

Although the Borgward comes with a Panzer II,
this article will only concern construction of the
Borgward. The Panzer Il Ausf. ] has been released
before as its own kit and there are no surprises with
this one,

At the time of this model’s construction, only
Eduard offers a photo-etch detail set. However, their
set is designed for Dragon’s Borgward Ausf. A
Fortunately, most parts can be used with the Ausf. B.
While the Eduard set is not as comprehensive as it
could be, it does make important improvements to
the kil The installation of the Eduard pieces will be
commented upon as the article progresses,

Assembly - hull & interior

Assembly begins with the main hull components:
twu sides, floor, rear and roof. Careful alignment is
necessary here since there are no locator pins.
Nonetheless, the [it was fine and only needed a little
filler work at the rear plate. The photo-etch set
includes two circular grills to add to the belly, but
they were better off saved for the parts box.

The single piece roof has openings for the engine
access doors and ventilation. [t was warped quite a
bit, probably due to its fragile nature reacting to the
stress of packaging.

Right off the bat the lack of interior detail is
obvious. Dragon's ef fort to make the interior accessi-
ble is laudable, but with nothing included to install
in there, it really comes up lacking The open driver's
! ent, with only a seat and instrument
panel lacks_. basic control devices like shifters and

] IV FusfB mym trector

pedals. The missing control radio is a major interior
component. Interior references for this vehicle are
rare, 5o going at it on the fly could be difficult.

Not much help was found by looking towards the
Eduard photo-etch set. The clear acetate instrument
dial faces improved the kit's instrument panel, but
that’s all.

Relying heavily on an interior sketch in the
“Ground Power” reference cited at the end of the
article, a basic interior was created. The sketch
helped place components on the model where they
belonged. Parts sources were the parts box and bits
of styrene and other materials on hand.

The area behind the seat is just barely visible, so a
battery was made from styrene with metal rod ter-
minals and installed on the floor. Then a 1/48 scale
tank kit engine and suitable-looking parts were clut-
tered around to simulate the engine compartment. It
didn’t take much effort to depict a busy interior.

The radio control interface sits between the driv-
er and the transmission. It's not included in the kit
and quite ohviousif the side escape hateh is left open.
(mne was made from styrene and mounted to L-
shaped styrene legs. Copper wire was glued to the
rear and snaked below and towards the vehicle's rear.

Transmission and drive shaft parts were
obtained again from donors to the parts box. A spare
piece of diamond grid phato etch was glued to the
floor, and torsion bars running on the floor were
simulated with brass tubing Gearshift levers were
made from small pins The floor pedals and parking
brake were made [rom styrene.

The driver’s console was sanded smooth and
painted white. The Eduard acetate film instrument
dials were then sandwiched between the console
and a photo-etch face, The console rear was detailed
with pieces of styrene rod and fine wire to simulate
the instrument housings.

The interior components were painted 4 custom
mixture of Red and Black to simulate German
Primer Red. The radio and transmission were paint-
ed dark green, and everything else was painted with
logical color choices for their location or funetion.
Tan pastel chalk was sprinkled over a floor wet with
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clear matte finish to simulate dried,
caked on mud.

| Assembly - roaf
The roof could now be attached
after adding the photo-etch exhaust
grill at the rear. The warp in the roof
piece was gradually worked out by
applying styrene cement, clamps and
then followed up with cyanoacrylate
CA glue for strength. Even though
there is a basic engine compartment,
it wasn't enough to display the access
hatches open. Eduard's photo-etch set pro-
vides a new piano hinge for the hatches,
but no replacement hatches. The kit parts
were good enough to stay, so they were

glued shut.

Once the roof was attached, two wedge-
shaped pieces covered the remaining gaps
at the front. Only minor filler work was
required here.

The fenders were installed next. They
were [irst detailed with photo-etch braces
underneath. Triangular supports on the
hull sides fit into notches in the fenders for
a secure fit. The driver side has an escape
S !ch (1a! scparates the fender. Suppori

braces made from lead foil were added 1o
the fender above this hatch. The escape hateh itsell
was detailed on the inner surface with a styrent
latch meehanism, photo-eteh chain and then left in the
open position.

Assembly - expiosive charge

The explosive container assembles from two pieces
and required some minor sanding and filler work 1o
correct the seams. Some areas that were damaged by
sanding were rebuilt with styrene or brass rod. Dragon
thoughtfully included a separate access panel with
rows of delicate fastener detail, Taking advantage of
this, correspanding holes were drilled where the fas
teners would go. The type of fastener remains a mys
tery—some type of quick release? There is one view of
the explosive inside the container in reference number
three at the end of the article. Using that as a reference
sheet styrene was scribed to indicate “packages” of
explosive and glued into the charge container.

It's inevitable that photo-etch will be knocked of
during assembly. Minimizing that frustration, the sus
pension components were assembled and painted next

r
r
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1 The Eduard photoetched set for the Borgward IV Ausf. A. Most parts
are mbteﬁ;rl’ks.; l&i&arﬁkr road drive sprocket and
styrene track, c.hryemaﬁuar
mﬁ its nice rivet detail. §. mﬂm ke, as seen
through the escape hatch. 5. The scratch MH! Mdcﬁlurlor The bat-
mudmﬂomkund at the seat’s right and respectively. 6.
The eduard driver's console. 7. Instrument and wiring
to the console’s rear. 8 Eduard tool stowage, light base, transmis-
sion vent shrapnel protector plate, 9. The explosive mini-
s its
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Hasembly - suspension

Dragon must be commended for the
detail of these delicate parts. The cleanup is
minimal, as well. The sprockets are especial-
Iy nice. The attachment of the separate road-
wheel arms is keyed for a level sit. There is
some slop with this arrangement, so slow
setting cement and careful adjustment is
necessary, Depicting travel over uneven ter-
rain is possible, but with some effort.

The idler arm swings and is not keyed to
the hull. If incorrectly installed, the track
could come up either too tight or too loose,
Making a dry run with the assembled track is
necessary to gauge the proper position. The
scale drawings in reference number four at
the end of the article are also helpful. The
gap between the last roadwheel and the
idler wheel should be a little more than that
between the roadwheels,

The suspension and lower hull were stip-
pled with a thinned mixture of spackling
compound, and then airbrushed an earthy
brown. A light mist of Buff was applied to
the regions above the track fenders. The rub-
ber areas were drybrushed with a gray-
black color. [t would be quite an undertaking
to try and paint the exaet delineation
between rubber and metal rim. Dirt would be
deposited there anyway, so that's how it was
left. A thinned mixture of Van Dyke Brown
artist oil paint was applied and, when dry,
followed with a drybrushing of a light tan.

The tracks supplied in the kit are made
from the new soft styrene material that can
bee glued with liguid cement. There were
some distortions in the molding process that
left defects in the track The actual vehicle
track links were steel, much like a scaled-
down Panzer I track. When the kit tracks
are installed, they tend to bend around
curves in an unnatural way for steel links.
This detracts from the appearance, and bet-

J —
| hl

lacements would be welcome.

The tracks were painied the same earthy
brown color as the running gear. A soft pencil
was rubbed onto wear areas, and then silver was
brushed onto the cleats and guide teeth. The
sprocket teeth also received some silver,

The tracks were installed and with the help
of CA glue and pins in the hull side achieved

appropriate sag.
Assembly - final details

All that remained now was the detail parts.
The driver's armor protection plates are beveled

on the edge to reduce their thick
appearance. The detail and molding is
very good on these, so they were used
as is after sanding the edges.

Dragon has included some tiny
parts to go with this kit. They are very
detailed, but can be difficult to han-
dle and clean up. The Eduard photo-
eteh set came in handy replacing
some of these and others were
replaced from scratch. The Notek
base, rear vent louver and screen,
transmission vent shrapnel plate,
convoy light and explosive container
release hardware were all replaced
by Eduard PE. Their grill screen
was a well-needed addition to
the big hole above the transmis-
sion. The kit antenna base,
engine door latches, arm release
bolts, and L-shaped guard in
front of the driver were
replaced with more defined
parts from scratch. The engine
exhaust pipe was drilled out, as |

was the rear tow shackleanda £

drain hole. V-’ ;

References indicate that
some vehicles retained a muf
fler mounted horizontally at
the rear. Dragon should have
included this option.

]

10, The rear of the unfinished kit showing the Eduard convoy light
and engine pents, 11, The DML escape hateh with styrens latch, Show
Modelling PE chain, and punched rivels. 12 View overhead showing
nice effort by DML with the rivet and hinge detail. A peek down
inside the driver's position reveals the Edvard console. The added
radio is partly visible. Note also the weld line at the roof joint. 13..
Close-up view recealing driver's protection, anfenna base, and weld
lines. 14. The 500-kg explosive charge container with lid ajar. The lid
would probably be secured with quick release fasteners to facilitate
changes in the explosive amount. Note the dried mud effect. 15, Rear
view with MV Lenses atop stalk for greater remole operator visibili-
ty, PE lonver and screen, and engine door lalches, The sleek lines are
evident here. The shipping stencil and markings on rear are Decal
Star dry transfers.
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summer conditions on the Eastern Front, A custom
mix of Dunkelgelb was made with mostly acrylic
Gunze Sangyo Dark Yellow and a little Tan. This
was sprayed over the whole model after thinning
slightly with distilled water. All spraying was done
using an Iwata double action airbrush,

The markings were applied before the camou-
flage. I wanted to use dry transfers by Decal Star.
The sheet has seven different types of company
markings, one vehicle data transport stencil, and
one vehicle number. There are no Balkenkreuz
markings on the sheet, but references indicate that
they were not of ten used on these vehicles.

Placement is the key to transfers and if
anchored well, they will come off their backing
properly. These worked well when that advice was
followed and nothing beats their appearance. A
sealing clear eoal is recommended Lo avoid lifting
them with clumsy fingers.

Tamiya Field Green was then sprayed in a ran-
dom, squiggly pattern, working around the mark-
ings, Tamiva Smoke was sprayed very lightly into
recessed areas for contrast. The previous earth
brown mixture was selectively sprayed in areas to
make a soft {ransition between the dirty undercar-
riage and the rest of the model.

A thinned mixture of Van Dyke artist oil paint

anid mineral spirits was then applied to surface fea-

tures of the model, emphasizing the recessed areas.

When dry, another artist oil mixture straight from
the tube was made to depict a tan color and then

Dragon Pz Kpfw. il Aust. J Control Tank & Borgwartl IV Ausf, B, Kit nurmber 9054, Stggested retall $30.04

Eduard Bargward IV Aust, A. Kt number 85261,

References

puUng Fover i, 44 = Genmman Hemots Caniroied
tiori. Perod photographs. mtsetn
(Httn/AWwwivbs arpBl ndels'mgﬁs‘hwmnm -
Gerrear Hemde GD'WM U’I-TS 1
0502
{rarsie

ed refall $20,00.
Decal Star Borgward IV, Transler number D010, Sugde sied f_.
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drybrushed over the whole model. Detail painting
and some final parts attachments were made before
receiving a final coat of elear matte finish,
Caonclusian

Dragon suce ml’ulh molded this kit with lots of
detail and r few flaws. Despite the stretchy
tracks and aplirm internal detail shortcomings, this
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kit builds into a very nice rendition of an unusual
vehicle, The delicate pieces demand careful trim-
ming and cleaning, but they are worth the effort in
the end. Dragon is proving that th ake a qual
ity product and their latest re e definite
improvements over their earlier ones!

A

- John Robinson

Die Wehrmacht

New From Ryton Publications

"mmmm « Hundreds of photos of Wehrmacht troops and
" equipment in action and detail » Excellent reference for WWI
figure modelers and enthusiasts « $47.50

Available Now!
§18.00
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] Hobbies

MAIL ORDER

Discounted:

Aber Photo Etch Cornerstone Models Hudson and Allen Royal Models
Academy/Minicraft Cromwell Models ICM Soldiers Figure Kits
Accurate Armour Curbside Dioramics Italeri Sovereign Models

Accurate Miniatures Custom Dioramics Jager Miniatures Stencilit
ADV/Azimut DES Kits Jaguar Tamiya
AFV Club Dragon Models Ltd. Kirin Tank Workshop
Chesapeake Dynasty Resin Model Cellar Testors
Gulf Stream Eduard ModelKasten Vallejo Model Colors
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Creating the 8.8 cm FlaK 37

Selbstafahriafette
~ (auf 18-ton Zugkraftwagen) »

,

he model of ‘

the 88cm gun

from Tamiva has been around for

approximately 30 vears now and is

sadly showing its age. [ can remem
ber it being the second kit T ever made and my mem
ories were exeessively optimistic. It appears to be a
compendium of all known features ever seen of this
gun. In essence, the modeling of this gun only ealls
for improvements and super-detailing. The parts
omitted are as important as those to be improved or
super-detailed. [ did nse Eduard's etched set but this
is next to useless, apart from the negatives for the
data fransmission dials. The etched metal was gen-
erally under scaled, and for those wishing to use
the standard 88mm FlaK shield, it was useless due
1o this reason.

With this kit, you start at stage 5. Remember
that you are making the FlaK37 and all items relat-
ed to the 36 should be omitted. Discard Al3 which is
attached to the Recuperator (A10), [ used two brass
equilibrators made some years ago by Brian Wells,
In Stage 6, the barrel was replaced with one sup-
plied by Jordi Rubie. The breech block s also sim-
plistic and crude and needs a lot of detailing, as
does Stage 7. Refer to the unpainted model for ref-
erence. [t was at this stage that I included the nega-
tives for the dials found on parts A37, A45 and 46.
Sand off the face and carefully attach the nega-
tives. The etched metal face should now be most
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care-

fully glued on, The
rim between the
etched set and the plas-
tic may need careful filling. The assembly of the
gun cradle represents the single biggest detailing
on the 88. [ used the kit's for basic measurements.
On a plece of printer's aluminum, I carefully drew
the shape; i.e. two exact rectangles (the sidewalls)
and cne for the base. The cradle should be made
from one piece of aluminum, with the sidewalls
produced from lightly scoring the sheet and then
bending into position. Onto this U-shape I glued two
brass (Ix1mm) T-beams, which provided the rails
for the recoil. The next stage was o fill the U-shape
with plasticard to strengthen the sidewalls (not the
last 15mm, which will require detailing), All other
detail was now added, including the small bolts,
using my varnish technique of application.

In Stage 9, you need to remove elements of the
parts associated with Al3 and A5 When you come
to fit the pedestal mount A6H, do not glue part A75.
The deletion of AT5 ensures that when glued to the
fighting platform floor, the pedestal is al the right
height and allows all equipment to funetion whilst
the gun rotates, Stage 11 pulls the gun together.
When you have decided at what elevation you
require the gun, [ would personally recommend
that it be glued. Stage 12 deals with fine detailing
that should, once more, be copied from the photo-

2

Part Two

In this second part of Tony’s
story on the FAMO, we pick-up
with his detailing of the 88mm
Flak Tamiya No 3517

.“.-}.

graphs, In stage 13, do not include parts AT1, A5,
and AG0. At this stage [ would install the gun. For
those not owning a vacu-forming machine, you need
to decide whether you will install the kit's shield, or
the Lype shown in the IJh'I'n”S:I"d]lII.H.

To the serious modeler, a small vacu-forming
machine is indispensable. It enables complex
shapes to be formed, together with rims and other
difficult to create objects. This particular gun
shield was not made from a series of straight joints,
but a series of complex curves. This is almost impos-
sible to make in scale without the use of the vacu-
forming machine. The master shield was made in
Smm plastic card. The sloping back of the shield
was made from seoring the plasticard, bending
back on the joint line, and then filling with super-
glue and powder. Within seconds this is dry and can
be filed and sanded. Once the shape was accept-
able, I cut it into two and separately formed each
side (due to the small size of my vacu-form
machine). The removal of the plastic from its mas-
ter form is the hardest part of the process. | was
using 15/1000 plasticard, which, after stretching
aver the mould, probably comes down to 10/1000,
This is & very fragile thickness to work with, Onee [
had successfully removed and sanded to shape, |
glued the two sides together. The frontal openings
were now cut and filed/sanded clean. Again the
process of adding detail was completed. The base of
the shield was glued to the battom of the gun base,



The two supporting arms were made in
brass, using the technique previously
described. They were the final part of the
rather lengthy construction process.
Remember that you don't need to detail
everything. There are people out there who
will go a lot further than I do. Model to your
personal satistaction and when you put it
away on the modeling shelf and it's better
than your last effort, vou know that you're
going in the right direction. I always com-
plete the whole vehicle before painting. If
you do not follow this principle, then [ would
adyise that the gun is broken down into easi-
ly painted sections that, upon being reassem-
bled, do not damage the paint work.

It is many vears since | produced a hard-edged color
‘scheme. Factually, hard-edged schemes were only
prevalent toward the war's end, but the 26th Panzer
Division did see action until the end of hostilities,

As mentioned earlier, the cab interior was painted
before the cab top was glued. Before priming in my
usual manner, | filled the cab with toilet paper. This col:
lected any drift from the primer, A major problem with
this model is the size and weight. With the amount of
brass, aluminum, ete. it was certainly in the heavy
weight fighting class! I never successfully found a way
to hold the vehicle, other than with my hands. I iry to
avoid this, as acrylic paint will polish up very quickly if
handled. The 88 was kept separate until completed,
when | finally glued the gun to a shallow pedestal on
the gun deck.

As usual, [ used a gray automotive acrylic primer.
The following day I sprayed the
vehicle with Tamiya's XF-57 Buff,
This is almoest identical to Tamiya's
Dark Yellow XF-60, with 25% white
added. The next stage frightened
me to death. | have had some bad
experiences using masking fluid. 1

never recommend this mate-
rial with any model that has & con-
siderable amount of detail onit. The
dried rubber solution is tenacious in
the extreme and has the strength Lo
literally rip off your prized detail.
However, on the armored FAMO
there is not too much detail. In the
patterns shown in the photographs
I liberally applied the solution.
Once dry (about 15 minutes), [ filled
the airbrush with Tamiya's XF-58 Olive Green. Only the armored cab and rear ammunition bins
were camouflaged. [ nsed a hair drier to accelerate the curing process. To remove the rubber, |
used a wooden cocktail stick and a very good pair of tweezers, If you use any metal object to start




time a full set of

Arch
ching ekt

1 divisional

have been the poor cousins of the modeling hobby at large, with few and generally mediocre
dry prints/decals. Archer has changed all that with an outstanding product range that has no
competition. For once, German armor modelers have both quality and a comprehensive range
of prints. Coupled with all these attributes, they are a dream to apply, I was also able to use the
new divisional emblers, which have only just hit the market. Expensive, yes, but so is every-
thlmg thati 1§d hand-made to perfection. Remember, too, that if carefully stored, they will last for
a long peri

After application, I sprayed the model with a weak mix of Tamiya gloss varnish X-22 and
thinner, 30/70 respectively. This suddenly brought the vehicle to life with a light satin sheen. A
limited wash of enamel thinners and sepia extra oil paints was sparingly applied to recesses,
but generally over all the 88 The next day, in oils, | made up a dark yellow and proceeded todry
brush in the accepted manner, adding increasing quantities of white to the basie color. |
then sprayed the lower half of the vehicle in a mix of dark earth and black enamel (70/30),
This was not easy, as the lower half of the model has a lot of nooks and crannies. Again.
after 24 hours, [ commenced dry brushing, first with neat dark earth and, subsequently.
withdark yellow with sparser quantitiesof white. Remember that if you cover your palette
with a piece of cling film after use it will last for the painting process of your model.

The rubber outer rims of the road wheels were painted in a simple manner that
requires no artistic skill, Using the sepia extra oil paints/thinners, with a 80/70 mix, place
the filled brush at the top of the wheel. Capillary action will draw the paint around the

L A small vacu-forming machine, such as this one, enables complex shapes to be easily
Sformed. Mine is @ modified version of the old Mattel machine with a more powerful
maotor. Here, the pattern is resting in the forming area. For the sake of simplicity, the
shield was formed in lwo parts. The master shield was made in Smm plastic card. 2
This is a completed part, just removed from the machine, . The pattern as seen from
the rear. %, 5. The finished shield with all the various details in place. 68 These shols
shaow much of the detailing done on the breech end of the gun. My memories of building
this kit were excessively optimistic! The two supporting arms were made in brass. 8 1
used two brass equilibrators for the gun made in brass some years agoe. 1012 Very little
of the Eduard sheet was used with the exception of the negatives for the data transmis-
sion dials, These shots also show the extensive detailing in the trunion area, the newly
built cradle, the new Jordi Rubio barrel and the many attendant plastic, brass and
etched parts. 13, 14, The gun was not glued into the base until after painting and
weathering was complete. 15 T like to have as much of the model assembled as possible
when proceeding to paint. This shot illustrates my painting area and depicts the
model already primed and ready for the Tamiya acrylics. 16, A rather frightening
moment—the addition of the somelimes tenacious masking fluid. This was liberally
applied over a base coat of Tamiya Buff.
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wheel. Over the course of the next 24 hours repeat this two or three times. Allow curing
before dry brushing the extreme outside of the rim with dark carth.

The adjacent gun platform area was masked before the deck was sprayed with a mix
ture of red brown and black. Once cured, it was drybrushed with Hannant's Oily Steel X503,

I continue to struggle as | attempt to weather my models in a more realistic way. 1 still
nse a hard bristle (hog's hair) brush. This has been cut down to approximately 4mm of bris-
tle. Using a dark black/brown (I use Chromacolour), but any rapid drying paint will do,
Remove most of the paint as you would if dry brushing and stipple the edges of detail and
other areas that suffer abrasion. | am still trying to restrain myself from overdoing it. Next,
mix up orange pastel chalk and Tamiya's acrylic thinner. Using the stipple brush, repeat
around the previously painted abraded area Onee dry, this can be blended into the adja-

cent areas or streaked as rust stains with a flat sable brush. I drybrushed Tamiya's Chrome

silver to some edges and used the stipple brush only to isolated areas, for example, the

access ladders. Be extremely frugal with this last process, More models are ruined by

excessive use of silver than any other [inishing process. The very last process was the

painting of straight black/dark earth pastel chalks into recesses, [L was al Lhis stage thal
the 88 was finally glued (with epoxy) onto the gun platform.

b

Detailed below are some of the color-codes for German ammunition

E, Anti-concrete, smoke, olive olive

L g‘m or hollow charge drab o field gray
Armor piecing and case shot black

white and red

HE shell for 3.7cm anti tank gun silver gray

Anti-aircraft high explosive shell yellow
Anti-aircraft incendiary shrapnel shell red/blue
Star Shell pale green

I7. After filling in the masked area with
XF38 Olive Green, the next step was
adding the red brown over spray with XF-
6%, 18-20 Finished views of the gun,
I highly recommend the new
series af dry prints

Srom Archer.

The eoncluding modeling item was the ammunition. [ have an excel
lent collection of German WWII ammunition, but none for this gun! |
made the 88 ammunition by using my drill as a lathe. The finely tapering
cartridge cases were brass tube. The shells were plastic, again turned in
the lathe (remember friction generates heat, so keep the speed down!)
Aber set number 35 A48 provided the bottom rims of the shells, <&

—A.L. Greenland

-\ |

MMIiR RECCE

Tamiya FAMO, kit number 35238; B8mm FlaK 36/37, kit number 3517.

Aber bottom plates for German 88 and 75mm Ammo, kit number 35 A48, Side
mesh screens for Panzer IV Aust J, kit number 35 AB6; FAMO, kit number 35
083 (not essential for this conversion); FAMO, kit number 35 094 (not essential for
this conversion).

Accurate Armour Tread Plate 1 bar type, kit number DO6.

Archer Fine Transfers German Heere Divisional Markings, product number
AR35082; German WWII Turret Numbers, product number AR35038R; German
WWiII Balkenkreuz, product number AR35043; German WWII License Plates,
product number AR35047; German Tactical Symbols 1943-45, product number
AR35046W.

Eduard FlaK 36/37, kit number 35118,

References:
r 12, Flak Selbstiahrlafetten and FlaKpanzer, published by
Darlington Publications.
Nuts & Bolts, Number 12, by Dr. Nicolaus Hettler, published by Duske, Greenland
& Schulz.
Ll hi hifvi

Special thanks to Woody Vondracek of Archer, and Waclaw Peszko of Aber for their
contribution of the products described above.
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A. The front shield of the Flak 37, showing it's
unigue curved shape. B. The right side of the gun
base, data transmission dials in epidence. €. A
bit further forward, this is a portion af the ele-
vation system. 0, E This is the main sight of the
gun located fust forward of the front data trans
mission dial. F. The breech block. This shot illus-
trates just how bare the Tamiya kit is in com-
parison. . The rear af the breech and the cradle.
Note the many details on the inside of the cra-
dle. H. This assembly and the other data irans-
mission dials make up a system for the accurate
detonation and firing of the various types of
chells The spetem iz called “[Thertragungs 37" L
The forward portion of the fuse setter unit. J. A
profile shot of the fuse setter. Note the thick elec-
trical cable. K. The cradle from below.
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he Jeep is probably one of the most recognized vehicles in history.
It's durability, versatility and widespread service is legendary.
There are many variations of the Jeep. One subject that never
receives much attention from the AFV modeling community is
airfield ground support. Maybe it's those winged things that scare
us away, but there are lots of potential subjects to build Jeeps
were important to airfield personnel. They performed many different roles.
They were pilot taxis, mobile control towers, and ground traffic controllers. One
of their oddities was that they were painted in highly visible checkerboard pat-
terns of black, white and yellow. Some had light bars installed and signs made up
to further increase visibility,

Those vehieles inspired me to build this project. [ had to really search to find
references on these vehicles. Luckily, several friends were equipped with aircraft
reference libraries that produced several pictures. The Internet was successfully
used to solicit help from those with aviation interests. The project would take
advantage of the newly tooled Jeep by Tamiya. Kit modifications would be few,
but the paint scheme and markings would be a challenge.

Gt

Tamiya totally redesigned their Jeep kit a few years ago to marvelous stan-
dards. It is clearly the most accurate rendition on the market.

The two sprues contain sharply molded parts thal make complicated
assembly unnecessary, The Lires ave molded, along with the rest of the parts, in
an olive green styrene, A clear sprue contains headlight lenses and windshield
parts. One driver figure is included. The decal sheet of Ters five different choie-
es. There are three front bumper styles. A pedestal mounted 30 caliber
machine gun is optional.

At first glance, the small number of parts may seem to indicate a lack of
detail. Nothing could be further from the truth. Excellent detail is rendered on

all parts. Parts fit securely and need no filler. The major components, the chas-
sis frame and body tub, are each molded as one piece. Assembly is quick, almost
guaranteeing proper alignment. These features are engineered with no sacri-
fice of detail.

Construction - chassis

The instructions recommend a logical sequence to follow. However, devel-
aping a plan to incorporate painting and decal application is recommended.
Superb parts fit enables painting of the sub-assemblies before attaching at the
end of construction.

Assembly began with the chassis frame. Minor seam lines were encountered
on the one-piece frame, but were easily removed. The detailed five-piece engine
was added fo the frame, and then followed by the axles and wheel mounts. Minor
cleanup was required on the leafl springs. Correct wheel to ground alignment is
virtually foolproof due to the engineering of the parts. The exhaust pipe was
drilled hollow for a better appearance, The hollow upper surface of the muffler
is not noticeable when positioned under the body, Rivet detail was added to the
chassis frame near the front bumper, and to the oval-shaped bumpers in the rear,

The radiator was painted black and added to the engine compartment. The
clear plastic headlight lenses are a welcome addition, but | couldn’t help using
lens # 116 from MV Products instead.

The wheels were built from two halves that aligned perfectly and had only
faint seam lines running down the tread. No valve stems were included, but were
easily added with tiny segments of brass rod for added realism.

Construction - body

The one-piece body tub is complete after adding the rear plate, The joints
where these parts come together are where weld seams oceurred on real Jeeps,
Textured stretehed sprue was glued at these joints to enhance the effect.
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Noxt, we L

clutch pedals, They were

with realistic cushion d
f constr

but the strap
ne v are rarely seen in photographs. They were probably the
first things the driver chucked upon issue of the vehicle,

The chassis frame and body can now be glued together. The wheels will be
painted separately and added later.

Now the body exterior could be tended to. The four large handles around
the body lack ri etail, so they were added from bits of stretched sprue. The
jerry can holde sappointing. The h strap, and can are assembled

' am lines are problematic, and the cap is not correctly
s their Fuel Drum (35186) set proves,
ler was made from lead
scale chain will be thrown
in its place,

The canvas cabin top support frame is molded in three p he fit is
very good, but joint seams were still encountered at the body corners where
the parts meet. The kit does not provide an option to erect the canvas Lo

The tie down loops for the top are not included, so they were made from
tiny lead wire and at

The windshield glass from the kit is very thick and doesn't quite fit with-
out touching up the edges. A substitute was made from ¢ cetate,
rbrushing is done, The separate wiper

to the windshield, as well. The ten

the windshield frame, so stretched
with T-shaped hooks that are used

canvas top snaps are mi
sprue ones

L S ]

Retainer clips that keep it upright were added to the cabin side from the parts
box. A Model Kasten wing nut was added where the windshield attaches to the
Jeep's side,

%he M-1 Garand holder comes molded solid with the rifle already installed. An
apen holder was preferred, soit was cut in half, sanded thin, and a new piece made
from styrene was put between the two,

The engine hood was attached in the closed position, but with the included
engine detail could easily be left open. Missing in the kit are the four T-shaped
hooks that act to hold the windshield and hood in the down position. They were
made with soldered copper wire, a styrene diamond shaped base, and lead foil
punched rivets. This assembly was glued down with CA glue.

The standard front burmper can be used as is, or with a wire-cutter commonly
found on ETO vehicles, There also is a tow bar style bumper.

Items not used for this version were a very nice M1919A4 30 cal m
with pedestal mount, shovel, axe, and Thompson 45 sub machine gui
The pioneer tool brackets were made from various sizes of wire,

The grease gun and fire extinguisher were added to the interior. The blackout
lamp was installed and detailed with small diameter lead wire,

The character of this model really starts to take shape now. A combination of
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3

L 2 The sign is thin wood, stained with artist oil paini, and lettered with
Vallejo acrylics. The f” can holder (s replaced with one made af lead foil.
Note the elutch and brake pedals that were made from small pins. The con-
trasi in color shows well here. The dirt in the {Ianrbaﬂrd is FX Materials
weathering powders. Note Tamiya decals on the glove box, grease gun, and
Sire extinguisher. Tamiya includes decals for internal data plates, as well. 3,
Note the vertical weld line at the corner, .i'md_fm'l’_lirrrymn holder, top tie
downs, bolts inside bumper, and red MV lenses, The tires have brass rod valve
stems, The kit rifle rack was mod{fied by cutting away the rifle. 4. Note the
canvas top snaps can be seen atop the windshield. The pioneer tools were left
j{ and their brackets made from wire. Rivets were added io the body han-
es. 1. The small clips holding the windshield upright were obtained from

the parts box. 6. The driver's mirror contains xhn:‘y tape. 7. The hood mark-
[

ings are Verlinden dry transfers, 8. The weathered undercarriage.




painted black with
s of Future floor
uul-. was achic
d at this time.
iva Khaki. A
oil paint
t tan artist

The |r|~.1ru|m=nl
W |11T1' detai

rllrk j.‘t'u l'hn rims
1and, and

brush effect was applied.

- checkerboard

Now the fun part began. References indicated
e control Jeeps were painted with white and
black checkerboards, but the yellow and black
seemed more interesting | thuup,hl of several differ-
¢ pre-made
decals. [ figured methods would

¢t and more trouble th

Fi

black ink
-umlim: i.h
ylics. Tlurs paint is
stency. | didn't get obse

real hfe.
'\'ur!imitn dr'. :ra.n\l'ur\ were used to pai

t Bomber Group, 8th ALr
.8t ationed in Bassingbourne, England during
}. The transfers and painted surfaces were
i yli dry,
ame wash/dry brush effect was used to
ther everything.
nkling FX Weathering Materials powder over
s that have been brushed with clear matte
s ated a dried mud effect on the und
The pcmrder is made by Pre-Size Model Speci ]
and it's finer than pastels. Some was also dp[]].l.l‘d to
the floor of the cabin Light tan was used to match
the Tamiva Buff color.

Final construction &
Red MV Produets #129 lenses were sanded flat
and added to the reflector housings around the body.

and a litt
\-.]nu shield p ayed in a
; ing tn Ihl- “Il[il‘\hii‘llj_ A circular
of shiny foil was punched out and glued to
e mirror.

W .\Ii;"'sign was H[rill"lr'rdnl' thin

oil paint and then wiped ufl | heads
nulated with tiny punched lead foil riv-
‘he sign lettering was hand painted.
nounting the sign to the floor were cut

d sheet.

vy to build kit with superb detail
fect to use as a base for many dif-
ferent variants of the venerable Jeep. Take a
break from tedious tr: ssembly and photo
etch and treat yourself to this kit.«

-, .".'lf.J n Robinson

and fit. It's |

Tamiya Willys MB 1/4-ton 4x4 Truck "Jeep" Kit number 35219. Suggested retail $18.50

References

Jeep In Delail - Willys MA & MB In The First 50 Years Of Service By Frantisek Koran and Jan Mostek, Wings
& Wheels Publications, Czech Republic, 1999. ISBN: 80-902677-0-X. Primarily restored vehicles with a few
period photos. Detailed shots of engine, transmission, and drive train

Miiitary Vehicle Joumnal Vol 12 - MBIGPW Jeeps n Europe by Yasuo Ohtsuka, Saitama, Japan, 1998(7).
Basic Jeeps, the deep-water fording kit, MG mount, and lend-lease vehicles are covered. Available through
Portrayal Press, PO Box 1190N, Andover, NJ 07821, http://www.portrayal.com/

Internet and personal photograph collection. Jeep photographs are plentiful on the Internet at sites dedicat-
ed to restoration and praservation.

The author Jeffrey L. Ethell has many publications featuring vivid color photography of the USAAF during
WW2. Scattered amang them are several photos of contral Jeeps in various configurations and colaration.
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barkedon ot
that 'Wwill no doubt
ie cnscience fore
and on the bridge at Ramelle.

The most interesting aspect of this project was cre-
ating not just a World '-'n'u' Il vignette, hut one that fol-
lowed the details
addition to the vid >
ing the film were indispe
throughout this article. After the Battle #103 (well
call that one ATB) and the phnlﬂjnurna.l Saving
Private Ryan by Newmarket Press (and we'll call that

). Throughout the construction of this piece, |

ing scenes of the film over 100 times,

mostly in slow motion, so | feel I can speak with a cer-

tain assured n the subject. I'm not, however, claim-
ing tu be the final authority.

The diprama has three primary components: the
bridge, the motoreyele and Captain Miller, And in the
never-ending unl for the most anal of details,
here we go.

't re Le A
dared intaour
—{aptain Mille

ATB is particularly
bridge and NP has the b
including a shot of 8§
presumably for the
entire town set was -:omtrurtvd at the Bl“lll\f’l
Aerospace airfield in Hatfield, 45 minutes north of
London. (Incidentally, the French gir
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- Prr
@ bridge in the il
“hm . The es, if hasn't reached the
hridges BB photos support this, From Captain Miller’s
perspective, the tank looks awfully close to him, but it’s
only the angle of the camera.) This modern structure
was covered with cobblestones and brickwork and
i ive replica of a French bridge,
even predating WWIL The bridge is a three-arch affair,
with two large supports—one on either side of the cen-
ter arch and that center arch is larger than the other
two. On the movie set, the bridge runs northeast from
the battle side of the town across the canal, which in
reality was only three feet deep. A pair of trolley rails
runs right across the bridge on the southern side.

And now, here are a few bridge facts, as gleaned
from the ri]rn. The bridge is first seen as the H:mp,'
return Lo Ramelle wi  (“We're here
for him—Ryan.") S s have bﬂ-u
constructed on both sid ( :
thing to think about—where did thos
from? Talk amongst yourse Miller and Ry
onto the bridge and there are sév

M:II+-r and Sergeant

ery good view is

available. The bridge is quite clean at th 3 point, save

for damage to both sidewalls over the smaller arch on

the southwestern end. On the ‘far’ side of the bri tTl‘,i', a
Kettenkrad is sitting on the trolley tracks; a motorcy

s near the wall on the northeastern side: and a

so parked at the end of the wall, farther

k beyond the motorcycle. The next good shot and
the only water level shot, is seen when PFC Toynbe

par "ﬁ at il
all nf the bridge
en again until the Americans pull
t this point in the film, the bridge
with debri wl details are available as
Miller and Ryan run across and again as Sergeant
]]urvath makes his retreat and is mortally wounded. In

p*Alame

lmn has appeare B
ing of a few sandbags and a pile of crate
a camera, perhaps?) In all these s

that the bridge surface is smoot

walls are rough stone,

The motorcycle: movie version
The muloreycle is first glimpsed when Miller dis-
closes to Rvan that his brothers are dead. Not a clear

L
nicer view is available a
heir upt:nm In lhv same scene above
where Miller eps |
port, the motorcycle is clearly
md Ryan run to the ‘Alamo;’ as Horvath i
e; and as Reiben helps Horvath reach the ‘Alamo’
ger tank advan dtlr l

5. Shot by ‘St I'Ill_mdt 'l.h]IlP lel.l'l!l' no, it wasn't
Willie who slowly stabbed Mellish!), Miller collapses on
the hndp‘,&- and then reaches the motoreycle.

as the camera pans
iger and \{lllur

~pu*{l,] [|r»t thought [he mmnr('u ll' W.i.\ & B\W- '\ul.
s0, ATB makes reference to Czech motorcycles being




y YV e
. though not this eycle in partic
neone out there has the answer and [
was on |.|IE verge of a [ull e Internet research
assault when [ realized it really didn't matter. The
was to reproduce the motoreycle in 1/35th scale, based
on what was seen in the {ilm. And here’s what is seen.
The motoreycle has a completely different engine and
rear end than the BMW or Zundapp, including shock
absorbers. There are many similarities to the DKW, but
the movie motorcyele has a beefier look. There is no front
license plate on the fender. The headlight is damaged and
pointed downward and there is no lens. (1 have begun 1o
suspect that this motorcyele is a prop only and isn't opera-
tional.) The ring handle just forward of the passenger seat
has a chunk missing; thw‘ rings typically sported rubber
i as taken out of the lower
Ie [Pat ures hrakP and clute h ]ewh

ends like {

MW and Aundapp There are no saddle .I-EH
The driw

' s burned and mangled. (As the wounded
Miller struggles to sit up, his fingers actually move
through the shredded seat.) The rear tail-

light lens is also missing. All three

fenders, including the sidecar, have W

a secondary type of flange
attached to them, like tiny
armored skirts along the sides
of the fenders (like the DKW),
The sidecar has no rear light at
all and the cover to the
stowage compariment
behind the seat is mangled
and twisted. A good view of

the sidecar is never avail-
able, but i .

canvas top—which could be
buckled over the passenger
compartment—is flipped

up and hanging over the
frtml right side of -

is Wehrmacht; the luft

corner is mangled and the first number might be *8",
If so,it's WH B5714.
ThP pmwrful seene u[ Miller's last stand isn't fea-
C i se-up of
ing hl- 45 .md it's the only ATB photo of the
: wever, has a great shot of leelbt-rg

entire cycle isn't visible, but some fine de
picked out.

Some interesting s s. When the reinforce-

=

I'MJHM the detaily of
wbut is mg i3 not com

mﬁ!ﬁiu gives a good "f"'m'

.ﬁ'

Ryan stands up and gazes around in a daze. There's a
wide shot of the bridge, the Sherman and the burning
Tiger. Reiben has already reached Miller at the motor-
cycle, However, the motoreycle is now moved forward
about 30 feet, to the center of the bridge. [ suspect that
this scene was reshol, or perhaps a large vehicle had to
be moved across and the bridge was cleared and
restaged. In any case, all other motorcycle views—
including the closing scenes—have the motoreycle
posed on the ‘Alamo’ f bridge support.
Secondly, in this wide shot some type of red box is now
leaning against the back of the motoreyele, It wasn't
there when everyone ran across the bridge; could be
some sort of debris that dropped in. Maybe a crewmem-
ber dropped his lunchbox. NP features a photo of the
same ‘dazed Ryan' scene—the red box isn't there.

“Captain John Miller: movie version
Tom Hanks' portrayal of the Ranger captain is, as
- you know, tacular. There's been some paoh-
ut insignia, helmet markings, the color of
ore what, blah, blah, blah. We're

& not conce rned with that here. {But—aargh—actual -

Day photes indeed show of ficers, even captains specif-
ically, with white bars painted on their helmets and sil-
ver insignia pinned to their collars. So there.) We're

eereating Captain Miller as he appeared in the film
and here’s what he looked like when the last stand
scene appeared.

Throughout Saving Private Ryan, Miller wears a
dark, almost black T-shirt; dark OD wool shirt with sil-
ver captain’s bars pinned to the right collar, crossed
infantry rifles on the left; khaki M1941 field jacket
with blue and gold RANGERS patch; OD wool trousers

(lighter in shade than his shirt) and leather boots
(presumably ankle boots) with M1938 can-
: vas leggings, As Miller tells Ryan on the
bridge “Never more than two feet
. away from me and that's not nego-
¢ tiable,” he removes his assault vest,
. - so that's not seen for the remainder
of the [ilm. He carries a canvas
- ammao bhag on the left side during
the whole film; even after the vest
" is removed, he carries his
Thompson ammo  (obviously)
throughout the battle of Ramelle.
The bag is empty by the time
Miller reaches the motoreyele. His
helmet is blown off when the
Tiger fires at the ‘Alamo), so it's
. not a factor in the diorama
Miller also sports an array of
gear on his canvas pistol belt.
The belt itsell usually visi-
ble, as the jackel covers it. Here's
the gear, startin
moving clockw
went through a lot of s
A this right!). [le wears the
MIP42 first aid pouch
’ (which is

m most illl!m!ing
ol ji M‘g dﬂe, lml' one
as possible,  some of
a.l'l umnrm shals
igure. ‘l’hrs ! behind these
my added debris. This is
Mm_wkul_lc the right.

e
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empty in the final scenes
of the film) MISL1A] 45
pistol in leather holster,
with M3 fighting knife in
M8 scabbard jammed
behind the holster; anoth-
er M1942 first aid pouch on
the right rear; M1910 can-
teen and cover on the left
rear; three strangely
unused Mk2 pineapple
grenades on the left side
and a M1918 web magazine
pocket (45 cal ammo) on
the front left,

Captain Miller is pret-
ty banged up by the time

built a5 a separate structure. Several hundred
he reaches the motorcycle. On the beach, he  nfoaaBloks and two entire bottles of Pacer
received a concussion, wounds to his right ar  pragijzay were used up; making sure that each
and a twin row of deep scratches on the right — J1.gic brick was glued to the next. (Do this
gide of his neck. After Jackson and company are fype of work on newspaper, or you might just
s , :

blewn out. of l!u{ :.-l_uun-h tower, a deep g,a:-h end up with a MegaBlok structure firmly glued
appears on Miller’s right cheek, above the BW- (o your workbench. No further comment here.)
bone, He is shot in the left hand at the ‘Alamo’, | wwistad a block here and there while gluing,
while reaching for the detonator. The Tiger blast . | wanted a somewhat uneven surface so the
to the ‘Alamo’ knocks him down and a spray of — ginjching layers would have something to grab.
blood appears on his left collar; prespmahl:.‘. The arches were built up with staggered rows
there’s a wound to the left. rear of his hea. o yegaBloks and sheet plastic wus curved, cut
PITGLILY, nLE{lLIIL,'N'jii:l W iHiE a..wh Laptain .ul..{? to size and super glued into position {special
in the right chest. Miller'’s right epaulette 15 thanks 1o super glue accelerator) to form the
shredded early in the film and theresa large nip - yryps The angled abutment was then glued to
in the jacket at his right tricep. The rest of the e bridee and resulting gaps were plugged
uniform is convincingly weathered and filthy. with spare blocks and chunks of Plastruct

Those are the details. So how to reproduce  panpel The angled abutment which Miller

i I = = ] - - = ;.

them in 1/25th scale? steps into in the film has what appears to be a

The bridge at Ramelle: scale version triangular conerete sur-

Initially, the Captain Miller diorama was face, so sheet plastic was
worked up with the cobblestone bridge surface eut to shape and _‘-4“]"‘1 n
flat on & base, | decided that this arrangement ~ place 0 form this ‘floor.
didn't do justice to the drama of the scene; it's a Next, two resin sections of
terribly desolate and desperate moment and |  Cobblestone from VP were
wanted a diorama that reflected that emotion, ~ Cul L0 size and attached to
S0, | set about recreating an entire slice of the the structure using super-
Ramelle bridge. glue and 5-rn|r_wl.9 epoxy. A

The bridge scenes listed above all aided in length of Thbar from
deciding the scale of the bridge and several of Plastruct was tacked into
the reference shots helped determine the com:
position and height of the walls. T decided to
construet the bridge using one of the supports to
hold up the entire scene. The abutment forward
of the motorcyele was to be finished on one side
and the bridge would appear sliced away from
the viewer's angle. One of the trolley rails made
a perfeet edge to the cobblestone street. | called
on my trusty bucket of MegaBloks (a less
expensive version of LEGOs) as used in the
Hanomag diorama (issue #17) and the Opel Blitz
trailer (issue #18), Nothing works better for cre-
ating solid, squared forms in diorama projects,
Asseen in the photos, the bridge was scaled out
given that Private Toynbe could reach the arch
while standing in the boat and that the upper
walls were right at butt level on a standing man.
The handlebars on the motoreyele are also right
al the same level as the top of the walls. The
angled abutment on the bridge support was

position as the trolley
rail.

The compaosition of
the bridge is interest-
ing. The walls above
the street are rough-
mortared stone, about
nine stones high. The
walls are then topped
off with cut stones
perpendicular to the
wall itself and these
stones feature a worn
and slightly rounded top. On the exterior, the mortared stone extends
down to the top of the arches, where larger blocks appear, seemingly
made from concrete; this could also represent heavy lath mortar used
to seal up the bridge at the water level, The undersides of the arches are
also the lengthy slabs of flat stone.

[ wasn't thrilled with the idea of creating hundreds of stones for
the walls and quite by accident stumbled across a product I've had for
several years. [t's a rough stone wall from Alexander the Great of
Greece, which is actually embossed paper (item #5022). It's approxi-
mately 87x11-1/2" and is even printed in a mottled dark gray. And it
scaled out perfectly for the walls—nine stones high! I cut the sheet to
sizein several sections and attached it to the MegaBloks with FabriTac,
an adhesive designed for cloth work. (1 'discovered' this stuff about six
vears ago at a fabric store and it's amazing, It's handy for attaching all
types of cloth, balsa wood and paper, and even works great on ceramic
buildings since it
doesn't souk in to

1. This is the complete bridge structure. The entire
scene was built around a single bridge support. 2.
The roadbed of the bridge is composed of sections
af resin cast cobblestone from Verlinden
Productions. 36 The finished motorcycle and side-
car combination. The model was created by heavi-
Iy modifying the Italeri Zundapp kit with parts
from a Show Modelling elched set. The ultimate
goal was to make it match the movie molorcycle
as closely as possible. 7. This is the bridge during
the initial stages of construction. The basic struc
ture was entirely formed from “MegaBloks,” which
is a less expensive form of Lego. Over two bottles
Pacer PlastiZap was used to glue it all together.
Pretty colorful, don’t you think?

Phioto. Shawn Porer
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the plaster, You can also find it at craft
stores and it will add a whole new smell to
your modeling repertoire.) So, | zipped right
through the paper stones and moved on to
the larger slabs, Covering the plastic blocks
with LiguiTex, an acrylic-texturing medi-
um, created the waterline slabs. [ wasn't
exactly thrilled with this application, so |
switched to a mixture of Durham’s Water
Putty (available at hardware outlets and a
truly amazing product) and Hydroeal cast-
ing plaster from Woodland Scenics. This
mixture was applied using a narrow spatula
and evened oul. Pressing a metal ruler into
the plaster mixture before it had hardened
made the breaks. | moved quickly here, The
bridge is far from pristine in the film and
the surface is uneven and worn, rough and
smooth. The special effects guys did them-
selves proud.

Finally. [ turned o the stones topping
the walls. [ purchased some plumber’s
epoxy putty at the hardware store, This
comes in a jellyroll configuration—just slice
off a chunk and knead and it hardens ‘like
steel’ in 20 minutes. Great stuff. (1 strongly
recommend wearing latex surgical gloves
when using this epoxy, or you'll spend 30
minutes eleaning vour hands. Or trying to,)
Long lengths of the putty were laid on top of
the MegaBlok walls, then pressed down
with a variety of sculpting tools, Breaks in
the stones were cut with a hobby knife just
before the putty hardened,

Given the cutaway angle of the bridge,
only one side had to be fully finished. The
viewer’s side and the two ends of the arches
would be covered with matboard. With the
bridge construction finished, I selected an
oclagonal pine plaque as the base.

The motorcycle: scale version

The motoreycle was another challenge.
Of the 1/35th motoreyveles available, the
Italeri Zundapp seemed the closest match.
Last year I finally acquired The Show
Modelling set #025 which includes those
marvelous metal wheels and etched spokes.
Only two wheels are provided (I understand
a second set included parts for the sidecar
wheels). [ began with the sidecar. The two
halves were joined and tediously sanded and
the stowage lid behind the seal was carved
out, Sheet plastic was used to make a new
[oor for this compartment, along with
replacement slats under the pas
senger’s feet. The taillight was
removed from the fender and a
grab handle as seen in the film was
fashioned from copper wire, along
with a smaller handle on the front
lip of the passenger compartment,
Lead foil was cut using a circular
template and these ‘side-skirts'
were added to the fender, Without
a third set of etched spokes, [ sud-
denly recalled a small sel of
etched gears and wheels, produced
many years ago in the heyday of

VP I found them
in the parts box
and sure enough:
there is a spoked
wheel on there.
The exact name
and number is
gone and odds
are you'll never
find this item if
youdon't already
have it—it was called “Wheels
& Gears" or something like
that. I earved out the spoke of
the sidecar wheel, ground out
some of the rim and affixed
two of the etched spokes in
there, A length of plastic sprue
was then used to reform the
rim on the inside of the wheel.
I then removed the hub from
the plastic spokes and mount-
ed it to the new version and
fashioned a new axle. The can-
vas cover that is Mipped over
the front of the sidecar was
cut from facial tissue, soaked
in white glue and put in place.
The stowage compartment lid—
evident in the aforementioned
NP photo—is caved in and ripped
apart and was easily made [rom
lead foil.

The motoreycle itself
became a real odyssey. Its one of
the stars of the diorama, so it
had to have the appropriate
amount of detailing. The dis-
patch bax molded to the top of
the fuel tank was sanded off
and a resin replacement fuel
cap was added. {(This cap isn't
clearly visible in the film.) The
plastic wheels were removed
from the fenders and quite some time was
spent. working on the Show wheels, The
etched spokes are too large for the recesses
in the metal wheels and had to be repeated-
ly trimmed down to fit. The axle for each
wheel is also in white metal and can be gen-
tly pressed to form a slight outward bulge to
the spokes. Very nifty. The resulting joint in
the middle of the tread was then filled with
putiy and sanded and a new pattern was cut
in using a hobby knife. I devised a different

& This is the bridge structure
somewhal further along As
you can see, the arches iwere
built up with staggered rows
of MegaBloks and sheel plas-
tic was curved, cul to size
and super glued inlo position
to form the curves. 8. The
tower bridge stones are
seribed Durhaim’s Water
Pulty, while the upper sur-
Jaces are covered with a
paper product from
“Alexander the Great” of
Greece. I0. The Captain Miller

Jrom
the Jaguar fig-
ure, but the 45

was replaced with a Tamiya version. The
trigger finger was reworked. Rings for the
grenades were fashioned from very fine wire.
11. The appropriate equipment was all found
in the parts box. The holster was hollowed
out and straps for the knife scabbard were
made from lead foil. 12. A Hornel head was
reworked around the mouth, eyes, hairfine,
Jaiws and nose with a tico-part epoxy pully
called “Apoxie Sculpt.” 13. Using the video as
@ reference, the Italeri Zundapp was modi-
JSied to match the film version. Several of the
modifications are visible in the following
photos, The entire rear frame was removed
and replaced with copper wire and plastic
rod—a very tedious task. The two engine
manifolds were rewarked by sanding resin
blocks into an oral
shape, which were
then coated with
superglue; three
Sine strands of
copper wire and a
Grandt Line nut
were allached fo
each. 1§, These are
thewheels and

sel #0235 The ‘side-
skirts' were made
with foil. 15 The
kit brake and
clutch levers were
removed and
replaced with
stretched sprue, Fine copper wire cables were added along with bits of
spare clch for the cable brackets. The dispatch box molded to the top
of the fuel tank was sanded off and a resin replacement fuel cap was
added. 16. The curcved kit seat was sanded smooth and carefully bent
until it was flat, The passenger grab ring was fashioned from copper
wire with a plastic mount. The driver’s seat was sanded down and the
torn/burned seat cover was built up with Testors modeling putty.

Number Twenty Four ' 48



Militaryexp.com

method for the ‘side-skirts’ by simply gluing a wide
strip of lead foil inside the curve of each fender, bend-
ing it appropriately and trimming it with small scis-
sors. The rear shock absorbers were fashioned with
resin spares (I really have no idea what the parts orig-
inally were). Small holes were drilled in the bottom
and a loop of wire inserted so that the shock could
attach to the rear axle. The entire rear frame was
removed and replaced with copper wire and plastic
rod—a very tedious task requiring repeated viewing of
the motoreycle scenes and which took about four
hours. A bracket from copper wire was attached, with
circles the rear fender. The rear taillight was removed
and replaced with a large circular canister. The rear
license plate is from the Show set. The brake disc on
the front wheel is provided by Show in white metal, but
seemed oversized and was replaced with punched plas-
tic. The front axle had to be trimmed down as it forced
the front forks into a wide angle, The headlight was
eleaned out and angled downward and a switch and
gauge from the spare box were attached to the Lop,

The kit brake and clutch levers were removed and
replaced with stretched sprue. Fine copper wire cables
were added along with bits of spare etch for the cable
brackets. The two engine manifolds were reworked by
sanding resin blocks into an oval shape, which were
then coated with superglue; three fine strands of cop-
per wire and a Grandt Line nut were attached to each,
The exhaust and large muffler were made from copper
wire and plastic tubing. Four foot pegs were created by
gently kissing' plastic rod against a candle flame Lo
flare out the end, then drilling a hole in the opposite
end, inserting copper wire and mounting them in the
proper position. The two seat brackets were removed,
the rear seat in the movie is well seen and sits directly
on top of the fender on a small brackel. The curved kit
seat was sanded smooth and carefully bent until it was
{lat. The passenger grab ring was fashioned from cop-
per wire with a plastic mount and bolts and was appro-
priately damaged with a pair of wire cutters. The dri-
ver's seat was sanded down and the torn/burned seat
cover was built up with Testor's modeling putty.

brackets were pressed into the putty as well

With the eycle so extensively rebuilt, there was a
whole slew of kit parts left over, including the wheels
and spare, saddlebags, muffler, front fender brackels,
engine details and machine gun for the sidecar.

Captain Miller: scale version

The third star of the diorama is Captain Miller him-
self. A lot of figures auditioned for this part. The prin-
cipal figure used was from Jaguar's Steamboat Willie
& His Captor' (#63005), which features Private Jackson
pointing his .45 at the German. The legs were sawn in
half at the erotch and spread out. A torso wearing the
MI941 jacket was taken from VP #1327, US Truck
Drivers. These elements were repeatedly test fit
against the rear wheel of the matorcyele; Miller is nei-
ther sitting nor fully reclining and his shoulders rest
against the bike, The arms came from the parts box.
The right hand is from the same Jaguar figure, but the
45 was replaced with the larger Tamiya version from
#3512 The trigger finger was also reworked. A Hornet
head was the elosest I could get to Tom Hanks and [
selected one from HHOS, the older European set. The
head was reworked around the mouth, eyes, hairline,
Jjaws and nose and these modifications continued into
the painting stage. Miller's hair is dirty and matted and
this was also created. Over a year ago 1 purchased two-
part epoxy putty called “Apoxie Seulpt” and finally
decided to give it a try, Prepare to be amazed, friends
and neighbors. It's easy to mix, doesn't stick to your
hands, smoothes with water and can be used to create
unbelievable details. Apoxie Sculpt was used on the
head, rips in the jacket, shoulders and ammo bag, and to
create a new crobch and lower half of the jacket. The
appropriate equipment as detailed above was all found
in the parts box. The holster was hollowed out and the
snap drilled out. Rings for the grenades were fashioned
from very fine wire. The Ranger patch and straps for
the knife scabbard were made from lead foll. Various
buttons were punched from plastic and lead foil and
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17, A bracket from eopper wire was attached, which circles the
rear fender, The rear taillight was removed and replaced with a
large circular canister. The rear license plate is from the Shoiw
set. 18, 19 The modified side car. The stowage lid behind the seat
was carved out and sheet plastic was used to make a new floor
Sfor this compartment, along with replacement slats under the
passenger’s feel. The stowage compartment lid is caved in and
ripped apart and was casily made from lead foil,

the ammo bag strap was cut from adding machine tape. (Get a spool of
this paper on your workbench. I's a good way to keep paper handy.) The
collar insignia was made from foil and fine copper wire. (Here's anoth
er tip—check put the jewelry section at your local craft store. They sell
all types of very fine wire in spools about a mile long, usually for less
than a buck.)

Saving Captain Miller

[ won't rant on about the painting stages. A wide variety of acrylics,
enamels, and oils were all used Lo finish and weather the project. The best overall view of the bridge comes as the
Tiger is preparing to blast the ‘Alamo. The clouds have blocked the sun and there is an excellent, split-second shot
clearly showing that the walls are a grayish-brown, topped by dark gray stones, and the cobblestone street is a
very light ta; the street is a stark contrast to the bridge walls. The motorcycle and figure were {irmly pinned to
the road alter painting, and debris was added based on that seen in the film. The mysterious pile of ammo crates
was recreated using a variety of resin boxes from Custom Dioramies, GREIF, Plus Model and VP. Interestingly,
these boxes are never seen from the same angle twice and I'm convinced they were restacked several times dur-
ing the filming. Matter of fact, they don't appear to be there at all when Reiben and Ryan reach the grievously
wounded Captain Miller. As Ryan looks down at Miller, the good Captain is basically sitting in dirt. You see,
although there are loose cobblestones (actually bricks) all over the bridge, it wasn't shot to pieces for the final
spquence. Dirt and rubble were apparently spread around by the crew, and the “loasened” cobblestones were
placed all over the street surface, | replicated this by rubbing superglue into the eobblestones with an ald brush,
and applying sand and gravel. The sandbags were fashioned using Apoxie Sculpt. (Man, Ilove this stuf f1) The three
cutaway edges were {inished with black matboard. Shell casings were cut from brass wire, Finally, the scene was
ready tomount to the base, The edges of the pine board were framed with 1" square wood strip. Each of the eight
strips required two miter cuts and these were attached with wood glue. The joints were all filled with wood putty
and the entire base was then sealed with Tripp Wood Seal and stained. After the base was thoroughly dry, the
bridge was mounted to the base with bolts and washers. Enviro-Tex Lite was mixed and tinted with a few drops of
Tamiya acrylic green and yellow. This mixture was then carefully poured inside the frame. I wanted to avoid the
‘water painted on the base' look, so the result was canal water with a bit of depth.

Saving Private Ryan and preserving Captain Miller, in scale, m@,

—Joe Porler

_MMiR RECCE

Saving Private Ryan - If it's not on your Top 5 Movies list, shame on you. Released in 1988. Video
produced by DreamWorks Home Enlerlainment, 1989,

Spielberg's D-Day - After the Battle #103, 1999. Nearly the entire issue is devoted to the making of
Saving Private Ryan. Lots of insight, behind the scene stuff and 'in progress’ shols.

Saving Private Ryan - DreamWorks LLC and Newmarket Press, 1998, A fine photo-journal by Steven
Spielberg and David James. Plenty of movie stills plus more ‘in progress’ shats,

Spearheading D-Day — Histoire & Collections, 1998, by Jonathan Gawne. A splendid volume cover-
ing the units and uniforms of American special units at Normandy, Really lovely color photos of uni-
forms and details to help you figure everything out.

D-Day: Operation Overlorg -~ Salamander Books, 1993. A large format volume absolutely brimming
with full color detail photos of uniforms, weapons and equipment of all the armies at Normandy.
Excellent historical documentation as well.

German Motorcycles in World War Il - Schitfer Publishing, 1990. The movie motorcycle isn't in here,
but it will help you decipher the 1/35 kits on the market. Superb detail shots of plenty of cycles.
Apoxie Sculpt. This stuff is definitely worth a mention. If you can't find it, you can order direct at
http://www.apoxie.com/aves/apsculpt.htm or call 715-386-9097. Let's put it this way; four pounds will
cost you $21. This weight in other 2-part epoxies will run $100-$150. Prepare to have your world
rocked, baby.

Scale models and other products used are specified in the text.

Caollectors interested in purchasing this dicrama can contact jporter@cosmicbovine.com




& the end of 1944, the United States
bepn to deplny Sherman tanks
with the new horizontal

Wlute spring suspension.
HVSS offered

eral g
the ot

suspension,
smoother

rlde and—because
of the new 23" wide
tracks—lower

standard anlimant for
all new Shermans; howev-
er, produr;ﬂog.
the Army's te; the V8-
powered M4AS. N other HVSS- .
equipped Sherman saw action with the U8
Army during the war. Despite this fact, other
vehicles in the M4 series were construeted with
the new suspension, including the cast-hull, radial-
angined MAAL
I've always liked the lines of the M4ALES (or
should I say M4AL 76 (W) HVSS). With the late cast
hull, wide fenders, 23" tracks and T-23 turret, think
of 1t as the Sl Stallone of Shermans (which I guess
would make the Super Sherman the Arnold
Schwartzeneger of Shermans!), To portray the vehi
cle, | combined the hull from Italieri's M4Al (kit no.
225) with the turret and suspension from DML
WWI M4ASES (it no. 9010), which comes with link-
to-link T-66 steel tracks. [ also added various after-
market goodies, including the fantastic photo-
etched detail set from On The Mark Models for the
post-war Sherman (kit no. TMP-3512), This set is also
suitable for late-war HVSS vehicles. Since I'm a
patriot, I decided to build a late-war US. Army vehi-
cle, based on photos in Hunnicutt's Sherman bible.

used on

Break out the sandpaper

I started with construciion of the lower hull and
suspension. For anyone who has wrestled with one
of DML's HVSS Shermans, this will be familiar terri
tory. Here's the deal. DML's Easy Eight Shermans use
many of the same components as Italeri's old M4A3,
This was a good kit by all accounts, but was designed
to accept VVSS suspension bogies. As a result, you
have to start by sanding off the raised mounting
points for the VVSS suspension. DML subsequently
corrected this by including a resin lower hull with
its Easy Eight gun tanks and a whole new plastic
lower hull with its POA flame-thrower tank, All in
all, however, not much effort is involved here, [ used
a sanding block on the sides of the hull and my

tool to deal with
the hull bottom. | then giuod
the brackets for the HVSS bogies (DML parts C8) in
place. Once the glue had dried, I constructed the
HVSS units according to the instructions, The trick is
to get the vehicle Lo sit flat, since there are no locat-
ing pins to help you out. If you are careful, the
results are very satisfying. DML has done an out-
standing job in rendering the suspension. The only
modification [ made was to add Grandt Line bolts to
the mounting brackets. [ also added a row of Grand
Line bolis where the transmission housing bolts to
the lower hull.

For the next step, get oul your ruler. HVSS
Shermans have return rollers on each bogie unit
and then two independent return rollers mounted
on either side of the central bogie unit. The instruce-
tions with the DML kit provide detailed measure-
ments for placing these items, Again, this isn't a big
hassle; you just have to be careful, since these should
line up with the return rollers on the bogies them-
selves. [ then added the final drive housings from
the DML kit. The hub on the final drive housings is
too short; unless you fix it, the drive sprocket will be
closer to the hull than the road wheels, causing the
tracks to curve inward. | corrected this by adding
some plastic tubing as a spacer on each side.

With the suspension complete, I turned to the
upper hull. Italeri has captured the basic shape of
the vehicle quite well. However, the upper hull lacks
a cast armored texture characteristic of the M4Al;
out of the box, it's as smooth as my 2 year old's tushie
(but not as cute). To correct this (the hull, not the
tushie), [ used liberal amounts of Testors liquid
cement tosoften small sections of the surface of the

hull
e it 'th"

an  old paint-
brush. This method
leaves a rough surface once the glue cures. However,
il is time-consuming and should only be done in an
area with proper ventilation. If you do this in an
enclosed area, make sure that youdon't operate any
heavy machinery for a couple of days!

Fender Bender

The next step was to add the wide fenders char-
acteristic of HVSS Shermans. [ thought the fenders
and sand shields supplied by DML were OK, but a bit
on the thick side. I therefore decided to fabricate my
own. The first step is to remove the front fenders
that are molded as part of the [taleri upper hull,
sinee these are for a narrow VVSS vehicle. I replaced
them with the wider front fenders from the DML
Sherman (parts C19 and C20), These pieces are mold
ed with the part that joins the transmission housing,
I sanded this of since it did not join up with the
[taleri tranny housing very well and replaced it
with a new piece using 20" plastic sheet (see part A
in Figure 1). Additionally, the DML fenders end in a
point, which they shouldn't, so [ removed the outer
1/8" with an X-acto saw. I removed the molded-on
holt detail and replaced them with four Grandt Line
holts using my references as a guide. The last touch
on the front fenders is to add the braces on the
transmission housing using plastic strip.

Once the front fenders were in place, [ turned to
the rest of the upper fender. Each fender is divided
into three pieces, with the shortest to the front
(parts B, C and D in Figure 1). Each fender gets ten
fender braces to hold it in place. On welded-hull
Shermans, the braces were folded from rectangu-
lar pieces of metal. This is adequately portrayed in
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the DML kit and
outstandingly por-

trayed in the On
The Mark pholo-
etched set. However, my research shows that cast-
hull Easy Eight's used thin metal rods as fender
braces, | simulated this using, well, thin metal rods.
Each individual fender brace is Gmm in length. To
make sure that each brace was the same length, |
ereated a simple jig. All I had to do 1o make each
brace was to insert the wire into a 6mm long notch
in the jig. line up my diagonal cutters and snip!
Within a few minutes, I had cut all twenty of the
braces. You know, all this snipping begs the ques-
tion: If I do an Isherman, would 1 have to call a
Maohel? To attach the braces to the hull and to the
fenders, I used lmm square pieces of plastic with
holes drilled into the center. The remainder of the
fenders and sand shields would await completion
of the rest of the vehicle and installation of the
tracks (see below),

Nice brass

With the fenders out of the way, I turned my
attention to the varions stowage details on the lower
hull, most of which was rendered in brass. I added
pioneer tools from Collector's Brass, Each tool
received retaining straps fashioned from lead foil
and a buckle from On The Mark’s Sherman detail
set. [ also used tie-downs from the OTM set. Since |
was feeling erazy, 1 actually treaded the lead foil
straps through the buckles and tie-downs. The head-
lights, taillights and horn received photo-etched
guards from the OTM set, as did the hatches for the
driver and assistant driver. One note on the taillight
guards. My references show that the guards stick up
higher on many cast-hull Shermans. No idea why,
but I followed my references faithfully. On the front
end, I detailed the transmission housing by adding
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I The Italeri lower hull is designed to take
VVSS suspension. To get the DML HVSS bogie
units to fit, the VVSS mounting points must
be sanded off. Check out those hands—George
Castanza, eat your heart oul! 2. Each fender
ten little wire braces to hold it in place,
speed up the process, I made a jig out of %
thick plastic sheet. A few quick snips and 1
was in business. The local Mohel would be i
proud. 3. The fenders and the wire braces
have been installed, as have the very nice
Collector’s Brass tools. I went a little
nuis on the stowage and even thread-
ed the retention straps through the tie
downs from the OTM photo-elched setl.
4. It's not mentioned in the text, but I
left the driver’s hatch open. I added .
periscapes from Verlinden and those R
great casting numbers from Kendall Models. 5. The DML tracks before installation

photosetched  casting

numbers from KMC (kit number 35-2002), To make
these blend in with the kit, | glued them in place and
then put thin super glue around the edges of each
number, The transmission housing also received
thin photo-etched chain on the towing pintles from
Royal Models and one of those infamous comb
devices below the bow machine gun fashioned from
plastie strip, Finally, I used thin brass strips from an
old PE fret to make the brackets on the bottom of
the folding stowage rack. These brackets were used
to store the gun-cleaning rod when not in use. With
all of these details done, 1 set the hull aside and
turned to the turret.

One T-23 twiret with oval hatch
and muzzle brake to go, please

I decided to go with DML T-23 turret in lieu of
the Italeri item for a couple of reasons, First, the
DML turret has a later-style oval loader's hatch,
which 1 thought was more appropriate for a
Sherman of this vintage. Second, the DML turret has
anice cast armor texture, The turret received sever-
al items from the OTM photo-etched set, including
the travel lock for the 50 cal. machine gun and vari-
ous details for the 50 cal. stowage brackets on the
rear of the turret. The travel lock and the stowage
brackets receive neato spring clips that must be
hent to shape. You have to make three of these little
suckers, putting your dexterity to the test big-time
The OTM set also provided periscope guards and the
snaps for the mantlet dust cover. These last items
are truly outstanding. Sort of makes it look like the
tank paid a visit my brother (he's an orthodontist ).

[ added a whole host of other details to the tur-
ret. [ made new springs for the loader’s hateh from

thin copper wire. And since I'm a nut, | just had to
make a new hinge for the hateh so that it would be
{functional. 1 also made the ribs that hold the mant-
let dust cover out of thin solder. [ took a searchlight
from Tamiva's M4A3 and detailed it with some
photo-etched chain from Royal Models. Finally, 1
added a turned aluminum barrel from the Tank
Workshop, The Tank Workshop item does not
inelude a muzzle brake and seems a little too nar-
row at the end to my eye. [ cut off the end of the bar-
rel and added the muzzle brake from the DML kit.
One of the great things about 7T6mm Shermans is
that over-sized gun and turned metal barrel really
brings this out well. T think it was Patton who said to
Tke: “Is that & T6mm M-1 gun or are you just happy to
see me?"

Tracks

As indicated above, I decided to render my kit
using T-66 single-pin track, which was the first style
of 23" track fitted to Easy Eight Shermans, DML is
the only source of link-to-link T-66 tracks, although
Accurate Armor has aset in their Track Pack line. In
my view, the DML tracks are too thick and the cen-
ter guide horn is not hollow. However, I'm not a big
fan of resin strip tracks, so DML was the way to go.

There are various schools of thought on the best
way to assemble link-to-link tracks. When dealing
with non-workable tracks such as those provided by
DML, I prefer to add the tracks once the vehicle has
received an initial coat of paint. However, since this
tank was getting sand shields, [ had no choice but to
assemble the tracks on the vehicle prior to painting.
This is the method championed by Tony Greenland
and I must say that it worked out well. Prior to fit-
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A ¢ iﬂ_ﬂkd Figure 1 joints the DML front Also

';: s added to the t mﬂmnhnﬁmmmuuw from OTM,
ok rin .m Grandt Line. 8. The tail end of the Sherman sh i vk

owing the com,
1 can also see the tail lights with the OTM light guards and the
af the rear fender, this time from the inside,
!ﬁl’ about this extreme close-up is that it shous the imperfections!
mr r cleaners. That'’s how it came out of the box from Italeri. 10. The front end of the Sherman with
m:m horn guards. This shot also shows the power line leading to the horn auil.h
the weld beads on the lifting rings using Milliput. 11. The Kendall Models

tranny cover. To blend the marks into the plastic,
mmﬂuhommmmmwmmmmmm
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on the bottom of the
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md the other to 4 the
idler to the rear road wheel, Individual links were
used to join each of the lengths of track together.
Shields

With the tracks in place, all that remained was
to finish the sand shields. As indicated above, the
DML shields were on the thick side, so [ made my
own using 20" plastic sheet and a lot of Grandt Line
bholts—49 bolts per side, but who's counting! Before
starting, [ made templates for the sand shields as
shown in Figure 1, relying heavily on my references.
he DML shields get the general shape, but omit
much of the detail.

I started with the front shield on each side.
First, I cut a piece of styrene in the shape of Part E
in Figure 1. This was cut to it the modified DML
front fender discussed above, To get the curve of
this piece just right, I heated the plastic in some
warm water and then wrapped it around a 1 diam-
eter brass tube, When the plastic cooled, it retained
some of the curve, Part E was then glued (using
super glue) to the modified DML front fender. I
then added Part F and Part (G from Figure L. Part F
is the inside of the front fender and Part F is the
outer part of the sand shield. These were added
using super glue gel with a slow cure time, Both
parts have to be added at the same time and care-
fully aligned to the curve of the fender. Once [ was
appy with the placement of these pieces, [ added a
liberal amount of Zap accelerator to fix the pieces
in place and to get that wicked Zap Kicker high. 1
then added Part H to the front fender assembly.
some thin plastic strip was glued along the bottom
of Part H and Part G to create the lip that runs
along the bottom of the sand shields,

[ then turned to the rear fenders. | started by glu-
ing Parts Iand J from Figure I together. For the right
hand side of the Shermy, Part [ gets glued on top of
Part J along the dotted line shown on Part J. T then

the right hand sand shield, Part L gets glued
on top of Part K along the dotted line. Reverse
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NP e s LR o 3 M7 A e A P

the foregoing on the left side of the Sherman. J§ =

The combined Parts [ and J are then glued to
the back hull of the vehicle and form the back
end of the rear fender. Before this part dries,
the combination of Parts K and L gets glued to
the inside of the back fender and Part M gets

glued to the outside of the back fender.Slow- §

curing super glue was again the key here, asit £
gave me enough time to align the parts. When
everylhing was where | wanted it, [ brushed on
some Zap kicker to dry the glue. Part N was then
eut in two pieces and glued to the bottom of the
Part [ and J combo and another thin strip of
styrene formed the lip on the bottom of the fender,

To wrap up the sand shields, Part O from Figure
| was glued on the side of the fenders, right smack
dab between Parts G and M. Part O gets a slot cut in
it towards the rear of the piece. This was shown in
my references, but I'm not sure of the purpose,
Perhaps it allows the crew to view a teeny-weeny
section of track on the top run to make sure every-
thing is OK. Small pieces of styrene were glued to
take up the small gaps between Parts G, M and (.
With that, a whole mess o' Grandt Line bolts were
added in place using my references as a guide and
the sand shields were done. This whole process
sounds 4 lot harder than it really is. With templates
in hand, it goes pretty smoothly. Gel super glue is a
big help, though, sinee a lot of fiddling and aligning
is necessary. In all honesty, my sand shields aren't
perfect. But hey, sand shields were thin sheet metal
and took a lot of abuse on a big, heavy tank!

Olive drab redux
If you concentrate on American armored vehi
cles as [ do, you've got to get used to spraying a lot of

ol
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olive drab paint. You might get the chance (o really
jazz up a late war Sherman with some basic black
camouflage, but that'’s about it. Indeed, this is my
fifth article for this vaunted publication and guess
what? Every freakin' vehicle has been done in 0.0,
Some might say this is monotonous, but there are
just so many shades to choose from, it's almost as
satisfying as doing an ambush scheme. At least
that's what I tell myself. For WWII vintage vehicles, [
use Polly Seale #5056224. 'm not a real stickler for col-
ors. Even in peacetime, there can be great variations
in different lots of the same color paint—try touching
up the walls in your house with a name-brand paint
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to see what I mean, Then there are effects of
weather and the haphazard manner in which vehi-
cles are painted in the field. My father, who did his
basic at Fort Knox in 1959, recounts that when
crews repainted vehicles, they would smear grease
over all vehicle markings and then spray a new coat
of paint on the entire vehicle. The crews would then
wipe off the grease, which protected the markings
underneath from the new paint, revealing the
markings and some of the original base coat. By the
way, my old man says that some crews removed
external stowage before painting, others left it in
place and painted right over it,

Once the base color had dried for a couple of
days, I painted all the stowage equipment. | gave the
model a dark wash using Windsor & Newton oils
thinned with Turpenol. 1 start off with a very thin
mixture of burnt sienna and black and use this to
go over the entire vehicle. While this is drying, [ mix
up 4 wash with a bit more pigment and concen-
trate on the details. [ [ind that this method brings
out the depth of the details but allows it to blend
with the overall pigment of the model. Once the
wash dried, [ dry-brushed the vehicle with succes-
sively lighter shades of olive drab, using Testors
Model Master enamels, 1 prefer dry brushing with
enamels since the paint is thicker than acrylics.

I then got out my fine brushes to paint the
tracks with Polly Scale Panzer Red (#505112). It
took a while to reach all the little nooks and cran-
nies between the road wheels. However, | wasn't all
that careful since weathering process would cover
up any mistakes. At this point I also painted the
tires on the road wheels—all 24 of them—with
Model Master scale black. Someday [ gotta teach
one of the neighborhood kids to do this for me...

Markings and weathering

[ used dry transfers for the vehicle’s markings,
principally because [ don't like water-slide decals.
In my view, Archer Fine Dry Transfers is the best
source for aceurate and high-quality dry transfers.
I find that their products do not dry out over Lime
and are flexible enough to adhere to complex sur-
faces. Archer also has a
custom-made  service,
which I highly recom-
mend. I was a little more
liberal with markings on
this vehicle than [ might
otherwise have been
with another late-war
Sherman. [ figured that
the MAALES might be a
bit more garish since it
wasn't going into combat
and the large stars
wouldn't end up as aim-
ing points for German
anti-tank crews. Once all
of the markings were in
place, | sprayed the vehi-
cle with Testors dullcote.
[ then dry-brushed the
vehicle with Testors
Model Master armor
sand to blend in the
markings with the rest
of the tank. Finally, I air-
brushed the lower hull of

MMiR RECCE
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gradually tapered it off on the sand shields. I
rather like this effect and have started using
it on most of my mudul kﬂs | then a.(lded a
thick wash of bl ¥

paints thinned with Turpenol l went
heavier on the burnt sienna, since
the idea was to make the thing
look dirty.

Conclusion

This was a wvery
straight-forward conver
sion. Since DML used Italeri
components as the basis for its
M4A3ES kits, it was very easy to inte:
grate them into Italeris M4A1 model The
end result is a seldom-seen but very sleek
vehicle and represents the ultimate evolution
of the cast-hull, radial engine Sherman in
American service, For my next project, I'm
planning on converting DML mid-produc-
tion M4Al into an early vehicle with direct
vision slots and the early M-5 sus-
pension bogies. Il then have casts

hull bookends! ‘48 S
—William B.E Steinman, Esq. a

all shot of the
completed model showing
the back deck. The mrm?n
shelf looked empty, so I added a larp
made from the age old method of soaking tissue in
diluted white glue. I then added retention straps made
[from lead foil and OTM photoetched buckles. 13. Is
that a 76mm gun or are you just happy o see
me? When I painted the model, I masked a
quarter inch of the barrel where it meets the
gun mantlet. This simulates paint wear
Srom the gun'’s recoil. 1. You can
e . never have too many references!
One of the most helpful volumes
_was, of course, the HMiR
Modeler’s Guide to the

Sherman.

ested ratan@w'so' What.ad
S) Aumber 9010. Suggested retail $36.98 .
She \ imber TMP~3512 Suggasted retail $8! m-upgmaps one of the gre

el

the vehicle with a nice
dusting of armor sand, to
simulate the effects of
dust and dirt. 1 applied
this coat rather heavily
to the suspension and
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Scintillating

(entaur

Converting Tamiya’s
Cromwell into a
Royal Marines
Centaur IV

rior to the landings at Normandy on June
fi 1044, the newly formed British Royal
Marine Support Craft Regiment were
equipped with 80 - %5mm Centaur tanks to
be used for artillery support during the
Normandy landings. These Centaur tanks
were previously used for training but would now go
through changes to assist the RMSCR in their mission.
['he Bmm Centaurs were to be chained to the deck of
their specially equipped armored landing craft, with-
out engines and manned only with Royal Marine gun-
ners. The empty space in the engine compartment
would be used to store extra ammunition. The troop
commanders on the LCT's were to give the gunners fir-
ing arders from the rear of the LCT's using the turret
compass markings so prominent on these vehicles,
Onee the beach was secure, the RMSCR's mission would
be completed.

King (George VI) was attending a training demaon
stration of this beach assault along with General
Montgomery and asked when the Centaurs would go
ashore. At this time they were not supposed to go
ashore and shortly thereafter, Monty decided if they
were going to be there at all—they would go ashore.
The Centaurs would now be re-equipped with engines
and provided with crews to go
inland. The Centaur's mission
while on the LCT's
would remain the
same but they

would also provide close-in artillery support with help
from FOO's (forward observation officers) who would
land with the infantry. The FOO's would communicate
through radio and assist in directing fire against hard:
ened targets. The Royal Marine Support Craft
Regiment was now designated the Royal Marine
Armored Support Group. Their new mission was limit-
ed to one mile of advancement and they were to
remain no longer then one-week. However, they did end
up advancing close to fifteen miles and remained just a
tad over two weeks,

A fact that | found interesting is that the Royal
Marines did not have anyone trained to drive their
Centaurs and because of the limited time they had for
training, they ended up borrowing RAC tank drivers. So,
il you display your kit with a driver make sure you have
the correct color beret on him, (black, not dark blue),

These Centaurs were fitted with deep wading
equipment over the engine intake and exhaust and also
around the loader’s hatch, Covers for the periscopes,
telescopic sight, machine guns, crew compartment hull
vent and main gun tube were also fitted.

The commander would be the only one out of the
turret upon leaving the landing craft and he would
direct the driver up the beach until the driver's

periscope cover could be removed. Either a smoke or
AP round would be used to

remove the muzzle
cover. When
the tank had
asecure foot-

ing on the beach the wading equipment would be dis-
carded. The mantlet cover would be removed with a
detonator cord.

Onece the Centaurs were refitted with engines,
there was no longer any room for extra ammo. The
amma would now be carried in Porpoise ammo sleds,
which were towed behind the Centaurs with collapsible
tow bars and special fittings. While on the LOT', they
were stowed underneath the tank and to their rear.
Ammo was stored inside the sled and they were loaded
with extra ammo on the topside after moving ashare

The Kit and Conversion

This build utilizes the Aceurate Armour Centaur [V
conversion for Tamiya's Cromwell kit. The resin parts
include a detailed gun breach, two %5mm guns, one
with and one without a wading cover. Also included in
this sel are various periscope covers, a spare road
wheel, empty shell casings, Porpoise ammo sled and
four boxes. A set of tow bars, fittings for the ammo sled
and a few full rounds also are included in white metal.
Various other do-dads are provided in photo-etch and
small gauge wire. The wading trunks and engine air
intake fittings are a separate photo-etched set

A beautiful decal set is included, which covers
Centaurs named Hunter, Hood, Vidette and Seawoll,
AoS panels, battery numbers, T-registration numbers,
LCT loading codes, data panels and AFV recognition
plates are included as well. Oh... and the turret com-
pass markings too.

As a bonus, Accurate Armour includes Sherman OP
vehicle markings.
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These decals include a data panel, compass markings for
the turret and the nickname of a Sherman named “Fox.”

1 used Friulmodellismo Cromwell individual track
and parts from Eduard’s Centaur and Aber’s Cromwell
photo-etch sets.

The build

Tamiva’s Cromwell is used for the base of this con-
wversion. This conversion came out before Tamiya's new
Centaur kit and if vou have a choice before you start
this build, [ suggest that you get the Tamiva Centaur.
Included are a few extra parts that will help make this
conversion more complete, Not much needs to be said
about either of these previously reviewed kits, as they
are truly a joy to build.

To start with [ assembled the upper and lower hull
pieces and filled the various loeation holes under the
sponsons. I did not install photo-etehed intake engine
screens, as they would be eovered up with the Accurate
Armour photo-etched wading fittings, | can’t guaran-
tee it, but I think I read somewhere that Centaur tanks
were ot fitted with these screens anyway.

[ was a little disappointed in Accurate Armour's
resin road wheels. There were some very rough casting
marks on the outer tire surface that needed to be
cleaned up and filled. T got curious on how they com-
pared with Tamiya's Centaur wheels and after [ set
them side by side, I noticed that Accurate Armour had
a grease nipple detail that Tamiya missed. | also
noticed that Accurate Armour had weld detail and
casting marks on their idler wheels that Tamiya also
missed. Needless to say, [ spruced up the Accurate
Armour wheels and moved on.

The suspension components were installed next
and then the whole belly was painted Humbrol dark
earth no. 29, Onee this was dry and Dulleoted, the lower
hull was washed with a burnt sienna and flat black
artist oil mix.

A sel of Friulmodellismo track links were assem-

bled next, which were a bit more annoying to build
then usual, but not too bad, Cutting all those teeny
pins and preparing the track shafts to receive them
can be a bit tedious. These were base painted Model
Master field drab.

The Turret

I started the turret next. The reason for this was
that I did not want to take a chance on messing up the
decals and then have to try to get another set before
this article was due. [ always get 4 wee bit nervous
when it comes to special decals and deadlines!

There are a few differences in the turret details
between the Cromwell and the RMASG Centaurs, The
wading trunk or coaming around the loader’s hatch is
the most obvious along with the sight and extra anten-
na mount. Aceurate Armour provides everything but
the second antenna mount and this 1 searfed from a
Tamiya Centaur kit,

| have not seen any photos of RMASG Centaurs
with the left side turret mounted spotlight so I did not
install this on my kit.

Accurate Armour gives you two 85mm gun tubes,
one with a muzzle cover and turret opening cover and
one without. Because my Centaur would be coming up
the beach ready to fire, | needed to have my muzzle
elear but still have the wading cover at the mantlet. |
cut the barrel off the open tube and joined it with the
tube that had the mantlet cover, per Accurate
Armour’s instruction sheet. This was then set aside
until after the turret was painted and decaled. | sug-
gest that you do not install the main gun permanently

at this time, or it will be darn difficult to apply the
front turret compass decals. Mine was a tight fit so |
waited until after it was completely finished before
attaching it. Also, do not install the four lifting hooks
that mount to the turret sides for the same reason. |
added these at the very end. The turret was now paint-
ed, clear coated and ready for decals. Oh... at this point
[ alsa drilled out the business end of the gun tube.

Back to the Hull

Onee 1 was satisfied with the turret decals, | start-
ed back on the hull. Tadded grabhandles from 010 wire
instead of the flat Eduard photo-etched handles. These
were added to the engine deck, hull crew hatch and the
commander’s hatch.

[ added tow cables and photoretched tow cable
mounting brackets that run along the right side stowage
boxes with brackets from an Aber Cromwell set.

Next, | moved on to the wading and sealing equip-
ment. The forward three periscopes need to he
removed and replaced with Accurate Armour resin
periscope covers. These were cast quite well and need-
ed very little clean up. A little sanding on the bottom to
help them set flat to the hull was all that was needed.

The forward hull MG telescopic sight on the
RMASG Centaur’s was capped, at least on the Centaurs
[ have seen. Accurate Armour does not supply this cap,
s0 I made mine up from styrene tube filled with gap
filling super glue, This cap could also be scavenged
[rom a Tamiya Centaur kit.

The engine intake openings need to be sealed up
and Accurate Armour provides these in photo-eteh, No
surprises here just a little filing and [itting.

Instear of using super glue to assemble the photo-
etehed brass wading trunks [ soldered them together.
This makes a very strong joint and eliminates the fear of
them ever splitting apart. You can go a couple different
ways here. You can either use separate flux and solid
core solder, similar to what a plumber would use on cop-
per pipe, or you can use the type of solder that has the
flux inside of it. Both types can be found in radio repair
shops or hardware stores. [ {irst made sure the surface
to be soldered was very clean and then sanded it with
fine grade sandpaper about 1/4 of an inch in from the
edge, I then took a 45-watl soldering iron and “tinned”
these edges. Tinning means to put a very thin layer of
solder onto the part after the brass is hot enough to

1. This shot shows the resin and white metal parts. Take a look at the two gun tubes, one with muzzie
and maatlet cover and one without. 2 The unpainted resin Porpoise ammo sled along with the grab han-
dles and white metal telescapic tow bars and fittings. 3. I compared the Tamiya Centaur wheels and
idlers with Accurate Armours. Accurate Armour’s parts had pretiy rough casting flaws on the tire sur-
face but I found more detail on them then on the Tamiya parts. 4. Some of the up front details, like the
Besa MG sight cap that I made from styrene tube. Tamiya's Cenlaur provides this part if you use their

with cop,

new Centaur instead of their Cromwell as a base kil. Fronl lighl wiring was added
r wire and Aber fittings. This view also shows the addition of the gun
tube without the muzzle cover. I left the gun tube unglued to the turret until the
very end of the build. I added the turret compass markings earily on in the build. 5.
This photo shows the soldered Accurale Armour brass rear wading trunk mounled
alap the engine screen. I had the tow bar fittings connected to the tow hooks early
on but moved them up to the special fittings that Accurate Armour provides for the
rear of the hull. I bent up the front and rear fenders a bit to give them a more nat-
wral well-used look. 6. Ah yes...Tamiya’s beautiful pioneer tools. You can see the fid-
diy Eduard hinge detail on the engine deck in this shol along with the nice
Friulmodellismo individual track links, 7. Here is a good shot of the commander's
hatch and sightl. Be sure you gel the compass markings right up to the top edge of
the turret sides. I did not feel the need for many of the photo-cich parts on the

turret, as my

hatches would be
modeled open.
did use the photo-
etched anlenna
mount instead of
Tamiyaks part.
Now I'wish I had
left it alone, as it
loaks too thick
and oul of scale
compared to
Tamiya's.
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accept it. Don't be
afraid to get it hot but
then again, don't get it
too hot and warp the
brass. When it is ready
it will pull the solder
right onto the brass
sheet and will flow nice
and even, Be sure the
birass is very, very clean
before doing this and
even watch out for body
oils from your finger-
prints. [ kept the solder
as thin as 1 could
because | did not want

any build up that would
show when you looked inside the finished trunk.

Now with a leather glove on the hand that holds the
so0on to be very hot wading trunk, [ ran the soldering iron
down along the joint and melted the solder together. 1 did
not add any solder at this time, as there was enough there
from the tinning on both pieces to hold it together. Be sure
tokeep your parts aligned correctly, asit ean be dif fieult to
separate if you have to do them over again. This joint was
then sanded down to form a nice sharp edge to match the
other three corners of the trunks. The rest of the brass was
sanded with fine grade sandpaper to get the tarnish of f for
painting I cannot stress enough the importance of getting
any remains of flux or fingerprints off the brass or you
will have adhesion problems later on with your paint job.
That about wraps it up with the sheet brass wading trunks
other then adding the mounting cables and turnbuckles,

When I first added the cables for the wading trunks I
was a bit confused that four turnbuckles were provided.
We usually have only one per eable whenever | have used
them. The instructions do not mention it but Accurate
Armour gives you two extra (I guess in case you loose a
few). I used four in the in-progress photos and then
reassembled them using two. Yes, [ am a bit slow at times.
I'his can be seen in the finished shots. | also used black
thread early on but ended up using the wire supplied by
Accurate Armour, This can be a bit fiddly trying to get any
slop out of these hard wire eables, It ended up looking pret-
Ly good, though. Now that this detail was over | moved on to
some of the other photo-etched parts,

These Centaurs did not usually have full fenders on
them. At least not the ones [ have seen in the available pho-
tos. The photo-etched fender parts were not used, but [ did
drill out the mounting holes for them. | don't always install
every part from a photo-eteh set anyway. | find many of
the parts either oversize or bevond my visual capabilities. [
did spend a good deal of time adding the bolt detail from
Eduard's photo-etched engine deck hinges and these really
add anice touch,

| added a few other details like front light wires, pio-
neer tool clasps, rear final drive oil reservoir caps and a
rear tow cable-mounting strap.

The Fig

[ decided early on that [ would have this Centaur in a
small vignette climbing the beachhead with full wading
gear, ammo sled and crew. Actually, the rest of the crew
would still be buttoned up, so all | would need is a
Commander. [t was my opinion that the Tamiva supplied
Commander appeared too relaxed for this type of scene,
standing high out of his hateh with his left hand on his hip.
I eut of f his left arm, added a Verlinden hand and moved
the assembly up so | could get him to stand al least a little
bit lower in the turret. [ replaced his head with a nicely
detailed head from Ultracast and then wired his body
parts together to see what [ had. Within the time frame |
had for this build, I feli he looked pretty good and proceed-
ed to prepare him for paint.

I painted his uniform Model Master field drab, His pis-
tol belt and web gear is Vallejo khaki and his Royal Marine
berel is Model Master blue angle blue, darkened just a
touch. I painted the marking on his beret with a red back-
ground and gold badge. There was no badge molded in so |
just painted it the best I could. [ would think that he would

& Here is a good averall right side
shot showing the model ready for
paint. 9. I added engine hatch grab
handles with .010 wire. Tamiya’s
beautiful tow cables can be seen
here along with an Aber photo-
etched strap and buckle. Eduard’s
photo-etched hinge bolt detail can
be seen on the engine deck as well.
10 The Porpoise ammo sled can be
seen here with the grab handles
added. There is not much work to do
on this little skid. 11. Here are the
telescapic tow bars. When attached
to the Centaur, the low bars were
crossed and the area where they
cross was tied together with rubber
cord. This helped to keep the sled
Jrom twisting while under tow. I2
This photo shows the Porpoise ammeo sled all finished
and ready for painl. 13 Here are some of the soldering
tools I used. A 45wall soldering iron works well for this
gauge of brass sheel. You can either use solder that has
the flux already inside of it, as with radio repair type
solder or pou can use the separate flux and solid core
solder that plumbers use. The flux is used to help clean
and etch the surface which aids in the adhesion of the
solder. 1. I first tinned the edges after making sure
they were very clean and sanded o a bright finish.
Tinned means to have a thin lager of solder on the sur-

Juee of the part. I3, Once the parts were properly tinned

and aligned, I ran the soldering iron down the edge.
There was enough solder from the tinning to join the

not be wearing any shoulder patches or rank but [ could
be wrong on this. Most of the photos | have seen do not
show this so Ldid not add any rank or RM patches Various
washes were used for shadows and highlights were added
with lightened base colors. The flesh areas

parts logether so no more solder was required,

were base coated with Humbrol 63 and
painted with artist oils.

The ammo sled

Accurate Armour’s Porpoise ammo
sled is made of resin and the tow bars are
white metal. There is not much to say
about this aspect of the build other then
there are very few parts and they go
together quite easy. [ pinned the joints in
the eollapsible tow bars per Aeccurate
Armours’s instruction and this gave me
strength and the flexibility to pose and attach the sled to
the Centaur in an easy manner. If you use the Tamiya
Centaur kit then you will already have the brackets
needed for the tow bars to mount to on the rear of the
hull. If you are using Tamiya's Cromwell as a base kit, ,

Accurate Armour supplies them in resin. [ assembled my
tow bars to the lower towing points on the tank in the in-
progress photos and later realized they belong on the
upper brackets as seen in the finished shots, The Porpoise
ammo sled was painted the same color as the tank. Once
you have the tow bars ready to attach to the tank, wrap
a length of light gauge wire around the center where
they cross, This was done on the real thing to keep them
from twisting.




paint job

Lately there was dis-
cussion on the Internet of
weather the Centaur's
were painted dark earth
or khaki drab. 1 think it
was mentioned that a cour
ple Centaurs have heen
found that were actually
green, but the discussion
or (thread) on the website
was taken down before |
eould print it out, Without
having any further verifi
cation, I decided to paint
my Centaur Humbrol
Dark earth no. 20, Becanse
[ had already painted and
washed my lower hull, [
placed aluminum  foil
around it as & mask when

[ painted the upper hull.

Accurate Armour’s decal sheet is very nice,
The compass markings are cut out to go around
the bolt detail on the turret sides and they are
very thin and are pretty much undetectable
ance applied On the other hand, they are some-
what sticky and do not move around very easy
sn be careful when putting them on. [ did not
have any trooble with breakage but they do
appear to be somewhat fragile.

Back to the Paint Job

| used standard weathering techniques in
the beginning of this paint job just as if it
had traveled over dirty roads before being
loaded on the LCT.

I did not think 1 could effectively make the
whole tank appear wet without looking fake. [
did, however, want to give the impression that
this tank did not have to wade through teo much
water—about up to the fenders, At this point, I felt it
wonld need to look like it had water splashed across the
upper surfaces. For this effect | sprayed the lower hull
and suspension with Future [oor wax to give it a water
soaked look. In order to give the water-splashed appear-
ance to the upper hull, I took an old toothbrush and
dipped it in Future floor wax and kind of flicked it
across the upper surfaces of the tank. This was done
only after repeated test shots on an old Sherman hull 1
have just for these kinds of antics, All in all, | think it
looks pretty good.

I brush painted the Porpoise ammo sled with
Tamiya clear in all the recessed areas and then in
patches an the upper surfaces to make it look like the
water had rolled off the high points. | found 1 had to
keep going back over these clear coats though, as the
flat paint underneath kept dulling them out.

Because there were good photos of the Centaur
named Hunter I was tempted to model mine as such,
but | also wanted to be a bit different and went ahead
and marked mine as Hood. | could not find any refer-
ences or photos of Hood, especially coming up the
beach on June 6th, so I just followed the standard
markings and what Accurate Armour provided for
the model.

Conclusion;

[ really enjoyed this build, the kit and eonversion
where very easy to work with and the finished mode]
gives me an interesting and important addition to my
eollection. Keep on Gluing!

—Barry Beaudry
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16. I painted the
road wheels during
b construction, so in

’ order lo mask them
Sor the rest of the
paint joby; I wrapped
them in kitchen
Joil I7. I drilled out
the fenders where the side shield attach—an
casy detail to forget. 18. The odd looking “hock-
ey stick"” track adjuster on the right hull side,
18, The finished front end. Accurate Armour
provides a great selection of markings in their
conversion kit. 20. The left side tool details. The
wrecking bar, the shovel, axe and handle all
received Eduard etched details. 21, [ ended up
using only twe of the supplied turn buckles on the rear wading trunk. 22. The completed turret mark-
ings are really effective. Although somewhat difficult to apply, the decals truly give the desired resuil.
23 The completed hinges and connectors for the ammo sled.

_mmir ReccE |

Accurate Armour Royal Marines Centaur IV conversion set. Kit number C45. Kit graciously
provided by the manufacturer. Suggested retail price £25.40 (around $38.00).

Accurate Armour Accessory Set Crom 95mm Wading Set Brass Trunking and Sealing
Kit. Kit number A49. Kitigraciously provide:

(around $17400}, Y
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Dragon have t
Another M‘ﬁ et of today'sH®

bedtime ﬂomthew
Lo live with for years was the old Max retreads
(good for their time, mind yon), released again and
again from Italeri. And then there were two... Yes,
that's right, if one fantastic permutation of the
Dodge 3/4-ton truck from Skyhmv was not enough,
now we have two, F close on the heels of
the Dodge Command Car (WG 56/67) we get the
Dodge Weapons Carrier, WC 51/52 In using that
slash I'm denoting the wineh and non-winch ver:
slons respectively.

The Weapons Carrier was the first of the 3/4-
ton series of Dodge vehicles, all of which were
ground-up redesigns of the Army’s existing 1/2-ton
Dodges. Design of the basic carrier was concurrent
with the design of the M6 tank destroyer vehicle
The M6 was essentially the same truck mounting
the scary 37mm gun with ammo bins built along

5. All we had

lerenginee ﬂaslgnxtmn So there,
Normally we'd cover something like this in a
*Double Takes" article. However, there is some-
thing-special golng on here, so I'm servingit up as a
short article,

I had originally anticipated the Weapons
Carrier to be released shortly after the command
car. Thanks to the lavish sample policy of Skybow,
1 had enough plastie leftover from the first kit to
comstruet a complete frame and engine. | figured
once the other kit appeared, | would just drop the
new bodywork on top of it My fiendish plan was
foiled by Skybow's awesome efficiency. Although
the chassis and engine are identical, there are
some very minor details to support the different
bodies on the two trucks. This pertains mostly to
the supports mounted on the rame for the running

Iydcudleda.nd the engineering of the Dllsﬁl parts
is first rate,
Onee you pass this point, things start to fly. The
bodywork is very simple and easy toput together. It
is Interesting to me that this is accomplished with-
out any loss of quality in the parts: In fact, the level
of tooling and detailing on the bodywork is quite
stunning, The driving compartment contains all the
familiar shafts and controls along with some nifty
two-piece seal assemblies that neatly emulate the
reeal thing. Each of the seat cushions is molded as a
separate piece and this just drops right into the seat
“bucket.” This is very handy for painting later on.
The cargo bed on this thingis truly something to
behold. The wood grain and rivet detail is some of
the best | have ever seen. [ would even say that the
tooling rivals Tamiva’s best. There! [ said it! And
look, I'm still standing—no bolt of lightening, no

1. Here is a comparison of the tiwo frames. The Weapons Carrier is on the left. 2. Home sweet home, that
great little engine, I opted for the WC 52-winch version. 3. This is the basic body pan for the forward por-
tion of the truck.
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heart attack! But seriously folks... this stuff is nice.
By the way, the gentleman who supervises all this
styrene beauty is the same person who supervised
the AFV Club M88 and M35. So it all starts to make
sense in some sort of cosmic way.

Skybow has rendered an early, all wood, truck

60 O Military Miniatures in Review

4. The seals are two
pieces (seen on the
right and left). They
make into the sub-
assembly seen at the
top of the photo. 57,
The rivet and wood
grain detail on the
cargo bed is stunning
Even areas that will
not be seen gel the
complete treatment, 8.
The front panel of the
cargo bed. This gels
replaced with the
M24A2 pedestal

mount, if you wish, 9. And speaking of... this is the mount itself,
expertly molded in a single piece. 10. Surprise! Surprise! The longer
of the two frames is for the upcoming 636 version of the truck. 11
The finished front end. The mud technigue mentioned in the text
can be clearly seen on the front bumper. 12, 13, The right and left
sides of the cargo bed. The hooks inside the recesses were used (o
secure the canvas top for the bed. The markings are from SMA,
Archer and Decal Star. 14. The rear of the cargo bed. The installa
tion of the tool rack here denotes an early vehicle. 15, The Tank
Workshop wheels are a simple and effective addition. 16, A peek into
the cargo bed. The level of detail in this area rivals Tamigas best.
The seats can also be seen here, I painted them separately using my
airbrush. 17. The bed as seen from the rear tailgate. I tossed in some
Hudson & Allen chain and two heavy jacks from TWS,

bed here, Later versions

integrated more sheet

metal in the design

Another early feature is
the mounting of the tool rack on the rear tailgate.
Later in the production run, the rack was moved to
theright front of the cargo bed, where it was mount-
ed vertically. The gas can normally located there
was moved behind the rack. Incidentally, these
changes were brought about with the introduction
of the 6x6 version of the Weapons Carrier in order to
maximize their similarity to one another.

A complete set of sofi-top supports is provided
in the kit. These are wood, linked together with
curved metal and they are rendered beautifully in
plastic. No actual sofi-top is provided and I found
this a little disappointing, primarily because [
would love Lo see them take a crack at the tooling.

One other option, besides the winch, is provided.
This is the installation of the M24A2 Pedestal
mount for the big 50 caliber MG. The mount and its
support structure are perfectly molded in one piece
and this would completely replace the forward
cargo bed panel (J16) if used. The 50 caliber provid-
ed is the same one that graced the M38 and

Command Car kits,

The fit of the finished cargo bed was so good
that [ was able to lilt it on and off for painting, This
is most helpful because there are many small nooks
(like the wheel wells) and more than a few cran-
nies to paint.

Just for the heck of it, I threw on a set of tires
and wheels with chains, available from Tank
Workshop.

And so...

I painted the vehicle overall black, then laid on
a base coat of trusty ol’ XF-62 Olive Drab. This was
followed by a light over spray of XF-62 mixed with
alittle Dark Yellow, XF-60, My early review sample
did not include decals, so | cobbled together mark-
ings of the 5th armored division from Masters,
Archer, SMA and Decal Star. This included a full
set of bumper codes, shipping stencils, registration
numbers and graffiti, Once all the markings were
complete, the model received a light over spray of
Buff, XF-57, to represent general road dust. This
also helps to tone down the bright white markings.
Mare of this was concentrated on “high filth’ areas
like the rear of the wheel wells, etc. Dry brushing
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was accomplished with Vallejo Russian
Khaki on all the OD areas, while the lighter,
dusted areas were dry brushed with
Vallejo Beige.

[ used an additional weathering tech-
nique here for the first time. It entails mixing
pastel powders with Tamiya thinner. [ use
pre prepared powder from FX and you can also find
other types of weathering powders in the model
railroad section of your local hobby shop. In a cup, 1
added a very small amount of thinner to the brown-
colored powder and this created a very fine paste.
I'his was dabbed all over the lower portions of the
kit using an old, short bristled brush. A much thin-
ner mixture was brushed all over the wheels and
tires, This is more like a wash, but the effect is the
opposite when it dries. Lower, recessed areas are
lighter, rather than darker. If you're careful, some
very interesting and subtle effects are possible, Try
it, you may be surprised. You can also add static
grass to the thicker mixture for use on tanks or in
the wheel wells of heavy soft skins.

I threw a few assorted chains and heavy jacks
into the cargo bed and wrapped a short length of
chain around the front bumper. And that's about it
for this Weapons Carrier,

This is a super [ine kit, both to build and to look
al. There was an unexpected treat inside our review
sample, the frame for the 6x6 1 1/2ton version of
the Weapons Carrier. This kit has been anticipated
from Skybow, but now it's for sure. The real 6x6
had 96% part interchangeability with its shorter
cousin, so if Skybow does their homework, they
won't have much left to dol I recommend this medel
without reservation and I can hardly wait for the

next installments$5e)»

Skybow U.S 3/4 ton 4x4 Weapons Carrier “BEEP" Kit number TP3501. Kit(s) graciously provided
by the manufacturer. The exact retail price was not available at press time, but it is estimated to be
similar to the price of the Command Car, which is $32.95,

The Tank Workshop 3/4-ton Dodge Wheels with Chains. Kit number TW 0064. Suggested

retail price $10.00. Kit graciously provided by the manufacturer. These work on either of the

Dodge kits available.

References

Dodge, cing générations de tous terrains (Dodge, five generations of off road vehigles) by J.M
Boniface and J.G. Jeudy, EPA Editions 1979. ISBN: 2-85120-091-7. A truly comprehensive look at
the entire history of Dodge military trucks. Unfortunately, this one has yet to be published in
English. However, even if you don't normally buy foreign language books, you'll still find this one
highly useful. Hundreds of photos, plus color plates.

Allied-Axis, the Photo Journal of the Second World War. Volume 2, Ampersand Publishing Co., 2000.
Under the heading of "shameless commerce” | present 1o you one of the few solid sources for
comprehensive photographic material on the Dodge 3/4-ton trucks. Plentiful coverage of the
Weapons Carrier with tons of detall shots, I'll just walk away now...

—Pat Stansell
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SCAMMELL JOE'¢

———.

[ you're like me and have an inte
transporter and recovery
Scammell Pioneer series of heavy truz ks hold
i certain mystique thal makes them a very
interesting modeling subject. Although not as
well known as some of its American-built con-
temporaries, the Scammell's simplistic styling com
bined with it's rugged and innovative construction defi-
antly make it one of the classic WWII heavy trucks.
The same can be said for Accurate Armour’s latest
release of the Scammell Pioneer SV/2S 6xd4 heavy
breakdown wrecker, which gives us another interest-
ing variant in the Scammell story.

Development of the SV/28 began in the late 1930'
along with the RI00 artillery tractor, which is very sim
ilar to SV/28 with the exception of the jib. There were
3 basic variants, the SV/1T,SV/1S and SV/25, The SV/IT
was the earlier version that can be identified by a hand
operated folding jib, which folded down into the body
when traveling To deploy the jib, a eomplex series of
cranks, shafts and worm gears were mounted to the
rear of the vehicle that allowed the crewman to manu-
ally turn a crank on either the left or right side, which
in turn raised the jib out of the bed. The manual jib was
capable of lifts of 2-tons in the extended position and
three tons in the inner position. All 3 variants had a
Seammell #-Lon powered wineh mounted horizontally
under the bed The SV/IS was a soft eab version of
which only 1 was made. A total of 43 8V/1 variants
were produced.

The SV/28 carried a plethora of recovery and
repair equipment and usually included a crew of 3. The
role of the 8V/25 was to recover damaged or stuck soft
skins, change power packs in tanks and even recover
tanks. It is said that 2 SV/28%, working in tandem with
a knowledgeahle crew could right a tipped tank,

Despite its shorteomings, the SV/28 was a very
robust and reliable vehicle and it soldiered on all
fronts until the end af the war. The 8V/28 remained in
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service Eﬁrhmﬂ'ﬁh Wi
moneccumence Lo beat the hell nut of ﬂu«,p
vehicles, sometimes loading them way past Their sug-
gested limits, No matter the job, the SV/25 always
seemed to come back for more. This sense of conli-
dence and reliability endeared them to their crews for
many years and make them a crowd favorite at mili-
tary vehicle rallies today.

Joe's Kit

Accurate Armour's kit of the SV/25 is a real stun-
ner, The kit shares some of the components of their
earlier tank transporter, but for the most part it's all-
new, When opening the box, you get that model car kit
feeling. There are very few huge chunks of resin, The
kit consists of Accurate Armour's typical mix of resin
and white metal cast and it's packaged to the high level
of quality that we have come to expect from these
guys. Included in the Kit is a large photo-etehed fret, a
length of brass cable, string for the winch cable, plastic
and brass rod and clear plastic for the glazing A beau:
tiful decal sheet is included with many options for a
variely of vehicles from different theaters of WW 11
and the post war era

Did [ mention that the kit comes with stowage! Oh
ves, gentle reader, lots ‘o stowage. [t seems these mani-
acs gol a hold of the manual and included just about
every piece of equip-
ment carried on the
SV/28 and then some.
1 know this to be true
because this maniac
checked. Sick eh? The
amount of equip-
ment provided will
allow the builder
infinite options for
display. Needless to
say, you will have to ]

Armour’

plan: aﬁead to ma.kemrvtlﬂmmm lnEP?hEM'Iug

ical manner;-as you will see-later-on, Word upr
|""\"l"r}l|'|!l'l;.,Islli(llhk‘f“ﬂ“n box to make an ass kick-
ing kit or diorama for those not figure-challenged.

It's not a tank

By now wou have noticed that this is not a tank.
Can't put anything past you guys First problem, where
to begin? This is more like a car, than a tank. Can [ do
this? Sure | can. First things first. Sort and inventory
the parts. There is a lot of white metal in this kit and
the parts are not numbered. Process of elimination
time. 1 began by sorting the parts into the four basie
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1 The front suspension is all white
metal and consists of the leaf
spring, Aframe and wheel hubs,
which can pivot until you add the

steering tie rod. 2-3. The rear beam drives can be made (o pivol by drilling
out the mounting holes and using the supplied pivol pin. If the suspension is
[free to move, gravity will take care of any problems when the model is
turned aver and the wheels are added. §. Portions of the seats are white
metal and are added prior to buttoning up the cab. 5. The steering column
mounts to the dash and the gear at the end fits into a notch on the chassis I

food groups and putting them in separate baggies.
Chassis, engine, cab and bed with winch. Start with the
obvious and then as you go, check off the list provided
in the instructions and mark the part with a pencil or
marker. A lot of the bits are stowage, so it gets easier as
you go. This labor of love was a night's work that got me
familiar with the bits and started to give me hints on

how it would go together. No hig deal.

Onee everything was sorted, [ cleaned up the large
resin hits The pour plugs were minimal, thank God,
and so another night of modeling was in the history
books. The chassis is a one-piece af fair and will require
careful clean up. Happily, it was straight and square, 1
began by attaching the front suspension. The suspen-
sion can be made to pivot freely, or you can glue it in
place. Echose to make it pivot. The front suspension is

did nol (ake this route
and was forced to cut
the shaft and gear end

all white metal and consists of the leaf spring, A-frame
and wheel hubs, which can pivol until you add, part K,
the steering tie rod. This means you have Lo decide how
you want the wheels positioned. There are also cut outs
in the side of the A-frame that the tie rod passes
through. These need Lo be opened up, With the suspen-
sion complete, I added part L, the rear cross member,
which has a hole in which the pin on the A-frame slips
into. The assembly is retained in the front by part D,
the retaining pin. At this time add part M, the starting
handle support.

The beautifully rendered Gardner V6 Diesel
engine assembles with out any problems to speak of,
The engine was sub assembled and dropped in place
along with the gearbox, minus the exhaust, air eleaner
and fan. The air eleaner mounts to the air intake and
the front of the cab while the fan and belts need to be
fit along with the radiator. With the engine in place,
the exhaust was bent and cajoled into position and the
silencer, part X, was added thus finishing off the
exhaust system. A car guy would have painted every-
thing lirst, but it is my preference to put as many parts
on as [ ean in the assembly phase,

The rear beam drives can be made to pivot by
drilling out the mounting holes and using the pivot pin,
part AE. This was all brought together with the rear
differential housing and drive shaft. The instruetions
offer you the option of making the suspension static by
removing the pin portion of part AE and nailing every-
thing down. This seems a bit risky to me because at this
point there isn't enough going on to ensure a level ride
height. If the suspension is free to move, gravity will
take care of any problems when the model is turned
over and the wheels are added.

The winch was cleaned and assem-
bled including the cable, You have the option of having
the cable leading out the back, or you can feed it 1o the
front for a front-end pull, The kit provides enough cable
to do either. The key here is to get the winch in the right
place. The winchsits on the top of the frame at an angle.
Locating tabs are provided, but a few dry runs are in

aff to get the cab to fit right. 6-7. These shots show the many added metal
parts for the drivers eontrol. Hey, isn't that steering wheel on the wrong
side? 8. The left side stowage box with all its attendant gear. 9. You have the
aption of having the cable leading out the back, or you can feed it to the
Jront for a front-end pull. The kit provides enough cable to do either, 10-11,
Two views of the jib showing the winch and the cable guide. 12. The front
Jenders consist of a photo-etched mud flap and pholo-etched width indica-
tors. Placing a blob of super glue on the end and hitting it with accelerator
achieved the ball on the top of the indicators.

order, [t is imporiant that you get it in the right position
or it will cause fit problems with the bed. Befare you
feed the cable, you need to mount the wineh rollers and
open the hole between the two rollers, part AJ. [ fed my
cable out the back and attached the cable end.

The radiator is a cool little unit that gets cooling
fins and a photo-etehed backing plate. The position of
the radiator is critical to the finished model because
the bonnet is suspended between a lip on the cab front
and the radiator. In addition the fan fits inside the hole
on the radiator backing plate and obviously has to miss
the radiator itself. Some locating tabs would have
made life & lol easier. Before adding the radiator the
fan and belts need to be in place. My kit was missing
the fan belts so | made the pulleys out of some spare
Matilda return rollers and the bell was made from lead
foil. In addition, I had to remove the nut on the frant of
the fan to give me a little more clearance.

With the chassis pretty much set, I moved to the cab.
This required a little thought since the roof must go on
last. T added all of the interior parts to the back wall,
part CC, which consisted of the seats and the gear lever
for the winch. The dash and windshield frame are one
piece so I mounted these (o the (loor pan then [ joined
the cah back and sides test fitting as I went to make sure
the roof fit was good. The rear and side windows were
filled with plastic card stock rather than using the kit
supplied glazing. Review of wartime photos showed
that these windows were often painted over, replaced
with wood or steel or covered with canvas,

Be sure to slide the steering column, part BW, in
place before joining the dash to the floor, The steering
column mounts Lo the dash and the gear at the end fits
into a noteh on the chassis. I did not take this route and
was forced to eut the shaft and gear end of f to get the
cab to fit right. In the end [ cut the shaft of f as well and
motnted the gear to the frame. A new shaft was made
out of brass rod and attached when the cab was final-
ly mounted. This method did allow me to add the rest of
thesteering linkage, which is a good thing The remain-
der of the interior is pretty straight forward and with
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the roof and the doors off you will be |
able toget in there and paint everything |
To get the radiator to sit right 1 |
dropped the cab in place and blue
tacked it to the frame and the bonnet to 1
the cab, With these two elements in [

place, I was able to manenver the radia-
tor into the proper position. Some preci-
sion sanding on the radiator mounting was required to
get it in place. Upon inspection of my references, |
noticed the engine was in need of a little sprocing up.
This is one of those projects that you could spend a life-
time on just the engine alone. [ added some of the obvi-
ous omissions such as spark plug wires and water lines
out of various thickness of solder, This was done with
the bonnet removed and the cab in place to insure that
the added hoses did not interfere with the dash.

Avcurate Armour provides a sel of covers for the
engine, but who wants to hide all the goods? Besides,
with the covers of f you can leave the bonnet loose so it
can be removed, once the model is complete. What a
way to woo your friends and neighbors! The doors can
be positioned in either the closed or open position. |
went with the doors open so the interior could be
viewed from different angles. You have to add photo-
etched hinges to the doors, part E. These were beni to
an appropriate angle, attached to the doors and then
they were thrown in to the ever growing to be painted
pile. At this point, | added the left side fuel tank, part
BQ The right side stowage tray, part AT and photo-
etched part E7, were assembled and the stowage added
hefore it was added to the chassis. The steering linkage
should be in place before you attach the tray. There is a
cut out in the front that just misses the linkage,

With the chassis squared away, | moved on fo the
bed. Here you have lots of options. The stowage bin
ilpors can be positioned in open or closed position, the
jib can be fixed in three possible positions and the
stowage possibilities are endless. | wanted to iry a
Mickey Mouse Camo pattern so [ needed as much
“paintable” surface area possible to pull it off. The side
doors were therefore closed and the tops opened. | also
added some small T-pins and chains to the side door
hasps, two per side to represent a means of locking the
doors when the vehicle was on the move, This is a bit of
a guess, due to a lack of clear photos. The chains were
made from very fine model ship chain and the T-pins
were made from plastic rod,

Getting Jibby with it

The jib was the next order of business. The winch
itsell possesses no major problems. Accurate Armour
supplied plastic rod for the eross cable supports but
one of mine ended up a little erooked. This anomaly
showed upin the instructions as well. The jibs lower sta-
tionary beam is a two-piece affair that requires you to
sandwich the front support roller between the two
halves. With this done you can slide the movable jib
crane portion in place just like the real thing
Remember the furthest extended position was not rec-
ommended in the service manual. In any event, you
still don't have to decide on the final position at this
paint. The whole assembly was then fixed to the floor
and the A- frame support at the rear of the bed. The
stowed A-frame tow bar and the large T-bar were also
added at this time.

I finally decided on the jib in the stowed position.
The jib was slid into the proper position and the hole
for the jib locking, part BL, was opened up and the pin
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was pressed into place locking the jib home, Accurate
Armour provides some nice Photo-etched chain for the
jib extending mechanism but could not get it to droop
like a real chain so 1 replaced it with model ship chain,
The jib extender box, part AY, had to be drilled out to
allow the new ehain to pass through. The remainder of
the jib construction consisted of some fiddly little
photo-etched bits and the attachment of the tow cable,
The string provided in the kit looks fine but you will
need to weight the hook end to keep it taught. [ used
one of the large snatch blocks for this. In addition the
stowage in the open bins was added as well as some
clutter on the top of the bed. The winch extending
erank handle was thrown into the right side bin to give
the model the “I'm packing up look.”

The girder supports, parts AR & AS, were added to
the chassis. This is a deviation from the suggested
assembly sequence, which has you attach them to the
bed itself, This allowed me to line them up straight and
insure that they tied into the rear of the cab. This
worked oul well but made the painting of the powered
winch a little tougher. This also caused me to elevate
the whole bed on paint bottles so the fenders and
stepladder could be attached and the bed painted.
Another positive to this method is that it allows you
clear access for painting and weathering the bottom of
the bed. The fender supports, part E33 RL, need to be
added later when the bed is finally attached. I left as
many of these after markel pieces on the fret where
they were primed and painted before cutting them off.
With this method, you don't lose as many pieces.

Accurate Armour provided a replacement photo-
etehed fret for the framework that supports the count-
er weights. This was a fun little bit to bend into shape
and will require a little filling and patience to get it
into place. I replaced the kit supplied counter weights
with plastic square which has a hollow center so [ did
not have to drill out the ends for the lifting rods. I love
short cuts. The later version headlights, part EL, were
usedl Again you have the option
of either early or late head-
lights, The early are big and the
late are small. In any event, the
lights were drilled out for MV
Lenses #125,

The front fenders consist of
a photo-etched mud flap and
photo-etched widih indicators,
Placing a blob of super glue on
the end and hitting it with
accelerator achieved the ball
on_the top of the indicators.
This was done until the proper
diameter was formed. The
fenders can then be attached to
the flanged portion on the
front wheel kingpin.
Remember that the front fend-
ers pivot with the wheels
because they mount to the sus-
pension and not the frame.

13. This is the very cool side
“catch-all” tool basket. It’s resin
with a photo-elch front. Note the
little tool caddy. 14. Did I mention
there was stowage? This is defi-
nitely stowage central and the
possibilities are limitless. 15. Here
are two of the large snatch blocks.
One was used to weigh the winch
cable down and make it appear
taut. 16, it’s finally done! Accurate
Armour also provides a very cool
sub assembly of the weight oper
the radiator that is composed of
resin and photo-etched parits. |
opled to show the rear side
stowage bin closed on the
Sinished model.
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Cool. At this point I had all the parts on that I possibly
could so it was time to paint. Finally!

Paint Job

As usual, all of the sub assemblies and loose pieces
were washed in dish soap and warm water. Everything
was then primed using Armory white primer in a can.
Knowing that [ was going to try a Mickey Mouse pat-
tern, | did things a little different. When doing a
scheme with black in it | don't use straight black, I pre-
fer more of a dark gray. So, rather than using flat black
as a base coat, | opted for Aero-Masters acrylic Tire
Black and sprayed the whole works, Using small round
sales stickers, | placed them over the black paint to
form the pattern. The old reverse painting trick. Some
of the stickers were cut to a smaller diameter using a
circle cutter, Before placing the stickers on the model |
touched them to my shirt a few times to reduce their
sticking power.

With the pattern laid out on the major assemblies |
shot the final color, Humbrol #1560 Khaki Drab, in about
three very light passes allowing some of the black base
to show through. The Humbrol Khaki Drab is a very
close match to British WWII green, Another little tip:
remove the masks as soon as you can while the paint is
slill tacky. This will eliminate chips. The stickers
worked fine as a mask and did not remove any of the
hase coat. The remaining pieces such as the windshield
frame, wipers, support brackets and air cleaner were
also shot at this time. Any way you process this kit you
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will be left with a lot of loose pieces. Like I said, “it's
more like a car”

A side note on detail painting is in order here, The
engine is kind of a duck egg blue color. | used a mixiure
of Vallejo Andrea blue mixed with gray green and
came up with one ugly color. The engines were painied
this color to make the spotting of oil leaks easier. As
vou can guess, the engine was painted on the model
with little difficulty. | washed it with a black oil wash
and then additional washes were added with Vallejo's
Orange Brown to simulate rust. A thin wash of Vallejo
gloss was added to the areas where the oil was built up,
All of the stowage items were then painted and weath-
ered accordingly. With all of the detail painting out of
the way the three major subs; chassis, cab and bed were
given a wash using Windsor & Newton Lamp Lighter
Black and Raw Umber. After a vigorous dry brush ses-
sion, the cab was mounted with the air eleaner and the
stowage tray stay, part E16. At this time the roof was
also added. The areas that were to receive decals got a
coat of gloss and the kit's supplied divisional and Aos
markings were used. The Accurate Armour markings
are very good, but make sure you have a proper glossy
base. Setting solution was used to get them to snuggle
down. Some SV2S's were seen sporting stars, so [ used
dry transfers for the large star on the roof and the
smaller ones on the doors. The name Hercules was
done with Woodland Scenic’s railroad dry transfers.
After a few days of drying everything was given a coat
of Floquil Flat straight from the can.

Before proceeding | added the wheels, Be careful
here, the wheels are weighted so you want to make
sure the flat portions are on the bottom. Now the bed
can finally be attached. Accurate Armour provides
some clear plastic for the glazing that would work fine,
but 1 prefer to use left over clear packaging film that is
easier to cut and much closer to scale. The windshield
frame and the little windows were glued to the flimsy
using clear jeweler’s glue. Onee it dried, the excess
material was cul from the perimeter of the frames
with a sharp #11 blade, A little of the glue did seep out
but this luckily resembled a crack in the windshield.
Better lucky than good! We may have a new technique
on the horizon here,

The completed windshield was aitached using the
same jeweler's glue and the front windows were posi-
tioned open. The only thing left was to add the beauti-
ful photo-etched wiper blades, mirrors and the doors,
which were left open. The added pieces were touched
up and weathered. The glazing was given a coat of
Johnson’s loor wax. The final bit of finishing was a

gentle over spray of Tamiya desert yellow Lo represent
dust. The lower portions, such as the wheel wells and
suspension, got a little heavier coat while the opper
portion was lightly hit from about a fool away, One
SV/28 painted.

When completed, this is a very delicate model so
you might want to consider a base of some sort just to
reduce the risk of damage when handling. Borrowing
from our figure brethren, | contacted the friendly peo-
ple at S&T Products in California and ordered up an
appropriate size base. S&T produce a wide range of
custom bases made to your specifications and they are
truly beautiful, you almost hate to work an them, They
also offer very prompt and reliable service,

[ 'was looking for a simple setting that would show
of f the articulated suspension to full advantage, so the
groundwork was kept very simple, The remainder of
the stowage was used along with some extras from my
spares to enhance the setting. The figure is a Wolf
British Tanker carrying a fuel can with an Ultra-Cast
head and replacement gloved hands. | am always look-
ing for an excuse to paint an Ultra-Cast head,

I7. An overhead view of the beautifully detailed
winch and fib. Much of the stowage is evident. The
targe star is a dry transfer. 8. As mentioned in
the text, the suspension can be made to remain
workable. I exploited this feature fully by placing
the model on irregular tervain. 19, The figure is
Srom Walf with a head from Ultra-Casi. 20. A view
Srom the right side rear. All of the tactical mark-
ings on my model are from the excellent sheet
supplied with the kil I used one of the white
metal snatch blocks to keep the winch cable taul.
This shot also shows the right side tool baskel.

Conclusion

This was a very involved but rewarding project.
Acenrate Armour continues 1o improve with every kit
and I really dig the subject matter. The inclusion of a full
sel of decals and all of the extra stowage really makes
{or a complete package. I don't have any negatives about
this kit so | will let the end result speak for itself .

—Nick Vanston

je|
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oneer.SV/25 6x4 Heavy Duty Breakdown. Kitinumber
180100 This comes out 1o about $280.00 at clfrent exchangé
gilBLal pricesdmay vary.
HOntington Beach California 92646.(714) 593~
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‘j'E_MUE‘B & TRMU30 [n British Arrrr Sgrl.u,ﬁ by Fat
ISBNFO-95955638-8. This’is about the Bnly ddmpréhensive
sorth [ooking for.
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We're back, with all the |atest little dudes and a
few premiering lines, a dog, a child and one dead
pig. And they're off!

DreamCatcher NG

This is our first sample from this new Belgian
line. We don't normally criticize, but we gotta warn
you—don'l be thrown off by the box art. Inside is
some spectacular sculpting and casting and the
manner in which the weapons are sprued is gonna
change your life forever.

54004, IDF Medevac, (1) features a beautiful
|ob of tying three figures together. We 've seen a lot
of wounded figures emerge in the last two or three
years and these are al
the top of the class.
Check out the way the
wounded tanker's toes
are dragging. We liked
this set a lot.

Hornet N

When we first opened
this figure, we thought it
was porcelain—the cast-
ing is that good.

GH28, Wwii
German Officer in
panzer uniform

(Conference group
#2), (2) is Hornet's lat-
est resin figure. The
body is all one piece;
add head and holster
and you're done with
virtually no cleanup. He
wears the standard
Wehrmacht tanker's uniform and
Schirmiitze. One pip on his epauleties
makes him an Oberleutnant. He wears no
decorations and will be perfect next to
your latest panzer,

Also now available are two new
German head sets, HGH12, 5 heads with
assorted WW2 German pile and fur cold
weather headgear (3) and HGH13, 5
heads with WW2 German cold weather
peaked caps. (4) (New record for longest
name!) There's a mixture of Wehrmacht
and 5§ insignia in there, which is terrific.
This headgear variant is long overdue from
Hornet and we're ready for ‘em.

Jager L S weALE. T S =)

We introduced these guys from
Scotland in the last Short Takes and here's
what they're up to,

B3, British Para Prisoner, (5) is a one-
piece casting with separate head. He's
none too happy, stripped of his gear with a
bandaged head and arms defiantly
crossed. Excellent work on the smock.

G8, Seated German, (6) is an SS
trooper in camo smock and netted helmet, nodding
off in the back of your latest softskin. He's got one
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foot up, as if resting on a can or crate
Neat idea.

G14, SS Tank Rider, (7) features an

55 soldier in field uniform and helmet

with cama cover, braced against the tur-
ret of a tank. It's a terrific pose and well
balanced.

G15, S8 Tank Rider, (8) is a, shall
we say, cocky fellow riding astride the
tank barrel. Freud would have a field day
with this one. But again, it's an authentic
pose, in camo smock and netted helmet.

G16, SS Tank Rider, (9) is a bare-
headed man in field unifarm, either think-
ing “this really sucks™ or nodding off. He
sports a full combat load on his back.

G21, 88 Tank Rider, (10) is another
figure to pose over the driver or gunner vision
port. Again, he's resting comfortably and taking
advantage of the break in the action.

G22, S8 Tank Rider, (11) is an officer type in
camo smock and Schirmutze, posed on the cor-
1er of the turret. There's a whole slew of tank rid-
ers in this series and it's a welcome addition for
nodelers looking to pick and choose their sup-
porting players.

Cocgend I
Here's a whole gang of new guys from Korea.

If these look familiar, Jeong Ho Seo, whose work
s also found in Corée and Jaguar, has sculpted
nost of them. There's a lot to love here.
LFD002, German Infantry Winter Clad WWII,
(12) is a standing German with MP40 pouches,
loque and parka. He's a casual guy, hanging out
In the snow.
LF0005, Wallen SS Tank Crew #2 WWII,
(13) is a happening dude in pea pattern field uni-
lorm and camo cover, bracing his Walther
for action
LFODO6, German MP WWII, (14) is a
standing Feldgendarme with rubberized over-
coat and gorget, directing traffic. Remember
the days when the only quy like this came
with Tamiya's Flak 887 Maybe you're not that
old. We've come a long way, baby.
LF0008, German Fallschirmjdger
WWII, (15) is a no-nonsense looking para-
trooper in buttoned down jump smock and
lace-up boots. He sports an MP40 and
ammo pouches.
LFD010, German molorcycle rider set
for Ntaleri BMW R75, (16) continues the
recent deluge of cyclists and we can't get
enough of ‘'em. There's a standing infantry-
man, presumably the driver and a seated
figure that snugs right down into the sidecar.
The set also includes an overcoat that hangs
an the back of the sidecar.
LF0012, US Tank Crew #2 WWIL, (17)

5 a standing US tanker in zipped up jacket
and tanker helmet, with one hand poised
abave his holster. Just right for the easygo-
ng tanker look
LF0015, US 101st Airborne Indian
Head WWII, (18) (no kidding) is a




Screaming Eagle sporting the pre-
Normandy invasion Mohawk haircut.
This look is hard to come by in
1/35th scale and he looks great. He's
holding a Thompson and the para-
trooper fatigues are dead on.
LF0017, US Soldier at rest #2
Vietnam, (19) is a seated grunt in jun-
ple fatigues and jungle boots, perched
atop a Mermite can. This is another
just-right guy in a non-action pose
LF0020, Russian Tank Crew
WWII, (20) is a solo Soviet in overalls
and canvas tanker helmet, with a flare pistol poised
at the ready. We're finally getting a good selection
of Russian tankers and this guy's perfect.
LF0021, US 82nd Airborne Officer & German
POW (WWII), (21) marks the first vignette in the
series and also a change from the smaller Hornet-
size boxes to the larger industry standard. This is
a great little scene, with a German officer bereft of
gear. That's a look that's hard to find. His equip-
ment and helmet are cast onto the base. The para-
trooper holds a Thompson and has his left hand up
against his captive. A four-piece fence section is
also included
LF0022, US Soldier Poncho Clad (Vietnam),
(22) will appeal to anyane who ever walked
through the rain wearing a full ruck and the univer-
sally smelly poncho. He has his M16 barrel-down
over his shoulder and a camo cover on his steel
pot. It's a simple and correct piece.
LF0023, Fallschirmjdger 1941, (23) is a
German paratrooper with a nice little base. He
has a full chute on his pack, MP40 pouches
strapped around his ankles and is pondering his
jump helmet. And here's an uncommon detail
the unloaded MP40 is in the canvas carrer
stuck in his belt. Excellent.
LF0D24, German infantry at rest WWII,
(24) is a sitting German wearing a Zeltbahn
quarter as a camo smock. There's some US
gear cast onto the base and a Kar98K rifle rest-
ing against his shoulder.
LF0026, German Ski Troopers Set (WWII),
(25) is a large base with a pair of jagers wing-
ing their way gently down the slope. Their boots
and skis are cast onto the base. The front man
brandishes an MP40 and wears an anorak and
Einheitsfeldmiize. His companion holds a
Kar98K rifle and wears a white winter suit and
Soviet-style fur cap. Both have mountain rucks
on their backs. We've seen German ski troops
from Jaguar, Dragon and Warriors, and these
guys fit right in. They're also sold separately, with-
out bases; the guy with the MP40 is LFOD27 and
the man in the fur cap is LFO028, Skis and boots
are naturally included so you can position them on
a base of your own making.
LF0029, Ready for a Feast, (26) is an instant
classic. It sometimes takes years for a company to
produce a 'signature piece’ and Legend already
has one. A cyclist guns the throttle with his left
hand, while his right holds a large hog-tied sow in
the sidecar. It's hilarious. A meal sack is included
which fits exactly onto the spare tire and a rolled
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tarp fits right over the passenger
seat. Don’t miss this one, folks.
LF0032, Vietnam 1971, (27) is
another great piece featuring a grunt
toting a Vietnamese boy on his
shoulder. The Gl wears a bandana,
flak vest and jungle fatigues and
boots, and carries an M16. The child
wears shorts and a shirt and is hap-
pily munching on a chocolate bar.
Hoo-ah. This is anather winner,
LF0033, German Infantry
Having a Meal WWII, (28) is a
standing German munching a
nouthful of potato soup. He's an S5
lype in smock and camo cover.
Ihere’s a neat little base here, featur-
ing a bucket of potato soup, log,
mess pot and other gear molded
ight on. His cheeks are bulging and
the end of his spoon is cast sepa-
rately. You'll like him, we promise.
LF0034, German Tank Crew Set,
(29) features 5SS supermen Wittman
and Woll in a classic, well pho-
tographed pose. Wittman wears his
black tanker uniform and gloves and
Woll is in the impeccable pea pattern
uniform which Wittman's crew
appeared in. They're having a nice
conversation. Wittman is also avail-
able separately, sold as LF0035.

M35 RS |

MK35 of France has sent along a
whole batch of new civilians, in addition
{0 the two women we put in The Model
Citizen. There are so few civilians out
there in model land and these guys are
just the ticket. Check ‘em out,

FOB5, Grandpa Seated on a Chair,
(30) is a fine old geezer resting his hands
on a cane. He's perched in a chair, which
itself is five parts and well engineered

F092, Civilian with a Basket on the
Back, (31) (wasn't that a song title?) is
a strolling gent in cap and vest with a
woven papoose-style basket on his
back. Fill it with potatoes, wood, straw,
ar laundry; you choose the load

F094, Priest with a Botile in His
Hand, (32) is a large, bearded, bald,
frocked, priest checking out the latest
vintage. You're going to see a lot of this
figure—he's one of those with the prop-
er oomph that you just gotta have.




potbellied man in coveralls pondering a hammer
and wrench. Swap out the tools and he could be
doing just about anything.

F098, “Exodus” (Civilian), (34) brings us an
elderly looking man in a beaten hat, obviously a
refugee. He carries a valise in one hand and has
twin bags strapped across his chest. Coming
soon 1o the diorama road nearest you.

F100, Civilian Having Backache, (35) is
another good idea. With all those wheelbarrows
and all that rubble, this guy's a natural, He's all
one piece except for his forearms; his hands are
cast right on to his hips.

F103, Civilian with a Bag on His Back, (36)
IS @ man in hat, rolled sleeves and suspenders
struggling under the weight of what appears 1o be
a large bag of potatoes. It's a good pose, with the
strain showing

F106, Priest No. 2, (37) is @ younger man
of the cloth clutching a Bible, with an umbrella
hanging from his wrist. Like his older counter-
part, you're going to see a lot of this one

FResicas! Ie——

We like these guys from Belgium. They're
doing beautiful stuff with beautiful details and
plenty of cast-on gear. Filling great voids in the
British arena. And we haven't found a flaw yet
in their casting!

35.546, Airborne soldier/rifle at the ready,
(38) is a stralling paratrooper bracing his .303
for action. He wears the camoufiaged Denison
smock and jump helmet and is loaded with gear.

35.547, Airborne soldier with rifle, (39) is
the obvious companion piece to .546, also
brandishing his .303. He wears the same cam-
ouflaged Denison smock and jump helmet and
is loaded with gear along with an extra ban-
doleer slung around his neck. He also includes
a second head with beret,

35.548, British MP at ease, (40) is just the guy
for your traffic jam or crossing. His hands are
clasped behind his back and he wears standard bat-
tle dress and web gaiters. The lanyard for his Webley
is cast around his neck. And, he comes with two
heads, the other a bit thicker than the one shown.

35.549, British tanker with can, (41) is anoth-
er good “un, featuring a bareheaded tanker toting a
can of petrol. His blouse is unbuttoned and his
beret is tucked into his epaulette, And he looks
somewhat pissed.

35.550, Airborne soldier with rifle/Bren
Gunner No. 2, (42) is a third smock-clad para-
trooper toting an ammo can. He carries his .303 in
his right hand and has some truly lovely netting on
his jump helmet.

35.551, UK tank crew (Denims) repairing
track, (43) is a trio of overall-clad tankers ponder-
ing their next step. Two figures are kneeling, while
the third man leans over and instructs. Four resin
hand tools are also included.

35.552, “Second Left" (Motorcycle MP &
Dfficer), (44) is a handy pair of British types pon-
dering a map. The MP is properly attired in battle
blouse with deep white cuffs and bloused boots,
while the other chap wears battle dress and bon-
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net. A full-color map is also
included.

Scale P i
Accessories (SMA)

Here are two brand new
winter dudes from SMA of
England.

052, German Winter
Soldier with MP44 Gun, (44)
has a no-nonsense Eastern
Front dude with fur cap, fur-
lined parka, felt boots, MP44
and Panzerfaust. He's a resin
figure, with white metal
weapons. Just add nght arm
and weapons and you're ready
10 paint.

054, German Winter Cameraman, (45) is to
the best of our recollection, only the second such
figure done in 1/35th scale. Somebody has to
shoot the picture and there were plenty of winter
shots taken in WWII. Here's the guy that did it all.
(We believe his name was Ernst.) He's resin with
a white metal camera and wears the two-piece
reversible winter suit. Just the thing to fill a corner
of your diorama, or to build an entire scene.

lltraCast I

We're growing rather fond of these chaps
from Canada. We like their style and their big
beefy figures—the 1/35 figures not the real guys.

First up are two brand spankin' new headsets.
35025, British Heads WWII (With Armored
Corps Helmets), (46) is a five-head set. This is
very distinctive, as most British tankers are
depicted wearing berets. Headphones are just
visible on two of ‘em. Also new is 35028, British
Heads WWII/Tank Crew #3, (47) featuring five
heads in berets with assorted expressions and
moustacnes,

35026, American Tank Crewman Europe
1943-45, (48) is the perfect companion to 35023,
shown a couple of issues back. He's wearing over-
alls with tanker helmet and jacket and is gonna
look just right atop that turret. Gotta have him.

35027, Canadian Commonwealth Tank
Crew—Normandy 1944, (49) is a three-man set
with one full figure and two partials, designed for
Dragon's Sherman Firefly. They're wearing
armored crew denim overalls and tanker berets.
Here's something cool—they include all 5 heads
from 35028. Dig it.

35029, Canadian/British Tank Commander—
Normandy 1944, (50) is a fine strappin’ lad in
armored crew denim overalls, tanker beret and
P37 web gaiters. He's either raising or lowering his
binoculars and is superbly detailed.

The manufacturers submit all figures reviewed
in the Mini-Men section.
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version had impr ;
hull  d

not reach prn-du

was the SdKfz 234/2 (with enclosed turret and I'J'le
only one in the series with a nickname—Puma);
nextcame the 2 spen top, short barreled 7.5cm
KwK}; third was the 234/1 (with 2cm turret similar
to the SdKfz. 222 armored car); and finally the
234/4 (u]wn top, long barreled 75cm PaK 40),
[taleri remains the only injection mmp.m'.' to tack-
le these vehicles, producing the /2 /

the (i.u'l. agw. aml fmall ¥ mlp.mnq 1

and a spp.mmE,I _v shre rug prpw.nw in th war, nui_v
101 Pumas were manufactured by Bissing-NAG,

wagen was
I\nnwn only as lhp'wd[x 2 234 the */2" was added as
further varia 1 production. Thort-

four Puma (-ump each comprised

cles that were attached to panzer divisions serving
on the Eastern and Western (ronts. Thus, our litile

saga continues..,

The overview

The Italeri kit has been with us for about 25
years and it's still the only Puma around. This has
given the after market guys plenty of time to hopin
and take her for a spin. Eduard and Royal have both
released detail sets specifically for the 234/2 and
Elefant, Jordi Rubio, and a few other generic details
can turn this old standard into a real gem. Onee
again it's a matter of picking and choosing which
etch versions to use, Eduard takes vou inside, while
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again,

There are amazingly few photos of the 234s
probably owing to their relatively late introduction
to the war and low numbers. The Darlington
Productions reference provides several photos of
good ol' number 1111, captured by the British and
Hhip[lﬂl hunw Lnlhe School of Tank Technology for

featured in
numerous nther puhllmtmm The project com-
with the lower hull exterior. MR wheels
»d a valve stem from brass wire. The
late war rims featured 10 mounting holes, five of
which were used to mount the wheel to the hub.
Several of the lug nuis were a little dicey, so
replacements were installed using
(1a-da!) injection bolts from MR. The
five unused holes in each wheel were
drilled out for depth. As evi-
denced in the photos, there are dozens
of rivets and bolts everywhere on the
lower hull exterior, which were
punched from sheet plastic. The four
front wheels each have six bolt heads
on the suspension mounts and the
four rear wheels have four bolt heads
on each of their mounts. Additional
bracing was added to ea 18
mount on the hull, {
square of sheet plastic. 've worked
out an expeditious method for apply-
ing these bolts, First, punch out a nice

Next, apply

nt to the target area,

fhe bottle cap. This stuff dries

bolt heads at a time is just about the

quick swipe is all it takes. Now wet a tooth-

pick on your tongue, stick it to a plastic bolt head
and apply it to the model where the glue is wet,




long time sinee [ huilt a purely exte-
- Lbwo lower side doors, the interior
90% invisible, So, everything inside—
seats, floor plate, breech, ete.—

. Onwarid

s side fenders on the 234s can't be
1e upper and lower hull halves are
nointerior to deal with, Lmerrily did
re mounting the fenders—a truly

it, | must say—the second stowage bin

' ved out and opened up.

set of eight replace-

1 d one here. All eight
rved out and replaced with

ions formed from a mixture of
parts box pieces. Each features
the vertical slide that in real life

would secure the door, a combination
catch and hasp and a padlock that
secures the vertical slide to the hasp,
'm sure plenty of padlocks were lost
in combat, so I used a mixture of dif-
ferent locks. Sheef plastic was used
for the interior walls of the opened

I-3. On the turret, Jordi Rubio’s alu-
minum barrel and metal muzzle
brake came aboard to replace the
kft barrel. The gorgeous smoke dis-
charger set {s from Elefant. Eduard
provides a hasp for the loaders
hatch and periscope covers for both hatches. Royal Model adds three lifting hooks, haleh grab handles
and a screen for the exhaust vent af the rear of the turret roof. The kit vent was drilled out and a clos-
ing panel was installed. The antenna mount is from GREIF and later received a Minimeca stainless
steel antenna. 4. A close-up of the white metal muzzle brake. 5. A rew co-axial MG was added from the
parts box. 6, 7. Dozens of rivets and bolts were added everywhere on the lower hull exterior and these
were puniched from sheet plastic. Additional bracing was also added to the cach suspension mount on
the hull. Flexible tubing was used to replicale the hydraulic lines. 8, 9. An overview of the hull with all
the bits in place. Royal provided the five resin covers for the vision ports. 10, 11 I opted for Eduard's
Jerry ean brackels, which are innovative one-piece affairs that simply fold around the fuel can. The
Jerry cans in the kit are pretty wretched, but Italeri’s Jorry Can Set saved the day. 12 The turned alu-
minum mudguard poles are from Elefant with Royal etched bases. 13. That's the Royal Model resin fire
extinguisher with their etched bracket. Iy, Various lools dressed up with Eduard. I5. Royal strikes
again, their nifty anlenna combo and folding stowage box. 16, The Tamiya jack wrapped in Royal. I7.
Eduard’s spare tire brackel, license plate frames and handles for the rear engine panel.
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compartment and also to fill in the bottoms of the
center compartments on each fender. To mount the
fenders, the same Tamiya cement was swiped along
the joining edge of the fender; it was quickly tacked
into position, then secured from the bottom side
using PlastiZap.

Turret syndrome

The Puma turret in the kit is an easy build, con-
sisting of the turret proper, hatches, turret floor
and mantlet. Jordi Rubio’s aluminum barrel and
metal muzzle brake came aboard to replace the kit
barrel. The smoke discharger set {rom Elefant was
wired up and mounted—a very unigque and gor-
geous accessory. The six white metal canisters
included were set aside; T used punched plastic to
replicate unused canisters in the two lower tubes,
Eduard provides a hasp for the loader hatch and
periscope covers for both hatches. Royal Model adds
three lifting hooks, hatch grab handles and ascreen
for the exhaust vent at the rear of the turret roof.
The kit vent was carefully drilled out and the clos:
ing panel for this venl was installed by gluing a
scrap of sheet plastie from the inside of the turret,
An antenna mount from GREIF (#005) was added
in lieu of the kit part and Minimeca stainless steel
wire formed the antenna.

That's why they call it
the Cadillac Ranch

There are several add-ons to the hull, which
were addressed at this stage, Royal provides five
resin covers for the vision ports (and etched tem-
plates for enlarging the kit openings, if you choose
to show them raised). License plate frames from
Eduard were attached to the front and rear, along
with their spare tire bracket and handles for the
rear engine panel. Royal provides hinges for this
panel as well. Both Ednard and Royal sets feature
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18. Although Eduard provides parts for all the lo
M;:;lly :-:;or ope;:i. I&ﬁmd:r was s _
a ack in com a rariely ones
Eduard, Royal and others. 20. The spare tire wi '
stem. 21 [ used Wumwmmmuﬂ L

Lehr in 1944. 22 Suita M

and styrene strip made mﬂmqﬂ“
mised that the box behind the fire was.
smoke grenades. 24, The turrel mthlﬂﬂ f a biza
when finished. 25 The completed 1
antenna mount mh.’o’n‘gmﬁm .
provide paris ta M mrﬂﬂtmu_. :
when wp.:uw nnmmpmmmf;w sl
showing the Royal ammao can, m
suite. 29 Hey, check out that rear end! The la
wheei was mounied ai a pecuiiar angie on

cal numbers and German crass are more VP

the square stowage tiedowns; the Puma needs
eight of them, four along each side of the hull.

Fender for yourseif

The large side fenders are where the
detailing party is really happening, !nnwl :
for Bduard’s jerry can brackets, which are
innovative one-piece affairs that simply
fold around the fuel can and are joined by &
pair of separate wing nuts. [ planned to use
Tamiya's spiffy jerry cans,
but the Eduard set was
designed for the [taleri kit,
which feature jerry cans
made by (anyone? any-
one?) ltaleri. So. guess
what; (anyone? anyone?)
the Tamiya cans are larg-
er. The jerry cans in the kit
are pretty wretched, but
[taleri's Jerry Can Set
(#402 and probably the best bang
for the modeling buck :

Puma, pairon
the left rear fender was replaced |
with a large stowage box. This box.
is seen on several wartime photos:
and may have been a late war
production change. Again, both
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camo was sprayed in the field, how was the plate
beneath the turret treated? Was the turret turned,
or was the camo only sprayed around a stationary
turret? [ decided my guy had the sense to climb in
and rotate the turret several times during the paint-
ing Like so many German camo applications, it
depended on the guy doing the spraying,) I started
my wash of Burnt Sienna and Raw Umber artist
oils and noticed a little orange-peeling under the
fenders; so [ switched to a wash of Windsor &
Newton Artisan Water Mixable Oil Color (Raw
it and should again men-  Umber), cut with Polly S Airbrush Thinner. The
tion both eompmﬁm pmvide Puma was then given a good serubbing of lightened
SIVE PALLS 101 OPETLIE Up.  paizer yellow ihen a quick dusiing wiih ihe air-
engine vents on the rear deck. 1  brush. Light metal wear was replicated using silver
1o pass for now until I ean  printer’s ink cut with Raw Umber and Burnt
12-cylinder diesel engine.  Sienna; [ decided that my Puma was a fairly fresh,
time | get topart 4 clean vehicle, A sprinkling of stowage was added to
| ) the hall and inside the open stowage bin. Dollhouse
rlllirrared paper mentioned in many previous arti-
cles again came into play for the rear view mirror
m“;ﬁﬁl" ui;haﬂ the and another length of Minimeca stainless steel
centers  yire was placed in the second antenna mount.
During the painting process, dry transfers from VP
were used for the hull numbers and tactical mark-
‘I:%s ;wre hand painted on the hull, placing this
i icle in a heavy recon company of the Panzer
er M“E’ﬂ;‘l‘ ‘ﬁmﬂjﬁ“ﬁ’c Lehr Division operating in France in 1944,
‘hhm With no interior detailing, the Puma still man-
aged to garner 316 additional detail parts. Coming
next issue: the 234/3, <38

—Joe Porter

_ m Kit number 202. One of a kind, the only member of the 234 family that
et. Retail price $20.00.
! ! -mm Detail Set. Set number 35198. Designed specifically
with goodies including the acetate instrument parels and firewall vent,
| price $19.99.
Detail Set. Set number 198. Also designed specifically for the ltaleri
plus resin goodies and a half figure. Retail price 2?7.
SdKfz. 234 PUMA spate Ausfuhrung. Set number 35112. Eight resin
nmm featuring the late dome-shaped rims with bilateral holes. Retail price $15.65.
. ‘Rauchgranatwerfer NbK 39. Set number 35405. Smoke canisters
variety of panzers. Features etched brackets, turned aluminum tubes and
- thhg mmmaacbsa Retail pnea $5.95.

purorm.'ng this mnda' can contact jporer@cosmichovine.com

gen (Sdkiz. 234). Darlington Productions, Museum Ordnance Special No,
-reference with a comprehensive development history and excel-
wh’daa Probablyme only place you'll find the shots you need.
: - Schiffer Publishing, 1994. An affordable

ce Hall-Tracks 1939-4 Ospmy‘.r‘anguardSafias#ZQ
largammberofvehiclas bul !he centerfold artwork of a 234/4

World War Two. Arms and Armour Press, 1993. Once again, the
.Themseﬂesbeglnsnnpagamz
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Model Citizen

ver half of the world's population is divided 35 times. We're not censors and admittedly
female, but in the 1/35th world, they there might be a figure or two here that pushes the
account for about 1%. In our never end-  envelope of tastefulness. So if you've never in your
ing quest to break new ground and keep  whole life been naked and nudity offends you, please
youfully informed, we proudly presenta  turn the page. Oh, and please appreciate the fact that
somewhat comprehensive look at the female form  we didn’t enjoy this at all. Not one bit,

* Injection plasticcom Coree * Thisha apnin’ gal comes paired with a German dis-
panies aren’t really known for their vateh rider in Do You Wanna Bide? (20059) (figure 4), She
female figures, as you'll realize when  looks great. She's also available completely nude, as the
vou finish reading this. Or maybe you  Female Academy Figure (#0060). Other females in the line
already knew that. Academy has a  include Comrade, Mon Amowr (#0044), with a sultry gal sit-
single female, a Vietnamese girl that  ting beside a German in a Kabelwagen
is included with their MIZAT  or Stevr; Comrade, Mon Amouwr i
Vietnam (#1389), (#0063), a good looking gal on the back
ADV/Azimut * This French com-  0f & motoreyele (with a Germanl; and
panty has an extensive figure linethat ~ Last Tango in Paris(20073), 3 woman
includes more than a few females,  tripping the light fantastic with—of
Look for #3520, Woman and Baby  COUrse—a Lerman,

#35206, Young Woman with Basket, Custom Dioramics ® Oneof the
#35515, Waitress (figure 1)} #35519,  newer gals on the scene is part of the
Woman with Bucket (figure 2} Refugee Set #1(#4001), (figure 5) which
#30037, Woman Cleaning 35038,  includes the whole family, wagon and
Ladies, #35552, Old Woman wilth  horse. She's carrving a baby and inter-
Umbrelle and #35564, Civilian Lady — estingly enough, she and the child are a
Andrea * Andrea is one of the  one-piece casting. A fine sculpt and a
go-anywhere gal.

world's foremost figure companies
and since most of their subjectscome  Dragon I you blinked twice you
from centuries past, they don't get  might have missed them, but there are
much press in these pages. However, Leaning ﬁr’r((ﬂﬂ-"}‘ﬁ.'.l’ﬁ} gets our vote for  two females in the Dragon line. The
Queen of the 1/35th Females (main photo). She's a metal figure and could be
wed in the country of vour choice. And she's smoking’, in more ways than one,
er name is actually Lili and she first appeared
with a lamppost and a very eager looking
German in Lili of the Lamplight (#85-56). The
only other Andrea gal is SG-AZ, Segfed

. ; :

first is from the Ked
Army Scouts & Snipers

Vietnamese (irl
Ara * Figure purists
may well remember
ARA, which went
under a few years ago.
They produced some of
the [inest white metal
figures ever seen,
in¢luding a number of
females So if you ever
find some, buy them
for us, won't you? Of
sarticular note was a
'WITGI in service uni-
form kissing his girl
goodbye. A true classic.
Belgo * Belgo was
well known back in the
80s for producing
alfordably priced
white metal }igum&
Granted, they weren't
always the highest
quality; but they had
several figures nobody else
was making (and still aren't).
The untimely death of the
owner put the line off the mar-
ket for a few years, but they're
apparently back in production
through DreamCatcher of
Belgium. A handful of civilian
females were produced in
addition to the Religious
Cornet (504) (figure 3) seen
here. Originally she was carry-
ing a picnic basket, now lost in
the sands of time. Nuns are
very hard to come by, 5o keep
your eyes peeled for this one,
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(#6068 ) and the second is
a nurse figure that
comes in the Kubel-
wigen Awmbulance Con-
version Set (#6157). This
handy set includes the
; complete German Med-
ical Troops(#6074), parts for ereating the Kibelwagen ambulance,
adoctor and the aforementioned nurse.

DreamCatcher ® This is a brand new line from Belgium and
Just so you ean keep your female reference together, we're mention-
ing this one twice in oneissue (see the Mini-Men for a photo). #54004,
IDF Medevas, includes a well-rounded Israeli female medic helping
a wounded tanker to safety. You can’'t do much with her without the
wounded guy, since they're cast in tandem. But she's very well done
and deserves mention here.

Dyl’iastv * Brand new from Dynasty come two
figure sets which include females. Soldier and
Grivlfriend (#35011), features a pair in bed and
Bathing Girl in Tub(#35014) features, presum-
ably, a girlin a tub, Samples, please? Pretty please?
ESCI » Also worth a mention here is the woman
that was included in ESCI's b-figure Partisans set,
long ago in a galaxy {ar, Tar away. Still found regu
larly on the vendor tables, she might just win a
Lifetime Achievemnent Award for Most Converted
Figure Ever.

Globe * Who! That's what we said when we
found this figure at a model show. Globe of
Germany came and went pretty quickly, but
reports [rom Eoromilitaire say they're back in
husiness. Their first release (#N.1) was a white
metal figure, and as a 54mm is a bit larger than her
cohorts. And she's completely, 100% butt nekkid.
Hornet * Aswirl of putty is all it takes to com-
Elcte these resin Female ;'Iead.s, Bald (#HH10

igure 6) and convert any female aroun
though mun1¥ show 3 here, there are 5 in the

set. Hornet has a few other white metal gals in the



line as well, including WENS Girl with Blowing Skirt ($BHIZ ), ATS
trarl Firing Stocking (#BHIB), Soviet Female MP(#RHOLY, [sraeli
Female Soldier with Uzi (#2H01). And don’t forget their “‘Wild West'
series: Belle Starr(#WW03), Annie Oalkley(8WWO06 ), and Calamity
Jare (#WWI1). These are 54mm, but could be made to fit within a
hth-scale scene.

Italeri * Italeris lone female comes as an accessory in the
Sehwimmwagen (2313) (figure 7), which appears under several dif-
{erent numbers in several dif ferent boxes. This is still one of the best
values on the market, with the wvehicle, bicycle, Luftwaffe pilot,
Fallschirmjager and this gal. She wears the Luftwaffe service uni-
{orm for females and sensible shoes,

J ® Jaguar gets the prize for Most Normal Female Miniatures
You Can Show Your Family. And, they're among the best figures out
there. From #63017, Have A Drink?(figure 8), comes a young woman
reaching for a bottle from a pair of rpassa (ierman types, #63020,
German Nurse Dressing Wounded 1gumrtll§. has a nurse holding the
hand of a wounded SS tanker (we included him in the photo because
their hands are cast together), 563063, A Hera s Welcome( figure 10), is
4 Jag-0-Rama with wharf base, a conquering U-boat commander and
a slender young navy fraulein a éﬁauﬂin,i{h!&hem!} Zip on to #653114
and you'll find A¢ Hmr&rv&csf ure 1), with a civilian gal steppin
up to a vehicle, Courteous German included. =63116, Nylons( figure 12),
has a GI Willys-type driver offering nylon stockings to the sweet thing

you see here, And #63125,
Hey There (figure 13),
includes a  lantastic
Vietnamese woman sitting
on the ground.

MK35 = MK calls
France home and they've
cranked out a female from
time to time. Two of their
very latest are shown here.
FOU9 introduces Woman
Wha Piddles (figure 14)
(hey, we just report this
SlllFl'] and F101 brings us
Woman Pushing on a
Landaw (figure 15) a long
overdue set of a woman
with a baby carriage (baby
included). Included sepa:
rately are a teddy bear,
baby bottle and loaf of bread

Puchala = Ulrich Puchala is a German producer of white metal

‘re not widely distrib-

uted, but they have a series of about a dozen 1/35 nude females in var-

ious poses, along with a female head set. They also produce a neat lit-

tle series of female German home front types for mmm;l%semh- o
and 210), al

figures. Perhaps you never heard of them.

lights and other apparatus (s 202, 203, 206, 208, 209

with a DRK-Schwester
{Nurse) (#205). And the
nifty little set shown in
the phoeto (£200) (figure
16) includes a Luftwaffe
secretary with chair,
desk and typewriter,
Scale Model
* SMA
has three females in
their current listing as
follows, German Nurse
{Kneeling) #1014; Old
Civilian Woman, s102%:
and Woman Soldier
Dancing #1035,
SOL = We're still wait-
ing to see these in person
and another three
females are found in the
Sol line. There's #3001,
Mama & Baby, #3005,
Mama & Child and
#3012, German Nurses WWIT(2)
Tamiya * Like Academy and ltaleri,
Tamiya has one plastic gal in the whole
line. The Russian Army Tank Crew
Eﬂ:ﬁ:!]ﬂ in-eludes the figure seen here,
figure 17) an uniformed, pony-tailed

female sashaying past her male
conmrades
Verlinden Productions = VP

once ruled the roost when it came to 1/35
females. A lot of these are now discontin-
wed, but vou can still find them at shows
or tucked away in hobby shops. Test your
knowledge—remember the Nurse with
Children? How ‘bout the Swimming
Soldiers set? It included the half-girl
shown here, She was also cast into Twoin
A Tub(#0217). Bathing Girl (#0218) (fig:
ure 18) is a true classic. #0266 brought us
What Did You Do fn The Wai, Daddy?
(figure 19), featuring man and woman in
bed, either before or after (judging by that
empty wine bottle and the cigar, it's
after). Peasan!s #0297, included a rather
sad soul. Another early classic was
Farmer’s Wife & Dawghter Still activein
the line are #0394, Nurses WWI (figure
20) and the Russian traffic control
woman from #1174, Soviet Frfantry WWIL
(figure 21) Another set, Soviet Officers
WWIT (#0805), features a female Soviet
clutching a satchel. Also still available are
the re released Saturday Night Bath
Vietnam (#1076) featuring a scantily clad
Vietnamese gal and Liberation Europe

Irﬂl-l-'jl'il with a presumably
French femme launching her-
self onto a GL

ong
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Here’s what’s currently cooking on the company griddle

Allied-Axis, The Photo Journal of the Second World War
96-page soft cover publication with rare and interesting photos of the vehicles and
equipment of WWZ. All photos are from the world’s government archives and muse-
ums, and many are hrought 1o light for the first time in over fifiy years. Published in
landscape fashion in order v showcase these rare photos in their original format and
in full page size. Allied-Axts will contain two 10 four subjects per Issue 11 x 8.5 inch
forma. Soft cover with rigid binding, 96 pages, B&W w/color cover.

Issue iumber { (available in limited quantifies):

= Panther Atlack in Alsace-Lorraine.

= The A4V2 Missile.

o Tetrach: Airborne Tank.

« Sherman Flail

« Wirbelwind Anti-Aircraft Tank.

Iesuie numbier 2 (anailable ),

* Kettenkrad Extensive coverage of a restored example plus bistorical photos.

« DUKW. Extensive coverage of a restored example plus historical photos,

« Grille, German 15cm sell-propelled gun. Historical photos, plus deiails of a
recenily recovered Grille SPG in Austria

= Dodge 3/4-lon trucks. Extensive coverage of a restored examples plus bistorical
Phatos including Pation’s specially modified command car.

Issue mumber 3 (fentative);

= The mighty FAMO. Specatactdar shots of the FAMO and its trailer recovering a
Panzer Il on the Eastern front with the 23rd panzer Division. These never before
Jrubiished photos show the complete recovery and include deatil shots of the
Irailer and the tractor as well as shots of the recovered tank's engine change.
These photos also briefly feature a Biissing Nag truck 5-fon crane trick,

» Wespe in action. Extensive coverage of a disassembled museum vebicle
(engine, gun compartment and other hidden details) plus bistorical photos
showcasing fuse fixing and firing. Also includes original drawings of the gun and
other delails

Isste mmrber 4 (lentative).

* Dragon Wagon. Extensive bistoric photographic coverage with both WW2 and
post-war phatos (sofi-cab and bard-cab versions of the tractor), many never
before published. Plus many, many shots of conlemporary vebicles, original
draneings and tech manual shots.

« Ward Lafrance M1 Wrecker. Extensive coverage of a restored example plus
historical photos and tech manual shots.

» Germican elght-iwbeel armored cars. Histortcal photos and drarvings.

And in futnre issues:

» Mack NO. 7.5-ton truck. Extensive coverage of a restored example plus
bistorical and in-action photos.

« Sdkfz. 2501 "Alte.” Extensive coverage of a restored example, including
nterior and exterior details, plus bistorical photos.

= [VT-4, Extensive coverage of a perfectly restared exampile plus tech manual shots.
« German Heavy Guns, A multi-part series showcasing the 15cm, I7cm and
2lcm gun wilh bistorical photos.

's the bomb!

« Diamond-T Tank Transporter. Extensive coverage of a perfectly restored
example plus bistorical photos and tech mannal shois.

*» German Reichixabm. Dozens of bistorical phoios showing German rail cars,
Published guarterly

Movers, Haulers, Pushers & Shakers: Modeler's
Guide to Engineering and Recovery Vehicles
The first of a two part series covers a wide range of tracked 1:35th scale engineering

and recovery vehicles from bridgelayers o ARVS! 15 models are covered in detail
from assembly 1o paint. Each model is also accompanied by a detailed section of

photos of the actual vehicle, which in
some Instances includes rare historical
photos. 8.5 x 11 inch format. Soft cover
with rigid binding, 120 pages, 32 page
full-color gallery section.

COMING SOON!

Modeler's Guide to the Tiger Tank

Get ready for a Tiger extravaganza! This will be the mother of all modeling guides, cov-
ering both the Tiger 1 and Tiger II! 14 individual Tiger tank models are covered,
ranging from prototype 1o production. These are supplemented with HUNDREDS of

beautifully rendered original line drawings showcasing
the many production details of the Tiger | & Il—and a
lavish wartime photo gallery. And. as always, the title will
include 2 comprehensive kit and accessory list, as well
as reviews and information on reference sources, plus
construction notes, detailing tips and more! Thinking of
wrning Japanese? You'll want to wait for this one! Soft
cover with rigid binding, 156 pages, 32 in full-color.

Publicationdate TBA . .............cvvuns e o S $28.95

Modeler's Guide to the Sturmgeschiitz

Stulc madness descends! MMIR looks at
all the SwG variants offered in 1/35th
scale. Models A, B, OD, E, F ¥/8, G and
StuG IV are covered, with Stull, early mid
and late versions of the G and early and
late versions of the StuG IV, wo. 14 fin-
ished models in all! Like the earlier
Modeler's Guide to the Sherman, this title . "
will include scale plans, dozens of wartime phulus .{n.cl tons of kit [‘E[Lri_'m‘_'l_ informa-
tion, construction notes and detailing tips. The ultimate modeling tool! Soft cover with
rigid binding, 120 pages, 32 in full-color.

Available from your faverite vendor or directly
235 NE 6th Ave. # Suite G * Delray Beach, FL 33483 ¢ 561-2

m Ampersand
-9686 * Fax 561-266-9786
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3 JSF 3 01209 / Lockheed JSF X-35 (1/72) 01212/ Sukhoi $-37
September 2000 Delivery September 2000

Available Fall lm

Italeri offers the latest ai'id the greatest in new
subjects for the most discriminating modeler.
Look for these kits at a hobby store near you.




A complete range of mation
allows the barrel to be aimed,
The entire cannon recolls with
the farce of each sheliing

Rotate the turrec340’ and

elevare the cannon to blow off
the baseboards. All to the tune
of grinding, German machinary

With 3 flash of light, the replica MG14

It doesn’t matter what gets i the
way. Mot with independant torsion
bar suspension on all drive wheels

The next breakthrough in RC realism is here — the Tiger | from Tamiya. You'll hear the
engine crank up and accelerate when you move, the turret gears turn and when it fires,

. - you'll swear you're standing next to the real deal. Researchers spent weeks in France

— ;,k—"," ” recording the only working Tiger | in the world. No RC on the market can even come

& *I‘ i G % close to the incredible detail and driving excitement of this beast, much less claim sound.
‘&# E .__', - G} Demand the Tamiya Tiger | from your hobby source today or visit www.tamiya.com

RC GERMAN TIGER |

erman Ti ction full-option complete kit 56010

ac g wew alus recgarns




