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9024 1/3% Brivish Valentine Mk, 111

We are pleased to announce that Dragon Models is releasing the thiee new joint co-operation
(with Alan Hobbies and VM Co. from Russia) kits from the Imperial Series - 9023 Russian Zis-5
Truek, 2024 British Valenfine Mk, Il and 2025 British Bishop Self-Propelled Gun - af very special
prices, even with the addifion of unique features that will be available only in the Dragon release
of these kits, The Zis-5 (9023) will feature additional Soviet Maior Rifle Traops [from 6019) at an
incredible price of $24.98! For the Valentine (9024) and Bishop (9025), these will feature the
new comnecled frack links as well as newly produced figures that are exclusive to the Dragon
releases, The price for the Valentine and Bishop is just $20.98 each and will be available in
June, with all new box art. Check with your local dealer,

COMING SOON! - PANZER Il & PANZER Il WESPE!
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In Review

Trinle A on Double AA 21
The Alan truck wilh an inleresiing addition.

Swing Your Scimitar 25
The long awaited Brifish recce vehicle from AFV Club,

35 To A Tee 29
Resin? Vinyl? Nope, It's styrene baby! The Czech/German 35t tank from CMK.

Bail Out! 32
Another cool scene by Masahkivo Doi. What? You thowght it wonldn't be in color?

North African Style Churchill 37
We look at one of the many fine beanties from Resicast,

Not Your Average Track 41
One big mather of a model: the Jim Shirley 251 halftrack.

1 Am The Warrior 45
The story of the new Academy/Minicraft British APC.

Our Gal Matilda 49
Accurate Armour’s sweel little Mutilda T

T-34 With A Vee 52
Help for an old friend, the new VI-34 conversion kit from Aires

The Pershing Project, Part Two: The M45 56

Don't be afraid, this time il’s only a turrel,

Features

The Mail Bag 3
The readers speak.

Short Takes 4
Thewish list grows and grows. You've been warned..

The Sherman: A Fr ented Look i3
The fourth (or is it fifth?] and final of the series. or isit?

Mini-Men 59

A peek at whats new on Lhe figure fronl,

ON THE COVER:

Masahiro Doi's highly effective Bail Oul diorama.
[t fealures sever: aletebuilt figures as well
as the new Tamiya Otto Carius Tiger with
Fruilmodellismo workable tracks and surprisingly few
other added details

Figures are something we don't often give much
thought to, but “Doi-san” has mastered a variety of
fairly basic techniques to create some stunning
effects. The foot print of this seene is interesting, too,
in that it really isn't much larger than the tank iiself.

Look for the story and his tips starting on page 52
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T've noticed that everyone in the hobby business gets alittle grumpy
during the swmnmer. [n the northern climes, I'm sure this is due to mod-
elers out frolicking in 2ll the nice weather. Modeling is probably not a
fair weather sport (don't ask me what our excuse is down here),

Hobby shop owners and distributors alike tend to be moody. Stuff

Just probably isn't flying of f the shelves like it doesin the fall and win-
ter. The inleresting thing is that some stuff still sells no matter whal.
er And this got me thinking about trends. Now I know we consider our-
- selves a breed aparl. Somewhat above demographics and other such
Edltor nonsense. But we are a definable audience, no doubt about it. We have
buying patterns, Some products jazz us up, while others just sit there.
And we've gone though some interesting periods in the last twenty years or sc. :

The World According to Pat

This is sort of my little version of the developmment of the modern armor industey. Now I'm not going
to go too far back, but one of the more important points to me was the appearance of the diorama sheets
in the old Monogram kits of the Sherman, Panzer IV, Brimmbar, ete. AL one time pretty much all of the
military kits made by Monogram contained these sheets (including the airplane kits).

For the one or {wg of you out there who aren’t familiar with these little wonders, each was a com-
plete modeling article in full color. Authored by Shep Paine, Monogram appeared to give him all the
latitude he needed to make the kits look terrific within some type of diorama. This would even
include sometimes substantially modifying the kif to make it more accurate, What I fell was signifi-
cant about this was that not only did it encourage vou to build the kit, it encouraged vou to DO STUFF
withit, and toit.

Now when these made the scene in the early seventies, diorama building was not new, but Shep (if
I may call him Shep) really did it well, and Monogram was in effect saying “look what YOU can do”

The sheets not only propelled the sales of the kits, I believe they also propelled the enthusiasm of
those purchasing them. Small problem though, At that point in time the hobby was still largel y domi-
naled by kids. Guys in the len to fourtesn year old range, who's incomes, quile obviously, were limited.

We wanted all that cool stuff to make our models better and better, We wanted all the neat and
keen accessories. Guess what? We grew up, went to college, and/or got jobs and also got... M-O-N-E-Y.
Advertising gurus call this “disposable income.” So by the mid-eighties many of us enthusiasts were
ready to actually buy things like airbrushes, compressors, Swiss files, lathes, resin kits and other
expensive goodies, [ know many a modeler (armor or otherwise) who probably loves to buy more than
he loves to build. (Let me let you in on a little secret: this is O.K. If wives can have closets full of shoes
and clothes, you can have closets full of madels)

Soin many ways, it was the aging of the audience that propelled the “armor boom” of the last ten
years or so. Someone else who helped oul a great deal was a little Belgian guy by the name of Francois
Verlinden, He and his related companies just about invented the cottage industry by producing all
that neat stuff for us It is probably true that ali the activity in this avea is what helped entice some
of the plastic manufacturers back into the market, I have this on no solid anthority, but it seems as
though DML is the very creation of this phenomenon. There were kits that weren't available and DML
made sure that they would be... and now they are,

That brings me back to trends. The trend in the late eighties (in plastic) as the armor industry
began to warm up, was distinctly Soviel. I think there were two reasons for this. The first is that Soviet
armor had never been properly expleoited by the industry, and secondly, the Soviet military had a
tremendous mystinue about it at the tme, Information was ulira difficull lo come by—downright
hazardous to your health in some cases. As anyone who reads the paper knows, this mystique evapo-
rated pretly guickly with the collapse of the Soviel Union and the Gull War. The much ballyhooed TCI
kits turned out to be less than exciting when they linally arrived under the Lindberg label. DML
pleked up the ball with ils Soviet kits towards Lthe end of this trend.

The trend quickly turned back towards the all time favorite: German. Modelers seer to fall into
two camps here. They either love it or they hateit. Those who love it remember when they had to bust
their colleclive asses to build a decent version of just about any German armor kit, Some vehicles
could only be scratehrbuilt,

Those who hate the German trend, hate it because it keeps them from getting everything else they
want. This is understandable, but their needs have been addressed to a certain extenl by AFV Club.
The M88 is not only one of the best kits on the market today, it's also one of the best values. DML has
alsodone a greal job with its Korean War series, producing several fine kits. And every once ina while
a cottage industry company like CMD comes along with a kit like the M48 {(bravol).

We always have to realize here in North America—and thisisa little hard to take—we're not the higgest
segment of the modeling audience (Tknow ivs tough to hear), England and Burope represent.aslightly larg
er segment, but by far the Asian audience is the biggest. What they want we get (think Type 80,

Soride the trends, and maybe even think about broadening your modeling horizons. That M88 is bound
to seduce even the most ardent Panzerphile. And ditto on the Tamiva Wespe, to yon Abrams riders.

Are we seeing the market slow down? 1 don't think so. [ think what we have is just Lons and tons of
stuff to choose from. This is bound to slow the pace of sales a bit, but it doesn't necessarily deter the
buyer's desire for existing produet, or especially, new ones. We've got inuch more thinldng to do before
we buy. We need to be informed. Maybe even courted. [ think it will be the companies that do this thar
will continue to prosper in the industry.

From

—Pat Stanseil

Editor MR
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Jager Me This

[ was recently intro-
duced to your magazine
by Gordon Brown at

Cromwell Models
over here in Scotland.

Being old enough

(just) to remember the old
Airfix Tiger in 172 scale
as a“new Lelease and Lo recall the general bewil-
derment when Tamiya appeared on the seene with
such an oddity as 1:35 scale, | have been into mili-
tary modeling long enough to have seen quite a
few modeler's mauwmm come and an, Tt is no

axaggeration to say that MMiR is hy far the finest
product in its field that | have ever seen. [ am
hooked already.

The quality of the kits built for review in the
magazine, combined with first class photography
and that unmistakable sense of humor which runs
through everything, results in a product which in all
honesty I think would be extremely hard to better.

Your very kind review of my book Loyalty is
my Homorin Vol. 2 No 3 of course did nothing to
detract from my already high opinion of MMIR!

On that subject, from my personal conversa-
tions with many of the 85 vets, I think there is
indead an element of jealousy in the opinions they
expressed about the US. Army. They were very
tough cookies indeed, with first class weapons and
equipment, but often let down by appalling short-
ages of [uel and armimunition and almost total lack
of air support towards the end. When they did
capture US. troops they were of len astounded by
the level of comforts supplied to the average G as
compared to themselves, and of course the over-
whelming weight of materiel supply available to
the allies, and the Americans in particular, was a
source of great frustration to them. Unable to direct
their rage at the mefficiencies on their own side, for
nbvinus reasons, they seemed to have turned i,
against those they saw as being “better of {" materi-
ally. Most however, it must be said, did express alik-
ing for the Americans as people and hoped like
crazy that they would be able tojoin forces with the
US. against Stalinin 1945,

Ridiculous though that might seem to us today,
il seemed like a real possibility to them then.

CanTalso pick up on a small point in your
review of DMLY German Ski Troops. The review
states that “There really were no German Ski
Troops per se.” Net sol

18t Ski Jager Division was formed in 1944
having been upgraded from a Ski-Brigade formed
the previous year,

It fought well encugh for several of its person-
nel to be decorated with the Knight's Cross of the
Iron Cross, and had ils own special cap and sleeve
insignia. There is some coverage of them in my new
book for Osprey German Mountain & Ski Troops
which has just been released over here (for which
by the way, young Scots artist Stephen Andrew has
produced some exceptional color plates).

Best regards, and keep up the good work,

—(Gordon Williamson

=

Could | borrow your comb?
[just found out today afler talking to George
Rabuse (he owns one of the few M4Ads still

around) that the comb device on Lhe Lransmission
of the Sherman was ariginally used to help secure
the tank during overseas transport. Apparently a
tie down was attached to the transmission inside
the tank to lock the tank in gear. This tie was then
snaked oul through the hull MG opening (the
B0cal MG was removed during shipping) and then
tied Lo the comb device outside Lthe lank. When the
tank was ready to be moved the tie was removed
from the outside of the tank and then could role
free. Onece on land and in service the comb device
then could be used to secure the canvas cover that
fit over the hull Miz. Apparently Mr. Rabuse jusl
talked Lo a person that worked on the Shermans
and helped ship them during WW I and told him
what the device was for.

DML's new Sherman is a great kit. It is vastly
better than the Tamiya M4 in detail in many ways.
It is aiso cheaper and has a lot more parts in the
kit to make a variety of M4Al Shermans, After
seeing Tamiya's German tanks, their M4 wasa
disappointment.

Keep up the great work in the magazine, It is
by far the best armor magazine on the market. [
especially enjoyed the diorama layout in issue 8,

—Michael Bedard

OX. This is the first explanation we've
heard. Now although it sounds pretty good,
we ve still got some questions Why did o8 run
both verlically and hovizontally? Why isit
seen om. both sides? Why is it seen on the M52

B

M103 you say?

In reference to Mr. Gregory Garand's letter in your
No.Bissue, thereis aldtof the M103 heavy tank. Itis
ROCO Minitanks #1652

There are several compunies that carry the ROCO
line. Stuemples (see ad in this issue), Walthersin
Milwaukee (4145270770), IHC in Philadelphia %21}426»
2873 and Stevens International in New Jersey (600-485-
1555) are all known to deal in the line. If they can't sell
direct, they can probably recornmend a good source.

—An anorgmous H0 Fan

Just What | Always Wanted

| just wanted to thank you for a fantastic V2,3
and [ wanted to offer an observation and a couple
of suggestions.

First, as an armor modeler whose original stint
went from 1967 to 1973, | am ecstatic, thrilled and
even overwhelmed by the WWI1l German armor
available Lo us, and as reviewed by you,

[ quit this facet of the hobby due to sick
Panthers and terrible Tigers. We very much need-
ed state-of-the-art kits to center our collections
around. This heavy German armor is central o my
interasts and many others. Please continue o
make it your emphasis also. We waited decades for
these kits. Cover feature them, in-depth review
them and enjoy all the neat accessories, too.

Evervihing [ ever dreamt of in L/35th with
tracks is coming Lrue.. I just enjoy the hell oul of it!

—Michael Dunkam

Choices, choices, We've gnt them, thal’s for
sure, We like it thisway 11 is worlh menlioning
though, thal we don't actually caler bo any one
area. Rather, we hope to showease what we con-
stder to be o particularly hot group of prod-
ucts. Because of the immense popularity of the
subgect, most often that product 15 German
WWIL Not always, but frequently. So the

plethora of German stwff in our pages is really
the result of the industry and nof our own
whims (however bzarre they may be),

We will continue to offer whal we kopeisa
cross seclion of the market during any given
quarter, but if things remain as they have, i1
will have a distinctly German flavor.

=

T have thought aboul Pat Stansell’s editorial in
Volume 1 Number 2 (or is it number 6 now?). | think
Lhe biggest hole in the armor model hobby is the
relative lack of kits of armor used in the Arab-
Israeli Wars, I mean, where has 90% of the post-
WWII armored warfare taken place? Notin
Vietnam, not in Korea (even though I thought
DMLs Korean War series was great), not even in
the Persian Gulf. No, it took place in the Sinai
Peninsula and the Golan Heights in 1948, 1956, 1367,
1973 and 1852,

Just think of all the goodies we could gel if
companies like DML and Tamiya would release a
series of Arab-lsracli armor, Admittedly, Minicraft
has done an admirable job of representing these
eonflicts, but it appears that their resources are
somewhat more limited than the other companies
and their release schedule much slower,

Some of the vehicles on my wish list include
several variants of the Centurion, especially those
with reactive armor. This could also lead o
Korean era Cenlurions with the 20 pounder or the
South African Oliphant,

I'd also like to see the M51 Isherman and other
modified versions like the L-33 SPG, plus Israsli
versions of the M48, M60 and of course, all the
Merkava Marks I-[V. On the Arab side there is the
J8IIs, T-10s, post-war T-34s, Syrian Panzer [Vs (1),
T-55s, T-62s and many more, And again these tanks
could represent other armies as well.

[ know that most of the hobby from manufae-
Lurers, to magazines, to the individual tread heads
is virtually dedicated to World War II right now.
But can anybody say that the Israelis are less
innovative that any of the combatants in the
second world war? | think not.

—Steven ‘Merkava” Litel

On the bright side Steve, DML has
announced an Mo Sherman vevsion for possi-
bly this year. Cowld the M5 be far behind? We
are giso expecting an entive legion of
Cenburions Lo pop up during 1997 from
Accurate Armour in Srotland. Some of these are
bownd to be Israeli types (or at least not teo
kard to convert). Verlinden has done an
admivable job on much of the [sraeli stuff espe-
cially as il velates lo the MIIS. Svme sulyjecls
ave still wnmined such as the M3 half-track and
some of the more bizarre variants of the
Sherman. We do have an excellent version of the
T-72M thanks to Tamiya, but not too muck in
the way of conversion parts for other versions.
Hey ave you after markel quys listening?

=

Got a problem with any of this?

Send those cornments tor Madl Sack, Military
Miniatures in Review, 21045 Commercial Trail
Boca Ralon, Florida 33486-1006, or discuss com-
plaints, problems, wisecracks, elc. via the Inlernel,
Find us at the handle. MMIR25701@aol.com

Letlers are sometimes edited for brevily gram-
mar, spelling notional security and other stuff.

We're sorry that we rarely, if ever, areable to
persimally respond to correspondence.

Number Nine 0 3
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Accurate Armour

AA s sent along pix of their latest modern offer-
ing, the K61 VSEL AS90 155mm self propelled gun.
’l his is the very latest in British artillery technology,
brought fo real
life by the Vickers
company. AA's
version is a com-
plete resin, pholor
etched brass and
white metal kit. I
~is said that the
master was creat-
ed with the woperatlon of \-’Lckers Shipbuilding &
Engineering, Ltd Seunds good 1o us!

For more information, contact Sguadron Signal
Mail Order in Lhe states or Accurate Armour, Ltd, Units
15-16 Kingston Industrial Estate, Port Glascow,
Seotland, UK, PAL4 5DG.

Aires

Aires, who is represented by Bduard in North
America has iwo more products Lo add to their growing
line of conversion sets,

47 MMIR - Summer 1986

The first is not a conversion set at all, buta full lit.
The [irst in the line. The subject is the German le FR
18/1936 10.5 em light field howitzer. This is 2 high-
ly detailed item composed of an extensive sheet of
photo-etehed brass and several resin parts. It is stock
number A3007 and it vetails for 548499,

The second new item is a conversion for the
DML/Gunze (or Revell in Europe) Panzer I J. Number
A8 will convert Lhe kil (o a SU-T61 Russian assankt
gun. This was the Soviet idea of recyching realized by
sticking their Témm gun into caplured Panzer s,
Another big piece of brass and resin for #3199,

Both these items are top quality and are worth
checking oul. See vour local shop or check with Eduard
at the address listad below.

Armored Car

Armored Car, as youmay or may not know, isa very
well put together newsletier pertaining exclusively to
wheeled fighting vehicley, aka Armored Cars If
wheeled AFVs are your bag, Lhis is the place Lo be.
Published bi-monthly, its twelve pages are always
packed with all manner of juicy tidbits like unit
histories, scale dr'lwmgs and interior photos,

5 = In addition to
the newsletter,
Armaored Car has now
branched ont into a
series of highly oseful
data boolklets. The first
of their new
Armored/ Wheeled [‘lghrmg Vehinle series ig titled
Panhard VCR (Vehicule de Combat a Roues), [t
subject vehicle was used by the Iragis in the Gull War,
The 20-page booklet covers the missile-armye o] version, as
well as several olher variants in use aroun 1
contains 17 photos and foursetsof 1 Tothscal

The second istitled Daimler ‘Ferret’ Scont
Car and covers Lhe British pusl, Wwil Feue! All
of the major marks are 5
illustrated with
photos and/
or 1/76Lh scale
drawings,

Both of these book-
lets are $4.95 each plus “—— =
5150 perorder postage, Each measures approximately
8.5 by 5.J5 inches.

The second series currently inprint is the Armored
Car Profile series with the first title being
Spihpanzer 2 ‘Luchs’ Armored Reconnaissance
Vehicle This isin the larger 85 x [ inch format and it
has 20 pages with 41 phetes, 2 illustrations and 1 scale
drawing. The stock number is #2001 and is ISBN (-
65112597, Buggested retail is $795,

All these books may be ordered directly [rom
ARMORED CAR, 4520 Drake Ct. NE, Salem OR 97301-
3058, They are also available from Portrayal Press and
Sgquadron Mail Order in the LS, and Chris Evans Books
and Model Search International in the UK.

The Armoured Division

Here’s a new one. The Armoured Division has
offered up three kits in little ol 1/48th scale. They are;
TADOOL, Porsche Type 101 VK4301 (P) Tiger;
TADMO2 Panzerjiger Perdinand (Kursk 1943)

and T.-\DU(}E Panzerjiger Elephant (Jialy 1944).
U lee recelved a sample of TADDCL and it’s real-
.] tite impressive. The suspension and tracks are
ity molded us one-piece metal castings! This s
nething to see and of course, greatly simpli
ietion, The balanee of the larger pieces are
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Truly interesting and unique models. 45th scale
fieaks are going to, well.. [reak when they see these.

The kits have no US. distributor as of yet, but they
are available direct from The Armoured Division for
%5100 each, which is approximately §76.00 give or lake.
This most likely does not include postage.

For moere information, conlact The Armoured
Division, 27, Streatham Place, Bradwei. Common,
Milton Kevnes, Bucks. ME1Z S8RH. Tel/Fax:
01908 694535,

Armor Research

The new proprietor of Armor Research, Ray
Mehlberger was kind enough Lo remind us thal we are,
indeed, morons, Armor Research is located in 10WA,
rather than Pennsylvania as we originally stated. Drop
them a line at 845 Orchard Road, Marion, [A 52302, Tal:
J19-377-04289. Send him a SASE with 55 cents postage on
it for his current list of modeling munchies.

Azimut
The ever prolific Azimul has Lhe following new
items availabla for the late summer. 35078 is a SAKfz
251/17. This is the 251 with the Zem [ak mounted,
—  This 15 a com-
plete kit in resin
and white melal
for $134.86. 33087
is an interesting
one, This is the
Russian WWII
: . -~ Bbmm ZP
Obr. 39 Anti-Aireraft gun. Another complete
kit it also ineludesa Full carriage, $95.00 retail.
35815 6
converts the
Tamiya 232
eight-wheeled
armaored car inlo
the SdKfz. 263
radio vehicle.
$39.95 retail.

o S .
T i

The French FCM 2C Heavy Tank is now a reali-
ty. This is the enormous “le char de rapture” briefly
fielded by the French in 1940, The 1 is BIG and very

CHD MES

allractive. [t includes mostly resin parts with injeclion
molded wheels and fracks, Waterslide decals provide
Lwr sets of markings, Look for stock number LOMO0 and
a retail of $242.05,

In Europe, the vailroad trucks that hauled the Char
2C are also being offered as an additional purchase.
This option is TEA stateside.

Readers on that side of the planel can direct ques
tions to Azimut Productions, 171 rue de Charenton,
TH012 Paris. Phone: (1) 4307 0616, Fax (1) 43471195

Readers in North Americacan [ind most of the line
through The Red Lancers (see ad on page 9), or to
locate other retailers in the US, check with The Right
Stutl Distributors at RO, Box 2010, Bassett, CA 81744-
0310, Phone: (818) 968-1333,

Bandal

You remember Bandai, 1/48th seale armor stuff up
the wazoo a few years back. You may not remember
that Bandai was the first eompany to experiment with
armaor in 1/15th seale. These kits go way back—the first
was introduced in 1974, The line was originally com-
posed of a Panzer 1V, Tiger I, Hummel, Nashorn
and Stol BV, They were somewhat fugly, but they've
been eollectors items for a long Lime.

Well you guessed it. Everything old is new again. By
sometime this fz11 we should see Lhe first ol Lthese reap:
pearing on the world's shelves

Ko word yet on retail and stock numbers, but we'll
keep you up to date.

1st Comps/Brooldwrst Hobbies

Brookhurst has forwarded us samples of their new
line of 2imm war gaming ligures. There are four sub:
jects and each package containg either two or four

white metal figures.

Although Lhe stated scale is 25mm, it works out to
approximately [/48th scale. This means you've now got
some company for those Bandai re-releases [rom Puman,

The subjects are: GINl, German infantry
advancing with rifles, 34.50; GIN 7, German MG
Team Firing (2 figs.), $4.00; PBT 1, British
Paratroops advancing, $4.50; and PBT 7, Trooper
firing Bren & 2nd, 54.00.

For more dope on these metal midgets, contact
Brookhurst Hobbies at 12188 Brookhurst St, Garden
Grove, CA 92640, Tel. (714 636-3680, Fax (714) 636-9150,

Chesapeake Modeal Designs
Lot and lots of activily in the CMD camp. Looky
whal Lhey did: an M48 “M487 You mean the flat deck
Batton? The Elvis Tank? Oh yeah, One and the same. [t
will fealure all the fantastic CMD) resin casting and will
backdate the Tamiya kit with an upper hull, turret, gun
barrel and dozens of little resin bits and pieces, We have
had a chance to gape at an advanced copy and we are
well and truly sold. Thisis the early “plain M48" version
and the M48A] may be a future offering. The M48 is
scheduled for a lale summer release and price is TRA.
Also from CMD is an improved version of the
German Schmdl Turm, Again, all in resin, this
picee is intended for the
Tamiya steel-wheeled
Panther. Another late
summer ilem.
Daon't forgel that
CMD represents the
complete line of
Frinlmedellismo link-to-
link (racks, loo, New ilems

Jim Shirley Productions

120 MM SDKFZ 251 / D HANOMA

e

Resin Model Kits

JSP0O01 M1025.. $275
JSP002 M998.... $275
JSP003 M1A1.... $500

120 Vista Dak Dr. » Longwood, Florida 32779
Call {407) 333-4407 + Fax (407) 333-0220
(allow 4-6 weeks delivery ime} *Overseas ordars add 15%
USA "Add $15.00 shipping charge pes kit

JSPO15 T-72...... $475.
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nelude a set for the SdKfz. 7 8-ton half-track. 120
metal links make up the set and this includes Lhe drive
sprocket and the standard
assembly jig all in white
melal. This is stock
number ATL-24
and it retails for
$38.95, The drive
sprockets (rom Lhis set
are also available
separately for §7.95.

We have finally had a chance to see the new Wespe

sel andl the links are (ruly cutstanding. Each is beanti-
fully molded and thera is virtually no flash present on
lhe castings. These are really something special. For
these reasons, CMD is
frequently re-stocking
them, 8o don't wait too
long, Number ATL-30
should also retail for
$3995
Tet anather
product line represent-
ed by CMD is the New
Connection/
Scratchyard. Thisis a
German firm that spe-
. cializes in a whole
range of neat little accessory items. CMD has caused
quite a stir around the show circuil with these little
German {reats,

There are several sets of (urned brass and alu-
minum artillery rounds in the line, Sets for the l5em
sFh 18, 12.8 cm Pak, and the 10.5 ¢cm Haubitze 1Fh
18 are offered, and they range in price from $1L98 to
5]6.98. These are highly reminiscent of the Tamiya sats
and are turned with the same lype of exacting
precision, All include rounds as well as totally hollow
shell casings.

Also off the
lathe iz a real
gem, a four-
piece bharrel
group for the
Tamiva Quad
Fl.t]nrierling
38. This is item .
number 3517, 1655 retml

New {Jonnection has a substantial conversion kit
for the DML Hetzer. This creales the Bergehetzer
version and it contains zll kinds of stuff, like a winch,
cotrols, periscopes, back spade and a folded erane.
This extravaganza will be number 3501 and il will
retail for $58.95 when il's released this summer. Neato.

CMD and The Seratchyard will eollaborate on
futare variants of the Hetzer, with CMD providing the
resin elements, Some possible fulure subjects are the
Zem Flak Hetzer, the “Stummel” version, and the 50
SiG variant. This lateer item will also include a crew.

And speaking of figures (weren't we?), there are
three figures in the Nes Cormection Line, They all are
labeled as German mechanics with the stock numbers
NC-HMO1 through 03, Each retails for $1198 and they'd
fit perfectly arpund that Bergehetzer.

For more skinny on this developing line, periodical-
1y pester CMD at Box 393, Monklon, MD 21111

Custom Dioramics
Big time goodies on the way from our Canadian
pals. Here's a glimpse at what's coming this fall.
Angust will bring CD-
8202, HO-00 Poster #2
French/German. This
will he a small Tall-color
poster set for various set-
tings. $3.60 retail. CD-328 is
Italian Commercial
Signs in 1/35th. These will
he resin casl signs for all
manner of [ialian businesses

6 C MMIR - Summer 1996

and shops. 18 pieces, 88.00
retail, CD-142 is titled
Troop Shelter/Field
Hospital. It'll be a modern
day sandbagged bunker,
suitable for settings dating
from Korea Lo the present
day. £15.85.

September's line-up
ingludes CD-g29, French
Commercial Signs. This T
will ke similar Lo the Halian set and will contain 2[]
resin-cast business signs for $8.05. CD-330 is Shower
Stall, a single structure with a sandbagged roof,
Again, suitable for any modern setting. 8385,

Oetober items are CD-14% Command Bunker, a
G-piece ceramic and resin multi-period structure for
§16.85, and C0-331, a resin cast Outhouse for $8.95.

For more information on Custom Dio products and
ordering information, see their ad on page 36,

Eduard Model Accessories

Eduard has 2 whole flurry of new sets available.
No flies on these guys
Here's the run down.

35103 is for the Italeri
M163A1 Is composed of
parts for the exterior of the
vehicle and il retails for
§14.99. 35104 is also for
the Italeri MIG3AL
but this time 1t's an exten-
sive set of parts for the inte-
rior. Yep, yep, yep. $19.98
retail. 86105 is an exterior
sl Eor Lhe'l‘amura. Sdkfz i
f-ton half-track. $1499
retail. 35106 will create the
interiors of the tool hoxes
and the lids also for the
Sckfz 7. $14.99 (trés spiff!)
Ser 35107 is for the
Italeri/Zvesda BT-5 and
it retails for $£14.89, 335108
dives the VM Valentine kit
a boost for $14.89. This
should make an already
keeno kit even keener. 35108 will detail the da.yhghts
out of the AFY Club
M3ISA2 kit This sel also
includes those great little
clear acetates for Lhe
rruck’s gauges. Again 1409,
Number 35110 will detail
out the exterior of the
Tamiya M2 Bradley
Fighting Vehiele for
$14.99. 85111 is the [lip side
of that story, containing
everything you always wanted

" (but were afraid o ask) for
the M2 inlerior, Ga.ugea too, We 1ke this trend, especially
for £1489. 35112 is designed for the old
Italeri/Peerless Steyr RSO kit (still a great mode!
after all these years). The standard $14.98 also gets you
those acelate ganges. And lastly number 35114 is for the
Ttaleri Horeh command car fga.ugp-n—matar) §14.59.

For more information, check your local shop or
Eduard at 40 Fair Oaks Circle, Nepean, ONT K2G 4W:
Tel. (613) 224-0071. Fax {13) 727-5288,

Floguil
Hey—Floguil's
making airbroshes!
The Floquil com-
pany, famous in
hath song and
stary, has specially
designed iwo new
airbrush packages.
One is a double

action brush (meaning you can alter the width of the
paint band as you spray) and the other is a single
action brush (meaning you must alter the band width
by manually adusting the needle), These tools are
called Precision-Flo by Floquil.

Both brushes are of all metal construction, like a
Lraditional brush, and have a very solid feel. Both are
made from solvent.
resistanl  compo-
nents and are suit-
able for use with
Lhe entire range of
Flogquil /Polly-§
products.

The twa brush-
s each come pack-
aged asaset. The douhle action brushcomes w:th a
six-foot braided hose, hanger (far your bench), 2 half
ounce mixing bottles, jar top and siphon tube, a 1/4
ounes color cup and the standard wrench, This s num-
ber 669200 and the suggested retail on if is $11%.00.

The single action set-up includes a six-foot plastic
hose, henger, jar top & siphon Lube, 2 1/2 oz, mixing
bottle and the wrench. This one's number 669100 and it
will retail for $79.00,

The brushes both carry a five-year warranty
against factory defects, which we feel is an awlully
friendly way io sell a product. We'll be road testing
both these babies and we'll keep you up-to-date as we
subject them to our merciless scrutiny (or something
like that).

1f you'd like more information on these or any
Floguil product, contact Floguil-Polly 5 Color
Corporation at 4715 STHHWY 30, Amsterdam, NY
12010-7417. Tel: 518-843-3610. Fax: 518-842-3551.

Hobby Bountias

Hobby Bounties, who bring you the old/new
Bandai 1/45th scale kits have announced two new kits
from the manufacturer, Zhengdefu of China, The kits
are both 1/48ih scale and they are the Marder mod-
ern German APC and the Israeli Merkava MBT.
We're not eeriain if the kits are new tooled or not. We
can't recall these subjects in the old Bandai line-up—
they may be ex-Tamiya. Both are set-up for motoriza-
tion and contain rubber band Lype tracks. [n spite of
the fact thal they are configured as such, the tooling is
pretiy decent for the scale The two kits each retail for
81598 and an extra 40% buys airmail postage, while 15%
will get vou surface.

Full ordering details for Hobby Bounties can be
found in their ad on page 8.

Hudson & Allen Studio

In addition Lo their new Russian farm structures
(see ad on page 29), H&A has been busy brewing up a
bunch of other new ilems,

The first is  called
Detailing Selder and itizs a
simple small package contain-
| ing 010, 020 and 030 thick-

ness solder, There is ten feet
| of each type and the sel
retails for $8.93, This iz avail-
able right now.

In keeping with their
theme of giviag us il the ele-
ments in 1/35th scale, August
will see Lhe release of Snow and Slush. Thme will be
similar o their earlier Mud product. You can add water
tor Lhe mixture or use it dry. Thisis a geod thing.

Also coming in August is Red Clay for Joutheast
Asian scengs, and Asphalt which will be another “just
add water” product to pave all your miniature roadways.

And lust, but not least, is Lace Curtains. These
will be miniature laser-cut eurtains for all those L/35th
scale buildings.

Noword on the retail of any of these items, but TT&A
stuff is known o always be on the reasonable side,

continued on page 8
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VM CO. LTD. from Russia 1/35 Scale

ACCURATE ARMOR
FROM SCOTLAND

Bishop SP Gun complete Interlor detall
AG-ZV3I59504 ..o eia e . 320,98

lor momom ol bl
i Uly UHiG uvi e

A |
BEST kits we've seen”

AG-AT6001......8599.95 German U-Boal Type VIIc 74" leng, waterling resin hull and conning
tower plus white metal and etched fittings. Full Inatructions and decals included. Museum Qualily.

Valentine IV Mic.lll wwn British Infantry Tank A6-AT4514......5499.95 European U-Boal Quayside Full resin kit that includes 8 mooring
AB-ZVABASOR. ... i e $20.98 | and gangway set plus defence bunkers and stairway pleces.
RPM from Poland 1/35 Scale Injection Molded Plastic AER from Russia élgfe TOGA from Moldava 1/35 Scale

T-26/8T-2 Lrght Tank wwn WL | T20 Komsomolyats Antillery Tractor
A6-MK35034..............$20.98 | ZIS- VA=W | A6-TB3501............... Sale $13.99. $36-98

OT-26 WWII Flame Thrower Tank
AG-MK35010............... $20.98 PzKpfw TKS fp} & Ha 43 AB-ZAT201.....cvviiiinnnen, . ASU-57 Airbarne Tank wilndividual track links,
T-26A Light Tank wwii Puppchen Z15-5 Automaobile mikgs for USSR & Egyptian Milltary Force
A6-MK35027..............520.98 AB-MK35041.............. $20.98 | AB-ZAT202........ccoccoce. $10.98 | AG-ABTB3502.......coccvrivvieicinrnn 526,98
'L.gMIYA from Japan |ALAN from Russia |EMHAR from England Squadron Mail Order
5 Scale "Uy_:gu 1/35 Scale m@w Dept. AS6
T SRR gk | [ Cuee o | Carollion Tonas 750115010
Prim Kane
9. Aurless
Wi e Tadpole Mk.IV Male wwiTank TR
959‘3 arman Setf- AB-EM4004..........ooeenien Corg/ume =
Propelled Howitzer Panzer Il Aust C .Sale $26.99 83398 | |y —— 5
AB-TM35200... complete interior tllalalllng & i '_37.‘;’.'.1" )
....... Sale $31 99 SSG—GG ;hgjoz';f;;?‘lqdelall :::ag;“-ga :l Change ol Ad-dn:s_;. D Ship to Different Address
Phoss e (2 !-1] I.!-t.:-ﬁl}o.! Hours
START from Russia |JMGT from France |British *Male’ MK.IV WWI Tank| | wor seorvemmomme s st B:30 AM to 5:30 PM
1/35 Scale 8 ] . 1/35 Scale g}i_@ AB-EM4001.. s b LI lec--Fil
& ipa | ol 21, L [ (PRSI Sale 523 99 &2@-93 g AMY [Jmc [ ]vse [ Dircomer
B o N British “Female” Mk IV Chima J !
! : w:'lnlianu i _|_N | | | l [ 1] I |
AB-EMA002.........cccoons | Fe ! Al
. ope A I " W 1 U Sale $23.99..826-08 Descripaion e Wit o ot
BA-20M 1536 Russlan  |Charron CGV Armored | British Medium A Whippet i |
Armored Car Car1906 Mods!, resin wiphoto-| 1271 WW1 British & German Mkgs | [ |
AB-TBOOOT ...oervninrniens stched & white metal parts AB-EMA003... 3 |
...... Sale $14.99. $34-68 |ABuTIS0L . - v $69.98 | - Sale $19.99. 6208 Postage & Handling e —
PHEMO from Russia | SCALE MODEL ACCESSORIES _From Mi:ﬁ':}’.::u?fpgm ——
7 1/87 Scale England 2000 1o 4990 54,00 Postage & Handling
1/35 Scale R ﬂt‘ismnnd: i Texs e Adc 5% Sales Tax
mavy—we | CTe e ™90
T-35/33 Russian T Tank Faslgn. Cwew  Tumewins | gy s
Al Orher Counrics 308 Caldlug Subsuripiivn
AS-PZ0001.. of Geder (FLO0 Minlmam)
_________ Sale 55 gg gg.g,.g.g, = j Payment In 118, Fumds Osly Crand Towl
o Cuealan Tk | Blamond T Heavy Loty & Rogers Tunk Traneporter e e
6-PZ0004.................... complate rasin kit, Limited Editlon Canaia & Faneipn Counires §T000Vear 14 50 ¥rar wixes mplraosta service Iy et availbic)
...Sale 55.99__-@1-9,9-8 ﬁE-SCETEB.,..........,.....,...................._..............5299.95 Supplement serviee not available 1o al) cosmeies Wik for avadlabiling bn yoir nres,

HNumber Nine = 7



Militaryexp.com

Jaguar

As an obvious follow-up to their earlier Jagdtiger
interior, Jaguar has armounced another sel for the
Tamiya King Tiger. The Jagdtiger sel is super, so we
look forward to seeing the King Tiger set. We believe
this will be the only one available since the Panzer
Concepts one disappeared a few years ago. The interior
will be stock number 63312 and it will retail for $3998,
Look for this soon.

Other new jtems for the lale summer and fall are
(3510, Road Sentry w/Gate ($15.96), 63511, Sherman
Hedgerow Cutter ($008), and an Easy “Easy-
Eight" hull for $9.98.

Look for Jaguar items at your favorite hobby shop
and mail order ontlets throughout the US. In the UK,
the ling is handled by Cromwell Madels.

Kendall Model Company

The highly talented team of Willy Pesters and Jef
Verswijvel continue todevelop the armor Line of their new
company. New
itams are 352004,
GMC 2 1/2 ton
snow-chained 9
x 20 inch wheel
set. A 10piece set
for the [taleri
GMC. Correcs size
tires and wheels
with exquisite
snow chains toget your GMC though those minia-
ture siow dréfrs. This set retails for $1699, 352006 is the
same set minusthe
snow chains for $14.99,
A spare wheel is also
incluoded in this set. 35
2005 is a set of tires
with snow chains for
the Tamiya series of
M3 half-tracks. This
retails for §5.90.

A new ciorama ttem 1s 35-8004, Classroom
Furniture Set 1. This contains a platform, desk and
other accessories to create the interior of a European

school room. A subgequent set will complete the inferi-

or with chairs and student desks. Nifty idea.

There are {our sets planned to update or convert
the Italeri 105mm howitzer. The M2 MI0L M63" and
Vietnam versions will all be available. Each kit will be
a combination of photo-etched and resin parts. Prices
and release dates are all TBA.

KMC has a lot of excellent ideas in the hopper, We
highly recommend you keep a eye on these guys. For
more informalion on their produets, contact Kendall
Model Company, 16115 SW [17th Avenue, Suite A-23,
Miami FL 33177.

The Master's Hobby Supply

Master's has introduced a brand new decal sheet,
Somewhat of a thematic switeh, this time around it's
U.S. Army Armored Division Tank Markings Set
(take a breath) 1944-16 European Theater. This is
ene elaborate deal here dudes, First of all, it's big & x 12
1o be exact and it includes hundreds of corvect Division
and Battalion codes [or your next project (and the
next, and the next...).

The great part about this aspect ef the sheetis that
all the codes are already arranged, so there’s no cutting
up dozens of teeny weeny numbers and getting them
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stuck to the end of vour nose,

The sheet. (sheets actually, therels a smaller one
included, ton} also contains both types of stars tactical
markings, blue/gray registration aumbers (tons) and
even markings for specific lanks. Some of these are
based on artwork from the Concord bhool: The M4
Sherman at War, as well as a few generic examples.

And il this isn't enough, the whaole deal comes with
six pages of inslructions to make sure you get your
deckle where you wand it. All this for the low, low price
of $11.00. Not, ton shabhy.

The Master's produees some of the thinnest water-
slide decals we've ever encountered. 1f properly
applied, they well and truly “disappear” against their
backgrounds.

This current sheet and many others can be
purchased directly from The Master's Hobby Supply,
0. Box 81484, San Diego, CA 021381484,

Royal Model

Now listen here. We pride ourselves on being some
of the nosy bastards this side of the Alleghenies. But
look what happens. We go to Folkstone earlier this year
and find a neat little company we've never even heard
of . We were at first hesitant to mention them due to the
fact that they have (as of yet)no US. distributor.

Royal Models produces a whole slew of great little

armor accessories and detail sets. There is a line of
building ruins too,

There’s way too much to list, but we cuffed a few of
the pieces and here's a brief sampling. ltem 048 is a
photo-etched template for masking ofl various kil
wheels, The circles in the template are numbered and
eorrespond to a printed list of kits that range from

Panthers to Shermans, Great (deal

Number 083 is a sel of German fender pole
markers, The marker poles are resin (believe it or not)
and the set includes photo-etched base plates and mir-
rors. The line continues with items like photo-etehed
guard rails, photo-etched screw heads, Tiger 11 and
Tiger | fenders, photo-etehed workable hinges and on
and on.

There is a super line of super detail sets that all
contain a good sized hunk of photo-etched brass and a
handful of resin hits. Many, many of the current run of
plastic armar kits are represented, such as the Italeri
Panzer Werfer (this ane's phenomenal), Panther,
Jagdpanther and the Tamiya Tiger Tand 1T (stock
numbers here are 074, 005, 100, (26 and 028 respective:
1), Everything has a very “Verlindenesgue” feel to its
presenlation and mo.ding Really excellent stuff,

We don'l want to get you too excited—as the avail-
ability of the line in North America s slill up in the air.

They have a very nice selection of catalog sheets
and for information contact: Royal Model, Via Federico
De Roberto, 6595039 Trecastagni (CT) Italy. We also
have an address for a UK distributor: Seaway Marine
Associates, Lid, 16 North St, Bere Regis, Wareham,
Dovest BH20 TLA. Tel/Fax 01329 471342 If there's
enougl inquiries, pethaps we'll see the line stateside
hefore too long,

The Show Modelling

TSM has added photo-etched set 083 to the line,
This is for the DML Jagdtiger (both versions). Retail
is $23.50. Number 086 details the DML/Gunze/Revell
Stu [1G, This should be a good one, as their set for the
Stul B is a stunner, $20.98 retail

Another zimmerit set is offared, this time it's the
waffle pattern for the late StuGs This can be
adapted to work on all the later version kits. $20.98.

Sguadron Mail Order

SMO has allowed us to peruse some of the latest
items from their eastern Furopean manufacturers.

First up is AER. They are offering an 1/35th scale
ASU-5T airborne assault gun. This is the unusual
little popgun used by Soviet paratroops in the [ifties
and sixties. An interesting little vehicle. The kit is a
bagged item, but if is fairly complete with compelent
looking tooling, link-te-link tracks and a set of decals
for both Soviet and Egyplian markings. $13.98 takes it

_ home, Kit number ZV0003,

AER also offers two versions
of the 718 truck in 1/72 scale, One
isthe ZIS-5 (ZA7201) and the other
is the ZIS-BV (ZAT7202), The V
model differs by having squared
off fenders, Bolh kits contain ade-
quate instruetions and come in col-
orful boxes complete with mark-
ing information.

All the new Alan items are in
stock. This includes the Wespe
(ZV5005) and the Panzer IIC
(ZVAN04). I8 tough to compare the
Alan Wespe with the Tamiya kit, hui
for the price ($24.95) you do get link:
terlink tracks and many of the same
features. The Penzer II (also $§24.05)
is currently the only game in town,
Both kits reflect a level of tooling
that hasn been seen before in kits
frem Eastern Europe, It puts us in
the mind of earlier ltaleri efforts.

Emhar has another WWI sub-
| ject, the Tadpole. This iz an extend-
ed version of the British Mark IV
tank developed towards the end of
the war. The kit is all styrene and
comes with hard rubber tracks.
Stock number EM4004, retail $32.98.

The Polish company Mirage
offers amother version of the
T-26/TTT chassis, this time the OT-26
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flame-thrower tank. This is the basic T-26 platform
mounting asmaller turret and flame wand. Thisis item
MKB5010 and it retails for $20.98,

For information on how to contact SMO, see their
ads on pages 7 and 18,

TAC Scale Dynamics

TAC Scale is a brand new company producing resin
cast aveessories. So far the of ferings are of a modern
nature, We have seen three of Lthe ilems: 35001, LAV-25
tires for the Italeri or ESCI kits, $16.895. 35002 is also a
set of replacement tires for the Ilaleri Big Foot kit
516,95, 35004 is a terrific looking drop-in engine module
for the Academy series of HUMVEE Kits for $14.05,

Everything was very cleanly cast with no bubiles
or other imperfections A great [irst effort. For more
information, contact them at 192 Summit Streel,
Framingham, M4 01710-T362. Phone: 508-879-0857. Fax
H08-620-5542, E-mail: TACDYNAMIC&a0l.com

The Testor Corp.

Testor is now producing a highly useful spray
boath. This new tool jeins the ever growing family of
airbrushing supplies and gear now offered by Testors.

The unit is good sized measuring 20 x 14 3/4 x 15
inches, 1t's design is rather novel. Constructed of heavy
gauge melal sheeling, it uses a three stage filtering

system that is installed in the bottom of the unit. The

“three stages” in this instance are three filters which
paint is drawn down into by a strong fan. The fan is
maounted in the bottom of the unit and the thing really
pulls some PAI (keep an eve on pets and small ehildren
when you turn it on ). The top lifts of f for access to the
filters, The top also contains a Plexiglas opening and
two mounting hooks for a floreseent lighting fixture.
A pretty handy litlle item we'd say. It has the look
of atool that will last a good long time. The suggested
retail on the spray booth is §375.00, Look for this al
your local hobby shop or for more information contact
The Testor Corp. at the address listed on page 19.
{continued on next page)
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Military Miniatures For The Collector AOBBY BOUNTIES
i 865 MOUNTBATTEN ROAD #02-91/92 s/
Ti‘]E RED L KATONG SHOPPING CENTRE ———__ |
LLANCERS SNGAPORE 437644 ;
o ek SINGAPORE -
Accurate Armor Hecker Goros Poste Militaire TEL: (65) 4401800 » FAX: (65) 3441782 y
ADV/Azimut HK-35 Present Arms 1/ o / uman H i
Albion Hornet Resicast 48th Scale F g F 'S
ALBY Miniatures  Ironside Roll Call KING TIGER Sdl.Kfz.182
Almond JI Model Sauders T T oy | ™
Amati 120mm Jordi Rubio Scale Link :
Andrea IMP SMA a3
Aquila La Compania Segorn i
Border Le Cimier Shennandoah :
Clydecast 90mm Lionheart Show Model (L
Cromwell Lucchetti Soldat
Dartmoor Mascot Somov 1. Punzeckampiwagen I - M 13 PEW K1 Kobelwigen
'ig ; ok 2 Britsh Infaniry Tank Mk, [T *Valentine™ (4. Hanomag 84, Kiz, 231
David Parkins Metal Models ?O?f"m]g“ 3105 mm Oz TIN2 50, KI7, 124 Wespe 15, Janoliger
DES Kit Mike Roberts Thistle 4 lagdpanther 3801} Helper [ Anti Tank Gun IV Nashom
D.F. Grieve MK-35 Tiny Troopers 5. Russian Heavy tink KV-[ 17. Russian Mediom Tank T-24176
3-D Miniatures Mil-Art Ulrich Puchala 6. MAA3 I6min Shermman 145, Mlistler & tom Sd. Kbz 1 KMm.11
A 3 o = 7. Ring Tiger 5d. Kiz 182 19 Panserkamplwagen IV Ausf 11 5d. Bfz 1602
I-:hgh[pﬁth. Mili Men VC].’]:I!.ISI 120mm 3. PantherAust G54 Kfz 171 20 Pr Jap Flephant 54, Kfr. 184
l"M B_ﬂﬂﬁll(} Model Cel!ar Verlinden 120mm 9. Tiger | Ausf B S Kfe 18] 21 Jagdpanber
Fonderie Nemrod/Historex  Vulcan 10, 3. 155mm Cannon Leng Tom 22 Schwerer Pangerspahwagen Sd. Kfz, 232
Fort Royal N.W. Frontier Warriors 11. German §8mm Flak 13 23. Panzerkampiwagen I FAG
Fruilmodellisma  Pegsso Waoll 12. Sehwimarwsgtn Tyoe K2s
Fusilier Phoenix 80mm All the above kits are retailed at US $§19.98 each. Postage by surface mail is
15% value of e kit, while by aivmail is 40% valee ol the kit
Catalog Vol. V—$9.00 « Phone Orders Welcome US Distributor - Sentai Distributors, Inc, at Tel: ($18) 586-3113 and Fax: (815) 886-255),
m E We acept paymeni in Sterting Poud Chegues, ov by Amerfcan Express, VISA, MasterCand,
e Access, o by Bantdrafis drawn from a UK bark. Please maake all payments (o Hobly Bosmiier,
14 Broadway, Milton, PA 17847 —
Telephone (717) 742-8118 + Fax (717) 742-4814 ! & I 7 a
oo - —_—
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Tamiya America

Always the sly ones, Tamiya will be sneaking a
few kits in this summer. The [irst is Lhe
Jagdpanther. An obvious choice to follow the earli-
er Gs (what took them so long?). This kit will come
with a gun breech and two different exhaust configu-
rations. The stock number is 35203 and it's available
right now. §45.00 retail.

Nok too high up on the list of desired kitsis the new
JGSDF Type 90 MBT. This is the most modern Lank in
the Japanese arsenal. The kit should be pretty
though—heing all new tooling of the mest advanced
Tamiya type. It'll come with two figures, too. Look for
number 35208 in late summer for #4500 retail.

(Anyone else notice that these two kits are cheap
er than usual?

A faz‘un:llhg leman mfantry set is dLlP in
August, [L will be twelve screaming maniacs all in the
process of leaping off a tank and running away. Look
for number 35207, §18.00 retail, Early reports state that
the figures will all fit onto aT-34, but we wonder if this
eould mean something else Soviet in our future? You
didn't hear that [Tom us,

You ain't nothin' unless you accessorize. To that
end we have German Infantry Equipment Set
A. Equipment and other gear for the well-dressed
early and mid-war grunt. Number 35204, Retail
$6.00. German Infantry Equipment Set B,
handles the latter part of the war, Number 35205,
Also $5.00,

Let's not forget our US. pals. The U.S. Infantry
Equipment Set, number 35206, We're guessing that it
will be thal super sprue that was Included in the
previous U8, Infantry sel. This item will also retail for
five beans.

l—-.-—-ﬂ-—-d liﬁ b
P—P—@— nad

Some future projects are another version of the
Panzer IV—the H. This will be just a slight mod of the
earlier J model. It
looks like it will
include the side
skirts this time.
Another “down
the road” project
is the Churchill
Mark VIL We
believe this is the
same kit as the
old C m(ildlle I']ame-t.hr{:wer k]l, minus the trailer, etc.
No word on if the kit will be updated or not. Three new
figures are slated to be in the box when it hits. Both
these kits are stated to be strictly TBA, so precise infor-
mation will not be available for some lime. [ we were to
guess, we'd say late 96 or early 97,

As always, Tamiya can be contacted via their prod-
uct hotline; [-800-TAMIYA-A between 9 and Gpm P5T.

100 MMIR - Summer 1996

Iron Fist

By Bryan Perreit.

Arms and Armour Press
London, 1995,

£1699

ROVEST

Tros 222 PAGE HARDBACK IS SUBTI-
| tled “Classic Armoured
| Warfare Case Sludies,” which
- is abit of a misnomer since the
battles deseribed are hardly
- presented as “case studies”
However (L is & great read that
is full of interesting details
| and information on some of
the great and lesser armored
land battles of the 20th centu-
ry, World War [ and Tl are the main thrust, although sev-
eral of the last chapters do go on to later Llimes. The
author's British slant shows frequently but does not
detract from Lhe thrust of the book, which is to show
how lessons learned on the battlefield of one war lead
to innovations in following armor encounters. He did
manage o avoid talking about the I8, Army except for
the Battle of the Bulge and he avoids Korea entirely,

The first Lhree chapters describe battles in WWI
including a look at the use of armored ears and some
neal discussion of the use of the Whippet tank. The
next nine chapters eover WWII battles starting with
Gembloux Gap and Flavion and ending with a quick
look at theuse of armor by the Japanese. The |ast three
chapters cover, in order, the Israeli Sinai Campaign of
1967, a very brief look at Vietnam, and a short piece on
one action in Desert Storm.

We found this one to be a good read, with lots of tid-
bits popping through that will have the dicrama
builder intrigued. The photo section in the middle of
the book is short but the pictures are good, some even
new tous, In summary, Mr, Perrett's book is a good dis-
traction [rom painting your fingers 0D, so it comes
with our recomnmendation.

Ground Power
$’gﬂ,’"‘§, March 1996 (No. 22)
Delta Publishing
= Saft cover, 152 pages,
B&W throughoud,
- 53298
| Ground Power
- April 1996 (No. 23)
B Delta Publishing
- Saft cover, 148 pages,
B&W and color.
RI2.98
Ground Power
- My 1996 (No. 24)
ol Delta Publishing
Saft cover, 144 poges,
B&W throughout.
$32.98
| Remesmper Tank Macazinvg?
- Tank Magazine was pub-
lished by Delta Publishing
'~ for anumber of years and it
gradually developed a repu-
tation for being an excel-
Rg"":,.:;! o lent journal for the armor
S| plate afflicted. The content
poge ] was usually two or three
- modern vehicles showcased
in full color, and one or
perhaps two historical per-
spectives on older AFVs in
black and white. TM was
- one of the only places you
could find good pix of
Soviel stuff back in the late eighties.

ROUND
G

The big drawback of the publication was that it
was entirely written in Japanese (not a problem if you
happen to be Japanese). This didn't stop the truly
geeky from scarfing these issues up whenever possible,

Tank Magazine was also responsible for the Sturm
& Drang series of books. These were parl of a whole
range of Tank Magazine Speeials which covered a huge
array of suhjects. There were specials on campaigns of
WWII and on various vehicle types. S&D covered the
Germans with the series running through the Tiger [,
Panther, Panzer IV, 251/250 Halftracks, Sturmgeschutz,
and Panzerjiger. The good part about the specials is
that they are light on text and very heavy on crisp,
clear photos—many of which are ultra rare.

Now some of these specials are still available, but
what we came here to tell you about was Ground
Power. The Ground Power series is the result of all of
the above mentioned publications, Delta has taken the
concept of the “special” issue and blended it with the
idea of its regular publication. The result is a monthly
booklet that is overflowing with terrific photos, Each
issue s of a dilferent subject and each contains either
color profiles or detailed line drawings. To date there
have been twenty-four issues published and more are
on the way each month.

We've been hesitant to review these books because
up until recently availability has been spotty. This is
starting to change now and more and more hobby
shops and mail order outlets are beginning to stock
them. They remain on the pricey side, but all this sub-
Ject matter in one place can really be worth it.

Ground Power Number 22 covers WWII German
Experimental Vehicles. German fans are explicitly
instructed Lo at least attempt to control themselves
while we describe the contents. Between its two thin
covers, this book contains just about every photo we
have ever seen or heard of on the subject of the weird
and wacky German stuff. [t's all hers, Nebelfahrzeug,
Panzer | and [l experiments, unusual SPGs, the super
heavies (Maus & E-100), Karl Mrser, and the late war
flak platforms, to name just a few (really!)

Thera are one or two curves in here, too. Two addi-
tional pictures of 4 destroyed Maus (one guite clear), a
128cm VKB001(H) apparently in service with Lactical
markings, and a very bizarre variant of the 8.8cm Pak
43 Walfentriger. We guarantee there’s something in
here you haven't seen before,

Number 23 covers the German 4th Panzer Division
with dozens and dozens of “in action” type shots. Most
of these shots concentrate on the Kurland battles dur-
ing 1844-45. There are heaps of greal uniform shots as
well as good coverage of Panzer grenadiers, All of the
weapons and equipment look pretty well maintained.
Surprising when one considers the date of the photos.

Une other interesting aspect of No. 24 is the cen-
ter section of Knights Cross holders—in eolor, Pretiy
rare stull,

Ground Power Number 24 revisits the Panther.
This is more or less a repeat of the earlier Sturm &
Drang volume. However there is quite a bit more cov-
erage of the earlier types, especially the A. There are
several shots of Panther As in [taly which are new to
us. The rear third of the book contains information on
the development of the Panther and it is supplement-
ed with several excellent line drawings. These are
overhead three-quarter views and all the small dif-
lerences are highlighted.

The original S&D was superb. Many of the photos
are super rare, so this book is very worthwhile,

The only drawback of any of these books that
we pan see is the Japanese captions. Obviously this
makes identifying your favorite subject a little
tough. Forlunately many of these subjects have
been covered in English language books so the
Ground Power series can stand as a excellenl sup-
plement Lo other titles. The [acl that Delta digs so
deep in their research is going Lo continue to set
these books apart.

We keep you tuned in Lo all [uture Litles in
the series,
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Michael Wittman and the

Tiger Commanders of the Liebstandarte
by Patrick Agte

S Fedovewicz Publishing

Hard cover, 576 pages, B& W throughod.
385,00

(O1i. D ¥OU TEAR? YET ANOTIER
- mind-blowing  hook's  been
- released on the Tiger. Yeah,
- that's right. It practically an
- ordinary event now [0 see this
kind of stuff appear on the
- scene. We used fo have fo be
' content with a few photos
| spread out across several dif-
| ferent books. Even though
—— - books like this are no longer
that rare, it as'.rta get Tired up about Lheir release.

The title here is a tad misleading. While g(.vod
hunk is devolad Lﬁ‘r‘uth’ﬁaﬁscﬁr%f the book i'ﬁﬂuJ ia
a unit history of the Tiger company of Liehstandarte
which later became the 101/501 Schwere Panzer
Battalion, The book traces the history of the division in
photas from their origins in 1942, through Kharkey,
Kursk, Italy, Normandy, the Ardennes and [inally
Hungary.

As usual, the boys at Fedorewicz are not messing
around. 700 pholos give 4 very vivid account of the
company through all its trials. This is accompanied by
ar excellent and coneise description of the various bat-
tles and campaigns.

The sections on Wittman are pretiy good, tco, His
career is well docwmented, from his early days as
StaG commander right through the fateful day of
August 8, 1944, We were especially impressed with the
sequence of pholos illustrating the aftermath of the
Villers Bocage. We helieve this is the first time that
many of the after action photos have been shown in
order. It gives an especially chilling picture of the
engagement. There are also several excellent shols of

Wittman in Normandy that have never been published
before. Some are dated late July and early August.

Another good one for the German armor fan—
and another way to make your Allied and modern
buddies jealous!

The Guards

Britain's Household Division

by Siznon Duston

Windrow & (rreeie Publishing

Europe Mititaria No. 20

Suft cover, 64 pages, full color Lhronghoud,
5595

(WE OF THE SIGITS TILAT'S NOTTO OE
missed when in London is the
changing of the guard. Three
hundred fifty years of British
military tradifion s played out
on 4 daily busis al Buchnghs.m
Palace and Whilehall. If _]ruu I, o
lucky you may also see the ghit-
tering  helmets of The
Hougeheld Cavalry as Lhey
- march and parade in the area.

The ge: \tlemen wearing those bearskin caps, shiny
helmets and scarlet tunics are all members of The
Household Division of the British Army. As such they
reprasent the cream of the British military. The speeif-
ic funetion of The Household Division is to prolect the
Sovereign (you know—the Queen) and the Royal
Palaces and to “provide escorts and guards of honor en
Siate oecasions.”

Unlike the eeremonial units of other countries,
these puys are genuine bad asses. The Guardsmen sta-
tioned al the palaces are [ully funclional troops.
Armed with the current British L85AI rifle, they're
ready to respond at a moments notice, Mambers of the
division also see duty wherever the British Army is
enrrenily deployed around the world. Many elements
saw service in the Gulf War and more are currently

serving in Northern Ireland and in Bosnia.

Windrow & Greene has given us yet ancther excel-
lent full color snapshot of modern Militaria with this
Litle. This amazingly brief booklet covers all aspects of
The Guards rolein Lhe British military, All of the cere-
monial aspects are covered, as are the many units in
the field. There are some supert full eolor shots of
Scimitars, Warriors and other AI'Vs in service with
The Guards.

Indispensable to all you anglophiles out there and
perhaps an indispensable addition to vour kit bag on
your next trip Lo London..

Models in Action No. 2
Bexlin 1945

Liai Nippon Kaiga G, Lid,
1-45'9.

THIS 15 THE SECOND N A
series of books that

Nlanaize F.
lusirate famous bat

tles of WWII with dio-
ramas, The [irsl was on
Normandy and (his
seeond continues the
theme with hundreds
of bezutiful full color
photos. There are
- eleven different diora-
Tas b} some ol‘ Lhe mast lented modelers in Japan.
Fach piece showecases a different aspect of the final
Batiles and the dios are certainly something to behold.
The level of skl throughout each is most impressive,
The photography too, is outstanding. The opening shot
of the first diorama is possibly one of the best model
photos we have ever seen.

Allof the pieces maintain this level of quality, They
all are extremely well researched, There are dozens of
great little uniform, vehicle and weapons details that
reflect the very late war period.

The dioramas are arranged roughly chronologically,

From Waterloo to

Normandy, the Alamo
to the Han01 Hﬂton

esign and

build the
structure you need
for the time period
you want, with our
1/35th scale
individual styrene
Cinder-blocks, Roof
tiles, Bricks,
Windows, Doors,
Sidewalks,
Curbstones
and more.

@ el

Send $5.00 for color catalog; fnt ] customers send §10.00 to:

Hansa Systems

8 Meadow Glen Hoad » Kings Park, NY 11754
(516) 269-9050 « Fax (516) 269-9143

-eduard-

MODEL ACCESSORIES
-, Over 90 brass detailing sets including:

49 Fair Oaks Cr. » Nepean, ONT K2G 4W3
800 Proctor Ave. » Ogdensburg, NY 13669

VISIT US ON THE NET!
http://infoweb:magi.com/~ Eduard

Tel. (613) 224-9071 o Fax (613) 727-5288

33008
Schwimmwagon
Ftchod brass sot
for the Italen kit
Containg wind-
shiald pars,
CRAZINE SCTeens,
prop, asctate
instruments

and mare!

| Thi Sintshed and painied model. Above
| nﬁ I area during construcrion.
ove left: complete zxnm
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beginning with the attempted retaking of Budapest by
the lst 85 Panzer Regimenl and ending with Soviel
tanks rumbling threugh the streets of Berlin. All but
three of the dios are in 1/35th scale. The remaining
pieces are in 1/24th and 1/15th scale. This makes for
some very interesting looking models.

There is a rather novel liltle Lheme to each of the
dios. In each the fictional character Leutnant elmut
Schmitt is described as his brief military career takes
him across the four corners of the final battlelield
(this guy really ge:s around),

The ligure work is the most interesting aspect of
each of the scenes. Some contain over forty-five dif fer-
ent miniatures. You'll spend hours pouring over the
photos, picking out. the various produets and acces-
sories. (ireat inspiration!

Like the previous book, this one has very compe-
tent English translations Tor most of its length. This
starts with an impressive introduction and includes afl
of the photo captions.

The back end ol the book illustrates all of the con-
struetion phases of eacl scene, Unfortunately, this sec-
tion has not been translated into English. This is proba-
bly what many of you would be most curious about
{we were]). The saving grace is that this section is ultra
long on pholos illustrating the progress of each model,

We highly recommend this title Lo anyone who
aspires Lo create that dicrama masterpiece. Although
expensive, you'd be hard pressed to find this much visu-
al information anywhere else. GGo get one.

Nuts & Bolts Vol 1
Jagdtiger (SD. KFZ. 186)

Nuts & Bolts Yol 2

WESPE (8D. KFZ. 124)

By Heiner F. Druske, Tony Greenlond
and Frank Sehulz

Both vols. 36 pages, B&W throughoul.
F20.00 each

THESE TWO NEW DETAILING BOOK-
lets are the result of a few
modeling  buddies  getling
together and saying “let's
make some cool books.”

And so they have These two
hooks are full of dosens of
closeup shots of surviving
museumn vehicles. The JT vol
ume covers the Bovington,
Kubinka and the Aberdeen
vehicles. The Bovington exan-
pleisol special interest because
it is the Porsche version,

The vehicles in the Wespe
vulurne are not all specifically
identified, but one is the
Kubinka vehicle, The photos
here tend to be a bit clearer
and the vehicles are generally
in better shape than those in
the JT book. A fair amount of
good clear shols of the Tfighting
compartment appear here, too. The Wespe volume also
ineludes a set of 1/35th scale plans on the back cover.

Nol & bad effort for first-time publishers. Thers is
a definite improvement from the first to the second
volumes.

Twenty erisp greenbacks gels you a copy of eilther,
Send your scheckles to: Frank Schulz, Millerstrale 6,
20525 Uelzen, Germany. The price includes shipping
and handling. I you do send cash, make suve it's secure:
ly lucked into safely envelope. Registered mail might
not be a bad idea sither,

NUTS & BOLTS

JAGDTIGER

Can. i 1w

WESPKR

N

Hners s

| i riten]
[

Panzertruppe

Ryton Publications

by Lhee Piest and Thomos MeGuirl
Hard cover, 278 pages D&W and color,
$65.00

How's THIS FOR AR IDEA: A BOOK
giving the complete soup to
nuts pictorial history of the
Panzertruppe. Leave it Lo
Itylon. Panzertruppe joins
the ever expanding list of
titles rom this prolific pub-
lisher. In this latest Litle the
authors trace the history of
the Panzertruppe right Crom
its origing during the early
stages of Lhe Thivd Beich. A great varicly ol uni-
form details are shown though large clear wartime
photos and full color photos of exisling uniform
examples.

Every delail you could wish for 15 here. Even
examples of unit awards and decorations. All
Heeres uniform items are covered as are Wallen 85
and Luftwaflfe (Panzer Division Harmann Goring).
All versions of the typical Panzer crewman’s uni-
form are touched on, ineluding all the spectalized
versions of the S8 camouflage clothing and the
many dillevent types of winler gear worn.

Mr. Peist has also thrown in a sprinkling of color
plates depicting eertain uniforms, including a cool
portrait of Michael Wittman,

We liked this book a lo. [Us great to have a com-
prehensive single source for zll this information,
This is yel another fealher in Ryton's cap.

{ne last thing Lo note on the Ryton titles. They
are by Lheir very nature strictly “limited produc-
Lion." Like many ol Loday’s small publishers, Ryton
goes Lthat extramile in regards to research and qual-
ily. But these types of books are never published in
the kinds of numbers thal the large comparies do,
The lesson here is; buy early. Some of the zarlier
mega tifles from Ryton and Fedorowicz are now
more and more difficult to find due to their limited
numbers, Don't be the only one left standing with-
out a chair when the music stops..:8&

hesapeake
%M odel g)eszg@s

New Friulmodellismo Track

ATIL-24 Sdkfz-7 Halftrack with Sprockets
ATL-30 Panzer Il/Wespe-now in stock

da017

35017
35066

15067

55 Stug Craw Member with K2
Waffen 55 MG Trooos

BECAUSE DETAIL

MAKES A DIFFERENCE

British Warrior/Scorpion Crew)/
UM/Desert Starm

1/32 F4 Phantom

Pilot Set 1960-T0's

U.5. Irfantry Europe 194445
Sculptad by John Rosengrant
Scottish Highlander

Sculptad by John Rosengrant
Ceer Fuhrer Bust

Josef Staln Bust

11.5. General Desert Storm
[Starmin’ Narmar)

Walking {Winter Dress)
* * * 35064 \Waffen 55 at Rest
35065 German Headsel #5
New CMD Ttems 35086 Waffen SS Wespe Crew

12 figscold wealher dress)
Walfen 55 Wearing
Ouercoat & Blanket

55 Stug Crew (2% figs - firing
MG, stand g on rear deck
painting, ¥4 fig in comm. hatch)
Walfen S5 NCO Pair

{SdKfz. 251,/D)

German Headset #7

French Foreign Legionnaire
BirHakaim, 1942

DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME, DIRECT SALES AVAILABLE.
FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOG SEND 83 TO WSH.

» Panther F Schmalturm & accessories T

* Panther D and early A turrets

s 2 types of Beobachtung (artillery observation)
Panther turrets and accessories

» T-55/62 starfish wheels

* * *
Dealer Inquiries Invited
Write or Fax
Box 393, Monkton, MD 21111
(410) 472-3432

35068

350689

35070
35071

« PASADENA, CA 91105
TEL. 818-584-0573 « FAX $18-584-6861

FPLEASE NOTE oUR NEW ADDRESNS!
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by Pele Harlem

he M3/M4 medium tank series is often
cited for its volute spring suspension
systemn which gave both excellent
eross country performance and ease of

maintenance. The components of the

suspension were designed Lo be easy (o

manufacture, to be reliable, and to be interchange-

able as mueh as possible. The latler feature in par-

licular meant a Sherman tank crew was never far
from spare paris.

The track was driven at

form and it is easily recognized by the numerous
dimples cast into the surface of the sprocket part.
Looking very much like an ornate snowflake this
Lype was seen on both the M3 and M4 series Lanks,
Type 1B has the same sprocket plate shape but issim-
plified by not having the dimples on the surface Type
1C is similar to 1B but differs in having pointed tip
ends where the attachment bolts go. Type IC is very
common on various versions of the Sherman. Type 2
is a revised casting with pointed cutouts and dimples
at the tip of each cutoul. This sprockel was very

common on early M4 series tanks, Type 3 is the final
form used with no eutout or dimple detail whatsoev-
er and by 1945 this was the most common Sherman
sprocket in use.

Not shown is the drive sprocket for Lhe
Canadian dry pin track used on some Shermans,

Rams and derivalives built in Canada. This track
had smaller pitch track blocks and therefore had

more teeth than the 118, sprockets.
The /35 kits we have to choose from provide
one or more of the sprocket types. The Tamiya
M4A2 (and Jumbe) has the

the front by toothed sprock-
ets and supported at the rear
by a relatively large idler
wheel. The road wheels were
supporied on six suspension
units called bogie trucks and,
an early versions the track
supporting return rollers
were integral with the bogies.
All these components under-
went many changes during
WWIIT production, Here we
look ab these parts to see
what points are of interest to
the model builder. As with
other parts of this scries, we
expeel. to find more combina-
tinns beyond the ones shown
here (and you should, too),

Drive Sprockets

Inherited from the M2
medium tank, the M3 had
thirteen tooth drive sprock-
ets. Each sprocket was com-
prised of a central drum
shaped hub with identical
toothed plates bolted to the
ends of the hub. There were
at least two forms of hub (dif-
fering only in the way the
sprockel plate was support-
ed) on VVSS tanks. There
may have been two widths
since the original tracks on
the M2 were slightly narrow-
er than all later M3 and M4
tracks. There was a wider
hub used on the wide track
HVSS suspended tanks. The
sprocket plate could be fitied
to any of the hubs and was
held onto the hub drom by
means of hex head screws.
The hub bolted Lo Lhe drive
shaft with 8 screw-type bolis,
I have identified al least 5
types of toothed sprocket
plates. Figure 1 shows these
identified from photos.

Type 1A is the original

TYPE 2: Revised

m ALL DRAWINGS

Drive Sprockets

1/15TH

Sprocket plate

TYPE 1C:
Fancy smooth
variation.

Plate screws

TYPE 3: Simple plate

SCALE

Lype 3 sprocket, The Italeri
M4Al and M4A3 kits, and
DMLs series of M4Ads all
have both the Lype 10 and
Lype @ sprockets as a choice,
The new Tamiya M4 has the
same Lype 3 sprockets as the
old M4A3 kit bul alse
includes type 2 sprockets.
The new DML M4Al
Sherman alse has both type
1C and (ype 3. In HVSS the
only choice is the type 2 thal
comes in the DML M4A3
kits which are
installed on the wider hub
drum, Type 1A or 1B sprock-
£15 have not been released in
styrene—yet.

VVSS Suspension

The original suspension
used on all M3s and most M4
series tanks was a type known
as Vertical Volute Suspension
System, The VVSS comprised
six bogies with a pair of verti-
cally mounted volute springs
in cach assembly and used
{rack blocks with guide teeth
on each end (see last issue)
The road wheels were mount-
ed singly between the suspen-
sion arimsg two per bogie truck,
and a single idler wheel sup-
ported the end of the track
run, Return rollers were
installed on top of the bogies,

idler Wheels

The VVSS idler wheels
were steel castings mounted
o an eceentrie shaft assem:
bly that allowed the track
tension to be adjusted. By
lurning a large hex nut on
the eccentric, the idler shaft
position was adjustable forc
or aft to achieve the correct
track tension. Figure 2
shews the two types of idler
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wheel used on VVSS Shermans. Each is 22 by 9inch-
s in dimension and both Lypes have provision for
greasing the bearings by means of a grease plug
and relief valve. A removable dust cap is held on by
small screw-type bolts and it protects the hub bear-
ings from dirt and ether contamination.

The original idler whee| was an open spoke
design with six spokes. It is normally used in con-
junction with open spoked Lype road wheels but not
always. The solid spoke idler wheel is a later type
and it was used on many types of tank, Both idler
tvpes look mueh like bigger cousins o the corre-
sponding road wheel types. T also assume that both
types were made with variations in casting details,
but so far none has turned up.

The only commeant T have on the kit idlers is to
point out that none of the kits with the solid idler
has detail on both sides, Both idlers shown here are
identical on the other side bul without grease plugs
fitted, but you wouldn't knew that from the kit
parts. The new DML M4A1 kit includes two types of
solid idler (with and without separate dust cap)
that are hollow on the backside. It also comes with
a third choice, the open spoked idler and these do
have a rudimentary attempt at molding the grease
plug. Progress.

Grease plug

VVSS Idler Wheels (22 x 9)

Grease plug

Relief valve
Cap bolts
Open Spoke Solid Spoke
Road Wheels inch rubber tires, but other deiails differ. Tires had

The VVSS road wheels (figure 3) have rubber
tires and are either cast or made from steel stamp-
ings. All forms produced had the usual grease plug
and relief valve for lubrication, and all use 20 by 9

Grease plug

Grease plug

Concave

Grease plug

Relief valve

outer

VVSS Road Wheels (20 x 9)

Open Spoke

Smooth Dish

Solid Spoke

Rubber tire

Rivets

Convex

inner
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manufacturer names (not shown here) molded
into the sidewall in a manner similar to car tires.
Tire brands documented include Goodyear,
Firestone, B.F. Goodrich, and Bear. Besides the com-

any name, the sidewall contained size numbers
Fi.e. 20 X 8) and serial numbers, No Sherman kit
produced to date includes this detail even though
car models in smaller seales (1/43 for example) do
include raised lettering on tire moldings as do
1/35th scale soft-skins.

The first type of road wheel produced for the
M2/M3 was the open spoke type with five spokes.
The open spoke wheel was also used on early
Sherman types and can be found on tanks through-
out the war. The second Lype produced was the solid
spoke with embossed spoke detail on the face plate,
The stamped steel center of this wheel was riveted
to the wheel rim and has prominent rivets inside
the rim lip. The third type, a smooth dish type road
wheel, was a simpler design with rivets only on the
convex (inner) side. All the wheel types could be
reversed bul normally the dish type is seen with the
concave side out, When wheels were mounted
reversed, the grease plug and relief valve were
installed on the outer face for ease of access.

There are no styrene kits which include the
smooth dish wheels. The open spoke wheels in the
Tamiya M3/Grant kit are wrong because they have
six spokes. The open spoke wheels in the Tamiya M4
and [taleri based M4Al and M4A3 hul] kits have the
correct number of spokes but do not have the
grease plug/reliel valve details. The open spoked
wheels in the new M4Al from DML do have a tiny
nib to show the plug. The solid spoke wheels that
come in the Tamiya M4 and M4A3S kils are too nar-
row but those in the DML M4A4 series kits are the
correct width. Only the DML versions include the
dimples with grease plug and valve delail on the
wheel face. The Dragon's new M4Al has solids also,
these being a set of the same ones given in the
M4A4 kits and an identical set of the same type on
a new sprue. Go figure. While you are doing that,
note that none of the solid spoke wheels in the
above kits has correct defail on the reverse side,
None includes the rim rivets either.

Several after market and resin kit companies sup-
plv examples of bogie wheels in resin or white metal,
The smooth dish wheels are available by this route.

Bogie Trucks

The term bogie truck is derived from railroad
rechnology. Many of the makers of American tanks
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ie Evolution
were previously in the railroad business so this Bog e Evolu

comes as no surprise. With age, the term truck has
been lost and we now tend to just call them "bogies.”
Each of the six suspension units bolted to the hull Roller
sides of the Sherman were two-axle bogies. There
are Lwo basie Lypes of bogie used on VVSS tanks
and another type on the wide Lrack HVSS suspen- Brackat
sion that was introduced in November, 1944, Figure
4 shows Lhe evolution of bogie components.

The first bogie used on M3s and some very early Lever
versions of the M4 and M4Al Sherman tank were
the type 1 shown. These are easily recognized by the
location of the lrack return roller on lop of the sus-
pension bracket. The two seven-inch diameter
volute springs were housed vertically inside the
bracket casting and each acted on one of the two

Mounting bolts

4

Volute spring

Road wheel

sispension levers. The levers pivoted inside the
bogie brackel, and supported the suspension arms.
Contact between the arm and the lever was by
means of a rubbing block that was riveled onto the
suspension arm. A small metal wall on the outer

edge of the rubbing block kept the lever properly Arm
located. A second rubbing block was bolted onto the
bottom tip of each lever, butil cannot be seen in this TYPE 1: Qrigina| vVvs (szqu)

view because it hides behind the vertical wall part,
The suspension arms were attached by means of
gudgeon pins that provided the pivot points.

The second type of VVSS bogie truck was called
“heavy duty” and incorporated a number of
improvemenis. IL had the relurn roller relocated
ontoa trailing arm bracket and a skid made of bent

Stronger bracket Skid
casting

/ Relocated

metal plate on top of the bogie. The brackel casting Revised arms, roller

held larger eight-inch diameter volule springs and levers, and

had more steel covering the springs and acting as an rubbing % . ,
armor guard, The trailing arm for the return roller b!ocksg Revised springs

was bolted o the spring guard portion of the brack- and mounts

et by means of four bolts and could be allached at
either side. This meant the bogie could be installed
on either side of the tank once the trailing arm was
installed properly. There are four prominent holes
in the side face of the spring cover armor on theside
of the bogie without the roller support bracket that
are missing on all the kits, The holes are on the side
facing the front on both sides of the tank. Finally,

Revised

the levers, the suspension arms, and the gudgeon gudgeon
pin attachment points were all beefed up and pin mount
revised on this Lype bogie.
The type 3 bogie shown is the HVSS unil and it
represents a total revision of the suspension trucks. TYPE 2: Heavy Duty VvVS (M3]M4)

The HVSS bogie includes single cast steel arms for
each axle shaft with wheels mounted in pairs at
each end. The springs are eight inches in diameter
and mounted exposed horizontally in the middle of
the bogie. A shock absorber (or snubber) tube con-
neacts between the two suspension arms providing
an improved comfort ride nob available in VVS5
tanks. More on this system in a moment. Shock

Type 1 Bogie Variation absorber |

The original bogie type installed on the M3
underwent some changes during ils production life.
Figure 5 shows both the initial pattern and what it
looked like with all the later features.

The initial version had smooth-face lever cast-
ings with prominent mold seams around the
perimeler, The roller was located low on Lhe brack-
el and supported on top of the two central vertical
reinforcing ribs. The steel roller had a grease plug
and a reliel valve on its external {ace for lubrica-
tion of the bearings. A pair of plugs on top of the
bracket casting covered the spring mount hard- 5 g
ware, The gudgeon pins were held in the bottom of TYPE 3: Horizontal Volute (M4)
the bogie bracket with clamp bolts and nuis and
the pins had to be driven oul sideways Lo replace m

Arm

Number Mine U 15
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Type 1 Bogie Variation

Pillow block

Late wheels

Revised arms

l.ate Features

Roller
Relief valve T, Grease plug
N = . 8~ Plug
i+ e Smooth lever
0 - *
© ©
Rod nut
Gudgeon pin
clamp nut
Raised roller

the suspension arms.

The second drawing in figure 5 shows some of
the variations. Some bogie bracket castings had two
horizontal ribs between the inner and ouber verti-
cal ribs. For example, a few of the 1.8, M3s used in
Alperia and North Africa used these castings. Other
Lypes of road wheels were also used.

On Lhe original patlern suspension arms a rod
boll was installed between the arms for sach
wheel, This can be seen as a nut on the inboard end
of the suspension arm. On later bogies, the arms
will either have no rod bolt (the hales will be visi-
ble) or a second type of arm is used. This arm does
not have holes for the red bolt and instead is con-
nected to the opposite arm on Lop by a sheet, metal
gusset (not visible here). The second Lype is shown at
the bottom of the figure, A final change made to type
1 bogies used late in WWII was raising the return
roller by installing a thicker pillow block.
Apparently raising the track reduced thrown tracks.

Type 1 bogie trucks are only found in the
Tamiya M3 and Grant kits. These are the initial ver-
sion but suffer from not having correct detail on
each side. There should be two cutout holes in the
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sides of cach bracket just above the top of the
spring guards. Otherwise they are representative.
The wheels included in these kils are too narrow
and of the wrong number of spokes so they should
be changed if using these bogies. The Tank
Workshop sells near copies of the Tamiya type 1
bogies {minus wheels) for use when backdating an
M4 or M4AL to this type suspension. They do not
have the cutouts in the sides either.

Type 2 Bogie Variation

Figure 6 shows most of the identifiable varis-
tions in the second type of bogie truck, All of these
share the trailing return roller and lop mounted
skid bul other details vary. Also keep in mind that
many of the details shown can be mixed and
matehed Lo other unils so additional variations are
to be expected.

The type 2A bogie was the first installed as a
replacement [or the type 1 Note the symmetrical
skid used on top and the old seam running aeross
the face of the bracket. The lever shown is an
improved type common to all ©pe 2 bogles. This
bogie was installed on early M4A s but its use on

ather types is net well known,

The type 2B bogie had a different Lype of skid,
now with a shape that had to be placed correctly
depending on which side of the tank the bogie was
installed. T also show the next pattern of suspension
arm to be fielded, this one with replaceable rubbing
black. The block was held on by hex nuts and thers
were holes in the suspension arm that allowed access
to the nuis. This pattern suspension arm was used on
almost all VVSS type 2 bogies. Some fanks were field-
ed with this layout but it is hard to see in photos so
exaelly how much service it saw is speculative,

Ty pe 20 bogies were the lale war pattern with
revised skid shape. These are the most commonly
used version on Shermans prior to 144, especially
on remanufactured M4s and M4Als.

The type 20-1 shown has several interesting fea-
tures, The bracket casting has been revised and
now the mold seam is on top of the bracket near the
rounded upper edge. The detail around the gudgeon
block retainer bolis is revised and now has three
thickening bumps outboard of the bolt holes
instead of the two used previously. Casting marks
abound on the surface of the bracket, this being but
one patlern observed. T also show a simple version
of the block used to hold the gudgeon pins to the
botiom of the bogie bracket. Unlike the normal
part, this block does not taper at the sides to con-
form o the ribs on the bracket casting and may not
he very commaon.

The type 2C-2 drawing shows the first attempt
to raise the return roller on all Sherman tanks, This
was done with a thicker pillow block as on the later
type 1 bogie. Note that this bracket casting is similar
to the one shown in 2A but it does have casting num-
bers on the face. [ also show another type of lever
with casting marks on it too. The 20-2 lavout was
very common on tanks in 184844 and remained in
use to the end of the war,

The type 21} bogies are the late VVSS version
with roller trailing arm brackets that incorporate
the raised roller foature, Note the bent shape of this
reller mount when compared with the previous
ones. Other casting mark variations seen on some
bogie brackets, levers, and arms are shown in both
the 2D trucks illustrated,

T'have not shown it, but a variation of the 2C and
20 bogie was made in Canada for the Grizzy (M4A1)
and Sexton. FProm the side they look identical to the
ones shown here but are different in form when
viewed from some other angles. The principle differ-
ence is the shape of the four vertical ribs on the
bracket face. The Canadian bogies’ ribs flare out at
the top of the casting whercas the U3, pattern bogies
have vertical profiles. See page 345 in Hunnicutts
Sherman book for a nice picture of a Sexton with
this bogie truck. It is possible to tell a Grizzly from a
U8 made M4Al by this suspension component.

Until recently model builders have only had the
aforementioned type 1 hogies (Tamiya M3 kits) and
the type 2D (everything else). For reasons known
only to the manufacturers, we were never offered
any other type. Thal has changed.

The new DML M4Al comes with both a newly
molded set of type 2D bogie trucks (with another
variation of easting marks) and with a set of Lype 2C-
1 trucks. Alternate paris are also included for the
type 202 raised roller bogie, Way cocl! These 20
bogies differ in construction in that they have sepa-
rate parts for the spring and roller bracket which is,
in my opinion, the way (o go even il you still have to
deal with a centerline seam on the spring For the
hard corps, you can also get a mid-production bogie
(2C-1) truck from the old extinet Tamiya M10 and M36
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Type 2 Bogie Variation
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TYPE 2D: Late version.
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Grease plug

Wheel o
SCrews

Grease plug

HVSS Wheels

Road Wheel (20.5x6.25)

Grease
fitting

Dust
cap

Roller (13.5x3.75)

Screw bolts

Single Roller (10x5)

tank destroyer kits. These units do not have springs so
you will have to work on them some Lo make them fit
amore modern tank kit but iLis an option, if youhave
oneof the old TD's rotting in the closet.

HVSS Suspension

The type 3 bogie is for the late war HVSS sus-
pension, This suspension system used paired wheel
sets on a cenler pin track block and had separate
return rollers bolted to the hull sides instead of on
the bogie. Besides the benefit of lower ground pres-
sure on the wide tracks, the FIVSS gave a better ride.
By Korea time, it was the only suspension found on
most Sherman tank hulls. Tanks converted fo HVSS
include the M4AIL 76mm (W), the M4 (composite
b1} and M4£5 (106mm), all 47 degree hull forms of
the M4A3, and some M4A4 tanks. Postwar conver-
sions were also made so it is possible to see many
types of M4 tank en this suspension.

HVSS Wheels

The four types of wheel used on the HVSS sus-
pension are shown in figure 7. At the top is the
road wheel in two views. This wheel also mounts a
rubber tire. It measured 205 by 625 inches in
dimension with the pair of wheels covering the
width of the track bloek. The wheel is held onto the
axle shaft with large hex head screws and there is
a bearing cap in the center of each wheel that is
held on with smaller screw-bolts. A single grease
fitting is installed on the dust cap and grease is
purged out the back side of the wheel. There are
Lwo small cireular plugs in each wheel face whose
purpose is unknown.
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The HVSS idler wheel was a pair also and
mounted on the commaon idler axle shaft. 16is bigger
than the road wheels at 225 by 6.25 inches bul oth-
erwise the details are similar 0 the road wheel.
Unlike the all steel idler of the VVSS suspension the
HVSSidler uses a rubber fire,

There were two types of return roller on HVSS

tanks. Two large roller wheel pairs were mounted
in the gaps between the bogie trucks and three sin-
gle wheel rollers were mounted above the three
suspension units. The larger roller was 135 by 875
inches in dimension and the smaller roller was only
10 by Sinches, The larger roller has features similar
to the HVSS road wheels but the small wheel roller
has slightly different hub detail. Both types have
rubber tires.

Not shown, but understood, is that the IVSS tires
also have company and other steneil detail molded
into the sidewalls of the rubber. Brands used include
the ones mentioned above for the VVSS tires.

HVSS Bogies

The HVSS bogie (ruck looks quite a bit different
from the VVSS unit but performs many of the same
functions. Details are shown in figure 8.

Note the prominent data plate altached to the
shock absorber lube. The shoek absorber is
attached to each suspension arim al a pivot pin and
held in place with a pinch bolt. The suspension
arms are removable by loosening the pinch bolls for
the gudgeon pins,

The only prominent casting features on the
HVSS suspension are found on the suspension
arms. 3ome arms have casting numbers and other
marks inside the dimple areas on one side of the
arm casting only. Some arms have no numbers and
also have a small rectangular nib sticking out at
the top of the arm casting. On the left arm shown,
this would be on the opposite side and not visible
here. Some arms do not have this nib, and its pur-
pose is unknown.

HVSS suspension parts are currently only
available in plastic from DML. However, the now
extinet company MP Models used o sell both an
M50 and a conversion set using the HVSS parts. The
DI ones come in the M4AS kits (labeled WWII
and Korean versions), in the POA flamethrower,
and you can also get them rom DML as a conver-
sion sel. These are well made for the mosl part but
require some conversion skills to attach to most
Sherman models. Only the POA kit can be consid-
ered an “oul of the box” HVSS tank mode] since it is
the only one with a hull made to accept the
suspension without modification.

—Pete Horlem

Data plate
Pinch bolt

Type 3 HVSS Bogie

Some arms have small
rectangular tab here
(this side only)

Spring mount pin

Mount bolt \

Gudgeon
pin pinch bolt

Some arnms
have casting
marks here
(this side only)




The Complete Airbrush Setup

The Teslor Corporation is proud to effer a complete line of products
for all of your airbrushing needs.

Model Master Airbrushes

Model Master Airbrushes are the easiest airbrushes you will ever use.
No paint enters the airbrush body, so il requires minimal cleaning
and no disassembly. The Model Master 30008 is a suction/side feed
internal mix instrument that works as both a single-action and
double-action airbrush. The Model Master 30005 offers an
unprecedented lifetime guarantee,

Testor Compressor

Water In your system can destroy a beautiful pain: job. To
prevent this we offer the AC200—the only compressor in its price
range with a moisture trap. In addition, the AC200 is cquipped
with a pressure regulator Lo help you control the flow of air.

The AC200 is a diaphram type machine with standard fittings.

121 | 486 The Tesio Coatp.

It attaches easily to all airbrushes. Features include: oil-less, fan cooling,
4 thermal protector switch, service life of 10,000 hours, 25 psi under
load, and a Z year guarantee,

Model Master Cleaning Station
Simply blow soivent through your atrbrush into the cleaning station
for convienent, environmentally safe airbrush cleaning,

Testor Spray Booth

This is a durable metal spray booth

with a5 stage filter system, an exhaust fan
plus accomodation for a light.

(Dim: 20" x143/4" x 157)

1f you have difficulty locating these
products call 1-800-TESTORS for the
location of vour nearest obby store.
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Authentic Scale Military Models
High Quality Resin Armor in 1/76 Scale

MM1002 ; - Figure & Accessory Range
f : AG-MM5003 German Decaluowmenoen 5498
MM3003 : e
f AB-MM5004 German Craw.. ..-56.98
AB-MM5005 American Craw... ..56.98
AG-MME006 Gorman Flak Crawm e 58,98

Almost 100 items!!
WWII French

Gt We stock the entire
AB-MM1001 Renaull R3s.. ..§ig.08 Britis

. Millicast range.
AB-MM1002 Renault R40..... 518,98  AG-MM3003 AUSHN iveersnccsmmnssssssnsrsener 511,98 _EE
AG-MM3028 R.A. Armored Car...

MM2005
Squadron Mail Order
Dept At
1115 Crowley Drive
Carroliton, Texas 75011-5010
Phone Orders (214) 2428663
WWII German Fax Orders (214) 242-3775

AB-MM2005 Hummel SP.usesrsmmsnne:
AB-MM2032 Sig 33 Howitzer...
AB-MM2033 Sig 33 Panzer |....
AB-MM2041 Mercecas LG3000..
AS-MM2043 Sdkfz. 250/11 "Alte”... e $21.98  AG-MMA023 LVT1 ATITAC. vvsmmessessrssersrnsen- 528,98 Poslage & Handling

AB-MM2050 Sdkfz. 234/Pak 40... 52098 AB-MM4025 LVTZ AMirac....... .. $31.98 USA....54.00 Canada.....58.50
AB-MM2077 Panzerdager 38(1). ... 520,98 AB-MMA4026 LVT3 w/Rear Ramp . $33.98 Forcign.......... Call

Fax & E Mail 24 Hours a Day
k= Mail: mailorder @squadron.com
World Wide Web:
httpediwww.squadron.com

MMA0ZE

-.525.98 American

PANZERTRUPPE

Published in early 1996, “PANZERTRUPPE" lcads
the reader through the history of this elite fighting
force. The cumbersome A7V SturmPanzerwagen,
the crews and equipment of the Reichsheer wood
and canvas Panzeratrappe, as well as all AFVs
crewed by the men in the bluck Panzeruniform are
covered and richly illustrated.

The Heeres-Fallschirm-and Waffen SS-Panzer units
are described. Also their leaders, aces, the crews,
vehicles, weapons and uniforms are depicted with
selected photos and informative text and captions.

This 280 page 8% x 1134 hard cover book
contains over 600 photos, including 84 pages of
color photos and art.

“PANZERTRUPPE" is the seventh volume of our
acclaimed RYTON SERIES and will be an
important addition to your World War II library
on the German Army.

8% x 11347 vertical, color front and back, hard cover.

Printed on coated paper, 280 pages. Over 600
illustrations, including 298 in color. $65.00

RYTON PUBLICATIONS
P.C. Box 2306, Bellingham, WA 98227
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he Alan truck represents one of the most
numerous trucks of WWIL ZIS (rucks
were made in Moscow untl 1942 when

the Germans drove the production to a
plant in the Urals. The ZIS5 was built
from 1934 until 1955 and the Urals ver-

p}er design. The kit 218 has the early rounded [ enden
of the Moscow version and metal cab panels. ZIS
trucks were also modified Lo carry searchlights, pon-
toon bridges, snowplows, water or gasoline tanks,
compressors, and even converted to half-iracks, and
asgun mounls,

The WWII Soviet army fielded the M-4/762mm
quad mount of the Model 1910 Maxim machine gun as
an anti-aircraft weapon. It featured a tall tripod car-
riage aimed by two gunner shoulder rests. The four
water cooled gins were fed from elip on wmmo hoges,
the gume and mount could be broken down for trans-
port, and it was also commonly bolted onto frocks,
sleds, or wagons to make mobile AAA platforms.
Wheeled versions commonly were on Z15-6 AAA
trucks but the quad was also mounted on smaller
vehicles, Two twin axle trucks convert-

details of the bench seat mounted i the cargo area,
Taking it on faith that the Z1IS truck version was simi-
larly rigged | jumped on both kits.

Alan’s kit has detail on par with Italeri’s truck kits
even if the parts get a bit elunky onee in a while. The
molding is good except for the wheels and tives. Thers
are a fow mold blemishes or dimples needing atten-
tion, and most of those are not visible anyway. The
parts fit well and represent the original details equal-
Iy well. T theught the wood paitern molded on the
cargo box boards was overdone at first glance bui,
once [ painted it T ehanged my mind. T resisted

and needed some more putty. Part bl, the
aceessory drive, was broken and the small
end missing from the box. I substituted with
spare bits and drilled wire holes in the dis
tributor on the front of the part. The engine
fan and fan belt are too thick and would have
looked better had 1 made newbies, 1 drilled
oul the exhaust pipe before installing it,

The engine was wired and installed into
the frame using the cab floor to make sure it
ended up in Lhe correct place. Once placed,
the radiator wasinstzlled lo which [ added a
lower radiator hese with solder. | finished
detailing the frame but the spare tire rack
parts caused problems because the tire can-
not be installed afler the rack is built
Fiddling solved it.

The cab floor has good detail including
pedals for the clutch and brakes. The seal
has no demarcation to show where the fab-
ric portion stops above the supporl box,
solved with paint. The basic instrument
panel has raised features, and since I
planned o close up the cab, | just painted
evervthing and moved on. The steering
wheel gave me fits because the rim ends up
mterfering with the driver's door, The door wouldn't
close properly until [ bent the shaft. 1lefl the mof off
so that I could install window glass after painting the
exterior, The headlights have clear lenses which Talso
installed later. I made the engine cover panels a. shide-
on fit to the cab and radiator allowing me {o pullit of f
Lo show the engine.

The vinyl kit tires are poor due to bad pin marks.
They also have a ridge type mold seam and removing
it will wipe out the tread I put the pin marked side of
the fires on the inside away from the viewer and on
the inside on the rear pair. The wheel rims are nol

replacing them with wood.

[started with the frame to get the suspension on
straight. This eaused no problems, so while that
duied, | assernbled the rear axle (a few dimples here).
The springs, front axde king pin/hub assemblics, and
steering arm and lever went on, but Tleftoff part 84
until later when [ could align it with the steering
shalt. The box support rails, parts 91, had the clamp
rod boll detail removed and replaced with wire, [l
looked hetter.

The engine and tranny are molded as halves

ed were the GAZ AA and ZIS AA | 1/
tonners, The advent of a 1/35th kit of
the quad Maxim from the new Russian
company Brigade Commander made
this conversion pessiple. Either the Alan
2154 truck kil or its newer clone from
DML/Dragon can be used as a mount,

Just call me Alan

I chose the Alan truck and quickly
found there is not much reference
material available, T had to rely on the
drawing of a GAZ AA that comes with
the Maxim kit instructions. It contained

Dem bones. The interior of the cab is basic and could
benefit from some extra time, if you are so inclined.
Upper right and below: the detailing here wasn’t too bad,
Rather reminiscent of older Italeri stuff.

some usaful details, It showed the lay-
out¢f the pump hand crank and water
lines {which are not supplied), and the
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A few views of the finished Maxim. Pretty when
done, bul nol a pretiy story to tell. The water feed
lines make an interesting addition, Note my stowed
ammo crates under the forward bench. Belou: I left
the cowling loose to show off the engine.

completely molded on the several Alan kits [ exam-
ined including this one. Be forewarned that the outer
edge of the rims can be uneven. [ put the worst rims on
the inside, out of sight, and 1 hid another by dropping
the side leaf of the cargo box, The wheel assemblies
are aLight fit on the brake drums and you would have
todo a lol of adjustment in order to gel thein Lo roll.

I scratch buill the bench seal in back withstyrene
rod for the vertical supports and Uchannel for the
seal frame. The boards are strip styrene seribed Lo
give them a rough look, and the side rails are benl
styrene. The cargo bed and box sides are kit stock. [
left, the right side drop leaf off so [ could later altach
it inn the down position and the rear tailgate was glued
on horizontal and supported with two triangle brack-
ets mada from strip. | ended up with a pinch fit
between the eab and cargo box that had to be fiddled
abit fo get the bed on the frame. [ then added agizmao'd
water pump for the gun to the drop leaf.

Maxim to the Max

The Brigade Commander Maxim kil was built out
of the box, As is, it makes into the quad mounton a tri-
pod stand with inlegral water coolant tank using
white metal castings except for the resin water tank.
Instruetions are basie, some delails are poorly shown
and that significantly increases the building diffieul-
Ly. The resin water tank had a few bubbles but the
white metal parts are very nice and impressive in
their unbuilt state, Cleanup was required on most
parts and metal parts mean spending quality time
with your superglue.

I built the (ripod as shown in the instructions and
installed the mast. This comes at full height which
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made the model Lop heavy. [t was a constanl problem
as I finished construction. ] was alwaysin fearof drop-
ping the hefty castings. The poor ZIS was in danger of
being smashed too, bul somehow [ got the mounl
logether with only one instance of part reglue-itis.
The carriage is an asymmetrical part to which you
atlach assorted frame bits, ammo bex and feed sys:
tem. I warn that the feed chutes (curved thingies) that
come of f the rear of each box must fit between the
guns when the mount is tilted up. If they are not
correctly aligned the guns can only be installed
horizontally.

Other than that, the gun carriage is a tricky bas-
tard that gave me fits and cryano fingers. | almost
threw [t into the wall 15 times it was so frustrating, No
provision is given for the ammo belts so the purist
should add these if you plan to put the mount into a

diorama showing il firing. The instruetions do not
show where the right hand support rail goes and |
tried fo put it on the outside of the right hand ammo
box. This was wrong since il goes between the last bwo
boxes on the right side!

Somehow | got. the gun carriage ready for the
Maxims. Small altachment points for each do not pro-
vide a lot of surface for the glue to bite onto and the
gun weight makes for more frustration while aligning
them. This alignment controls the tubing for the
waler system and the trigger bar, so be carefull The
thing came out reasonably straight but [ felt | had
nothing to do with it. Honest, T tried Lo serew it up
many times, I was not happy with the sight system
since it neither fils on the gun mount with ease, nor is
it well molded. T strongly suggest you go ind a big ring
and bead sight from the radio control boys or some-
thing I wished for a replacement in photo-etch.

The final touch was the addition of the water
hoses, These run from the tank to the gun mount and
then to the hand pump on the side of the drop leaf.
Mine are insulated electrical wire and this gave me
the sinooth curves I wanted, One hose runs up from
Lhe water tank fo the gun manifold and a second hose
runs from the outlet manifold to the pump, A third
hose runs from the pump back 1o the water tank.

‘The gun mount was installed on the back of the
truck and [ then painted everything olive-green. |
followed that with kit decals modified a bit to get the
display shown. | drybrushed the truck next and did
sorme black wash on the dirty side. The guns were
painted with gun metal and then buffed a bit. [
finished by putling ammo crates under the bench
seal, installing the window glass, headlighl lenses,
and finally the cab roof.

ZIS was fun... really

To summarize, the Alan ZIS5is a good model with
only a few problems It is generally aceurate and com-
parable to other 1/35th truck kits. The lires and
wheels are substandard, but the resulting ZIS model is
worthy of mest collections. The problems encoun-
tered can all be surmounted and the conversion possi-
bilities are many. It is recommended, especially to
those who enjoy military trucks.

The Brigade Commander quad Maxim gun mount
is another story. First impressions are high, the com-
plexity and detail of (he original is dead on, but the
assembly of it is frustrating, The parts are well mold-
ed, look great built, and attract attention, but it is not
easy to build nor recommended to beginners. But if
you like Soviet gun mounts, and have some patience,
then by all means buy the kit. Spend the next winfer
putting the little jewel together and then go call Hair
Club for Men because you are going to need a trans-
plant. The ZIS was fun, the gun was none, The results
speak for themselves. &@

—Pete Harlem

Mail Order. Suggested retail $24.98.

33326. Suggested retail price $24.95.
References

Alan ZIS-5 3-ton Russian Truck, Stock number 003. Kit graciously provided by Squadron Signal

Brigade Commander Maxim Mode! 1910 Machine Gun. No specific item number. Kit graciously
provided by the U.S. distributor, R&D Militaria, 460 Lakeview Drive, 111B #4, Ft. Lauderdale, FL

Russisches Mashinengewehr ‘Maxim', Model! 1910, Wafien-Revue, #63, pp.39-47. A tough one to

shows several versions of the ZIS-5.

find admmedly, this aricle has several nice photos of the quad Maxim mount and a few line draw-
mgs of the main parts that appear o be dnrhred from an operator's manual. German text.

s by G.N. Georgano, 1994, Osprey

Ve 2 2
Automotrve Books, London Thas Qﬂa-psgﬂ book mcludes a brief history of the ZIS trucks and
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THE RIGHT ST
DISTRIBUTORS, INC.

P.O. BOX 2310 BASSETT, CA 91746
PHONE- (878) 968-1332 FAX- (818) 968-1330

The Right Stuff Distributors is pleased

10 be able 1o offer the finest of Japa- CEIJG!EH??%@E

nese modelling anc historical military Sl
publications.

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED
SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE

GROUNDPCWER 130 Ger Small Arms & Weepons #3550 404 German Self-Propelled Cuns §1 37 98 033 Achiurg Panzer #4.Panthar 28.98
DI Geeman Light Tarks of \MAR? 3798 9105 Ger. Sall Arms & Weapaons #20 3550 474 Battieship Yamiato Specal 21.98 039 Achiung Panzer ¥5-50g 2895
G302 Fanzer I and vananis 2798 2106 Vieinam \War #1 4050 Ale  Jpn Army Medalled Plots WAL 2398 215 Foneer Fie 1992 34.95
Q003 vl Ger Military Weh #1 , 3298 9107 Sturm & Drang #3- Soklz 2500513550 428 Kawasakr X461 Tony 37 98 035 Panger Foe 1993794 . 3795
D004 WA Ger Miltary Veh #2 . AZ.98 9108 Viemnam War 82 ¥ A0 50 435 German Seil Propelled Guns #2 39.58 039 Pander File 1995 . 39.95
D005 German Ammy 1994 3298 9111 fracks & Treads af Rukuy: 49.50 437 wAul Lo Mede ler's Handbook 38 98 041 Panzer Fle 1995/96 1595
QO3 Arrmar of the Pacific Ward 3298 9202 Gulf Wlar Special A0 50 439 Heros of Jpn Moy Ar Force 37 %8 031 Models nAcion # 1-Moimandy 39 95
QOOF WA Cier, Military \Weh, #3 12948 5203 Sturm & Drang #4-Panzer & 35 50 444 Junkers JuB8 Suka 35,98 M2 Models n Acign #2-Beriin 4398
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Q01D Wear o the Gull 1 . 3798 9407 Anglo Amencan lanks of Wl 5400 151 WA Suode Al2ok Squadion 4198 032 SL-H Garage Kis Fie 39592
Q01 Mar a the Golf 82 3298 921 Ll Warbird M'hoto Album 82 3550 453 Car Medeling Techaugues /3 15, i MILTARY AIRCRAFT
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COES Bahan Fignling Ven, of WAl | 32,98 9306 German Assadll i Polerd 35.50 MODEL GRAPHIX SPECIALS OFE WRARALLLS Maney Aurcralt 32,58
0016 French Miliany Veh. of WAL | 3298 9300 Luf. Warbircd Photo Mbum 84 3550 005 Acee Detal #1-BNOSE 3295 012 Impenal Japarese Mavy Arcraft 372.98
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02 Battle of Kursk Vol. 2 A 3298 3s Pwl 90 G Specal 3250 028 ActoDetal #1DMe202 & He162 3909 020 Ar Warn the Gulf 32.98
& Meeih Alvica Campaign 81 3298 319 oo Ay Free Camo & dadogs 31,98 029 Acro Deal #1-Junkers J0B7 DVG 39 95 021 WA German Exponmental lets 32 98

TANK MAGAZINE 1346 FwlS00 & TalS? Speceal 3198 030 AeroDetal #12-Hawker Hwncane 3995 022 US Nawy Arcrzft of WAs| . 3258
910 German APC W 7.75 30 Japanese Nawvy Vessels Vol | 21,96 035 Aero Detal #1351 Musiang - 39 95 023 Lufiwalle Project Alrcialt 12.58
B00% Type &1 MET Co RGD 348 Wwil German Jels 3196 030 Asro Decal #149497 Trundercoll 3995 D25 German Jegs of WAL 82 32.59
HH12 Genman AR EAA 2550 1bh Hghters of the JASEE L3250 037 Acro Detl #15Macchn 2024205 4595 901 German Military A/C in photos: 32,58
30T Gonle of the Buige . 3550 367 sMesserschumull MeZé2 oo 3398 040 Asro Detail #16-Avade Ar234 Hing 39,93 9503 Stesiih & Spy Adrcraft #1 . 3258
B Mormardy Campaign 3550 375 Meszerschmell BI1O9 BE 3598 043 Aero Dezil 81 7-FOF Halic 39.9% HOSBY JAPAN SPECIALS
9003 Leathernecks m \Victnam | 3250 3A7H  Pear Harbor Speaial T4 98 04 Panger i Saurmer &1 21,95 Milmary Modehng Marual #2 Anoo
F006 S & Drang #1-Tigsr | 3250 38O Auc Modeling B, Feran §2 2698 011 Panier i Saumer 82-Pantner 78 95 Mildary Modehng Mangal 83 30.00
907 Batte of Ruesk Vol | . 3250 387 Supermanne Spilie 3798 020 PrrmSaurmer §3-Hummel espe 2895 Milary Modeling Marwsal 74 3000
200% 55 in Eastern Front # 1 2250 195 Ki43 Hayabusa/Oscar . 3298 0'2 Achiung Panzer ¥2-Panzer L, FE.95  Mittary Modeling Marcal 85 Eld ey
T2 Combal Choppeds of the Wild 32 50 201 P51 Musiang Speci: 3198 D26 Achiung Panzer §3-Panzer IV 2B 98 German Comouflage uriforms . . 48.00

— MODEL KASTEN TRACK ——-

kDI Late Panther % 33 %5 KI5 Panzer IV Final Producnon A4.00 K28 Cary Panther . . .. 2B95 SKDS Sialn JS-2iworkahble) | 3895
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NEW MODEL KiTS FROM ITALERI

Look for these new Kits from Italeri. Ttaleri has earned the reputation for highly detailed, excellent

AT Mistel (J1U-83 A4/ME-109)
(1/72) * No.072

No, 07

M877 Oshikosh Truck (1/35)
No. 292

Z18-5 Sowviet W Truck (1/35)
No. 297

=
?*)’ & »
Lo

P,

—_—
C-130/11 Hercules (1/48)
No. 243

fitting model parts as a result of e

and comprehensive,

IL-280 (1772)
No. (74

Pakfi VI Ausf E Tiger (Late)
{1/35) * No.293

A/C Carrier "Charles De Gaulle”
(1/720) * No. 525
B Ny, 7

K.“

PAH-Tiger (1/48)
No. 44

Kamov KA-29 “Helix” (172)
Mo 070

EaESE WS

SA Kiz 234/1 (Zem KwK)
(1/35) = No. 294

Farsche 911 Turbo ‘05 {1/24)
No. 682

k'

Prussian Cuirassiers (1/72)
o 6007

Jaguar GR-1(1/72}
No. (67

ert mold-making craftsmanship. Kits include high-quality decals
illustrated instruction manuals. Ask your dealer for more details.

(CH-34 Choclaw [1/72)
No, (166
[

e N

T

BO-217 K1 w/Fritz X" (172}
No. (69

Messerschmitt ME-210°A1
{172} = No. 077

-

Russlan T-34/85 (1/35)
Wa. 295

e

MAN F-2000 (1/24)
Mo, 741

French Fussars (1/72)
Mo. 008

PzKfw ¥ Ausf D (early) Panther
(1/35) ® No. 290

150-152 Self Prop. Gun {1/35)
No. 796

1.5 Trailer (45 I't.) {1/24)
No. 742

Distyibuled by Toe Tesior Corp,
620 Buchbes 5, Rockiord 1L 07704
A RPM Gy

Call 1-800-TESTORS for informalion
bl your neares! Hobby Dealer or
Viert aur ieebsite (60 bt lesions.com
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- cimitar. I give high marks to any vehicle
© named afl ter a big pointy sword. The idea
* for the litile fella was first pitched in
the early sixties, but the finished con-
cepl was nol completed until the early
et seventies. The Scimitar is not just one
vehiclg, but rather one member of a veritable clan
of armored vehicles used by our good British
friends and even a few other NATO members.

The father of this family is actually the
Secorpion CVR (T). The acronym stands for “Combat
Vehicle Reconnaissance (Tracked)" Interestingly,
there was a wheeled (W) prototype called the Fox,
It mounted the same turret and gun as the Scimitar,
but it was never accepted for service.

The Scorpion mounted a Témm LE23 gun as
opposed Lo the Seimilars 30mm gun, and it was
envisioned as a fire support vehicle. All seven mem-
bers of the clan share the same basic chassis and
each has adilferent role to play on the modern bat-
tlefield. Let's meet them, shall we?

Striker is the anti-tank version, mounting the
nasly Swingfire ATGW launcher; Spartan is the
APC version (hopefully not indicating the accom-
modations); Samaritan is an armered ambulance;
Sultan is the command post variant; and Samson is
the recovery vehicle. The Scimitar role is recon and
it Tulfills il well. The Jaguar engine will scoot it
along at 50 mph to gel out of trouble in & big hurry!
All the kids share an extremely low ground pres-
sure of just 5 psi, meaning they can get in and out of
some pretty gooey places.

All of these vehicles have seen and see exten-
siveservice with the Dritish and the Belgian armies.
Of course the British are the big usexs and the fivst

vehicles were delivered in 1971 with the first large
scale combat action being the Falklands in 1982, All
saw service in the Gult War and many of the types
are curvently deployed in Bosnia

A Scimitar by any other name...

Whiy is this & review of the Seimitar and not the
Scorpion? Good question. Both kits were announced
mare or less simultaneously, the Scimitar by AFV
Club and the Scorpion by Revell of Germany. Both
were subsequently and simultaneously released,
bul for some reason the Scorpion is not currently
available in the U.S, This may change with time and
I'm sure any enterprising modeler could snag one
from a shop or mail order outlet in Europe.

[t's real obvious that this kit has a dual purpose.
There are Scorpion parts everywhere
and many of these gel discarded with
this version, We are Launied with little
illustrations of the other vehicles in
the family throughout the instructions,
but there appears to be no plan to
release any of them as of yet. And,
unfortunately, vou can only build the
one kil out of the box. So, lets talk
about that.

Construction

Starting at the bottom, the Lorsion
arms have rather odd location holes.
They are square and correspond to
square mounts on the backs of the
arms, This is not a good way to make
sure all the arms are straight, If you
sight them down their length and use a

AFV Club

slow drying glue, you shouldn't have a problem.

You get a choice of early or late drive sprockets,
but check your references carefully, Many of the
Tittle details on both the Scorpion and the Seimitar
were not necessarily unique (o either, The vehicle
was in service for over twelve years, so there’s a lot
of crossover in the parts department.

Both sprockets are really delicate and difficult
to remove from the sprue without damage. Shades
of the M88 light guards.

The roadwhesl hubs are separate and are
weeny little things. Those of you with large linger
syndrome may have a tough time with them, Be
careful how much cement you use on these. The con-
tact point between them and the wheels 15 not large
and glue can puddle in this area, distorting the part,

The underside of the hull revealing these weird square
{ocators. Nice glue stains!
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The top of the lower hull during construction. The shot at left skows the large opening for the engine. Any engine scrateh-builders out there? At right is the

hull just prior to adding the roadwheels, with both the muffler and the wire reel in place. Below lefi: the etched sheel as it comes in the kit and the turned
barrel. Below righl: the ingjor components of the running gear; sprockel, idler, hubs and roadwheels.

The lracks are bad news. The fit is very tight
and their very delicate connection paint broke
almost immediately. On both sides. Bummage.

[ threaded the tracks together with superfine
brass wire. [ clipped of f the ends as lightly to the link
as | could to disguise it. A little superglue helps, too
{praying wouldn't hurt either ). The joint should even-
tually be arranged in the least conspicuous place.

As you move to the top of the model, the instrue-
tions have you add large stowage boxes to the front
hull area. T did't always see them used in photos (it
seems to be more of a later feature) so 1 left them
off my model.

Both the Scorpion and the Seimitar were so
small inside that they are literally festooned with
exterior stowage boxes of various sizes. Even with-
out the two forward boxes, there are siill three
more for the lower hull.

Like other AFV Club Kits, this one includes a

lovely sheet of photo-eiched brass. The first pieee o
use is the large muffler sereen, It gets bent to con-
form to the exhaust pipe and this can be dicey. The
material is fairly forgiving, so you'll have a few
chances. Test fitting helps here. The part does have
a top and a boitom. The top has a curved seetion in
it (Lo compensate for the turrel race).

The front driver's mirrors are molded in the
folded position. You must eut them to show them in
their extended position. [ figured mine would get
constantly broken of f as I worked on the model, so
[left them as is.

The instructions indicale the use of the top
mount headlights (F27).
This is common on Bosnia
deployed Scimitars, bul
the smaller under mount-
ed lights were seen on ear-
lier Scimitars, too. I men-
tion this becanse they're in
the box!

The next etched piece
is for a wire reel rack on
the back of the vehicle's
rear stowage box. You add
the wirs, This is deseribed
as an optional item, but it
seems quite comimaon.

A busy little turnret

Boy is there a lon of
stuff to add to the turrel! There's eight periscopes,
two vision devices, four stowage boxes and a big
bunch of other bits. Cool.

No real problems here. This eerlainly was Lthe
most fun area of the model to work on. Watching it
become more and more
complex was 4 blast. AFY
Club provides us with
another treal here in the
form of a turned alu-
minum gun barrel.
Beautiful. Gorgeous. My
favorite part is that the

==

gun's sleeve is molded in styrene, and when the gun
is installed the barrel is still distinetly visible
through the top. Most vehicles in the ficld have a
canvas cover installed over this, but Ileft mine bare
to show off.

The final photo-ciched piece gefs deployed to
the back of the gunner’s hatch to form the haleh
rest. A highly leeny, as well as weeny, part gets
installed on Lop as the bumper.

Thad ene small fit problem on the (urret. A lift
ring on the right side (C16) doesn't get along with
the stowage box in that same vicinity. The ring
lost on my model, gelling trimmed in the bargain,

It’s nearly impossible Lo see when all the parts are
installed.

[ lefl the mud flaps off, but this was rarely done
on the real vehicle, It was commoan to see the front set
tnissing and they seemed to gel chewed up pretty fast,
too, Beware the reflectors, The instructions show

— - = -
- v

Above: left and right views of the finished turret. There's lols to stick on! Note how the turned barrel mounts into its sleeve. Just like a real Scimitar.
The small photo shows the etched hateh rest and its micro-sized bumper.
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This page: overall finished views of the vehicle.
The turret detail really turns oul well, { added
antennae from fine bross wire. The ends can be g
bit sharp. Works well on people who like to grab
your model withoul your perinission.. The
Scimitar is just exterior stowage gatore! The shot
at right shows off the rear marking and convoy
tights. AL far right is the highly detailed engine
deck, This thing would look great with a crew in
it I belicee that both Warriors and Accurale
Armor offer one.

their installation incorrectly. The line drawings in
the painting section show the correct positioning,

Painting and finishing the curved sword

I opled for a NATO vehicle. | was inspived by
color plates in the Osprey Yanguard on the Scorpion
which depict a dusty faded scheme of green wilh
darker bands. This scheme also offered two hig
yellow tactical triangles for the turret which I
thought set off the color scheme well.

[used Polly Scale paints which I mixed to match
theillustrations in the book. I used Polly Scale Dust
to fade to the scheme and the decals slightly.

The periscopes and vision devices were all
painted medium blue, then given a drop or Lwo of
Miero Scale Krystal Klear. This was also applied to
the various marker lights at the eorners of the hull.
These add interesting touches of color 1o the vehi-
cle as well.

The tracks were sprayed with several thorough
coats of flat black (they take a wash better this
way ) Like most modern AFV tracks the center
blocks are rubber, so 1 left them black but did dry-
brush the outside edges with gunmetal.

A wash and drybrush (there’s lots to drybrush)
finished it off.

The second vehicle in our lead in shot (built by
Steve Roth) was painted with the new Model Master

British Gull War Armer Light Stone. Steve reports
that he was quite satisfied with the paint and found
it Lo be more aceurate than others he's used.

There are a huge variety of schemes to
choose from for this vehicle. Along with those
mentioned in the instructions, I've spied an inter-
esting dark yellow and green scheme for
Scorpions and Scimitars used in by the Brits in
Gresce and Turkey; the UN overall white
schemes; and a super cool gray and white
scheme used by British NATO forees in Norway.
8o you've gob a lot to pick from.

(verall, this was a pretty good kit. 1t [ills a long
empty niche in the modern armor line-up. There
were only very minor [it problems. The worst of it
was the tracks, which was too bad considering all
aof the good pointsof the kit. Much of my frustration
was offset by the presence of the pholo-elched
sheet and the wondertul turned barrel.

[ can’t think of many other kits that can provide
this many options for finishing, Modern fans are
going Lo want more than one (we did). &)

—Pat Stansell

_MMiR RECCE |

Marco Polo Imports. Suggest retail $29.98.

References

Scorpion onnaissance Vehicle 1972-1

jrl a Elita (2) N.

AFV Club British CVR (T) FV107 Scimitar. Kit number AF35013. Kit graciously provided by

by Chris Foss & Simon Dunstan, Osprey New
Vanguard 13, 1995. Really the best all-around look at the subject. Good history, plenty of photos
and Peter Sarson’s great color plates. All for less than twelve bucks. You can't heat that.

rm Flank, by Yves Debay & James Hill, Cencord Publications,
1995. Great color photography of Scorpions and Scimitars deployed in the field,

The Guards, Britain's Househald Division, by Simon Dunston, Europa Militaria Mo, 20, Windrow &
Green, 1995. Reviewed elsewhere in this magazine. Good large color photos of the Household
Cavalry's Scimitars in the field. Only a few shols though.
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Hudson & Allen Studio-

Museum Quality Model & Model Making Accessories

Russian Grainery

Our new Russian Barn kit
will be a complete to-
scale undamaged building
with a full interior. It includes
separate door and window
castings and some of our
Hudson & Allen hay all

for $89.95.

The Grainery will be a
smaller building with an
interior stairwell. Price TBA.

Both buildings will be
available separately,

Coming this Fall!: The Russian Farm House
Complete house with full interior, door and window cistings, and ormane b,
Plifs many interior details such as pictures, rugs, icans-and othor ilems.

DECALS:

U.S. Equipment Markings and
U.S.M.C. Equipment Markings
1/35th scale: Prod. #8508, #8510

1/16th scale: Prod. #9609, #9610 Ry

There are lots of beantifal figure kits on the [ : . S g ::;:‘
market, but none provide the tdny “U.5" T (T
markings and other stenciled markings which L 85 use
appear on most LS, web gear. These go on the W oAt peue
canteen covers, entrenching tool covers, ammo ; o usMe
belts, and just about every other piece of U.S. a1 st USMED
web gear from the 18800 to the present and use T 11 33 gy

the 11.5.M.C. markings to make Marines! T e USK

uis st

Proccts 9610 and 9609 shown

jAeE) e
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: USK
Scale Tattoos s Ay

vie ey AN
1/351h scale: Prod, #9511 = 1/16th scale: Prod. #9611
Every soldier needs one of these! Reduced from real tattoo art, these are three color miniatures of
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Whadda Know?
l*malh a bl

id you hear that? Listen closely.

There. That was Lhe sound of one of

" the last pieces of the German

sarmor puzzle falling onto place,

y; This particular piece is the
German/Czech 35t tank.

I've 1ﬂ\\!im extremely curious why one of the
other major manufacturers hasn't jumped on this T
mean, it’s so damned obvious. It was used in all the
early campaigns; Poland, Franee and even Russia.
The design (like the “t" says) is Czech in origin.
Official German designation was Panzer-
kampfwagen 55(t). The | was for “tschechisch,”
German for Czech, The 35L was one of many
advanced designs to come out of the Skoda Works in
the Czeeh Republic in the thirtics. The 35t along
with the 38t, becamne part of the German arsenal
Jjustabout one or two minutes after the annexation
of the Czech state by the Germans, Lucky for them
all these cool tanks were lying around. Some have
said the Germans couldn't have started the war
without them.

Certain divisions were made up almost enlirely
of Gzech equipment. The fth Panzer Division was
the only army panzer division to be equipped with
the 350 Lype. The Gth fought all through the early
parf of the war with it and even managed to still
have a few in service by the winger of 1841/42

Aceording to Helmut Ritgen's aceount of the 6th,
the last of therm were lost to mechanical failure at
that time.

One other division was briefly equipped with
the . The Tledgling heavy tank company of the 88
division Totenkopf used them in both Poland and
France (ironically, Totenkopf surrendered in
Czechoslovakia in 1945),

And the Germans weren't the enly ones...
The Slovak Fast Corps was formed by the
Fascist puppet state that was developed
after the anncxation. They used the 35t
(sometimes known as its original designa-
tion: B-2) as well as the 38t, Both were of ten
seen decked out in their pre-war three-color
ramo schemes.

The unlucky Rumanians made use of the
R-2 until they were decimated at Stalingrad.
They later used a version modified by the
installation of the Russian 76mm gun. Sort of
a “Marder" version, if you will.

The 35t was fairly advanced for its day. It
employed a highly unigue suspension system
and a relatively substantial gun. Its biggest
drawback besides its somewhat thin armor,
was the way the armor plate was assembled.
The various plales were riveled, rather that
wielded—a not so nice trait leftover from

tanks of the first world war. What was nol so nice
was Lthe tendency of the individual rivets to be
sheared off by incoming rounds. Even if the round
didn't penetrate, the rivet would fly around the inside
of the tank, until something, or someone, stopped it.
This would definitely ruin your whole day.

The wnique frout and rear sprockels.
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Abare left: the suspension units,
Mot terribly difficult, but it
was hard [o keep everylhing
lined up. Above right: the rear
sprocket. The multi-picee
assembly provided in the kit
captures the look of the real
thing well. Left: the front end
showing the forward irailing
idler. Below left, right and
bottom left: the tierret and
the fronl end. I was quite
pleased with the final result,
What's next?

Czech this out

The long awailed styrene version of the 36t is
brought to you by CME, which is, coincidentally (or
is it?%, a Czech company. The MK kits are now
imported by our friends at Eduard. I like this. No
photo-etehed is included in the kit, but just as we
were going Lo press (and of course after the model
was done) an extensive brass set for the kit was
amnounced by Eduard,

If you decide to build this kit, you're in for a sur-
prise. It's not bad. [ get a funny feeling whenever |
crack open a kit from the former East block, but 1
was relieved to see and build this very decent kit

There are four sprues in the box and a compre-
hensive instruetion sheet. [ always like it when the
sprue layouts are shown.

Like many kits from the “Ostfront” the hull is
broken down into flat plates. I'd suggest getting this
all lined up and glued, then letting it sit al least
overnight. Alignment problems here would mean
trouble later on.

Some of the part attachment points are on the
heavy side. You will need to exercise extra care
when removing the smaller and more delicate
parts, This is especially true of the sprockets. The
teeth are really fragile.

The suspension is somewhal complex and (he
parts don't fit as tightly as other manufacturer’s
parts might. As a result you'll have Lo keep an eye on
everything as it dries. Watch out for the various
roadwheels, Two are for the forward idler, but
they're not very well marked. They are all very sim-
ilar, but if you use some of the bollom ones, they
don't fit as well.

Left: the back deck. I
added the tow cable.
The Totenkopf
insignia is unisual
in that it appears in
several places on the
tank. I guess they
wanled there to be
no mistaking who
they were...
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The {racks are of the strip and link type, These
can be easier todeal with than straight link-to-link.
Photes of the 35t all show deep loops and sags in the
rracks and this is harder to do with the strips than
with vinyl or ! to L By gently bending, I did manage
to work some downward slopes into the top runs.

Construction of the remainder of the kit is
remarkably unremarkable. T thought the center
bulkhead which supports the upper hull might
be too tall, T trimmed it, bul il didn't cavse
any problems.

A Tew of the smaller parts could benelil from
extra detail. The co-axial and hull Besa machine
guns for example. The real gun had a sheel metal
cooling jacket and the kit's are nol very finely ren-
dered. Ditto on the tools, which could use clasps and
tie downs. The hull ring sighi probably should be
replaced with wire, Loo,

There ave Lwo pole-like devices on each fender. |
have no idea whal these are, but my references
show them with a spring at their base and a wire
leading back in to the hull from each [ didn't
rebuild the part, but | did add the wire from fine
solder. 1 alse added wire and an MV lens to the
headlight in the center of the front hull,

This is really nit-picky, but the front and rear
tow hooks should have a distinet outside eur] in
them. The Italeri 38t ones are right, il you leel
inclined to fix them. _

Another detail you could add (but I didn't), is
the front sand flaps. Each front fender had a fabric
or rubber piece surrounding the front edge. This
could easily be formed from lead foil or paper. I
notice this mostly on earlier tanks,

Paint and stuff

Decals are provided in the kit for three diffor-
ent vehicles, including a scheme from the Slovak
Fast Corps. These vehicles were very colorful as
Ltanks go, with a distinct three-fone scheme remi-
niscent of laler German designs.

[ opted for the Totenkopl scheme because |
liked the big skull and crossbones insignia (scary!).
[ wanled to render an early war scheme of the dark
Panzer Gray Lo contrast the markings. 1 mixed my
own enlor to get it nice and dark.

that some early war vehicles had a distinel sheen to
them. When [ flal-coaled, I didn't 1el the whole vehi-
cle go dead flat This is especially evident on the
furret, A little different than the norm.

Go buy this kit. Modelers with a little experi-
ence should have no problems dealing with ils
small foibles. It's cheap toe, coming in at just under
sixteen dollars in the 11S. The afercmentioned
brass set is in the wings and how long could il be
before someone releases workable link-to-link
tracks? Cheap and good? Somebody pinch me! <&

The decals went on with no problems. I noticed

_MMiR RECCE |

CMK PzKpw 35(t) Skoda Lt V2 3B. Kit number T35006. Kit graciously provided by Eduard Model
Accessories. Suggested retall price $15.99,

—Ken Dugan

References

The Gth Panzer Division, by Helmul Ritgen, Osprey Vanguard Number 28. Osprey Publications,
1982. Herr Ritgen's lively account of his days with the division. Some nice (albeit small) photos
of the 351

WWH n Light Tanks, Groundpower Number 001, June 1994, Delta Publishing. Excellent
coverage of the Panzer |, Ill, 381 and the 351. Japanase text.

The Eastern Front, by Steven J. Zaloga and James Grandsen, Squadron/Signal Publications,
1883. One of the few books that mentions the use of the 35t by countries other than Germany.
Good color plates of both a Slovak and a Rumarian tank.

Panzerkampfwvagen Skoda 350, by Horst Scheibert, Schiffer Publishing, Ltd. In the “in action” for-
mat, A good bargain priced book.

85(1). 38(t) und sein Abarten, by Walter J. Spielberger, Motorbuch Verlag, 1883. Oh come on—you
know. The be all and end all of reference for wartime Czech tanks. Scale plans, photos, you know
the drill. Also covers the Skoda heavy tractors used by the SS. Expensive. Think in the $60 range.
Look for it at better stocked military booksellers. German text.

GAST OF HUNDREDS - STUPENDOUS -
AMAZING - COLOSSAL AND TOTALLY
GHOLESTEROL FREE!

Yt:u asked for it, you gorit. MAMIR: The Eavly Years is now gvailable.You wo can
join that select group that actually managed w purchase the carly issucs of
MMiR. Enjoy such favoriies as:

« How I idlt the ARV Cluly Lovng Tomt and learned fo love it

* The secret niysteries of the Maus

= How to bug a Hetzer

* Pershing cravings and how to deal with them

MMER:Tie Early Years contains over sixteen artickes from Volumes 1/1, 1/2,
1/3, and 2/1. Some of the original reference articles are also included, such as the
rhe M1 mine mke! Plus special reference feamares on the Stuemriger and the
Pershing! AND... most of what you missed in the elusive Yolume 2/1—including
the cover! 64 wacky pages, advertising free! What's with all the exclamation
points! We don't know!

MMIR: The Eqrly Years is ONLY available through your favorite
local hobby shop or by mail order fram RZM Imports, VLS Mail
Order and Squacdron Mail Order Heck, it's everywhere! Just
rermnember, this is the exclusive domain of our recail buddies,
it's ot available divectly from Ampersand, MMIR: The Early

Yegrs is also available through distributors in the UK and Hong
Kong, See page 63 for details.

Dealers: please ingeire at REM, VLY, MMB, Stevens and Greenfield distritwiors,
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e Tiger in winter camoullage 15 a
tnk of the a06th Heavy Tank
Battalion (Schwere Panzerabteilung
506) that was briefly attached 1o
Sehwere Panzoreegiment Bake, a it
that was involved in the Febrnary
1944 encirclement at Tscherkassy, Pinzerregiment
Bitke, consisting mostly of Panthers and Tigers, was
a powerful unit which fought several fierce battles
agamst Russian tanks and anti-tank guns as (hey

suceessfolly rescued some SO000 surrounded
Gearman troops. Tanks {eom the 506t can be reeog:
nized easily by thedr distinetive unit badge whickowas
o Tiger holding a shield emblazoned with & white
eross astride u large W This was almost always stens
ciled on the rear of the turrel skowage bin,

Strive for dioramas that
tell their story with a glance!

When you builil a diorama, what are the steps
that you go through? “Okay, 've got this really cool

tank all finished, and Pve got, the latest Civst-rale
figures Croom AYZ Co,, so let's see., I'nead a hase
Maybe I'll toss a conple of empty harrels or jerry
vans into the open spaces” I that's & typleal projeet
{ar you, then you no daubl have a lot of dioramas of
seenes thil are vague, lack impact, and are move or
less nothing more than highly decorated display
bises for a finished vehicle IC you're golng (o invest
the considerable amount of time tht a good diora
i requires, you're going to want Lo make it ook




like something ont of & good Buropean painting
rom the war 1Fit's a battle scens, it should convey
tension. I A0 shows soldiers relaxing, it shoukl
extide anatmosphere of warmthor camszaderie, n
short; it should tell its stery with a slance, being
perfectly olear to the observer exactly what kind
af a seeneit's trying (o portray.

I like (oocall projects like this “story-tetling dio
ranas” and Tstrive o mike all my work meed Uhis
stiandard, Creating o divrama that jumps oud and
tells its tate quickly and effectively takes w ot of
practice and skill. But when completad, works like
these will gof much more attention than the *deco
cited display bases” (iat so many people burm out
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Don't take the phrase “story-telling” to mean
anything too grandiose. A theme like “stunned sol-
dier learns of his flancee's death in the Allied
bombing of Hamburg and, wracked with grief,
draws his pistol and begins firing al an unseen
enemy swearing vengeance” would be just about
impossible to put Logether in 1/35 anyway. Instead
you should strive simply for a diorama that doesn't
require you to explain anything aboul the scene to
the viewer to appreciate it. In this dierama, the
theme is "bailing out. of a hit Tiger” and that's all,
Then its up to the modeler to figure out how to best
present that theme. O course, this by itsell doesn't
add up to the kind of advice that you can immedi-
ately put to use, so [l cover a few points thal T think
you may find useful.

First: ereating the story. In order to get a feel for
what you want to do, making a rough sketch of the
diorama veally helps. A few such sketches are
shown in the back sections of the books of Lhe
“Models in Aclion™ series. As you work on the
sketch, you'll think of things you want to add or
eliminate, and this process will help you create a
work that isn't as confusing or vague as if you had-
n't done any planning. These sketches don't need Lo
be works of art; just something that you can inter-
pret yoursell as you put your diorama together.
Taking this step in advance will help immensely
when you hegin the actual building. Should this
hatch be open or closed? Where should [ show dam-
age on the tank? I you've done your homework, you
won'l need to ask yourself questions like this while
you're building, and you can prevenl unnatural ele-
ments from creeping into the final diorama

The figures tell the story

Above all, the ligures in your diorama are what
will do the story-telling. Although it is possible to
create a good diorama with just vehicles, getting an
easy-Lo-understand story that way takes a great
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deal of skill and makes the whole modeling process
much more difficult. The ideal situation is to
seratch-build your own figures to fit the exact
needs of what you have in mind, but pre-made fig-
ures, with a little work, can usually be adapted to
do what you need them to do, One point that you
need to be careful of is avoiding the use of figures
in general poses that look like they could fit into
Just about any scene. Though they are easy to use,
such figures seldom have any value from a story-
telling point of view and add little if any impact to
your work. [ you can’t or don't want Lo make your
own figures, then fit the story to the figures you
have available, rather than trying to make the fig-
ures tell a story they can't. The end result will be
much more natural, Recently, firms have started
releasing figure sets that tell a story all on their
own (such as Tamiya's fine “German Infantry
Mortar Team"” set, no, 35193), Using one of these sets
asis for the centerpiece and then expanding the
diorama from there is a simple and enjoyable way
of producing a nice diorama.

Scratchbuilding and modifying figures is not an
easy fask, bubsomething that just about any model-
er can master with patience and practice. And if
vou hope to put together really eye-catching diora-
mas, it's absolutely necessary Give it a try!

Proper layout is crucial
to effective story-telling

To avoid having large open scenes, hard-to:
understand scenes or having figures that you've
spent hours completing ending up half-hidden, it's
essential to think through the layout of your diora-
ma before you complete it. One crucial point that
many modelers overlook is the size of the base.
Unless you're doing work thal's going to pho-
tographed for a book or used in a movie, you should
make the base only as large as absolutely neces-
sary—just barely enough to contain all the ele-

ments of your scene. This is especially true for battle
scenes, [T you've got wide open spaces in parts of the
diorama, you're going to loose a kot of the sense of ten-
sion that you're no doubt trying to convey. And many
people cannot resist trying to [ill dead spaces later
with some random olject that adds nothing, or more
likely detracts from the scene as a whole. That's why
it's crucial to plan the work in whole before you get
started and, of course, before you select or build the
base. Another point: den't forget 1o add some kind of
vertical dimension to the diorama. Even if you don't
go to all the work of constructing a building or trees,
making the road sloped or adding & small hill will
really liven things up. For example, in this diorama
added an eleciric pole, a very, very simple thing Lo
model. But by then dropping down the cut power
lines, [ was able o quickly and easily fill one of the
voids on the diorama’s base.

A word about vehicles

Super-detailing of vehicles is nol that important
in creating a good diorama Just spend time on the
portions that are actually going to add to the atmos:
phere you're trying to create. You have Lo be care-
ful, however, that you're even-handed in what you
do. For example, if you add a bunch of ModelKasten
wing nuts to the kit, yeu're going to want to touch
up some of the other areas as well or things will
appear unbalanced. On this diorama, I did use the
ModelKasten wing nuts, and played with a few
other areas as well, like the towing cable lying on
the top of the hull,

Story, Mgures, structure. If you get these three
points down, you'll no doubt end up with a very
nice “story-telling diorama." Even if you just keep
using that same Tiger [ kit, the possibilities are
endless! Enjoy! 3@

—Mashiro Doi
English translation
by Seott T. Hards
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1. The tracks on this kit are the Friulmodellismo metal

nks from ltaly. They are one-piece construction, but the
openings in the center guides are formed very nicely, and
thay are well-shaped overall. Assembly is a breeze, loo.
Just put the links in the included iig, and fold the tabs aver
with a screwdriver or simiiar lool. They move smoothly and
assembly only takes about an hour, They seem a bit too
fat, but they definitcly add impact to the kit. | bent the
towing cable that was included in the kit and draped it this
way to add realism. The only detail paris | used are
Tamiya's photo-etched grilles, Show Modelling's stopper
set A, and the ModelKasten wing nuts, pretty sparse com-
pared to some other Tigers |'ve done. For the winter mark-
ing schame, | first paint the whole vehicle white, then use
dark yellow on the edges and highlights. The suspension,
wheels and other dirty areas get a mixture of medium gray
and flat earth. Then | give the whele tank a wash of

rradiniem mray in brinn ha usrimie anoe tmnathar and than
TSR GraY 10 DNNG and VENGUS SONSS W0GEWNET, and indh

drybrush the highlights with flat white. A little work on
details with pastels completes the job.

2, The figures are built by using brass wire to connecl the
heads, torsos, hips and legs. This allows you to easily set their
poses. | then use coarse epoxy putty to flash them out, and do
their clothing with finer "modelers” epoxy putty for plastic.

3. The head of the soldier with the MP-40 is from a Hornet
spare head set. The yelling expression is done quite well. The
head of the crouching soldier comes from the Tamiya late-
model Panther kil. This figure, too, has a great face. | changed
his cap from the SS type to the army style. In the photo, his
gun is fixed temporarily in position with epoxy putty, but | paint-
ed the figure without the gun hand, adding that later. The paint-
ad gun was glued to the gun hand with the fingers removed,
Then | made the individuai fingers from epoxy putty to give him
a good, firm grip.

4. The head of the commander figure came from a Cromwel|
sel, His uniform is a denim work outfit with the skull marking on
the collar, and the collar closed. The buttons and rank insignia
were done with epoxy putty. | place a small dab of putty in
position, then "cookie cutter” it with brass pipe. His belt buckle
emblem and cap rosetia are done in basically the
same way. His Knight's Cross comes from a Show
Modelling detail set. The Luger is from an ltaleri
modern small arms sel.

5. The head of the wounded soldier is from a
Cromwell get, though | messed his hair up a bit.
The soldiers helping him out use Homet heads,
though | added their caps wilh epoxy putty. | paid
special attention 1o the angle of the wounded
man's head, and the direction the yeling soldier is
locking. Details like this are what create the inter-
action between the figures and bring out the story.

MMIR RECCE

Tamiya Tiger | Mid-Production Model Commander Otto Carius. Kit number 35202.
Kit graciously provided by the manufacturer. Suggested retail $63.00.

Friulmodellismo Tiger | Late Production Track Links. Kit number ATL-06. Kit graciously provid-
ad by Chesapeake Model Designs (for address see ad on page 12). Suggested retail $38.95.

References

Tigers in Combat [ by Wolfgang Schneider, J.J. Fedorowicz Publishing Inc. 1935, Everything you
want to know about the 506th. Great photos of the units tanks at the time of the incident
described in the dicrama. The dislinctive “logo" of the unit is also shown remarkably well in a
number of the photos.
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SK-24 Panzer 11l Mid-Production
Totally functional links for all
the mid-series Panzer Il
tanks such as the
H, K and J. $39.95

MODELKASTE

TRACK SETS AND ACGCGESSORIES

A-6 Panzer [/ Stug

Drive Sprocket

This amazingly detailed set
comes complee with dif feren
tial housings, choice of 4
sprocket rings, separate hubs
and complete instructions for
ingtallation on ALL avallable
Panzer Hl and StuG models now
on the market. $13.95

SK-23 Panzer Il middie
model, type B

Compiete set of workable
tracks including A-6. $39.95

SK-25 Panzar Il -.
A complete set of workable links for the Tamiya
Wespe or the DML/Alan Panzer Il $39.95
SK-25D Panzer ll/Wespe

The same workable track set including a white
metal drive sprocket.

CD-1105 “Urban Series”
The Bank 1/35th $18.95

For Catalog, Ordering and Dealer Information around the world, contact:

VLS Hobbies
811 Lone Star Drive, O'Fallon, MO 63366
Telephone: 314-281-5700

f
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/ PRODUCTS

CD-220 Tiled

R E

et o CD-219 Tiled Catalag and Printed llems anly .. .. ... ... §1.50
M"’"’s“; (green) Orders under $25.00 ............ e 5500

93 Orders from $25.00 to 575.00 .. .. ....._.§7.00

Orrders over $75.00 are shipped free ... L $SMNAC

Producing Quality: Diorama Structures

Resin Accessories « Conversions ® Miniatures
1479 Dublin Ave. » Winnipeg, Manitoha CANADA R3E-3G8
Telephone (204) 667-2295 » FAX (204) 663-7642

EA S E S M O NTWHILY

MAIL ORDER ALSO AVAILABLE
PGk 5 T A & E R: & T E 8§

A
E @I VISA and MasterCard cheerfully accepted

Over 100 Quality Products, including:
CD-221 WWII German poster Set#1 ..., §495

CD-222 WWII French PosterSet#1 .. ....cooov $4.95
(Both these are printed paper, full colar)
C0-326 1/35th Shingled Roof iresing ... ..., .. 3445

Marble (grey)
$5.9(55 i

Stevens International
POY Box 126, Magnolia, New fersey 08049
Telephone: 609-435-1555

ULL COLOR

CATALOG

The Signal Box
57 Scoft Street » Porth, Scotland PH2-B|N
Telephone/Fax: 01738 440990

AVAILABLE

24 pages, full color, mcluding diorama articles and color photos of our entire product fine. $7.95 U 5.
1996 Catalog Update, 10 pages with new products and the conclusion of Joe Porter’s “Mail-Call” Superdioramal $3.5
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uring the war in North Africa the six
_ pounder Churchill MK IV tanks were
- incapable of firing high explosive
- rounds, They hud to be accompanied

A by close support tanks and artillery
in order to engage soft targets, ’I‘b
alleviate thls problern, 4 solution was found where
the six pounder wauld be replaced by a THmm M3
gun mount and mantlet taken from derelict
Sherman tanks. This expedient was a local conver-
sion and work was done by the 2lst Tank Brigade
workshop in North Afriea. In all, 16 base workshops
carried out the conversions and over 200 vehicles
were converted including one ME3. The new tank

was known as the Churchill ME TV NA 75,

In the Churchill the gunner sat on Lhe left side
of the turret, while in the Sherman he sat on the
right. The solution to this problem was the provision
of linked controls which passed over the top of the
gun and the addition of a new gun sight, The turret
was cleared out and a larger opening cut for the

VST Vi 05

yue )l
Y AL AR

new gun. A eircular hole was also cut in the turret’s
roof for the positioning of the Sherman'’s periscope
gun sight and the roof ventilator. The turret was set
upright in a woaden jig with the gun opening
upwards. Then the pre-owned 76mm was rotated
180 degress so that the breech opened on the right,
and il was lowered in and welded up.

To avoid confusion with ammunition, the Besa
was removed and replaced with a Browning
machine gun so that both turret and hull machine

1179258

gun were the same. As the war continued some
vehicles reverted to the use of the Besa for better
fire power and because of the difficulty in closing
the opening left in the mounting

This ingenious method of up-gunning the 7omm
gave Lhe Churchill a much better capability in fir-
ing armor piercing explosive shells, It also removed
the darkened mantlet opening which was an aim-
ing point for German anti-tans gunners. [t was used
in battle in North Africa and Italy and soldiered on

Above and left: the hull under construction. The shot at left shows the basic configuration of the
Resicast Churchill prior o construciton. This is noi the variant constructed here, but all the kits are
configured the same.
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More progress photos, everything is either resin
or photoetched. Above is the rear fender
stotwage tray.

until the new British 75rm dual-purpose gun was
available for the Churchill in 1944, The new conver-
sion was thus an all round success and a brilliant
improvisation.

The Resicast Churchill

Resicast’s kit is packaged in a stout box with
bubble padding with the individual resin pieces in
little plastic bags. It is recommended for the cxpert
modeler and instructions are provided in English
and French,

The resin casting is superb, there are no warped
parts and [ew bubbles are evident. The instruction
sheets list the parts and give vou several views of a
completed model for reference with several close-ups
of the turret, Excellent book references are also cited.

The resin parts ave identified by letters or num-
bers and thesequence of the instructionsis easy (o fol-
low. Frels of photo elched brass are provided for the
moredelicate details on the kit hull and turret.

There are over 150 resin parts in the kit and they
are all exceptionally well cast, To ensure [idelity of
the cast pieces, large plugs and runners are incorpo-
rated in the molded parts. These plugs are cut off
using & scroll saw, making preparation quite fast and
casy. All resin parts are sanded on a flat sandpaper
surface using a lgure eight molion. Superglie was
used throughout.

The assernbly instructions were carefully followed
and the kit was buili-up in various subrassemblies.

On the main hull the driver's visor installed in the

closed position and the sponsons and rear transmis-
sion were attached. The idler support plates and brass
track reinforcemnents are also applied now. The run-
ning gear is assembled next, with idlers and road
wheels. Two armor plates were missing and these
were easily copied from a plastic sheet and glued on. 1
decided toshow the mud guards missing from the side
of the tank in order to display the superb detailing by
Resicast. The kit of fers enough extra track Lo do this
50 the option is left to the builder. The hull details are
assembled next and they required little sanding for an
accurate [it. Resicast provides many options in this
area 50 hatches and compartmenls may be lell open
or closed They also provide a Bedford engine and
mechanic as a separate offering which can be incor-
parated into any of Resicast’s Churchill kits.

The towing shackles and cable ends are excellent
and even have little securing ping cast on the ends. Cahle
supports and holders were added from brasssheef using
the references as a guide. Une extra track shoe was
drilled out and a pin added. It was then attached to the
hull. The other side shows an emply track holder. 1
replaced the rear oil can holders with better detailed
ones from my parts box. The extra side armor plates
provided are superb and show torch-cut ends,

Ore minorinaccuracy on the kit is the side sponson
bolts, There are two bolts on the bottom of the star-
baard side while the port side has two bolts on the (op.
This was easily fixed by moving one of the bolts and
inverting the added armor plate on part R3,
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The above photos show off the many fine details of the Resicast kit I'left the
sand shields off the port side of the vehicle in order to reveal more of this detail.
At left is the turrel. There are a plethora of photo-elehed details supplied,

fender stowage trays.

among them the antennae guards, the track guides (above right) and the rear
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The Lurret 15 assembled next and this also gives
“prions for open or closed hatches and room for a tank
oo too. The turret has well defined weld beads mold-
= around casdng joints. Antennae were made from
~ano wire for the A and B radio supports and glued on.
" decals or tools are provided but these can be easily
=ubstituted with parts from your spares box. A tarpaw-
“nisprovided to hide the tool storage area. | decided Lo
i mine as Churchills were notartons for starting
Tres whenever flammable itemns were stored near the
=xhaust system

Painting and “Finishing”

The vehicle was painted with Humbrol paints. A
wab of Dulleote with some black added was then
sprayed over the entire vehicle as wash. It was then
drvbrushed with the original color plus a little yellow
schre, The tracks were painted dark brown and

Tivasss

v

washed with black artist’s oils. Highlights were
leked out in silver since the tracks lended to be
wzry shiny due to the high manganese content,
[ecals were obtained from my scrap box and depiet
the 2lst Armyv Tank Brigade (Diablo) with unit
markings for the 48th Royal Tank Regiment in Ttaly,
Resicast has provided a superb kit with well
detailed parts, many options for tracks and hatches
and great, forethought was shown in casting with all
zeams being hiddan, The excellent refercnces cited
were used Tor checking line details. This kil is well
designed and is the most aceurate Churchillon the mar-
52t It was a pleasure to build and I look forward Lo
huildingsome of the “Tunnies” and other vehicles from
Resicasts range ol vehicle kits and uomersiunsn-@:

—Carios D'Arey

Resicast Churchill NA 75. Kit graciously provided by the manufacturer, Suggested retail will vary
on the source, Red Lancers is one of the few U.S. reps, but you may also write directly to
Resicast at Vieiux Chemin de Binche, 7000 Mons, Belgium.
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P swore after my experience with a horrible
. 1715 seale 88 (the manufacturer of which
. shall remain nameless, bul it's abbreviated
* Frontling Miniatures) that I'd never build
" another big seale kit. However, our esteemed
’ editor was just dying for me to do this ene.
Examination of the kit revealed nice casting and
[it, s0 | went for it

This half-track has been aptly called the “war
herse of the Panzergrenadicrs” Constructed in a
bewildering variety of types (either 23 or 24
depending on which source you believe), this kit
builds the base model, the Infantry carrier. This is
the "D model, the Iater version simplified for mass
production. Tamiya builds the “C” and “)” types but
this is the only Mg one.

The first thing the resin kit devoiee will notice
about this modelis that there ave nohuge chunks of
excess resin, (I filled a vacuum cleaner bag with
ground off resin building the “other kit™)

This makes for much belter utilization of your
modeling time, You won't have tospend a weekend
in a dust mask, slaving over a hot belt sander or
whatever way you remove plugs. The downside of
the kit is that it is very rudimentary. For example,
the front suspension has five parts ineluding the
wheels, The same part in the Tamiya kit has
twelve parts, and the front wheels can be posed at
different angles, while the big guys are fixed
straight ahead.

Some things, like the bottorns of the stowage

bins, just aren't there; | had to build them out of
sheet styrene,

The plans are equally basic, consisting of a cou-
ple pages of line drawings. The front suspension
drawings are flat wrong, showing the axle/front
spring upside down. My advice Is to get out a sef of
Tamiya plans; they make a valuable reference, as
the Shirley kit is very close in parts breakdown to
the littler one. You'll also need it for painting
instruetions.

Construction
Got a drill press? You're gonna nead one. The

front wheels and the torsion bar meunts all nead o
be drilled out, and they can't be wonky if you want
the thing to sil onits suspension correctly. Tve been
needing one forever, so this gave me the excuse to
buy one. Bench top models can be purchased for
around $150, and they're perfectly adequate for a
modeler's use. Dremel also makes one in a smaller
size to fit the standard Mototool.

After the drilling, it's time for paini. All the
paris need a good wash in scapy water before you
start, otherwise you'll be putting on multiple coats.
The drive sprockets (excellent casting on these two
pari assemblies), road wheels and [ront wheels

The massive hull,
with a Tamiya
1/35 Ausf D hull
in the fore-
growunid.

Number Nime O 41
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The inner rim on the ‘close’ road wheel conflicted
with the guide horn on the track. At first I thought
of just removing the slof as shown, but then I just
took off the whole rin. The modification is com-
pletely invisible with the track installed.

The drive

sprockel is o
very nice bino
plece casting.

Front suspension is painfully radimentary as
compared to the 1/35 Tamiya.

= g AL 7 o
The plate holding the lorsion bars was a bit short,

No shift lever or transfer case lever is provided; I
made them out of big paper clip wire.

Metal track shoe on the left, with the resin one
Sfor the drive sprocket on the right.
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need Lo be given your choice of the base coat. [ used
Pactra Africa yellow. Drybrush the wheels, and
paint the lires black. This will take a while, ‘cause
the stuff is big, Next [ assembled the {ront suspen-
sion. Like I said above, not much to it. [ did a test fit
of the upper hul! and then put on the front fenders
and the suspension units, These are flat pieces of
resin with the torsion bar arms for the tracked part.
They had gaps al each end of their mounting slots,
in other words the parts are abit short. I filled them
with Plastruct angle.

I assembled the “wide” set of road wheels. A
quick Lest fit of the “close” road wheels showed the
monnting pins to be too long. After shortening them,
Idid another test fit with the drive sprockets, Guess
what? The pins were nof too long. Sometimes | amaze
mysell, I'm such a dumb ass,

I called the manufacturer, groveled, and they
sent me some new ones, While [ was messing with
the “close” road wheels (1 hadn't assembled them
yet), [ tried one of the track links and diseovered
that the inner rim confliets with the guide horn. 1
had to choose between grinding down the guide
horns on 90 track shoes or removing the rims on 16
whoels. T took the rims of . After all, they’re on the
inside and invisible after the tracks are on,

While waiting on the suspension parts, I began
on the interior. There are some strange omissions
here; a hand brake lever is provided, but no
gearshifl or transfer case lever. | made these out of
hig paper chip wire (we've been advised at work to
recyele these things, so I'm doing my part) with
plastic knobs sanded to shape after attachment,
Appropriate holes have Lo be drilled, of course.

Meanwhile, [ did something else stupid. There
are resin shoes provided [or the drive sprockets;
they have no guide horns, Instead of paying atten-
tien to the instructions (which say to eut driver
teeth of f that confliet with the resin parts), I tried
to make the teeth [it the shoes My problem was
that [ didn't recognize the little bar between the
ears of the shoe. There ars replacement drive
sprockel teeth, so you can cut the teeth off without
worrying about the sprocket being toothless, T
removed all the bars on the shoes, It was obvious
right away that the shoes had become ineredibly
fragile, but did thal give me a elue? Noro-o-o-0! Nok
me! | sanded the shoes; they broke. | sanded the
teeth; they still didn't fit, I said many, many bad
words, Then [ realized what I'd cut away from the
shoes. More bad words, lots of 'em. Another call to
the manufacturer, more groveling. They hadn't sent
the other parts yet, so they saved freight costs by
sending one package with another set of resin
shoes. They were quite nice about it, although I can
imagine what they said afler they hung up (“Hey, il
was that Joe Moron, again. You won't believe what
he serewed up (his time®). What made this more
aggravating was that each link had to be painstak-
ingly painted, so aboul an hours work went down
the drain. Aargh.

Onee the drive sprockets with their shoes arein
place, the road wheels can go on. The torsion bar
mounts are fragile alter drilling to the right size, so
each mounting pin must be sanded to fit. Bach
wheel set can be placed (it takes a little juggling
skill to get 'em all on), and then gently pressed into
position, lining up with the drive sprocket. There is
a major glitch here; the last road wheel set, which
acts as the idler, does not fit. An examination of the
mounls showed why. All the mounts are spaced al
24mm except for the last one, which was at 20mm.,
Since the tolerances here are very close, it was a no-
go. Figuring thai what doesn’t show won'i. xill me (T

don't do competitions), I sanded away enough of the
trailing wheels to fit the axle of the wheel just
before. This, like the road wheel rims, is invisible
with the tracks on. The only give away is the prox-
imity of the hub {o the wheel in front compared
with Lhe preceding ones.

Tset to work painting the metal track links. [ did
this by brush, as spraying all the nooks and eran-
nies didn't look any faster (it probably was), Alter
a coal of red brown, I went back and painted each
rubber track block tire black. I drybrushed the rust
part with gunmetal. The undersides of the shoes
where the road whesls contact I left natural metal,
Needless to say this Look a while, off and on a whole
day. After I put the lracks on, [ didn’t like the way
the natural metal looked, so [ painted what I could
see, [ left the guide horns metal. '

Using a track jig, | assembled lengths of track.
The ears on most are Light enough Lo allow a 'semi-
workable' track with no glue. Gently pinch the
loose ones together to make them work. Because
the road wheels are so closa the tracks can be
assembnnled the easy way, in short sections. This is
helped by the fact that the ‘elose’ road wheels and
the guide horns are a press fil.

Very little glue is needed at all. The last section
can be adjusted for length Lo fit the gap. Make sure
this comes out on the bottomn. With all the individual
link jobs I've done, T still ended up with one side mal-
ing up on top in the most obvious place. This almost
caused me Lo have a heart attack, ‘cause it seemed
fike [ wasn't going to be able to bridge the gap.
Something about this kit just made me stupid, I guess.

Now all the inlerior bits can go in. Wait to put
the back rests and the radio operator’s seat until
the hull top goes on. The seats have wooden slats; all
the photos and drawings | have show these to be
upholstered pads. OF course everything has 1o be
painted first, To create some contrast inside, I
painted the frames of the driver/radiomans sears
in Panzer gray, along with the radio. Paint all the
dials and switches on the radio and the dash, check-
ing your references for details. There's a pretly
good color drawing of a dashboard in Culver's
Osprey book.

Now for the hull top, Put the muffler on first; 1
didn't, and [ had to cut it in half to mount it. You also
need to add the header. The Lop isn't the best fil I've
ever seen, but it isn't the worst either, You'll need
some filler in spols but not an excessive amount. My
distike of putty is another reason why [ don't build
airplanes. There was a problem with the “left and
right body panels,” as the forward undersides of the
body are called. I got these properly seated on the
ribs that locate them, but they still protruded from
the underside. [ ground of f the corner and leathered
the part toward the lower hull side. These parls
should actually be casl thinner w elirinale this,

I'd already added some pieces of Plastruct angle
to locale the botloms of the stowage lockers. I cut
these from 030 Plastruct sheet. A little cutling and
fitting, and they were in. Then I put the radio in. See
why the operator’s seat can't go in ‘til new? Finally,
Ifhipped the big devil upright.

Make sure that everything is done on the bot-
tom, because when you begin putting on the upper
hull parts, you aren’t zoing to be able to turn it
upside down without breaking something,

T added the forward gun mount, the semicireu-
lar splash shield on top of the drivers/radio opera-
Lors position. The big knob al the back can be sand-
ed flat, as trying to drill the gun shield to accept it
is asking for trouble. [ then positioned the shield
and glued it in place, cleaned up the rear machine
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Right rear three quarter cicw of the firishod model

Rear maclkine gun and mound; the white melal gun was prefty
W or amma belts were provideds

-I:'w:.. i

Above: the light wiring detail was taken from the Tamiga box art, Ball ended pins replaced the kil
parts, which were impossible. Right: The only giveaway Lo Lhe bulchered last road wheel set is the spac-
ing of the hub to the preceding set; notice the last (cut) one versus the spacing of the set just in front.

gun mount, drilled its hole [120), and glued. Only
one white metal leMG42 is provided, but on one of
my calls to the company [ brought Lhis up and they
sent me [our () more, I really think two should be
provided (and maybe they are). They are expertly
crafted but should have either ammo bells or mag-
azines, Loo.

The grab rails along the top inside came next, [
drilled the supporis out (055) and threaded them
onto the plastic rod provided. (The pieces are the
right length,)} I glued the supports in place one at a
time; the rod is springy enough to allow this,

Funny thing about these: all the pictures of
these vehicles I've looked at (must be thousands)
and I'd never noticed them before. When I went
back to look just for them, there they were.

The rear doors can go on anytime now. Mine
were a bit short, so pot a piece of Plastruct angle (I
love the stuff, at least on this kit) across the hottom
of the opening One of the operating rods on the
inside was missing, so I made one from wire.

Now Lo Lhe outside. The fender markers are two
little resin balls and two bits of plastic rod. I have
an aversion to drilling holes in my fingertips, and
trying to drill these balls looked Lo me like an excel-
lent chance Lo do just that. They looked familiar,
though, and x1 placed them. They're the same size as
the balls on the end of pins. Get the picture?

T drilled the white metal mounts for pins (030),
cut the pins to length, put a bit of bend in the end
and I was home free.

The mirror goes on the left pin/fender marker. I
didn't think it would look right just glued on the pin,
s0 I made a bracket [rom a leftover piece of brass,
The front tow hooks came next; they belong at the
angle where the front plate breaks to the bottom.

[ then drilled the mount for the Bosch headlight.
Theres an excellent shot of what it should look like
on the box art for the Tamiya D, While doing the
lights, I went back and pul on the taillight, hitch and

handle. I drilied the hitch and pul.in a piece of wire
bent into an “L" to finish it off.

Hey, we're ready [or paint! After masking off
the suspension and interior, I gave it a couple of
coats of Pactra Alrica Yellow, This was lollowed by
bands of Pactra Marine Green and Rust (yeah,
yeah, these are real bright, I'm not done yet). I went,
back and applied ambush scheme dots; yellow dots
on the green, yellow and green dots on the red, and
green dots on the yellow. Then the whole thing got
a very light coat of yellow, which tones down the
red and green, Lastly, 1 drybrushed with light tan.

No markings are provided, so | sprang for a set
of Verlinden's set 867, which is called “GGerman
Tank Markings, WWIL" For your eight bucks, you
get six balkankreuz and some numbers that are so
huge [ can't imagine what they possibly {it. No divi-
sion signs, ne tae markings, no steneils. Well, I need-
ed the crosses and I don't know that anyone else
makes them in this scale.

Mo stowage 18 provided in the Kit, Once again,
Verlinden to the rescue, and in this case their 0840
provides six gorgeous jerry cans (but pricey at $18)

Above: the dashboard installed and painted.
Theres a good color drawing in the Osprey book.

with "1941" and “Wehrmacht” right on ‘em. For
those of you who really want to load this monster
up, Verlinden has a huge amount of German equip-
ment. All the open space in this thing just wants to
be crammed with alter market gear. It's strictly up
to you and your wallet,

Conclusion

This is not a particularly difficult model to
build, but the sheer size of it and my lapses intoidio-
ey made il a lengthy process. The linished model
scales out, according to my sketchy math, very
close, My main gripes: it's too rudimentary, and the
front wheels don’t touch the ground by the distance
of the track blocks.

1 did build the model pretty bare, bul the seale prac-
tically begs for super details. You could spend many,
many hours {weeks, months, years, decades) detailing
this beasl. StulT you wouldn't even alternpt in 1/35(h
would be easy in this scale, It also struck me that some
fanaticout there may want to convert Lthis Lo the Thu”
searchlight vehicle. Super detailed or_not, it is an
extremely impressive looking model!

—Joe Movgan

price: $385.00
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esign and development of the British

Warrior MCV-80 (Mechanized Combat
 Vehicle) began in the 19705, The GKN,

and Vickers companies were invited
“to submit bids for the program and
™ GHN. was awarded the contract.

The Warrior was the replacement for the aging
V432, which is shmilar to the American M-113, At
the same time the Americans were also embarking
on the program that would create the M-2 Bradley
infantry fighting vehicle as the replacement for the
M-113 APC.

The Warrior and the Bradley differ in several
ways. The Warrior does not provide a means for
troops to fire from within the relative protection of
the vehicle as the Bradley does More importantly,
the Warrior was not designed to have an anti-tank
weapon as an integrated part of the vehicle as the
Bradley does with its twin TOW missiles. The
Warrior lacks the gun stability system that allows a.
Bradley to fire on the move and its main gun eleva-
tion and rotation are manually operated.

The Warrior’s main armament is (he 30mm
Rarden cannon mounted in a fully traversing tur-
ret (this is the same gun mounted in the Scimitar).
This gun is larger than the Bradley's 25mm
Bushmaster cannon.

Privr to the Warrior's first combat debut in oper-
ation "Granby,” or Desert Storm Lo (hose of us on the
other side of the pond, the Warrior was up-armored
with add-on kits designed by Vickers. These armored
Kkits are believed to included the same type of com-
posite Chobham armor used by the Challenger.

Deployment of the Warrior began in 1988 with
the first battalion Grenadier Guards stationed in
Munster, Germany. The Warrior is ulso the basis for
a variety of specialized variants including a com-
mand and control vehicle and an anti-tank vehicle.

1 am the Warrior

The kit is made of injection molded tan plastic
and includes a sheet of mesh for the turret basket
and thin rope for the tow cables. The kit comes in
four large sprues each separately wrapped with
tracks that are of the one-piece vinyl type. The
decal sheet includes markings for three differenl
vehicles: a British Army of the Rhine (BAOR) vehi-
cle from West Germany circa 1990, a Desert Storm
vehicle, and a peacekeeping vehicle from the
British contingence in Bosnia-Herzesgovina with
[LN, markings. These markings seem Lo have been
taken from the color plates in the new Osprey Book
(New Vanguard #10) on the Warrior.

Inferior detail on this kit is limited to the inside
of the hatches, which is disappointing considering
the excellent interior in the Academy M-113A2 This
tdoes leave an opportunity for the alter market peo-
ple to pick up some slack. There are some inaceura-
cies in the kit that [ will get into as they arise,

The first step, as with all armor kits, is the con-
struction of wheels, sprocket and idlers. These
clean up easily and feature ye olde poly cap. The
suspension arms (A-27 and A-28) are awlully ane-
mic and fit loosely in their mountings. My advice is
to position them as high as you can to the hull. I vou
put them at their lowest rotation there will be trou-

ble when mounting the tracks, They are as tight
and unforgiving as any vinyl track I have used.
Think slack man.

When mounting the drive housings and idler
mounts, use superglue. Otherwise Lhe Laut tracks
will rip them right off your model. If you are a mod-
eler that likes to take the wheels off for painting,
I'd suggest strongly against it.

If building the UN. or Desert Storm version do
not use part B-15, which is a front step. There is no
photographic evidence of this and most Desert vehi-
cles had a simple steel bar welded between the
drive housing and the front stowage bin.

The fire extinguishers (part A-51) for the rear
door are the hand-held variety and improper for
this vehicle, No decals are provided for them, but
vou can steal the right kind from one of Tamiya's
British of ferings or from Accurate Armor. The rear
door does have some interior detail, so it can be
posed open. [ added wire to the communications
wire spool from thin Hudson & Allen solder.

The instructions suggest joining the tracks with
the famous hot screw driver lechnigue. I decided to
use superglue and set them aside for painting,

The engine deck is a separate piece with lots ol
tiny details. It was tedious work, specifically the
grab handles (parts A-47), but it's impressive when
complete. The driver's hatch has some interior
detail and can be opened and closed. T drilled out
the headlights and installed DLV, lenses (#185).
Power cables were added Lo the lights, bul this is
mostly hidden when the brush guards are installed.
1 was a bit disappointed that the enormous hatch
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located on the left side of the vehicle (for the NBC
system) is molded to the hull. It would be a pain to
remove it if you wanted to show an interior.

The rear stowage boxes are built in step 7 and
are no trouble, The mud flaps were set aside to be
added at the end of the projeel. Parts A-23-26, the
“pinheads” as I call them, (after the pointy faced
villain in the Hellraiser movies) are momis for
camouflage netting In real life they are hollow, but
'l be darned if T eould find & drill that tiny.

In step 8 you mount the side skirts, if deing the
Desert Storm or Bosnian vehicles, do not use parts C-
25-29, You cannot. add the skirts until the tracks areon,

The brush guards for the headlighis are a bit
beefy and part C-10 does not fit correctly with the
hinges. On the 1/1 scale Warrior, they are hinged Lo
the top of the hull so erewmen can replace burnt
out/shot out headlights easily. The hatches on the
top of the rear hull open, again making me ping
away for an interior,

Smart modeling vets will know not Lo add those
rear view mirrors uncil last since they can break
off easily (like mine did, several times).

486 T MMiR - Summer 1896

Above: the top and bottom of the hull, Although no inlerior in provided the large openings of fer plenty
of epportunilies for seratch-builders or aftermarket companies. Al least there’s no molorizalion holes!

Left: the suspension components.

The rest of the hull detail went together quick-
ly. The stowage basket on the right vear side is real
ncal, but will be hidden 1f using the huge side skirts
on an up-armored vehicle.

Trouble in the turret

The turret is constructed in steps 11-14 and here
is where my troubles began, [ started by adding the
gun pivot and the turret halves. This leaves a seam
in the front and didn’t look right. After looking at
my limited Warrior references | discovered that the
frontof the turret is actually a single armored cast-
ing attached to the slab-sided twrret weldment.
Furthermore, part B-3 is part of the casting, form-
ing a frental bullet splash guard probably intended
to protect the turret race. In addition, the jeint
where this gap appeared is squared off on the
model and is actually rounded on the 1/1 scale vehi-
cle, The whole thing is also textured from the cast:
ing process. Yikes! Selutions were required,

I applied A/B putty to the gap and a fillet joint
was sculpted between the turret and piece B-3, A/B
is an epoxy putty that can be smoothed with a wet
brush. The square gap was curved to give it that
rounded, cast appearance. To texture the area, |
brushed on liquid cement on the casting and gun
shicld then stippled the surface with a wire brush.
You don’t want to go too heavy on this, the Warrior
isn't a T-34 and the casting effect should be subtle.

There are a few knock-out inarks to deal with in
this area. The periscopes that go around the top of
the: turret have one each, right in the middle of the
glass portion of the vision blocks. Cuch! The normai
method of sanding these out was inef-
fective, sol ended up filling each depres-

Left: the front end, With all the
stowage and other add-ons if all ends
up looking very busy. A bove: there'’s an
MV lens in there somewhere! Right:
overall vietw from above. Note the long
tarp in the right hand side armor bag

sion with super glue until they leveled off, The hatch-
es on the ool can be lelt open or closed, bul the inte-
rior sides also have some minor knock-out marks,
The smoke discharger units assemble easily, but
you should add the prominent conduits on the tur-
ret sides (the box art makes a smashing reference).
I added these using .040" square plastic stock cut
Smm in length, When these were positioned, | added
more Hudson & Allen detail solder. This solder is
much better to use than brass or copper wire, it is
softer and more easily manipulated. Good stulT,

“A tisket, a tasket, oh that turret basket”

[ assembled the rear basket and mesh and was
reveling in my high self esteam at a job well done.
After super gluing the basket in 1o the notches on
the turret sEd%rng-Sfi), I noticed that the basket
rides about 3mm higher that the top of the turret
and interferes with the line of sight for the
periscopes, This is the correct placement as far as
the kit is conesrned, but is no good for the 1/1 scale
Warrior. On the real thing the hasket is even Lo the
rear of the turret.

I carefully removed the whole basket and
carved it out $0 1 could mount the basket at the
proper height, which I did... bad move, If you do this
the basket hits the tops of the periscopes coming
out of the hull troop compartment and the top of
the rear ventilator.. serious bummer,

The trouble is that the basket is incorrect in
both size and shape. The support arins are too thick
and should gently slope straight back rather than
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Belon: the back end, The markings stand in sharp
contrast fo the white paint. AL right: the turret
with it’s troublesome basketl. All of the stowage
items are the AA Brit stuff. Like mos! soldiers,
wchen they travel, they don't travel light!

jutting out at a 45 degree angle where the basket
meets the turret. Also piece A-26, the pinheads, are
actually located on the baskel rather than at the end,

Since [did such [ine job fixing it the first time, this
baskel was nol going o be undone without employ-
ing a heavy blunt object. | opted to sand the hull
periscopes lower, even then I eould not put the turrel
on straight and had to mount il at an angle where
that basket won't hit anything. You can't win ‘em alll

The puzzling aspect of this whole hasket fiasco is
that both the box arl and the included line drawings
show the proper basket size and the right position for
the pinheads, | assume some afer market company
will ride in on a white horse to provide us anew basket,
but until then, the line drawings in the instruction
book look like our only helpto scrateh-build anew one.

Add That Armor

Steps 15 and 16 deal with the adding of the huge
chunks of Chobham armor that are mounted on
modern Warriors. It is great looking stuff with big
bolt heads to drybrush. Unforiunately, there are
also problems here. The armor for the hull front is
somewhat oversized and simplified. The real oneis a
two-piece job consisiing of the armor and an
atlached sheet metal bin. A piece of angle iron is
bolted to the right front of the armor and this serves
as a reinforcement for a towing pintle. While the
box art does not show this detail, there are many
pictures of it in other references. The mounting
points for the skirts are also very simply designed.

Painting the Warrior

I knew from the start that I wanted te do a
British Warrior as seen so often on CNN in “shoot
me” white, with Tnited Nations markings. I sprayed
the model with White spray primer from the
Armory. It looked so good that I decided that this
would be just as good a base coal as my original
choice of Tamiya gloss while. The vehicle was
washed seleclively with Windsor-Newton oils,
(Yellow Ochre with some Raw Umber), [ say selec:
tively because these are tough vehicles to paint.

The Warrior and other United Nations vehicles
on peace keeping duty around the globe are paint-
ed white, real white, not white wash for winter, but
honest o goodness pure-as-the-driven-snow
WHITE. I have some pictures of Warriors in a rail
yard preparing for duty and they are spotless white,
Even field vehicles show no paint chipping, they are

Just white, white, white. The modeler isin a bind here,
how does one drybrush a bright white vehicle?

The answer was to make it selectively dingy
around the details where mud and dust would enl-
lect. I washed heavily in the suspension and along
the skirts and then some of the turret details. [ dry-
brushed these areas with some light earth tones
and picked oul the periscopes and other details at
the same lime. [ use mainly Humbrol enamels.

[ don't want to sound too ¢ritical here folks, bul
the decals set me into seizures. They don't come of f
the paper easily and are so delicate that they tear. 1
wanted o trim the big UN, markings as close to the
bone as possible and they just fell apart on me.
Without trimming, youare going to need vats of sel-
ting solution to get these baid deggies down. They
fought me tooth and nail. 1 believe that the large
UN. decals are part of the Tamiya modern decal
sheel. There is also a [UN. brass stencil in the
Stencilit range.

I stowed out the Warrior with a wide variety of
gear, as Lthey doin (ield operations, Photographs of
British Warriors in Desert Storm show the vehicles
just loaded with gear, Bosnian ones are a bil more
spartan, The stowage came from the good folks at
Accurate Armour, They make a wide variety of
add-on goodies for their modern British vehicle
range. The stowage is a nice way o break up the
monotony of the white vehicle. (ne note about
stowage. The British do not simply use the same
stulf as the American military. Everything has its
own distinet British style. Don't just throw anything
you have sitting in your parts box on and assume it
belongs there, Check your references.

Conclusion
This kit fills an important gap for modern

armor modelers, It will go well with either of
Tamiya's modern British Challengers or their
Chieftain MBT. AFV Club's Sciinitar would he a per-
fect addition to this vehicle, since both served
together in Bosnia and Desert Storm. Figures Lo fill
up your Warrior are available from Verlinden and
Warriors, as well as Accurate Armor. As for the
troops that ride in this baby, DML's Desert Rats are
perfect. Since the Warrior has other vehicles based
o it, it will be interesting what the after market
guys come out with, Lo,

It is wery important for the modeler to know
clearly what he wishes to do wilh this kit before
starting, If you are not particularly picky (astale of
mind | abandoned years ago), the model wil! give
you & fair representation of the Warrior straight
out of the box. If you are a purist you will have to
give this baby some lovin’ The easy way out would
be to do a BAOR wehicle and forgo the add-on
armor, but that turref basket will still need fixing.
Il is very easy Lo get hypercritical of any model
these days since the kits we are getting are so aceu-
rate and well done that any error sticks out like a
sore thumb. You really can't be unhappy with the
price and most importantly it is a 1/35 seale
British Warrior!

Up until now, the only way lo get this baby in
vour hands was by purchasing the resin kit from
Accurate Armor. While the Aceurate Armor kit is
excellent, the resin world scares of f many model-
ers and it is just plain nice to have a plastic alter-
native available. So I heartily welcome the
Academy/Minicraflt Warrior to the family, warts

and all. <}

—Niek Vanston

MMIR RECCE

Academy/Minicraft Warrior MCV. Kit number 1365, Suggested retail price $32.00
Accurate Armour accessories: A06, Modem British jerry cans; A15, NATO 7.62 Ammunition boxes;
and A26- 30mm Rarden Ammunition boxes and cans. ltems gracicusly provided by the manufacturer,

References:
Osprey Military New Vanguard #10 Warrior MCV 1987-1994 by Christopher Foss and Peter

Sarson. One of the better in the series. Great color plates and the whole story of the Warrior.
Not easy to find, but many news periodicals (TIME, Newsweek, ete.) have had shots of Wamiors in
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%& Friendly Service, Competitive Prices I‘C‘@.

1/35 SCALE

Blue Tank = Commanders = DML = Tamiya = Verlinden = Warriors
MB Models m Eduard m On-The-Mark = Pre-Size m Italeri

Techstar m Historex m Custom Dioramics
1/87,1/72, 1/76 SCALE
Airfix m ESCI m Matchbox = Revell » Hasegawa m Imex s ROCO
Leva Productions m Rhino m Arii = Italeri m Ertl m Fujimi
U.S. Casts m Vac-u-Cast resin kits, buildings, bunkers & accessories

Catalog $4.00

= o PHONE AND FAX
T

=  717-765-0201

13190 Scoft Road, Waynesboro, PA 17268

The Yanks are Coming!

Introducing Yanks 1/35th Scale Miniatures

| BB01 - U1, Tankers Refueling ‘8395 (2) . ............ 81795 i

BBOZ - 115, FOCON 8813945 03) ..evvvvenrens, .. 32085 3 L

BB0 - 6., Walking In overcost w/BAR 9445 ... .......3 BEG ==

9805 - 6L Walking in overcost whadlg & Carling 'M-45 .3 8.95 a4

BEO08 - 1S, B.L Walking In overcant wik-1 Rifle '33-95 .. 5 885 o
| 9610 - 0.5 0880 BL 8806 ..o vvvensisnris,  § BEB -

BB18 - U.8. Heads wietied Helmets (B) ... ........... 58.99 = P
| BE1S - LS. Tamker BESUS (B) .. ...o.coieeueenn w008

BB2D - 118, Aeads wiPtzin Helmets (8) ................ 5855 5
'I B621 - RusslanDefisnce A8 .. ..., ....oovevnrnn... SBES

BB2Z- U5 Jeep BOWEr .. oo verniiannnnaneinnn BBNE

In Nezin Alked . Allow 2-3 weeks or
S o e e
E:.‘t.ﬁw“m"‘m Mlnmﬁ.mwnnlmmulm. MAHDEH “I SdKiz. 139

1/35th Scale. Conversion for Testors/italeri 38(t) Kit.
Includes: partial interior, complete gun and shields,
ammo storage, hasket, and detail parts.

M1 COMBAT CAR
1/35th Scale Complete Kit. Includes: resin-cast
hull and detail parts with flexible resin track. 75.00

Mention this ad with your order and take 15% off!!
Shipping in the U.S. free. Foreign orders and $4.00 shipping.

Commander Series Models Inc.
MINIATURES 551 Wegman Road « Rochester, NY 14624

3731 Schuemann Or * Omaha, NE 68123 » (302) 283-0704 Dealer Inquires Welcome = Catalog Available 3.00
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One good lookin’
broad irom

-
€ | Aceurale Armour

conomy was the watchword during
' the period between the wars in
Britain, and economy was the parenl
of this little machine gun armed tank.
{(Notice it has only one parent.)
B Designated Infantry Tank Mark |
(AIL), Vickers was given the job of designing and
producing the vehicle. It was powered by the flat-
head Ford V-8 of 70 hp, giving it a speed of & mph,
This was expected to be sufficient for ils task of
accompanying the foot sloggers. The armament
was (commonly) the 303 Vickers; a few got the 5
Vickers, The armor (armowr?) was sufficient to
shrog of [ the 37mm German Pak 35, Matildas could
run over the gun if it was not self propelled. If the
gun was mounted in a tank though, the Brilish AFV
was quite helpless. This led Lo the recognition of the
relative worthlessness of the whole concept, and
the mark [ was replaced by the Mafilda 11 and the
Valentine armed with the two-pounder. The only
combat action of the mark I was in France in [940.

Bravo Matilda

Thisis a typical Accurate Armour offering that
is a multi-media kit of resin, white metal and photo
gtehed brass, plus some fine wire and metal rod.
The resin casting is absolutely superlafive, as good
as anything cast in this medium. The brass isin the
same class, The white metal is only so-so; it's very
rough in spots, so gel oul Lhe {iles, all of 'em.

AA has made a quantum leap in their instrue-
tions, There are 14 photographs, clear as a bell and
printed on good qualily glossy paper (1 guess
they've finally ditched that old worn out copier
they used to use for instructions). My primary bitch
about these guys was the quality of their plans, and
they've fixed it. Bravol

Lets’ build the ol’ gal

I started as usual with the running gear. I first
spent several hours cleaning up all the white metal
and accumulated asizable pile of white metal dust.
One idler mounl was Lerrible: the mounling pad had

abig lump of white metal on it By the ime I got this
cul down (it covered the whole pad), the mount
wouldn't sit flat on the resin cross piece. | fixed it
with alittle tab of sheet styrenc.

When assembling the bogies, remember that the
rearward pair on the rear bogie takes the all steel
wheels, The mounling pins were too big for the
holes in the mounts, so [ drilled them out. Same with
the mounting holes for the return rollers. I put all
the stuff on the sides (stowage boxes, Lools, vent
bilanking plates and hardware, tow hawser holders,
antenna mount and cable clips) before mounting
the bogies to give me more working room, | drilled
the stowage boxes for the rod handles and fit them
before putting the boxes on.

There’s a trick to the vent blanking plates, These
Lake a retainer made of the furnished rod which
fits into a hole on the hull stde. If you glue the plate
on first, you'll play hell trying to get that piece of
vod in the hole. Insert a short bit of the rod in the
hale; you don't have to glue it. Now slide the plate

Above left: on the left are the all steel roadicheels that go on the back end of Lhe rearmost bogie; the others are the rubber ones thatl go on the rest of the
stations. Right: sets of bogies assembled and in order as they go on the veliicle with the front being af Lhe right,
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Left: bogies in place
on the bare hull,
This was a tril fil-

over the rod and glue in place. The rod locates the
hole in the hull with the hole in the plate, When the
plate is dry, remove the rod, bend the end io make
the retainer, and reinserl this time with glue.
Notice [ didn't put the fghts on al this stage The

:mg‘é‘}-‘;ﬂm&?ﬁ'ﬁt mounis are fragile with little glue area, so I wanted all
sides before you glue e bogie rassling done before | ardded them.

these on. Below left: Onto the idlers and drive sprockets. The lalter
stowage boxes and are made up of four picces, the inner and outer
ﬁ;ﬁ’;ﬁmm - sprocket and two guide rings on the inside. Make
drilled for the han-  Sure the guide teeth on the tracks will fit between
dles made from the the guide rings. Now these parts, the return rollers
Surnished rod; this and the bogies can go on.

was done before Time for the lights. Bend and atiach the mounts;
E‘;ﬁ;ﬂ‘?&zﬁw the one on the left slides under the tools and is a
Fapeiindy it pm tight fit, soitis no problem. The cne on the right just

kind of hangs in space, and [ could see it flying off
while | was drybrushing, To aveid that (I'm doing
this to relax, not have & siroke) I pul a tiny wedge of
styrene on the mount to at least give a little added
glue surface, Now assemble the lights to their
brackets. Put the wire needed on before you put the
lights on the mounts, then trim the wire to fit. Don't
forget the horn on the left side. Wire also goes on
the antenna mount.

I tried to puton the middle and side deck plates
separately (E12 and E13s). bul it was no go. 1 laid all
three outl on my workbench, making sure the rivets
were facing the right way, and glued them together,
Then they went on the deck OK, but the brass is
very light gange and flexible, so keep vour big mitts
away from ‘em after they're o,

The engine deck screens are next. The long ones
drop right into place, but the forward ones need to
be shaped to match the curve of the deck on the
rear ontside corners. I glued the other thres corners
down, let them dry, and then pushed them down
and glued the last one. Here the light gauge of the
orass helps you, as the sereens conform quite easily.

I then added the jack, jack block and Low shack-
les to the rear of the hull, the drivers hatch to the
front, and gave that baby a coat of paint. The clos-
est | could come to the light green color was {with
my regular Pactra aerylics) inierior groon, dark-
ened just a touch with dark green. The stripes are
done with jungle green. [ had to go back and paint
the sprockets, idlers, return rollers and the last pair
of roadwheels with gunmetal and the forward
roadwheels with black.

Sometime in the process, | took a break and
built the turret. There's not much (o it If you want

to show the hatch open, you'll have to cut it in half.
Otherwise, put on the hatch and the gun bavrel. All
my references showed a gun muzzle, so 1 made one
out of a round bit of plastic drilled out. The plans
say to modify the smoke discharger brackets, but
they don’t say how. They looked OK to me, so [ used
them as is. The "u" shaped mounts need a litile
opening up to accept the breech of the discharger. I
put the hatch stops on each side of the turret. That's
it, unless you want to wire the dischargers, All the
fittings are cast on the turret for the wire,

The tracks are typical Accurate Armour fare.
They are easy Lo work and need only a little
cleanup. 1 built three long sections using a track jig
to keep ‘em straight. I put this on the top run with
glue on one of the return rollers, Using a hair dryer,
I gave the tracks a little bit of sag te the nextroller
and glued, I did the same (o the idler and drive
sprocket. You may need to open up the holes in the
track a little to get the sprocket teeth in. Than it's
just heat and bend around to the bogies. It should
take you six or eight shoes to close the gap on the
bottom. Of course, the tracks need Lo be painted

Abore left: right side detail parts. The
antenna mount sUl has to be wired. Note the
repair on the rear hawser holder. MyDremet
ran amuck while I was removing the part,

and I fixed it with styrene. Above right: left
side blanking plate with retainer in place.
Right: tool stowage in place on the left side.
Note pickax head ewbove the suspension
mownd. Below: feft side with all saspension
parts in place.
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Above left: light
mount in place on
lef1 side. Above
right: right side with
the first coat of
paint; note wire on
anlenna moint
never found a photo
of an anfennd in
place, so fdidn't put
one on, Middle left:
right side light
mount. I beefed this
up with a wedge of
styrene on the

underside, where it%
invisible. Middle
right: the rear, shou-
ing fack biock, faek,
and tow shackles,
Below left: smoke
discharger on turret;
yes, [ should've
added the wire to
actuale them. Below
right: high angle
rear view, showing
exhaust sgstem.

Turrel detail; the gun uzzle, so apparent in
photos, was nol included.

first. I sprayed them wilh rusi, and then gave them
a heavy black wash. After they were on, [ dry-
brushed with gunmetal.

T pubit on the exhaust system, which I'd already

painted in rust. [ finished all the other detail paint-

ing now too. The periscopes are done in military
blue, with a gloss overcoat. Black went on the vision
slol {yep, there's only one), the gun muzzle and
exhaust pipe. The canvas around the drivers
periscope is dark gray. [mixed the blobs of anti-gas
paint (it was supposed to turn eolor in the presence
of various WW] type gases) from insignia yellow
and interior green, The headlights received a half
moon of white with a gloss overeoat, just like the
box art, I did very little drybrushing on this kit for

fear I'd knock a bunch of stuff off.

Last were the decals. Yes, AA provides a com-
pletesetof waler slide markings for this haby. Take
care because they are very thin, but once on they
are fully opaque. The sheet provides markings for
five tanks of 4th Hoval Tank Regiment. | used
“Dreadnought” mainly because the length made it
easier Lo handle. ['d painted the arm of service
plates and the number plates and sel them aside to
decal before mounting. Youw'll never get the stuff on
if vou pul the plates on first, and the decals need
just a little bit of trimming after they're dry. [didn’t
put a white recognition square on the left side, as
there seemed to beno place for it Same with the “T"
numbers, No reference picture is marked {or not

Engine deck screens in place, along with the
transverse hull plates,

marked) the same way, All the decals conformed
beantifully wilth Micro-set. After drying and trim-
ming, I put the plates on and then sprayed all the
markings with clear flat. It's finished!

I think I've taken a shine to the lassy

A great wee model, indeed, as the front of the
plans say.

Nolhing here is exiremely difficult, bul the
assembly will take a good bit of time (a month of
weekends, four Lo six hours a day). The resull is
pleasing though, and for those interested in the
early days of the War, it's a must! -

—Joe Morgan

References

‘ork, 1981. Goad general reference.

Accurate Armor Matilda I. Kit numoer K&7. Kit graciously provided by the manufacturer. Retail
price approximately £55.50 in the UK and a bit higher in the U.S, dollars.

British and American Tanks of World War ll, by Peter Chamberlain and Chris Ellis, ARCO, New

The Vickers Tanks, by Christopher Foss and Peler McKenzie, Patrick Stephens Publishing,
Wellingborough, England, 1988. A little mare specific,

Tanks of World War Two, by Jean Restayn, Histoire & Collections, Pocle, England, 1995.
Excellent color plates of the Matilda |, | dare say one of the few places you'll find them.

Number Nine 7 51



Militaryexp.com

The ﬁires

| he VT-34 Armored Recovery Vehicle con-
sistsof a turvetless T-34 tank chassis mod-
ified by the addition of an armored super-
structure and equipped with a spade and
winch assembly. The winch takes up
: nearly the entire inner compariment. of
the vehicle leaving room only for a crew and two,

The VT-34 was once thought, o be a late war addi-
Lion to the Soviet livery, but its development was
maore likely inspired by the wartime need for such a
vehiele. “Defanged” SU-85s and S1-100s were wsed as
lowing/recovery vehicles by the Russians during the
war, but there appears Lo be no evidence{thal [ could
findj that the VT-34 was used in combat. Most, if not
all of the reference shows post war T-34s converfed.
Starfish type roadwheels and scalloped exhaust
housings are evident on many of the photographed
vehicles, However, some carly features were seen,
which makes this conversion a litile bit easier.

VT in a box

Aires Hobby Models has produced a mixed
mediaconversion for the venerable old Tamiya T-34
kit. The Aires set consists of some 33 resin pieces
with a large sheet of photo-etched brass, brass rods
and a well illustrated nine step instruction sheet.
Adres is made-up of former members of the Eduard
photo-etched brass team and all the seis offered
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include large sheets of brass (makes sense} The
line is represented in North America by Eduard,

The set will work with any of the Tamiya Idts,
even the SUs Using an SU kil will not leave an
‘orphaned” furret, but will mean more radical
strgery to the hull. I'm not sureif the Aires set works
with the Italeri/Zvesda kit, so some measuring might
be in order Lo ensure Lhe (wo are compalible,

The resin parls in wmy kil were very crisp, clean-
Iy cast and well detailed. There were no indications
of air bubbles and little or no clean-up was required.
The large superstructure piece is hollow cast, but all
the hatches are molded shut. Like items produeed by
Eduard, the photo-etched brass sheet is superh,

Asusual Tstarted assembly with the lower hull.
Nothing new here. The Tamiya lower hull assembles
with no problems. The Tamiya kit is an older one,
and sulfers from that commeon vintage kit malady,
molorization holes. I filled this in with styrene
pieces and putty. While T was there, | added long
sheels of siyrene (0 eilther side of the lower hull to
close off the sponsons,

Just in case you don'l know this, do not mount
the towing lugs (A-14) to the front of the T-34 as the
instructions state, These are bogus. They are pre-
sent on the T-34 at the tank museum in Aberdeen,
Maryland, But these were added there to make the
vehicle easier to move around. No Honest-To-God

T-34ski ever wore them.

Depending on which Tamiya kit you choose, you
will probably end up with early patlern wartime
roadwheels. As T mentioned at the top, all my refer-
ences show the late solid pattern wheels, the starfish,
or the spoke type [ happen to have a sel of the late
siyle rubber lire solid wheels by MB Models
Chesapeake Models makes an excellent set of the
starfish type and I believe Warriors also of fer the selid
type {again in resin} with their OT-34 conversion,

Mounting the MB wheels was no challenge. The
unly modification required was slightly trimming
the suspension arms to fit the new wheel hub. I
used slow setting superglue Lo give me & longer
working time. [ installed the roadwheels by work-
ing on only one side at a lime. | attached each full
set with the wheels resting on a piece of Plastruct
angle. This ensures that all the centers line up.
Another piece placed along the onlside lengih
ensures Lhat the Lhis edge is straight and true (like
me). With all of this done cthe model was left
overnight for che glue to completely set.

To improve on the Tamiya vinyl racks (which
are pretty bad), | used replacement white metal
tracks from Friulmodellismo. These iracks caplure
the look and feel of the T-34s tracks faithfully, espe-
cially their characteristic sag. The tracks for the T-
3 are composed of two flat plates alternating
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Top left: the brass winch roller.
It should siani towards the rear.
Tap middle: The beauwlifully
molded spade and ils hull
allachment points, Top right: the
detailed fuel drums. Above left:
the resin deck piece and the
modified kit part. Above: the
brass replacenient fender and
the kil part. Left: the Friul track
links and their jig. Right; the
madel prior Lo painting

throughout the run, so there is no illusion Lhat they
hend. The Friul tracks are of the late type pattern
and T really enjoyed working with them. They
assemble in asmall jig (provided ) using integral tabs
in each link that bend to lock intc the next links
molded-in pin. The resalt is a link-to-link workable
mrack with ne clean-up required. Anybody frustrat-
ed with the tedionsness and cleaning of plastic
rracks should try these. They are fun!

| formed the tracks in one continuous section,
using the kits track as a gauge for length, I Lest it
the track until I got the desired look. They were
then removed for painting and reinstalled closing
the last link on the bottorm run. A small drop of
superglue between the track and wheels is all that
isrequired to keep Lhe Lrack together.

Upper hull

Hull assembly consists mainly of attaching the
resin superstructure Lo the stock Tamiya upper
hull. The only modification involves cutting off the
hull’s machine gun [or the large piece to fit.

Some sanding and test itling of the superstruc-
ture Lo the upper hull are required to assure the
right fit. Beveling the inside of the parts wall allows
it to fit tight against the upper hulls angular shapes.
[ used my Dremel tool to do this. The correct fit
should have the superstructure fitting flush
against the hull sides. Also, a weld bead should be
added along the edges where the superstructure
meets the glacis plate and hull.

The Aires kit supplies excellenl. photo-etched
replacement fenders, The kits [ront fenders should
be cut flush with the hull sides to accommodate
them correctly, These items are a definite improve-
mentover the thick plasticones in the kit and a guick
way to immediately add extra impact to the model.

Moving Lo the back of the hull, Lhey also supply
& complete set of photo-etched grilles for hoth the
large engine access haleh and the side grilles. Oddly

the Aires kit supplies a solid resin replacemenl part
for the engine access hatch along with the photo-
etched parts. This didn't make sense to me because
the great parl about the brass parts is (hat they
allow you to see down into the engine area. [ opled
to use the Tamiya part (A-11), cutting of f the mold-
ed-on sereen, modifying it to match the brass, and
then attaching the parts. Lacking an engine detail-
ing set for this kit, 1 added rear engine louvers made
from plastic strip Lo help camouflage the big open
area underneath. The engine deck openings of the
T-34 series are falrly large, offering good views of
the engine compartment. Consider adding either
the Verlinden or Commanders engine detail set. The
VP one is less elaborate and may be the ticket if
you're nol going Lo show the back end peeled open.

Brass details are provided for the Tamiya fuel
drums. But rather than waste a lot of time carving
up the kit parts, | simply replaced them with 10mm
styrene tubing, This is the same diameler as the
tanks, so the end plugs can still be used. I carvetully
shaved off the filler caps from the kit parls and
added the Aires brass lift lifting handles. Mounting
straps und brackets are also provided in brass,

The winch roller assembly proved fun to build.
However, the instructions get a little sketchy here,
The assembly consists of two sets of brass rods
which are supported by a pair of photo-etched
brackets. My references indicated thal the assem-
bly should sit at a slight angle. The winch cable is
string provided in the Xit, but the Low cable seen in
the photos is from the H&A range.

The Ace of Spades

Probably the most prominent feature of the ¥1-
34 is the large spade mounted on the rear of the
vehicle. This spade is very similar to the one found
on the German Bergepanther,

The spade assembly is comprised of two resin
parts, the spade itself and the supporting arms

which are allached to the lower hull at the rear of
the vehicle. The spade is beautifully rendered and
vary [ragile. | ended up breaking off the tip of
spade which had to be replaced with sheel styrene
(damned carpet). 1 recommend building and
installing this assembly last to avoid such Lrouble,

Other Details

The pipe support rods (again much like the
Bergepanther) for the towing clevises and miscella-
neous exterior equipment are provided as flat
pholo-etehed pieces. These are meant to be rolled
and formed into tube shapes, This was a little too
much for me. I simply used brass tubing. Thinking
back on this, Ishould have used styrene tubing. This
would have allowed me the opportunity to drill
through them and replicate the retaining clips.

I did add exhaust pipe extensions from plastic
tubing, Most of my references showed these. I
assumne they were installed to help the exhausts
clear the spade. These are very erude looking, possi-
bly even field applied, with obvicus weld joints.

Finishing touches

The kit does not provide decals, All of the vehi-
cles observed in my references, except the vehicle
from the Budge collection, were withoul any num-
bering or markings. The Dudge VT-34 did have a
Czech roundel, which I thought would add a nice
touch of eslor.

I gave my model a coal of Floguil Pullman
(sreen followed by an over spray of the hase color
lightened up with a bit of yellow. For weathering, |
sprayed the model with Testors Dulleole and used
washes of black and burnt umnber artists oils, [ dry-
brushed with lighter shades of the base paint. To
replicate worn spots on the spade, [ drybrushed it
heavily with gun metal and dark brown,

The tracks were painted with Floquil Rail
Brown and also washed with black artist’s oils. The
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The highly detailed roof deck.

=

o B nme whdr tocall this, but it
foaks J“Q‘F;'u it’s dane!

The engine deck. The tow chain

is a Hudson & Allen product.

g

Here and right:
the finished
spade assembly.

Above and below: o great reasons Lo go oul and
buy the Friul fracks!

| Above: the Budge vehicle. The large shol shows the winch motor
fiousing and all the towing equipment. Insel: the spade. Note the tip,
Look for more photos of this vehicle in the next issue of MMIR,

worn metal look on the tracks and guide teeth was m
accomplished by lightly scraping and sanding the

paint off (0 reveal the white metal material of the
track. Another big plus of the Friul line, nothing
looks more like metal than metal!

This is an interesting and enjoyable model

Aires VT-34 Conversion Set. Kit Mumber 3001. Kit graciously provided by Eduard Model
Accessories. Suggested retail price $44.95.

et o > References
;&{cgggsﬂ? gﬁ’;ié’ér”{:n‘&%‘;&gfy"iﬂﬂiﬁ‘: :,:‘111}1 AEV Nows. Vol,_19 No. 2and Vol 24, No. 2 Bolh conain helpul i drawings and photos of
especially appreciate it. actual venicies in fhe field.

This is the first in what will become and exlen- Soviel Tanks and Combat Vehicles 1946 fo the Present, by Steven J. Zaloga and James Loop.
sive series of kits and conversions from Aires. Arms and Armor Press, 1987, Out of print and a bit daled now, but this bock is a lot of fun for
Highly recommended! @ Soviet vehicle fans. It has a good description of all Scviet modern recovery vehiclas including our

B pal the VT-34. There is also a companion volume that covers Soviet armor from early in the
—José Rumos century through WWIL. Snatch 'em both if you can find them.
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New From Hobby Japan

2ZM now carries the incredible line of Military
Vodelling manuzls from Hobby —
Japan. Each of these 100+ page "ab g
soft cover books are overflowing JARPAN
with full coler diorama and model
construction photos, step-by-step shots and a color
fold out section! Soft cover, Japanese text.
Numbers 4, 5, 6 in stock. $29.95 plus $4.00 postage

Buy all 3 at the ice of 79.95 PPD

From Model Graphix Publications

War Two's great battles illustrated entirely 1 'ggﬂmnah;s.os. FE ———
| with dioramas. Eleven elaborate scenes il and 4 orders B&W photos,
| are shown in full color. Some of the most af battle. many naver
| stunning model photography you will ever ’ 3 I . before

see. Awesome inspiration! 108 pages. " : z A i [ published.
| Japanese and English text. " ; B Gl 176 pages.
| 543.95 plus $3.50 postage. = Sl Hard Cover.

_ SRS R 549,95 plus

| Also available: Models in Action No. 1: ’ R $5.00
= Normandy 1944, $39.95 + posilage . i

postage.

Panther HRofecs

The fourth in the series covers the entire : 300 B&W and ELEP};ES

A | color photos, drawings.
special sections on the the Jagdpanther \ ¥ e 278 pages. 240 pages.
and the Brummbar, Drawings, interior Hard cover, Hard Cover,
photos, 96 pages, many in Tull color, A ! $65.00
Soft cover. Japanese text. S 1| 55.

= 7 k plus
- $45.95 plus $3.00 postage. i - -

Achtung Panzer 5:

s Mo Tunk 120 Sevint

Fantastic reference for all types of i BO0 BAW
Sturmgeschutzes, StGs Il A through G, Y and calor
StG IV and the Sturrrinfantriegeschutz 33, F . ' photos,
Drawings, interior photos, the best yet! o full color
120 pages, 42 in full color, | 53 1 296 pages

B Soft cover. Japanese text. & nnnkni - : Hard Caver.
$45.95 plus $3.00 postage. I b Ll \ LS8 $59.95 plus

| || M $5.00

phiotos, most
In beautiful

Steel Masters - France's premler military modeling magazine, Features
ther work of many of Europe’s finest armer modelers and dicramists,

Full color, French text, Subscriptions: $47.70; 1 year, 6 issues. . _: £ : rutll] RAETE w“FLl-tsg
Back issues: $7.95 ! . :

Militaria - Invaluable -eference for the enthusiast of the Warld Wars, Dstailed
information on uniforms, insignia and weapons. Full color, French text.
Subscriptions; $65.00; 1 year, 12 |ssues, Bach issues: $7.95

After the Battle Magazine - The anginal ‘then snd now’ format.
Stories and photos about evenls and battles of WwIl.

Subscriptions: $25.50; 1 year, 4 issues. Back Issues: 56.95
Wheels and Tracks Magazine - The magazine far military vehicle
enthusiasts. Articles on all types of military vehicles.
Subseriptions: $25,50; 1 year, 4 issues. Back issues: 56,95

IMPORTS Tel 203-264-0774 Fax 203-264—4967

E A LER I NQUIRIES W ELC OME
Visit our web site www.rzm.com
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he least known tank from the Korean
War might be the M45 support Lank, a
106mm armed version of the M26
Pershing, MI Models makes a turred
eonversion kil and thal makes it easy
il for anyone Lo build this rare tank from
“The Forgotten War."

The Forgotten Tank from the Forgotien War,

The M45 was designed and built to replace the
108mm M4A3 in tank units that converted (o the
M26 and M46 gun tanks. It was never widely used, in
part because the idea of an infantry support tank
was dying off after WWII. At least one unif is
Krrowrn Lo have used their Md45s in cotnbad Thal wnil
was the 6th Tank Battalion, US, Army.

The 6ih Tank, corumanded by LL Col John
Growden, shipped (o Korea in August of 1850 with
brand new M46 and M45 tanks recenily acquired
from the Detroit Tank Arsenal. They landed at
Pusan where Lhey had ne [acililies Lo
unload the 83,000 pound tanks. The ship's
own booms managed the job with seme dil-
[licully and the 6tk formed up and proceed
ed to the west side of the Pusan perimeter
where they immediately went into supporl
of the 24th Infantry Division, The 24th was
barely hanging onto the perimeter along
the Naktong River and the 76 tanks of the
Gth Tank were mosl welcome. The batlal-
ion's assistant surgeon reported that the
sight of Lthe tanks lumbering ap io the line
caused members of the 24Lh Division Lo run
up and cry over the very sight of these
much needed reinforcements.

The 6th Tank Battalion had six M45
howitzer tanks all of which were attached
to its Headquarters and Supply Company,
When the Inchon landings gave rise to the
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breakout of the Pusan perimeter in mid-September
of 1950, the M4hs from this company were pho-
tographed crossing the Kumho River, a Iribulary of
the Nakfong, and became the only documented
M4bs in Kerea, All the pholos published ol the M45
in Korea were laken on Seplember 18 during this
maneuvering as the North Korean lines collapsed.
Almost all the photos published show a single tank,
H-5 36 a vehicle named HELEN, leading several
other M4bs across the viver at a sandbagged ford.
Aflter this brief exposure by the combat press, the
M45 then Faded into history, nearly forgotten by all.

The Md45 began life as the T26E2 version of the
Pershing and the first prototype was delivered to
Aberdeen Proving Grounds in July of 1945, Nared
at the factory "Little Peter” because of the look of
the short 105mm barrel, series production of the
howitzer tank started the same month and the
name changed to M45 shortly after the war ended.
They were issued (o post. war tank companies at the

P ART

rate of Lwo percompany and assigned 1o the
tank section of the company headquarters,
In rank batfalions this meant there were a
Lotal of 6 atlached Lo each company.

The hull i identical to the Pershing
from which it derives, and Lhe only exler-
nal modification of note is a revised travel
lock which was installed on top of the ven-
tilator blower bulge right below the gun
mantlet. The short 105mm (same gun Lube
as used on the 105mm M4} did not need to
be reversed when traveling as the gun
tanks did, hence the forward location of
the travel tock. Both basic versions of the
Pershing hull were used, the original with
extra vision blocks for Lhe drivers, and the
later re-manufactured hulls with revised
blower bulges. That means vou can build an
M45 on either of DMLUs T26/M26A1 hulls. If
you want to do tank 36, named HELEN, then
the T26 hull is the way to go, but you will
want the tracks [rom the M26A1 kit

Internal ammo stowage in the M43 was
changed to handle 74 rounds of 105mm and
the turrel was heavily redesigned because
of the lighter gun mount. The front and
sides were casl much thicker and the mantlet was
quite different, The eoaxial A0 cal machine gun
was located low on the left side of the mantlet mak-
ing an M45 easy o spot from the front. The massive
mantiet had a supplemental bar weight added to
the top belween the lifling rings, presumably 1o dis-
tribute the loads on the turrel bearings more even-
ly. Some M45s were used to test a rear mounted
axhaust silencer (mulflec} which required thal the
tow cable be routed along the side of the hull. These
Lanks are easy Lo spol rom the [ronk also sinee the
cahle is quite visible from that angle. Hunnicucr's
book on the Pershing only shows the silencer
aquipped tanks, but production M45s were made
from box stock Pershing hulls, which makes the
modeling task much easier.

Peter Putters on Peter
The hull construction was typical of all the
DML Pershings, a breeze. This excellent kit has
been discussed in detail before so [ will

concentrate n this review on only the
modilications needed for the M45. [ built
the hull straight from the box but left of f
the (ravel lock paris. [ sanded off the
molded alignment marks for the travel
lock on the engine deck and serateh built
anew lock from bits of styrene tubing and
rod wilh legs made from siyrene shest
bits, This is installed onto the top of the
blower bulge when completed. I added a
tow cable at the rear, since DML over-
locked this ifem, and made some brass
brackels Lo hold il inlo place Once that
was done the hull mods were completed.
The MB turrel is two large blocks of
resin. One for the top with a lower half for
the turret race. A third piece makes into
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the gun barrel, The turret proper is well engineered
with a great look that captures the extra armor of
the M46 very well. The cast texture is nice and the
turret has some of the easting numbers molded on.
! had two reservations, however. Firs, the gun
mantlet cover 13 included in the turret casting and
orevents building the thing any other way. It looks
aretty good and captures the flavor of the original
very well except at the top of the mantlet. The
shapes there do not capture well the bulge caused
by the lifting rings and the metal bar welded
between the rings. [ modified the simulated canvas
on the casting with epoxy putty to get the desired
profile, but T really wanted to have the mantlet
exposed the way the tanks in Korea were pho-
wgraphed. To remove the cover and make a new
mantlet would be tedious work so [ decided to live
with it once the shape change was made at the top.

The second problem is the gun tube, It is too big
entirely with an inside diameter that scales out to
128mm, and that error is noticeable. The solution
was to chuck it out the window (into the spares
box) and install a 105mm barrel from another
source. I chose to use a tube from the VLS 105mm
conversion for the Sherman tank and this was
grafted ento the MB casting after being properly
shortened. That solved the problem and provided
the correct lock to the “Little Peter” that gave the
tank its nickname, | finished this medification by
using more putty to simulale the part of the mant-
let cover that drapes onto the tube which hides the
joint of the new tube and the mantlet. While T was
at this, I also incorporated a lug made from styrene
on the bettem of the mantlet that was used in con-
Jjunetion with the travel lock. The lug has a hole in it
for the lock bolt to pass through and must be placed
up under Lhe barrel al the right location,

I then discovered that the underside surfaces of
the turrel casting hung up on the high bulges on the
tank hull. The bustle would catch the center of the
engine deck and the front turret cheeks rubbed on
the blower bulge, The turret was dragged forcefully
into the garage and Dremeled into submissien.
Brrp, Brrerrrrp, Brerererrp, and the thing swung
360 degrees without hitting the hull. The amounts [
had to remove were small and this gave me a
chance to use the Dremel on the seam for the turret
sections while [ had it oul. Ancient Bushido code
says never expose your Dremel without using it!

Once the mantlet modifications were done and
the gun tube installed, ] finished the rest of the tur-
ret details. All the bits you see here come from the
M26 turret and are just installed as directed by DML
for that kit. Wire was used to make the antennea
and the grab handles. Easy, easy, easy.

The nearly completed tank then go! a coat of
Tamiya olive drab (that nifty dark Army shade)
and | applied stencil decals from the Master’s

Hobby Supply sheet for the M4 Sherman to produce
the markings on the stowage boxes The decals
worked well and [ supplemented them with stars
from various Tamiya tank sheets. [ decided early on
not to do the much photographed HELEN and set-
tled on the “only tank from the 6th Tank Bn. not
photographed,” which I arbitrarily named HOG
using an unused decal from an airplane sheet. In
spite of this, the markings you see here are consis-
tent with those used by H&S Company so you can
follow my pattern for HELEN if you decide to do
her. You'll need to change the vehicle number to 36
and HELEN's serial number is “30131581 8.

The M45, being an artillery device on tracks,
had aiming stakes and from one of the photos of
HELEN [ discerned that these were stowed on the
left fender outhoard of the stowage boxes. I made
these from white styrene rod and marked them
with red tail stripes cut from a decal sheet for an

Prelty much the whole story—the
L turret. Most of the added bits were
the stock DML {tems. I did add o
photo-etched ammo rack Lo the lurrel
MG and also drilled out the pision
blocks on the commanders cupola to
receive globs of Krystel Klear.

American WWII airplane. That's twice the flvboy
decals came to my aid on this project and speaks
words to why a scrap decal box is handy.

Swappity, Swap
And that was it One of the easiest conversions
in my memory. Litfle more than a turret swap, the
corrections being painless for the most part
Thanks to MBE doing this conversion. [ can now add
aneat vehicle to my collection of American combat
tanks and one I never thought I would ever build.
ME did the turret well enough and the conversion
kit is easy enough to make a Little Peter eligible for
consideration for your collection too. I was very
pleased with the result. With the reservations men-
tioned above about the gun tube, I can recommend
this kit to anybody whois not afraid to tackle the
well detailed and complicated DML hull, Pershing
geeks are going to love it. «f3&)
—Pete Huriem

_MMiR RECCE |

Suggestad retail $17.95

References

used, but does not talk about the tank itself,
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of HELEN crossing the Kumho river in 1950,

MB Models M45 Turret. Kit number MB1117. Kit graciously donaled by the manufacturer,

T26E3 Heavy Tank, Kit number 6032, Suggested retail $37.98.
M26A1 Pershing. Kit number 6801. Suggested retail $39.98.

This Kind of War, by T.R. Fehrenbach, 1963, page 274 has a brief account of the arrival of the &th
Tank Battalion at Pusan This is a good historical account of the events in which the M45 was

M-45 Close-Support Medium Tank by Duane Thomas, AFV-G2 Magazine. Dafte and issue
unknown an this short arficle on the M45 which included line drawings.

k T20 Series by R.P. Hunnicutt, 1971. Fiest Publications.
The bible, manl Good coverage of the prototypes and a brief history. Also has a side view photo

Tank Warfare In Korea 1850-53 by Steven J. Zaloga and George Balin, 1994, Concord
Publications. Most of the publishad phoios of HELEN appear in here,
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THE SUPPLY DEPOT
A Full Time, Full Service Mail Order Firm
With Regular DISCOUNT Prices Like THESE:

NEW CONNECTIONS MODELS
superb Bergehetzer conversion $47.50

DML: 6050 Jagdtiger $29.99, 6008 Stug 1B $23.65, 6805 M-46 Patton $28.50
TAMIYA: #35203 JAGDPANTHER $33.00, #35200 Wespe $29.00, #35195 Sdkfz 251/1 $27.00
JAGUAR: Jagdtiger [nterior $35.50 MINICRAFT: Warrior APC $24.00, Tiger I (Early) $22.50

FRIULMODELLISMO METAL LINK TRACKS: Most sets just $32.00

GROUND POWER MAGAZINE: $29.99 per issue: GPO1S Ttalian Fighting Vehicles of WW2, GP016 French Fighting Vehicles,
GPO06 Armor (Japanese) of the Pacific War, GP022 German Cxperimental Vehicles of WW2, GP023 German 4th Pz, Div.1944-45
Books on: Flakpanzers, German WW2 Armored Trains, Flammpanzers, British Cromwell Tank, and variants etc, in Polish, with

1/35th plans, b/w pics, color profiles, just $9.99 cach issue. Alsc books on Polish WW2 Tankettes, BMP-1, Stalin Heavy Tanks etc

Madel Graphix's ACHTUNG PANZER: No. 5 Stug VIV just $36.75 TANK WORKSHOP: Tiger [ Interior $36.00
CHESAPEAKE (CMD): #17B Panther Beobachtung Conversion $29.99
RYTON PUBLICATIONS: PanzerTruppe $52.00 FINE MOLDS: WW2 Japanese Type 97 Tanketles $88

Our regular lines include: AFV Club, Chesapeake (CMD), Concord Publications, DML, Eduard. Emhar, Fine Molds,
Frinlmodellismo, Ground Power, lronside, ltaleri, Jaguar, Minicraft, Model Art, Model Graphix Specials, Model Kaslen
On The Mark Models, New Vanguard Armor Books, Ryton, Show Modeling, Sturm&Drang, Tank Workshop, Tamiya, Warriors
Send $3.00 for our 24 page catalog (includes bi-monthly updates)
PO BOX 15783, SEATTLE, WA 98115 Member AMPS and IPMS/USA  Email us at Supplydpt@aol.com
Business Hours: Noon til 8pm, Pacific: Tuesday thru Saturday  We accept VISA/IMASTERCARD
TELEPHONE: (206) 522-1804  FAX: (206) 522-3539
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We're doing something a little different this time
around, Mini-Men is being presented more in the
Sorm of a “gallery” than our usual extensive blath-
erings. There’s fwo reasons for this. One is that
there is just so much stuff, its much easier to fit it
all in this way And secondly, we'd ke lo gel gour
reaciion on an amended format. Which do you like
better? More or less? And one more thing This will
probably be the tast time we do the bigger 1/16th.
Again primarily for space reasons, but also (again)
due to the proliferation of 1/35th scale items.

. The newest of DML% lank crew
Jp.‘a i.ln n.f ,i‘m any Sherman, Pershing or

K -h 7]
latest J'm e i

ammao pouch. The larger NI, Iha'q l'mr.fr were I;..- mimn -.mq-’- shol weapon:
formal means more paind dange iy zer His and IVs, One bag of rounds is
rigr ddedail for thai (unie, supplie v

Hornel has finally complefed their much anticipated Russian fank rider sel with the addition of
af RITI3, Tank Ride tted ) and RILY, Tank o S s [ Hrrlrhurrezn’u: re Frr £8
of the same subiect, hu:.’ are b '. e . i ] h
Hornel has achicved fi ’ re 4 --‘m l””hnt_{.hhm the
Hornel I one conld tor J'. up r.rm i .‘I.-umuru rnrumfi these pie » third new ftem iz a
German Paratroog H23L He is varly war in flavor and strikes «

ed in_front of him, He'd look great standing in front of a building or vehicl
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Warriors has, for some e, offered replacement head sefs.
There are @ ntal of seven now in he range of German sufr
jeets, We show the four latest sets here, From the top:
Gepman Head Set #5, 35055, six heads with the cut down
Fallselhirmjdager helmet, Germean Head Set 25, 5061 is @
mixved bag of four sofl hats, a kelmeled head and a bare
head. German Head Set 46, 330065 offers six helmeted heads
with camao cavers. German Head Sel #7, 25070 contains six
heards wearing the Welirmacht far cap.

The second in Warriors "dic in a box,"
(remember the Berlin Sewer?) this piece is
entitied The Surrender (50540 Its an all
resin conenction and the craftsmanship of
the many parts is quite Tiigh. There (8 some
rery finedetail in the brickwork and the
street rahble, Construclion is a snap and
cfean-up is minimal. The tiea forlorn looking
Germans create a greal effect as they appear
to emerge from a cellar in the presence of a
cigar champing G (also see below). We Took
Sorward to mare af these types of prodicts,

_—

Ja, U.S, Infantry ET0 offers all
the late war Mh3 gear, He looks as
though he's reacting to something
and he strikes us as the perfect
companion lo the clgar ey in the
Harriors vignetie,

S0, 108, BAR Grunner, ETO is the
abore mentioned figure contained
in the “Strrender” sel. S plenly
af wses far him and his pails

M e il ST erman Groves Kegistralion is
s @ som ber looking cal with a wooden
cross and a shovel Not @ happipjob in
anyuniform. Hes mostly late-war kit
aoved Beis camo apron is different but
pery aecuraie

Lo
"h-!wi
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Yet another unique
Jram Warr

Daydreamer. He a onepiece

. " the
figqure, all his gear and the
ground arownd him. It might
bea t fo et Bim blended
in to the surrounding

4 ork, but we stifl like
(L. trood going quys

Sora heat wave is !
ogtf and Blanket, Th S nothing
ping him as 88, so he would still
fuses. lfed ook great with the
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and a wonderfully
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rs the parka type over-
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Hello, RZM Imports!
This is Todd, can | take
your order?

Subscribe to MMIiR: It’s the Law!

{IF ' NOT—1I1T SHOULD BE!)

Well, if it's not the law at least it's a darn good time. And we've now made it
even easier 1o order. Call our new subscription ggent, RZM Imperts for fast,
courteous service. Uniformed operators (practically) are standing by now! RZM
takes MasterCard, VISA, AMEX and Discover for your convenience. Credit card
customers* may call 1-800-562-7308 to place thelr orders.

Please make checks and maney arders payable to RZM Imports. Mail to RZM Imports,
P.O. Box 995, Southbury, CT 06448, CT residents add €% sales tax. 5’%

Sign me up for a one-year, four-issue subscription to MMIR.
[1U.5.; §25.50 1 U.S,, First Class: $32.50

[l Canada, Meaxico and South America; 532.50

...and the price includes a classified ad for one year.

Mame:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Phone Number: Country:

Card #;

Please charge my: Ll Visa  [] MasTERCARD

1 AmEex [l Discover

Exp. Dale: _J

|

s
=t WA P
Mo animals were harmed in any way in the production of this advertissment

Signature:

*Credit card customers only please. If you have questions or nead Information about your current
subseription, please dial 1.203-264-0774, between 10 a.m. and & p.m. Monday - Friday.

For information and rates in the UK and Europe please contact:

Mode| 3earch International » Hill House, Top Road, Slindon, Arunde!, West Sussex, BN18
ORP Tel/Fax (1243 814641 = =

For information and rates in Hong Kong, the Far East and Australia contact:

Falcon Suppifes Co. # 154, Block 3, 111 Shaukiwan Road, Hong Kang

Tel: BBE2290 Fax: BBGI00T

SUPPLIES FOR THE DISCRIMINATING MODELER!!

F N

OUT DF PRODUGTION AND CURRENT

MILITARY

Armor Decals in 1/35th Scale

v USA Armored Division Tank Markings Set

Heavily Discounted

i&"‘
‘ﬁ'lmtk*‘

MODEL KITS

+ (ierman Army/SS Tactical Signﬁ
* Waffen 55 Divisional Insignias
* Tiger Il Markings Ser

» German Army Panzer Division [nsignia

For Caralog of ous full prodace line and ordering inlormation, send & 10 SASE 10!

PO, Box 81484 = Dept "[ San Diego, CA 92138- 1484

Tamiza, DML, iers, CMD &

£ 1'Mfﬂxh'mo kits € avcesories: BUY SELL TRADE
|T.Lm|}'a SwG IE'F Gearly ..o $33%mn D RO

Tamiya Wespe SPG ... $30mwn)| M o110

DML JagdTiger .. 5290 TR AT e ™ B0 PANLKTEUN e em

“ﬂ! SPRING PARK RD, IACHSONVILLE, FL Y2207

Tﬁ;eée_r: &mem mf cool
f ﬁi % [\ caraLoc 52 AN .75 sast |

Out of production kits
at very reasonable prices.
Next “old kit list” $2.00

APC Hobbies

Box 122 - Earlysville, VA 22936 « 804-973-2705
— We also buy collections. Call or send list. —

RETRACTION

In the last issue we stated that buying MMiR would make you

rich, successful and highly attractive to women. What we meant
to say was that MMiR has some really cool pictures of tanks
and is a good read. We are sorry for any misunderstanding.

Number Nine = 83
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WANTED: Any 1/35th spare parts, figures, accessories, broken kits you no longer want.
1/35th Squadron Combat Line of white metal figures. R.P. Hunnicutt's Pershing. Coug
Somers, 417 Harmeny Drive, Wheeling IL 60090-6215.

FOR SALE: 1/35th Metal Artillery and resin accessones. PAK 38: $25.00. LeFH 18
$45.00. WWII US or German packs 20 pos: $6.95. Asst. crates 18 pes: $8.95. Forcur-
rent listing send LSSAE to: Mad Mac's Workshop. P.0. Box 430. Coventry RI 02816:0008.

WANTED—ESCI WWiIl 1/72 80 HND 83 series armaor, ROCO WWII U.S. halftracks and
armored cars. German WWII halftracks and armored cars, ESCI 1/72 hard plastic Wwl|
figures. FUJIMI 1,72 hard plastic German Afica Korps figures and old Airfix, ESCI watch-
box, ROCO, ROSHKOF and EKO catalogs. Also giant WWI figures, Bim Giynn 203 QI
Allamuchy Rd, 4P1.3 Hackettstown, NJ 07840,

WANTED: R.P. Hunnicutt's "Pershing”. Willing to pay $$% depending on condition of book,
[taler crusader kits unbuilt. Also leaking for reference books with lot's of pictures on Wil
Italian men anc equiprment. Contact Mike Meiiroy, 24171 Voorhees Ave, #2 Rodondo Beh,
CA. 90278 (310) 214-3714.

WANTED: The following kits in 1,/35. Tamiya's Horse Drawn German Field Kitchen,
Tamiya's Mounted German infantry. ESCI's Horse Drawn German Supply Wagon. Wil pay
for complete, unassembled kits—will consider semi-assembled. Steve Parker, 16418
Sky Blue Lane, Houston, TX. 77095,

WANTED: Tarnya 1,/35th scale JSII, built or unbuilt, must be complete. Contact Bill
Varek 10731 5. Lavergne, Oak Lawn, IL 60453,

1/35 scale drawings and scale drawirg sets of World War Two German and Allied
AFVs/PANZERS. Sd. Kiz. 251 Mittlerer Schutzenpanzerwagens (thirty-twe vehicie types;
Aust. A B, Cand D). Each set sells for $16.50 and has three to four 11 1/2" 1 17 1/2"
drawing sheets, Interior scale drawings are to a constant scale of 1/17.5. Mary views
of gun mounts, gun sights, |/R equipment, radios, stowage, etc. Other subjects are Sd.
Kfz. 171 Panther (all types including JagdPanther), Ds. Kfz. 181 Tiger | (eary, mid and
late production), Sd. Kfz. © FAMO F3 Zugkraftwagens (all types), BergePanzers (sl
types), French Somua Halftracks (all types), German military trucks (many types),
German and Russian armored trains and Panzerdraisines (armaored railway trolieys
rounting German and Russian tank turrets), plus many other subjects. Please send
$5.00 for ten page brechure to AFV/PANZER HISTORICAL RESEARCH CENTER, P.O. Box
2611, Boise, Idaho, 83701. U.S.A. Each brochure comes with & sample scale drawing
(a $5.00 value). Please indicate area of interast pertaining to the above mentioned
military vehicles,

GROWING CANADIAN RESIN MANUFACTURER wishes to contact qualified scratch
builders to build master patterns, We are looking for a variety of items, including armor
and aircraft conversion and detailing parts, diorama accessories, figures and figlre con-
versions. Terms are negotiable. Piease send photos of items you have scratch-built,
along with your particulars (incl. phone number and fax number if available) to
Ampersand Publishing,

WANTED: The Tank Magarine, velurme 7, number 11, Movernber 1984; also looking for
the old Osprey/Vanguard numbers 7, 10, 12, & 14, Call (206) 572-8246.

WANT TO TRADE OR PURCHASE: 1/35 scale kits also 1/9 scale ESCI kits. | would als
like to correspond and trade photos of finished kits. Write for my trade list. Randy Heiler,
650 Springfield Cir., Roseville, CA 95678,

FOR SALE: Armor kits, all types, all scales WW1 1o modem. Send two 32 cent stamps
for fist. Afrika Korps enthusiast wants books, mags and information on the Italian and
German armies in Africa during WWII, Also 1,72, 1/76 and 1,160 =cale armor and
equipment. Always buying kits send me your list. Peter Rechkermmer, 3410 Sands, El
Paso TX 79204,

FOR SALE: ALL KITS ARE UNBUILT, 1/35 DML figure kits. DML Light Seal Support Craft,
some Tamiya armor kits, plus Verinden 1,35 and 120mm kits. For list and price send
L.S.A.S.E. to Danry Trepanier, 10070 Beach Rd. Waukegan IL 60087,

FOR SALE; Older issues Tamiya, ltaleri, Testors/Mtaleri, Airfix, Peerless, ete. 1,/351/32
Scaie. For list send 31 and SASE to: Robert 0. Dawis, 518 Mary St., Marion, Ohio 43302

Would you fike to learn how to airbrush FLOQUIL paint? How to get excelient results in
your use of FLOQUIL paints. | have been using FLOQUIL for aver twenty years with award
winning results, The answers are very simpe and availbale from me. Send FIVE doilars
1o the address below. [ will send you printed literaiure to make your use of FLOQUIL a
pleasant experience. Thank You! Bill Whitley, 311 Sundy Avenue, Endicott, NY, 13760
3201, IPMS #20778.

IVIODELING MAGAZINES AND BOOKS FOR SALE: "IFMS Update”, complete run, first to
last issue (lan. 73March B8), B8 issues in pristine condition $1.50; “IPMS Journal”, vol.
142 complete (12 issues) $25; "Military in Scale” (UK Jan. through Dec, 95 (half price)
$25; Guide to Military Modeling, Guide to Military Vehicles, Guide to Military Dioramas
(UK Military Modeling specials, 438 pp. perfect, half-price) all 3 for $20; German Self
Propelled Guns (from Model Art, Japan) perfect, half price $20; perfect copies of fol-
lowing Schiffer books at half price, German Artillery in World War | $12.50, Histery
of the Panzer Troops $12.50, HG Panzer Division $12.50, Tiger Ace: Life Story of
Michael Wittman $17.50; Panzerheld: The Story of Michael Wittman $18; Datafile
{UK) German Tanks & Formations 1939-45 (94 pp, half price) $5; Tanks lllustrated
#27 Hitler's Panzers (perfect!) $10; Hitler's Samurai; Waffen 35 in Action & Hitler's
Teutonic Knights: 5SS Panzers in Action (two hardbound volumes at half prica) $17;
Rommel: Battles and Campaigns $2.0; Hitler's Teutonic Knights: S5 Panzers in Action

[two hardbourd volumes at half price) $17; Rommel: Battes and Campaigns $10;
Hitler's Legions: German Army Order of Batile, WWIl $9; Encyclopedia of Military
Maodeling {192 pp, all eolor} $10; German Airborne Troops $10. Prices do not include
postage—depanding on the size of your order include an additional $5 or $10 and any
excess will be refunded with your shipment. Jon H. Randoph, 18425 Boone Road,
Columbia Station, Ohio 44028,

WANTED: The following kits in 1,35 scale: #35103 Tamiya—Horse drawn German field
kitchen; #ES5047 ESCl—Horse drawn German supply wagon; #ES5018 ESCl—
German Sdkfz 10/4 with 20mm, 30aa flak and crew; #ES5027 ESCI—German Sdkiz
1C/Hanomag 7 with Panzer Grenadiers; #ES5008 ESCI— Sdifz 10 and M18 light
howitzer; #E55013 ESCl— German Anti-Aircraft with, 20mm flak 30; #HE1132
Heller—French Hotchkiss (H35); #HF1170 Heller—French S0mua  (S35);
#TW{35104) Tamya—German Krupp Protze; #DRE014 DML—Waffen SS tank crew,
#IT219 Italeri—British Crusader MMIIL #1T221 Italeri—Opel Maultier; #1T323 (taleri—
U.S. mil 57mm; #TA35110) Tamiya—U.S. MB self-propelled Howitzer; #TA35074
Tamiya—Tent SetAfri«a Korps; #TA35041 Tamiya—HBritish M-3 Grant Mk |; #TA35011
Tamiya—German PzKpfw 11 Ausf. m/n; #NIDT3 501 Nichimo—Sherman M4AAL,
#T253 [taler—U.5. M4A3 Sherman; Tamiya—Saladin MR, #IT250 |taleri—
Sherman; Tomy—FPatton's Command Vehicle, Will pay for complete unassemoled
kits—will consider semi-assembled. Herminro Ramirez Jr., 216 West 99 St., apt #17,
Mew York, NY 10025, (212) 6650377 anytime.

THE HISTORICAL MINIATURE FIGURE SOCIETY OF COLORADO meets on the first
Thursday of each month from 6:30 P.M. to 8:30 P.M. at the Aurors Central Public Library,
14949 East Alameda Drive, Aurora, CO BOO12. For more info contact, HMFSC, P.O. Box
461562, Aurora, CO, 80046 (303) 6937924

WANTED: will pay top $ for; Italeri or ESCI. Horse drawn convay, Italeri Panzer 38t and
Crusader lil, Tamiya German Feld Kitchen. Squadron/Signal's Panzer Grenadier Division
Gross Deutschland; Panzerjager in Action. Also any Sauadron/Signal or Osprey WWII
Armor books. Send price, condition, phone, and address te Terry Longoria 8601 E. 17th
Ave, Anchorage, Alaska 99504,

FOR SALE BY AUTHOR: Desert Storm Allied Ground Forces Order of Battle. Covers all
U.S. Army, Marine Corps, allied combat units & support units down to brigade/group
level 140+ pages bibliog. $16 + $1.74 postage (USA); postage to Canada $1 85 rest
of world, $4, VA residents add $.72 sales tax. Checks, money orders (US$) only.
Thomas D. Dinackus, 4719 Major Court, Alexandria, VA 22312,

| know this an armor magazine, but | am getting deeper Into armor and need to first get
rid of many of my aircrafl kits, Possibly some rackheads are also airheads. Mosl kits
are 1/48 scale, will also consider swaps for amor kits in 1/35th scale. Plegse
L.5.AS.E. for list of kits to: Robert W, Marshall, 12 Bunn Rd., Hamburg, MJ 07419,

WANTED: all these 1/35 scale parts, accessories & kits (built and unbuilt) that you no
longer want. Miso any IDF reference material you don't want. John Kelsch, 47484 Lee
Village, Ft. Campbell KY, 42223,

FOR SALE: Over 60+ armer kits and 30+ accessories/conversions, all 1/35th. Send
LSASE ta Lance Bevins, P.0O. Box 674, Franklin, NC 28744,

TRADE/SELL: Tamiya 1/16 Leopard remate control (rot R/C); Verlinder 1/15 StuG I1;
Bardai 1/30 Humme'; Mitsuma 1,20 Willys; Czech Master 1,35 StuG V. WANT: ESCI
1,9 Ketterkrad and Triumph 3HW,; Tamiya 1,25 SU-1C0 and 2/16 King Tiger. Also other
large scale armor kits built, unbuilt or damaged. Bob Johnson, 418 Mokelumne River
Drive, Lodi, CA 95240 (209) 369-5017.

FOR TRADE OR SALE: 1,/35th scale modem armor kits and accessories. Tamiya, Italeri,
DML, etc. All unbuilt and in excellent condition. Would like to trade for older issue and/ar
discontinued kits of WMWIl armor, such as Tamiya's M10 Tank Destroyer and
Testor/Italeri’'s M24 Chaffee light tank. For list send 5.A.S.E. to Wilfredo Pacheco Jr,
1955 Sedgwick Ave., Apt #5C, Bronk, NY 10453-2724,

M114A1FE1 RECON VEHICLE: | wish o purchase or trade for the Accurate Armour
1/35th kit w/the Hispano Suiza 20mm. Contact Hank Johnson, 7704 Willow Point Dr.,
Falls Church, WA 22042, (T03) 2040794,

WANTED: “two” 1/35 scale Verinden large German rafts, any condition, or & similar
itern. Tamiya's SdKfz. 2531 fany version. Will consider partally built, Wille A Ward,
Baurnholder CID, Unit #23813, APO AE 09034

Every subscriber to Military Miniatures in Review is entilfed to a free classified
ad for one year. Submit hand or type written copy (no chicken scratchings). There
is no space Himit, but be as brief as you can (don’t be a hog sbout it).
Corrections, sales or omissions should be brought to the attention of the pub-
lisher as soon as possibie to prevent re-occurrence.

VOX-BOX

If you have a message or a service that you would like to offer through
this section, but wish to remain more or less anonymous, we now offer
box numbers. The cost for subscribers is five dollars and the cost for
non-subscribers and commercial customers is fifteen dollars. These
rates are per issue and must be pre-pald. Responses are forwarded
on a weekly basis.
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Tamiya has some grear ne
zdditions to our Militarv
Miniature Series, and as wsu:

1:35 German Tunk Crew af Ress £35203

the difference is in the
details.

So look closely at our new
1/35 Panzerkampfwagen VI

1:700 U.S. Navy DD445 Fletcher #31902
Tiger’s turret. That's none
other than commander Otto
Carius, who has granted
Tamiya full authorization of
this limited edition classic.
That’s the unique kind of
authenticity and attention to

Our attention to detail is S

1:35 German Tiger I Mid Production
Commander Otto Carius (Limited
Edition ) #35202

—

Rl by

T
-
s
—
7

(2

.J

-
2199 TAMIYA AMERICA INC. 2 {

=Ey

i e

B Y

= = E nanural
e 2D g [0 a L.erman
= L § ANINE g OreaK.

Yjong with complete detailing
nstructions, the set alsp
mcludes accessory holsters and
cinoculars plus two 1:35 scale
There are also two significant
new birds in our 1:48 scale air-
craft series. The twin-engined
Aitsubishi Ki-46111 reconnais-

1:48 Mitsubishi Ki-46 IIT

#61045

sance plane, nicknamed the
“Hyakushiki Shitei” by the
Japanese or simply Lhe

“Dinah” by the allies. With a
wingspan of over a foot

--.-‘{"“-._:' =

r II II ."u |' |I 1r-|"l_‘ i IL

1:48 F-510 Mustang (Korea) #6144

(305mm) and detailed replicas
of its 1,500hp radial engines
this is an awesome and beauti-
ful model. Another ace in the
Asian skies was the
Mustang F-51D, with
its menacing shark
tooth grin. Our version
of this Korean conflict
vet features ground
attack payload and
sciluar\e-ended propeller
blades.

Finally, there’s the
U.5. Navy DD445
Fletcher, survivor of
the sea battle at Guadalcanal.
This significant ship is the lat-
est addition to our 1:700
Walerline Series and fealures
detailed bridge, radar and
armaments.

psignificant.

RS

Fivst in quality around the world
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NEW! rioquil military Color Reference
Guide! Out-of-the-bottle matches and

approximates for all major combatants since
1914, keyed to latest research and the
world's largest range of hobby enamels —
Floquil® colors! “Workbench friendly,” too —
with nearly 100 binder-size, loose-leaf pages
for easy updating! Order yours for only
$30.00 pp — directly from Floquil!
{MasterCard & Visa accepted. Please allow
3-4 weeks for delivery.)

LOQUIL~POLLY S

THE MODELERS' COLOR COMPANY

'WORLD’S
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"WAR I

LARGEST
SELECTION
OF WORLD

PAINTS!

Enamels or acrylics!

Nearly 600 authentic

colors to choose from!
From enamels like

Classic Military Colors™ and
Marine Colors™ to our
exciting new POLLY Scale™
acrylics, Floquil~Polly S
offers the world's largest
line of WWII, post-war and
modern hobby paints!
Authentically matched to
latest research and actual
paint chips. Completely
plastic compatible. Airbrush
or brush. Finest, “to-scale”
pigment won't hide even the
smallest details. Ask for
them at all leading hobby
shops! Remember, we
manufacture what we sell —
and have for over 50 years!

FLOQUIL-POLLY S COLOR CORP.
4715 STHWY 30 North
Amsterdam, NY 12010-7417, USA

tel: 518/843-3610




