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" MITSUBISHI’'S MASTERS

Tamiya’s new 1:32 A6M2 Zero
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FLYING BEDSTEA!
Eduard’s 1:48 Polikarpov
Po-2

GRALCEFUL HUNTER

Hunter F Mk 6 in 1:32 from Revell
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04387 Focke Wulf FW 200 ¢-5/C-8 Condor, 1:72

Scourge of the Atlantic

The Focke-Wulf Fw 200

The Focke-Wulf Fw 200 Condor was one of
the world’s first modern long range aircraft,
causing Winston Churchill to nick name it
the “scourge of the Atlantic”.

From 1942 the Fw 200 (-4 was built in large
numbers and was used as a long range
reconnaissance plane and as a bomber,
targeting convoy shipping. One of ils main
tasks was to relay target information to

04340 1:72 Junkers Ju 290 A-S

www.revell.eu

04377 1:72 Heinkel He 111 H-6

German U-boat packs. Most Fw 200's were
equipped with Type FuG 200 ‘Hohentwiel’
shipping radar as characterised by the
nose antennae. Later versions carried the
Hs 293 guided bomb, which was remotely
controlled and delivered a 500kg explosive
payload to its target at around 800km/h.

The Condor was also used as a transport
aircraft which was designated Fw 200 G5/FK.

04521 Junkers Ju 52/3mg4 military

The C-8 series was the last version to be
produced between the autumn of 1943 and
the beginning of 1944. In total some 275
Fw 200' in different versions were built.

For more information on this brand new 1:72
model kit as well as the complete range of
Revell products log on 1o www.revell.eu

Revell =

Build Your Dream!

Available from <TIIISERIE® and all good model stockists. © Revell and Monogram are registered trademarks of Revell-Manogram Ll.c.
Revell GmbH & Co. K6, 64-66 Queensway, Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 SHA. Tel: 01442 250130, Fax: 01442 245619. Email: ukbranch@revell. de Trade enquiries welcome.
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Over the years | am sure many
of you have seen mention of
'Watchmaker's Glue' in vari-
ous international magazines,
well you can now obtain this

in the UK from Little-cars.com.
They have stocks of G-S Hypo
Cement, which comes in a tube
with a hypodermic applicator
and retails for £3.50. For more
details contact info@little-cars.
com or call 01234 T11890.

Luftwaffe Colour

Lifecolor have added two new boxed sets of Luftwaffe acrylic paints to their range

Having done a number of boxed sets of military and figure subjects, Lifecalor have now turned their attention 1o aircraft
The first two boxed sets of six colours are now available and Set | offers RLM 02, 65, 70, 71, 79 & 80, while Set 2 offers
RLM 74, 75, 76, 78, 81 and B2. All of these colours are specific mixes, not matched 1o F5.595 references, and they have
a safin finish. For more details visit The Airbrush Company at www.airbrushes.com or call them on 08700 660445
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Archer
Transfers

| am sure many of you are aware of Archer Fine Transfers from the USA, who
produce a wide range of high quality rub-down transfers. Their latest releases
have been a series of stencils for propellers, comprising Hamilton Standard
logos in 1:32 (#AR200032/$5.95) and 1:48 (#AR20048/55.50), Curtiss
Electric logos in 1:32 (#ARI0032/$7.95) and 1:48 (#ARI0048/$6.50) and
finally, propeller tips and stencil data once again in 1:32 (#AR30032/$5.50)
and 1148 (#AR30048/54.95). For more details on thse and other items in the
Archer range, contact them at info@archertransfers.com or visit www.archer-
transfers.com.
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d PBY Catalin ng with the
heing in full colour. This title is distributed in the UK
hlishing and should vailable f rom all good bookshops
of difficulty contact lan Allan Mail Order on 01455 233747,

by M:li
bt in o

Collector’s
Guide

lan Allan have recently released
this 160 page A5 softhack book,
which is of interest 1o Lufiwaffe
modellers because it includes a
wealth of information and excellent
clear colour photographs of the
various badges, insignia and
equipment carried by Luftwaffe per-
sonnel in WWIL. You can obrain

a copy from all good book shops
for £16.99 (ISBN: 0-T110-3100-2),
or in case of difficulty visit www.
lanallanpublishing.com,
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9 Years 175

This year sees Hasegawa celebrating their B5th anniversary and one of the
special kit releases they have already made has seen the reissue of one of
their earliest aircraft kirs. The scale is not wrong, this is a I:75 kit of the
Mitsubishi FIM Pete (#SP249/¥100), but as a limited edition we are not 100%
sure it will be seen outside Japan

Competition
Winners

The lucky winners for our recent com-
petitions have been drawn, The winner
of the MPM He I77 Greif is Mr Jon
Medhurst of Portsmouth (Hants) and
the winner of the lssue 13 competition
for the Special Hobby Buffalo or Firefly
is Mr Steve Baldwin of Felixstowe
(Suffolk). Thanks to everyone for
entering these competitions and con-
gratulations to the winners, your prizes
will be sent directly to you by MPM.

New-look
Packaging

Mastercasters have recently changed
the packaging of their well-known
sponge sanding and polishing sticks

to allow them to be sold in ‘sets’. The
new packs thus comprise the crescent
grey sander and Miracle Polisher
(#MSTPOLPK) in one bagged set, the
giant Mylar and Zebra and black &
white teardrop sanders (#MSTSANPK)
in another bag, and the three large
sponge sanders in 80, 100, 180 and
600 grit (#MSTSPOPK) in a clear
plastic box/pack. For more details

visit www.mastercasters.co.uk, UK
credit card orders can be done through
Cammett (www.cammen.co.uk), tha
range is stocked in the USA by www.
victorymodels.com, in Canada by www.,
northstar-hobbies.com and in Holland
by www.aviationmegastore.com

UL ARULLLE.

P-450

YAk

P450 is
here!

Having noted in a recent reply to a
reader’'s letter that the Olfa P450
scriber was not readily avallable, we
have now been informed by Little-
cars.com that they have obtained
stock of both the scriber and packs
of spare blades. The former is
£4.20, while packs of five blades
retail for £1.70, so for more details
contact info@little-cars.com or call
0i234 711890

Nieu[port]

Alclad
Masterclass
DVD

MasterClass Models in the
USA ha ently released a
DVD all about natural metal

finishes. Presented by Floye
Werner Jr, the DVD covers all
aspects of abtaining perfect
natural metal finishes and fea-
tures Alclad Il pro
about
with

crs. Just
aspect of working

clad Il is covered in 13
separate sections and for £20
it is an in ment that many
modellers will probably find

cheaper than learning by trial

For more details
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SKILL LEVEL: BEGINNER

BUILT & WRITTEN BY JAMIE HAGGD
FROM THE UK

2l RS

SAND-SCHMITT

© MODEL INFD

SPEC: ICM 172 Messerschmitt Bf ID9E-7/Trop
KIT NO.: 72133 MATERIAL: IM AVAILABILITY:
The Hobby Company Lid (UK Importer) and
ICM stockists woridwide PRICE GUIDE: £5.50

Does the world need another 1:72 Bf 109E | hear you cry, well even with the likes of a Tamiya kit in the equation,

there is still room for improvement, so how does the ICM example shape up?

he kit comes in an end-
opening box rthat is a bit of
a pain but | transferred all
parts into a lid type so it
wasn't 100 bad. Whilst | did so | had a
good look at the parts. The old ICM had
a reputation for leaving a thick mould
release agent all over the sprues, but
| am happy to report that the new ICM
kits don't suffer from rhis. All parts are
well moulded with very nice engraved
lines although some of the details can
be on the soft side and the rear clear
canopy for the older framed canopy was
malformed, | hope this was an isolated
case. With the bits in the box an E-3,
4 and 7 can be modelled as well as the
tropical versions, obviously. The decal
sheet was matt and there were some
minor registration issues but looks good
over all. To sum up the kit in the box
looks very nice indeed but how does it
go together.

You won't be shocked to discover
that construction started in the cockpit.
The detail is good with nice depth to

the sidewall details, Everything was
painted Gunze Sangyo RLM 66, given a
wash with Humbrol matt black and then
matt varished using Xtracrylics superb
acrylic matt. All the bits were then given
a drybrushing of light grey and paint
chips were added with a silver pencil. |
tried 1o add some Eduard seat belts but
the lap straps failed to conform over the
narrow seat, | may not have annealed
them enough or perhaps | was having an
off day so | decided not to bother with
them (my excuse being this is a from
the box review!). The instrument panel
and Revi gunsight were painted with
Tamiya maft black and given a drybrush
of medium grey and then various details
were picked out with colour. | didn't
worry about being too neat as | was
modelling the box top desert machine
and the clear mouldings for the ‘square’
frame are a single piece.

The fuselage halves were chamiered
at the rear join to simulate the panel
lines that run the length of the spine top
and bottom and they were then joined

B Model Airplane International - February 2007

using Tamiya Extra Thin Cement. Take
care here as there are no locating pins
and it is easy for a step 1o appear; if there
is it is down to the modefler I'm afraid, as
the fit is very good indeed. When dry the
cockpit was added from underneath as
was the instrument panel, | left off the

gunsight for obvious reasons.

The wings went together well and
were added to the fuselage, there was
the inevitable gap underneath but this
was sealed with a smear of filler, and
the wing roots were a good fit. Some
minor gaps at the front behind the

-




UREATIVE MODELS LIMITED (

11731/ WE ARE THE NEW EXCLUSIVE IMPORTER AND
DISTRIBUTOR FOR HELLER KITS IN THE UK

HEL52313G 1:72 D-Day Air Assault
HEL80345 1:72 DH 89 Dragon Rapide HEL52904G 1:125 Airbus A380

www.creativemodels.co.uk E-mail: info@creativemodels.co.uk
Unit 2, Honeysome Ind Est., Honeysome Road, Chatteris, Cambs. PE16 6TG
Tel: +44(0)1354 760022 Fax: +44(0)1354 760037
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GREAT TOOLS BUILD GREAT MODELS
ETCHMATE 3C

New 3 Clamp system for additional gripping pressure when
you need it!

Mew high tech composite material replaces low-tech
aluminum

Exclusive folding channel

360-degree reversible spring-lcaded folding head
Mon-reflective surface

6 ¥ x 3 ¥ unobstructed work surface
Pre-assembled, with folding blade and instructions
Crealte straight square foolproof folds each and every time
Quick efficient photo etch alignment

All surfaces utilized for folding

Excellent lor all aspects of scale modeiing

Warks with all scales

90 day guarantae against manufacturing defects!

100% made in the USA

=3 WWW.MISSION MODELS.COM -~ .-
LOG-ON TODAY AND START BUILDING YOUR NEXT PROJECT TOMMORROW « MINIARM « M
pHONE 818 842 1 885 HOURS M-F 8AM TO 5PM OPEN

TO THE PUBLIC FRIDAYS NOON TO 4PM \ IRACH
FAX 818.842.1886 215 W, PALM AVE NO.103 BURBANK, CA 91502 oo o, ~oey

*WARNING MISSION MODELS TOOLS ARE EXTREMELY SHARP! ALWAYS WEAR SAFETY GLASSES
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SKILL LEVEL: BEGINNER

It's not all about grees and greys, but at
least Luftwatte aircraft of the North Africa
theatre are colourfull

radiator were filled with superglue and
sanded smooth. The cowling fitted well
after a few swipes of the sanding stick.
The tailplanes were added minus the
struts, which were fixed in place after
the model was painted. The gunsight
was glued and the canopy, which had
already been masked, was added and
the fit here was OK but it is quite thin
so a little exira effort ks worthwhile.
The model was pre-shaded and
painted using Gunze Sangyo acrylics.
Before the gloss coat | polished the
airframe using the excellent polishing
sticks from Mastercasters. The decals
went on well with the Microscale set-
ting solutions although the registra-
tion is off in a few areas, mainly the
black and white markings. Where |
could thess were trimmed before dip-
ping tham in the water. After a few
light coats of Xtracrylics matt varnish
| began the weathering. The ALM 79
sandy colour was lightened with whife

and thinned heavily; this was then
sprayed in a random fashion
aver the upper surfaces.
The original RLM 79 was
thinned and again sprayed
in a random fashion to again &
break up the monotone y
upper colour. The model was

post shaded with a thin wash

of Tamiya XF-1 (Flat Black) and
XF-10 (Flat Brown) and this
mixture was also used for the
exhaust staining. )
All the fiddly bits were added and
the mode! was done. The under-
carriage legs and the wheels
were not a tight fit so they
do splay out a lirtle too

far, but everything else

fits well and is well -

moulded ﬁ
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SKILL LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

NAVAL TRAINER

Special Hobhy has progressively marketed the Firefly family, with the two-seater being the latest addition

hese machines were rebuilt
from the standard F Mk |
airframes, with no more
than |00 being produced.
The T Mk | was intended for basic pilot
conversion training on this type and
therefore the guns were not installed.
The cannon were mounted in the T Mk
2 version, albeit only two; in addition
they could also carry bombs, flares,
mines, special-purpose containers and
similar sorts of ordnance on underwing
racks.

The content of the familiar Special
Hobby black box is mostly already
familiar, as it is the F Mk | parts supple-
manted with a new fuselage. They are
all cleanly moulded from grey plastic
and feature crisp and fine panel lines;
the smaller parts like cockpit interiors,
wheel and wheel wells, plus some other
details are cast in a beige-colour resin
that is of first class quality. Alse includ-
ed is a small etched fret containing use-
ful items like the instrument panels and
air intake guards. The nicely injected
clear parts taken from the F Mk | kit are
included twice, giving you the option of

any canopy type that might appear on
any particular airframe. The decal sheet
features all the necessary markings and
a nice touch is separately printed code
markings for the wing undersurface
that eliminate the need for time con-
suming measuring and cutting. However
| was pretty surprised by the language
of the stencilling - it's in Czech! For
those of you not fluent in this language,
the stencil placed under the second
cockpit says The second cockpit is
not intended for your girlfriend, but for
the co-pilat’. To be serious, | raised a
question with the manufacturer about
this and was told that it was a mistake
by the graphic designer, which sadly
quality control failed 1o detect either.
The instructions are clear, showing the
differences of both versions and giving
paint references ta the Gunze Sangyo
Agueous and Mr Color ranges.

Before the build commences | rec-
ommend choosing the version you wish
ta model and based on that prepare the
respective parts. | started, not surpris-
ingly, with the cockpits, which are built
up from resin and etched parts. The

O MODDEL INFD

SPEC: Special Hobby I:72 Fairey Firefly

T Mk 1/2 KIT NO.: SHT2050 MATERIALS: IM,
R, PE AVAILABILITY: Hannants (UK Importer)
and Special Hobby stockists worldwide
PRICE GUIDE: £11.25

thick of both resin sidewalls and

fuselage is far from being ‘scale’, but it
doesn't matter if the canopies are going
to be attached closed, | deviated a little
from the assembly instructions and out

I1i%  training aircraft afver all, so deing It in the overall yellow schema is very fitting. Libor has

up the solid overall colour

been caretul in his build 1o preserve the panel lines, as their highlighting is the anly way to break

e

The rwo-seat fuselage is the main new part in the basic Firefly kit, combined with a new coclapit interior

for the ‘back seat’ and a new canopy

of habit | first glued the sidewalls to the
fuselage halves, instead of making a
complete ‘hathtub’ that should be then
fitted from below. The only minor fit
problem occurred at the fuselage front
where the cooler's front face meets
the fuselage opening and at the cooler
exhaust duct. Fortunately all that had
10 be done here was just a little sanding
and filling of small gaps with fine-grade
putty (Green Squadron putty worked
well here). Otherwise all went together
without trouble and just cleaning the
joint lines with a sanding stick was

sufficient,

Next | moved on to the wing assem-
bly; the first task here was installing
the wheel well resin inserts. To get the
wing halves together | needed to sand
down a bit of the inner surfaces of the
upper wings. The same treatment was
also applied to the
wing trailing edge
in order to reduce
its thickness. The
wheel well was then
sprayed Interior
Green and slightly

10 Model Airplane International - February 2007
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weathered with black oil paint, in prep-
aration for getting all the sub-assem-
blies ready for joining to the fuselage.
Actually this turned out to be the most
difficult part of the build, because the fit
was really poor. On one side there was a
gap of 2mm, while on the other side the
same amount of material overlapped?
The bettom joints in this area were also
far from perfection and | had no choice
but 1o fill the gaps with plasticard and
sand the areas smooth after sealing them
with cyanoacrylate. The opening under
the fuselage for the arrestor hook storage
had 1o be extended by few millimetres and
the part itself should be aligned with the
wing before the glue sers 1o avoid unnec-

essary sanding and filling.

The other unpleasant surprise that
awaited me was when | tried to attach
the canopies, While the rear one fitted
more or less satisfactorily, the front one
did not, so again filler became the order
of the day. | recommend that to pratect
the clear parts during sanding a piece
of thick tape be applied, however | still
managed to scratch the canopy a lintle!
To remove these scratches | used the
following combination: fine grade wet
'n’ dry, nail buffing pad, Gunze Sangyo
Superfine Compound and a final coat of
Johnson Klear (Future). On the wing tips
and rudder | added pleces of clear plastic
to represent the position lights, while

The boxart is a bit mishoading, as it shows an
FAA machi thout the wing s this
machine s a T Mk 2 it shoubd retain one 20mm
cannon in each wing, as only the T Mk | had rhe
armament removed

the landing light reflector came from the
Griffon etched set which was then ‘glazed’
with a piece of clear adhesive tape.

MNow | masked off the canopies using
the Montex masks intended for the
F Mk | kit, as they are applicable to
this kit as well. The black foil adhered
pretty well, but at the curvatures |
helped it bed down by softening it with
hat air from a hairdryer. After spray-
ing a coat of Mr Surfacer | applied
rivets with a riveting (Pounce) wheel
and then applied a white undercoat in
preparation for the yellow paint (the
white undercoat helps to avoid the
yellow from picking up darker hues
due 1o the plastic or primer shade
underneath). Having sprayed on sev-
eral thin coats of yellow and allowing
them ta tharoughly dry, | polished the
surface to a high gloss with Gunze
Sangyo Superfine Compound in order
to get the smoothest surface for the
decal application. The decals are by

The two-seat Firefly looks very difforemt
from its feflows, and it has shways boon 5
popular comvervion subject in the past Now
though you can make one straght from
the bax

Aviprint and are of very high quality,
being opague and printed in perfect
register. | just helped them to settle
down on the model with a few drops

of Microscale Set & Sol. The wing
walkways | opted to cut from a piece
of black decal, instead of painting
them on. The kit features three mark-
ing options, an overall yellow T Mk |

of the FAA and Dutch Navy from late
1940s, and an overall silver T Mk 2
operated in 1851 from the Eglinton. The
colour picture of the T Mk | Z2027 |
found in my references shows that the
windshield frames of the rear cockpit
were painted black, which is something
the instructions omitted 1o mention.

| slightly accentuated the panel lines
with dark oil paint and then glued on
the remaining small bits like the wheel
covers, propeller, mirrors ete. At the
very end the kit was given an even
coat of semi-gloss Super Clear varnish
from Gunze Sangyo. m

FINAL VERDICT

&t
I 5
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BUILT & WRITTEN BY JAMIE HAGGO
FROM THE UK

© MDDEL INFOD
SPEC: Dragon 1:48 Focke-Wulf Fw 190A-7 with
slipper tanks KIT NO.- 5545 MATERIALS: IM,

PE AVAILABILITY: The Hobby Company Ltd
{UK Imparter) and Dragon stockists world-

SLIP-SHOD

Dragon continue to find life in an old dog, with the release of the Fw 190A-series complete with slipper tanks

he Trimaster moulds are now
about 20 years old and 1o be
honest are really starting to
show their age. More than
one panel line was faint and needed
rescribing and there was evidence of
mould wear all over the airframe.

| had heard all the horror stories
regarding the fit of the Fw 190 series kits
and $0 came up with an idea to try and
draw the viewer's eye away from any
less than tidy construction. My idea was
to fivet the entire airframe using MDC's
riveting 1ool. This comes in the form of a
wooden handle into which a steel punch
is inserted, when pressure is excerpted
onto the plastic a tiny circle is formed
simulating a flush rivet. An etched guide
is supplied which keeps the rivets straight
and evenly spaced. This system gives in
my opinion a much more accurate rivet
than say a pounce wheel but there is one
massive disadvantage, each rivet has to
be applied individually and yes you are
right, it is unbelievably tedious.

Whan the masochism of the riveting
was over | could start bullding. The first
thing | did was to prime the etched steel
parts with Halfords primer in prepara-
tion for building the cockpit, Dragon’s
cockpit is well detailed and fortunately
the side consoles are not in etched
matal as this can make them look a lit-
tie flat, the injection pieces had good
relief and are very accurate. All the
cockpit components had a base coat
of Gunze Sangyo RLM B6 sprayed, as
well as being a good colour match their
paint dries semi-gloss, which makes
the subsequent washes easier. The
wash was made up from Humbrol marn
black and turpentine and when dry |
drybrushed the components with a mid
grey mixed from Humbrol enamels. With
no instrument decals the dials on the
instrument panel were picked out with
paint using a small brush and a steady
hand. German instruments were colour
coded so the relevant bezels received
a dash of colour. When | was satisfied

with the panel the dials had a drop of
Xtracrylics gloss applied to simulate the
glass. The seat is well formed and has
an etched piece that attaches to the
back. | have not seen this on any other
kit and my references came up blank,
also | wasn't sure if it was supposed

1o wrap around the seat or not. Given
that the etched marerial s possibly

the hardest material known to man |
elected not to fry and bend it round

the seat back. | used Eduard coloured
etched seat belts and glued the lap
straps to the seat but left off the shoul-
der straps as the anchor point is on the
shelf behind the seat. When the cockpit
was completed it was put 1o one side as
it can be added to the joined fuselage
halves from beneath.

Talking of the fuselage, | am a bit
confused? There is an untidy joint line
at the rear fuselage where Dragon
has grafied on a new tail. | placed one
of the fuselage halves against a set
of plans for a standard A-B but they

maiched, odd? The illustration on the
box has an odd looking tail, it looks like
an early version with the original aerial
eniry point but stretched vertically, this
could just be the artist’s impression
though. The instructions make no men-
tion of modifying the aerial attachment.
Confused yet? | had a look at a couple
of grainy photographs of "White 7" and
although not that clear the tail looks
like a normal A-series unit to me. All |
did therefore was clean up the scar and
rescribe the panel lines, a skill which |
am still trying to get to grips with.

With this preparation done the fuse-
lage was glued together. The fit wasn't
great and filler was used 1o cover up
a step on the forward tail fin and the
underside. When rubbed back any lost
surface detail and rivets were restored,
Befare the wings can be joined the
wheel wells were painted with Gunze
Sangyo ALM 02 and weathered in my
normal way i.e., a wash. a drybrush,
post-shading with Tamiya black and

12 Model Airplane International - February 2007
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The slipper tanks certainly change the outline of
the Fw 180. The basic kit can still carch out the
unwary though, so be warned

The basic kit has boon around for 20 years
now, but the addition of the experimental
slipper tanks does allow Dragon to offer an
unusual subject without the inherent casts of
doing it all from seratch

red brown and finally another drybrush.

With all the details added the wheel
well was added to the lower wing. | had
heard that the wing to fuselage joint
was not the best so | offered up one of
the top wings to the fuselage; the fuse-
lage root is dead straight whereas the
wing is concave. To make this join bet-
ter and to save undoing all that riveting
with filling and rubbing down a strip

of Sthou plastic card was glued onto
the wing root. When dry the root was
filed with a straight needie file until the
grey plastic started to show through at
the leading and trailing edges. When |
offered up the wing the join was almost
perfect. Both 1op surfaces were glued
onto the one-piece lower surface but

| left the inner third unglued, this was
because when | dry firted the wing
assembly to the fuselage | could see
there were going to be real problems
with the join. This also revealed the
wheel well did not fit and a nasty gap
appeared at the front. Either the door

cutouls
are too
narrow or the
wheel wells them-
selves are wrong,

The cowl-
ing is a known
problem with
the Trimaster/Dragon
kits and ageing moulds have not
helped. With a little bit of super-
glue/accelerator and brute force it
behaved enough to look OK but a resin
replacemant is the best solution. The
rest of the construction was without
problem.

The airframe was painted with Gunze
Sangyo paints and weathered with
washes post shading. | used the kit
decals and thoroughly recommend them
being thin and opague. Don't use the
stronger setting solutions however as
| managed to melt and distort the wing
crosses, which were repaired using
masking tape and paint, ®

Dragon always do fantastic
artwork on their boxes, it is one
of the most appealing aspects
and probably what draws most
people’s attention to them.

R ST 3 A IR

- i
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SKILL LEVEL: ADVANCED
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FLYING BEDSTEAD

Due to the slow monotonous clatter of its engine, the German soldiers on the Eastern Front called it Nahmaschine
[sewing machine]. They soon learnt to dread the endless nightly nuisance attacks that would wreck their already
taut nerves, deprive them of precious sleep and ultimately sap their moral.

n

14 Model Airplane International - February 2007
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©O MODEL INFO

SPEC: Eduard |:48 Polikarpay Po-2 VS
KIT MO.: 1112 MATERIALS: IM, PE
AVAILABILITY: Hannants & LSA Models
(UK Distribition) and Eduard stockists
worldwide PRICE GUIDE: £21,60

Ithough initially daylight

losses were intolerable,

when switched to these low-

level night operations the
Po-2 excelled. Predictably for an early
1928 design it was slow and with its
wood and fabric construction relatively
fragile, but in its favour it was highly
manoeuvrable, stable and easy to fly.
Coupled with ease of production and
maintenance and backed with a surplus
of pilots, the Po-2 certainly met Russian
requirements.

NICE CHOICE

I am glad that Eduard have the vision
to pick up on some very interesting
subjects, and if like me you have an
interest in WWI and WWII subjects you
will find that a WWII biplane bridges
the two eras and nicely fits the bill.
Knowing of Eduard’s excellent track
record with WWI biplanes it was no
surprise to look through the box and
see the quality of the contents. The
plastic detail and rendition of the rib-
bing looked great, and the massive
etched fret looked likely to supply all
the fiddly little detail bits that bring

@ biplane to life, and give such crazy
modellers willing to take on the rask
the nightmarish shakes! Coupled with
no fewer than six colourful marking
options and a small sheet of masks, it
looked very tempting.

METAL BEGINNINGS
It was time 1o start 1o try 1o utilise that
great big aiched fret and the outer
fuselage sides were an ideal place
to begin. The instructions show the
areas of plastic detail that have 1o be
remaved in readiness for the direct
replacement with the etched
alternatives. These were carved out
with a scalpel before the tiny etched
parts were superglued in place. Areas
such as the strut and undercarriage
support mounts were replaced and
various control levers and control
horns for the elevator and rudder wires
were added, with at least 20 etched
pieces for the fuselage sides alone, 1o
give a busy if somewhat fragile
end result,

Switching to the inside of the
fuselage, further etched parts are used
1o fill in the cockpit sides. Compared 1o

other contemporary WWII aircraft the
controls are simple and are sandwiched
between the wooden framework.
Because the sides will later be boxed in
from above, it was sufficient to finish
the sides with a light grey base coat
and a quick dark wash to show up the
interior framework.

The first steps had now been
addressed but | was sure that the
etched fret looked almost as full as
when | started!

GREAT SEATS

It's not aften | get exited about seats,
but the etched seats for the pilot and
gunner are a work of art and are a
credit to Eduard’s continuing atten-
tion to detail. The flat metal seats have
to be carefully bent into shape and

a combination of further metal and
plastic parts contribute 1o the lovely
representation. The effect is perfectly
framed by a full set of excellent har-
nesses thal were painted a creamy




Mili'iz:aﬁ\fexi.com

SKILL LEVEL: ADVANCED

STEP BY STEP GUIDE - INTERIOR

Photo-etched detail - controls and bracing brackets

A guick paint job to highlight the framework - not too

detailed a finish is required

“The instructions show the areas of plastic detail

The seat belts painted
and installed

that have to be removed in readiness for the direct
replacement with the etched alternatives”

white colour, or 'sail’ as the instruc-
tions call it, and draped over the metal
seats. The remainder of the cockpit
floor with pedals and control sticks
follows a regular path and coupled
with a set of instrument panels made
of a combination of metal and printed
acetate sheets, gives a well balanced
open cockpit that, | hasten to add. is
thankfully very visible once the model
is completed.

WING ALIGNMENT

Quite a few modellers shy away from
building biplanes because of worries
about the fiddly assembly and align-
ment of the wings and struts. With a bit
of planning and care it shouldn’t pose

Resin and photo-
etched parts for
the engine paint-
ed and ready for
assembly

any problems though. | started off by
getting the lower wing dihedral right.
This involved nothing mare than lifting
the left and right wing tips up by the
same amount. | marked the fuselage
and lower wing assembly on a piece of
plasticard and glued two square plastic
strips on the card 10 coincide with the
wing tips. By resting the fuselage with
lower wings centrally on the marked
card, the tips were pressed up by the
square strips by the same amount to
give the correct dihedral. Using the
same card principle the three-piece
upper wing was assembled and tacked
together then pressed down agains!
the square strips to give dihedral that
matched the lower wings.

16 Model Airplane International - February 2007

Interior detail is quite sparse

shape

STRUT ALIGNMENT
The second stage of align-
ment is to get the correct angle
on the outer wing struts and inner
cabane struts, as they are not verti-
cal but slant outwards. It was just a
simple matier of cufting out a piece of
plasticard to act as the top wing and
gluing in a 'T" piece of card to mark the
central point of the wing. The anchor
holes for all the struts were marked
and drilled into the card wing. The
struts were then tacked in position on
the lower wing before the top card wing
was pushed down onto the strut tops
By centralising the ‘T piece of the card
wing with the central point of the fuse-
lage, it should guarantee that all the

The phote-eiched seais
need 1o be bent into

The cockpit sub-assemblies ready for glue

angles of the struts will end up equal.
When you are happy with the result,
the struts in the jower wing are perma-
nently glued in with liquid cement and
when dry, the card is removed.

Phew, | hope that makes sense as,
to be honest, it is harder to describe
the process than to actually do it.

SEX!

Sorry, nothing to do with sex, but after the
plod through the alignment stages | thought
T'd bemer get your full attention back...!

o

The exhaust assembly
requires care with fitting
and alignment
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Mast of our detail work on radial
engines is crammed behind stream-
lined covers and usually therefore goes
unnoticed, but not in this case. The fully
exposed engine complete with exhaust
stacks and ignition harmmesses provides
the visual focal point for the entire model
and justifies the input. Eduard do well
again and provide all that is required for
a tasty little unit, including etched har-
ness and drilled-out exhaust pipes.

One word of warning though, you
have to concentrate on getting the
exhaust pipes correctly placed and
properly aligned, so constant checking
against the front fuselage cowl is advis-
able, and Eduard help us along here by
providing clear diagrams of the exhaust
positioning.

The ignition harness is carefully
added to the engine

ROLL ON

The main construction consists of the
assembly of the rudder, 1allplanes and
main undercarriage and again align-
ment is the main task as the fit of all
the sub-assemblies is creditably fault-
less. One area that had 1o be improved
was the lower wing landing light. The
solid plastic lens was therefore drilled

out and replaced with a drop of Clearfix,

At this point all the etched control
horns that actuate the controls such
as ailerons, rudder and elevators have
to be glued in position. Another lovely
etched piece is provided for the belly of

the aircraft and really adds to the detail.

Further etched anchor grips for the rig-
ging were also carefully added, and at
this point handling the aircraft without

knocking bits off is akin to negotiating a
minefield' Bofore further assembly with
the top wing, it must be remembered
thart the paint has to be applied now, as
is the norm with biplane construction
because it would be very difficult later
on, Grey primer was therefore sprayed
on in readiness for the paintwork and o
blend in all the photo-etched
components,

PAINTING

| started off by spraying the underside
blue base coat. onto which | added a
darkened version of the blue to post-
shade along the control lines and to
emphasise the ribbing. Trying 1o mask
around the blue before the applica-
tion of the top colours was basically a

nightmare but with care was navigated.
I liked the look of a late-war three-
colour scheme of AMT-I Green, AMT-4
Brown and AMT-I12 Dark Grey, of the
9th GNBAP [Guards Night Bomber Air
Regiment.]. The rendition of these col-
ours in Eduard’s colour painting profiles
follows the AMT directive but visually
the shades depicted look wrong, possi-
biy due to printing limitations more than
anything eise. | chose to follow my own
references principally from the profiles
of the same aircraft in the excellent MBI
Madel File. which | found invaluable
throughout the build (See references)
The first colour to go on was the
green for which | used Field Green,
which is a shade lighter than the Dlive
Drab suggested in the instructions, As ~ »

ready for
ingtallation

February 2007 - Model Airplane International 17
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SKILL LEVEL: ADVANCED

STEP BY STEP GUIDE - ASSEMBLY

The machine gun made from etched and plastic components

Photo-etched dotail on the lower fusolage

Using the same card and strips the same dibedral can be given to the top wing

The struts are positioned correctly by using a jig made of plasticard to simulate the top
wing This has the holes drilled at the cormect locations

18 Model Airplane International - February 2007
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with the underside blue | added some
post-shading. which if not overdone, |
find can give nicely controlled subtle
results, Next was the light brown and
| mixed this from Sandy Brown with

a touch of white. Eduard recommend
Flat Earth for this colour, but | thought
that looked a bit dark. To finish off
the scheme, the dark, aimost black
grey, was finally added, and into this

| sprayed slightly lighter grey patches
1o vary the effect. All the camouflage
was sprayed freehand to give a faded
demarcation line between the main
colours.

The format used for the
wing assembly

The decals were added over the
customary gloss coat and went on well
without any nasty surprises.

RIGGING & WINDSHIELDS

With the painting complete, the
assembly could now be finalised.
Before the top wing could be glued
in position the windshields had to

be attached and the rigging threads
added to the underside of the top
wing. The windshields have 1o be cut
out of a clear sheet and my advice
here is for the pieces to be carefully
warmed up and curved 1o the correct

When the struts are firmly glued 1o the
lower wing the card can be remaved

shape. This helps as the contact area
on the thin sheet, for gluing purposes,
is tiny, so it pays for them to happily
snuggle down on the fuselage as that
reduces the pressure and subseguent
chances of the springy shields pinging
off into oblivion!

For the rigging cables, | used
Aeroclub’s Lycra thread that was
coloured with a dark brown marker
before use. This is a very user-friendly
stretchable fine thread and is easy to
position and glue down. The method
| used was to firstly add a drop of
accelerator to the rigging anchor

The arrows show the strips added 10
the card to raise the wing tips to give
the right dihedral ro the lower wings

-

points and a dab of supergiue 1o the
thread tip. The thread could then be
stretched over to the anchor point
with some pointed tweezers and
would guickly bond when the glue and
accelerator met. Patience is the name
of the game here and a calm head is
needed when some drastic movement
pings off a pre-glued thread!

Photos of Po-2s show two thin
rods attached across the wing brac-
ing. These rods acted as dampers and
prevented excessive vibrations of the
bracing wires, and were easily repro-
duced with some thin plastic rod.

February 2007 - Medel Airplane International 19
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SKILL LEVEL: ADVANCED

This is & very, very fragile model once completed (Andy had to effect rapid repairs after damage in the
studia), but this is ail down to the finesse of detail Eduard have achieved with photo-etched and Gavia
did with their initial moulding of the plastic parts

“The fully exposed engine complete with exhaust
stacks and ignition harnesses provides the visual
focal point for the entire model and justifies the

input”

THE BITE: ARMAMENT

The offensive load and defensive rear
gun was not really so much a bite as

a nibble, but the accumulative effect

of continuous raids with the light anti-
personnel bombs was still effective. Six
such bombs are supplied with etched
detailing for the racks. To finish these off
| added threads to replicate the Bowden
cables that led through the floor into
the gunner’s cockpit and which allowed
him 10 release the bombs. | also added
the red security rods that led from the
racks to the tips of the bombs. These
held the bomb fuse activating propellers
in a locked position until bomb release,
which subsequent armed the fuse

Tha detail on the bombs:
and racks are probably
one of the best examples
of why photo-etched is
s0 superior fo plastic

To round off, the very impressive
rear gun with etched sights and
mounting was added

AND TO FINISH

Just a little weathering was
added around the control areas
with a light brown acrylic wash plus
some Light Earth pastel powder
dabbed on the wheels and on the
wooden plank wing walkways

| also sprayed a bit of exhaust
staining around the general
affected areas with brown and
black acrylics and dirtied up the
bright decals to match the
overall finish. =

20 Model Airplane International - February 2007

STEP BY STEP GUIDE -
FINAL DETAILS

o \‘

The rigging is superglued to the underside of the rap wing

Belors the top wing is added the windsereens have ro be installed

Was it worth the elfort?

Definitaly. | love
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SKILL LEVEL: BEGINNER

BUILT R WRITTEN BY NICK J

| WIBMAN FROM THE UK
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GLY DUCKLING

None of the aircraft designs pitted against Fairey were what you could term as attractive, so maybe it is no surprise
that as a subject the Gannet has not been a favourite with the mainstream kit manufacturers, until now...

onsidering just how well

used the type was, and that

even included in foreign

service, it is amazing to
think that this is only the second
injected kit of the type ever made! The
first was the Frog example in the 1960s
and this new kit from Trumpeter |s just
about as big a quantum leap as you
could get in comparison!

O MODEL INFO

SPEC: Trumpeter I:72 Fairey Ganner AS
Mk 1/4 KIT NO_: 01629 MATERIALS: M
AVAILABILITY: Pockethond Ltd (UK
Importer) and Trumpeter stockists
worldwide PRICE CUIDE: £12.99

THE BUILD

The first three stages of construc-

tion cover the two cockpits (basically
three different sections for each crew
member but represented in the kit as
one tandem and one single cockpit, so
to speak), and the detail in these areas
is bagic with rudimentary instrument
panels and no seat belts or sidewall
details. | wasn't overly bothered as
rolatively littie would be seen later, due
the small cockpits and transparencies,
and so | deviated from the kit instruc-
tians by painting both cockpit tubs
and interior surfaces of the fuselage
halves in black even though the kit
instructions state 'Grey Blue’ for most

of the interiors with black sidewalls.
The instrument panels were drybrushed
with white to help bring some of the
details out and | added seat belts made
from the foil found in cigarerte packets
and glued the sidewalls, bulkheads and
instrumant panels 1o the corresponding
floors. The seats were then added thus
completing this stage.

TO WEIGHT OR NOT T0 WEIGHT...
Strangely enough no mention of adding
nose weight is made in the kit instruc-
tions, but the madel ideally needs some,
as it is very tall-heavy. The problem
here is that with weight added the

main undercarriage legs would barely

Jo

e

last a week, | suspect, before the axles
bent thus causing the main wheels to
cant at some odd-looking angle (metal
undercarriage legs would be ideal. hint,
hint!). The radome should not be used
as a rest (it is automatically retracted
as the undercarriage is lowered) and so
this would be inaccurate. | have never
liked tail props but here | decided to use
one later in the form of a small piece of
wire that looks a bit like a whip aerial.
The best way, apart from metal under-
carriage legs, would be to mount the
maodel permanently on a base with the
nose gear pinned down,

The kit has a double wing-spar sec-
tion which gives strength to the wing

‘ﬂ

Befers starting m_..“ Polly Scale acrylic: Dimensions
B Cyanoacrylate & Accelerator Alclad i lacquer: British Extra Dark Sea Grey Span - 54ft 4in (16.56m)
B Tamiya Extra Thin Cement Aluminium Matt Varnish Length - 43f1 Oin (13.1im)
B Tamiya masking tape Jet Exhaust inl ! Height - 13t 8.5in (4.18m)
W Sidecutrers Steel Rowney
W Tweezers Ik e Dimensions - 172
B Micro-mesh Halfords (aerosol) acrylic: Span - 230mm
W Microscale  “moscet | Nhoscat pou coriioe

Micro Set & Sol  “i=y* _3“’ E_-;mnnr

decal solutions  “mme” e Sky

5 L

& Always ensure that you work in a well-ventilated area when using solvents
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Baing a more modern aircratt the Gannet is covered in stencils. few of these are in the kit but we will not The wheel wells are doep, as you can see, but at least they are boxed in so detailing will be casy if you opt
be surprised to see aftermarker sheets coming out before 1o long 10 g0 dowi that route

February 2007 - Model Airplane International 23
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STEP BY STEP GUIDE - ASSEMBLY

B

The constituent parts of the main and rear cockpits are just tost-fitted hore

Not that much of the cockpits is reafly visible once the fuselage halves are closed up, but the twin-spar

part can clearly be seen_nice idea!

The completed cockpits, note the added seat beits and basic level of detail

v

The radome is housed in a separate insert, indicating other versions of the Gannet will be kitted [The trainer
version is now avalable and we bet the AEW version will not be long arriving sither - Ed]

“Strangely enough no mention of adding nose weight is made in the kit instructions, but the model ideally need

= jpins, and this part along with the

cockpits and nosewheel bay are glued
into the left fuselage half, then the
halves are joined together. The nose
comes as a separate item so this was
glued in place, taking care to align i1,
and the ‘bumps’ on each side of the
main cockpit were added. In addition,
an insert on the lower fuselage (clearly
engineered to incorporate other vari-
ants of the Gannet), houses the radome

and this was also instalied. The firs all
round were very good and although the
instructions state that the undercar-
riage should be made next, | skipped
this stage, and made up the wings.
Each wing consists of a top and bottom
half, as dao the tailplanes, and although
the fit was fine the trailing edges need
some thinning as they are too thick. The
tour flap sections all have sink marks
and so these were filled and put aside

24 Model Airplane International - February 2007

to dry. The one-piece aillerons were
installed in the wings, while the tail-
planes were made at this time. To make
painting easier the vertical finlets were
left off for now. A trial fit of the wings to
the fuselage showed impressively good
joins, considering the complex curves
at this point, so to make the paint

job easier by reducing the amaunt of
masking, the wings and tailplanes were
left off for now (unusually enough!).

Sky and Extra Dark Sea Groy applied

Once these sub-assemblies had dried,
all the joins were sanded smoath and
rescribed where necessary, followed by
a coat of Halfords Grey Primer overall
1o show any flaws and to provide a base
coat for the subsequent painting.

PAINTING & DECALS

Tamiya XF-2| Sky was first applied to
the fuselage and vertical finlets, and
to the lower surfaces of the wings and
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Note the thick trailing odge. just inboard of the aileron

some, as it is very tail heavy”

tailplanes. Once dry. these areas were
masked off ready for the application
of Extra Dark Sea Grey. Tamiya tape
sliced into thin strips aided masking
the curves around the nose and rear
fuselage, while 'uncut’ masking tape
was then laid over that to hold every-
thing rogether, because otherwise the
thin tapes can shift a little. All tape was
rubbed down thoroughly with the end
of a paintbrush handle to help ensure
crisp demarcation. Of note here is the

fact that | didn't mask the grey area
around the exhausts just yet as it would
be easier to mask and paint that sepa-
rately fater. Polly S British Extra Dark
Sea Grey was applied, lightened here
and there fo add some subtle variation.
Once all the masking was removed.
a coat of Tamiya Clear from an aerosol
can (T5-13) was applied overall to pro-
vide a decal-ready surface. Any small
runs that may occur around the exhaust
areas can be wiped off carefully with a

A small amount of fillor was needed to help tidy up a few of the joints

cockrail stick and there is no need for
touching up as the clear coat forms a
barrier and protects the paint surface
underneath. Once the clear had dried.
the areas around the exhausts were
masked off and sprayed Extra Dark Sea
Grey as before. Once dry. a coat of TS-
13 was sprayed over these areas thus
completing the painting stages.

The decals have good colour density
and are thin but slightly out of register
in some places (the roundels) unfor-

The decals applied to the tuselage and wings

tunately. Apart from that they sertied
down nicely with Micro Set and Sol,
and once dry another coat of TS-13 was

_applied to seal them in.

FINAL ASSEMBLY

Once everything was dry the main
wings were slid into place over the
spars and secured with some Tamiya
Extra Thin Cement carefully run into
the wing root. The tailplanes were fixed
in the same manner along with the

February 2007 - Model Airplane International 25
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Designed for a specific
purpose, the Gannet (s
anything but protiy!

“The decals have good colour density and are thin
but slightly out of register in some places (the

roundels) unfortunately”

vertical finlets. The exhausts are a tight
fit and so need to be filed or sanded
down to obtain a better fit. They can
then be sprayed with Alclad Il Steel and
Exhaust, and the deepest part of each
was painted black to give an impres-
sion of depth (as they are a tad shal-
low) before they were glued in place.
Watercolours were used in some panel
lines to help 1o take away the blandness
of certain arcas. A medium grey (mixed
black and white) was used for the Sky
areas while a lighter tone was used for
the Extra Dark Sea Grey.

The undercarriage units were
sprayed Alclad Il Aluminium and fit-
ted in place along with their respec-
tive braces. The wheels fit nicely but
you need 1o be careful when adding
the twin nosewhesls as the axles are
very small and the wheels need to be

glued into position firmly. | say this as |
thought I'd glued them on DK, but one
came off and it took me half an hour to
finally retrieve it from the carpet! The
only thing needed for the undercarriage
is 1o ‘flatten’ the tyres to make them
look more realistic. | had no problems
with any of the undercarriage doors,
although they are all a tad thick.

The parts for the contra-rotating
propellers are well moulded and each
spinner comprises two parts, with all
the blades being separate pieces. |
found that it was easier to paint all the
jparts first in their respective colours,
and then glue them together.

DISASTER MEARLY STRINES...

So far the radome had been in the
‘down’ position, which is incorrect
as mentioned earlier, but due to the
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layers of paint and TS-13 it would not
budge into the ‘'up’ position! Therefare
| placed five or six layers of tape onto
the top of the radome to protect the
paint surface, and had 1o literally
hammer the radome in..expecting

to see the model disintegrate at the
same time! | used a small hammer

and holding the model in the other
hand, carefully tapped the radoma.
Thankfully the model wasn't damaged
at all from the series of impacts, but
in hindsight | would recommend that
it is far easier (and safer!) to glue the
radome in the ‘up’ position right from
the start! -»
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Fairey Gannet AS Mk |, WN450, 337/0, No.B24 Naval Air Squadron, HMS Ark Royal, 1956, Extra Dark
Sea Grey/Sky finish with black spinner and ng: roundels in six positions. Serial ropeated below
wings, reading from leading edge below port and from trailing edge below starboard. reading from lead-
ing edge below port and from trailing edge below starboard: unit crest on fin

Abave: Fairey Gannet AS Mk 4, XAS4T, 347, No.B25 Naval Air
Squadron. ANAS Culdrose, 1957 Red/white checks on finlets:
unit badge below windscreen

Below: Fairey Gannet AS Mk |, XA434, 830/M, No.T25
Squadron, HMS Melbourne, Royal

Australian Navy, 1962 4( 3 ;‘r

Above: Fairey Gannet AS Mk I, UA-IDS,
Marineflicgergeschwader 2, October 1961, Mote ‘05 in yellow
on wing leading edges

Below: Fairey Gannet AS Mk 4, AS-13 (ex-WN352),

February 2007 - Model Airplane International 27
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STEP BY STEP GUIDE - FINAL ASSEMBLY

All tour flaps have sink marks that need filling
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The flaps in place The kit windscreen and canopies, note the prominen! moulding seams. The hood on the right has had the
seam scraped off with a scalpel and polishing (using Micromesh) has begun

Here the weathering on the fuselage sides can be seen, along with the contra-rotating propeller assembly The wing tip and navigation lights

’ i -_:_‘:'Tl_,:-_lul :_ :';,'- =1

I thare i3 a down side to This hﬁlr—u
3. which are oo thick aad

2 prominent scam lines fo P
1iudi om somn vire- faresd aamples!
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“The wheels fit nicely but you need to bhe
careful when adding the twin nosewheels as

the axles are very small and the wheels need
to be glued into position firmly. 1 say this as |

thought I'd glued them on OK, but one came
off and it took me half an hour to finally
retrieve it from the ‘George the

parteating carpet’!”

Hopetully the attermarket will come 1o our aid
with a wing fold, detailed cockpit and some vac-
tormed canopies - we don't want much

do we!

= A small hole was drilled into the under-
side of the model and a small piece of

piano wire was inserted 1o hold the tail up,

The flaps are a bit tricky to add as they all
have to be aligned correctly, but here the
moulded brackets help. The model was
given an overall coat of Xtracrylix mart
varnish with soma of it tinted with a drop
of white and applied 1o areas 1o give a
slightly taded appearance. This method is
very simple and works fine for such areas
but you need to be very sparing with the
white. The more coats that are applied,
the more faded the paint will appear.

WEATHERING

Most models of FAA aircraft

that | have seen all look pristine
and very clean, but the real aircraft
could actually take a fair batter-

ing from the elements. | wanted to
weather this model, so oll paints
were used for the job. The surface
of the model was ‘wetted’ in areas
(the sides of fuselage and top inner
wing sections mainly) with
turpentine (not too much!) and then
a diluted black oil paint was streaked
onto the fuselage and also applied
to the wings, then left for a day to
dry thoroughly. An HB pencil was
then used to simulate paint

chipping
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THE TRANSPARENCIES

On seeing these parts | felt them to be
the worst areas of the kit. They are rela-
tively thick and have prominent mould-
ing seams tha! need to be removed. The
seams weren'l too problematic as they
wore eliminated by carefully seraping
with a scalpel followed by polishing
using Micro-mesh, starting with 1800
grit and working through to 12000 grit
betore finishing off with a good polish
with Bare-Metal Plastic Polish. As these
parts are small | dispensed with interior
colours for the frames, and using Exira
Dark Sea Grey the frames on each clear
section (including the nicely moulded
wiper on the windscreen) were painted
freshand. This took quite some time and

was made slightly more difficult in that
the polishing process had reduced the
prominence of the frames somewhat,

in places. The end results look better
than I'd expected, although they suffer

a bit from optical distortion. To be fair
though, this aspect is difficult ro elimi-
nate fully in bulged canopies. especially
in this scale. The windscreen and can-
opy hoods all fitted quite well, though
and were attached using Formula 560
PVA. This glue was also used to fill the
small gaps around the hoods where they
didn't fit exactly. The wing leading edge
and navigation lights went on nicely and
after rouching the navigation lights in
Tamiya Clear Red and Clear Green, the
model was complete. B

FINAL VERDICT
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SKILL LEVEL: BEGINNER

GRACEFUL HUNTE

If memory serves me correctly, it was way back in 1998 that Revell released their FGA Mk 9 version of this very good
kit? | remember building it for Tamiya Model Magazine, the sister title to MAI. Strange as it may seem, apart from
remembering that | enjoyed the project, | can’t remember much about that review at all! It must be a sign of getting old...

he Hawker Hunter F MK 6 kit
is very good indeed, and as
the editor says, it does look
great in the bigger 1:32 scale.
The tooling is similar to the original
release, but includes the important
differences applicable to the earlier
Mk 6 Hunter. In a nutshell these
include:

« Separate round tail cone, without
the extended parachute brake housing
= Optional blast deflectors for the
nose cannon; twin dipole ventral aerials

* New decals for several UK (Nos.92
and 56 Sqns) and overseas F Mk B
aircraft (Belgian Air Force and Royal
Netherlands Air Force)

Having researched the specific air-
craft that you want 1o build, you may
need fo leave off the small overwing
pylon ejector blisters near the roundels.
Another distinctive omission for the
F Mk 6 is the small triangular-shaped
aerial above the nose - more typically
found on the FGA Mk 9.

This kit features several nice touch-
es, including both seat types used in
the Hunter - the more common Martin-
Baker Type 2H, or the 3H often seen on
later machines. | had decided to build as
much of this kit from the box as possible
and so it was, but the seat just cries out
for the busy harness/belt arrangement
of the real ejection seat. So, apart from
adding these, everything else you see in
this review comes in the box,

COCKPIT CONSTRUCTION

This is very straightforward, as the
build-up images should show. | used
Revell dark grey (#9 Anthracite). This

gives a good scale ‘black’ effect, with
the small raised buttons and switches
being picked out using various colours
from the Citadel Colour paint range. |
decided 1o leave off the gunsight, ejec-
tion seat and instrument shroud until
near the end to make handling easier.
You can work on the Type 2H seat in
the meantime. It is pretty straightfor-
ward to detail. | cut small lengths of
metal foll for the straps - they come
from a collection over time of different
coloured foil around the necks of wine
bottles. A beige colour was chosen and
fuse wire was bent to make the small
buckles. Good reference photographs
can be found in the old Aeroguide No.9
on the Hawker Hunter. Another must-
use reference Is the superb Mark |
Guide on the Hawker Hunter F Mk 6/6A
- plenty of colour images for scale
modellers!

Remember to add plenty of lead
weight to the nose (there's ample room
and Revell recommend 40g) because
the Hunter is a major tail-sitter. |
never weigh what | put in, but check
the approximate weight by balancing
the aircraft on the tips of my fingers
placed in the main whee! bays - hardly
scientific, but it always seems 1o work!
| suspect I'm about 1o come horribly
unstuck with the Classic Airframes
E.E. Canberra, which you should see
in these pages soon, The instructions
will have you adding the nosewheel at
this stage - all a bit silly really seeing
how much construction work is still
needed. | cut one of the side locating
pins off and added it near the end of
the project.
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O MODEL INFO

SPEC: Revell 1:32 Hawker Hunter F Mk 6
KIT NO.: D4727 MATERIALS: IM
AVAILABILITY: Revell AG [UK Branch]
(UK Distribution) and Revell stockists
worldwide PRICE GUIDE: £24.99

BUILT & WRITTEN BY GEOFF
COUGHLIN FROM THE UK.
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Look at all that lovely detafl and it is all in box. There is still scope 10
add stuff yourself but making this beauty from vhe box will not result
in a model that is lacking in amy way

There is something about the Hunter... It looks good in 172, it looks even
berter in I:48. but it is an absolute stunner in 1:32!

When the FGA Mk 9 was released thore were
‘anumbor of accessories relcased and hope-
fully the F Mk & will attract similar interest
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SKILL LEVEL: BEGINNER

A 0.3mm drill bit is used to enhance the larger moulded rivers

STEP BY STEP GUIDE - ASSEMBLY

A medium sander from MasterCasters is used to sand afl the joins. Atter drybrushing the dials of the instrument panel are picked out in

“This kits features several nice touches, including both seat types used in the Hunter - the more common
Martin Baker Type 2H, or the JH often seen on later machines”

Owverall, the cockpit is well detailed,
save perhaps for the sidewalls, and you
may remember that True Details have
produced an excellent Hawker Hunter
Mk B resin cockpit for this kit ariginally
designed to convert the earlier release
(This was originally releasod by Kendall
Model Company, from whom True
Details acquired the moulds when KMC
ceased production - Ed). I'll definitely
be building another ‘super-detailed’ ver-
sion of the Mk 8 including the set.

FUSELAGE & WINGS

This is a very neat series of parts that
fit together very well indeed. The side
enging intakes and front fan blades
make up into a sub-assembly that sits
in the join between the front and rear
fuselages halves. It's designed not to be
glued to aid an accurate fit and it does
seem to work well. The new Mk 6 tail
cone fits pretty well, with just a small
amount of sanding to get an accurate
match to the rear fuselage. The small
vent pipe on the rear port fuselage is
definitely best left off until the end 1o
avoid knocking it off (this happened
several times!). A cursory look at sev-
eral Hunter photographs shows that
the inside of the engine intakes varied
considerably from aircraft to aircraft

and from mark to mark throughout the
aircraft’s service life, Anything from an
off-white, 10 silver, to upper camouflage
colour can be found, so it's useful 1o
pick a photo of the aircraft you want

to build and use that as a guide. |
wanted 1o build the No.92 Squadron
machine (RAF Middieton St George,
1958, XG239 'M-H') shown on the box
top and the fantastic colour reference
book Hunters by Martin Bowman shows
this aircraft with a silver/camouflage
interior to the intakes. The leading edge
saw-tooth extensions fit reasonably, but
did need some sanding to fit properly.
Finally, the wing tip navigation lights can
be attached with cyancacrylate after
drilling out coloured holes for the bulbs.
When dry they are sanded and faired
into the wing for a very neat finish.

The F Mk 6 invariably carried just
the 100-gallon wing tanks on the inner
wing pylons, and these are the raked-
back pylons included in the kit, not the
smaller outhoard pylons shown in the
build sequence.

Th rivets just cry out to ba enhanced
and so | drilled out nearly all those that
are moulded - except the smaller ones
that are clearly visible. | used a 0.3mm
pin vice drill and when later weatherad,
the effect is very realistic.
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PAINTING & FINISHING
Construction moves on apace and
it isn't long before you need to start
thinking about the colour schame
you've chosen and what paints to use.
This No.92 Sqguadron aircraft is RAF
Dark Green/Dark Sea Grey over silver
undersides. | used Alclad || Aluminium
for the base colour, followed by Pale
Burnt Metal and Dark Aluminium,
Halford's Grey Primer is excellent as a
base primer coat (needed with Alclad
Il paint). It is then rubbed down using
Micro-mesh polishing cloths and
MasterCasters’ superb sanding/polish-
ing sticks, and finally the Alclad Il is
ghosted on using an airbrush (it's 100
thin to be hand painted). After the
paint is left 1o dry overnight, it can be
weathered using pastel chalks applied
with a small dry paintbrush, and ordi-
nary graphite pencil dust, blended in
using a cotton bud - but go easy so
you don't overdo the effect you're after.
On this occasion, | used some old
AeroMaster acrylic paints for the main
camouflage calours (1 had run out of
my preferred gloss RAF Dark Green
enamel) but, to be honest, the Dark
Green especially is much too light
and 30 it was darkenad using black
until | think the correct colour was

achieved. Again, do check your refer-
ence photographs, because both the
green and grey colours did change hue
over time, and it's not just the picture
quality/saturation levels, they definitely
seemed 10 get darker, so that the FGA
Mk 9s, for example, seem much darker
than those found in the late 1950s and
early 1960s.

A small point, but Stage 38 suggests
that you attach the small triangular
aerial on the upper nose section, but
this was usually only fitted 1o the F Mk
BA and FGA Mk 9 - a key distinguishing
feature.

The flaps can be posed dropped,
as can the ventral airbrake. | chose to
pose these just beginning ta drop, 1o
help preserve the graceful lines of my
Hunter.

UNDERCARRIAGE

The undercarriage units are excel-
lent with very fine detail and they are
also accurate. | found that the tiny
retraction arms that attach the small
outhoard doors 1o the leg didn't want
1o sit properly and so | replaced them
with fine fuse wire thar worked and
looked better. Also watch the attach-
ment of the main gear doors to the
lower leg as they should hang verti-
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MasterCasters’ excellont palishing pad makes Hght work of Clothes pegs arn very usetul for halding Tha surface datail Is beautifully dose
smaathing down all the seams the joint whils the coment cures and the decals include & mass of
stancils

cally, but if you attach the lower part
of the door to the leg, then they take
on a distinet toed-in appearance that
is incorrect, | simply attached the
upper portion in the pin location point
and they look fine.

DECALS

The flat paint finish needed to be
glossed up and so | used Xtracrylix
gloss varnish. Then we came 1o the
decals and here I'm afraid | have to
moan about the quality of the decals.
In fact they are printed superbly, all
the stencil data is there and they are
in perfect register. The problems are
twofold. Firstly, the blue on the round-
els is too light - it should be a darker
‘Roundel Blue'. The second moan s
that they are printed in a flat finish,
are quite thick and the carrier film
silvered very easily - despite the fact
that | ensured a high gloss surface

on which to stick them. Had it not
been for the fact that the underside

is silver and hides much of the silver- Eurofighter Typhoon (See Issue IB) I'l

ing, it would have been hopeless. As never understand!

it was, | didn't use many of the small Some subtle paint chipping and

stencils on the dark upper surfaces general weathering of the airframe H
as the first ones did silver. Why Revell and drop tanks by the air and ground

didn’t produce a decal sheet like the crews was achieved using a graphite

one offered in their excellent new pencil ‘tapped” onto the surface. &

FINAL VERDICT

maybe even

Was it worth the money?
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COLOUR PROFILES

Hunter F Mk B, XF440/0, No.247 Squadron, RAF Odibam, 1957. Dark Sea Grey/Dark Green/Aluminium
finigh with white fin/rudder; black serial. repeated below wings. Red rectangles, bordered in biack,
flanking fusolage roundel: code on fin in black, repeated on frant nosewheel door, Pilot's name (Fir Lt

Hunter F Mk 6, XES87, fiown by the CO of No.63 Squadron, RAF
Waterbieach, 1958. Dark Sea Grey/Dark Groen/Aluminium finish with yel-
low/black checks on fin and fixed arcas of horizontal tail surfaces: serial
in black, repeated below wings

Hunter F Mk 6, XEGIB/E, No.| Squadron, RAF Stradishall, March 1859, Dark Sea
Grey/Dark Green/Aluminium finish: sorial in black, repeated below wings. Code

°F in red, outlined in white, on fin, repeated in biack an front nascwheel door
Unit badge on a white disk, outlined in red, flanked by whito fashes, outlined in >
red, on nose

Hunter F Mk 6, XES48/H. No.4 Squadron, RAF Waddington, September 1960. Dark Sea
Groy/Dark Green/ Aluminium finish: serial in white on fusolage sides, repeated below
wings in black. Code ‘H' on fin in yeflow, repeated in black on front nosewheel door: unit
badge, flanked by black/red bars, outlined in yellow, with yellow flashes superimposed

Hunter F Mk 6, XF383/14, No.145 Squadron, RAF Alconbury, June 1961. Dark
Sea Groy/Dark Groen/Aluminium finish with roundels in six positions; serial and
cade in white (the former regeated in black below wings ). Unit badge on both
sides of nose; white wing tips

r—

Huriter F Mk 6, XFI82/R, Fighter Combat School, RAF Stradishall, 1961 Dark Sea Grey/
Dark Green/Aluminium finish with orange spine, tail and wing bands: serial in black,
repeatod below wings. Title on nese in white; code ‘R’ in white on fin, repeated in black
on front nose wheel door
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Hunter F Mk B, XEGDB/32, No.220 OCU, RAF Chivenor, 1972. Dark Sea Groy/Dark
Groen/Light Aircraft Groy finish with national markings in blue/red:; serial in
black, repeated bolow wings. No.63 Squadron markings on nose; “32° in black
within a yellow disc on fin

Hunter F Mk 6, XF383, No.12 Squadron, RAF Honingron, mid-1984. Wrapg-around finish of Dark Sea Groy/Dark Green with
biue/red roundels and fin flash; serial in black, repeated below wings. Unit badge on nose

Left: Typical upper camouflage pattern for RAF Hunters F Mk 6 in
Dark Sea Grey and Dark Green. As a general rule, these colours
were high gloss up to around 1970 when the matt colours, inchud-
ing toned-down national markings (blue/red), were introduced

‘, S

Below and Above Right: Hunter F Mk 6, XEIB5/T4, Ma.4 Flying Training Schoal, RAF
Valley. Glnss white top decking o fuselage and sides of fin/rodder; Gloss red
undersides of fuselage, spine, outer wing panels and horizontal tail surfaces.
Gloss Light Alrcraft Grey engine intake fairings and wing inboard sections;
hilack sorial/code and anti-dazrle panal. ‘T4' repeated in black on Light
Aircraft Groy nase wheel door

Hunter F Mk 6, DGIBEF, Mo.92 Squadron 'Blue Diamonds . 1961-62. Medium
Biuo overall with white flash along fuselage sides: white wing tips. Roundels
and fin flash outlined in white: small serial in white on rear fuselage. Unit
badge flanked by yellow/red checks on nose: 'F in white on front nosewheel
door

Humter F Mk 6, XFSO06/X, flown by Sgn Ldr Peter Latham AFC, CO of No.ill Squadron ‘Black
Arrows’. Dctober 1958. High gloss biack overall with roundels and fin flash outlined in white:
serial in red on rear fuselage side only, Code X' in red on frant posewheel door; unit crest

flankod by black/yellow bars on nose, tagethor with pilot’s name in yellow and rank pennant
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PHOTO FEATURE -77“

This selection of images shouid heip those buiiding the
Revell Hunter, as they show those areas in the RAF Museum
and IWM collections’ FGA Mk 9s that are common with the
earlier Mk 6 All photos © G. Coughlin

The gun ports of the 30mm cannon on cither side of the nose

The mboard flap area, only exposed like this because the hydraulic pressure has drained away causing
them to hang down at 90°

A laok into the intake, showing the ‘flexible’ paint in this area (note warning stencil) and the wrap-around

The starboard main olee viewed from directly in tront
of the exterior colours:
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“Sabrinas’ as they were known in the RAF, the cannon shell collectors
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LOCKHEED T-33 SHOOTING STAR

I WRITTEN BY RICHARD J. CARUAMNA [

d N

Canada's licence-built version went through a series of designation changes. Originally known as the T-33A-N (CL-30) Silver Star Mk 3 it had its
designation eventually changed to CT-33A, 133455 belongs 1o No. 414 Squatron

(R.J. Caruana Archives)

INTERNATIONAL TW

Developed as a training version of the Lockheed P-BO Shooting Star, the T-33 was to remain in service for a consid-
erably longer time and was to see service with a large number of nations.

merica’s jet age dawned
on 10 June 1944 when
Lockheed's XP-BOA took
to the air for the first time
powered by a "‘Whintle I-10° (Goblin)
engine supplied by Britain. Within less
than eight months four YP-B0As were
dispatched to Europe for combat 1esting
though the end of the Second World
War drew closer without the P-B0s
ever firing their guns in anger. However,
mass production of this aircraft had
already been taken in hand and it was
only with the VJ Day rhat the massive
orders for 4,3900 examples were cut
down 1o 525

The advent of a two-seat version
of the Shooting Star’ as the P-B0 had
become known, is often attributed to
an effort to minimise accidents that
had been experienced during the ini-
tial phase of this new fighter jet info
service. Lockheed had, in fact, shown
interest in a dual-control version at
almost the same time as the conception
of the XP-B0 design itself, conscious
of ditficulties that would eventually be
encountered by pilots converting from
pistan 1o jet-engined aircraft. Despite
of its insistence with the Army Air
Corps for the adoption of a jet-traines
officialdom dictated otherwise, consid-
ering Lockheed's proposal as a waste of
much-neaded fighter airframes. So pilot
training at that time was conducted on

T-6 Texans, followed by P-51 Mustangs
and then about 25 hours in a P-BO
firmly stuck on the ground!

Convinced that sooner or later
there would be a need for a jet trainer,
Lockheed proceeded in March 1947
with its project as a private venture,
taking F-BOC 5/No.48-356 off the
production line 1o be suitably modified
The main change obviously required the
lengthening of the forward fuselage,
together with the air intakes, by 26.5in
(67cm) just ahead of the wing lead-
ing edges to house a second cockpit,
together with a 12in (30cm) extension
behind the wings to restore the air-
eraft's centre of graviry. Both cockpirs
were fitted with flight controls and
instruments, and enclosed by a single
clear 7-foot upward opening canopy.

The Air Force began 1o show some
imerest in Lockheed's project as conver-
sion work on the prototype proceeded,
prompted (maybe) by the appearance
of the Meteor T Mk 7 in Britain. Jet
pilot training had 1o be planned in a
completely new way, and a contract was
awarded to Lockheed for the produc-
tion of 20 TF-BOC two-seat trainers in
January 1948. Apart from giving birth 10
aone of the most widely-used aircraft of
the post-war period, it also injected new
life into Lockheed which, at that time,
had no other valid project on which 1o
base its future and that of its employees
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It had been planned to reduce the
P-BO's nose gun armament from six 1o
two although, if necessary, the other
four guns could also be fitted. Other
changes included the fitting of a smaller
fuselage fuel tank, use of nylon fuel
cells and improved air conditioning.
The prototype, designated Model 580-
74-06 by Lockheed and TF-BOC by the
USAF flew for the first on 22nd March
1948 ar Van Nuys (California) with
Tony Le Vier at the controls. During the
third flight, the canopy flew clear of the
aircraft during a dive but thanks 1o Le
Vier's skilled piloting the aircraft came
back to the ground in one piece.

To further promote its belief in the
rwo-seaf jet trainer, Lockheed proceed-
od with a tour of USAF and USN bases
in the United States. This paid off hand-
somely as bath services showed their
interest by placing substantial orders.
The USAF decided that 128 examples
{including the protatype) from its order
of F-B0Cs should be finished as TF-
B0z, and over the following ten years
the parent company was 1o deliver
close to 6,000 two-seaters that had, by
that time. been designated T-33As

Early TF-80C/T-33As featured the
original rounded wingtips of the F-BO
fighter, and also carried the latter's
style of underslung wing tip tanks.
Soma even carried the fighter's |,000Ib
bamb pylons beneath the wings.

n HFH- -

Close-up of the 7272t Fiying Training Wing from
Wheelus Air Base, Libya, carried on 53-5824
(R.J. Caruana)
Fletcher type wing tip tanks became a
standard feature on most of the T-33As
produced after the initial batch
Production T-33As were powered by
an Allison J33-A-25 (later also J33-
A-35) centrifugal-flow turbojet, rated
at 5,4001b for take-off. Fuel capacity
totalled 353 US gallons, housed in
wing (outboard and inboard) tanks and
fuselage cells, this being supplemented
by an additional 230 US gallons in each
of the wingtip tanks. The T-33 could
attain a maximum speed of 524mph at
10,000ft, cruising speed being set at
around 430mph.

MAVAL VERSIONS AND LICENCE
PRODUCTION

Lockheed's production of the T-33
peaked off in 1959 at 5,771 examples,
these including 688 trainers for the US
Navy under the designation TO-2 (later
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K Camadinn-busitt T-33 Silver Star in ity original farm. Note the standard practice on this rype of aircrehWTiabing rhe inside

fnbres of thin wangtip tanks phinted in black
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T-33A-1-L0, $/No.53-5824/TR-824 from the T272th FTW of the USAF based in Libya, a frequent visitor
to Luga, Malta, during the carly 1960s. Trim is in blue/white. See ather phato for close up of the badge

carried on the fin
(R.J). Caruana)

TV-2 then T-338). The T2V-| (later
T-1A) was a highly modified version,
developed by Lockheed as its Model
L-245, aimed at producing a carrier-
qualified jet trainer, as the standard
T-33B was considered unsuitable for
such a role. Powered by an Allison
J33-A-16A, the prototype flew for
the first time on |5 December 1853.
The first production T2V-1 named
Sea Star was delivered 1o the Naval
Air Advanced Training Command at
Corpus Christi on 27 May 1957 148
examples were built, the type being
redesignated T-1A in 1962,

By mid-1944, Lockheed had already
started to design a reconnaissance
version of the P-80. YP-B0A S/No.44-
84988 was chosen to become the XF-
14 prototype through the transforma-
tion of its nose area wherein it could
carry an array of photo cameras. Two
P-B0As were then similarly modified
and redesignated FP-BOAs, the first of

152 examples that were to follow, later
known as RF-B80s. This camera nose
was married to the nose of a number of
T-33s, converting them into high speed
two-seat reconnaissance RT-33s.
Canada was the major foreign opera-
tor to obtain a production licence of
the T-33. Designated T-33A-N (CL-30)
Silver Star Mk 3, the Canadair version
differed from the Lockheed model in
its power plant, This consisted of a
Rolis-Royce Nene 10 turbojet. At first
Canadair built 20 T-33As from kits
supplied by Lockheed, these bearing
the designation of Silver Star Mk |. The
Mk 2 consisted of another Lockheed
airframe in which the Nene was experi-
mentally fitted for trials. In all, 656
examples of this jet trainer were buil
in Canada, where in its final service life
bore the designation of CT-133A.
Kawasaki built 210 T-33As for the
Japanese Air Self Defence Force, I8
of which were completely supplied by

Lagt T-33s to visit Malta were those from the Belgian Air Force. including FTOZ, seen in June 1978

(R.J. Caruana)

Lockheed in knocked-down form. Most
of the components for the balance of
this order also came from the paremt
company.

Boeing took on the task of upgrad-
ing the T-33 in the 1980s by proposing
a new version known as the Skyfox.
Although about 70 percent of the origi-
nal components were to be retained, it
was to be fitted with a pair of Garrert
TFE731-3A turbofans. The venture,
however, fell through due to lack of
orders and this is no wonder as far
more modern and highly efficient jet
trainers were available on the market
by that time,

FOREIGN OPERATORS

About 40 foreign operators flew the
T-33 as an integral part of their air
forces, these including most European
air arms, and the type enjoyed {(and
still enjoys 10 some extent) a long
service life in the South American

continent. One would be tempted

ta exclude the RAF from the list of
European nations, but readers might
be surprised 1o know that No.45
Sguadron (RAF) operated a specially
equipped T-33A in 1967 from Tengah
for medium altitude air sampling fol-
lowing China’s first nuclear tests (see
colour pages), though full USAF mark-
ings had been retained.

The T-33's longevity was also
marked by a (literally) colourful career
that not only saw the type carrying the
national markings of so many nations
but also such wide and varied colour
schemes, sometimes linked to the type
of service it was required to perform.
Although in most cases this was
principally in the training role, the
type was also used in the interception
role wherever needed. Thankfully the
type still flies today, and many fine
examples are to be found on the
airshow circuit. =

February 2007 - Model Airplane International 41



M KI5TCRICAL

COLOUR PROFILES

CT-133A, 133572/572. No, 434 Squadron, Canadian Air Forve. I-GP-12c-501-322
Groy (FS.36237) overall with all markings in FS.IGI75. Unit badge in white on a
mid-blue band, outlined in whife
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T-33A, J-314, Grupo 7, Fuorza Aerea de Chile, Los Cerrillos, late 1950s. Natural metal overall with black lettering and
anti-dazzie paned: unit badge below windscreen. both sides. Blue fin flash with white star superimposed: national
marking (rod/blue shiold with white star) carried ahove starboard and below port wings. J-314 repeated above port
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T-33A, 7.33025 (52-9972)/025, Chinese Mational Alr Force, Tapei (Formosa), 1959, natural metal overall with blua)/white
rudder markings: Anti-dazzie panel, inside faces ol wingtip tanks and all lettering in black. Yellow/black checks on luselage
and fin, outlined in blue; national markings in six positions

T-33A, 14349/314-U0, 314 Groupoment Ecole, Armée de I'Rir. Matural metal overall with orange areas to nose
and fin; orange bands chordwise around wings and contral area of wingtip tanks. Lottering in biack; unit
badge on fin. National markings in six positions

| el |‘ .w d '--“-—!-R»--——-v. R_“__
T

T-33A. 29955/TR-055, No. 115 Prertx, Hellenic Air Force, 1998. Orange upper surfaces with white undersides: black
lettaring and anti-darzie panel. National markings in six positions

T-33A. 53077/6-99, 6 Aerobrigata, Acronautica Militare taliana. Natural metal overall with black anti-
dazzrie panel and lettering. red outer halves of wingtip tanks and tail unit. inner hahves of wingtip tanks in
black: unit badge on fin
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2o panel and lettering: red nose fip and yollow outer faces of wingtips. Amendola flying school badge on fin (not handed on starboard
side; light blue pane! below cockpit carries pilots’ names in yellow

RT-33A, 35238/51-78, 65" Squadrigha Collegamento & Bersagh, 51° Stormo, Aeronautica Militare Italiana, Istrana. Drange
upper surfaces with undersides in yellow/black target tug bands; inner face of wingtip tanks and anti-dazzie panel in black.
Matural metal top half of fin/rudder, and opening part of canagy frame; all lettering in black. Storma badge on fin

T-33A, S/No.81-5350/350, No.207 Squadron, Japanese Air Self Defence Force. Light Groy overall with Olive Drab
anti-dazzie panetl; dayglo cutboard halves of wingtip tanks, black inboard halves. Al lettoring in black; unit mark-
ing on fin, both sides. National markings in six positions

T-33A, 5/Mo.71-5231/231, No.302 Squadron, Japanese Air Self Defence Force. Aluminium overall with Diive Drab
anti-darzie panel; black lottering. Dayglo outer faces of tip tanks, inner halves in black: unit hadge on fin, both sides.
National markings in six pasitions

T-33A, 9447, AG.5I, Luttwafte, Bremgaren, 1968. RAL70I2 Basalt Grey/RALE0O3 Yellow Dlive upper surfaces with RAL7DOI Sitver Grey undorsides;
Orange wingtip tanks and fuselage band, the latter outlined in black. Codes in black, outfined in white; unit badge on fin (note that the 'SI" in yellow
wsually carried on the owl's body is missing on this particular machine)

T-33A, 5491, JG34, Lufrwatie, 1975. RALT0I2 Basah Grey/RALG003 Yellow Dlive upper surfaces with RALT00! Silver Groy undersides:
Orange wingtip tanks and fuselage band, the larter sutiined in black. Codes in black, autlingd in white: unit hadge below windscreen
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COLOUR PROFILES
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T-33A. 303, Fuerza Adrea de Ia Guardia Nacional, Micaragua. Light grey averall with Olive Drab
anti-dazzie panel; red/blue/white tail markings

T-33A. 53-5551/551, No.2 Squadron Pakistani Air Force. Green FS.3418 overall with white nose and tail
bands; white wingtip tanks. All | i in black: national markings in six positions

T-334. 1920/20, BA |, Forga Aérea Portuguesa, June 1971, Light grey overall with dayglo red nose, tall, airbrakes, kinked section of wing leading edges
and outer half of wingtip tanks; inboard half of tanks in black. All letrering in biack; national marking carried on fuselage sides, above port and balow
starboard wings: 1920 carried above starboard and below port wings

T-33A, EI5-51/41-8, Grupo 41, Zaragoza, 1982. Natural metal overall with black anti-dazzle panel, rudder cross and
all Iettering; unit badge on rear fusetage. National markings in six positions

1-33A, 56132/25-13, No.561 Squadron, 56th Wing. Royal Thai Air Force, 1983, Matural metal overall with blue trim
1o nose and wingtip tanks: yellow/black checks on fin/rudder. Lettering in black: Olive Drab anti-dazrie paned

T-33A, 205, Grupo de Aviacion No.2, Montevideo, Fuerza Aérea Uruguaya, Decomber 1976, Dark grey/dark
pﬂnuppummmNumummecntwﬂmmMuwﬂwﬁm
unit badge on fin, National markings in four wing pesitions: serial in black. ropeated on nose: note nose gun
position, outlined in red
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T-33A, 10056/056 (51-9232). Yugoslav Air Force. Natural metal upper surfaces with undersides in yellow/black target tug bands; all let-
tering in black. National markings on fuselage sides, above port and below starboard wings: ‘056" repeated in black above starboard and
below port wings. Black anti-dazzie panel and fin top

T-33A. 5/No.57-0536/TR-536, 48th Tactical Fighter Wing. USAF Europe. Natural metal overall with orange outboard halves of
wingtips; inboard halves and all lettering in black, Ofive Drab anti-darzle panel: Wing badge on fin

T-33A, 5/No.53-5137/TR-137, Bist Tactical Fighter Wing. USAF Europe. Natural metal overall with Olive Drab anti-dazzie panel: red air intakes.
Black lomering: Outstanding Unit Award below windscreon. Wing badge on fusalage sides

T-33A. 5/Mo.56-1TBZ, Air Force Communications Agency/AFCS, United States Air Force, August 1970. Light grey overall with lower nose, tail unit
and flash on fuselage in Arctic Red, outlined in black; Arctic Red wingtip tanks with black tip. Black anti-dazzie panel and all lettering. except
'AFCS' which is white on black; US national markings on fuseiage sides, above port and below starboard wings

Y,

T-33A, 5/No. 57-0694, operated by Mo.45 Squadron AAF, Tengah, seon ot Maita in May 1967, Natural metal overall with
Olive Drab anti-dazle panel; all lettering in black, Used for low and medium altitude air sampling following China's
nucelar tests; note air sampler pods under wings

1-338, BuNo.137940/7V, Glenville Naval Air Station, US Navy, August 1974, Light Gull Grey overall

with all lettering and anti-dazzie panel in black
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SKILL LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

MITSUBISHI'S M/

There is little room for disappointment with this one that is immediately apparent. Sired from possibly the best
and has obviously had all of the new detail required to reproduce this earlier mark of the famous Pacific theatre
have been forgiven for it, and possibly even gotten away with it, clearly those at Tamiya wanted to produce some-
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ith a fully revised
cockpit spread over a
couple of new sprues
thare is little doubt thar
this has been a well researched project,
and providing that Tamiya have not
allowed their impeccable engineering
standards to miraculously slip recently,
thig will prove to be one tremendously
enjoyable build.
What also quickly becomes apparent
is the fact that all of the halimarks of a
future release of a Hamp (ABM3) are
here in some obvious and some not so
obvious inclusions, so | think it is safe
to say that we shall soon see a release
of the clipped wing Zero, although |
personally hope it will not be another
seven years' wait.

AUSPICIOUS

The instructions begin with the interior
sidewalls of the fuselage, and this is
where | began as well; however it isn't
long before there is a major diversion
from the planned stages of the instruc-
tions, as painting and detailing the
cockpit will mean altering the approach
of assembling it, then simply inserting it
into the assembled fuselage. Granted |
will not be adding a tremendous amount
of detail to the interior, but in the inter-
osts of expedience and ease, it will be
simpler to partially assemble the cock-
pit, paint it, and then try to fit it into the
fuselage whilst adding some wiring and
other miscellaneous details. Hopefully
the accompanying photographs will
more clearly illustrate what | am talking
about, and how | go about that with the

assistance of the captions.

Next up is the engine, and this is
one particularly nice bit of work. If one
wanted to really detail this and "go 1o
town' so to speak, you could not ask

for a superior starting point. Parsonally,

adding the wiring loom, carefully paim-
ing it, and adding a wash will be the
sum of the work | put into the engine,
but even with such a minor treatmant,

| hope you will agree that the Sakae 12
comes up as a lovely representation.
Should you decide to open the cowl-
ings, and leave off the front panels,
thare is a golden opportunity for some
stunning and intricate detailing work,
which would be greatly rewarded in the
finished appearance. With a plethora
of added wiring making up the space
in front of the firewall. the amount of
interest you could

generate in that

saction would be

immeasurable.

FLEXIBILITY IS A

GOOD THING

Constantly modifying

the methods | employ

for any given aspect of my
modelling helps 1o keep

me interested, and

ensures that my skills

avolve rather than

become stagnant and rou-

tine. The tools may well remain the
same, but keeping the methods con-
stantly varying ensures a sharp mind.
This theory was put 1o practice when
it came to the interior chipping, and

hopefully the accompanying images will
clearly illustrate how this was achieved,
Once the Interior Green was on, |
decided to “loosen’ it up a bit by going
over it with-a toothbrush dipped in
white spirit, as | had experienced some
difficulty in shifting the paint during the
Dauntless build (See Issue 14), After
this had soaked In a bit, | attacked the
appropriate areas with a toathpick,
and found the new technigue to be a
success: Jay |, Paint 0. Another quick
coat or two of gloss and we are ready
to wash. As usual it is Winsor and
Newton's Raw Umber and a dash of
Payne's Gray thinned heavily
with white spirit, then a
coat of mart varnish

STERPIECE:

model kit ever produced, the seven-year old ABMS, this kit retains all of the quality and prestige of its older sibling,
legend, down to the last rivet. Where some manufacturers would have decided to cut corners, and realistically could
thing special here, having hit the nail on the head in that department.

to seal it in, after the excess wash has
been removed with a cotton bud. After
gently easing the cockpit into posi-
tion inside the already joined fuselage
halves, it is time to move on to the
wings.

THE OCCASIONAL DISTRACTION

| wouldn't exactly refer to the wings of a
1:32 Zero as a vast expanse, especially
after building the massive Trumpeter -

O MODEL INFD

SPEC: Tamiya 1:32 Mitsubishi AGM2b Type

21 Tero KIT NO.: G037 MATERIALS: IM
AVAILABILITY: The Hobby Company Ltd (UK
Distribution) and Tamiya stockists warldwide
PRICE GUIDE: £71,99 (¥8000)
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"Should you decide to open the cowlings, and leave off the front panels there is a golden opportunity r mrn

stunning and intricate detailing work, which would be greatly rewarded in the finished appearance”

- MiG-29, but there are a lot of panels
and rivets there, and a lot of areas
that need shading. As you can see in
the pictures, there were a great many
small *spots’ to be painted, particularly
when it came 1o the lightened high-
lights, so | found myself playing games
o keep myself interested. Noughts
and Crosses was a favourite, although
Battleships was an occasional welcome
distraction as well. In total | must have
spent the better part of three hours
painting the underside of the wings,
and afterwards | was in desperate need
of a well chilled tin of Boddingtons.

The assembly of the wings is a fairly
complicated affair, and an example
of some prefty ingenious engineer-
ing on Tamiya's part. Carrying over
the multi-media components from the
ABMS (which Nick J. Wigman has
done a superb job with in Issue I7) the
wings may be a somewhat complicated
assembly, but the fit is excellent and
the details superb.

NEVER FORGET PROTECTION
After the application and subsequent
drying of the gloss varnish on the bot-
tom, work was ready to move onto

48 Model Airplane International - February 2007

the upper surfaces. With the constant
handling of the battom while painting
the top, the varnish underneath will act
like a barrier and protect the paint fin-
ish from a lot of the damage caused by
sweat and handling, so it is important to
apply the underside gloss before mov-
ing to the upper surface work,

As the gloss varnish is perhaps the
single most important aspect of finish-
ing a model, grear care should be taken
to ensure that it is done correctly. After
many a failed or less than spectacular
artempt at it in the past, | have been
going to great lengths to improve this

aspect of my madelling. The greatest
advance | made in this field came as
the result of switching airbrushes, and
making a potentially disastrous blunder.

FALLING IN LOVE AGAIN...

It is not that | dislike my Aztek, in fact it
has served me dependably for over two
years now, however Robin at Cammett
convinced me to try the new lwata
Revolution HP-1. My faithful Aztek

has been a very faithful and forgiving
maodelling pariner for a while, but once
| tried the Iwata it was a bit like going
from a Rover to a Rolls Royce. Iwatas
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need the paint (and anything for thar
matter, as | was to discover later) to be
much thinner than any airbrush | have
previously used, but will greatly reward
the extra care when mixing, with resulis
that are unmatchable. When mixed to
the consistency of water | found the
White Ensign Enamels sprayed like
never before, and despite the fact thar
they take a while to bulld up depth
when thinned 1o this level, the resuli is
well worth the investment in time. Also
worth noting at this point is the fact
that every single person who saw this
model as it was coming along comment-
ed on how perfect the Aemiro (overall
colour) looks and how well matched the

White Ensign representation is.
When it came to the gloss coat, |
did the nermal and sprayed the Future
through the airbrush neat (unthinned
1o our North American friends) as my
Aztek had managed this for years, and
while the results were not perfect they
were good enough for me. However, as |
was to find to my horror, the Iwata took
to this just about as kindly as if | had
poured honey through it. Merrily going
along thinking “That's a bir rough look-
ing. but | am sure it will come right in
the next coat” proved to be a misjudge-
ment that would compound my problem,
and ultimately prove to be a two-day
setback in finishing,

had dried. Starting with the 100
(Orange) MasterCasters sanding
sponge, | took back the surface until
it was flat, and due 1o the soft nature
of the sponge itself | only managed to
slightly damage the paint finish under
the varnish, and even then only at the
points where the detail was raised. This
will easily be retouched with a brush
after the entire decaling and weather-
ing process is finished, just before the

matt varnish goes on, so | was not in
the slightest bit concerned. Next were
a few passes with the 280 grit crescent
sander, to smooth the surface further
while not damaging the finish, followed
by the 600 grit white sponge. Last up
was the Miracle Polisher which brought
the surface up fo a gleaming glass-like
shine. -»=
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SKILL LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

STEP BY STEP GUIDE - PAINTING

| hope this sequence of photographs will easily and clearly illus- Mext up come the highlights, and in this image the left side in the Once again doing half to illustrate the contrast. the keft side is the

trate the process | take when doing what | call the highlights image had the highlights added while the right side has not. again finished result after having the blending coat, the right side shows
and lowlights'. The base coat needn't be perfectly ovan, although to try to illustrate the contrast just how dramatic the difference can be
patchy will nat suffice. This first image shows the contrast

between the base coat and the lowlights

|mmnmmﬂﬁmhmmmmmmmwﬁm Whilst managing 1o remove the nasty build-up at the wing roofs there was very little subsequent soften-
uwu-m.mmmwmmmmmulmmw ing or damage to the surrounding detall, another benefit of the soft nature of the sanders
sanding sponges ideal for gripping the contour of the surface

More you can imagine the amount oftime that was spont on the lowlights slone. With the mixture as thin  This is without a doubt the groatest arbrush | have ever used in my lfs, and th triggr action provents that
as it was it translated into a little over three hours warth of painting fo get the upper surfaces done nasty ‘dead finger’ offoct | used to get with any other airbrush, after prolonged periods of spraying. Itis a
gonuinaly revolwhonary airbrush design, in my opinian
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TECH TIP 1

a success”

= After mixing a batch of Future with
Tamiya Acrylic thinner (55% thinner
45% Future) several coats were applied
very carefully and were buffed to a
shine between each. The result was
both spectacular and impressive. On
the cowling in particular the result

was a deep and lustrous gloss finish,
that will really help with the decals and
wash, as we will find out later.

THICK AND CHUNKY

Japanese kit decals always seem to be
somewhat thicker than their aftermar-
ket counterparts, and thus require a
very thorough treatment with the decal
setting solution of your choice. | have
settled into a mixture of solutions, as |
find they have qualities that offset each
other. Gunze Sangyo's Mr Mark Setter
always left a nasty white film that

“Once the Interior Green was on, | decided to ‘loosen’ it up a
bit by going over it with a toothbrush dipped in white spirit, as
I had experienced some difficulty in shifting the paint during
the Dauntless build (See Issue 14). After this had soaked in a
bit, | attacked the appropriate areas with a

toothpick, and found the new technique to be g

i v

absolutely nothing would shift off the
surface after its application, so | have
taken to Micro Set before the decals,
followed with the Gunze Sanyo Mr

Mark Saftener, which is infinitely better
than the Micro Sol | had used previ-

ously. Available in the UK from MDC,

| strongly recommend getting some of

this wonder stuff, as even the thickest

of decals will settle into tiny rivets after >
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mﬂwnmanuu
dang at this point, and to keop them all in order, |
use offcut pieces of wood to tape them to whilst

- then add them to this clear lid 10 keep them all
safely in one tidy place. | have lost far too many
parts in the past and spend way too long crawling
around the floor searching for them, not to take
sorious precautions in that department

| /
Mmhdhmmmw

gets rid of the residue from the decal solutions
but also acts to make the surfaces even glossier

r% o

. S

Inevitably there is some film from the decal sole-
tions lett on the model that it is always advisable
to remove before the wash and the matt varnish
are added. Here | am using the ‘Miracle Polisher’
for the task as it will not damage the decals

‘When polishing the cowling | found the dust was
settling in the recessed detail and looked really
good. so | figured | should mix Paynes Gray with
Mixing White to see if | could make a Light Gull

Here the wash is being applied with a finc brush.
although | am not too worried about keeging
it recat

and the subsequent result. You can also sen the
bentits of polishing between coats, as the sur-
face texture is impeccable, this making removing
the excess casier

Sl

h'ﬂlﬂl!‘ﬂ‘l_‘hum
pigments, which signal the final stage of the
model

e

possible moment.

Fellow MAI contributor John Wilkes passed this
wonder stuff on to me, and | am seriously grateful
to him for doing so. It is fantastic, and easy 1o
wse. | think the Lycra thread | have been using 1o
this point has just found itself relegated to the
bottom of the ool drawer

Once | had it to the appropriate tension | ghued
it imto place

STEP BY STEP GUIDE - ASSEMBLY,

Unfortunately the Montex masks {#SM32063)
for this kit were not ready in time 1o go onte my
model, as they would have been a lor simpler to
da than cut out the individual masks provided in
the kit. | would have also been able to paint the
Interior of the canopy as well

Here you can see | was a tad aggressive. although
ever the learner | realised that this idea would
work incrodibly on props if you painted them
Aluminium first and sanded them back gently.

F 4

-

As you can see here the theory of ‘the glossier
the surface is the less calour from the wash it will
retain’ will bo put 1o the test

: N S
Then simply cut it back 1o the mast. In all a ten

-~

I have kept the chrome mtal parts on the under-
carriage taped up and they will romain this way
uniil the last possible moment. ta keep them from
getting any hlemishes. | may be retentive about
it. but | want nice shiny metal bits on this model. |
even taped up the end of the pitat tube

As | mention in the text, the glossier the surface
the better when it comes to washing. It seffles into
recesses much easier, and when it comes 10 remov-
ingg the excess it makes o workd of difforonce

lnh.-mﬂlmnmh
‘wash sasily after it has boen on for a few hours.

The wheels are gently highlighted with Dirty
White, and | have left off the dirt shades as itis a

The wheels have had a combination of techniques
used 1o enhance them, and this goes back to the
airbrushing stages, emplaying shading a1 that
point. | made the masters for these resin wheels
myselt, so | of course will say they are weighted
1o perfection!

‘With every other task now complete, the canopy
can be secured in place using odourless super-
glue (non-fogging) and once this has dried (it
takes a bit longer than other ghues) the masks
can be removed
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ABM2 Tero, X-108, fiown by Group C dor Lt Tamotsu Yokoy

3rd Maval Air Group, Takao (Taiwan), December 1941, ‘Ame-Iro’

(FS.30277) overall with black cowling; polished metal spinner.

Yeflow/red/hlue bands around fuselage and two horizontal blue
| bands on taif; cod in black
Al

ABM2 Zero, BIl-144 from the 2nd Carrier Division, Is1 Air Fleet on board
Hiryu, Pearl Harbour, December 1941, ‘Ame-lra’ (F5.30277) overall
with dark rod Hinomaru in six positions. Black engine cowling and
I". Cobalt Blue identification markings

ABMZ Zera. Sth Koku Sentai, flying off the carrier Shokaku, Pearl
Harbor attack. ‘Ame-tre’ (FS.30277) ovarall with black engine cowling.
White band around rear fuselage: one horizontal white band and
.\ two horizontal yellow bands on fin and rudder. Codo on fin and
.. rudder in red

ABM2 Zero, Oitu Kokutai, February 1944, Dark Green upper
surfaces; aluminium/natural metal undersides. Black engine
cowling and yellow wing leading edge stripes. Yollow code,
with ‘14T ropeated underncath the wings in black: spinner
natural metal

ABM2 Tero, Leader's aircrafs, 261st Naval Air Group, 1943, Dark Green
vpper surfaces; slummnium/natural metal undersides with black
enging cowling Diaganal white bands above and below wings,
and on upper part of rear fuselage; Yellow band around rear
fuselage. Matural metal spinner

ABM2 Zera (Nakajima-built), Kounoike Flying Group, Kounoike
(Japan), 1944, Groon uppersurfaces with Light Grey undersides:
black cowling. Polished matal spinner and propeller (with black
facing pilot)
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SKILL LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

“After carefully studying a myriad of war-
time photographs it was clear that the
planes in service at this time of the war
were not overly weathered, and thus | want-
ed to make sure not to overstate any of the
effects, and | went along with the ‘less is
more’ attitude to weathering”

two treatments with it. It is genuinely
amazing gear.

After leaving the decals overnight,
and applying another thin coat of

gloss, the model was ready for a wash.

As with the interior, it is Winsor and
Newton's Raw Umber mixed with a
small amount of Paynes Gray (about
90% - 10%) thinned heavily with white
spirit. Getting the thinner/oils mixture
correct is of the utmos! importance
here, as too thick and it will not have
any capillary action, and thus will not

TECH TIP 2

settle into the recessed detail, and if it
is too thin it will require several applica-
tions and will not want to stay inside
the recessed detall.

WASHING TECHNIQUES

| generally find that a few hours left on
the model is sufficiant before starting
the removal procedure and for this |
generally use a cotton bud. If you can
catch the wash at the right moment it
will come off easily without soaking the
cotton bud in white spirit. When pos-
sible | advise working along the airflow
lines as you can create some neat and
very subtle weathering effects with a
little extra care and effort.

The last weathering task to be car-
ried out prior to matting the model
down were some oil streaks from the
engine. Going back to the Paynes Gray
again and thinning it to a wash consist-
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ency, using a small brush it was dabbed
onio spots just behind the cooling flaps
and blown back using an airbrush.

Hopefully the pictures will clearly illus-
trate the results of this procedure. With

the Man Varnish applied the light is vis-

ible at the end of the tunnel, and there
is very little left to do with this project.

ROUNDING OUT PROCEEDINGS:
Leaving the matt varnish overnight to
harden, it was time for my trusty and
long suffering HB pencil 10 make an
appearance here, and its work began
around the foctures and fittings of the
engine cowling. After carefully studying
a myriad of wartime photographs it was
clear that the planes in service at this
time of the war were not overly weath-
ered, and thus | wanted to make sure
not to overstate any of the effects, and
| went along with the less is more” atti-

tude to weathering. | also tried to ensure
that the chips themselves were much
smaller than | used to do, thus more to
scale, This was followed with some chips
along the wing roots as well as some
points on the wings, all very understated,
50 as not to draw attention 1o them.
CMK Weathering pigmants were the
last steps before adding the fiddly bits
that are so casy to knock off during the
final stages, and the decision was made
to steer clear of earthy tones like dirt
and mud, as this was a carrier-based
aircraft, and there would not be too
much mud around. Therefore Light Dust
was the weapon of choice accompanied
by Dirty White, Black Smut (I giggle like
a twelve year old in Sex Education every
time | read or write that) and the metallic
pigment Aluminium. Concentrating on
the wheels and undercarriage with the
Light Dust, Black Smut (tee-hee-hee)
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“Worth noting at this point is the fact that

every single person who saw this model as

it was coming along commented on how

perfect the Aemiro (overall colour) looks

! and how well matched the White Ensign

and Dirty White (Surely not...no, | won't
say it, never mind) to recreate some
exhaust stains on the underside, and
finally enhancing some of the effects on
the cowling with the powdery Aluminium
At this point It is time to add and
unmask the canopy, along with the
landing and formation lights, and
finally the aerial wire. Provided by fel-
low MAI contributor and all around
good guy. John Tigger' Wilkes. | used
some smoke coloured Nylon thread
for the first time and was extremely
pleased with the result, This stuff will
replace the Lycra thread in the toolbox
methinks

WAS IT WORTH THE EFFORT?

For the first time in a while | have had

to give this one some serious thought
It is wonderfully done, the pinnacle of
engineering and quality, and the Zero

hﬂhﬂﬁtﬁn

is just as significant a WWII fighter as
the Bf 109, the Spitfire. or the Mustang
which maans it deserves a space in
anyone’'s collection. However, the price
made me think twice about i, and with
a UK listing of £71.99 it is pushing
things a bit in my opinion. In general
however the ABM2b here keeps in

line with the "you get what you

pay for’ ethos when it comes

to Tamiya kits, and it is a

very nice model, with all of

the artention to detail we

have come to expect from

them. =

- Mrﬁwﬁ-mm
and pleasing to the oye: less ruly is more!

representation is”

FINAL VERDICT

B So there you have it, one brand new, all singing, all dancing Tamiya ABM2

Type 2| Reisen Zero’ for your viewing and reading pleasure

us why Tamiya enjoy the worldwide respect in the modeli g community they
do, as great care and consideration have na into this model
Was it worth the money?

dering the fact that all | added to this s

ckpit and to the engine along with some re
kits that need a lot o arket i
them to this level, this kit far

all amount of lead wire in
5, when comparnaed fo
some cheape 18 thrown at them to bring

i better
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Focke-Wulf Fw 200C-5/C-8 Condor

Scale 1:72 / Revell AG, Germany / Materials: IM / Kit No.: 604387 / Availability: Revell AG [uk
Branch] (UK Importer) and Revell stockists worldwide / Price Guide: £19.99

nce it was known that this was definitely a new tooling, this kit probably went to the top of
Othe ‘must have’ list for many a Luftwaffe modeller. Inside the typical big Revell box there
are three bags of parts, one of which also contains a separately bagged clear sprue. Made up of
215 light-grey coloured and 25 clear parts there are some unused components that hint at other
versions to come. The quality and detail is akin to all their recent kits like the Bv 222, Ju 280
and He 177, with a full cockpit and aft fuselage section adjacent to the rear cargo doors. Some
may want to add the ‘missing’ mid-section, but none of the prominent fuel cells are included
50 this will be quite an undertaking. The ventral gondola is a separate (clear) piece and all fore
and aft gun positions are separate units built into inserts in the dorsal spine; not the best idea,
but unavoidable to get the most options out of the base tooling. Nicely detailed engines with the
option of open cowls are included, and there are two Hs 283s to go under the outboard engine
nacelles. FuG 200 radar antenna completes the package. Colour options are included for FB+KR
of Il /KG40 based in Norway in 1944, TO+XL of an unidentified unit in 1943, F8+0L of 3./KG 40
in February 1944 and FB+CT from IIL./KG 40 in May 1945. Colours are identified by RLM codes
and Revell paint mixes, which is an excellent idea.

At last, a good Condor in I:72! For years we have struggled with the very old version
from Revell, but now we have this lovely new one. It is certainly worth every penny and is much
easier to build and display than one in I:48, so it just has to be most highly recommended fo all
Luftwaffe fans. Our thanks to Revell AG (UK Branch) for the review sample.

DIMENSIONS REFERENCES

Span - 1071t 9 1/2in (32.84m) Focke-Wulf Fw 200 by J.R. Smith, Profile No.99 (Profile Publications 1986)

Length - 78ft 3in (23.85m) Fw 200 Condor by H.J. Nowarra (Schiffer ISBN: 0-88740-235-6)

Height - 20ft 7in (6.30m) Fw 200 Condor by J Ledwoch & H.W. Trojca (Wydawnictwo Militaria, 1995)

Fw 200 Condor, Warpaint No.I3 (Hall Park Books 1998)

German Heavy Bombers by M. Griehl & J. Dressel (Schiffer ISBN: 0-88740-670-X)

Jet & Prop - Photo Archiv Band 4 (Flugzueg Publikations)

La Fana de I'Aviation Nos.256 to 2569

Lufwaffe Warbirds Photo Album Vol.B, Ground Power Special Issue (Delta Publishing 1984)
Replic No. 45 (May 1995)

Sea Eagles Vol.| Luftwaffe Anti-shipping Units 1938-184| by C. Goss, Luftwaffe

Colours (Classic Publications 2005 ISBN: |-803223-55-5)

Wings of the Black Cross No.3 by M. Proulx (Eagle Editions Ltd 2006 ISBN:0-9761-034-9-4)

DIMENSIONS - 1:72
Span - 456.Imm
Length - 331.3mm
Height - 87.5mm

56 Model Airplane International - February 200




EPREVIEW!
Gloster Meteor F Mk 8

Scale I1:72 / Xtrakit, United Kingdom / Materials: IM / Kit No.: XK72001 /
Availability: Hannants (UK Importer) and Xtrakit stockists worldwide / Price Guide: £11.99

ey

Il has been a while since we have had any new British post-war jets to get excited about, but ar last,
in co-operation with MPM, Xtrakits have released their new Meteor. Moulded and packed in typical
MPM style, the kit comprises two main sprues of 72 medium-grey colour plastic parts and a single
sprue of six clear plastic parts - this kit does not include any resin or phato-eiched components, An
errata sheet in the bag also notes that the instructions incorrectly state ‘Forest Green® when it should
be Dark Green and that both small (early) and late (large) intakes are included and that option A
probably uses the former. Assembly looks quite straightforward, with a nice little cockpit tub and
multi-part ejection seat. Apart from the already-mentioned intakes the only optional part is the can-
opy, of which early (clear) and later (three-part) versions are included. Colour options are for VZ494
of No.501 Sgn RAuxAF, Filton, February 1957, VZ495, ZD+K of No.222 Squadron, RAF Leuchars in the
early 1850s and WH470 of No.600 Sgn RAuxAF, RAF Biggin Hill also in the early 1850s.

We bet there are a few Meteor fans out there overjoyed by the release of this kit, and with
other versions due from Special Hobby in the future (the FR Mk 9 already being available), there
is certainly enough to keep everyone happy! This type of limited-run kit needs care fo assemble,
but without resin and photo-etched to worry about it is probably still within the abilities of most
modellers. It can certainly be recommended to all Meteor and post-war RAF fans, and our thanks to
Hannants for the review sample.

REFERENCES
m Aircraft Archive - Post War Jets Volume 3 [F Mk 8] (Argus Books 1988 ISBN-0-85242-967-3)

® Camouflage & Markings No.ll - Meteor, Whirtwind & Welkin {Ducimus)

® Gloster Meteor: Britain’s Celebrated First-Generation Jet by P. Butler & T, Buttler (Aerofax/lan Allan 2006 ISBN: 1-85780-230-6)
m Gloster Meteor - Super Profile (Haynes. 1985)

m Gloster Meteor, The IAF Aircraft Series No.7 by A. Dor (AD Graphics 2001)

m Gloster Meteor F.8 by C.F. Andrews, Profile No.12 (Profile Publications 1965)

u The Gloster Meteor, Clase-up Classics No, | by R.J. Caruana (Modelaid International Publications, 1991)

® Metgor by 5. Bond (1985)

m Meteor by B. Philpon (1986)

m Meteor In Action No.153 by J. Scunts (Squadron/Signal Publications, 1985)

® Scale Aircraft Modelling Vol | No.6 March 1979 (Aircraft in Detail)

m VM No.32, 33 & 37

Weor £y p

February 2007

DIMENSIONS

Span: 374t 2in (11.32m)

Length: 44ft Tin (13.59m)

Height (over rudder); 13ft Oin (3.96m)

DIMENSIONS - 1:72
Span - 157 2mm
Length - 188, Bmm
Height - S5mm

Model Airplane International 57



new releases

Key: IM (Injection-moulded Plastic), PE (Photo-etched Brass), VF (Vac-formed Plastic), WM (White-metal)

Curtiss H75A-1/-3 Hawk 'In French Service'
Scale 1:32 / Azur, Czech Republic / Materials: IM, R, PE / Kit No.: AD45
Availability: Hannants (UK Distribution) and Azur stockists
worldwide / Price Guide: £36.99

= This is the same basic tooling as seen in
the Special Hobby P-36C Mohawk edition.
* Comprises 79 medium grey-coloured and
13 clear plastic, plus 3| photo-etched and
35 resin parts.

+ Colour options are included for three
machines: "White 8', $/No.295, flown by Sgt
G. Lemare of | Escadrille, GC /4 in September

1941; '2°, $/No.217, flown by Lt E.M, La Meslée of | Escadrille GC I/5 in 1940;
|4, X860, S/No.6l, flown by Commander A. Vasatko of | Escadrille GC 115

in May 1940. Each option is dark brown, blue/grey and dark green over sky
grey.

Verdict: The original P-36 was nof that easy to build, as we discovered, due
to the odd split in the fuselage aft of the engine cowling. This has the same
potential problem, although it may be eased (or worsened) by the cut-out
and resin upper cowl insert of this particular kit? The addition of the resin
cockpit interior is certainly welcome, as is the use of pre-painted photo-
etch for the instrument panel etc. Overall we foel that this is a better pack-
age than the original Special Hobby release and it is one we can recommend
to all experienced modellers. Our thanks to Azur for the review sample.
Dimensions

Span - 37ft 4in (11.36m)

Length - 28ft Tin (8.79m)

Dimensions - 1:32

Span - 355mm

Length - 274.7mm

References

Curtiss Hawk 75 by P.M. Bowers, Profile No.B0 (Profile Publications I966)
Curtiss H-75 by P. Marchand & J. Yakamori, Les Ailes de Gloire No.6 (2002)
Fanatique de l'aviation No.19, 22 & 140

Northrop BT-1
Scale 1:72 / Valom, Czech Republic / Materials: IM, R. PE / Kit No.:
72016 | Availability: Hannants (UK Importer) and Valom stockists
worldwide / Price Guide: £19.99 e

+ Forerunner of the Douglas Dauntless
designed by Ed Heinemann.

« Comprises 44 grey-coloured plastic,
plus one injected and one vac-formed
clear component, 10 resin and 33
photo-etched parts.

« It is goed to see a vac-formed plastic
canopy as all their previous Devastator kits had
an injected canopy that was too wide for the fuselage!
+ Colour options are included for two machines: 5-B-7 on board

USS Yorktown in 1937/39; 6-B-9 on USS Enterprise in 1937/38. Both are
aluminium overall with Chrome Yellow wing upper surfaces. Colour are iden-
tified by Humrol, Agama, Model Master, Gunze Sangyo and Fs 595a codes in
the instructions.

Verdict: As the sire of the Dauntless the BT-1 has a place in history, even

if it was only ever used by two squadrons. This type of limited-run kit is
not easy to build, and is really only for the more experienced modeller. Our
thanks to Valom for supplying the review sample.

Dimensions

Span - 4lft Bin (12.6m), Length - 3ift Bin (9.6m), Height - 13ft (3.9m)
Dimensions - 172

Span - I75mm, Length - 133.3mm, Height: 54.2mm

References

Fine Scale Modeler Vol.I0 No.7 November 1982 (scale plans)

SBD Dauntless In Action by R. Stern (Squadron/Signal Publications 1984)
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Albatras D.III

Scale 1:32 / Roden, Ukraine / Materials: IM / Kit No.: 606 /
Availability: Pocketbond Ltd (UK Importer) and Roden stockists
worldwide / Price Guide: £34.99

* New tooling.
= Comprises 85 light grey-coloured plastic components, plus two clear
acetate windscreens.

« The instructions include a clear set of rigging diagrams and there is an
errata sheet included that warns the modeller that colour options 5, 6 and

7 can’t be made from this kit, as these have the offset radiator in the upper
wing, and the kit includes only the centrally positioned unit.

+ Colour options are included for seven machines, three can’t be made from
the kit, so we will ignore them. The remainder are: Jasta Il machine flown

by Lt Lothar von Richthofen in the Spring of 1917; Jasta Il machine flown

by Lt Manfred von Richthofen from Roucourt, France in April 1917; Jasta 26
machine flawn by Lt Bruno Loerzer on the Western Front in the Summer of
1917; W/Nr. 2096/16 of Jasta 26, flown by Lt Friedrich-Wilhelm Wichard and
captured in France on the 2ist April 1917.

Verdict: Although the error in the decal options is a bit annoying, the actual
mwm&nhwmmwmmmmmwmm
example from Battleaxe we featured in Issue 8 (March 2006). If is recom-
mend to all WWI fans and our thanks go to Roden for supplying the review
sample.

Dimensions

Span - Upper 28ft B 1/4in (9.05m), Lower 8.8Im
Length - 24ft 5/8in (7.33m)

Dimensions - |:48

Span - Upper 282.8mm, Lower 275.3mm
Length - 228mm

References

Albatros DIl & D.Il Oeffag by Dr Mgr P. A, Tesar
(JaPo 1998)

Albatros DIl by P.M. Grosz, Windsock Datafile
Special (Albatros Productions 2003 ISBN:1-902207-62-9

Gloster Gladiator Mk 1/11/J8
Scale 1:48 / Roden, Ukraine / Materials: IM / Kit No.: 438 / Availability:
Pocketbond Ltd (UK Importer) and Roden stockists worldwide / Price
Guide: £16.99

« Reissue combining the Mk | and Mk Il kits first released in 2003.
« Comprises 95 light grey-coloured plastic, plus seven clear plastic parts.
« Colour options are included for nine machines: N§582, Mk Il (Met) of
No.1402 (Met) Flight; N2303, Mk Il (Met) of No.1401 (Met) Flight: Mk [,
G-704 of 5 Eskadrille, Lithuanian AF; Mk I, G-709, ex-Lithunian machine
used by the Russian Air Force in 1941; Mk |, '427 of the Norwegian Army Air
Service Fighter Wing: J8 (Mk 1), 8+5 of the Royal Swedish AF; Mk |, 176" of
the Latvian AF: Mk |, ‘White 30' of | Escadrille, | Groupe, Belgian AF; Mk |,
NJ+BO of ErgGr (s) | of the Luftwaffe,
Verdict: Although the kits have been out before, the mix of countries
offered in the decals and the inclusion of secondline RAF units does make
this one very appealing. Our thanks to Roden for supplying the review
sample.
Dimensions
Span - 32ft 3in (9.83m)
Length - 271 Sin (8.36m)
Height (tail down) - l1ft in (3.57m)
[MK 1, 11t 7in (3.52m) [Mk Il]
Dimensions - 1:48
Span - 204.8mm, Length - I74.2mm,
Height: 74.4mm [Mk 1], 73.3mm [Mk 1]
References
Gloster Gladiator by A. Crawford, (Mushroom
Publications 2002)
Hurricane & Gladiator by K. Keskinen & K. Stenman, Suomen
limavoimien Historia No.25 (K. Stenman 2005)




Sukhoi S5u-35 & Su-37

Scale 1:144 | Dragon, Hong Kong / Materials: IM / Kit No.: 4584 /
Availability: The Hobby Company Ltd (UK Importer) and Dragon stock-
ists worldwide / Price Guide: £7.99

Status: Revised tooling

Parts: 100 medium grey-coloured and
two clear plastic parts

Decal Options: 2 (‘7I', the machine dis-
played at the 1999 Paris Air Show and
‘709’ of the Russian Air Force as seen at
Schonefeld, Berlin in 1994)

Note: Features new fuselage, movable
canards, optional landing gear and R-27,
R-73 and Kh-29 missiles

References

Flankers, the new generation, Red Star Vol.2 (Midland Publishing)

Sukhoi Su-27 Flanker by S. Skrynnikov (Concord Publications)

Su-27 Flanker by D.R. Jenkins & J. Miller, Aerofax Extra 3 (Aerofax Inc, 1991)
Su-27 Flanker Story (Air Fleet)

Messerschmitt Bf 109G-10 & K4
Scale 1:72 / Fine Molds, Japan / Materials: IM / Kit No.: FLII & FLI2 /
Availability: Arba Products (UK Importer) and Fine Molds stockists
worldwide / Price Guide: £TBA (¥2200 ea) [
——

Decal options: 2 [G-10] (Uffz. H.
Munninger & Uffz. J. Twietmeyer), | [K-4] (Obit G.
Grossjohann).

References

Messerschmitt Bf I09F, G & K series: An lllustrated History by J. Prien & P.
Rodeike (Schiffer ISBN 0-88740-424-3)
Messerschmitt Bf 109K by A. Janda & T. Pruba (JAPO 1997)

Hawker Nimrod 11
Scale I:72 / CMR, Czech Republic / Materials: R / Kit No.: 150 /
Availability: Hannants (UK Distribution) and CMR stockists worldwide /
Price Guide: £24.99

Status - New tooling (Nimrod I = #1i7)

Parts: 57 resin and 2 vac-formed clear plastic

Decal Options: 6 (K4620/No.80I Sqn, K3656/No.802 Sqn, 170", 17I' &
179’ of the Royal Danish Air Force)
References

Hawker Fury and Nimrod by Alex
Crawford (Mushroom Model
Publications 2006 ISBN: 83-
89450-41-0)

Focke-Wull Fw 190A 4
Scale 1:48 / Hasegawa, Japan / Materials: IM / Kit No.: JT9I /
Availability: Amerang Ltd (UK Distribution) and Hasegawa stockists
worldwide / Price Guide: £16.99

Status: Revision from previous A-3
(JT90 - See Issue 7)

Parts: 84 grey-coloured and 5
clear plastic components, plus
four poly caps

Decal Dptions: 2 (Maj. Hans
Trautioft & Maj. Hubertus von
Bonin)

References

Focke-Wulf Fw IS0A, Aero Detail
No. 2, (Art Box Co,, Lid)
Focke-Wulf Fw I190A: An lllustrated History of the

Luftwaffe’s Legendary Fighter Aircraft by D. Hermann, U. Leverenz & E.
Weber (Schiffer ISBN: 0-7643-1940-X)

Sukhei Su-7B, BMK & UM

Scale I:144 / Attack Hobby Kits, Czech Republic / Materials: IM / Kit
No.: 14408, 14410 & 14411 / Availability: Hannants (UK Distribution) and
Attack Hobby Kits stockists worldwide / Price Guide: £5.80 each

Status: New tooling
Decal Options: 2 [B] (Soviet Air Force), 4 [BMK] (Iragi, Egyptian, Czech &
Soviet), 4 [UM] (Czech, Indian, Egyptian & Soviet)

References

Air Action No.29
Su-7 In Action No, 90 (Squadron/Signal Publications)

McDD AV-8B Plus 'Italian Navy'

Scale 1:48 | Hasegawa, Japan / Materials: IM, WM
Kit No.: 09684 | Availahility: Amerang Ltd (UK Distribution) and
Hasegawa stockists worldwide / Price Guide: £21.99

Status: Revised reissue of kit originally released in 2004 (#PT28)

Parts: 10 clear and 150 grey-coloured injected plastic parts plus two white-
metal components and four poly caps
Decal Options: 3 (105, 1-04° and 113
all from Giuseppe Garibaldi, | Grupaer
based at Grottaglie)

References

[BAe] Harrier - Inside and Out (Crowood
Press 2003)

Modelling the Harrier | & |I, Osprey
Modelling Guide No.l by G. Ashley
(Osprey Publishing 2004)
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accessories

Quite a number of new products this month. so without further ado...

This month sees another selection of new releases in this excellent range.

1:72 0B72 D49

B-17G Flying Fortress Engines
In this set you get four new detailed
engine units complete with separate
rear bulkheads to replace these
elements of the Academy kit
Designed for: Academy kit

Material: R
Price Guide: £3.50

1:72 0B72 053
TBM-I Avenger Engine

This now engine is cast integrally
with the rear bulkhead but has all
ancillaries as separate components
Designed lar: Hasegawa kit
Material: R

PI"EI.' Gllldl.' Ez En

1:48 0B48 067
Spitfire Mk IX Flat Tank

The profiled auxiliary fuel tank, as
carried on the centreline of the later
marks of Spitfire, is offered here as a
single add-on resin component.
Designed {or: Hasegawa Revell kils
Material: R

Price Guide: £2 B0

1:48 0B48 071
P-39C/D Airacobra Exhausts

This set offers the six-stack units
of the early C & D versions, cast in
blocks 1o act as direct replacements
for the kit parts

Designed for: Eduard kils

Material: R

Price Guide: £1.93

Key - Photo-etched metal (with or w/o acetate film)
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1:72 0B72 050
B-24 Liberator Engines

This is another set of four engine
units, this time cast integrally with
the rear bulkheads to replace the kit
parts

Designed lor: Minicralt kil

Material: R

Price Guide: £3.50

Junkers Ju 8BBA-4 Guns

In this set you get the MG BIZ and
three MG 15 machine guns to replace
these items in the new Hasegawa kit
Designed for: Hasegawa kit

Material: R

Prica Guide: £1.99

e

1:48 0B48

Hawker Typhoon Exhausts
This set offers the six-stack units
cast as direct replacements for the
kit parts.

Designed for: Hasegawa kils
Material: R

Price Guide: E1.99

He 219A-9 Conversion

This simple conversion comprises
one piece, that being the forward
section of the ventral gun tray, which
is depicted in this case as the four-
cannon unit.

Designed lor: Tamiya kit
Material: R
Price Guide: £2 60

- Resin

Duickboost, Czech Republic [www.quickboost.net] / Available from Hannants (UK) and Squadron (USA)

| it

| Y

1:72 DB72 051

DC-3 Dakota/C-47 Engines
This set has two highly detailed
engines cast with the rear bulkhead
to act as direct replacements for the
kit parts.

Designed for: Ialeri’ Rirfix kits
Material. R

Prica Guide: E2 60

B-25J Mitchell Gun Barrels
In this pack you get fifteen
repacement 0.50in machine-gun
barrels, all nicely perforated
Designed for: Hasegawa kil
Matarial: R

Price Guide: £1.989

1:48 0B48 069
Hawker Tempest Exhausts

This is another set of six-stack units,
this time with flared outiets, cast as

direct replacements for the kit parrs

Designod for: Eduard kits

Material: R

Price Guide: £1.99

1:32 0B32 D19
Spitfire Mk V Exhausts

These fishtail exhaust units are
hollow and grouped together 1o
simply plug into the model in place of
the kit parts.

Designed lor: Hasegawa kit

Material: R

Price Guide: £2 60

- Self-adhesive Vinyl Paint Mask {Die-cut)

1:72 0B72 052
Brewster B-239 Buffalo Engine
Here you get a new detailed engine
cast with the rear bulkhead to act as a
direct replacement for the Hasegawa
kit, not Tamiya as it says on the
packaging.

Designed lor: Hasegawa kit

Material: R

Price Guide: £2.60

> R

1:48 0B48 060 N.A.
P-51D Mustang Exhausts
This set gives you the six-stack units
without the shroud, cast as direct
replacements for the kit parts.
Designed for: Tamiya kits
Material: R
Price Guide: £1.89

1:48 0B48 070

SBD-3 Dauntless Engine

In this set you get a highly detailed
replacement engine with the rear
bulkhead as a separate piece
Designed for: Accuraln Minialures
kits

Material: R

Price Guide: E3.60

The Quickboost range is now
well established and extremely useful
These larest additions are no exception,
being beautifully cast, and will cer-
tainly be of great use for their infended
kit. The Ju BBA-4 armament set is a
good example of how this range can
overcome a small problem in a new kit
quickly and efficiently. Excellent, they
are highly recommanded to all, and our
thanks to Quickboost for the review
samples
RAvailable from: www.quichboost. ne!




Aires, Czech Republic (www.aires.cz) / Available from Hannants (UK) and Squadron (USA)

4

Some more new products fram Aires this month, so what's on offer?

4ot

1:48 4308
JAS-39A/B Gripen Exhaust

Nozzle - Closed

This is one of Aires’ detailed replacement
exhaust units, cast in three separate
sections and with the afterburner ring
supplied as photo-etched.

Designed for: ltaleri kit

Malerial: R, PE

Price Guide: £7.25
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1:72 7162

Junkers Ju 88 Wheels

This is a simple set of detailed,
‘weighted’ main and tailwheels for the
new Ju B8 kit, complete with die-cut
vinyl masks to ease painting.
Designed lar: Hasagawa kil

Malerial: R

Price Guide: £2.30
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1:48 4318 1:48 4319
E.E. Lightning F Mk 2/6 Exhaust  E.E. Lightning F Mk 2/6 Wheel Bays
Nozzles In this set you get a new nose

wheel bay cast integrally with the
intake shock cone mount plus new
detailed main wheel bays and a set of
replacement doors,

Designad for: Rirfiz kit

Material: R

Price Guide: £7.25

This set offers detailed replacement
exhaust units, cast in three separate
sections, plus the afterburner ring
that is photo-etched.

Deugnnd for: Rirlix kit

Material: R, PFE

Price Buide: £9.10

,_?. -

F-I6C Wheel Bays

Phew, this is a set of very highly
detailed nose and main wheel bays
to replace these areas in the kit. And
when we say highly detailed, we are

A-7D Corsair Electronics Bay
Similar to the A-TE set (#2058) we
reviewed last month, this set gives

you highly detailed electronics bays
that act as replacements for the kit

parts. not kidding!
Designed lor: Trumpetor kit Designed far: Academy kit
Material: R Material: R

Price Guide: £7.25 Price Guide: E12.70

As we expect, all of the above sets are excellent. The F-I6 bays are absolutely
stunning and will need some careful painting, while the sets for the Airfix Lightning
are very welcome. The level of detail coupled with their quality means they are highly
recommended to all, and our thanks to Aires for supplying the review samples.
Available from: www aires cz

L%

9
A~

JAS-39A/B Gripen Exhaust

Nozzle - Open

The opposite of the previous set, this
one depicts the nozzle open, but is
still made of the one photo-etched
and four resin parts.

Dosigned lar: DNalari kit

Maturial: R, PE

Price Buide: £7.25

1:48 4320
E.E. Lightning F Mk 2/6 Cockpit Set

Approached in the usual manner, this
new cockpit comprises the detailed ‘tub’
with separate sidewalls, contral column,
ejection seat and instrument panel/
upper decking, all in resin. Smaller
details like the instrument panel fascia,
soat belts, rudder pedals and ejection
seal firing handle are all photo-etched.
Desigmed for: Nirfix kit

Material: R, PE

Price Guide: £7.25

' . o™
1:48 4316
Focke-Wulf Fw 190A-8 Wheels
This is a simple set of detailed,
‘weighted’ main wheels to act as
replacements for the kit parts along
with die-cut vinyl masks to ease their
painting.

Designed for: Any A B kit

Material: R

Price Guids: £4.50

Seamless Suckers, USA / Available from manufacturer

With their excellent name, you will not be surprised to hear that this American

firm produce replacement jet intakes.

1:48 5528
Boeing/McDD F/A-IBE/F Intakes

As it says, this is a replacement set
of intakes for the new Hasegawa kit,
moulded in one piece to get over the
unsightly seam lines seen inside these
areas provided in the kit parts. Just
a lirtle clean up of the pour, etc, will
be needed before they can be used,
but ather than that they are direct
replacement items.

Designed far: Hasogawa kit
Material: R

Price Guide: ETBA ($10.00

1:32 5527
LTV A-7D/E Intake

Once again this set gets over
unsightly seams in the kit intake and
exhaust by offering them as single-
piece resin castings. In this instance
the intake includes the 'lip’ as well as
the moulded detail for the nosewheel
well seen on the original kit part.
Designed lor: Trumpeter kit
Material: R

Price Guide: ETBA ($20.00

The whaole range from this manufacturer is excellent; they are nicely made
and fit wall, from reports we have had, 5o they can be highly recommended o all
USN fans who want to banish those unsightly seams from their models! Our thanks
to Seamless Suckers for supplying the review samples.

Available from: Manulacturer
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And more new items for the Scale Aircraft Modeller

Here is the latest bunch of updates from Pavla.

vy o YOV

1:144 U144.01
RAF Ground Equipment Set

WW2 Part |

This set comprises the ‘ground’ as a
resin block, onto which you can put the
trolley accumulator, working platform,
oil drum and various crates supplied as
separate parts. The warning signs are
supplied as paper. but only printed on
the instruction sheet o be cul oul, so
their quality is not that good.

Designed for: Various

Matarial: R

Price Buide: £9.6D

N 1
Handley-Page Halifax GR Mk Il
Not just a cockpit set, this one
includes the entire forward nose
sections as replacement and highly
detalled parts, plus you get the full
two-tier cockpit area and vac-form
clear plastic replacement canopy,
side windows and nose blister.
Designed for: Matchbox/Revell kits
Material: R VF
Price Guids: £18 60

1:72 U7274
Wessex HAS.2

This set offers more detail parts for
various components in the Italeri kit
There are no instructions as such,
just a list of parts, but as there are
na diagrams you will have to sort out
what part replaces what before you
start work!

Designed lor Italeri kit

Malerial: R

Price Guide: ETBA

1:72 C72051

Westland Wessex HU.S5

This set offers a new resin cockpit
interior complete with sidewalls,
instrument panel, seats with moulded
belts and the overhead console
Designed for: ltaleri or Revall kits
Material: R

Price Guide; ES. B0

1:72 5720491
Ejection Seats for TSR.2

This is a set of two Martin-Baker

Mk BA ejection seats complete with
all the details and seat belts moulded
onto them.

Designed lor: Rirfix kit

Material: R

Price Guide: £2.50

1:48 548022
Martin-Baker Mk 2F Ejection Seat

This seat is moulded as one piece,
complete with seat harness and firing
handle. The Mk 2F is listed by Pavia
as being suitable for the Meteor and
Sea Hawk, but our lists indicate it
was only used on the Venom FB Mk |
and FB Mk 4, as the Sea Hawk used
the Mk 20 and the Meteor the Mk 2E,
although they all look pretty similar!
Designed lor: Ses review

Material: R

Price Guide: E1.75

Pavla Models, Czech Republic [www.pavlamodels.cz| / Available from Hannants (UK) and Squadron (USA)

Bell OH-58D Cockpit Set

As with the Wessex set, this one
offers a replacement cockpit interior
complete with floor/bulkhead,
instrument panel, seats with moulded
belts and the overhead console.
Designed lor: laleri kit

Material: R

Price Guide: E7.50

Douglas B-26K Engine Set
This is another set to correct the
deficient engines and cowls in the
Italeri kit, and this one includes
separate cowl gills in the open
position and separate exhaust
stacks.

Designed lor: Ralari kit

Maierial: R

Price Guide: £5.650

TR

1:48 U414
Control Surfaces F4U-5/7

This is a set of replacement ailerons,
rudder and elevators plus tailplanes
for the Hasegawa kit

Designod for: Hasegawa Revall kits
Matarial: R

Price Buide: E4.55

accessories

=

1:72 C72053
BAC TSR.2 Cockpit Set

Thankfully this set not only
updates the whole interior of the
Airfix kit, but there are vac-formed
replacement canopies to deal with
that aspect as well.

Designed lor: Airfiz kit

Material: R, VF

Price Guide: £9 30

M

B T i m-f@g
172 U7273

RATO Bottles for Seafire

This set offers two twin-RATO
(Rocket-Assisted Take-0ff) bottle
units that are suitable for the
Seafire, although they may also be
usable with other aircraft types?
Designed lor: Any Seatire kit
Material: R

Price Guide: E1.75

1:32 C32001

MiG-19P Cockpit Set

This set comprises the cockpit
tub, sidewalls, seat, rear decking,
control column and gunsight in
resin plus a new fwo-part vac-
formed replacement canopy. All the
instrument dials that fit into the
resin panel are supplied as acetate
film images.

Designed far: Trumpater kil
Material: R, VF

Price Guide: E18.60

All of the above sets are good, being well cast with good levels of detail, and are certainly worth giving serious consideration

Please note thar some sets have been primed grey by us fo ease photography. Our thanks to Pavia Models for the review samples.

Available from: www j:'.\'.-lnmul.'.r:lu cx
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This month sees another large batch of self-adhesive die-cut paint masks from this Polish manufacturer.

1:72 Mini Mask series

For this series you get one set of masks for the canopy and all other glazing,
as well as masks for the wheels of the intended kir.
SM72112 Focke-Wulf Fw 58C Weihe (Special Hobby)
SM72113 Sikorsky HH-53C (Fujimi)

SM72114 Mitsubishi Ki-48-1l (Hasegawa)

SM72115 Kawanishi NIK2-J Shiden Kal (Aoshima)
SM72116 Focke-Wulf Ta I52H-1 (Aashima)

SM7217 Vought SB2U-1/2 Vindicator (Special Hobby)
SM72118 Vultee Vengeance Mk I/1l (Special Hobby)
SM72120 Reggiane Re.2000 (Special Hobby)

SM72121 Hawker Sea Hawk (Special Hobby)

SM72122 Boulton-Paul Defiant (MPM)

SM72123 Bristol Beaufort (Special Hobby)

1:48 Mini Mask series

h this larger scale you get masks for both the interior and exterior of the canopy,
plus those for the wheels.

SM48238 Northrop P-61 Black Widow (Monogram/Revell)

SM48240 Aichi B7A2 Grace (Hasegawa)

SM48241 D.H. Mosquito B Mk IV (Tamiya)

SM48245 Heinkel He 162A-2 (Tamiya)

1:48 Super Mask series
This series offers canopy (interior and exterior) and wheel masks plus a full set of
masks to reproduce the colour schemes listed below, to replace those in the kit.
K4BI0G Messerschmitt Bf I09K-4 (Hasegawa): ‘Blue 8’ of 14./JG53 based at Echterdingen in May 1945
and White 5 of NJG Il in May 1945.
L48108 Gloster Gladiator (Roden): K640 of No.73 Sqn, RAF, 1938 and K7974 of No.87 Sqn, RAF, in 1938.
K4BII0 Hawker Hurricane Mk lic (Hasegawa): ‘5319, GL*27 of No.ll OTU, SAAF and Z3515, +U of No 126
San based at Ta'Oali in 1941
K4BIIl Westland Lysander Mk lll (Gavia): LY-1!8 of 2/Lelv.|6, Finnish Air force in 1941 and V3484, AR*M of
N0.309 (Polish) Sgn, 1942
K48113 Curtiss SB2C-4/4E Helldiver (Revell/Monogram): ‘White 109" of VB-88 in 1945 and '14' of VB-150 ¥
on USS Lake Champlain in August 1845
K4B115 Nakajima Ki-B4 Hayate (Hasegawa): ‘Red 76 probably from 183rd Shimbu-tal, Special Antack Unit
in 1945 and a machine of the B5th Hiko-Sentain based in Korea in 1944-45
K4BIIT Messerschmitt Me 262A-2a (Tamiya): 8K+FB of | /KG5I ‘Edelweisy’, flown by Lt Wilhelm Bastel
based at Saaz in May 1945 and ‘Black X' of |./KG5! based at Fassberg in 1945.
K4B8119 Kawasaki Ki-6/-1 Hien (Hasegawa): Ki-61-1 Ko of the 68th Sentai based in New Guinea in August
1943 and a Ki-61- Hei of the 244th Sentai based at Chofu, Japan in February 1945,

1:48 Maxi Mask series

This series offers canopy and wheel masks plus a full set of masks to replace the
kit decal options.

MM4B8236 V.S. Spitfire Mic IX/XVI (Airfix #05113)

MM4B237 Supermarine Walrus (Classic Airframes #4105)

MM48243 Boeing B-17G Flying Fortress (Monogram #5600)

MM48244 Heinkel He I77A-5 (MPM #48058)

1:32 Mini Mask series

As with the |:4B versions, in this scale this series offers masks for both the
extarior and interior of the canopy and the wheel hubs,

SM32061 Douglas SBD-1/2 Dauntiess (Trumpeter)

Venters Productions, USA [www.ventersaerospace.com| / Available from manufacturer

We featured the first product from this new American firm in Issue I7, well here is the latest release.

1:32 32002 Bf 109G-2 to K-4 Cockpit Interior
This highly detailed resin cockpit tub is a direct replacement for the kit parts and comprises 29
resin and four clear acetate components. The set gives the option of building the seat with or
without the parachute pack in situ and even the pilot’s flare pistol is included. The manufacturer
also includes notes in the instructions of how to backdate this set to the F-series, should you wish
to use it with the Aires F-series conversion.
Designed for: Hasegawa kils
Mat=rial: R
Price Guide: ETBA (524.95

This is an excellent set, as the finesse of detail and quality of casting is first class. The inclusion
of optional parts to allow the modeller to depicr a Bf 108 ar ‘readiness’ is an excellent one, as is designing
the set to backdate to the F-series. It is therefore highly recommended to all Luftwaffe fans, and our
thanks to Venters Productions for the review sample

T . -

Available from: www.venlersasrespace.com

Plastic Model Club Montex, Poland [www.mentex-mask.com| / Available from: SBX Models (UK) & Karaya (Poland)

1:32 Super Mask series
Again in this scale you get interior
and exterior canopy masks, plus
masks for the wheel hubs and for all
the markings of the alternative colour
schemes below.

K32097 Westland Lysander Mk Il
(Matchbox/Revell): V9323 a TT Mk
Il operated by the RCAF and V38I7
another TT Mk I, this time operated
by the USAAF in 1944

1:24 Super Mask series

In this scale you get interior and exterior
canopy masks, plus those for all the
markings of the alternative colour
schemes below.

K24024 Messerschmitt Bf I09K-4
(Trumpeter): ‘186’ of lIl./JG27 or ‘Black <'
of KG(J) 6 based at Melnik, March 1945

The Montex range goes from
strength to strength and all of those
featured above are extremely useful and
very appealing. Modellers in the UK can
obitain this range from SBX Model Shop,
while all other orders can be fulfilled by
Karaya in Poland. Our thanks to Plastic
Mode! Club Montex for the review samples
Available rom:
www.shxmodalshop.co.uk ar
www, Karaya.ceti.pl

Model Airplane International B3
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Our final batch of new items this month...

PJ Productions, Belgium (www.pjproductions.net] / Availahle from Hannanis (UK)

Known for their excellent resin kits, this Belgian manufacturer also offers some excellent accessories

Chevrolet Utility

This is a neat little resin kit of the
type of utility truck seen at many
USAF bases throughout the world
from the 1980s onwards. It is made
almost entirely from resin, has a full
interior and utilises vac-formed clear
plastic for the windscreen and side
windows.

Designed for: N/R

Material: R

Price Guide: ETBA

1:48 4811118
NATO Pilot 1960s

This is one of PJ's excellent crew
figures depicting a seated NATO pilot
with hands on stick and throttle,
suitable attired right down to the
Rayban sunglasses!

nusignn:i far: N/A

Maierial: R

Price Buide: £4.50

1:72 721204
Martin-Baker Mk 2H Ejection Seat

This is a simple, well detailed ejection
seat with all the belts moulded but
the firing handle separate. The Mk 2H
was fitted to the Hunter right the way
through the series, including many

of the export versions, but with the
exception of those fitted with the

Mk 3H (See right).

Designed for: PJ Production or
Revell kits

Material: R

Price Guide: E2.15

US Navy Pilot

This is another of their excellent
crew figures, this time depicting a
modern USN pilot, seated and with
hands on stick and throttle. The pose
and style of clothing put it as being
suitable for subjects from the 1980s
Designed lor: N/A

Material: R

Price Guide: E9.ED

These are all excellent new products fram PJ, well detailed and nicely
produced. If the subjects interest you then they can be mest highly recommended
Our thanks to PJ Productions for supplying the review samples.

Available from: www. pjpreduction. net

Martin-Baker Mk 3H Ejection Seat
This is a simple, well-detailed ejection
seal, once again with all the belts
moulded and the firing handle separate
The Mk 3H was also fitted 10 the Hunter,
including the RAF FGA.9 & FR.I0 plus
the FR.I0 & F.73 (Oman), F.76 (Abu
Dhabi), F.71 (Chile), F.59 (Iraq), F.58
(Swirzeriand) and FGA.9 (Zimbabwe).
Designed lor: PJ Production ar
Revall kits

Material: R

Price Guide: £2.15

1:72 721206

Atar 9C ‘Short Tail' Conversion
This set allows you to convert the
PJ Mirage IIC/BJ kit into the short-
tailed Atar 9C powered version,

as used by the |AF. It is a simple
conversion comprising the exhaust
pipe and extreme tip of the tail as
resin and the feathers of the exhaust
itself in photo-etched brass.
Designed lor: PJ Productions kit
Material: R, PE

Price Guide: £4.98

CMR, Czech Republic / Available from Hannants (UK),

Better known for their excellent resin kits, CMR do occasionally release resin

conversions as well, and what we have here is the most recent one.

1:72

V.S. Seafire Mk XV/XVII Folding Wings

Intended for their Mk XV ‘A Frame Hook'
(#120), Mk XV ‘Stinger Hook' (#119) and
Mic XVl (#121) kits, this set allows you to
replace the kit wing with a new multi-part
example allowing you to pose them in

the folded position. The set also contain®
additional decal options as follows: Mk XV
(A-frame Hook) SR530, AAsK of No.BB3
Sqn, RCN, RCNAS Dartmouth in June
1948; Mk XV (Stinger Hook), SWI82,

‘134’ of No.802 Sgn on HMS Theseus in
February 1948; Mk XVII, SKI5E, 156" of
No.767 Sgn, Deck Control Officer Training
Unit, RNAS Yeovilton, 1950.

Designed for: CMRA kits
Matarial: R
Price Guide: £15.40

15171200 200 |
Adaa Kk T =

005 s

-30 q@

This is an excellent updare set,

which will allow you to display your madel
with thar pecufiar ‘double-kink’ wing fold
of the Seafire. The quality of the resin
parts is excellent and the inclusion of yet
maore colour options is a nice touch. It is
mast highly recommended to all fans of the
Spitfire/Seafire and our thanks fo CMR for
the review sample

Available from: www hannants couk

MasterCasters, UK (www.mastercasters.co.uk| / Available from Cammett Lid (UK) & Victory Maodels (USA)

Initially known for their excellent sponge sanding pads and cockpit detail sets (See Issues 5 & |1), this UK firm have now moved into producing resin replace-
ment wheel sets, and so here are their first three releases.

(=g,
148
Wellington Weighted Wheels
This is a highly detailed set of
‘weighted” main and tailwheels

as direct replacements for the
multi-part plastic and rubber units
included in the Trumpeter kit
Designed for: Trumpelor kil
Material: R

Price Guide: £3.95

&

PV 2 o o
1:32 M5T32001
ABM2 Zero Weighted Wheels
This is another set of highly detailed
‘weighted’ main and tailwheels that are
offered as direct replacements for the muilti-
part plastic and rubber units included in the
Tamiya kit. The hubs have had the correct
bolt detail added to enhance them further
Designed for: Tamiya kit

Material: R

Price Guide: £3 65

64 Meodel Airplane International - February 2007

:32 M5T32003
SBD Dauntless Weighted Wheels
This set of ‘weighted’ main wheels
replace the plastic and rubber
ones in the Trumpeter kit, The
tyres feature circumferential tread
patterns and the hubs have all the
correct bolt detail etc.
Designed for: Trumpeter kit
Malerial: R
Price Guids: E3 BS

This is an excellent start for
this series, they are all beautifully
detailed and cast and will look better
than the rubber examples in the kits
They are highly recommended 1o all
and our thanks to MasterCasters for
the review sample. Next in this series
will be wheels for the Trumpeter 1:48
Wyvern.

Rvailable from

www. mastercasters co.uk
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new releases -

This month we have a nice mixed batch of subjects for a number of manufacturers.

Aviprint, Czech Republic [www.avip
Available in the UK from: Hannants '

=
?

I

5 FRANCIS GABRESK]

1:72 72013 Thunderbolt Aces Memorial - Francis Gabreski
= P-470-1, 42-7871, HV-A, Bist FS, 56th FG, September 1943 (00/NG)
« P-470-5, 42-8458, HV-F, Bist FS. 56th FG, used by Gabreski while HV-A underwent repairs, November 1943 (0D/NG)

-i: Hv ;‘ -
= P-470-11, 42-75510, HV-A, Blst FS, 56th FG, January 1944 (DD/NG) I - ; : :‘ S ——

» P-470-11, 42-75510, HV-A, Blst FS, 56th FG, 27th March 1844 (OD/NG) w = M‘

« P-47D-22, 42-25864 HV-A, Gist FS, 56th G, May 1944 (NM) m s -8 aw
« P-47D-25, 42-26418 HV-A, Bist FS, 561h FG, end of May 1944 (NM) I > é st

« P-470-25, 42-26418, HV-A, Bist FS, 56th FG, June 1944 (0G/DG/NM) - L B T

« P-470-25, 42-26418, HV-A, Blst FS, 56th FG, July 1944 (0G/DG/NM) "{;“"—""‘ 2R Jit 2o

Colour Key: 0D - Dlive Drab, NG - Neutral Grey, 0G - RAF Ocean Brey, DG - RAF Dark Green, NM - Natural Metal 41 o
Designed for: Tamiya or Academy kits Ok o @0_0 EO:ICO:I

Price Guide: £6.99 j

I:48 48015 Thunderbolt Aces Memorial - Francis Gabreski |- 0 :g -

« P-47D-1, 42-7871, HV-A, Blst FS, 561h FG, September 1943 (OD/NG) :03:034:0: - - :0:!

« P-470-11, 42-75510, HV-A, Glst FS, 56th FG, 27th March 1844 (00/NG) = :@:. : i
« P-47D-25, 42-26418, HV-A, Blst FS, 56th FB, June 1944 (OG/DG/NM) O

» P-470-25, 42-2641B, HV-A, Bist FS, 56th FE. July 1844 (0G/DG/NM) . = :

Calour Key: 0D - Olive Drab, NG - Neutral Grey, 0G - RAF Dcean Grey, DG - RAF Dark Green, NM - Natural Metal I:Q.—.vcg::g:, 4 Eo:‘:e_—-

Designed for: Tamiya or Hasegawa kits HVAHVA . #
Price Guide: £699 e =

Verdict: Aviprint decals are excellent, very thin with perfect register and colour density. s FO:' --_0:’

This new batch is up to their usual high standards and can be recommended to all HVAHVA -

USAAF fans. Our thanks to Aviprint for the review samples.

BEST BUY

FOR: SEE REVIEWS

Vingtor Decals, Norway (www.vingtor.net/decals|

Available from: Hannants (UK), Meteor Productions (USA)

e (O] PN

1:72 72-008 Northrop F-5 Freedom Fighter RNoAF 1966-1972
+ F-5A(G)-30, 66-9209, MU-K. No.338 Sqn ANoAF, 1968 (A)

+ F-54(G)-35, 67-21165 AI-R, No.334 Sqn ANoAF, 1971 ()

« F-5B(B)-20, B6-9241, AH-Y, No.332 Sqn RNoAF, 1968 (4) @* @_ e
o

» F-5B(G)-15, B5-10594, AH-Z, No.332 Sqn RNoAF, 1968 (A) w\ I
» F-58(G)-20, B6-0241, AH-Y, No.332 Sqn ANAF, 1968 (4) @h”_’/v @ L T
« F-5A(G)-30, B6-7130, RI-H, No.334 Sqn ANoAF, 1968 (A) ABCOLF GHHIINLHNOPRS TUVWI YT @‘b.\@ @ G@’ ®
« F-5A(6)-20, 54-13368, PXT. No.396 San ANGAF, 1971 (A ABCDEF N, WNOPRS TS V2 (OMUAAN &1
= F-5A(G)-40, 68-10498, AZ-6, No. 717 Sqn RNoAF, 1971 (A) WMmum" k %::_:"mr\
« F-5A(6)-30. 6-9225. MU-N, No.338 Sqn RNoAF. 1969 () ‘mﬁﬁwsgwmm . T s e \\‘
« F-5A(6)-35. 67-14896, DP-C. No.718 San, RNoAF 1971 (A) mﬁ.“::"?m'““m,,m it dnc D e Ui

: LT STUYE T s i
DA St i FGHIJWXYZ FGHIJWXYZ 54 FOMIWXYZ F GHiIWRYZ
Soniguad fur: ExciE: AH-AZ-RI-RI-DP-DP-MU- PX-DP- Wk RO 0P M-PX. Dp.
Price Guide: £11.15 -AH.‘Z-R"R"DP'BP°MU ‘Fx -DP -H-E{Pw.p‘ op

:ECDEFEWJKLMHHNUPPRR Smyy*x"z %W

1:48 48-007 Northrop F-5 Freedom Fighter BCDE FGGHIJKL MMMNOPPRR L AL LA S
RNoAF 1966-1972 STUVVWXYYZ STUVVWXYYZ T
« F-5A(6)-30, 6-8209, MU-K, No.338 Sqn RNoAF, 1968 (4) 2345678901234 e o | =
« F-5B(6)-20, B6-924I, AH-Y, No.332 Sqn RNoAF. 1968 (A) ———— e ey " o .
« F-5A(G)-35, 67-21165 RI-R, No.334 San ANoAF, 1871 (A) — b i
- F-58(6)-15, B5-10594, AH-Z, No.332 Sgn RNaAF, 1968 (A) - G = 2 -
« F-5B(G)-20, 66-9241, AH-Y, No.332 Sqn RNoAF, 1968 (A) 5.:—-—-"" P T — —
« F-5A(6)-30, B6-7130, Al-H, No.334 Sgn RNoAF. 1968 (A) —
« F-5A(G)-20, 54-13368, PX-T, No.336 Sqn ANAF, 1971 (A) e Oy F
» F-5A(G)-40, B8-10488, AZ-8, No. 717 Sqn RNoAF, 1871 (A) O OO0 L Eons s
« F-5A(G)-30, 66-8225, MU-N, No.338 Sqn RNoAF, 1958 (4) : g
+ F-5A()-35, 67-14896, DP-C. No.TI8 San, RNoAF 1671 (A) R S A — "
Colour Ney: A - Aluminium L ’ : w
Designed for: Classic Airframes kit e PR LR :
o — it
Verdict: These are excellent sheets, with a mass of individual WOoe IOFY : T
markings as well as two complete sefs of stencils (one with and O OG5
of historical and modelling information and they can therefore TSR — e —
be highly recommended to all F-5 or RNoAF fans. Our thanks to ——— FOR: SEE REVIEWS
Vingtor Decals for the review samples.
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* Crystal clear canopy * Top quality decalas

* More than 328 stencil data
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The specialist of Halian Aircraft Kits and much more!
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For a full catalogue, visit our new website. A new update month!
Mail orders. Please make postal orders, IMO payable to MISTER KIT.
Visa/Mastercard accepied. For credit card orders please include card number,
expiry date, card holder’'s name and billing addresses of card. Postage at cost.

E-mail: info@misterkit.com
Website: www.misterkit.com Fax: 0039-02-57600756
For more information about our products write or fax to:
MISTER KIT s.a.s- Via Alberelle 45, 20089 Rozzano, Milano, ltaly
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h’ Model Design Construction

MDC and Radu Brinzan have collaborated
to bring you a 1/32 scale Ki 61 Tony

This is the first of three variants fo be released
Detailed cockpit, wheel well and metal undercarriage

£67.50

We will be open as a limited retail outist for MDC, Warbirds Productions, Mr Hobiby
Accessories eic PLUS Second Hand & New Kits. Special Offers Available

CALLERS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Due to the cost of payment processing, minimum order is £5.00 excluding carriage.
PA&P; Full Kits: minimum charge in all cases £5.
Accessory products included in the order: minimum charge is 10% of the value of these.
Otherwise - P&P in EEC: for orders up to £30, add 10% of order value.
For orders over £30, carriage is free. Outside the EEC: - Free H

Paymant by Credit Card, Cheque IMO or PO
{ESterling, made out to Model Design Construction)

g -

Victoria Pl vuom Eplu Derbyslm DE5 3FW
Answerphone/Fax 01773 513344 » Wurltshop 10-4 weekdays 01773 513345
Email: models@ModelDesignConstruction.com

303 The Broadway » Bexieyheath » Kent » DAS 8DT

- Yo ' 207 OFF ALL STOCK

FOR WNOLE OF FEBRUARY ON, .
,a—-',‘n—m

PURCHASES OVER £2
=¥~/ NewfFeb IISI.‘-.SI‘.II[ISM "l .

! 2
'-.%nﬂlda fo choose from spanning

Up to 50 years of production

TAMIYA » DRAGON = AIRFIX » ITALERI » HELLER & REVELL
MONOGRAM & ESCI # AMT & FUJIMI » HASEGAWA » LINDBERG
ACADEMY » MATCHBOX » TRUMPETER » PRO MODELER ® HAWK » AURORA

Tel/Fax 020 8298 7177
www.kitkrazy.com

WHITE ENSIGN MODELS, South Farm, Snitton, Ludiow, SY8 JEZ.
Tel: 0BTO 220 1888 E-mail: wemilonetel.com
wwrw. whitesnsignmodels.com
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new releases -

Lifelike Decals, Japan [www1B.ocn.ne.jp/~ lifelike/|
Available from: Hannants (UK) M ﬂ_._ﬂ.....'..:

1:48 48-016 Messerschmitt Me 109 Part 2 W m-
= Bf 1096-6, ‘White I' flown by Hptm E. Hartmann, 7/J652, Hungary, March 1945 (RLM74/75/76) ; ] [ =
« BY 109E-, ‘Black 13 of 2/JG77 based at Marquise, France in the later summer of 1940 (RLM 74/75/76) W’ P i
« Bf 109F-2, "White @', flawn by Oblt Hans Phillipp of 4./JG54 based at Staraja, Russia in October 1941 (RLM 02/74/75/76) P s - —=“-_--
« B1 109G-6/R2, "Whita 15, flown by Fhi-Utfz. Otto Leisner of /G300 at Bad Worishofen, Germany in July/August 1944 (RLM T4/75/76) ﬂ* m&ﬁﬁ"
Calour Key: RLM 02 - Graugrin, RLM 74 - Graugriin, RLM 75 - Grauviolett, RLM 76 - Lichthlau . e o ——
Designed for: Tamiva (Bf 109E) & Hasegawa (BY 109F/G) kits >
Price Guide: £9.50 (¥1400)

1:48 48-017 Messerschmitt Me 109 Part 3 Z=A B

« BY 109G-6/AS. “White 10" of I0(N) Moskito/JG300 based at Jiiterbog, Germany in October/November 1944 (RLM 74/75/76) d =4

« B I09E. ‘Black A" flown by Obit Hasselmann, the Geschwader Adjutant of JG 26, based at Audembert, France in the summer of 940 & &

(RLM 02/71/85) 13 l']‘]‘ ] ¢

« B 1096-2/Trop, '<<", flown by Hptm Heinz Bar, the Kammandeur of ./JGT7 based at Comiso, italy in the summer of 1942 (RLM 74/75/76) 13 -

« Bf ID9G-5/AS, W/Nr.1ID064, ‘<<, flown by Maj. Ginther Specht, the Kommandeur of IL/JGII based st Wunstarl, Germany in April 1844 i + +

(RLM 74/75/76) e + +

Calour Key: RLM 02 - Graugriin, RLM 65 - Helfblaw, RLM 71 - Dunkelgrin, RLM 74 - Graugriin, RLM 75 - Grauviolert, RLM 76 - Lichtblau . e i)

Designed for: Tamiya (BY 109E) & Hasegawa (Bf I03F/G) kits + 4+ * + + * +

Price Guide: £9.50 (¥1400) J L+*"‘* *+‘ e
Ter i i Bl [ ] [

Verdict: This is another couple of excellent sheets from Lifelike. The colour instructions have comprohen- s Ml e e ] e e e T L

sive notes and when the manufacturer has assumed something. due mainly ro a lack of photographic
evidence, they say so. They are both highly recommended fo all Luftwaffe fans, and our thanks fo
Lifelike Decals for the review samples.

Isradecal, Israel (www.isradecal.com|
Available from Hannants (UK), Twobobs (USA),
AirDOC (Germany)

(:72 IAF-55 IAF F-161 Sufa & Singapore F-6D _ : p Sagsasesrs L
+ F-181, No.456. The Negev Squadron, November 2005 (T/G/S/LCG) e s s »

« F-161, No.421, The Negev Squadron, May 2006 (T/G/S/LCG)
« F-1B1, No.499, Bat Squadron, April 2006 (T/G/S/LCE)
« F-161, No.494, Bat Squadron, April 2006 (T/G/S/LCG)

« F-161, No.I07, Knights of the Orange Tail Squadron, July 2006 == . . ErgerR
(T/G/S/LCE) - B ;. !
« F-I6l, No.BO3, Knights of the Orange Tail Squadron, July 2006 - 4 ¢
{TJ'GI'S.I'LBG) FESAAEAN AEREREEN

= F-160 Block 52, No.B72, No.I45 Squadron, Republic of Singapore
Air Force, 2005 (B6/NG/LCG)

Colour Key: T - Tan (FS30218), G - Green (FS34424),

S - Sand (FS33531), LCG - Light Compass Grey (FS36375).

Verdict: With these products IsraDecal have gone away from the 'norm’ and supplied the instructions

66 - Gunship Grey (FS3611B), NG - Neutral Grey (FS36270) plus 100 M—mmmmﬂmfﬂz‘mmmm’m'aﬂtc&
Designed for: Hasegawa kit The latter two are fine, and best supplied in this format, but the former thus requires the modelier fo
Price Guide: £12.99 have both computer and printer to print out the instructions (no-one will view the image on-screen

while applying the decals, as electrical equipment + water/decals = disaster!), they will also need to
1:48 IAF-54 IAF F-161 Sufa & Singapore F-I6D have Adobe Acrobat to view the file. OK, so many of you will have these, but not ail will, so inclusion of
This sheat offers the same seven options seen in 172 on sheet professionally printed full-colour instructions as well would, we feel, make the product more universally
#1AF-55 listed above. mmmmmrmmummmmmmmwmfmwm
Designed tor: Hasegawa kit with a full set of stencils. Overall these sheets are recommended

Price Guide: £12.99 and our thanks go to IsraDecal for supplying them to us for review.

Eduard, Czech Republic (www.eduard.com)
Available from: Hannants & LSA Models (UK)

FOR: SEE REVIEWS

1:48 D48004 Top Lozenge

This sheet offers four (190mm x 30mm) strips of four-colour lorenge suitable for
the upper surfaces of German aircraft in WWL

Designed for: Any suitable kit

Price Guide: £3.70

1:48 D48005 Bottom Lozenge

This sheet also offers four (I90mm x 30mm) strips of four-colour lazenge, this

time in the colours applicable to the lower surfaces of WWI German aircraft
Designed for: Any suitable kit

Price Guide: £3.70

Verdict: Decals of lozenge fabric seem to come and go in our hobby, so
having these readily available separately from a kit will be most wel-
come by many WWI modellers. They are both highly recommended,
and our thanks to Eduard for the review samples.

B8 Model Airplane international - February 2007



Militaryexp.com

Reggiane Re 2003 "1. prototipo™
1/n

Fu;'rer Fulmar Mk.1
1/48

Baltimore MLV “1 /1 8 Picardie"
1/n

£ 4

Production

Fw 18941 Night Fighter
1/72

MPM 48068 Fairey Fulmar Mk.| 148

SHT2136 Regglane Re 2003 “1. prototipe” 172
WPM 72629 Fw 189A-1 Night Fighter 172
ADET Baltimore MKV "118 Picardie" 172

-
-

more info: www.mpm.cz

UK. source: HANNANT'S - sales@hannants co.uk

GERMANY source Aeromodel Distribution GmbH - mail@asromodel.de

www aeromodel de. www moduni de

FRANCE source: AB TOY'S - eddyramig@aol.com, TMA - josefernandeztm a@wanadoo fr

T R cor s 7a«m¢
ED48-105
Y Aicr A
Ar Howillsod Versas
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Decals
6’" Screen pnnters fo the trade
.—-‘ Now open for business in the UK
Fantasy Printshop

unit 2b Grampound Road Ind Est

Grampound Road, Truro, Comwall, TR24TB
Tel | Fax 0044 (0) 1726 883 002

LA™ S

= womuns t;;:

Email: fantasyprintshop@ biintemet.com
web: fantasyprinishop-decals com

INE VWV,
C-46 Commandc

ALCLAD Il LACQUERS (£)

J Easy to use et
J Superior Results e
112 Natural Metal Finishes -

- 4 Prismatic Shades .

1 Pre-thinned for Airbrush use
- No Buffing or Sealing Needed

Alclad Transparent Colours
Alclad Gloss Black and Alclad Grey primer

Alclad 1T Lacgwers Int., Unit 1€, Hurvicane Way,
Nowrwich Alrport Industrial Estaie, Norwich, NRo 6EW
Tek: 01603 78747 Fax: 01603 788981

1 »

Hobby inc
Four Aces (Colorado) 303-595-0237
- MMD [Tewas) B72-245-3504
« | Sental (California) 818-886-3113
J" w{m] 515-742-696%5
-~ , Stavens (New Jersey) B56-435-1555
VLS (Missour ) 616-356-4888
Frontiine Hobbles Newcasthe (NSW Austraia) 61 2 49791140
Victors Hobbiles (Johannesburg, S.Africa) 011 4652945
Powers International (lapan) O4B-3598- 5435

butors Required e-mail: alclad-sales @alclad2.com

www. alclad2.com

cmmsm

Keep your Model Airplane Magazines
safe in a high quality binder.
Each binder holds 12 Issues.

UK -£8.95
Europe -£9.95
Worldwide -£10.95

Available direct from our offices on

+44 (0)1525 222573

or online at:
www.modelairplaneinternational.com
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If you would like to have your aviation or modelling titles reviewed here, send
copies along to the editorial address and we will be delighted to review them

\

by M. Ovcacik & K. Susa ™
4+ Publications
ISBN: 80-87045-00-9
Price Guide: £14.95
* World War Il Wings Line
= 40-page, A4, laminated
card cover
* English ——
This series should need no introduction, as it has set the standard
for detailed aircraft monographs for many years now. Initially 4+
focused on Russian types, then started to expand into British subjects
but has now come back to look at one of the most famous Russian
types of all time. The first three pages contain the narrative history,
complete with technical specifications etc. The remainder of the title is
photographic and with the airframe depicted on the cover having recently
been restored at Prague-Kbely museum, it is no surprise to find that most
of the extensive selection of walk-around images are of this machine.
The coverage is extensive, and should leave you in no doubt as to how
the II-2 was built and equipped. There are a couple of pages of colour
artwork dotted about (including one in spurious RAF markings) and there
is a set of excellent |:72 scale plans as a fold-out section. As usual there
are good sections at the rear of the title that deal with the armament and
equipment used by the type,

Verdict: A few years back we weni through a spate of lI-2 kits being
released in about every scale, so the release of this title is a very welcome
one for those of you either interested in VVS operations and equipment
or those with an II-2 kit to build. Whichever is the case, this fitle is highly
recommended.

RATING

SUPPLIED BY: THANKS TO MARK | LTD

Blackburn Buccaneer

by K. Darling

The Crowood Press

ISBN: |-86126-871-8

Price Guide: £29.95 (549.95)

= 190-page, A4, hardback with separate dust jacket
= English

* www.crowood.com

It has been a while since we have seen any new titles in the well-

known Crowood Aviation Series, but here at last is their new fitle on
the Buccaneer. The title is in the usual format for this series, with a good
mix of images and diagrams throughout the main narrative. This narrative
looks at the development of the NA.39 and its use by the Royal Navy,
with good chapters describing it technically and what it was like to fly.
Further development of the original S Mk | led to the S Mk 2, and this is
covered with separate chapters on RAF and SAAF use. The last chapter
is about service in the Gulf War and the type’'s final withdrawal from use.
The appendices list Buccaneer units, crashes, production, preserved
examples along with a good technical description.

Verdict: This is an excellent title, with lots of images, although colour is
limited to just the centre eight pages. The inclusion of lots of diagrams

from the flight manual makes it ideal for the modeller and we can highly
recommend it without hesitation.
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by J.W. Lambert
Schiffer Publications Ltd
ISBN: 0-7643-2533-7

Price Guide: £49.95 ($59.95)
+ 214-page, A4, hardback with

separate dust jacket g e
* English / : : .
= www.schifferbooks.com

This title is purely historical, mixed with a large number of period
:}images and it charts the immediate pre-war and wartime operations
of the Hawaiian Air Force. Redesignated the 7th Air Force after action
against the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on the 7th December 1941,
the bomber elements went to the Pacific, but the fighter units were sent
to defend Oahu from the perceived threat of Japanese bombing. This
never came and the 7th AF started to believe it was being left to “guard
the pineapples’, hence this book's title! Eventually they did get 1o see
action: as American forces moved towards Japan they operated in the
Marshals-Gilberts and Marianas, before undertaking attacks against
Japan from le Shima and lwo Jima.

Verdict: Packed with both historical and personal accounts from the wartime
period, this title includes a mass of both official and personal photographs,
so it is a wealth of information for both modeller and aviation enthusiast. It
includes a few pages of colour and lots of images of nose arf, efc, and with
shots of things like P-39s and P-47s launching off carriers and P-61 and
P-38s, this is a must for all USAAF fans.

[ RATING [ ;]

SUPPLIED BY': THANKS T0 BUSHWODOD BOOKS

SUPPLIED BY: THANKS TD CROWOOD PRESS



by R. Gretzyngier & L. Musialkowski
AJ-Press

ISBN: B3-7237-178-4

Price Guide: £14.99

» Monografie Lotnicze 101

* |44-page, A4, laminated card cover
* Polish

* WWW.aj-press.com

This series should be well known to all and this latest addition takes

a special look at Polish pilots flying the Mosquito during WWII. The
coverage is therefore purely historical, with chapters for each squadraon.
These chapters are well illustrated with numerous period black and white
photographs. The only down side to non-Polish speaking readers is that
being a Monografie Lotnicze version, it is in Polish throughout, including
all the photo captions. Being historical there are neither detail sections
nor walk-around images, but there is a large selection of scale plans and
colour profiles, with the former having a full set of 1:48 versions included
in two large, separate, Al-sized foldout sheets. The profiles cover the last
16 pages and mainly cover the NF and FB versions.

Verdict: As always with AJ-Press titles this one is packed with information.
For those not able to read Polish the potential use may seem limited, but
the wealth of images and those scale plans and profiles still make it a
worthwhile and useful addition to any Mesquito fans’ collection.

SUPPLIED BY:THANKS TO AJ-PRESS

F-117 Nighthawk Stealth Fighter

by Y.D. Mailes & T.R. Landis

Speciality Press

ISBN: I-58007-099-X

Price Guide: £11.99 ($16.95)

= |B0-page, landscape,
laminated card cover

= English

= www.specialitypress.com

Entitled a ‘photo scrapbook’, this new title is a superb collection

of images of the F-1I7 and related designs, The first 29 pages are
a combination of narrative history and supporting images, charting the
various programmes and development behind the F-117. The rest of the
title is pure photographic, and in full colour from cover to cover. Just
about every aspect of the type is covered, with good shots of all the
test airframes and even things like the special schemes and the grey
and ‘metal’ overall paint programmes, as well as the stars-and-bars
decorated GBU-10 bomb!

Verdict: A great book, a real must for anyone with a F-117 kit to build and
the sort of title we modellers just love, as it is packed full of so many useful
photos.

SUPPLIED BY: THANKS TO IAN ALLAN LTD

Sea Eagles Volume 2

by C. Goss

Classic Publications (lan Allan Ltd) 3

ISBN: 1-903223-56-3

Price Guide: £16.99 (UK),

$29.95 (USA)

* Luftwaffe Colours

* 96-page, 303mmx206mm,
laminated card cover

« English

= www.ianallanpublishing.com

This the follow-on part to the first volume that we reviewed in Issue

8, and as with all others in this series it is intended to build into a
volume covering all aspects of camouflage and markings for Lufrwaffe
operations during WWII. This series follows a standard format with the
vast majority of the photos in black and white, but there are a few in
colour. This volume covers anti-shipping operations in the 1942 to 1945
period and aircraft types featured include the Ju B8, He Ill, Fw 200, He
I77 and Ju 188. A number of these aircraft types are also supplied as
colour profiles.

Verdict: This is another instalment in this excellent series. If you are
a Lufrwaffe modeller then this series is well worth having and we can
recommend this and all other titles in the series.

__RATING ©; )

SUPPLIED BY:THANKS TO IAN ALLAN LTD
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If you would like to have your aviation or modelling titles reviewed here, send
copies along to the editorial address and we will be delighted to review them

by Y. Gordon & P. Davison

Speciality Press ;

ISBN: 1-58007-091-4 B
Price Guide: £11.99 (S/6.95) . et
» Warbird Tech Vol.42 - =

» |04-page, landscape, - ek 3
laminated card cover E’r

- English g g
* www.specialitypress.com 7 i |

This series is well established and basically combines a narrative
history with a detailed look at the development of all variants
and finally a detailed description of structural details. All versions
of the Su-27 series, including the Su-34, are covered with details
of international production, overseas sales, trials and upgrades, all
supported with a wealth of black and white images. Only the centre
eight pages offer colour, but this is no great disadvantage as the
black and white images are numerous and nice and clear. There are
also a number of side profiles and the technical description contains
a series of walk-around images.

Verdict: There have been lots of books on the Su-27 family to date - this
new addition is by no means comprehensive, but it does offer a broad
spectrum of information and images. It is ideal for the modeller and is
therefore recommended.

|_RATING | 7;0)

SUPPLIED BY:THANKS TO |AN ALLAN LTD

Mikoyan & Guryevich MiG-1/MiG-3

War Prizes - The Album

by P. Butler

Midland Publishing

ISBN: |-85780-244-6

Price Guide: £18.99 (UK),

$34.95 (USA)

= 128-page, 280mmx215mm,
laminated card cover

* English

« www.ianallanpublishing.com

Many may recall this author's excellent hardback book entitled War
Prizes, published by Midland a number of years ago, well this new
addition is a stunning array of period and modern images of Axis aircraft
captured by the Allied forces during WWII. The images are nice and
big, with only two or three per page, and they are split by nation, then
in alphabetic order by manufacturer. You get German first, with a little
side section dealing with post-war Russian developments from German
designs, followed by ltalian and finally Japanese. The final 20 pages
are in colour and consist mainly of modern images of these machines
in museums around the world, but there are a number of period colour
images and some very nice ones of airframes in outside store for NASM
in the 1860s and 1970s.

Verdict: A stunning title, a ‘must’ for all modellers who like captured and
evaluated aircraft, but also one that has a lot to offer anyone interested
in Axis aircraft. Many of the images have not been seen before, and as
they show aircraft ‘as found', they offer a superb insight into how these
machines were painted and how they weathered. Seeing bits of He I77 in a
scrapyard in the I1960s just wants to make you weep, though!

by Massimo Tessitori
Mushroom Model Publications
ISBN: 83-89450-26-7

Price Guide: £12.99

* Yellow Series No,6121

« |60-page, A5, laminated card cover m T m

« English b :

» www.mmpbooks.biz SUPPLIED BY:THANKS TO MUSHROOM MODEL PUBLICATIONS

This is the latest in Mushroom's series of books combining a mix of narrative with walk-

around images and colour side profiles. In it we are back once again to a 40/60 split with
just 74 pages being given over to the narrative history. This starts with a look at the origins of
the MiG-1 and then goes to carefully chart the development and changes made as the series
developed into the MiG-3. There are lots of period black and white images, plus diagrams and
scale plans and you can see that much effort has been made in trying to give a comprehensive
description of the various changes made to the airframe. This is followed, for a change, by 34
pages of colour profiles and these have been split to illustrate the development of the various
schemes applied to the MiG-1 and MiG-3. The final section is mainly photographic, with just
about every aspect of the airframe covered, and ufilising many wartime images as well as those
of the example recently restored in Russia by Avions. Readers in the UK and Europe can obtain
a copy for £14.00 (inc. P&P) from the publisher, while those in the USA can find the range at

MMD (Squadron) and in Australia from Platypus Publications.

Verdict: The MiG-3 is very well served nowadays in I:32 and I:48, and the new Hobby Boss one in -
1:72 is pretty good as well, so this new title is very welcome and can be highly recommended to all

VVS fans.
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Battle Colors - Insignia & Aircraft Markine

by R.A. Watkins

Schiffer Publications Ltd

ISBN: 0-7643-2535-3

Price Guide: £36.50 (545.00)

* |44-page, A4, hardback with separate dust jacket
* English

= www.schifferbooks.com

This is the second volume in the coverage of USAAF camouflage and

markings of the Bth AF and this volume looks specifically at the fighter
units. It is not really narrative, or historical, ather than the way in which it
charts the colours applied to and markings carried by this particular element
of the USAAF. The main text is broken down into nine main chapters and these
are a general introduction to the whole subject, then P-5| and P-47 nose
art indexes, followed by a detailed look at the fighter groups, scouting units,
reconnaissance units, special operations units and finally a detailed series
of charts and maps for all the 8th AF Fighter Command units. Each of these
comprises an introductory page with details of the unit, its bases, operational
period etc, followed by its main campaigns and then a couple of pages with
two-view profiles of a specific aircraft of that unit with a detailed narrative
about it and its camouflage and markings. The appendices include a full
breakdown of the Bth AF organisation and deployment in diagrammatic form, a
list of abbreviations and a good bibliography.

Verdict: This is quite an unusual title, more so in its style than contents. The
material is certainly easy to absorb and there is a lot of information in there. It
is one that we can highly recommend to all USAAF modellers, as it will certainly
become a much-used and very useful reference source.

Le Bloch 174

by Jacques Moulin

Lela Presse

ISBN: 2-91407-34-0

Price Guide: 42.00

* Collection Profils Avions No.10 |

* 240-page, A4, hardback with |
bound cover

* French

* www.avions-bateaux.com

s

Those of you who know the Lela Presse range will recognise

this type of profile from them. It is a very detailed historical and
technical assessment of the type, as well as all its derivatives. In this
edition you get both the Bloch 174 and I75 series, with 23! photos and
26 colour profiles to back up the text. This is French throughout, but
regardless of whether you can read this or not, the shear volume of
images and diagrams makes it ideal for the modeller. Just about every
aspect of the I74 and |75 is covered, with photos of the interior, engine
and all other equipment. The images showing machines in service are
extensive as well, with just about every unit and/or location of operation
covered.

Verdict: This is a ‘must’ for any French Air Force fan and with the type
already kitted in I:72 by Heller and 1:48 by Battleaxe many years ago, and
with anether due from Azur in the future, there is potential to put all this
lovely information to use.

RATING

SUPPLIED BY:LELA PRESSE

__RATIN

SUPPLIED BY:THANKS T0 BUSHWOOD BOOKS

Walter Nowoiny - An Illustrated Biograph

by W. Held

Schiffer Publications Ltd

ISBN: 0-7643-2527-2

Price Guide: £36.50 ($45.00)

* |66-page, A4, hardback with
separate dust jacket

» English

= www.schifferbooks.com

As the title suggests, this is purely a photographic biography of this

Luftwaffe Ace. It goes right from his early days at school, through
flight training and into his service with the Luftwaffe, ending with his
untimely death while flying a Me 262 on the Bth November 1944, The
book is packed full of photographs, most of them reproduced large on
each page, and many of them not that well known. Both the Bf 109 and
Fw 190 are most prominent in this coverage, with excellent images of the
latter during winter on the Eastern Front. The title has limited narrative,
which is mainly restricted to the chapter introductions and the photo
captions, and being translated from
German the text is a little disjointed
simply because of the manner in
which the author has phrased most
of this rext.

Verdict: This is certainly a title that
many Luftwaffe modellers will want
to add to their collection, as all
those photographs offer so much
information.

SUPPLIED BY:THANKS TD BUSHWOOD BOOKS
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n e W S I I n e 02 / 2007 - Latest news & information for Scale Aircraft Modelle

B KEY NT - New Tooling. RT - Revised Tooling, RE - Reissue, with or without new decals, PE - Photo-Etched Brass, IM - Injection Moulded Plastic including
Limited Run, R - Resin, RB - Rubber, VF - Vac-formed Plastic, WM - White-metal or Pewter

News - Just Released

B The below lists UK kit releases since our last edition. For all the latest news check out our website at www modelairplaneinternational.com

CALE EM 7 . JESCRIPTION PRICE
A-Model 1:144 1415 M Grumman HU-IBE £10.25 RT
Classic Airframes 1:48 4118 IMR Avro Anson Mk | ‘Late Version' £3750 AT
Classic Airframes 1:48 4119 IM/R Avro Anson Mk | ‘Export, Late Version’ £3750 RT
Classic Airframes 1:48 4130 IM/R Martin B-57B Canberra £39.95 RT
Eduard 1:48 126 IMPE Yak-Ih [Ex-Accurate Miniatures) £21.60 RE
Eduard 1:48 BITd IM/PE__ Focke-Wulf Fw I190A-5 £21.60 RT
Hasegawa 172 00820 M McDD F-4F 'JG72 Westfalen Special 2001° £1799 RE
Hasegawa .72 0082 M MiG-29 Fulcrum ‘German Special’ £13.99 RE
Hasegawa 172 00823 M McDD RF-4E Phantom I ‘IAF' £1799 RE
Hasegawa 172 00824 M Grumman S2F- Tracker ‘US Navy’ £13.99 RE
Hasegawa 1:72 00825 1M McDD AH-B4A Apache ‘Iragi Freedom’ £8.99 RE
Hasegawa 1:72 00826 M McDD F/A-IBC Hornet 'VFA-97 Warhawks' £13.99 RE
Hasegawa 172 0oez7 M Boeing/McDD F-IBF 'VFA-102 Diamondbacks’ £13.99 RE
Hasegawa 1:72 nnesi IM Grumman F-140 Tomeat 'VF-31 Tomeatters' £19.99 RE
Hasegawa 1:48 09708 ™M McDD F-4J Phantom Il ‘Colourful USMC' £25.99 RE
Hasegawa 1:48 09710 M Douglas A-4M Skyhawk 'VMA-31I Tomcats' £1799 RE
Hasegawa 1:48 0871l M Nakajima Ki-44-11 ‘B5th Flying Regiment’ £16.99 RE
Hasegawa 1:48 08712 M Lockheed CF-104 Starfighter Tiger Meet’ £1799 RE
Hasegawa 1:48 0973 ™ Boeing/McDD F/A-18E 'VFA-14 Top Hatrers’ £32.99 RE
Hasegawa 148 0974 M McDD F-4F Phantom || "JG74 Molders’ 52599 RE
Hasegawa 1:48 09716 IM Republic P-470 Razorhack Rescue Squadron’ £17.99 RE
Hasegawa 1:48 09717 M Nakajima B5N2 Type 97 (Kate) £16.99 RE
Hasegawa 1:48 09718 M Grumman F-14D 'VF-2 Last Cruise’ £3299 RE
Karaya 148 48007  R/PE DFWC.V 54450 NT
Karaya 1:48 48010  R/PE DFW C.V (First production batch) £4450 NT
Kora 172 7297 R/PE__ Sparmann SIA/PI Jagaren £2750 NT T E—
Mirage Hobby 1:48 81305  IM/PE  PZLP23B 1939 £31.50 NT —re T e s
MPM 172 72534 M Gloster Meteor FR Mk 8 £15.50 NT Mirage: 81305 PIL P-23A
Omega Models 172 72120  R/PE Morane-Saulnier Type L £38.50 NT :
Omega Models 72 72151 R/PE Tairov Ta-3 (OK0-6) £45.99 NT
Omega Models 172 72251  R/PE Tatra T-126 (Avro 626) £38.40 RT
Omega Models 172 72264  R/PE Mikoyan Ye-2A 54599 NT
Omega Models 172 72218 R/PE Palz A.l £3840 NT
Omega Models 172 72284  R/PE Bristol Bulldog TM £34.40 RT
Omega Models 172 72287  R/PE R.EPN. £34.40 NT
Omega Models 172 72283  R/PE Thulin D £34.40 NT MPM #72534 Motoor FR Mk 9
Omega Models 1:48 48028  R/PE Hansa Brandenburg CC Triplane £57.30 NT
Omega Models 1:32 32003 R/PE Masca MB bis £76.50 NT
Pavla 172 72056 IM/R Grumman J2F-5 Duck £21.70 NT
Pro-Resin 172 1226 RIPE Boulton Paul P.1I1A £21.99 NT
Pro-Resin I:72 1221 RIPE Boulton Paul P.121 £21.99 NT
Pro-Resin I:72 7228 R/PE Avro TOTA £21.99 NT
Pro-Resin 172 7229 R/PE Avro 7078 £21.99 NT
Revell 172 04485 IM Euracopter Tiger' UHT/HAP £6.99 NT Pro-Resin #7228 Avro TOTA
Revell 1:72 04602 1M C-160 Transall £19.99 NT TACHIKANA AT
Revell 1:48 04520 M North American B-25J Mitchell 'JAF' [Ex-Monogram) £18.99 RE Y .
RS Models 1:72 9219 [1] Tachikawa Ki-94-1l Prototype £19.59 NT
RS Models 172 9220 M Tachikawa Ki-94-1I £19.50 NT
RVHP 172 7164 R/PE Beechcraft B200 Super King Air Air Ambulance £45.99 RT
Special Hobby 1:48 48045  IM/R/PE _Fairey Albacore Mk | £30.50 NT
Special Hobby 1:48 48049 IM/R/PE _ Goodyear F2G-1/2 Super Corsair £20.99 NT
Special Hobby 1:72 7212 IM/R/PE  Lockheed C-60 Lodestar £1770 NT
Special Hobby 172 72133 IM/RIPE_ Brewster F2A-2 Buffalo Vellow Wing £11.25 AT
Sram 1:144 RIPE Breguet Bre.14 £15.30 NT
Trumpeter 172 0B30 M Fairey Gannet T Mk 2 £12.99 RT
Trumpeter 1:48 02823  IM/PE_ Vickers Wellington Mk Il £49.99 RT
Trumpeter 1:32 02225 IM/PE  Grumman F4F-3 Wildcat (Late version) £29.99 RT
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B KEY NT - New Tooling RE - Reissue, with or without new decals RT - Revised Tooling PE - Photo-Etched Brass IM - Injection Moulded Plastic including
Limited Run R - Resin RB - Rubber VF - Vac-formed Plastic WM - White-metal or Pewter

News - Coming Soon

M Listed below are some of the new releases and reissues due in the next couple of manths both in the UK and elsewhere in the world. For up-to-date news on all the latest releases

regularly visit our website at www.modelairplaneinternational.com.

AL TUREH LALE TTEM ¥

Me-2628 Schwailbe

Academy 148 12206 IM Grumman F-14A 'Bombcar'

Academy 48 12207 M Boeing-Vertol CH-46A/D Vietnam'

AML 72 72035 IM/R__ Avia S-189 ‘Sakeen’

A-Model 72 72003 R/IM__ Antonov An-22 ‘Late Version’

Aawr ;72 AD67  IM/R__ Martin Baitimore Mk V 'I/1B Picardie’

Dragon 32 3200 M N.A. P-5ID Mustang

Eduard k44 4421 M Messerschmitt Me 2628 ‘Dual Combo’

Eduard 144 4422 M Messerschmitt Me 262A Dual Combo’

Eduard 172 TBA IM/PE_ SPAD X1l [Early version] ‘Dual Combo’

Eduard 72 TBA IM/PE__ Nieuport Ni.I7 ‘Dual Combo’

Eduard 148  BI7T3__ IM/PE_ Focke-Wulf Fw I90A-8

Eduard 48 TBA  IM/PE_ AviaB-534

Eduard 1148 BI65  IM/PE llyushin II-2m Shturmovik

Eduard 48 TBA M Roland C.Il ‘Weekend Series’

Eduard 1:48  TBA IM Nieuport Ni.I6 ‘Weekend Series’

Eduard 4B RDOO4 IM/PE  Focke-Wull Fw 190A-8 Royal Class'

Eduard 148 TBA  IM/PE__Polikarpov I-16 Type I0 ‘Dual Combo’

Hasegawa 72 00838 IM McDD RF-4E 'AG5I Immelmann Special’

Hasegawa I72 00839 M N.A. B-25J Mitchell ‘Foreign Air Force'

Hasegawa 72 00840 IM Lockheed SR-71A Blackhird ‘NASA'

Hasegawa 72 00841 M McDD F-ISE Strike Eagle ragi Freedom’

Hasegawa 48 09734 WM McDD F-4F Phantom || ‘Holloman AFB’

Hasegawa 48 09735 M Douglas A-4SU Super Skyhawk "Singapore AF'
Hasegawa 48 09736 IM Boeing/McDD F/A-IBE Super Hornet Low Vis’

MPM 72 72544 IM/R__ Fokker D.XXI Danish Version’

MPM 148 48056 IM/R  Fairey Fulmar Mk |

Revell 44 04020 M $A 330 Puma 'RAF’

Revell 144 D4205 IM Avro RJ-B5 "Swiss’

Revell 44 04209 1M Airbus A340 "AUA/Weiner Philharmoniker’

Revell Li4d D422 M Canadair CL 60! Luftwaffe’

Revell 72 0433 M P-51B Mustang lll RAF'

Revell 72 04138 1M Hawker Hurricane Mk IIB

Revell 72 04306 M Heinkel He IT7A-6 Greif & Hs 293

Revell 72 04307 M Rockwell B-1B Lancer

Revell 72 04309 M De Havilland D.H.2

Revell 72 0437 M Eurofighter Typhoon Single-Seater

Revell 72 04328 M Breguet Atlantic | 'MFG3 Anniversary’

Revell 172 04351 M BAe Jaguar GR Mk | (Lid Edition)

Revell 72 04405 M Mil Mi-24 Hind D

Revell l72_ 04433 M Westland Wessex HAS.3 Royal Navy'

Revell 132 04702 M Messerschmirt B I09K-4 [Ex-Hasegawa]

Revell 132 04704 1M Supermarine Spitfire F Mk 22/24 [Ex-Matchhox]

Revell 32 0472 M D.H.B2 Tiger Moth [Ex-Marchbox

Revell 132 04740 M NA. P-5IB Mustang Il ‘RAF*

Revell 132 04756 M Bristol Beaufighter Mk If

Revell 32 D470 M Supermarine Seafire Mk I

Revell 32 04784 M Grumman Martler

Tamiya 48 BI098 M Lockheed-Martin F-IBCJ [Black 50] ¥3800
Trumpeter 72 D621 IM Bosging-Vertol CH-47A Chinook £TBA
Trumpeter 72 0622 M Boeing-Vertol CH-47D Chinook £TBA
Trumpeter 72 D626 IM Vickers Wellington Mk lc £TBA
Trumpeter 72 0627 M Vickers Wellington Mk Il £TBA
Trumpeter 72 0IB28 1M Vickers Wellington Mk X £TBA
Trumpeter 72 0IB3 1M Hawker Sea Fury FB Mk Il £TBA
Trumpeter 48 02826 M Hawker Sea Hawk FGA Mk 6 £TBA
Trumpeter 1:48 M Hawker Sea Hawk Mk 100/101 £TBA
Trumpeter 148 02832 M Grumman FOF-2 Panther £TBA
Trumpeter 48 02833 M Grumman FAF-2P Panther £TBA
Trumpeter 148 02834 M Grumman F9F-3 Panther £TBA  NT Due 2007
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contacts

Organisers - If you want details of your event posted here, then please send it via email to editorial@modelairplaneinternational.com or via fax to 44 (0)
1525 222574. We will endeavour to run the notice until the event occurs, but no responsibility will be taken by the publisher for errors or inaccuracies
that may occur, or any losses efc that may arise as a result of such errors or inaccuracies.

Contact details fur compames featured in MAI thls month...
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events diary

Events of note throughout 2007

Fobruary 4th

Milton Keynes Modelkraft 2007 at
the Leisure Centre, Bletchley, Milton
Keynes. Visit www.mksmc.co.uk for
more details.

February 8th

Toy and Model Collectors' Fair,
Havant Leisure Centre, Civic
Centre Road, Havant, Hants, PO9
2AY.10.30am to 3pm. For more
details contact Keith Manning on
01372 725063 (evenings only).

February I10th

Model Show 2007 at the Fleet Air
Arm Museum, Yeovilton, Nr lichester,
Somerset, BA22 BHT. For more
information contact the Marketing
Department on 01935 842614 or
email enguiries@fleatairarm.com

Felruary fith

IPMS Wakefield & District will be
hosting their annual model show

and competition at the Huddersfield
Sports Centre, Southgate,
Huddersfield, HDI ITW from 10:00am
- 4.00pm. For further details contact
Haydn Hughes on 01924 263803 or
email huddersfieldshow@aol.com.

March 3rd

Luton Aircraft Enthusiast’s Fair,
Vauxhall Recreation Club, Gipsy
Lane, Luton, Beds, LUI 3JH from
11.30am to 3.30pm. For more details
contact Keith Manning on 01372
725063 (evenings only).

March 10th

l4th Annual Model Contest & Swap
Meet hosted by IPMS Roscoe Tumer,
at the Raymond Park Middle School,
8575 East Raymond St, Indianapolis,
IN, USA. For contest information
contact Angelo Deogracias, Email:
inboundbogy@hotmail.com. Vendor
information contact Ron Young,
Email: youngones@insightbb.com,

or write P.0. Box 1376 Greenwood,
IN 46142, USA or visit; www.ipmsro-
SCoeturner.org.

Organisers

March I12th

Toy and Model Collectors’ Fair,
Fleming Park Leisure Cenftre,
Passfield Avenue, Eastleigh,
Hants, SO50 9NL.10.30am to 3pm.
For more details contact Keith
Manning on 01372 725063 (eve-
nings only).

March (7th

North Somerset Model Show at
Locking Castle Campus, Weston-
Super-Mare. For more details con-
tact Dave Perry on 01761 462864
(Traders: Darren Poyser 01934
516576)

April Ist

10th Abingdon IPMS Model Show
at Larkmead School, Faringdon
Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire. For
more details contact Simon on
07920 875480 or Alan on 07766
691207.

April 28th

Plymouth Premier Model Show at
the Main Guildhall from I0am to
4.30pm. For further details contact
Dave Watson Tel; 01752 518287
(Email: spotandjoe@blueyonder.
co.uk).

April 2Bth & 29th

Scottish National Scale Model
Show at the Dewars Centre, Glover
Street, Perth, |0am to Spm both
days. For more information and all
contact details see www.scotnats.
org.uk or call 01738 441365 (trad-
ers contact Nairn Barclay on 01382
801081).

comS

CENTRAL ONTARIO MODEL SHOW

April 28th

COMS |, Warrant Sgi. Mess, 130
Craftsman Rd., Canadian Forces
Base Borden. For more details go
to www.coms2007.com or contact
Steven Crane at coms@vianet.ca,
Tel:(705) 734-9182.

May Eth

Toy and Model Collectors’ Fair,
Havant Leisure Centre, Civic
Centre Road, Havant, Hants, POS
2AY.10.30am to 3pm. For more
details contact Keith Manning on
01372 725063 (evenings only).

May 6th

4th Modellbaufreunde Siegen
Model Show at Festhalle,
Wilnsdorf, Germany. For

maore information email
info@Modellbaufreunde-Siegen.

de or visit www.Modellbaufreunde-
Siegen.de.

May 20th
Airshow at the IWM, Duxford. Visit
www.iwm.org for more details.

May 26th

IPMS Torbay annual show at
Torquay Town Hall. For more
details contact Les Wells (wellzy_

2002@yahoo.com)

June 4th

Toy and Model Collectors’ Fair,
Fleming Park Leisure Centre,
Passfield Avenue, Eastleigh,
Hants, SO50 9NL.10.30am to 3pm.
For more details contact Keith
Manning on 01372 725063 (eve-
nings only).

July 7th & Bith

Flying Legends Airshow at the
IWM, Duxford. Visit www.iwm.org
for more details.

September Ist & 2nd
Airshow at the IWM, Duxford. Visit
www.iwm.org for more details.

mvumy
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September 9th

Toy and Model Collectors’ Fair,
Havant Leisure Centre, Civic
Centre Road, Havant, Hants, P09
2AY.10.30am to 3pm. For more
details contact Keith Manning on
01372 725063 (evenings only).

September 16th

Sutton Coldfield Model Makers
Society Model Spectacular at
Sutton Coldfield Town Hall from
I0am until 4. 30pm. For more
details contact Peter Haywood
(01889 578074) [clubs) or Paul
Grimley (01543 481428) [traders].

October 8th

Toy and Model Collectors’ Fair,
Fleming Park Leisure Centre,
Passfield Avenue, Eastleigh,
Hants, SO50 9NL.10.30am to 3pm.
For more detalls contact Keith
Manning on 01372 725063 (eve-
nings only).

October 14th
Airshow at the IWM, Duxford. Visit
www.iwm.org for more details.

November Iith

Heathrow Aircraft Enthusiast’s
Fair, Feltham Community College,
Browells Lane. Feltham, Middlesex,
TWI3 7EF from 11.00am to 3.30pm.
For more details contact Keith
Manning on 01372 725063 (eve-

nings only).

November (7th & 1Bth

IPMS(UK) Scale Modelworld
2007 at The International Centre,
Telford, Shropshire.

November 25th

Toy and Model Collectors’ Fair,
Havant Leisure Centre, Civic
Centre Road, Havant, Hants, PO9
2AY.10.30am to 3pm. For more
details contact Keith Manning on
01372 725063 (evenings only).

December 17th

Toy and Model Collectors’ Fair,
Fleming Park Leisure Centre,
Passfield Avenue, Eastleigh,
Hants, SO50 9NL.10.30am to 3pm.
For more details contact Keith
Manning on 01372 725063 (eve-
nings only).

If you want details of your event posted here, then please send it via email to editorial@modelairplaneinternational.com or via fax to 44 (0) 1525
222574. We will endeavour to run the notice until the event occurs, but no responsibility will be taken by the publisher for errors or inaccuracies that
may occur, or any losses etc that may arise as a result of such errors or inaccuracies.
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air-mail

Air-Mail, ADH Publishing, Doolittle Mill, Doalittle Lane,

Totternhoe, Bedfordshire, LUG 1QX.
Email: editorial@modelairplaneinternational.com

The views expressed here are not necessarily those of the editor or publisher, Letters may be edited for publication. Please note that we cannat undertake individual research for readers.

CORSAIR COLOURS

Dear Ed.

Just after a bit of practical advice
here, I've come by a Revell F4U-ID
and | was hoping you could point
me in the right direction as to the
correct paint for the 1943 "Jolly
Rogers" three-colour scheme. I'd
appreciate it if you could tell me
which Tamiya or Vallgjo products
best suit this subject.

All the best and my continued
thanks for continuing your quest to
include all of us in your mag. Keep
up the good work.

Steve Deviin

Ed Says: The three-colour scheme
you mention would be Sea

Biue (ANA 607/FS35042) and
Intermediate Biue (ANA 608) over
Non-Specular White (FS 37875).
In the Tamiya range XF-I7 is a fairly
close match for Sea Blue, XF-18
for Intermediate Blue and XF-2 for
Non-Specular White. In the Vallejo
Air series we can find no match for
Sea Blue, 005 is Intermediate Biue
and you can use any matt white for
Non-Specular White. Alternatively
you can use Xtracrylix, as they do all
these colours, with XAH2/ for Sea
Blue, XAlI25 for Intermediate Blue
and XAlI41 for Non-Specular White

OMEGA MODELS?

Hello. | live in the USA and | would
like to order a kit from Omega
Models in the Czech Republic, but
| haven't been able to locate any
contact or order info for the com-
pany. Do you know how | should
go about ordering a kit from them?
Thanks.

Greg Kozak

Ed Says: | have had a look around
and there are a few sites in Europe
that stock the range, plus you can
obtain the range in the UK from
Hannants (www.hannants.co.uk). |
am not aware of any stockist in the
US, so if anyone else out there does,
please let us know.

PANEL LINES

I'm having problems making the
pancl lines stand out on several
current projects, Can you please
advise as to the best way to go
about creating this effect. I've been
using both enamel and acrylic
paints and what | believe to be
water paints for the wash, but the
lines are not standing out, please
advise.

Regards

Andy Hubbard

Ed Says: This is a pretty big subject
as there are a number of ways of
highlighting panel lines, Going by
your comments | suspect that the
problem you are encountering is
with regard to an even ‘flow’ of the
paint into the panel lines. If you
highlight you need to substantially
thin the colour, be it enamel, acrylic,
water-colour or ink, then you need
to ensure that the model has had
an overall coat of gloss varnish first
which has dried fully for a couple of
days (do not apply washes efc toa
matt surface, it just darkens every-
thing). The colour should be applied
with a brush and allowed to flow
along the panel lines, then left to
dry for 20-30 minutes. You can then
carefully remove the excess with a
cloth moistened in a suitable thinner
(one thar mafches the paint used).
This is the most difficult stage as
if you are heavy-handed you will

)
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SPONSORED BY ACADEMY.
The selected letter each month will receive an aircraft kit from the
Academy range courtesy of Academy and their UK importer, Toyway. [~ -1

ACADEMY

JOHNSON'S KLEAR

Congratulations on an excellent publication. In your kit build articles
many of your authors finish their aircraft prior to decaling with
Johnson's Klear (Future). As this product is unavailable in Brisbane,
Australia what alternative finish would you recommend?

Ed Says: Johnsons' Klear, or Future as it is in the USA, has
been sold in Australia under a number of brand names.
These include Stride Right, Super Stride, Shine Magic and
Super Shine. By about 2002 the Australian distributor
of §.C. Johnson's products discontinued all of them, but
apparently you may be able to abtain an alternative in

the shape of Pledge One Go. Australian modellers have
also identified Pascoe’s Long Life as being similar and
this was originally marketed under the name Rekkit’s,

so you may find it on sale under this brand in certain
areas. Likely outlets in Australia include Bunnings,

Coles Supermarkets, Newmart, Supa Valu and
Woolworths. You may also be able to obtain Johnson's
Wipe and Shine, as this is the same product as sold in
the Far East.

&

wipe all the colour out of the panel

BEAUFORT DOMAIN
lines as well, | find that using CMK Ed Says: We recently received a
Stardust weathering pigment, mixed  phone call in the office from a gen-
with water to a sludge, applied to the  tleman called Cliff, asking about
panel lines in a fairly heavy manner the web domain guoted by Rev.
then left to dry fully, can be removed  John Mcllimurray in his build of the
far easier with a cotton bud dipped Special Hobby Beaufort in Issue I5.
in water, and you get the added Sadly the email address supplied
bonus that the deposit in the panel by this gentleman was incorrect in
lines is far more resistant because it  some way and our reply bounced
has been left to dry fully. back, so i-f you are reading this, and
for all our readership in general,
the correct domain should have
been www.beaufortrestoration.com.
au/. John just forgot the ‘com.au/’

bit! Apologies to all for this slight




next iIssue

So, what have we planned for next month'’s edition? On Sale 22nd February 2007

Fork-tailed Devil
Steve A. Evans builds
Trumpeter's new 1:48

D Wyvern S.4

Classic Canberra
Geoff Coughlin builds the
Classic Airframes 1:48
Canberraasa TT Mk I8

Avro Manchester
By Richard J. Caruana

Yak Attack!
Two 1:48 Yaks, the Accurate Miniatures
Yak-I build by Francois Soldan and the X
Eduard Yak-3 by Andy leronymides

Richard J. Caruana
colour profiles with all
our main features

Plus all the
latest news and -

- &1 Ah, Condor!
kit, accessory, : ;
St and b Jamie Haggo builds the new

ecal and book (72 Fw 200 from Revell
reviews.
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CRISIS MANAGEMENT

We are our own worst critics, but sometimes it seems that there are other ‘forces’ at work in the modelroom,

and they are rarely very positive!

risis management is probably the
best way to describe my modelling.
| have always said that | reach a
point in a project when the ‘Franks
Factor' takes effect and the whole thing
goes pear-shaped! | am sure that there are
many of you out there who can sympathise
with me on this, but it does get me down at
times. Take the Wellington, for instance,
that | did for Issue 17, which was done to a
deadline and | have to admit that at times
it nearly hit the wall. | enjoy my hobby
nowadays more then ever, with time to
actually go into my workroom of an evening
and work on projects. The problem is that
when it is just ‘your project’ it does not
matter if you reach a point where you no
langer want to do anything on it, as you
can put it to one side and come back to it
later. The problem with an item for print,

EDITOR’'S CHOICE

Gunze Sangyo Mr Color

Sangyo paints, usually the acrylic (Aqueous

Our contributors often mention using Gunze

Color) range. but Gunze Sangyo also produces a

especially one that needs to be completed
to a deadline as a follow-on to a 'Part I" that
has already run the previous month, is that
there is no option to leave it for a while, |
often wonder if this is the reasoning behind
so many of you expressing frustration in
the hobby - are you pressurising yourself to
meeat deadlines that exist only in your head?
Maybe you feel that you have to be “the
first to build it”, and rest assured we all
know a few of them! But really we already
work under the most stringent constraints
and to the highest standards, and so

often these are not attainable because

our greatest critic is ourselves! Many of
you out there have a very stressful job,

or just find life in general very stressful,
well our hobby is certainly one of the best
ways 1o relax. | know of more than one
individual who usually comes home from

work a ‘monster’ and who is herded into
their model room by family members to
‘calm down’ for a few hours. | often find
that certain projects actually make me
frustrated, but that is usually my own faulr
for taking on specific kit types. Probably
the key to gerting relaxation and enjoyment
out of this hobby is first deciding if you
want to pressurise yourself or not, some
do and want to be top-class, while others
aren't bothered. | certainly want to learn
by my (many) mistakes and having such
superb contributors working with me, | am
certainly in a good position 1o pick up hints
and tips. | just wish the ‘crisis management’
aspect of my work would not raise its head
so often in the model room. Especially, as
with the Wellington, when | am working 10
a deadline and then go down with the flu -
must be one of the many ‘Modellings Laws’
| think!

Richard A. Franks
Editor - Model Airplane International

THINGS TO DO...

There is not much going on in
January, but the season really kicks
off in February with the Milton Keynes
Modelkraft 2007 at the Leisure
Centre, Bletchley, Milton Keynes on
the 4th February, the Model Show
2007 at the Fleet Air Arm Museum,
Yeovilton, Nr lichester, Somerset on
the 10th and the IPMS Wakefield &
District show at Huddersfield Sports
Centre, Southgate, Huddersfield, HDI
ITW on the lith.

petroleum-based paint range called Mr Color. This
usually only appears in those countries that can
import flammable liguids in glass bottles, thus
ruling out the UK! However, there is light at the end
of the tunnel as Model Design Construction have
been able to obtain the special boxed sets of these
paints because their shipment is not restricted

in the same way. Those applicable to aircraft
modellers include RAF Color and RAF Color 2. The
first contains BS64| Dark Green, BS637 Medium
Sea Grey and Ocean Grey, while the second has
BS38IC/210 Sky, BS38IC/450 Dark Earth and
Azure Blue. Each set retails for £6.00, so contact
MDC by visiting www.modeldesignconstruction.com
or calling 01773 513345,

B2 Model Airplane International - February 2007
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“ NOUGHT FauU 10
CORSAIR (ITEM 60752)

VOUGHT FAU-1
BIRD CAGE CORSAIR (TTEM 60774)
.,
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The first production model of one of the most important World War Il US. fighters has now
joined its later fighter-bomber version in Tamiya's extensive War Bird Collection lineup.
Featuring a massive 2000hp engine fitted with the largest propeller yet used on a fighter,
the Corsair was the first U.S. fighter to reach speeds in excess of 400mph (644kmvh) in level
flight. The Corsair's high performance and rugged inverted gull wing construction made it
an extremely versatile platform that served with various nations even into the 1950’ Tamrya
has reproduced all the details of this first production model of the Corsair with tradémank
predision, induding the short tail wheel leg and distinctive frame-like canopy which gave thi
model its nickname. Corsairs from units such a VMF-124 and VF-17 Jolly Rogers can be bul
with the four sets of high-quality markings induded with this assembly kit, and you can line
it up with the Tamiya 1/72 FAU-1D for an insightful look at the Corsair's evolution.

VF-17 “Jally Rogerns” LL. Kenneth A, Walsh, VWF-124 M comm

Wt Lk & e o e G gniman Sateers, Uoageos ation
Comair i & registersd trastemars of Northrng Grurnimen Compsrition

1/72War Bird Collection Enjoy the classic lines of World War Il fighters

The FAU-1 is the latest member
of our 1/72 War Bird Collection,
which features a wide variety
of historic and modem aircraft

X

TAMIYA

1/72 War Bird Collection 'mam,u: : rmmﬂ.mru

Supermarine Spitfire MiCVE/MC VD TROP, (B0756) Focke-Wulf Fw190-A3 (60766) Kawanishi N1K1-Ja Shiden Type 11 (60768)



