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RDO605
$53.99

Albatros D.111
The Albatros Flugzeugwerke built some of the Imperial German Air
Service’s most significant aircraft during the Great War; the D.lIl being
one of the most produced examples. Backbone of the IdIfi
the spring ond summer of 1917, the D.IIl was so effective when
infroduced that British airmen dubbed April 1917 ‘Bloody April".
Possessing a streamlined semi-monocoque fuselage, raked wingtips
and fish-like tail; these machines looke
the most attractive planes fo roam the skies over the Western Front.
RDO606  $53.99

during

lethal and were amoungst

Fokker D.VI
RDO603
£53.99

Fokker Dr.l
RDO601

All 1:32

15% OFF All Products Shown Here

When Referencing This Media Code: MAIO610

Wires & Iron Crosses

$53.99

Scale

Roden’s Kits feature detailed engines and
cockpits with faithful attention to surface
detail and high quality decals.

Fokker F.l

T sionat

Squadron/Signal’s *in Action” books
bring outstanding photographic
coverage revealing subjects in their
real-world suroundings.

)

Albatros Fighter in Action (SC) .
95 black and white photos, 10 full & |
color profiles, scrap art; 50 pages.
SS1046  $11.95

"

Fokker DR.I in Action (SC)

118 black and white photos, 10 full
color profiles, scrap art; 50 pages.
SS1098  $11.95

Fokker Eindecker in Action (SC)
96 black and white photos, 10 full
color profiles, scrap art; 50 pages.
SS1158  S$11.95

¥ s P —

.squadron;

The Hobby Shop That Never Closes.

Battle Axe Kits offer the
experienced hobbyist hard to
find subjects in a variety of scales
including 1/32nd.

KAGERO
Kagero's ‘Famous Airplanes’ and *Legends of
Aviation” series provide in’depth coverage
of the machines and men that made flying
history: full English and Polish text. :

“pADY Albatros D.I1 -D.V (S8C)
\lhatros B 45 black and white photos, 4
full-color plates, free 1/72 and
1/48 scale decals for 2 aircraft

\ in Polish service, 46 pages.

N KGS005 $14.95
-

Fokker D.VII
BX3201

599.98

Fokker E.V/D.VIL (SC)

| 54 black and white photos, 4 ¢
| full-color plates, free 1/72 and |
L 1/48 scale decals for 2 aircroft |
 in Polish service, 46 pages.
KG3006 $14.95

Fokker E.11I
BX3202 $99.98

-

%Q _#.~+

Fokker EV/D.VIT
$99.98

-
Richthofen’s Eleven: Jasta 11 (SC)
80 black and white photos, 11 R
full-color plates, free 1/72 and =
1/48 scale decals for 8 aircroft
(serial codes, logos and Balkan
Crosses), 72 pages.

KGo6003 $21.95

Fokker D.111 Oeffag
BX3205 S$114.98

f-—r-li——‘-f-'"--'_‘- - . -
o e ——
Souapron MaiL ORDER

= EE =R

1115 Crowley Drive
Carrollton, TX 75011-5010 USA
072-242-8663 Fax: 972-242-3775 3 \

Order Online 24/7 Squadronicom

Order 24/7 Toll-FREE 1-877-414-0434
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88 is here!

Hasegawa's new Ju 88 promises much
more than just an A-series!

Weekend Projects

As we mentioned last 3 N

month, Eduard have m @ i
launched their new fhe

"Weekend Series', which
combines a reissued kit
without the additions of
photo-etched etc, a single
decal option and paint-
ing instructions as part of
the box top. Thaose to join
the series this month are the Nieuport Ni.I7 (#8431/£6.99), Albatras D.III
(#B436/£6.80) and Messerschmitt Bf 108 Taifun (#8476/£7.50)

Available as a special limited edition during the IPMS/USA Nationals
was the Hasegawa 1:72 Lancaster B Mk I/lll (#E23) and the Leading
Edge RCAF Rescue Lancaster (late scheme 1862) decal and conver-
sion set (#72.11). The kit remains unchanged, but the Leading Edge set

includes decals for FMIO4, an SAR Mk [0 thar operated in 1962. As well

as the markings the ser offers (clear) resin (bulged) windows for the
rear fuselage, plus standard resin parts for the ventral radome, blade
antennae. the heat excha r intake for the upper/starboard fuselage
side and anti-collision beacons above and below the fuselage. As a lim-
ited edition specifically for the North American market you won't get it in
the UK. but never fear as the Leading Edge sheet is available separately
in the UK from Hannants for £8.85

4 Model Airplane International - Ociober 2006

10/ 2008 - Latest news & information for Scale Aircraft Modelle

Jr. Impulse
Having coval the T-3 set pro-
duced by Hasegawa a few manths
back (See Issue 13, page 5), more
recently Hasegawa have contin-
ued with this series of ‘stand-in’
display teams on mopeds, with the
Biue Impulse Jr Set (#X48-22). As
before thare are three mopeds in
the set, all of which you can snap-
together or cement, and they also
supply waterslide or self-adhesive
markings, the choice is yours. Up to
Hasegawa's usual high standards,
they probably won't appeal much to
non-Japanese customers, but you
have to admit they are fun!

Wings of the
Black Cross

Eagle Editions in the USA have
produced this series of books for a
year or 80 now and issue number

3 has just been released. If you are
unfamiliar, each is in a 36-page
(American) A4 format with a heavy-
weight card cover. Inside are masses
of period photographs showing
various Lufiwaffe subjects, which are
produced large with just two images
per page. Many of the images show
crashed and wrecked machines at the
war's end, but there are also some
colour profiles by Tom Tullis showing
some of them in ‘complete’ form. Each
edition is $17.95, so visit www.cagle-
editions.com to order your copies,
they are certainly well worth having.

Luft ‘46 Projects

Midland Publishing have just released an
English-language version of a title that was previ-
ously produced during 2004 in German. Entitled
‘Luftwaffe Advanced Aircraft projects 1o 1945 (JSBN:
[-85780-240-5) it offers 190 pages in an A4 format with

a hardback cover. The coverage is in alphabetic order (by manufacturer) and
covers Arado to Junkers with each project illustrated with a colour profile and
1echnical data etc. The UK price is £29.99 (5$64.95), so call 01455 254450 or
visit www.midlandcountiessuperstore.com to place your order.




For all the very latest news on kit
releases, other news and secure online
ordering check out our website at Ny 2f Revi
.com

= " MIG-31 "Foxhound"

1:72

Hundred-
year
Hernage

Revell’s Russian Reissues

Back in a Revell box recently were the Lavochkin La-5FN (#04374/£3.99)
and MiG-31 Foxhound (#04378/£13.99). The La-5 sprues dont look like the
old Italeri kit, nor are they the KP example and as the box states 'Made in

Russia’, we have to presume this is the Maguette kit, which was also reis- (544 9'%.' 2nel i can
sued by Zvezda. ExtraTech made a detail set for the KP version (#EX72-103) ained at all
that may fit and you can cross-kit it with the excellent Eduard La-7 [now out hook

in ‘Dual Combo' form (#7061)] to make pretty much any of the La-5 to La-7 rnm:n-. from Midland
series. The MIG-3I is the Zvezda tooling Publishing by calling

08455 254450

Buffie's Best

This well-known US retailer also produces a series of CDs in their
‘Restorations lllustrated’ series. The current subjects are the
Messerschmirt Bf 109G-10, which has over 1,200 restoration pho-
tos plus copies of the original G-10 manuals and P-38 Lightning
Vol.2, which contains hundreds of restoration photos, interviews
with || former P-38 pilots plus those manual extracts and images
and illustrations. This latter item is actually a two-CD set. The
first (#BBIOSCD) is $19.50, while the P-38 set (#BBP3BCD) is
$23.00 plus P&P. Future releases will include the P-51, AGM2
Type 32 Zero and WWII engines. For more details visit www.buff-
iesbest.com or email buffiesbesti@comeast.net

Italeri Airings

Continuing with their release T-6G Texan (#2652/£10.99)

schedule, ltaleri have brought and the ex-Accurate

back a couple of kits dur- Miniatures B-25 Mitchell

ing the last month, along (#2650/£28.99). None of

with introducing a few other these inciude the ‘manuals’, -

manufacturers’ products but the B-25 does have all Available from ""‘E-ﬁﬂ'_

to their line. In 1:72 these the parts from all the main and all gl;}l:ld model stockists.
include the ex-AMT/Ertl versions of the B-25 released

Boeing B-52G Stratofortress by Accurate Miniatures save h -, ' 1 r

(#1262/£35.99) and the for the B-25G, so it is a real . ‘ .? \ T

updated C-130J Hercules Il
(#1255/£23.99): the latter
also includes one of their use-
ful Photographic Reference
Manuals. In 1:48 the Panavia
Tornado 1DS (#2648/£12.50)
is back at last, as it is THE
most accurate Tornado kit
in the scale, and the ex-
Ocidental North American

October 2006 - Model Airplane International 5



Militaryexp.com

SKILL LEVEL: BEGINNER

ltalia
Falco

In the last few years Italian
WWII subject have become
more and more popular with
the kit manufacturers with
many new Kits being released
both by mainstream and limited-run

manufacturers. However a kit of the Fiat CR.42, one of the most famous Regia Aeronautica aircraft,
until now has only existed from Revell (leaving out the very expensive short-run kit produced by Misterkit)
and that kit dated back to the 1960s! This situation was slightly remedied last year when Pavla produced their

kit of the type, but despite being quite a good kit, its multi-media nature made it appealing only to the more
experienced modeller. This brand new kit from Italeri finally brings the CR.42 to the mainstream world, thus making it

attractive to the whole spectrum of builders.

ditferent spinners! Even the smallest
parts look 10 scale, something that has
not been typical of ltaleri in the past.
Perhaps the only downside to the kit

is the slightly ‘overdone’ fabric effect,
especially the ribs on the wings, which
are too pronounced for my taste. The
fina! surprise waited at the bottom of the
box - a 48-page reference booklet! This
AS brochure includes a comprehensive
history, technical details, diagrams from
the original manuals, colour walk-around
photos of a restored example from an
Itafian museum and colour profiles. The
nicely printed decal sheet offers six
options including Luftwaffe and Swedish
Air Force examples, making the whole
package prerty comprehensive.

The first task before assembly was
to reduce the fabric effect, with the pro-
npounced wing ribs being sanded down
with 1000 grade wet 'n’ dry. The rear
part of fuselage also had to be slightly
reshaped by gentle scraping with a
round-contoured scalpel blade. All
these areas were subseguently polished
with Super Fine compound from

up. Also sink marks are almost non-
existent: | found only two on the inner
faces of the landing gear covers. The
other feature that literally shocked
me was the number of optional parts,
allowing virtually any CR.42 variant

to be built, i.e. fighter, fighter-bomber
or night fighter, plus alternative styles
of exhausts, intakes, undercarriage
(spatted/unspatted wheels, skis), bomb
racks, underwing searchlights and

n opening the box | was

amazed by its content.

The level of detail is

noticeably high and the
finely engraved panel lines are equal
to those we've come 10 expect from
Far Eastern manufacturers, the only
exception being thicker lines on the
upper wing centre section. The amount
of flash is kept to a minimum with only
the struts needing a little cleaning

B Model Airplane International - October 2005

Gunze-Sangyo, which has the added
benefit of not leaving any residue in the
engraved panel lines, About 20 minutes
spent doing this really paid off as the
surface looked more realistic for .72

The assembly starts with the cockpit
area, which despite being quire small
looks busy once completed. You get
the floor, front bulkhead, side panels
with moulded tubular framework, seat,
confral column, instrument panel with
gunsight, separate upper part of the
framework and headrest, all crisply
moulded with no flash. The instruments
for main and side panels are provided
as decals, which look pretty convincing
once applied. The only things | added
were some seat belts made from lead
foil, | sprayed the whole interior light
grey, with the pilot’s seat in natural
metal, The cockpit assembly was then
sandwiched between the fuselage
halves and the upper gun cover put on,
all without any fit issues.

Next was the engine unit. The engine
itself s a little gem, | can't remember
seeing such a detailed engine in injected
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SPEC: Italeri |72 Fiat CR.42 Falca

KIT NO.: 260 MATERIAL: IM
AVAILABLE FROM: The Hobby Company
Lrd (UK Importer) and Maleri stockists
worldwide

PRICE GUIDE: £6.99

The decals are often the only
down point to an Italeri kit, and
In this case they were vory thick
with prominent carrier film that
meant the aational insignia had
to come from clsewhere, as the
film could not be cut away after
applicaton

plastic in 1:72 before. After painting it
dark aluminium & light grey, followed
by a black oil wash, | glued it into the
rear part of the cowling together with
the exhaust collector ring. Actually, the
cowling assembly was a tricky atfair
due 1o it being divided into four parts. |
recommend you carefully dry-fit every-
thing before gluing. Sadly | did not, and
s0 some of the parts did not fit properly
and | had to fill a small gap with some
thick cyanoacrylate. Incidentally, | used
this type of glue throughout, wiping

the stains off with a Q-tip dipped in
debonder. This method speeds up the
build process and also allows you to

utilise the eyanoacrylate as filler as well.

Once the cowling had been cleaned and
any damaged lines rescribed, | fixed the
whole lof to the fuselage and turned my
attention 1o the wings

Attaching the lower wing half was
just a matter of checking the right (i.e.
nautral) dihedral and a little sanding
after wiping off excessive glue. As far
as the upper wing is concerned, here
| would recommaend a little guesswork
with regard to the sequence of strut
installation and painting. In my case
things went vary smoothly because
| had decided on the overall black
scheme, so | did not have to take that
much care with what parts to paint first,
Anyway, | deviated from the Instruc-
tions, which suggest that you attach all

ALS!H _

-"—'“MWME.';

A

the struts 1o the upper wing and then
join the whole to the lower wing. as |
had doubts about how you could keep
the struts correctly aligned. | eventu-
ally glued onto the fuselage just the
cabane struts and then fixed the upper
wing onto them. Finally the individual
inter-wing struts were installed and
every joint was sealed with cyanoacr-
ylate and subsequently cleaned up with
dabander, thus making nice flush joints.
Mow it was time 10 take care of the
undercarriage. Due to its design it was
a simplo affair, just requiring the mat-
ing of the wheel covers together and
artaching them to the fuselage’s under-
surface. | removed the half-axies from
the inside of the covers so | could add
the painted wheels at a later stage. The
brace berween the covers had a small
gap where it met the protruding intake,

i: = N
|«

s0 | filled it with a piece of plasticard
and sanded it smooth, Next | installed
the exhaust flame dampers, drilled eight
holes in the outer wing struts for the
rigging and that was it! The few remain-
ing items like propeller, windshield and
the rigging wires were left until the very
ond of the build, Speaking of the pro-
pelier, | eventually glued it to the engine
crankcase, because having looked at
the photos it seems that the trailing
edges of each blade should be oriented
the other way around?

Making a realistic black surface in
I:72, or actually in any scale, is quite a
difficult rask, since the usual methods
of pre- and post-shading, oll washes,
ete., obviously do not work that well. |
therefore tried 1o break the uniformity
of the surface by spraying on sev-
eral hues of black toned with bright

There is not a great deal of rigging to do on the
CR.A2, which makes it ideal for those wanting to
get experionce building biplane kits

blue, dark grey and Tyre Black over a
black/grey (RLM B8) base coat, making
uneven paiches and motties. The model
then got an even spray of gloss varnish
in preparation for the decal application

As | mentioned above the decal sheet
features marking for six options: four
Regia Aeronautica, a Swedish Air Force
machine and a Lufrwaffe example. The
overall black night fighter option | chose
is pretty well documented with period
photos; however, | couldn’t find an
overall shot confirming the "377-4" had
the white inscription on the starboard
cowling? | therefore decided to leave it
off far the time being as it can always
be added later, if such a photograph
appears! The quality of the decals |
think can be considered the ‘Achilles
Heel' of Italeri kits. Those in this kit
were no exception as although they
were opaque and printed in register,
they were thick and the matt carrier film
makes them very tough 10 use, as they
did not respond satisfactorily 1o any
decal solutions | had. | had no choice
but 1o use them, so | trimmed them
carefully and using the strongest decal
setting solution | had (Mr Mark Softer
by Gunze Sangyo), | eventually placed
them quite nicely. The only exceptions
were the white national insignias where
the carrier film couldn’t be removed for
obvious reasons, so replacement items
come from my spare box. W

ithout
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Wyvern withan'H’

Only seven of them were even built, so CMR's kit allows you at last to add one to your collection

eveloped from a requirement
for a specialised rorpedo-
carrying single-seat aircraft,
the Westland Wyvern was
one of several projects offered by the
firm. Westland received a contract
for six prototypes in late 1944: one
aerodynamics test airframe, three
aircraft for the Royal Navy, and two
more for the RAF. In the end all the
prototypes were passed 1o the Royal
Navy after RAF interested ceased and
then the pre-production order was
cancelled, because Rolls-Royce were
ordered to cease development of the
Eagle in favour of gas turbines, Only
seven pre-production Wyvern TF Mk Is
(VRAI31- VRI3T) were completed, some
being used for propeller development,
handling and landing trials and torpedo
and mining tests. The seventh aircraft
(VRI37) was not fiown and was used
for ground vibration tests and airframe
systems demonstrations in the College
of Aeronautics at Cranfield. This is the
sole surviving Wyvern and roday it is
exhibited at the Fleet Alr Arm Museum,
Yeovilton.

The only 1:72 scale kit of the Wyvern
TF Mk | comes from CMR and is pack-
aged in a poly-bag, which is not a good
idea as the vac-formed canopy can
easily get damaged (CMR now package
all their kits in boxes - Ed). Inside the
bag there are five A4 sheets, five sides
full of black and white pictures of the
world's only example, twao sides of very
clear assembly instructions, and three
sides of diagrams for the three colour
schemes, These comprise the first
prototype in Natural Metal, the fourth
prototype in Extra Dark Sea Grey over
Sky with WWII roundels, and a pre-pro-
duction machine in the same scheme
but with post-war markings. The first is
slightly misleading. because it shows an
aireraft with full naval equipment and
armament, but that wasn't ever installed
on T5371; more about this later. The
decal sheet is thin and very well printed
and it also allows you 1o build two more
pre-production aircraft by the inclusion
of their serial numbers.

The resin parts are very crisp and
well moulded; some parts look very sim-
llar 10 those supplied by Trumpeter in

F

their §.4 kit (like bombs and torpedo),
while some are much better (arrestor
hook, torpedo fin, instrument panel).
Only a few air bubbles can be found

in the spinner, wing leading edges and
lower part of the fuselage, bui these
are easy to cure with Mr Surfacer. The
parts are completely devoid of any flash
or mould marks and the panel lines are
engraved, crisp and correspond exactly
to the drawings in the 4+ title, However,
on closer examination | noted sand-

ing marks on the wing surfaces and
although this is not a problem with any
of the painted options, a polished metal
finish would reveal every scratch, The
vae-formed canopy was not ideal (my
personal opinion | know), but it was
usable afier dipping in Johnsons Klear
(Future) polish.

CONSTRUCTION

As usual, construction started with the
cockpit. The main resin component
consists of the floor, rear bulkhead
and side panels and it fits without any
sanding. The detail on the instrument
pane! is superb and the pilot's seat

only needs painting and the addition
of some safety belts, in this case some
pre-painted photo-etched ones from
Eduard. Overall though, the cockpit
interior is simplified, with numerous
‘blobs’ on the cockpit wall and side pan-
els, so | ground them off and replaced
them with some scratchbuilt details.
Alternatively, of course, you could use
Eduard's photo-etched detail set for
Trumpeter's Wyvern S Mk 4,

Before closing the fuselage | decided
to improve the exhaust pipe, as this
is very prominent, and probably the
worst part of the kit, comprising as it
does just a strip of resin with some
indents. | made an opening in the
fuselage for the exhaust then glued,
slantwise, shortened metal tubing from
the inside. Gluing the fuselage halves,
wings and tailplane was a simple task,
only the uppermost part of the engine
needing any adjustment. It was now
time to choose which version | wanted
1o build, and because almost every
specimen of the Wyvern is in Extra Dark
Sea Grey & Sky camouflage, | chose
1o do something different - the first

Ny B R
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prototype in Natural Metal. However
to do this there were certain changes

I had to make. | had to grind off the
gun muzzies, formation lights and
resin lights on the wings, and made

a replacement for the arrestor hook,
which was absent on the real aircrafr,
and add the rear navigation light and
some kind of bumper on the rearmaost
part of the fuselage. The navigation
lights were made from clear styrene
with drilled light bulbs. The surface of
the model was polished to remove the
sanding marks, some panel lines were
made more distinct, and indentations
(Dzus fasteners) were made with a thin
needle, pressed into the resin (take
care doing this, as one slip and both
you and the model get damaged). Then
the entire model was given a thin coat
of Mr Surfacer to reveal any imperfec-
tions and to improve the adherence of
the Alclad Il paints that were 1o follow.
| used two Alclad Il shades, Duralumin,
and Stainless Steel, the latter being
used on some wing panels, as well as
on the panels surrounding the exhaust
pipe. Lighter panels below the cockpit
were coverad with Matt Aluminium
Bare-Metal Foil. The wheel wells and
inner faces of their doors appear 1o be
very dull, so these were painted with
Tamiya Flat Aluminium. Trumpeter's
wheel covers were slightly berter, so

| made resin copies and added some
detail from the Eduard fret plus some
wires before gluing them in place. The
undercarriage legs were also duplicated
from my Trumpeter kit as those from
CMR have the suspension linkage
right up under the wing undersurface,
which is not correct. The tailwheel leg
was too thin and neaded replacement,
and brake lines and minor details were
added to the new gear legs before they
were installed. The main wheels in the
first prototypes differed from those on
the production machines and the kit
parts do include the correct hub detail,
which although not perfect is hard 1o
improve or scratchbuild. | did decided
to use them, but ground off the poorly
moulded tyre again replacing it with a
resin duplicate of the Trumpeter parts,
simply because they had nice tread pat-
tern and ‘Dunlop’ inscription.

| completed the propeller assembly
and moved on 1o the cockpit canopy.
Again, there is a difference betwesn
the first prototype and subsequent
machines. Most of the TF Mk Is had
a curved windscreen, but it was
flat on TS371. | therefore cut the kit
canopy, replacing the windscreen with
a scratchbuilt version and added the
clear styrene stiffeners 1o the rear part
of the canopy, as seen on the real air-
craft. Fortunately, there was no need to

il Mot B |72 Sinle
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make a gunsight, as it was not fitted to
the machine | was building.

It was now time to apply a wash
made from thinned Tamiya Smoke with
a little bit of Flat Base, to add shad-
ows in the wheel wells, flaps, control
surfaces, air intakes and so on. After
that | could glue in position flaps, for
which | did not expected any problems,
but the distance between the cut-outs
for the Youngman flap actuators in the
starboard flap well were different from
those in the flap itself! | was therefore
forced to shorten one actuator and glue
it near the cut-oun.

The decals are well printed, but they
suffer from an ‘orange peel’ texture. |
haven't seen it on CMR kits before, so |
presume | had a bad example. For any-
one building TS371, please note that it
did not have any roundels on the wings.
After setting the decals, | used Agama
decal solution and as Tensol had no
effect | moved up to their more power-
ful Hypersol. It was too much, because

the decals virtually disintegrated. The
yellow areas were the most resistant,
white and blue was slightly dam-
aged, but anything red just bleached
away! Fortunately | was able 1o repair
this damage with the extra roundels
included on the kit's decal sheet, and
this time around | used Hypersol, but
very carefully!

The original aircraft had the Dzus
fasteners on the engine cowling all
marked with lines, so | drew them with
a sharpened black permanent marker,
They are slightly out of scale, but |
think they look OK. Almost all the model
was now complete, with just a few odd-
ments like the upper identification light
and VHF antenna on the fuselage and
pitot head on the wing 1o install. As
there were two different shapes of pitot
heads used by the prototypes | installed
the kit part under the starboard wing.
and made a new slightly different one
for the port wing. The radio altimeter
antenna under the tailplane was nicely
moulded, but with resin being very
fragile | broke it! | did managed to make
a new one from Plastruct rod, only 1o
find a picture showing that it was not
firted 1o the real aircraft! This photo
also highlighted the fact that there is no
need 1o install the dual homing anten-
nae under the wing, which thankfully |
had not installed by this stage. m

FINAL VERDICT
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BUILT & WRITTEN BY ANDY
IERONYMIDES FROM THE UK

RATA-TAT-TAT

© MODEL INFOD
SPEC: Eduard 1:48 Polikarpo G Type 10
KIT NO.: BI4B MATERIALS: IM, PE

0f all the types associated with the VVS in WWII, surely the stubby little Polikarpov I-16 ‘Rata’ is the best known and
nothing better symbolises the diversity in technology than it in comparison to its foe, the Bf 109!

hen we begin to think
of the stereotypical
classic fighter, words
like graceful, sleek and
beautiful spring to mind. Hardly the
words to deseribe the |-18, but it was
certainly full of character and appeal,
with its stocky, mean and brutish looks,
beawtiful it was not, but then as they say,
beauty is in the eyes of the beholder.
Despite its looks it was very much
a fighter and when blooded in the
Spanish Civil War and later in China

against Japanese types including the
Zarn, it built itself a significant reputa-
tion as a dogged and mean opponent.
Fighting its way in the late thirties
through numerous campaigns It cer-
tainly held its own until it was eveniu-
ally outclassed in the early forties by
Luftwaffe fighters, during the Great
Patriotic War.

Nevertheless the I-1Gs played a vary
impartant and reliable role against the
Germans and were well liked by the
pilots that flew them.

10 Model Airplane International - October 2006

| have always been impressed by the

quality and general value for money
that Eduard provide with their kits but
when | first inspected the contents of
this new tooling, | was very pleasantly
surprised by their attention to detail.
The delicately moulded plastic parts
with their fine sprue gates are safely
contained in handy resealable bags.

A bright colourful instruction booklet
is provided along with a pre-painted

photo-giched fret and a sheet of masks.

Definitely a good start.

The real treat however was in the
quality of the surface detail. The
depiction of the multi-texture surface
is guite superb, and Eduard have
really pulled out all the stops on this
one. The effect of the fabric-over-rib
combinations for the upper and lower
wings, tail and elevator control
surfaces is fabulous, and contrasts
well with the erisp depiction of the
matal cowl and hatch covers with
their associated screw and fastener
fixings. Also clever touches like the
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Andy wanted to go for one of rhe more unusual
colour schemas for his 1-16. and it certainly looks
good in a very European-looking

camouflage pattern

Eduard’s new little Polikarpov beautifully captures the stubby lines of this little fighter,

and It Is a beauty to build as well!

hollowed-out gun barrels and exhaust
pipes are definitely bound to keep us
lazy modellers very happy.

THE KINDEST CUT

Before embarking on the cockpit
assembly there was some minor sur-
gery that would have to be performed.
Eduard has thoughtfully provided the
provision for having the cockpil access
door open by supplying an etched metal
replacement door part. If you choose

to follow this route then the moulded

access hatch on the fuselage side will
have to be cut out. Cockpit interiors

are my favourite so, needless to say,
any chance to improve the view had to
be taken. | have found that the easiest
and safest way fo do this without scar-
ring the plastic. or at worst dissecting
your fingers, is firstly to mark out the
oHending area to be cut out and then 1o
drill small holes around the perimeter of
the required cut. The cut is then made
with a scalpel blade by simply joining
up the holes with only minimal pressure

required on the blade. The cut can then
be tidied up with a piece of wet 'n’ dry
paper wrapped around a cocktail stick
to help get around the gentle curves.

COCKPIT

As expected with a 1930s design, the
cockpit interior is quite simple but,
nevertheless, still interesting. There
are guite a few levers that can be
portrayed with either plastic or photo-
etched parts. The metal pieces have
finer detail but due to their nature

are flat and rather two-dimensional. |
used a combination of both metal and
plastic and enhanced the knobs on

the various levers by putting a drop

of Tipp-Ex correction fluid onto the
levers to fatten and round the knobs.
The cockpit floor, seat and seat rear
bulkhead are put together fo make up
a single assembly that can be added to
the assembled fuselage halves at a later
stage. Interestingly the suggested col-
our scheme for the interior is light grey
for the fuselage sides and green for the

L
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STEP BY STEP GUIDE - INTERIOR

RIGHT: The instrument panel with pre-paint-
ed photo-etched fascia. Sadly this is the last
you will see of it, as it disappears inside the

cockpit once installed!

mmwum-mm-muuumumm

ABOVE: The very simple interior of the -1

Defll wround
the area to b
rempved. fhen
jain holes with
scalpei



“The effect of the fabricover-rib combinations for the upper and lower wings, tail and elevator control
surfaces is fabulous and contrasts well with the crisp depiction of the metal cowl and hatch covers with
their associated screw and fastener fixings”

floor and seat assembly? After the grey
was added, the grid-work of the interior
framing can be emphasised with a bit
of dark shading. but nothing too fancy
because the high curvature of the
cockpit sides make it is pretty dark in
there and not a lot can be ecasily seen,
The floor and seat are very prominent
though, so extra effort with shading
here is worthwhile.

Eduard supply a set of their excellent
pre-painted photo-etched seat belts
that are very realistic and sasy o use.
| will be honest here and admit to this
being the first time that | have allowed
myself the luxury of pre-painted beits
and | was impressed, albeit | still pre-
ferred to add a thin brown wash over
them to tone down their ‘clean’ look.
Similarly the provision of a pre-painted
instrument panel was also very novel
and admittedly the effect was fabulous,
everything looking crisp and sharp.
Unfartunately my high spirits on this

Finally sand smooth tha arca with wet 'n’ dry on a
cocktail stick

count were fo take a nose-dive later
when | was to find out that the instru-
ment panel is located so far within the
fuselage that it is literally out of sight.
Shame on those Russian designers!

ASSEMBLY THOUGHTS

After gluing the fuselage halves
together the instructions call for the
instrument panel to be glued in posi-
tion, followed by insertion of the floor
assembly. A dry run of this sequence
did not fill me with the required confi-
dence as it became clear that the fit of
the flaor within the fuselage needed a
certain amount of playing around with.
The floor pan did not really touch the
fuselage sides so the resultant position-
ing of the floor and the seat bulkhead
was a bit vague. After a bit of thought

| decided 1o leave the instrument panel
out initially so that | would have more
room to move the floor about. The
correct position is attained when the

headrest cushion on the seat bulkhead
sits squarely within the fuselage halves
level with the pilot's head. At this poimt
the bottom of the floor is held in this
jposition with some Tamiya tape and
permanently secured across with an
application of rapid-set epoxy cement.
The epoxy serves to strengthen the
tape support, where the floor fails 1o
touch the sides, without being obtru-
sive. It takes about five minutes to set
and this allows a little fine-tuning of its
position. With this alignment correct,
the instrument panel can now be fitted.

WING ALIGNMENT

Again at this point | decided to change
the build sequence, choosing not to
glue the top wings to the lower wing
section until | had first lined this sec-
tion up with the lower fuselage. A dry
run here showed that the rear fuse-
lage-to-lower-wing joint stood proud,
s0 a little reduction of the lower wing

thickness was required. This was
simply done by scraping away some
plastic with the scalpel until the joint
was flush, With the lower wing in place
It was now quite easy to line up the top
wings. These cleverly mate up with the
fuselage along panel lines, so thanks 1o
the earlier care taken, these panel lines
can be conserved with only a touch

of liquid glue required along them.
Following this sequence, | found that
the resulting wing and fuselage joints
were excellent and did not require any
filler at all. Phew!

MOVING AHEAD

The radial engine is simply represented
as a single flat pressed piece that

allows a quite convincing impression

of the real thing when viewed through
thie front cowl cooling apertures, | am
normally a sucker for tinkering with
engines but all that was needed this
time was for the cylinders 1o be given »
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COLOUR PROFILES

Top Lotr: Polikarpov 116 Type 5. of 4a Escuadrilla of the
Spanish Republican Air Force during the Civil War, 1938. Note
the Popeye emblem on fin

Above: Polikarpov 116 Type 10, captured by Spanish Nationalist

forces. Sand/dark brown/olive green on upper surfaces with

light blue-grey undersides: white wing tips and rudder. the lat-

tor carrying the black ‘St Andew's’ cross. Insignia of Joaguin

Garcia Morata's Patrulla Azul' on fin. See upper view for
wing markings

Left: Palikarpov 1-16 Type.24, Il flown by Russian
‘ace’ Boris F. Satonov, T2nd Aviation Regiment,
Mummarsk, summer of 1941. The inscription on

the fuselage reads Za Stalina!" (for Stalin).

Another inscription on the starboard side read
16 Type I7, of

the 4th Guards
Regiment, Blatic
Fleet based at
Vystav, oarly 1942,
Maote that the upper
surface finish con-
sists of three types
of green

Polikarpay I-16 Type 29, 'I', Romanian
Air Force, Dark green/light blue-grey
finish with yellow spinner, wingtips and
rear fuselage band; rudder flashes in

blue/yellow/red. White ‘I' on fin. Aireraft
was captured on 8th July 1941 and used
for combat training agains! IAR-39s and
|AR-80s

Polikarpoy 116 Typa 5, PZI0S. flown by Liu Chi Sheng, 21
Chungtul, Chinese Mationalist Air Force, Hankou, March 1838
Dark groen/light blue-grey finish with white/blue striped rudder;
national markings below wings only

14 Model Airplane International - October 2006
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STEP BY STEP GUIDE - ASSEMBLY

el .

The cockpit foor is a loase fit, so first line it up in pesition with tape Make sare the seat assembly is lined up squarely within the fusclage ~ Whan happy with the fit the flaor was bridged and ghied with 5-
minute spoxy

|
With the floor now in place the instrument panel can be firted The rear wing-to-fuselage joint was slightty high at the corners This was corrected by scraping away some of the excess rhickness

‘With the lower wing panels in place the upper onos can now be added Following rhe sequence thius tar | tound that the joints were excellent and no filer was required

S October 2006 - Model Airplane International 15
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“The fioor pan did noi reaily iouch ihe lussiag

positioning of the floor and the seat bulkhead was a hit vague

a coat of silver and then an undiluted
wash of Tamiya Smoke to bring them to
lite. Luckily the front cowl is provided
as a separate piece. This is handy in
that the engine can be left out until all
the airframe painting, and more impor-
rantly the matting down of the paint,

is complete. In this way the nice shiny
metallic engine can stay that way, since
trying to mask it would be impossible.
Since the fit of the cowl 10 the fuselage
is nice and tight, it can easily be pushed
into position for the camouflage paint-
ing stage, and then removed right at
the end of the build to allow for the
final addition of the engine unit and
exhaus! pipes.

WHEELS & THINGS

Normally by the time this stage is
reached we are parting ourselves on
the back having navigated the stormi-
est parts of the build. Well, hold back
on the patting, for the undercarriage
assembly requires concentration and
careful assembly as the array of gear
doors, and In particular their alignment
and angles, | found quite fricky. | have
lost track of the number of times | had
got everything positioned and glued
down and then an accidental nudge on
the doors would knock them off again!

Yes | hear you say, but that is the fun of
modelling, but | suppose that big fingers
and short stubby acroplanes are not
the best of combinations. At this point,
therefere, | decided 1o play sate and
leave the assembled undercarriage off
until the camouflage went on,

WHAT'S THAT COLOUR?

There are four colourful and ditfering
options fo choose from, and | mus!

say Eduard's full colour three-view
profiles are great and even have short
accompanying historical notes for each
aircraft. | liked the look of the aircraft
depicted on the box art; what was
confusing however was that the green
for its camouflage was one shade on
the box top, another shade on the
artwork on the side of the box and a
third shade on the profiles! Not really
helpful when dealing with a colour
that's not readily identifiable by the
model paint companies, but in the
end a little reference bashing sorted
it out, with the box art version looking
the likeliest shade. For this | chose

to use Gunze Sangyo Interior Green,
which had the right tonal look, with a
slight touch of Tamiya Olive Drab 10
darken it for certain areas and for the
shading.

16 Model Airplane International - October 2006

PAINT TIME

My main aim was to fry to show off
the fabulous fabric effect depicted on
the upper and lower surfaces and |
dealt with it in different ways for each.
For the lower surface | used a mix of
Tamiya Light Blue that | freshened-up
a bit with a lirtle RLM 65 Hellblau, as
the Tamiya biue is quite grey looking.
Over this a slightly darkened version
of the mix was blown around the panel
lines and especially in between the
ribs 1o create deep shadow and depth
10 help emphasise the fabric effect in
this area. A lightened version of the
original mix was then used to highlight
the high spots on all panels. For the
upper panels the base Interior Green
was painted on and then Olive Drab
was used 1o pre-shade the panel
lines and around the rib and fabric
areas. When dry, to highlight further
the highest points of the ribs, | gently
rubbed away some of the paint on
these high points using 1500 wet 'n’
dry. This resulted in concentrating
the focal point on the ribs and was
close to what | was leoking for. Then
a very thin coat of the base green
was progressively misted over to
blend the lot in, taking care not 10
lose the effect. The camouflage was

completed with a freehand applica-
tion of black and for this NATO Black
was used, as this is really a very dark
grey and so provided a more diffused
and faded look in comparison with the
very stark and high contrast that pure
black would have given. It also allowed
me to use black against the dark grey
for a bit of post-shading. The painting
guide gives two options for the tail-
band, either as yellow or white, as in
photographs of the aircraft it was hard
ta distinguish whether it was a faded
yellow or a dirty white.

MOVING FORWARDS

After the customary gloss coat, the
decals went on and although a little
thick, they settied down well. While it
was glossy | gave the few panel lines
around the harches and the moving
surfaces a watercolour wash, brown
for the top and a watery dark grey for
the bottom, wiping off the excess with
a cotton bud when the wash was dry.
In preparation for the weathering the
maftt coat was applied. At this paint
the painted canopy can now be added
over the matt finish with a dab of white
canopy glue and the open cockpit
hatch, undercarriage, engine and cowl
can all be finally fitved.
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STEP BY STEP GUIDE - WEATHERING

A watercolour grey wash was added 1o the underside, the gloss varitsh coat helping its application

The finish was matiod down and chips 1o the metal panels were added with a metallic pencil

Very interestingly the I-16 was one
of the first monoplane fighters to incor-
porate a retractable undercarriage. The
wheel struts were retracted by the pilot
manually by winding in wires that were
attached to the wheels, with appar-
ently 100 turns or so needed to lift the
wheels' Phew. These wires were simply

replicated with some stretched sprue,
a much easier operation than the pilot
was required to do

DIRTY BOY

This particular aeroplane was a weli-used
squadron hack and was especially dirty
and wormn. It was with anticipared relish

18 Model Airplane International - October 2006

Weathering powdars and pastel chalks were used o dirty up the paintwork, concentrating on areas that

wwwhmhﬁﬂ.Thunhuﬁmhhmﬂwkam

therefore that | tried to show this, using
weathering powders to show the dust
accumulation, especially in the under-
carriage bays and lower areas, where
‘stubby’ must have practically been drag-
ging his low belly along the floor. Equally
important was dirtying and toning down
the clean looking decals and white stripe

The model was given an overall
coat of gloss and the decals were
applied

with pastel dust of light grey and light
sarth to follow the general mucky effect.

To finish off, | sprayed in some
exhaust streaking, remembering 10
carry this into the lower doors where
applicable, and added a few dark
silver chips to the metal areas as
depicted on the box art, B

Was it worth the money?
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WOCKA, WOCKA!

The helicopter is widely associated with the highly mobile war in Vietnam. Although not all U.S. units were

heliborne, it was a rare operation that did not involve helicopters in some way

arrying troops over

difficult terrain, in or

out of the combat zone,

providing gunship support,
reconnaissance, evacuating the
wounded, transporting supplies and
logistic support, these were all vital
roles undertaken by the helicopter.

The Chinook’s greatest contribution

to the war in Vietnam was in heavy
logistic support. They could be used to
establish artillery fire support bases, on
numerous otherwise inaccessible hill-
tops, as they were able to lift the guns
into position and thereafter keep them
supplied with all necessary provisions.
When it first arrived in ‘“Nam’ no defen-
sive armament was carried, however
this gquickly changed and most were
field modified to carry door-mounted

Trumpetar's release of the A-version has now been supplemented
by the D, 5o the RAF HC.| and HC2 versions can be made with a bit of cross-kifting

machine guns. More heavily armed
versions were used on occasion; these
‘Go-Go birds’ carried a nose-mounted
40mm grenade launcher, 20mm cannon
and 2.75in rocket pods on the fuselage
sides, plus 0.50 calibre machine guns
fired Dy crew members ihfough ihe
cabin side windows.

WHAT'S IN THE BOX?

| couldn't walt 1o get the box lid open
and WOW! | wasn't disappointed.
Stunning art and design work has been
used here, the presentation of the large
fusclage is flawless, something akin 1o
what you would expect from Tamiya, and
the rest of the kit is nicely concealed,
begging the modeller 1o spill the con-
tents onto the floor to investigate, It con-
taing some impressive detailing and you

B Tl

just know that this will come through in
the completed model. The photo-etched
parts consist of the engine intake grills

and seat harmesses and there are metal
undercarriage legs and rubber tyres for
the finishing touches.

ASSEMBLY BEGINS

Construction began with ‘the office’

and no problems were encountered
hare, the control columns, pedal bars,
centre console and instrument panel
were all glued in position on the cockpit
floor ready for painting. The instrument
fascia comes as clear plastic, which has
to be painted black, but the dial fronts
need to be protected, so | used Humbrol
Maskol applied with a cocktail stick

10 each dial face. The instrument dial
faces themselves are printed on a clear

20 Model Airplane International - October 2006

acetate film, which sits behind the clear
fascia and the back of this needs to be
painted white for the printed detail to
really show through. The seat inserts
are a nice touch, as these can be
painted separately and added at a larer
staga. The moulded seat harnesses
have raised stitching detail so to high-
light this | first painted them black fol-
lowed by a coat of Johnson Klear and
then the final colour. When completely
dry a fine cotton bud dipped in artists’
turpentine was rubbed over the detail
removing the top layer of paint, and
‘voila’, black stitching! This method was
also used throughout the cockpit for all
the console switches etc.

The complete cockpit assombly was
primed in Alclad Il grey primer followed
by Xtracolor base coat gull grey. This
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base coat fin-

ish was superb,

80 It was left as
the final colour. All
that remained 1o be
done was the cock-
pit weathering,
which was done
using Winsor &
Newton artist’s (Alkyd)
oil colours, with Burnt
Sienna, Raw Umber and Ivory Black
applied in thin washes.

‘HOSING DOWN'

Let’s face i1, any vehicle or aircraft in
Vietnam had some form of defensive
armament, so why have Trumpeter
omitted any form of door-mounted
machine guns? Is there goingto be a
‘Go-Go bird' released ar a later date?
Without any form of machine guns
for "hesing down the jungle’ when the
helicopter was unloading, it would

be wide open to small-arms fire, so

| decided 1o go to the spares box

and scratchbuild some gun mounts,
Using plastic sheet and round and
square rod from Plastruct the job was
complete in less than two hours. Guns
also came from the spares box, as did
the 0.5in calibre flexible machine-gun,
which came from an old broken-up
Tamiya PBR patrol boat.

TAIL END

Joining the tail section to the main
fuselage can be a time consuming
task 10 ensure a nice finish. Trumpeter
have thought about this, though, and
at least the join is on a pane! line. You
must lightly sand the face on the main

fuselage join, and the tail section that
tucks into the main body, otherwise
the lip of the tail section comes up
against the stop in the main body, and
you cannot close the join to make a
nice tight panel line. If you spend the
time sanding, you will be left with a
lovely join that requires no filling. It

AF MU ML LMW
SPEC: Trumpeter 1:35 CH-4TA Chinook
KIT HO: 05104

AVAILABLE FROM: Pocketband Ltd (UK
Distribiition) and Trumpefer stockists

worldwide PRICE GUIDE: £69.99

rotors take up a huge amount of space!

was at this stage of construction that
the decision was made to attach

the side fuel pods, as being able 1o
apply firm pressure 1o the fuselage
sides from behind would help in
achieving a better join, and luck-

ily it worked with no further filling
required.

Ona aspact of a Chinook in this scale is the overall ‘footprint’, as the

“The presentation of the
large fuselage is flaw-
less, something akin o
what you would expect
from Tamiya, and the
rest of the kit is nicely
concealed, begging the
modeller to spill the con-
tenis onto the floor to
investigate”
The Chinook nesds to look ‘busy’ and being 1:35

you hawe the option of all types of potential loads
for the cavernous cargo bay

ENGINE PODS

The first thing your eyes are drawn 1o
are the large air intake grills, which look
great when finished, but to the modeller
these initially look a daunting prospect.
By accident | found a way to bend the
photo-etch intake grills 1o the correct
profile of the intake framewark without
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contours of the intake framework, 50 to bend them the exhaust nozzles wore used as formers

- the need to buy expensive rolling equip-
ment. In this case if you have rolling gear
for photo-etch all well and good, however
for those who don't, if you glue together
HIG and HI7 (turbine exhaust nozzle) and
leave 1o harden overnight, the following
day it can be used as a former to give you
a near perfect profile on which to bend the
photo-etch, The remainder of the engine
pod construction is straightforward. The
engine intake framework is nof the best

fit when attached to the engine pod, how-
ever, and a little filler is required around it
in order to close the gap.

OFFICE CANOPY

The canopy is an impressive one-piece
moulding, but there is a large moulding
tab in the centre of the canopy on the
top frame. This has to be removed for
the canopy to fit correctly. It's really
thick and for some this will be the scari-

mmﬂmﬂmﬂmhtuﬂlunmh-ﬂuupm
nmi--ﬂuh-mmnmmmmbmummuw
panel has had Maskal added to the dial faces prior to spraying

nﬁmﬁwmum:u—-mhmdh rotar is a whopping 520mm

est part of the build, because if you are
heavy-handed, one false move could
wreck the entire canopy. Patience

is the name of the game here and 10
remove the injection tab | used a fine-
toothed razor saw. Be careful and work
slowly; supporting the centre wind-
shield with the thumb and forefinger
helps reduce vibration and prevents
cracking. Once removed the remainder
of what's left can casily be sanded

away. The canopy can then be masked
up ready for attaching to the fuselage
and spraying.

JOINING THE FUSELAGE

When the cockpit and cargo bay are in
place the fuselage halves can be joined.
This is a big task, and due to the size of
the modal there were bound to be areas
that would require filling and sanding.
There were, but Trumpeter has come
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STEP BY STEP GUIDE - ASSEMBLY
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liay, the insulated cabling was made by cutting thin strips of Tamiya masking tape and wrapping it around copper wire

Light washes af burnt sienna, raw umber and ivory black diluted with artists’ turpentine was used throughout the cockpit 1o woather and highlight detail. Calibre 35 footprints (soft rubber ‘stamps’) made the muddy

tootprints in the cargo bay.
[ 2

- =
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The very squat stance of the Chinook is
very evident from head-on. The gualities of
this new Trumpoter kit mean that it has a
huge potential for both detailing and budid-
ing it into a diorama environment

“The instrument fascia comes as clear plastic, which has to be painted black, but the dial fronts need to be
protected, so I used Humbrol Maskol applied with a cocktail stick to each dial face”

= up trumps (excuse the pun) again! After
the fuselage was joined there was a huge
gap left along the top of the airframe but
this is covered by part B2 so you don't
have to worry too much about filling it
Underneath the fuselage there is a small
amount of filling and sanding to be done
along the fuselage join, but that is it, easy!

PAINT TIME

Time te paint the model. Applying Alclad
grey primer to the whole outside of the
airframe gives a good indication of the
finish and if there is extra filling required
it would show up at this stage. Once
again, after problems were dealt with
the whole model was given a fine sand-
ing with BOD grit wet 'n’ dry, and then it
was ready for colour.

SLAP DN THE GREEN

What colour green to use? The list

is endless, and | will probably upset
some, by saying does it really matter
that much?! Looking at the photos

on the 228th ASHB website there are
so many ditferent shades of green
depicted, which one do you pick? The
very nature of the climate in Vietnam
bleached green quickly, so if you are
depicting an aircraft that has been ‘in
situ’ for a short time wind, rain, dust
and moisture will all have taken their
toll. | decided to mix my own greens
using different coats to build up the
colour. The first coat was sprayed on
using Humbrol mart green (116) mixed
with black (33) in a ratio of 10:1. The
second coat was Xtracolor X153 mixed

L — "
£ e = -,

with mare Humberol 116 in a 21 ratio
The third coat was Xtracolor XII6
haavily thinned and mixing with XI13
and X40I 1o give that ‘bleached’ look
to the upper surfaces

DECAL TIME

A gloss coat of acrylic varnish was
applied before the decals went on,

as gerting a smooth and highly gloss
surface is important to ensure there
is no silvering of the decals, and when
weathering with oil colour the acrylic
varnish gives a protective layer 1o
pravent the colours underneath from
lifting. Although the kit decals are a bir
thick, there are only a limited number
and they went on quite easily over the
glossy surface

FINAL VERDICT

On the p

ean tha

Was it worth the money?
B Definitely. Brin

1 the n

FINAL WASH

The next task was an extensive
attack of washes, using a variety
of media. The wash was based
around Winsor & Newton oil
colour for artists: Burnt Sienna,
Raw Umber and Ivory Black used
in thick and thin washes mixed
with Daler-Rowney Turpentine
This is not as harsh as white
spirit and will not remove under-
laying paint. Also worth a mention
is the use of weathering pigments
They give an excellent ‘dusty’
effect to the finished model,

so CMK Stardust powders were
used to good effect in varying
shades 1o complete the
weathering. =

vhere | believe cr

k around
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SKILL LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

PHOTO FEATURE - CH-47

All phatas © George Papadimitriou
This selection of images depicts Chinooks of the Dutch & Greek Air Forces

A

Port side view of a CH-47 operated by the Greek Air Force One of the many ground access panels
on the type, this one being above the
front oleo unit on the starboard side

Close-up of the nose area with the crew access door folded down Overall shot of the 1ail area with the access panels open on it and the engine

The large hinged access panel and working platform on the starboard side of the Useful image of the later-series engine fitted to the CH-47D, which was also retro-
frant rotor column fitted to the A-series
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SKILL LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

BRISTOLS BEAU

Overshadowed by the Beaufighter, the Beaufort still holds a very important part in aviation history
and thanks to Special Hobby you can at last now build one in I:72. But how easy is it to build...?

O MODEL INFD

SPEC: Special Hobby 1:72 Bristel
Malta Area’ KIT NO.: SHT2083
MATERIALS: IM, PE. R AVAILABILITY:
Hobby stockists worldwide

PRICE GUIDE: £13 85
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t was with some excitement

that | received this model as the
Beaufort has always caught my
eye on trips to the RAF Museum
at Hendon, | have never actually made
the High Planes varsion, but | think it
is fair 10 say that on opening the boxes
of both kits it is the Special Hobby
components that are the most pleasing
to the eye. Great resin detail, crisp
panel lines, choice of engines and a
lovely lirtle photo-etched fret all make
for a tidy presentation. The clear parts
ton are nicely moulded, the instruction
booklet clear and the decal options and
paint schemes varied and interesting.

| have to say, however, that if you are
going 1o provide a photo-etched fret
then you might ar least provide the
necessary trim tab actuators while
you're at it, and as for the clear parts

- what was the problem in going ahead
with elear wing tips and landing light
cover? Still, moans aside, everything
that you would want in a limited-run
kit is here and the only cleaning up to
do after initial inspection was on the
undercarriage.

50 HOW DOES THIS KIT BUILD?

In short, the actual build is trouble-free
with the exception of the two-piece
canopy & nose clear part, which

gave me a real headache. The detail,
although nicely presented, is however
another matter and | will try 1o pick up
on this as | go along. Before building
commences a choice has to be made
as 1o what surgery to perform, and

although not vital at this stage you may
also want to come to a decision on what
decal option or aircraft type you wish
to model? | say that because the single
worst item in the whole kit is the DF
loop fairing seen on late Ml lAs and ML
llAs. The prablem is that the kit part is
too small and is in solid plastic whereas
in reality they were much larger and

in clear Perspex, thus showing the DF
loop inside (forget the painted one on
the Hendon exampile). The only thing |
could think of was casting a better DF
loop like that in the Airfix Stirling kit in
clear resin, painting a band around it to
represent the loop, drilling up through
the mount and filling the hole with
black paint to represent the DF loop
pole and then coating the fairing with

a few layers of Humbrol Clear Cote.

| was not however convinced | could
make this work well enough so | opted
from the autset to model an earlier ver-
sion of the Beaufort. This meant not
being able 1o model any of the three
decal options given in the kit, but as
these were slightly out of register and
had questionably bright blue and red
national markings | was not 100 upset
by not being able to use them. | actu-
ally already had the Kits at War (#K7/7
‘War ar Night') decal sheat that includes
two early Beaufort options: AD«| of
No.22 Sgn in RAF Dark Green and Dark
Earth owver = they say silver = but |

think Sky given the date of 1940, and
GX+S of No.415 Sgn in the later Coastal
Command livery of Extra Dark Sea Grey
and Dark Slate Grey over Special Might.

As for the surgery, some of it is
optional and some of it is not. You may
not wish to model your Beaufort with
a torpedo slung underneath, so you
will have much less work to do than

ntherwioe ae it is than 5 simais faes ad
oIETWIEC BE N EnEn S amEs Late 0

rescribing the bomb-bay door hinges in
their correct locations after filling the
original ones. Whatever you do there
i5 one thing that makes a model and
that is its clear parts, so | would really
recommend that you give this area of
modelling the utmost attention. Special
Hobby has tooled its kit 1o show four
carbon-copy portholes, two on each
side of the fuselage, but this is incor-
rect. The first porthole on the left and
right are much smaller than that in the
crew entry door and also set a little
lower (canopy sill line actually). As

the apertures for the kit's clear parts
are higher up, in line with the rear

port holes, you will have 1o fill these

in first before proceeding to drill out

a smaller hole lower down. As for the
rear portholes, the left side is perfect
whilst the right side is not a porthaole
at all but a small oblong firing position,
which | have only ever seen shut, in
one photo. The kit porthole can easily
either be reworked 1o represent this

or the clear part added and a closed
hatch rescribed over it. Note that the
kit instructions and panel lines on the
actual kit would have you believe that
the hatch was the same size as that on
the left, but this is simply not the case.
Still with the left side of the fuselage.
you may want to represent either one >
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STEP BY STEP GUIDE - INTERIOR
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Maodifications (see text) made to the starboard fusclage half The modifications made to the port fuselage Cut made to top of ruddoer to mako it look mara reafistic

Close-up view of the detail in the cockpit area of the port fuselage halt Thie starboard side cockpit area betore painting
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P S,

Tho wing tip lights were replaced with clear plastic and will later be
palished to restoro their clarity

Wing tip and tanding lights cut out of the wing panel

Tha scratchbuilt bomb bay

Exhaust pipes 1o connect ta the collector ring were made from brass wire

The ‘trench’ made in the lower wing panel within the confines of the
wheel well

Ovderall view of the starboard fuselage side once painted

- or bath of the camera port holes, and

if not modelling a machine with a clear
Perspex rear firing gondola then you
will also need a small oblong bombsight
window in the nose area,

As | wanted 1o model the bomb bay
the central section was cut away from
each fuselage side along with the crew
entry hatch from the left side - just for
fun! Staying with the fuselage a little
longer, note that on the real aircraft
daylight can be seen when looking at
the forward slanting part of the rudder;
this can be achieved quite simply by
sawing down with a razor saw. If you
maodel the Mk lIA you will have 1o work
out what to do about the rear turret
detail as the kit represents the fuselage
skin lower down as per earlier aircraft

The end result is quite effective

(luckily for me!). Going back to the
clear parts, the other areas of surgery
are therefore the wings, as both the
wing tip navigation lights and the left
wing landing lights are represented by
solid plastic. These are easy enough to
cut away but you do need to give some
thought as to what materials to use
when replacing them? Perspex chunks
fram items like clear toothbrushes are
ideal for the wing tips whereas very thin
acetate superglues well to the borders
of the landing light aperture. Dther sur-
gery on the wings includes the removal
of a section of the lower surface in
order to scratchbuild a trench for the
main-gear wheel. You will hardly ever
look into the gear bay after the kit is
completed, but it is nice to model kits 10w
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COLOUR PROFILES

Bristol Beautort Mk |, L4458/0A-1, No,22 Squadron,

late 1939, Dark Earth/Dark Green/Sky finish with code
Ietters in Medium Sea Grey: serials and spinnefs in
Might. A type roundets on fuselage sides and below

| -

B - ..,‘.m_,

Mﬂdlﬂuhﬂhl.ﬂll??.l‘iﬁ‘ S, No.42 Squadron,

194). Dark Earth/Dark Green/Aluminium finish with
codes in Medium Sea Groy; serials, spinnors and 'S on
nose in Night. ‘B’ type roundels abave wings

Bristol Beaufort Mk |, EX979/35, No.| Middle East
Check and Conversion Unit. March |944. Dark
Earth/Mid-Stone/Azure Blue with code in white;
seials in Might. 8" type roundels above wings

Bristal Beaufort Mi II(A), DDB9E/G. No.39
Squadron, Luga (Maita), winter (842, Exira Dark
Sea Grey/Dark State Grey/Azure Blue finish with
code ‘G’ in white; sarials in Night

Bristol Beautort Mi VIIl, AS-329/KT-0, No.T
Squadron, RAAF. Folaige Green/Earth Brown/Sky
Blue finish with codes in white: serials in Meutral
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“In short the actual build is trouble free with the exception of the two-piece canopy & nose clear part,
which gave me a real headache”

~- |ook as though they could actually work.
Drilling out a muzzie aperture and shell
ejector chute in either the left or both
wings (depending on variant) is also
advisable. The right wing needs a hole
drilled just in from the large oil cooler
duct, and this smaller duct actually has
a slightly pronounced fairing but | never
spotted this until the model was finished.

INTERIOR DETAIL

Apart from the pilot's seat, which is
wrong, and the navigator's table, which
has been tooled incorrectly with a curve
in it, the detail given is fine but simply
too limited. The aircraft’s glazing is
extensive and the kit's clear parts are
clear enough to see nearly every detail,
so it really helps if you can add much
maore than what is provided. Interior
photos in the Warpaint volume are
limited so you might like to visit www.
beaufortrestoration.com as well as use

the photos in the Pilots Notes. This is
sadly not commercially available but
the library at RAF Hendon was able
to provide me with photocopies of the
relevant pages. Some of the scratch-
building | did was due 1o my decision
to open up the bomb bay as well as the
crew entry hatch, work therefore that is
otherwise unnecessary. Even with the
references | had | still could not make
out some of the details in the naviga-
tor's station, especially those details on
the right side. | am glad of every detail |
did put in, as | would have 1o say a good
90% of it is visible

Before the fuselage halves come
together you need to work out what
you want to do about the rear turret. It
is designed 1o sandwich between the
tuselage halves before they are closed,
but | much preferred o be able to put
It in place afterwards. This meant some
grinding away to make what | wanted

possible. Note that on this type's fuse-
lage the spine did not meet the turret
with a sharp apex but has a small slope
downward at this point, and filing off
the sharp point proved to make things
evien easier for me at the end of the
build when it came to fitting the turret

EXTERIOR DETAIL

With the fuselage halves together it

is much easier 10 work out how to
model the bomb bay bulkheads using
a contour gauge. Note that the front
bulkhead cuts across the concave bay
ahead of it. The same may also be rue
of the rear bulkhead? The rear bay
might well also be concave as the kit
part suggests but | did mine flar by
mistake rather than judgement. Nate
alsa how the doors of the front and rear
bays hinge inwards. The doors of the
middle section are in two parts each
side and the inner doors do not meet

centrally on the centreline of the 1or-
pedo tube, as this would make the right
side inner door too wide, causing prob-
lems when folding back in on the outer
door. Clearance for the retraction scis-
sor arms is provided by the inner doors
having cut-outs in each end, the doors
only being as long as the outer doors
where they are hinged 1ogether. From
a modelling point of view it is probably
best 10 use pewter sheet and mould
it over the kit doors before surgery in
order to get the correct curve

With the fuselage halves together
any final details in the navigator's sta-
tion, like the scratchbuilt bombsight
and desk lamp, can be added before the
canopy goes on.

CANOPY

The kit's canopy comes in fwo paris, a
one-piece canopy & nose glazing and

a small right-hand side part for the two .
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irregular shaped windows. | was already
aware of the problem in the canopy
being a little too wide from the dry-fir-
ting | undertook before construction,
but | did not want to increase the width
of the fuselage as this would throw out
the fit of the front window, which was &
poor fit as it was! | therefore hoped that
with just a small increase in width in the
top deck aft of the canopy, a mixture

of plastic cement and superglue plus
some pressure on the nose area (due to
this wanting to splay outwards on the
right hand side) | might just get away
with manipulating the main canopy part
to fit. It worked - but not before | got a
couple of large glue stains on the main
cockpit area and caused the inside to
be coved with a thousand tiny stress
fractures resulting from the pressure |
had applied. | have never before ruined
both the inside and outside of a canopy
in one go! As for the smaller side clear
part it was a good millimetre short in
both height and length and | was sure |
hadn't done anything bizarrely wrong?

Sheet plastic and filler blended in the
mess | was making and then it was a
case of having to sand down the canopy
frame detail 1o get to my glue stains. |
had tried my best to block all the aper-
tures prior to all this work but this was
not done well enough and sadly lots

of foreign bodies got inside the glazed
area during this most difficult stage of
the entire build,

ENGINES

As mentioned the Special Hobby kit
comes with a choice of either Bristol
Taurus Il engines or the slower but
more reliable Pratt and Whitney Twin
Wasp engines. Both are well cast resin
items, although my Taurus engines
were sadly deformed (detail-wise) by
probably being from the end of the
maould's life, With just a little work the
casting block of each engine fits snugly
into the aperture of the gear bay. The
fit of the engine cowling is superb as
it slides over the resin detail so snugly
that hardly any superglue is needed!

The kit does not have the prominent landing lights i the
leading edge of the part wing. so these wers scratchbuilt
(se0 accompany text)

36 Maodel Airplane International - Ociober 2006

As the cowl flaps have no occupa-

tion in holding the cowling in place
these can be thinned out with a habby
drill 1o look even better from the rear.
Sadly the front of the engine cowling

is s0 open that it is more like a Do I7
than a Beaufort Mk IA! This is due, it
would seem, 1o under-representing the
armoured exhaust ring. Now it just sa
happens that if you ever bought one

of the excellent Hasegawa Beaufighter
kits you will be aware that all the kits
came with a choice of exhaust rings as
separate items. | was glad | had kept
my spares as they had only a mar-
ginal increase in circumference, which
sanded back, nicely once cemented 1o
the surgically altered kit cowlings. Even
with the much narrower opening given
by the Hasegawa replacement exhaust
ring you can sfill clearly see the exhaust
system, 5o | set about represent at least
the front bank of exhaust pipes using
copper wire. One of the grear benefits
of using the Hasegawa part was that

it had a moulded ledge just inside the

armoured ring, which | was able to

use 1o hide somewhat the ends of the
exhaust pipes. The only other improve-
ment over the kit cowlings involves the
use of thin strips of Tamiya masking
tape to mimic the thin plates that cover
over the cowl flap joins on the real
aircraft

PAINTING & DECALING

Once a few more scratchbuilt items:

had been located, like an early style
retractable direction finding aerial on
the fuselage spine and a number of
small pylon style ducts aft of the engine
cowls, it was time 1o mask off and
spray. Halfords primer was used as an
undercoat but | have since started 1o
use the Gunze Sanyo Mr Surfacer 1200
that is by far the better product. The
aircraft’s three colours were a bitof a
mixed bag as | just wanted to use what |
had available at the time, so the Special
Night came from the Xtracrylic range,
the Dark Slate Grey from the Polly Scale
range and the Extra Dark Sea Grey from
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“lf you model the Mk IIA you will have to work out what to do about the rear turret detail as the kit
represents the fuselage skin lower down as per earlier aircraft”

the Xrracolor range. It was a real joy to
use Xtracolour again after a long time
of messing around constantly clean-
ing acrylic-hardened airbrush needles;

| really do not see the attraction any
mare in acrylic paints — what's the rush
anyway? The Xtracolour enamel was

thinned with 40% Rustins Cellulose thin-

ners and was a beautifully smooth and
shiny rock solid surface by the next day!
The Polly Scale Dark Slate Grey required
a gloss coat, which came from the same
stable, and thus my mixed paint-range
model was ready for decaling.

As it transpired, the paint was not
the only material that turned out to
be from various sources as the Kits ar
War national insignia were unusable,
the blue being almost black and the fin
flash and upper wing roundels being
too small. These last two items ended
up coming from a Tally Ho! Wellington
sheet whereas the replacement fuse-
lage roundel came from a very old
Superscale Hurricane sheet. This left
me only using the Kits at War codes

and serial number, which although
placed on a glossy surface with a fair
amount of Microscale Set and Sol, just
did not want 10 settle down, and sadly
resulted in much silvering

WEATHERING

Before any camouflage paint had been
appliad a coat of Alclad Duralumin had
been sprayed over the upper surfaces.
Humbrol masking fluid (Maskol) was
then added here and there with an old
spiky brush. Although applied in small
amounts due to the scale, the major-

ity of the deposits could be discerned
under the surface of the camouflage lar-
ter on. A round-headed blade was then
taken to the surface of the model and
the upper paint layers lifted to reveal
the paint chipping effect. Panel lines
are normally accentuated whilst the
aireraft is in a glossy state lo ease the
flow of the thinned oil, but sometimes |
like 1o do this when the model is matt as
this enables the oil to produce realistic
stains, if done in moderation. It was

whilst doing this that, to my horror, |
realised that Special Hobby have tooled
the upper wing o give the impression
that the outer landing flap deploys
completely when in fact only the lower
skin moves. | had made matters even
worse by running thinned oil paint into
this ‘hinge' detail. The only thing | could
think of doing was to mask off the area
as neatly as possible and apply Milliput
This then had its excess removed using
a wet round-headed blade. The Tamiya
masking tape was removed and the
slight lip in the Milliput caused by the
Tamiya tape eliminated with a wet finger
as cleanly as possible. The depth of

the trench and the use of water and my
finger naturally resulted in the Milliput
shrinking a lirtle, but after respraying
the remedy was good enough as a slight
trace of a panel was left anyway.

FINAL DETAILS

After the replacement canopy frame
detail was added using decal strip
sprayed Interior Green followed by the

upper camoufiage colours, the final
details of the model were added. On

the wings these included some exhaust
ring braces from small lengths of wire

| placed mine according to what | could
see in the majority of photos, but the
photos did show variations. Remember
also to set the cowlings differently as
the right cowling has the exhaust outlet
on a line with the gear bay door hinge
whilst the left exhaus! is mid-way up
the gear bay. This is shown to effect

on the front page of the instructions
although not mentioned elsewhere

in them. Brake pipes, gear door bull
bars and drilled-out axles add a great
deal to the undercarriage areas, whilst
much of the retraction detail either
needs replacing due to being a little
overscale, or because you have decided
beforehand to scratchbuild that trench
for the main gear. The kit would have
you locate the retraction struts (parts
E9 x4) at such an angle as 1o have
them meat the ends of the main sup-
port braces (parts EI3 x4) which is -»
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STEP BY STEP GUIDE - PAINTING & FINISHING

P

Once painted the decals begin to be applied Paint chipping (see text] on the wing roat

|

The remedy 1o the hinge line Details and hoses added 1o the undercarriage legs from wire

2

Al the retraction arms and linkage were added to each whae! well The gun ring added in the upper. aft fuselage

N

The torpedo was built and
detailed to look more effective

38 Model Airplane International - Oclober 2006
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“The aircraft’s glazing is extensive and the kit’s clear paris are clear enough to see nearly every detail,
so it really helps if you can add much more than what is provided”

Incorrect as the retraction arms end
much further forward and inside of
the suppoarts rather than in line with
them. As the kil retraction arms are so
thick there is simply not enough room
ta relocate them fo the inside, so it is
best 1o use much thinner scratchbuilt
versions. Likewise the central hydrau
lic arm is raked so far back by the lack
of a trench that it too is ar the wrong
angle. A note on Beaufort main gear
wheels: | really had wanted to use the
True Details wheels but they looked so
terribly undersized both in height and
especially width that | was reluctant to
use them, even though the hub detail
was vastly superior to that represented
in this kit. A1 a glance the High Planes
kit wheels looked better. For the record
the aircraft's wheel should be approx
3ft 4in high, Ift 2in wide and have a
hub that is 16in across. How does this

ied out with
the engines and wheel wells lift
the overall model considerably

compare with the True Details wheals
and the kit's wheels? Well, they are 3ft
2in high, llin wide, with a 18in hub. The
kit parts are 3ft Bin high, Ift 2in wide
and with a whopping 2lin hub! Anyway
now yau know, but it is hard to do any-
thing about it. Before leaving the wings
the final extra details included small
scratchbuilt trim tab actuators on the
lower surfaces of the ailerons,

A number of details still needed
added to the main body of the aireraft
As mentioned earlier | wanted to locate
the rear turret at a much later date
than the instructions suggested, but
what about the turret ring and seat? It
was not possible to fit them glued 1o
the clear part so the ring was located
first. Not shown in the phoios is the
simple pole | used 1o represent the
mount for the Lewis gun, which like-
wise could not be added latter. The

rasin Lewis gun is very well detailed
but extremely delicate. The torpedo
was a hit of a headache 10 make as you
are required 1o saw into the rear end

of the cemented torpedo a perfect '+
shape for the photo-etched fin and pro-
peller derail 1o slide into, Once compler-
ed it was sprayed Special Night at the
trant and Alclad |l Steel at the rear. Two
areas need further attention, however:
an arming propeller if modelling a “live’
weapon is neaded ar the front, and a
replacement cross-wise board is needed
at the rear. The photo-etched item was
100 short in its width across the belly of
the aircraft so the right-hand side down-
ward board hit the belly of the aircraft
thus making the torpedo sit in the wrong
position. Some braces for the downward
tacing boards are a helpful extra as is
the inclusion of the two cables lassoed
around the centre of the torpedo whilst

FINAL VERDICT

hung on its cradie. By the way | am not
sure what colour the boards at the back
should be. | have only one colour photo
where it would appear they are sither
light grey or metal, so as | thought
these items were made of wood | opted
for the grey paint. Although seen in the
decal/paint instructions, no mention is
given as to the three downward recog-
nition lights that need painting (from
the front they are red, green and finally
amber). The rudder also needs its
actuators scratchbuili, the elevator trim
tab actuators likewise; engraved detail
shows where to place these. Of the
three kit-supplied aerial masts needed
for an early variant only the one aft

of the crew entry hatch was replaced,
as it was overly thick; thankfully | had
a spare photo-etch item from an ald
Eduard Beaufighter sat, which was just
the ticket. ®

central frame

o thick but | left it to help keep the

lent Bri
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FIAT CR.32

ROSATELLFS ~

ROCKET

Certainly the best-known biplane from the famous Fiat line of aircraft designed by
Celestino Rosatelli (CR.! of 1923 to CR.42 of 1938), the CR.32 could be found in large
numbers within units of the Regia Aeronautica at the time of the Spanish Civil War

{fin2e_1020)

{(1936-1939). It had alsc garnere
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BUILT & WRITTEN BY
RICHARD J CARUANA

the national aerobatic team, and established a series of world records.

osatelli was a cautious and
brilliant designer who built
his series of fighters by
refining each one, a stage at
a time, from the basic CR.10 powered by
a 400hp Fiat A.20 engine, to the CR.20
and CR.20 Asso (the latter firted with
the 450hp Isota Fraschini Asso) and
the beautiful CR.30 of 1832 powered
by a 600hp Fiat A.30. Fast and
manoeuverable for its time, the CR.30
won the Dal Molin Cup at an early stage
of its career but was built only in small
numbers for service with the Regia
Aeronautica due to work on the CR.32
being already at an advanced stage.
One can, therefore, consider the CR.32
to be no more than a radical refinemenmt
of the CR.30, fitted with a new version
of the Fiar A.30 (R.A.), a water-
cooled 12-cylinder upright V in-line
engina designed by Ing. Zerbi through
experience gained whilst working on
the Schneider Trophy powerplanis,
Rosatelli reduced the wing by nearly
5 m2, thus improving manceuvrability.
This move, however, reduced the
fighter's range as fuel tankage in the
upper wing had 1o be decreased.
Francesco Brack-Papa took the
prototype, MM.201, up for its first flight
from Fiat's Aeritalia airfield in Turin on
28th April 1933. Official military evalua-
tion of the prototype was soon followed
by conspicuous production orders
from the Regia Aeronautica, with the
first batch of 50 machines (MM.2589-
2638) being delivered between March
and August of the following year. These
were followed by 124 examples in 1935,
223 in 19386, 318 in 1837, 287 in 1938
and a final delivery of 50 machines
in 1939, bringing total production fo
1,052. These consisted of 282 prima
serie (first series), 283 bis. 150 rer
and 337 quarter versions. Armament
of the CR.32 consisted of a pair of
12.7mm machine guns above the nose,
synchronised to fire through the arc of
the metal, twin-blade propeller. The bis
version, however, could be identified

through the additional installation of a
pair of 77mm guns in the lower wings
this extra weight negatively affected
the fighter's performance, and such an
arrangement was discontinued on later
versions.

As from March 1935, a number of
CR.32s were awaiting delivery fo the
Regia Aeronautica. These were soon
re-equipping a number of frontline
units, including 4° Stormo at Gorizia, I°
Stormo at Campoformido and 3° Stormo
at Bresso. By May of the following year
the type could be found equipping 2°
Stormo, 53° Stormo at Mirfiori and 52°
Stormo at Ghedi. Conversion to the
CR.32 proved uneventful, and units
soon seftied down to their routine on
the new mounts. But not for long..

IN SPAMISH SKIES

T by sea at the Moroccan port of
Melilla in mid-August 1836 and were
transferred 1o Tablada after the
aircraft had been reassembled and
flight-tested at Nador airfield. These
aircraft formed the nucleus of the
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Aviazione Legionaria that was 10
provide an essential contribution 1o
General Franco's eventual victory.

By the 2ist of that same month, the
CR.32s were already operational, scor-
ing their first victory with the shooting
down of a Nieuport 25 over Cordoba
The arrival of more CR.32s enabled

the fighter element of the Aviazione
Legionaria to be organised into the

3° Stormo Caccia, which consisted of
the VI Gruppo ‘Gamba di Ferro’ (31,

32 & 33 Squadriglie), the XVI Gruppo
‘Cucaracha’ (24, 25 & 26 Squadriglie)
and the XXl Gruppo ‘Asso di Bastoni’
(18, 19 & 20 Squadrighe). A further

two autonomous units were formed

on the CR.32, namely the Squadrighia
Auronoma Mitragliamento ‘Frecce’ and
X Gruppo Autonomo Caccia ‘Baleari’
(101 & 102 Squadrigiie). A total of 405
CR.32s found their way to Spain, nearly
half of the total production, of which 73
were lost in action. Very soon the CR.32
pilots were encountering new Soviet
types that were not as easy to intercept
and shoot down as the earlier, older

‘Crazy flying, characteristic of Malian pilots fying Fiat fighters, emu-
lating their ‘Warren Truss' interplane struts, performed during many
a public display. CR.32 pilots of XVI® Gruppe ‘Cucaracha’ show off in
fromt of the camera, this time in Spanish skies as part of the Aviazions
Legionaria {7 R.J. Caruana Archives)

aircraft types flown by the Republicans.
They suffered quite a setback with the
appearance of the Tupolev SB 2. and
the even more formidable I-16 Rata
appeared during October-November
1936. On 2nd November Ten. Adriano
Mantelli, popularly known as ‘Arrighi’,
dispelled the myth surrounding the new
Soviet types by shooting down an SB 2
over Talavera de la Reina; he had been
observing the route these bombers
were using, waited for their passage
and dived from a high position. The
rudder from the downed bomber was
sent 1o Amadeo, Duke of Savoia (later
Italian Governor-General of Italian East
Africa), with the inscription ‘La Caccia
MNon Serve’ ('There is no need for
fighter aircraft’), a comment aimed ar
a high-ranking group of officials advo-
cating the strategic importance of the
bomber and its invincibility in modern
warfare. Notwithstanding the CR.32's
deficiencies in speed and armament,
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Italian pilots discovered the advantages
of their higher experience and excellent
training. Many names parned legendary
status: Garcia Morato (35 victories)
and Adriano Mantella, leading Aviazione
Legionaria ace with 24 victories. At the
end of February 1939, the air battles

in Spain came to an end, the opposing
force having fielded 550 I-15s, 275 |-
165, 210 SB 2s and a mixed bag of some
500 other aircraft. By that time, how-
ever, similar to the ltalian contingent,
these consisted of outdated equipment
compared to the 400 German aircraft
in use by the Condor Legion, which had
availed irself of the situation to perform
a full dress rehearsal for the conflict
that was to follow,

Df special interest is the reintroduc-
tion, on an experimental basis, of cam-
oufiage on italian aircraft. CR.32s at
Caceres were the first to don a coat of
paint over their shiny silver finish that
had proved too easy 1o spot. A provi-
dential gale covered the parked aircraft
with a coat of reddish sand, making
them practically invisible from the air;
the htalians soon followed nature's
example, as aircraft soon emerged
sporting a camouflage finish,

THRILLING THE CROWDS

The first official ltalian aerobatic dis-
play was organised by I° Srormo on 12th
July 1928, at Rome's Littorio airport

To celebrate the arrival of the Bellanca

An garly production CR.32 finished in a three-tane camoufisge schoma dovised by Fiat using fhe
‘Mimeotico’ sertes of colours (©A.J. Caruana Archivos)

Pathfinder of transatlantic aviators
Roger Williams and Lewis Jancey, two
three-ship formations and a reserve
aircrafr put up a spirited dlSpI.‘ly using
brand new Fiat CR.20 fighters on loan
from 7° Storma. 1° Stormo performed
again at Milan in June 1930, then, on
l4th September it took its new Fiat
CR.20bis fighters on an epic tour of
the Balkans, with superlative perform-
ances at Bucharest, Belgrade, Sofia,
Istanbul, Athens, and Tirana, Albania
This initiated a golden age in Italian
aerobatics, using Fiat fighters, that
was fo last up until the beginning of
the Second World War. On 20th Juna
1937, the 4° and 6° Stormo performed
at Budapest and then, on 24-25th July,
took part in the Air Meeting at Zurich,
where the ltalian team placed second
(by half a point') amid thirteen compet-
ing national teams. On 2ist August the
units embarked twenty-one CR.32s

on the merchant ship Gloriastella and
sailed for Peru, the first leg of a tour
of South America. Capitano Molinari
led the Mirafiori group (formed from
pilots of 53° and 3° Stormo), while
Capitano Vida led the Campoformido
group (formed from 1? Stermo). On
28th October, they performed ar Los
Cerillos Airport in Santiago, Chile. Ten
aircraft then made a formation crossing
of the Andes into Argentina, where the
unit performed at Buenos Aires on lth
Movember. Two days later the CR.32s

Second generation CR.32, the ‘bis’ version distinguishable by the 7 7mm wing guns installed in the lawer
wings. A pair of 12.7mm guns can be soen fitted on top of the forward tusolage

(" R.J. Caruana Arcidvos)

Experimentation with camouflage and markings, initiated during the Spantsh Civil War, led 1o the stardi-
sation of & three-tone mattled scheme as worn by this CR.32. This type of camoufiage remained in use
until replaced with a uniform top finish in dark green during the later stages of the Second World War

{7 R.J. Caruana Archives)

went to Montevideo and then by ship
to Rio de Janeiro, On 10th January
1938, they performed their final South
American display at Campo di Marte,
San Paolo di Brazil

DBSOLESCENCE

The relative success gained by the
CR.32 in Spain led high-ranking
officials within the Regia Aeronautica to
rest on their laurels, negatively slowing
down aviation development in Iraly with
the delay of the moneplane's introduc-
fion. In fact, a handful of Fiat G.50s
were the only other ltalian fighters
operating in Spain during the final
stages of the civil war. Preference

was given to further development of
air-cooled radial engines, creating an
enormous technological gap between
the Fiar A.30 powering the CR.32 and
the next in-line version fo be adopted
by the Italian wartime indusiry - the
licence-built version of the Daimler
Benz DBBOI. This led the Regia
Aeronautfica to have to rely heavily on
biplanes (CR.32s and CR.42s) on
Iraly’s entry into the Second World
War, as 328 CR.32s were still 1o be
found within frontline units. While

the situation was not so critical close
to home - with 3° Gruppe based in
Sardegna, 2° Gruppe in Puglia, 160°
Gruppo in Albania and 161° Gruppo in
the Aggean - the situation in North
Africa and Ethiopia soon became dra-

matic. To complicate matters, CR.32s
from 2° Stormo in Libya were taken
over and used in the ground-anack
rale by the 50° Srormo Assolto, as
grave difficulties were found in oper-
ating the latter's Breda Ba.65s and
Caproni Ca.310s. Fitted with racks for
the carriage of small bombs, they were
employed to counter armoured units
harassing Italian ground forces until
the loss of Cyrenaica in February 1941
CR. 325 of the 410 and 4Il Squadriglie
in East Africa formed about half the
fighter element in that isolated reglon.
Dwindling daily due to a high rate of
attrition, these CR.32s managed 1o
perform important tactical operations
in Ethiopia

Eventually all CR.32s were relegated
to training duties with flying schools
at Gorizia, Rimini and Castiglione del
Lago, notwithstanding their uneconomi-
cally high fuel consumption. While 231
CR.32s were on strength in December
1941, 152 examples were still available
(on paper) on 3ist July 1943

Small numbers of CR.32s were sold
to foreign operators, such as China,
Venezuela and Paraguay. Twelve exam-
ples were acquired by Austria, which
following the Anschluss of 1938 were
taken over by the Luttwalfe. The only
other major operator was Hungary,
whose CR.32s were relegated to train-
ing duties after the acquisition of
CR.42s and Reggiane Re.2000s. m
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FIAT CR.32

Fiat CR.32, ‘2", I Storma
Caccia, Aviacidn de ef Torcio,
August 1936, Sitver overall
oxcopt for the polished metal
areas; black/white/black bands
on rear fuselage and below
lower wings. White tips of top
wings with black dise (above and
below) and white 'St Andrew's
Cross’ shove top wings furthor
inboard; white rudder with black
Cross

Fiat CR.32, 435/3-12/19, 197
Squadrighia of the XKIN® Gruppo
Autonoma Caceia ‘Asso di
Bastoni’, 1938, Giallo Mimatica
I/ Vierde Mimetico |/ Marrone
Mimetico upper surfaces with alumin-
ium undersidos; White upper winglips
with two black bands above. Two biack
bands below lower wing: black discs on
fuselage sides and below upper wings.
Codes and serials in black; 19" in white
over a red flash on wheel spat

Fiat CA.32, ‘White 3, X° Gruppo Autanomo Caceia
‘Baleari’, Son Juan, 19386. Giallo Mimetico |Verdo
Mimatico |/Marrone Mimatico upper surfaces with
Aluminium undersides; see below for uppersurfaces
pattorn and markings. Black discs on fuselage sides
and below uppor wings. White 3 on fuselage

——— T

Fiat CR.32, ‘Whito 5, X°
Gruppo Autonomo Caccia
“Baleari’, Son Juan, 1936.
Finigh and markings similar to
“White 3 above. Bulldog mark-
ing is carried on both sides
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Fiat CR.32bis, 73-5, 730

Squadrighia, 4% Storme, pariti-
cant of the 3% Giornata dellAla,
Roma Littorio, 1936, Aluminium
overall oxcept for natural metal
panels; codes in black. Groan/
4 — N —T . o white/red stripes on vertical and
’ 5 f ! = horizontal tail surfaces: serials

v
] ". : ' ' ORI, . ol in whita with black drop shadow
= ’ ; - Wing markings in black over
lM i - white background: 4° Storma
&= | badge on roar fuselage

Fiat CR.32, MM .3023/85-5, 852
Squadriglia, 18° Gruppo, 3° Storma,
spring 1938, Aluminium on all surfaces
except metal panels which remain
unpainted: groon/white/red stripes to
vertical and horizontal tail surfaces,
Codes in black: serial in white, with
black drop shadow. The aircratt also Right and Below: Fiat CR.32, 78-1, 787

carries the 30 Storma badge and a Squadriglia, 6° Gruppo, 10 Stormo,
Squadriglia commander's peanant. 1936. Upper surfaces in bands of
“ in red and XV in black an fin; Giallo Mimetico I/Vierde Mimetica 1/

Wing markings in black over white wm-mmm
background

FIAT CR.32, MM.2830/155-6, 155 Squadrigiia, 3° Gruppo, PROFILES 1:48 Scale

69 Stormo ‘Diavoli Rossi', Campoformido (Uding), early 1936. 0 Shutrs 1 2
Aluminium doped overall except for metal arcas which remain

unpainted; groen/white/rod vertical and tail stripes. Wing

markings i black over white hackground: codes in black/red. Feet

Script, including serial, beneath tailplane in white with black 0 s ) 6

drop shadow
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FIAT CR.32

Fiat CR.32, 358-1, 3567 Squadriglia, 22° Gruppe, 52° Stormo, Chedi,
autumn 1936, Giallo Mimetico 3/Verde Mimetico 3 upper surfaces with
Grigio Azzurro Chiaro undersides; codes in black/red. Rudder stripes

in green/white/red; spinner natural metal. Unit badge on fuselage: note
Squadriglia der's p Wing markings in black over a white

Fiat CA.32, MM.2856/360-3, 360" Squadrigiia. 52° Stormo, Panderesa (Pisa), sum-
mer 1939, Giallo Mimetico |/Verde Mimatico |/Marrone Mimetico upper surtaces with
Aluminium undersides: codes in black/red. Rudder stripes in groon/whita/red: national
markings in biack over white background. Spinner natural metal with red fip

Rudder stripes in green/white/red:
wing markings in black wirth white
background

Fiat CR.32. MM 4149, 410°
Squadriglia Addis Abeba, winter 194D-
41, Giallo Mimetico 3/Verde Mimetico
3 upper surfaces with Grigio Azzurro
Chiaro undersides: codes in black/red,
serial in white. White panel on fuselage sides, with
black St Andrew's’ cross superimposed; white cross
on rudder, natural metal spinner. Wing markings
in black, with white background

FIAT CR.32 Quater, MM.4666/160-10,
Squadriglia, 12° Gruppo. 50" Stormo Assalte,
Libya, June 1940, Giallo Mimetico 3/Verde
Mimetico 3 upper surfaces with Grigio Azzurre
Chiars undersides: codes in black/red. Serial in .
white with black drop shadow; wing markings PROFILES 1:48 Scale

l? Metres

44 Model Airplane International - October 2006



Militaryexp.com

Fiat CR.32 Ouater CN, 356 Squadriglia Autonoma, Napoli-
Capodichine, summer 1940. Verde Mimetico 3 uppersurfaces
with Grigio Arzurro Chiaro undersides: code in black. Upper
wing markings in black only, those below lower wings in
black on & white background

Bolow: Fiat CR.32 Quarer,
MM.4227, 163 5q. Autonoma,
Gadurra, spring 1941, Giallo
Mimetico 3/Verde Mimetico
3/Marrone Mimetico upper sur-
faces with Grigio Azzurro Chiaro
undersides; codes in black/red.
Serial in white with black drop shadow: red front 1o
spinner and upper wing bullet fairing. Wing markings
in black on white background

Above and Right: Fiat CR.32bis, V-196, Pilot Training Schoal,
Hungarian Air Force, Veszprem, 1942, The alrcratt appears
to have been resprayed evonly in dark green over a previ-
ously mottied camouflage finish which lightly shows through;
undersurfaces in Italian Grigho Azrzurro Chiaro, Green/white/
red horizontal and vertical tail stripes; white crosses on a
black sguare in six positions. Yollow bands around fuselage
and lower wingrips. Puma marking of previous unit 2/2 squad-
ron retained on fuselage sides

== -

PROFILES 1:48 Scale

Fiat CR.32, "80I", Nationalist
Chinese Air Force. Dark green
upper surfaces: light blue/grey
undersides:; sitver spinner.
Mational markings in standard
four wing posifions; rudder is
striped in blue and white
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O MODEL INFD

SPEC: Fisher Model & Partern 1:32
Grumman FAF-8T/TF-8J Cougar

KIT NO.: 3203 MATERIALS: R, PE
AVAILABILITY: Direct from manufacturer

PRICE GUIDE: $195 - P&P




| BUILT & WRITTEN BY JOWN TIGGER' WILKES FROM THE UK

CAT’S TALE

When Fisher Model & Pattern released their 1:32 Cougar
it would have been enough for most to just build it, but
not me, | had to go and build a ‘base’ to display it on!

“ ogoer 510 | have the
ball™ at this stage
your haart rate i

- . pumping at around

150 beats per minute and rising every
secand that ticks by, A little power
added 1o the sluggish engine aids you
to ling up the carrier. With only 1/2 a
mile to go you will cover that in less
than 30 seconds. At this distance the
carrier is atill a small speck in the dark
blue north Atlantic that is a chilly 6°C
this time of year. Out to the left of the
carrier you see in your peripheral vision
the plane guard there like the guardian
angel just in case of mishap. Things are
happening quickly now and the plane

is rapidly moving towards the postage-
stamp sized deck. "A little left of centra®
is called on the radio and instantly the
right wing is dropped almos! as if a
divine hand has taken control of the
aeroplane. Just two hundred yards to
go and the inevitable crunching on the
deck is anticipated as you brace for the
impact which is the carrier landing' You
have done this before and everything

I8 going well. A sudden impact of

the wheels on the deck trigger an
instinctive reaction to push the throttle
up ta full power to go around if the
hook doesn't snag a wire. “Trap four®
you hear on the radio and the immense
deceleration forces you forward 1o the
point of forcing the blood forward in
your ears and you can hear the sound
of your own heart racing a1 200 beats
per minute! The relief of landing is

y | f\
_.aff-:“‘

FSF-8T / TF-8J COUGAR

of No 33

11312 ndabe

suddenly quelled, as there is a surge
and what seemed to be a good if little

low landing is gning horsble weana
Your instinct tells you that even with
the engine power up there just isn’t
enough carrier to gain enough speed
to fly away and try again. No this is a
huge problam, which is getting critical
as time goes by. Gan the brakes stop
the plane® No time to think, by now the
coffin you are in is heading towards
the side of the ship without any chance
of stopping, Do you eject? In a matter
of a split second you realise there is
no safety margin to eject before you
hit the water. You go over the side of
the carrier with the expectation of the
fairground ride going over the fop of
the roller coaster, The sudden impact
tells you that the plane is caught on the
side of the Lexington with you dangling
just a few feet from the sea with little
chance of rescue from here. Over the
radio is heard the sound of the air
crash siren, Now Is where the survival
training comes into its own. The engine
master switch is easy to reach and the
fuel is turned off. This is the last thing
you do bafore you see the insfructor
from your back seat jumping into the
cold uninviting sea. You rapidly follow
suit having struggled with all of the
seat straps and the awkward climb out
of the cockpit

This is the scenario | imagined that
would have raken place before this
split second of time is frozen forever in
this diorama. -»

YOU WILL NEED...
Before starting: ‘ ‘
1S

Dimensions:

Span - 34# Bin (10.5m)
Length - 4211 2in (12.9m)
Height - 12t 3in (3.73m)

B Cyancacrylate & Accelerator
B Two-part Epoxy cement
B Tamiya masking tape

B Scalpel

B Sidecuttors Dimensions - 1:32

B #5 Tweszers Span - 328.Imm

B Nail Buffing pad or Micro-mesh Lengrh - 403.Imm
polishing kit. Height - 11B.6mm

B Johnsons Klear

B Protec Hydrocoating clear gloss ',"
B Daco decal setting solution q
\\ A

& Always ensure that you work in a well-ventilated area when using solvents
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STEP BY STEP GUIDE - THE KIT

-

The two bhiggest companents are the fuselage and wing mouldings

i the kit

GENESIS

In a very short timescale Fisher Model
& Partern from rhe USA have built a

Here are the drop tanks, rocket launchers and missiles included

now | can see the

1er and his team have applied to this

w=on subject. The two-seat Cougar

The ather resin parts include the tailplanes. separate control sur-

faces and all the underwing pylons

z with which Paul

ing to create a

ranel detall is restrained reces
f

And they really do fit that well straight from the box!

There is a large fret of photo-etched as
well as the two printed acetate films for
the instrument panels

As moentioned in the text, the clear parts are resin, pro-coated with

Johnsons Future (Klear) polish

1, all

sed lines

reputation for high quality resin 1:32
scale aircraft. Their third model in this
scale is the F-9T two-seat Cougar, This
model sets new standards with regards
to quality. In fact one of their earlier

Cougar kits has won the accolade of

best cottage industry kit in 1:32

for 2005! When | first saw this model |

was surprised at the subject, howe

wis a development of the s .glr--x_, g
fighter and this in turn was a develop
ment of the Panther and this is the
genesis that Fisher also applied, having
built the Panther as their first kit fol-
lowed by the Cougar. The kit is mostly
cast resin with minimal moulding plugs

to detach and very few small air bub-

hies. The surface of the fuselage was

with control surfaces separate with the
exception of the under-fuselage flaps

which are cast integrally. The entire

undercarris cleverly cast with steesl

£
pins inside that will help support the
hi. Etel

and where appropriate clear film instru-

model's we ad brass is utilised

ments are also included. The canopy

has been cast in a clear resin and

YOU WILL NEED...

Paints Used:
Alciad Il lacquers:
Aluminium

Humbrol enamel:
Matt Cote (thinned with
Cellulose [lacquer])

Tamiya acrylic:
X-1 Black

X-2 White

X-8 Orange
X-T Red

X-8 Lemon Yellow 007 Pale Sand 108 Light Sea Grey
¥-18 Semi-Gloss Black 010 Light Yellow 110 Deck Tan
X-19 Smoke 017 Basic Skintone 115 Khaki
X-22 Clear 0189 Dark Flesh 124 iraqi Sand
X-25 Clear Green 022 Light Orange 139 Mahogany Brown
X-27 Cloar Red 0 26 Scarlet I50 German Camouflage
XF-19 Sky Groy 050 Dark Prussian Blue Black/Brown

060 Intermediate Blue 151 Flat Aluminum
Vallejo acrylic: 075 Light Green 189 Flat Black

003 Gloss White 080 German Camouflage
004 Off-White Bright Green
0086 Light Flash 104 Srone Gray

9 Woar the right protective clothing when advised

dippeéd in Klear (Future), which means
these parts can be used with minimal
preparation. Just to top this little lot off

is @ huge decal sheat printed by Zots

THE BUILD

As with most models these days a

cal sequence is called out in the, mostly

wrirtten but clear, instructions and these

are supplemented by black and white
photographs. The cockpit comes first
and here | decided 1o spend a little

Accessories Used:
PJ Productions 321105 US Navy Pilot
(Korean War)

PWMP UNTRAC3201 US Navy Tractar,
Short Type

PWMP UNFIG320! Navy Crewmember
#! Deck Director
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STEP BY STEP GUIDE - INTERIOR

The kit-supplied seats unpainted and
with balts posed ready for the diorama setfing

"'I'Iu:u]qdlnnuliiulnmlhlnldl:idmlhlpnlillitﬂnnh'ntimnlhilm

lninnhhuﬂvilihhﬂhmﬁ-phﬂinnlhlﬁnnmlhiinmyuiml"

extra time as this was going 1o be very
visible when displayed on the diorama |
had in my mind.

A simple construction seguence
using the printed instruments and
gtched brass instrument panel mated fo
the resin parts works well in this scale.
| sandwiched the lot together with a
thin coat of Protec Hydrocoat Gloss.
Once this had dried | used supergiue
around the edges to aid with the adhe-
sion of these mediums. All of the resin
parts were washed in bleach as recom-
mended. | found this to be quite smelly
working with and you must remember

to be careful with it and wear protective
gloves, Once the basic cockpit was fin-
ished it was sprayed with a base coat of
Halfords White Primer. Once dry it was
painted with Gunze Sangyo medium
grey and the separate black panels
were picked out with Vallejo black/grey.
With all of the basic colours complete

| rapidly moved on to fine detail, such
as the red circuit breaker lights, green
undercarriage indicators etc and for
these | used various Vallejo colours.
This acrylic paint is really superb for
this type of painting and any small mis-
take can be quickly removed with car
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windscreen wash without leaving any
residue. As with most of the modern
instruments there are several instruc-
tion placards or text next to them, often
in a contrasting colour, &o | achieved
this with the use of light grey oil paint
applied with the tip of a pin. This tech-
nigue is one | have developed over sev-
eral years and providing you are careful
you can give the impression of the data
with small dashes of paint. With this
done and any other colour work added |
left the cockpit to dry.

The ejection seats are single resin
components that allow the option

The front soction of the cockpit ub is nicely derail
and looks good ance painted and woathered

of either the Martin-Baker or earlier
Grumman designed versions. As | was
building a later Cougar | chose the
Martin-Baker versions and superglued
all of the erched seat belts in place
You will notice that | made a point of
placing them in a pesition likely to look
odd during construction but once in
the final Diorama it will look right, Little
things like this are important when
doing a diorama, as plenty of forward
planning will be needed to ensure that
everything is as realistic as possible.
The seats were painted with Vallejo col-
ours and the ejection pull handles were
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Grumman FOF-8T Cougar, BuMo.I42467/AD/232, VF-21, US. Navy, 1959. White ovar-
all with Flourescent Red Orange trim: biack anti-dazzie panel and wing walkways. All
lettering in black

Grumman FOF-8T Cougar, BuNo.146381/NJ/469, VF-124, LS. Navy, San
Francisca, 1960, White averall with Flourescent Red Orange trim; black anti
darzie panel and wing walkways, All lottering in black

Grumman FOF-8T Cougar, BuNo.142470/7, Blue Angels, U.5. Navy, 1965. Sea
Blue Gloss overall with yellow lettering and trim; leading edges to all flying
surfaces in silver

- — ' WUS. NAVY
W 7 __.___

Grumman TF-8J Cougar, Bubo 147388/YV/3. MAMS-I5, US. - V
Marine Corps. Atsugi AFB (Japan). Gull Grey/white scheme 'f i
with all lettering, anti-dazzie panel, wing walkways and fin 4 - | \

tip in black: note refuelling probe is dark blue with small -
white stars

Grumman FIF-8T Cougar. D516/3-A-151.
Argenting Navy. Sea Blue Gloss overall with
all lettering in white

3-A-ISI

0516 FOF-8T
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The wing tips noed careful masking otherwise the orange will bleed through the white of the national

insignia

manufactured by spinning two lengths
of embroidery thread, one black and
one yellow, together. They were then
given a thin coat of PVA glue to bind
them together and once installed gave a
great impression of the handles!

LANDING GEAR

Next was the main gear, and after a
short stint cleaning up the mould lines
some brake lines were added from
solder, with Tamiya tape to represent
the retaining clips. Some small linkages
were added from thin plastic and sheet

pewter. The small bolts that are missing
were added with homemade parts pro-
duced in a metal die from Grief. Whan
completed | primed all these compo-
nents with Halfords White Primer, then
once dry, with a light spray of Tamiya
gloss white. The gear received a light
weathering with highly diluted Payne’s
gray oil paint, which flows around all
of the detail. Any excess paint can be
gently wiped away after about half an
hour. The brake lines were picked out
with Vallejo black and the oleo ram was
covered with a sliver of Bare-Metal Foil
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“As with most of the modern instru-

ments there are several instruction
placards or text next to them, often

in a contrasting colour, so I achieved
this with the use of light grey oil

paint applied with the tip of a pin”

chrame. This was suitably weathered
with diluted Tamiya Smoke (X-19). There
are a couple of etched tie-down points
to fir, and these are quite fragile but add
to the realism. To represent the rubber
tyres | painted a base colour of dark grey
then drybrushed a lighter tone with a
hint of brown,

FUSELAGE

Now the pace of the build really picks
up and in a short time the fuselage and
all of its sub-assemblies are bought
together. The cockpit has seme fragile

side panels 1o add, as does the integral
nose gear bay. The way in which Fisher
have designed the model means that it
all slides rogether and once in the correct
position it becomes a very snug fit. You
know when the cockpit is positioned
correctly, as the gear bay will line up
with the opening and the cockpit will
not go any further forward. Although
the fit of parts was tight | still chose to
glue them in place and for this | used
two-part epoxy cement. | would sug-
gest that when a part fits snugly then
you still glue it in place as later, due
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to warping or other stress factors, the
part may become loose and there is
nothing more annoying than trying to
attach something that is now almost
inaccessible!

The previous kits all needed additional
nose weights, but this one does not as the
exira weight of the second cockpit and seat
are enough to balance the model on its

gear without the risk of it being a 'rall simer’.

WINGS
On this model these are a single
component and the quality is like the

rest of the kit, superb. There are no
casting blocks to speak of and the
inboard flaps are separare. Care must
be exercised when adding the etched
blanking plates, as they will need 1o be
perfectly aligned with the wing profile.
The one thing | did not really like was
that the under fuselage flaps are cast
integrally with the lower wing and to
lower them would mean major surgery,
which | wasn't really willing 1o do. With
all of the wing components added the
fuselage joins to it in such a way that
the joints are very tight. | found that |

It inoks a bit messy now, but this is the first stage in weathering the undersurface of the model.

did not actually need any filler on any
of these joints and you also ran the risk
of the epoxy glue squeezing out when
everything was brought together, it was
that tight!

LIGHTS

The wing tip lights are provided as
clear resin parts, likewise the port
leading edge landing light housing.
The fir of these parts was not the
best but with a little care and a light
application of superglue they were all
set in position. | found that some sand-

ing with Micro-mesh smoothed out

any edges and once their clarity was
restored they were coated with Klear.
The final touch was to add the promi-
nent edging with slivers of Bare-Metal
Foil. The light on the fuselage spine is
only to be found on later service air-
craft so | simulated this with a section
of clear plastic | crash-formed over

a carved plastic pattern. | manufac-
tured some light fittings, added them
to the light mount and then attached
the clear cover over the whaole thing,
and vaila! »-
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= CANOPY
As | have said the clear parts were cast
resin dipped in Klear during produc-
tion, and all that was needed was to
attach and paint them. | had a slight
twist in the main part of my canopy but
this was fixed when | attached it later,
as | glued it in position and it reduced
Generating a sense of reality is the key to any successtul disrama, in this instance getting the figures fo “look’ right is all down to having them doing the fault so as 1o not be naticeable.
realistic tasks The great idea with these parts is that
decals are supplied 10 represent the
light grey seals and they are very easy
to apply and aid in covering any untidy
paint edges. The blast shield between
the cockpits was a tight fit and the
placement of the etched mirrors was an
exercise in extreme care, but in the end
it all worked out fine.

PAINTING

Painting this model was quite simple at
first sight but in fact needed some very
careful masking. | chose to use Tamiya
colours as the base. For the orange

| mixed my own, trying 1o match it 1o
the FS fan deck as there is no exact
formula for this colour, so | merely
matched it by eye. Once the white fuse-
lage had been painted it was masked
with Tamiya tape in preparation for the
orange. In some plac es | thought that
the orange would show through the
white decals, especially with the stars
and bars, so | took a strip of masking

The deck scene is a bit of artictic licence. as the period images don't actually show this aspect, but by considering the ‘sense’ of the event you can realistically tape, laid it over the decal (which was
pose figures around it under glass) and sketched the shape
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on the tape before removing the tape
and carefully cutting the shape out.
This was subsequently placed on the
model, so that the area was not painted
orange, and when the decals are on
there is none showing through as a
result. The black sections were done in
a similar manner, as were the leading
edges in Alclad Il. The final job was 1o
apply an overall coat of Johnsons Klear
to seal the paintwork and ready the
model for the decals.

DECALS

If you have seen the standard of print-
Ing from Zots then you will be aware of
their quality. The text on certain decals
is clearly legible and the sharp edges of
the printing make this huge sheet a real
delight, The colour saturation is superk
and with minimal carrier film they all set-
tled down fine over a gloss surface with
the aid of a (mild) Daco setting solution.
It was only later that | realised that there
were ‘steps’ at the edge of some decals
and | had a real job on my hands trying
to get rid af them via gentle sanding!
Once all was sorted, everything was
once again sealed with a coat of Klear,

WEATHERING

Looking at the photographs of this
aircraft | could only see light weather-
ing and therefore | tried to keep it as
subtle as possible. My normal method
of using Payne's grey oll paint thinned
has been described before in Issue 5,
g0 | won't go over it again. The final
step on this model was 1o use a very
thin mix of Vallejo acrylics dark grey,
heavily thinned, into every rivet, then
lightly swipe the brush backwards in
the direction of the airflow. This is a
very subtle effect, especially over white,
but it certainly looks the part. | also did
some spot touch-ups where in reality
the US Navy crews spray paint in order
to slow corrosion, This was simply a
matter of spraying appropriate colours
of fresh paint 1o give contrast. A few oil
and hydraulic fluid leaks were added
with the oil paints and the final touch
was to give the walkways a slight rub
with some pastels, which gives a worn
appearance withou! being too stark.

DIORAMA

The whole idea for the diorama came to
me when | started to look at my refer-
ences. | found a photograph of a two-
seat Cougar that had an unfortunate
accident on board the USS Lexington
and | have been able to reproduce the
phota within this article with the kind
permission of both Steve Ginter and
Bert Kinsey. My idea was to elaborate
the scenario to include a couple of
figures and a bit of seascape. The end
result was a lirtle overboard and it grew
and grew into what you now see. | have
used some artistic license for the ship,
as | could not find good reference for
the side of the hull, as well as with the
figures to give some sense of drama
and action.

The base was cus

1o mads 15

my dimensions and a sketch by Just
Bases. | built the side of the ship in a
manor akin to the real thing, attaching
sheets of plastic card 1o the verti-

cal face then scoring in panel lines
These were filled with fine solder
then sandod down, thus simulating
the welds. Over this | attached, from
the bottom up, strips of aluminium
builder's tape which was then rubbed
down in the middle of each panel, It
gives the impression of a stressed
metal skin that Is all too apparent
with any ship that has been at sea for
some time. Using the Detail and Scale
book on the Lexington | copied several
items and attached them 1o the side of
the ship. and | also added a platform 10
add some visual inferest. | opted to do
the decking on the platform with strips
of plastic fo simulate the wooden areas
often seen in photos. This worked well
and once painted convinced my wife
that | had used laminate wood. The
main deck area was going to need a
large number of the small tie-down
points and here | had 1o do some head
scratching in order to overcome the
problem, | found some net tape that

Is used to bridge the gap of plaster-
board before the plaster is applied

and this netting is a nylon material

that has a perfect ‘X" shape for the
tie-downs. As the surface of the deck
needed a rough finish | achieved this -»
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A lot of layers and work went inta acheiving a realistic seascape with this praject,

bt it is worth the effart

BUILDER'S TIP

'“I'Impmﬂllwﬁhlhluuprwhhﬂutdiullmupplhdhﬂ]lﬂllnllhlilhigrwnlklﬂthq
are very easy to apply and aid in covering any untidy paint edges”

aid of Cast a Coat. This is a simple
system of acrylic liguid that you apply
to the surface and almost allow to

dry before a light fine pumice grit is
sprinkled on and after a few minutes
the excess blown off. In this instance
| decided to apply another coat to
increase the effect before the whole
lot was set aside to dry. The bro-

ken cable was a section of copper
tow rope produced by Karaya for
armour modellers, given to me by
our sister magazine's (Model Military
International) editor, ‘Spud’ Murphy.
The deck edge netting was made
from some mosquito netting attached
to frames | made from lengths of
single-core high power electrical
cable as this material allowed me 1o
later bend each frame to simulate the
weight of the aircraft dangled over
the side of the carrier. Finally the
nose refuelling probe of the kit was
going to be the load bearing point

of the model so | turned a replace-
ment from plastic tube that slips
over a steel core, which in furn goes
almost 50mm info the base. The final
appearance is precarious but
surprisingly strong.

FIGURES

OK guys, | know this is an aircraft
modelling magazine but bear with me
here! Of the nine figures used two are
stock, from PWMP of Belgium: the fire
truck driver and the walking figure in the
yellow shirt who is pointing. The pilot is
converted from the PJ Productions
figure that is designed 1o be climbing
into the Panther kit, although | changed
his helmet and arms for the pose | want-
ed. The crewman kneeling and pointing
is a conversion from the Academy figure
that comes with their F/A-18 Hornet kit
and | changed his head and the position
of his arms. The rest are scratchbuilt
with Magic Sculpt over a wire armature.
| cheated with the heads as | cast a
cranium and replaced the faces with
those from various figures from Andrea
(e.g. Sean Connery, Johnny Weissmuller,
Amie, and Kevin Costner), all of which
had some surgery so that they do not
look too much like the originals. | also
made a point of making each figure of a
different stature so they do not all look
like brothers, a point all too often missed
in some dioramas! They were painted
with Vallejo acrylics except the fire suit,
which was done with Alclad Il Aluminium,
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FIRE TRUCK

With the deck built | realised | would
gither need lots of figures or | would
have 1o utilse the PWMP tow truck
that | had built some time ago. When

| put it on the base | thought that a
fire truck would suit the scene better
s0 | ordered another one, and when it
arrived | set about converting it to the
short fire tender. | used the Verlinden
|:48 scale kit as reference as well

as some photographs | found on the
Internet, The retardant tank was made
from a section of copper pipe with the
end turned up from plastic sheet that
had been laminated rogether. The anti-
skid surface was simulated with Cast
a Coat.

SEA

As with my previous project of the
Roden Felixstowe (due fo appear in
Issue I6 - Ed) | used the same tech-
nique to simulate the sea. In short |
laid up some polystyrene foam on a
custom-made base from Just! Bases,
then | sculpted the undulating waves

and spread a layer of plaster over this.

Dnce dry it was painted in suitable
colours then clear silicone bath seal-

ant was applied until | had a

thin layer. Some white Scotchbrite
scouring pad, which once teased out,
made the wispy white wave crests! |
also used some Woodland Scenic’s
‘Sniow’ mixed with Vallejo "Water Mix’
and added that to the boundary where
the sea meets the ship. The breaking
wave was an experiment that turned
out better than | had thought. | took
a piece of Imm 40 thou clear plastic,
heated it and draped it over the inner
cardboard tube from a kitchen foil
roll. Once cool it kept the curved
shape | was after. | then trimmed it to
the final shape and attached it with
silicone. This was liberally covered
with the same material over several
days until the clear plastic could no
longer be seen and the light would
show through the wave. The final
part was the pumped water leaving
the ship and splashing into the sea.

| tound a section of clear sprue and
heated it until pliable, | then placed
it over a curved surface and let it
cool. Once again silicone was used to
cover the part and with some careful
manipulation | achieved the result |
wanted. m

FINAL VERDICT




new releases -

IM (Injection-moulded Plastic), R (Resin), PE (Photo-etched Brass), VF (Vac-formed Plastic), WM (White-metal), RB (Rubber)

Lockheed Hudson Mk IV/V Hud
Scale 1:72 / htaleri, Haly / Materials: IM / Kit No.: 1253 / Availability: The Hobby Company Ltd 1“ n
(UK Distribution) and Italeri stockists worldwide / Price Guide: £10.99 =

For those who don't already know, this kit is the new tooling from MPM. They
::: released it as the Mk | and II, while Italeri are boxing it as the Mk IV and V. Once
you open the box you will see it is MPM; the sprue size and layout, the level of detail
and the sprue gate size and type. That is not to say this kit is a poor relation, but it is
still ‘limited-run’ so don't expect the same quality as you saw in Italeri’s recent new
toolings like the Fiat CR.42, Detail is good and the recessed panel lines are very fine,
but there is some flash at trailing edges and there are sink marks on many of the
smaller parts (flap guides etc.) and some big ejector towers (rear faces of the engine
blocks, inside the cowls etc.). This means the whole project will be more akin to build-
ing something without resin and photo-etched from the likes of MPM and Special
Hobby than bullding a new ‘mainstream’ injected kit. With that said, the clear parts are
vastly superior to any mainstream kit, probabiy because of the ‘hand-made’ aspeci of
this type of kit production. There are five decal options in the kit: AM761, *Z of No.500
Sqn: AMB79, RR*B of an unidentified Coastal Command unit; AIB-25, US+K of No.l Saqn,
RAAF: AIB-123, FXsF of No.6 Sqn, RAAF:; AMB67, OY+X of No.48 Squadron, Option lis  Dimensions
Dark Sea Grey and Dark Slate Grey over white, option twao is in the same upper colours  Span - B65ft Gin (19.96m)  References
put over Sky, option 3 is Dark Green and Dark Earth over aluminium, while options 4 Length - 44ft din (13.5im)  Anson, Hudsan & Sunderiand in Australian Service by 5. Wilson

and 5 are the same on top but Medium Sea Grey underneath. Height - Iift 10in (3.62m)  (Aerospace Publications Pry)

Verdict: Up until now the only game in town has been the venerable Airfix kit, well Lockheed Hudson Mks | 1o VI, Profile No.253 (Profile Publications)
now we all have a nice new tooling of a very important WWII fype. As long as you are  Dimensions - 172 Lockheed Hudson in World War || (Airlife)

aware that this is state-of-the-art limited-run, not mainstream, then | don't think you  Span - 2772mm Replic No.124 (December 2001)

will be too disappointed. Our thanks to The Hobby Company Ltd for the review Length - IB7. Gmm RNZAF - The First Decade by C. Darby (Kookabura Technical
sample. Height: 50, 3mm Publicarions)

Vickers Wellinglon Mk Ic
Scale 1:48 / Trumpeter, China / Materials: IM, PE, RB / Kit No.: 02808 / Availability: Pocketbond (UK Distribution) and Trumpeter stockists worldwide /
Price Guide: £49.99

Well many of us have waited for the release of this kit, and equally we have also wondered just how would they approach the whole issue of surface detail?
:]To put things straight from the start, it is OK, not great, but certainly you can live with it. The fuselage seems fine, the wings are a little overdone and the
only real areas of concern are the vertical fin and tailplanes, both of which feature the fabric ‘recessed' below the level of the surrounding metal skins, that is
just not right. The interior is well detailed, with a full cockpit, all the internal detail plus the bulkheads and floor. You even get the Elsan toilet, seven different
bomb bay configurations and just about all of the interior equipment inside the fuselage halves. The interior is full of the Geodetic structure and the gun turrets
are beautifully detailed - Trumpeter even include the ventral ‘dusthin’ turret, a real first! We are not fans of the clear plastic/acetate film/plastic sandwich for the
instrument panels and we are not sure what benefit the photo-etched wheel well inserts (#PEI & 2) gives, but this is easily made up for by the excellent levels of
detail overall. There are just two colour options in the kit, X8889, BL*D of No.40 Squadron based on Malta in 1941 and T2835, EL*D of No.75 (New Zealand) Sgn
based at RAF Feltwell in 1941. Both are in the standard night bomber scheme of Dark Earth and Dark Green over Night. Neither of these are usable though, as the
first is a late Mk Ic with the gun positions in the fuselage sides, and the other has the squadron codes in red, when they should be Medium Sea Grey!

Verdict: There will be those that love this kit and those that loathe it; some of the latter may disregard it altogether simply because of what they have heard
about it, well don't as it is a kit that can be built and it is a 1:48 Wellington after all, and just how long have we waited for one! It will be interesting to see how,
from-the-box, the kit looks and if that fabric effect is overdone, and if so how you can overcome it if you want? Well don't be surprised to hear that is just what
we intend to do, so watch this space for our builds of the kit in the next few months! Our thanks to the Pocketbond Ltd for supplying the review sample.

Verdict: Overall this is a sound product, yes some will bemoan the fabric effect and there will be those whao claim it totally spoils the end result, but overall you
have to consider one very important fact - this is a brand new 1:48 injected kit of the Wellington, end of debate! Our thanks o Pocketbond for supplying the

review sample.

Dimensions

Span - B6ft 2in (22.73m)
Length - 64t 7in (19.68m)
Height - I7ft 5in (5.3im)

Dimensions - 1:48
Span - 473.5mm
Length - 410mm
Height - 110.6mm

References

Vickers-Armstrang Wellington by M. Ovcacik & K. Susa, WWII Wings Line (4+ Publications
2003 ISBN: 80-902558-T-3)

Vickers Wellington, Warpaint No.I0 (Hall Park Books)

Vickers Wellington Mk | & Il by C.F. Andrews, Profile No.125 (Profile Publications 1966)
Wellington In Action No.76 {Squadron/Signal Publications)

Wellington - The Geodetic Giant by M. Bowman (Airlife 1989 ISBN: |-85310-076-5)

304 Squadron by M. Konarski (Mushroom Model Publications 2005 ISBN: 83-89450-18-6)
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RAF B.E.12h
Scale 1:48 / Roden, Ukraine / Materials: IM
Kit No.: 412 / Availability: Pocketbond (UK
Distribution) and Roden stockists worldwide
Price Guide: £16.99

Developed from the twin-seat B.E.2¢c, the

B.E.I2 and |12a were not that popular with
pilots due to being underpowered (150hp RAF
4a engine), so the 12b version was fitted with
the more powerful Hispano-Suiza 200hp engine.
In the end though, delays with delivery of these
engines meant that only about 150 were built
and production did not start until 1817 This
fiew it from noden is the first in their planned
schedule of ‘BEs’, with the B.E.2c (#426) and
B.E.12 (#427) due from them in the future. The
kit comprises 128 grey-plastic components,
although there are some 32 parts on the sprues
that are not used in this version. There is also an
acetate film containing seven clear panels. There
are a couple of nice AL 1121b bombs with racks,
although the fins really need replacing, and you
get the flare holders for under each wing tip.
The engine cowls are multi-part, but with the
side panels moulded integrally with the fuselage
halves this should mean it all stays square dur-
ing assembly. As always Roden include a nice
big rigging diagram at the end of the instruc-
tions. There are three colour options, all in “WWI

Verdict: Overall this looks to be anather fine
WWI kit from Roden. They are certainly racking
up the releases of some much-wanted subjects
in this scale and for this alone they are to be
applauded. The UK price is not too high and as
long as there are no serious alignment prob-
lems, something Roden kits do tend to suffer
from occasionally, then this is one that we can
highly recommend ro all WWI fans. Our thanks
to the Roden for supplying the review sample.

Dimensions
Span - 37t (11.28m) [Lower], 40f Sin (12.42m) [Upper]
Length - Z7h Bin (B.43m)

Green' over doped linen, and they comprise Height - 121 (3,66m)

C3084, flown by Lt W.E. Wart of No.76 Sqn in

August 1918, C3152, flown by Capt N.H. Dimmock Dimensions - 1:48

of No. 14l (Home Defence) Sqn from RAF Biggin Span - 235mm (Lower), 258 8mm (Upper)
Hill in February 1918, and C3114 of No.75 (Home Length - 175.6mm

Defence) Sqn based at Gosport in early 1918. Height - 76.25mm

Bell P-400 Airacobra

Scale 1:48 / Hasegawa, Japan / Materials: IM / Kit No.: JT92 / Availability: Amerang Ltd (UK
Distribution) and Hasegawa stockists worldwide / Price Guide: £16.99

When Hasegawa announced this at the German Tay Fair we admit we all scratched our heads and -,

thought, why? The Eduard examples are lovely, apart from thick trailing edges, and so they would
have to go a long way to beat them, so have they? Well, looking at the parts in the box we have to say that
the kit is typical current Hasegawa fare in that there are loads of smaller sprues and the use of ‘inserts’ all
hints at future releases of different versions. The cockpit is made up of 18 parts, with the armoured glass
in the bulkhead as a separate clear component. The instrument panel has raised details, but you also get
the option of decals. A drop tank or a single bomb is included for the centreline rack. The first insert is the
wing-root leading-edge intakes, which is a neat way around a complex bit of tooling that also means the
modeller does not have an awkward seam at this point. The next insert is for the ejector ports under the
outer wing panels (shades of later versions to come?) and the gun ports themselves in the leading edges.
The upper nose section is also an insert, although its joint is along a panel line. Both access doors are
separate, moulded in clear plastic, and you also get the option of using the moulded ‘solid’ recognition and
landing lights, or cutting these off and replacing them with clear parts. The 'P-400° designation by the way
came from publicity data of the time that claimed a top speed of 400mph (| always wondered about that!)
There are just two colour options in the kit; BWIGT of the 347th FG, 67th FS based at Guadalcanal in 1942
and ‘Pat/Wahl Eye II' flown by Lt Eugene Wahl of the 35th FG, 39th FS based in New Guinea in 1942, Both
are listed as RAF Dark Green and Dark Earth over Sky, but mention is made of these shades from the Gunze
Sangyo range, which will probably give you a good chance of replicating the ‘American’ interpretations of
these colours applied to the P-400.
Verdict: If this kit is better than Eduard's will only tell in the building, but from the box it looks as if
the thick trailing edges that mar the Eduard kit will not be a problem here. The only concerns are the
‘inserts', which is expected when a manufacturer wants to get as many versions out of a common set of
sprues, but which may cause problems in the actual building, Time will tell on this point. Our thanks to
Hasegawa Corporation for the review sample.

Aeroplanes of the Royal Flying Corps (Military Wing) by JM
Bruce (Putnam 1962 & 1992)

Bombers 1814-1939 by B. Cooper & J. Batchelor, Pumnell's
History of the World Wars Special (Phochus Publishing Lid)
Over the Balkans and South Russia by H.A. Jones (Edward
Amold & Co 1923)

RAF BEI2/a/b by J.M. Bruce, Windsack Datafile 66 (Albatros
Productions 1997 ISBN-0-902207-98-7)

The Air Defence of Great Britain 1914-1918 by C. Cole & EF
Cheeseman (Pumam 1984)

The Royal Aircraft Factory by P, Hare (Putnam 1990)

The Sky their Bartlefield by T. Henshaw (Grub Street 1995)

Span - 34ft (10.4m)
Length - 28t Gin (9.07m)
Height - 9t 3in (2.82m)

Dimensions - 1:48
Span - 216.7mm
Length - 188.9mm
Height - 58.75mm

References

Bell P-39 Airacobra Part |, Monografie Lomicze No.58 (AJ-Press)
Bell P-39/P-B3 Airacobra & Kingcobra ‘Warbird Tech VelI7
(Speciality Press)

Cobra! Bell Aircraft Corporation 1934-1946 by Birch Maithews
(Schitfer, 1996)

P-39 Airacobra, Detail & Scale Vol 63 by B, Kinsey (Squadron/
Signal Publications 2000)

P-39 Airacobra In Action No.43 (Squadron/Signal Publications)
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new releases -

Key: IM (Injection-moulded Plastic), R (Resin), PE (Photo-etched Brass), VF (Vac-formed Plastic), WM (White-metal), RB (Rubber)

Potez 631

Scale 1:48 / Azur, Czech Republic / Materials: IM, R, PE / Kit No.: AD58 /
Availability: Hannants (UK Distribution) and Azur stockists worldwide /
Price Guide: £27.50

This is an all-new tooling from Azur, having done it in 1:72 in early

2004 (#A037), and it is typical of the kits we have seen from them. It
comprises 135 grey plastic, three clear plastic, |6 resin and |19 photo-etched
components. Surface detail is lightly engraved with raised ribs where neces-
sary. Most of the interior is plastic with smaller details in resin and photo-
etched and both engines are resin castings with excellent detail. Thankfully
Azur have refrained from doing things like pitot tubes etc in photo-etched
and these are injected in plastic. The kit has four colour schemes: X-931 of
E.C.N. I3 based at Nimes/Courbessac in 1940; X-967 of the same unit and
base but as part of the Armée d'Armistice (Vichy AF) in 1941; ‘IBY of ACGZ
Aéronavale based at Maitre Depot, Calais-Marck in March 1940; X-620 of
the 2nd Squadron, G.C I/8 in April 1940, Options |, 3 & 4 are in a standard
camouflage pattern of Khaki and Earth Brown over Dark Blue/Grey, while
option 2 is Sky Blue/Grey overall with Vichy tail markings.
Verdict: The subject is not new in this scale, as JMGT did it as a resin kit
in the mid-1990s, but this is the first time it has been done in plastic. The

.I.Q“"% !

Figine
W,
h-t.-u-

D

Air Magazine Nos.IB, I7, 18 & 19

quality of the parts coupled with the elegance of the subject make it a real Avions Magazine No.582

must for any French AF fans. You will be amazed to see how big this ‘fight- Lalbum de fanatique de Faviation No.7

er’ is in this scale! Our thanks to Azur for the review sample. Le fanatique de laviation Nos.140, 142 & |45 lcare No.BO
Likrmee de [Rir (Squadron/Signal Publications)

Dimensions Dimensions - 1:48 Patez 630 Series, Profile No.195 (Profile Publications)

Span - 16,00m [B3ICZ] Span - 333.3mm Replic No.46 (June 1995) & No.165 (May 2005)

Length - 11.07m [631C2] Length - 230 Bmm Wings (December 1971)

De Havilland D.H.B8 Comet
Scale 1:32 / Aerotech. UK / Materials: R, WM, PE, VF, RB / Kit No.: AT32004 / Availahility: Marsh Models (manufacturer) and Aerotech stockists worldwide
| Price Guide: £141.00

Following on from their Henshaw Mew Gull, Aerotech
have now produced the D.H.B8. Once again this kit is / \
limited to just 150, and within a few weeks of release it had

sold 50% of the production run, so it is obviously a popular

one! The kit is mainly made up of resin, with the fuselage

cast with a hole in the underside into which the cockpit

floor and wing ‘lug’ unit fits. The wings fit onto the ‘jugs’ in

this insert to ensure their correct alignment, The other resin

parts include the control surfaces, tailplanes, vertical fin

and rudder and inserts for the engine cowls, There is a lot

of white-metal in this kit, with the seats, control columns, \
compasses, undercarriage and wheel hubs, tail skid and \
numerous other small parts. Photo-etched is limited this

time around, to just two small frets to add smaller details to

the cockpit and exterior of the airframe. The kit is completed l
with the inclusion of two vac-formed clear sheets, contain-

ing the canopy, nose cap and lens for the landing light. The

decal sheets included allow you to make ‘Grosvenor House' L . A@IOteCh
(G-ACSS) flown by C.W.A. Scott and Tom Campbell-Black, R ﬁlm '
‘Black Magic' (G-ACSP) flown by Jim and Amy Mollinson il

and G-ACSR flown by Cathcart-Jones and Waller. As we all "

know, the former was red, the second machine black and

the third one (owned by racing driver Bernard Rubins) was

British Racing Green.

Verdict: There are some subjects that look good in any

scale and the D.H.88 is one of them. Airfix did it in I:72,

Resitech in I:48 and now, at last, we have it in 1:132. The Dimensions Dimensions - 1:32

only problem some may have will be which colour to built Span - 44f1 (13 4Im) Span - 418.Imm

it in, as they all look great! Oh, by the way, Marsh like to be Langth - 28fr (8.84m) Length - 276.2mm
comprehensive with their models, so they have included Height - [Tail down] 8f1 (2.7m), [Tail up] 10f (3.05m) Height - B4.4mm [Tail down]

the thermas flask, although its final location in the cockpit

they leave up to you! Our review sample was supplied by

the manufacturer via Little-cars.com who are a UK stockist References

of this range. Les Avions Britannigues aux Couleurs Frangaises by J-J Petit (Avia Editions 2003 ISBN: 2-815030-04-9)
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Quite a selection of new products this month, so let's get on with reviewing them...

Part, Poland [www.jadar-model.pl] / Available from Aeraclub (UK) and Squadron (USA)

Here are some of the latest batch of etched brass update sets from this Polish manufacturer.

1:72 572-235

Polikarpov Po-2

This is a two-fret set that offers a
complete new interior, and we mean
complete, as not only do you get the
cockpit area but you get the fuse-
lage framework as well. All the vari-
ous plates, access panels and con-
trol linkage for the exterior are also
included, along with tread plates for
the wings. propeller boss and all the
no excuse not to rig the kit fully!
Designed for: Kopro kit

Material: PE

Price Guide: ETBA (56.59

T I &,
FLABYIE

DETAIL mmy
PLABTIC may

-‘-‘..u
L

1:32 §32-.028
Fokker Dr.l

This set offers the ply panels
inside the cockpit, cockpit (fabric)
bulkhead, rudder kick-plates, seat
belts, throttle, compass, magneto
switch, propeller boss, machine-gun
perforated jackets, spoked wheels,
ammunition box and belts and all
the control linkage horns.
Designed lar: Roden kit

Material: PE

Price Guide: ETBA [$15.01

{ EETAL ey
i FLASTIC mev

1:72 572238
Hawker Hunter F Mk 6

In this set you get a new instrument
panel, seat belts, missile fins, oleo
compression links, replacement
undercarriage doors, airbrake and
a complete and fully detailed set of
flaps.

Designed for: Revell kit

Material: PE

Price Guide: ETBA (58.99)

1:32 532029
Fokker D.VI

Designed for: Roden kit

This set is identical to the previous
set in the details offered, although
tailored to fit the D.VI version.
Matarial: PE

Price Guide: ETBA (512.03)

fojof
| CVCTCYCTCY v
olololololols)

1:72 §72.239
Shvestov M-11

No, we are not joking. this is a
Shvestov radial engine, all built up
in etched brass, even down to the
fins of the cylinders! It will look
stunning if built properly and would
look great on the front of the Po-

2, Yak-6 or Yak UT-2, but you are
going to have 1o have a keen eye
and steady hand to

Material: PE

Price Guide: ETBA [55.16)

()

DG

1:48 548140
PZL P.23 Karas

This is a massive four-fret set that
gives you a complete and full inte-
rior for the Mirage kit. The entire
sidewall framework is there, along
with all the equipment, instrument
panels, radio etc and new seats,
seat belts, upper and lower deck-
ing, canopy frames, bomb bay and
even the perforated barrels for the

gyl

Designed for: Mirage Hahby kit
Material: FE
Price Guide: ETBA (525.08

1:48 548141
PIL P.23 Karas Exterior

Having just loaded up the interior
with the prévious set you can now
do the same 1o the exterior. This
two-fret set offers replacement
undercarriage yokes, ring and bead
sight, leading edge panels, wing root
panels, various access panels aft

of the engine, strengthening plates,
interior details for the cowl, the 24-
fin radiator, all the sliding panels in
the canopy, the ventral bomb aiming
window (open or closed) and vari-
ous access panels and grab handles
around the airframe.

Designed for: Mirage Habby kit
Material: PE

Price Guide: ETBA (515.01)

Note: All 8 prices quoted are direct from Jadar-Model online
(jadarhobby.home.pl) and will be subject to tax and import duty if

purchased from elsewhere in the world

Verdict Part detail sets are some of the best on the marke! as they are
very extensive in the amounr of detail they offer and beautifully manufac-
tured. The rwo PZL P.23 sets are just mind-blowing and so they can all be
highly recommended to those with the recipient kit in their pending pile!
Our thanks to Jadar-Model, the exclusive worldwide distributor of the Part

range, for supplying the review sampies.

Availahle from: www jadar.com.pl

Key VM Sell adhesive Vinyl Paint Mask (Die cut

B4 Model Airplane International - October

PE - Photo etched matal (with or w/o acetate film




New Aires, Czech Republic (www.aires.cz| / Available from Hannants (UK) and Squadron (USA)

Here are Aires’ latest batch of resin and etched brass update sets.

1:72 7153
A-26 Invader Wheels & Paint
Mask

This is a set of replacement
‘weighted’ wheels for the main and
nose legs plus die-cut vinyl masks
to help you paint the hubs.
Designed for: laleri kit

Material: R

Price Guide- £2 30

1:48 4295
F/A-18BE Cockpit

1:72 7155
F-1GA/B Exhaust Nozzle

This new exhaust nozzle is a direct
replacement for the kit part and
comprises the main exhaust as five

, resin parts and the afterburner ring

as a photo-etched component.
Designed for: Hasegawa kit
Material: R

Price Guide: £4.50

1:48 4282
F/A-1BE Wheel Bays

This is a set of highly detailed main
and nose wheel bays for the Super
Harnet which are direct replace-
ments for these elements in the kit.
Each is a single resin component
with amazing amounts of moulded
detail plus two photo-etched parts
to make up the webs inside each of
the main bays.

Designed for: Hasegawa kit
Material: R, PE

Price Guide: £7.25

A-TE Wheel Bays

1:48 4288
Focke-Wulf Fw I90A-8/F-8
Wheel Bay

This new wheel bay insert is a direct
replacement for the area in the kit
and all you will have to do is first
remove the moulded web from the
front of the bay area in the lower
wing. Included as separate parts are
both inboard cannon barrels and
the support rod visible in the centre
of the well.

Designed for: Tamiya kit

Material: R

Price Guide: ETBA

This is one of Aires’ usual high quality replacement cockpits made up of the
tub, separate ejection seat, sidewalls, rear upper decking, instrument panel

and coaming and all the smaller details in resin, and two-dimensional items

like the seat harness, rudder pedals, canopy sills, canopy frames and instru-
ment panel facias all in photo-etched.

Designed for: Hasegawa kit

Material: R, PE

Price Guide: £9.10

This set of wheel bays is a direct replacement for those in the kit and they
come complete with separate undercarriage doors and associated linkage.
The level of additional detailing in each of them is stunning; you have 1o see
it 1o believe it!

Designed for: Trumpeter kit

Matarial: R

Prica Guide: E16.70

The Aires range is excellent, with a wide range of sets and superb production and presentation. This latest batch is no exception and can therefore be highly recom-

mended to all. Our thanks to Aires for supplying the review samples.
Available from: www aires.cz
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ccessories

atest product information for Scale Aircraft Modellers

Focke-Wulf Fw 200 Wheels &
Mask

Position Lights and
Anti-collision Beacons

O Ol O * O atfis Ot 5 e #
replacement ‘weighted’ wheels plus various shaped lights, eachina
die-cut vinyl masks to help you different colour (clear, red, green or
paint the hubs. blue) and affering a total of
ﬂ[imnur.{ far Tru'mpﬂhtr kit seventy-two separate ifems.
Material: R Designed lor: N/A
Price Guide: £5 40 Material: R

Price Guide: £5.40

1:32 2057
LTV A-7D Corsair Cockpit Set

This complete cockpit update includes the ‘tub’, ESCAPAC ejection seat, con-
trol column, instrument panel and coaming and the lower hinged framework of
the canopy, all in resin. The rest of the parts come as photo-etched, including
the HUD frame, instrument panel, seat belts with separate buckles, rudder
pedals and rearview mirrors,

Designed lor: Trumpeter kit

Material: R, PE

Price Guide: E16.70

Hippo Models, Czech Republic (www.sweb.cz/hippomodels| / Available from Hannants (UK)

Known for their WWI related kits, these are the first in a new series of accessories for the same subject matter

1:48
WWI Bombs & accessories for German Attack Planes

This little set offers twenty-four fragmentation bombs along with both interior
and exterior racks to store them on the planes. This type of bomb was used
throughout WWI by the German air force, on types like the Roland CL.II etc.
Designed for: N/A

Material: R

Price Guide: ETBA

Hippo Madels are already known for their resin kits, but these are the first
accessories from them. They are actually produced by Aires and are packaged
much like the Calibre 35 range, their quality is excellent and they can be recom-
mended to all. Our thanks to Hippo Models for supplying the review samples.

1:48 X
WWI German Refuelling Set

This resin set offers the wheeled cart used by German forces in WWI to refuel
aircraft. It basically comprises a fuel drum on spoked wheels, with a hand
pump fitted on top. All you need to build it is supplied, with the exception of a

suitable length of ‘hose’ to add to the pump.
Designed lar: N/A

Material: R

Price Guide: ETHBA
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Eduard, Czech Republic [www.eduard.com| / Available from Hannants & LSA Maodels (UK) and Squadron (USA)
As usual, this month sees another new batch of photo-etched detail sets and paint masks from Eduard, so here is a rundown of what is now on offer.
Photo Eiched 1:72 Zoom’ Series

$528I Fiat CR.42 Falco [Pre-painted] (Italeri) Price
Guide: £3.70

Photo-Etched 1:48 Series

48-534 B-17G Flying Fortress Engines (Revell/
Maonogram) Price Guide: £8.75

49-339 Heinkel He I62A-2 Spatz [Pre-painted]
(Tamiya) Price Guide: £13.50

49-340 McDD RF-4C Phantom [Pre-painted]
(Hasegawa) Price Guide: £15.50
49-343 Focke-Wulf Fw I90F-8 [Pre-painted]

49-349 Curtiss SB2C-4 Helldiver Interior [Pre-paimt-
ed] (Revell-Monogram) Price Guide: £15.50

Photo Etched 1:48 ‘Big-ED’ Series

BIG 48-64 Grumman 0OV-ID Mohawk (Roden) Price
Guide: £33.80

Includes: EXO77 Canopy & Wheel Masks, 48-479 QV-
IA/D Wheel Well & Undercarriage Detail Set, 48-536
Exterior Detall Set, 48-009 Remove Before Flight Tags
[Pre-painted] & 49-295 Interior Detail Set [Pre-painted]
BIG 48-65 WWII Seat Belt Set - Axis Price Guide: £21.60
Includes: 48-002 Luftwaffe WWII Fighters [Pre-
painted], 49-0033 Luftwatfe WWII Bombers L .
[Pre-painted], 49-004 Imperial Japanese Navy o . UT FLEKIBLE
[Pre-painted), 48-005 Imperial Japanese Army " E FLAS y - o
[Pre-painted] & Italian [Pre-painted]

Key
Photo Etched 1:32 Series R - Resin
32-573 LTV A-70 Interior [Pre-painted] (Trumpeter) PE - Photostched metal |with or w/o acetate film
Price Guide: £15.50 VF - Vacformed Plastic
32-574 LTV A-7D ESCAPAC IC-2 Ejection Seat Detail V™ - Selladhesive Vinyl Paint Mask (Die cut
Set [Pre-painted] (Trumpeter) Price Guide: £5.60 3  —

32-576 LTV A-7D Avionics [Pre-painted]
(Trumpeter) Price Guide: £10.50

32-577 LTV A-TD Exterior [Pre-painted] (Trumpeter)
Price Guide: £15.50

Photo-Etched 1:32 ‘Big ED’ Series

BIG 32-36 Curtiss P-40B Tomahawk (Trumpeter)
Price Guide: £233.99

Includes: JX044 Canopy & Wheel Masks, 32-150
Interior Detail Set [Pre-painted], 32-151 Landing
Flaps, 32-553 Exterior Detail Set

BIG 32-40 LTV A-7E Corsair/ESCAPAC 1G-2
(Trumpeter) Price Guide: £63.99

Includes: JXOS5I Canopy & Wheel Masks, 32-156
Armament, 32-501 Remove before Flight Tags
[Pre-painted], 32-558 ESCAPAC IG-2 Ejection Seat
[Pre-painted], 32-562 Interior Detail Set
[Pre-painted], 32-565 Avionics [Pre-painted],
32-566 Exterior Detail Set [Pre-painted)
Note: All mask sets included in the Big Ed sets are
Kabuki tape.

Photo-Etched 1:24 Series

23-005 Sea Belts RAF WWII [Pre-painted]
Price Guide: £5.60

23-006 Sea Belts RAF WWII Late [Pre-painted]
Price Guide: £5.60
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new releases

| AirDOC, German
Available in UK from: Hannants

1:48 ADM480I3 LTV A-7E Corsair Il - Atlantic

Fleet Squadrons

» BuMo 158835, VA-12 ‘Clinchers’, USS Dwight 0. Eisenhawer,
Lebranan, November 1983(0CG/LCG)

« BuMNo. 157485, VA-37 ‘Bulls’, USS Forrestal, NAS Cecil Field,
1985 (DCG/LCS)

+ BuMNo, 157541, VA-66 Waldomen', USS Dwight D. Eisenhower,
Lebanon, November 1983

« BuNo.I57566, VA-B7 ‘Galden Warriors', USS Independence,
Grenada, October 1983 (DCG/LCG)

+ BuMo.160G6S, VAI-05 ‘Gunslingers’, NAS Fallon, November
1985 (DCG/LCE)

+ BuMNo 159285, VA-72 Blue Hawks', USS John F. Kennedy, dur-
ing Dperation Desert Storm in January 1991 (DCG/LCEG)

Colour Key: DCG - Dark Compass Grey, LCG - Light Compass Grey
Designed for: Hasegawa kit

Price Guide: £9 45

1:48 ADM4BO0I4 LTV A-TE Corsair Il - Pacific

Fleet Squadrons

« BuNo.159833, VA-22 Fighting Redcocks', USS Enterprise,
Strait of Hormuz, 1988 (DCG/LCG)

« BuNo 159281, VA-27 ‘Royal Maces', USS Carl Vinson, 1988
(DCGALE)

* BuNo 160544, VA-33 "Ravens’, USS Midway, 1986 (DCG/LCG)
« BuNo 15158021, VA-87 ‘Warhawks’, NAS Fallon. 1985
(DCGALLE)

« BuMNo.I57615, VA-147 ‘Argonauts’, USS Kitty Hawk, 1983
(DCG/LLE)

+ BuMo.158011, VA-192 'Golden Dragons', USS Ranger, 1983
(DCG/LCG)

* BuMo, 157523, VA-195 ‘Dambusters’, NAF Atsugi, Japan, 1983
(DCE/LCE)

Calour Key: DCG - Dark Compass Grey, LCG - Light Compass Grey
Designed for: Hasegawa kit

Price Guide: £10.95

I:48 ADM480I5 LTV A-7B Corsair Il - VA-2I5

‘Barn Owls’

« BuMNo. 154454, VA-215 'Barn Owls’, USS Oriskany, 1974
(LGG/GW)

+ BuNo, 154381, CAG alrcrafr, VA-215 Barn Owls’, USS Driskany,
1974 (LGG/GW)

» BuNo. 154463, VA-215 ‘Barn Owls’, USS Theodore Roosevelr,
1977 (LGG/GW)

Colour Key; LGG - Light Gull Gray, GW - Gloss White

Designed for: Hasegawa kit

Price Guide: £8,99
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1:48 ADM480I16 LTV A-TE Corsair Il - US Air

National Guard

* 5/No. 72-0896, 120th TFS, 140th TFW, Colorado ANG, Buckley
ANGB, 1978 (T/DG/FG/LG)

« §/Mo. 72-0237, 1881h TFS, 150th TFG. New Mexico ANG,
Kirtland AFB. 1978 (T/DG/FG/LG)

« $/No. T0-1039, 125th TFS, [38th TFG. Oklahoma ANG, Tilsa,
1977 (T/DG/FG/LG)

* S/No, T4-I742, |46th TFS, l12rh TFWG Pennsylvania ANG,
Pittsburgh Intemational Airport, 1963 (T/DG/FG/LG)

« §/No. 72-0244, 120th TFS, |40th TFW, Colorado ANG, Nellis
AFB, for Exercise Gunsmoke 1981 (T/DG/FG/LG)

« §/No. T1-0:324, 188th TFS, 150th TFG, New Mexica ANG,
Kirtland AFB, 1984 (DGG/FG)

= 5/Ma. 701028, 125th TFS, 138th TFG, Dklahoma ANG, Tulsa,
1985 (DGG/FG)

= 5/No. 70-1049, 146th TFS, 112th TFG, Pennsylvania ANG,
Pittsburgh International Airport, 1983 (DGG/FE)

= §/No. 71-0341,120th TFS, 0th TFG. Colorado ANG, Buckley
ANGH, 1990 (GG/MG)

« §/No. 69-6222, “Scrappy’, 162nd TFS, [78th TFG. Ohia ANG,
Springfield Municipal Airport, 1991 (6G/MG)

= 5/Na. TI-0341,120th TFS, 140th TFG. Colorado ANG, Buckiey
ANGB, 1990 (GG/MG)

« §/No. 72-0225, 1881th TFS, I50th TFW, New Mexico ANG. Cairo
West, Egypt, Exercise Bright Star, 1981 (T/DG/FG/LG)

= 5/No. 72-0243, 120th TFS, 140th TFG, Colorada ANG, Nellis
AFB, Exercise Gunsmoke, 1981 (DGG/FG)

« S/No. 75-0388, 188th TFS, 150th TFG, New Mexico ANG, Nellis
AFB, Exercise Gunsmoke, 1991 (GG/MG)

Colowr Key: T - Tan FS30219, OG - Dark Green FS 34102,

FG - Forest Green FS 34079, LG - Light Grey FS 365622,

DGG - Dark Gunship Grey FS 3608!, GG - Gunship Grey FS 26118,
Medium Grey FS 26270

Designed for: Hasegawa kit

Price Guide: £11.99

Verdicr: All of these sheets are excellent with
the former being produced by Microscale, and
the remainder being made by Cartograf, so you
can be assured of their quality. The full-colour
instructions are very useful and complete with
Federal Standard numbers for all the colours.
Our thanks go to AirDOC for the review sam-
ples.

FOR: SEE REVIEWS

AIRMD, Poland [www.jadar.com pl]

Available from: Manufacturer

1:72 72402 1586 Special Duty Flight

« H.P. Halifax Mk Il Series la, LL252, GReL based at Brindisi, haly
in 1944 (DG/DE/N)

« H.P. Halifax Mk Il Series la, JO319, GR=A, based at Brindisi,
Italy in 1944 (DG/DE/N)

= Consolidated Liberator B Mk VI, EVS78, GR=R based at
Brindisi, aly in 1944 (OD/NG)

Colour Key: DG - Dark Green, DE - Dark Earth, N - Night (Black),
Designed for: Matchbox/Revell it

Price Guide: £TBA

Verdict: There was a time when we scrabbled
about looking for interesting RAF related
schemes, but with the likes of AIRMO we are
now spoilt for choice! This sheet is excellent
and is well printed with good colour density. It
can certainly be recommended to all RAF fans
and our thanks to Jadar-Model for the review

sample

BEST BUY &L /811

FOR: MATCHBOX (REVELL) KIT
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Available in UK from: Hannants

1:48 48-015 North American P-5I

= P-510-15-NA, S/No.44-15459, HL-B, ‘American Beauty/Lovely

Lila’ flown by Capt John Voll of the 308th FS,

1:48 48-014 Republic P-47D Thunderbolt Part 5 Severe, ol i Nevember 1344 (WOO)

« P-470-30, §/No.44-20514, GO-U, ‘Wee Speck’, flown by Capt.
Lowell Brugland of the 355th FS, 354th FG based at Rosiéres-en-
Haye, France in December 1944 (NM/0D/LB)

* P-47D-30-RE. 5/No.44-20480, AJ-K, The Mad Pole’, flown by
Lt Robert J. Kiopotek of the 356th FS, 354th FG based at Rosieres-
en-Haye, France in December 1944 (NM/OD/W/B)

= P-4TD-28-RA, S/No. 42-29180, ‘Pally’, flown by Lt Chuck A.
Oimsved of the 353rd FS, 354th FG based at Rosiéres-en-Haye,
France in December 1944 (NM/OD/Y)

Colour Key: NM - Matural Metal, 00 - Olive Drab, LB - Light Blue,
W - White, B - Black, Y - Yellow

Wretham in February/March 1945 (NM/0D/G)

September to November 1944 (NM/OD/R)

DOkinawa, Japan in August 1945 (NM/0D/B)

Designed for: Tamiya kit B - Black ;
Price “£9£ Designed for: Tamiya kits
Price Guide: £9 50

Techmod, Poland (www.techmod.com.pl)

» P-5ID-10-NA, 5/No.44-14733, CS-L, ‘Daddy’s Girl", flown by
Capt. Raymond Wetmore of the 370th FS, 359th FG based af East

—
- i m|
Mustang Part | Verdict: Bath of the above shests are excellent. The colour

instructions have comprehensive notes and when the manufacturer
has assumed something. due mainly 1o a lack of photographic
evidence, they have said so. Modellers in the UK could obtain this
range from Hannants, while all other worldwide enquiries should be
made directly to the manutacturer. Our thanks to Lifelike Decals for
the review samples.

st FG based at San

» P-5I0-10-NA, 5/No.44-14570, WD-D, Thunder Bird', flown
by Capt. Ted Lines of the 335th FS, 4th FG based ai Debden in

* P-5IK-10-NT, 5/ND.44-12017, 'Mrs Bonnie’, flown by Lt Col.
Bill Dunham the Deputy CO of the 348th FG based at Le Shima,

Colour Key: NM - Natural Metal, 00 - Dlive Drab, R - fled, G - Green,

2y 410/10

FOR: SEE REVIEWS

Available in UK from: Hannants

We can cover this batch all in one, a5 all the sheets cover the same
subjects, just in different styles and sizes. Created in association with
wel-known Finnish Air Force historian Kari Stenman, Techmod have
now produced the following sheets of Finnish national insignia and serial
numbers covering the 1934-1945 period. The roundels come in 1010mn,
940mm, B60mm, 790mm, 650mm and 580mm equivalent diameters
and the serial numbers in 350mm, 275mm, 250mm, 225mm and 220mm
heights. The roundeks come on grey or white backgrounds, while the ser-
als are offered on each sheet in black, green or white, In each scale, each
pack containg one sheet of roundels and two sheets of serials.

instance the instructions confain a

Verdict: Techmod always produce good sheets, each
with excellent printing and colour density. In this

BEST BUY '/}

FOR: SEE REVIEWS

lot of techni-

cal information about the correct location of the
roundels and codes, so this will leave the model-
ler in no doubt. It is good to see Finnish subjects
being covered in this manner, especially in all three
main scales, and they can be highly recommended
to all, Qur thanks to Techmod for the review

I:72 72130 Finnish Air Force Swastikas and Serials ,.;'-_‘-.'-.“'g.?( %
193445 et = =
This sheet has both white and grey backgrounds to the roundels ;"3’;‘1:*.';:" E‘;:ﬁl T - : -
. g w egets” - DENK :
l.wﬁnmnmmmm 53;-:::3., <o ‘:’:‘4*.;%%5'%' B Y Y s w
Serials 1934-45 sehe® " Bedly ABCEN Y %R
This shet has oy whiebackggounds 1o the roundels - X4 .. o % ’«g%r‘é};é fi‘:%i;? $i th Hh R W
I:48 48074 Finnish Air Force Swastikas and EL .. .: 5 AU LR R MR
Serials 1934-45 Qe 3 B0k 1o [T T =
This sheet has only grey backgrounds to the roundels oogfﬁ%,_g%u{. . . W% " iy Hh _ % L
1:32 32022 Finnish Air Force Swastikas and Fnie @0 @ | C R ReR
Serials 1934-45 *%%ﬁ.‘%éé;; X th %
msmrmuwm_uwmmmm .\%%;., 'ie.f'.- Sty ——
1:32 32023 Finnish Air Force Swastikas and e B3 : 8
Serials 1934-45 "%
This sheet has only grey backgrounds fo the roundels W Wt

W, By

\%:‘ .‘.2




b 0 0 k S If you would like to have your aviation or modelling titles reviewed here, send
copies along to the editorial address and we will be delighted to review them

By M.D. Hill & J.R. Beitling
Schiffer Publications Ltd
ISBN: 0-7643-2423-3
Price Guide: £49.95 ($59.95)

« |60-page, A4, hardback with separate dust jacket
* English

» www.schifferbooks.com

This is one of Schiffer's historical titles dealing with a specific squadron

or group, like the one on the 467th BG we reviewed in Issue . In this
instance though it not only looks at a specific group, the 49th Bomb Wing, it
also looks at the use of a specific aircraft by that group, the B-24 Liberator.
Because in this case the 49th BG has squadrons within it, the coverage is split
15 daal with sach in turn, thus covering tha 4Blet Bomhb Groun then the ARlet

 ucar "llll GELTE R TR, llll-lﬂ HU'H g, MW TTWATS MW R W
and finally the 484th. With |60 pages this is a detailed account of the Group
and the first chapter sets the scene by looking at the history of the 49th BG
as a whole. The chapters that follow this are a mix of narrative dealing in brief
with the history of the unit and a detailed list of each B-24 it operated, com-
plete with details of its entire service history with the Group. The final section
in the title is a nice photographic collection showing images from all three
Groups, most of them whilst on a mission, on return from a mission, or having
crashed.

Verdict: If you are interested in WWII USAAF bomber operations or the B-24 in
general then this title is one you will want to consider. It is packed with
both narrative and photographic information that is just so useful to
the modeller.

SUPPLIED BY: THANKS TO BUSHWOOD BOOKS

Republic P-47 Thunderholt Vol.IIl
by T. Szlagor

Kagero

ISBN: 83-60445-07-9

Price Guide: £11.99

*» Monograph No.24

* 124-page, A4, laminated card cover
* Polish & English

» www.kagero.pl

[:Foltowmg on from their previous coverage of the P-47 (see Issue
this third volume deals with operations in Europe from the

Normandy landings through to the end of the war. It is mainly nar-

rative, split 50/50 on each page between Polish and English, with

all photo captions also offered in both languages. The text charts

the operational use of the P-47D throughout the period, with details

of sorties as well as changes in unit deployment. This is thoroughly

illustrated with a mass of period images. The latter section of the fitle

includes pages of 1:48 plans that include the P-47D-30 and 40 as well

as the M-I, N-1, N-I5, N-20 & N-25. The P-47D-30 set is offered in a

foldout format. Once again this is followed by side profiles that show

the changes in the airframe from the D-30 through to the N-25 and

three pages of colour profiles follow this. As no decals are included

in this volume you get a set of die-cut self-adhesive masks for D-Day,

stripes and the canopy in both 1:48 and 1:.72.

Verdict: This series from Kagero is excellent and ideal for the modeller. H.AT]HE

The information, photos and scale plans coupled with the ‘freebie’ make it

one that we can recommend to all fans of the Jug" SUPPLIED BY: THANKS T0 KAGERD
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Heinkel He 111
by M. Griehl
AirDOC Publications
ISBN: 3-935687-43-5
Price Guide: 16.00
* WWII Combat Aircraft Photo Archive No.4
= 56-page, A4, laminated card cover
* German & English

Following on from their title on the Do I7 that

we reviewed in Issue |13, AirDOC have now
released this new one covering the early versions
of the He lIl. It deals with the A to G and J ver-
sions and comes in the usual format with the text
split 50/50 on each page between English and
German. All photo and profile captions are also
in both languages and the narrative begins by
looking at the development of the He |1l design
and then goes on to chart its service use along
with details of each sub-variant. This fills the first
eleven pages, but the rest of the book is packed
full of clear black and white period images. These
are set in chronological order, starting with a few
shots of the prototype then going on to look at
the type's use by Lufthansa, then in Spain and
finally with the Luftwaffe in the immediate pre-
and early-war periods. Interspersed within the
main body of the book are a couple of pages of
colour side profiles.
Verdict: This is another excellent title from AirDOC
and a real must for all Luftwaffe fans, as well as
those interested in early versions of the He il or
bomber operations during the Spanish Civil War.

| RATING |21

SUPPLIED BY: THANKS TO AIRDOC PUBLICATIONS

Lockheed-Martin F-16C Fighting Falcon

by J. Manek & T. Zmuda

Kagero

ISBN: B3-60445-05-2

Price Guide: £6.99

* Topshots No.11027

= 50-page, AS landscape, laminated card cover
* Polish & English

= www.kagero.pl >

:]ﬁs with all titles in Kagero's Topshot series the bulk of this one is
photographic, in colour throughout and with all the text and cap-
tions in both Polish and English. As usual the book also contains a sheet
of decals, produced by Techmod, that offer markings in 1:32, 1:48 and
I:72 for what we presume is the projected scheme for the Block 52 Cs
due to be delivered to Poland later this year, as there are no instructions
included? The photographic ‘walk-around’ covers every inch of the air-
frame, with clear images, mostly taken outside, of the radome and radar,
cockpit, undercarriage, tail, vertical fin, wings and tailerons, along with a
good selection of images of the various weapons carried by the rype.
Verdict: With good kits of the F-16 in all three main scales this is certainly
a subject that is of inferest to the modeller. You only need a titie like this

to build, detail or super-detail a model of it in any scale, and we therefore

highly recommend it to all.
s

SUPPLIED BY: THANKS TO KAGER
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b 0 0 k S If you would like to have your aviation or modelling titles reviewed here, send
copies along to the editorial address and we will be gelighted to review them

LTV A-7 Corsair 11

by W. Miinzenmaier

AirDOC Publications i
OO - Aircraft Docisrsstagio .
ISBN: 3-935687-12-5 Post WW Il Cambat Alrcraft Series No. IZ2

Price Guide: DI9.95 RSAIR 1T
* WWII Combat Aircraft Photo Archive No.I2 'L Tv A 7 Cg ity Festtow]

« 72-page, A4, laminated card cover Part F = Th S Y oot

* German & Eng‘hsh ot 1 ”_“.“:,. ; o [Sstvoet Lirtie Lty Fartberd

¥
irvy [Mersmtas Dlesr LIS AV

This is the latest addition to this series from AirDOC,

which looks at USN operations of the A-7 Corsair |1
The narrative covers the deveiopmeni and operaiionai use
of the A-7, along with a detailed description of each version.
The text is split 50/50 on each page between English and
German, with both languages also used for all photo and
profile captions. The photographs are all in colour and are
interspersed with colour profiles and the occasional unit
badge etc. Although the narrative deals with all of the opera-
tional use of the A-7, the supporting images don't, as most
show the type in recent years, so this makes the whole pack-
age seem rather at odds at times. The last section deals with
Corsair operations during Operation Desert Storm, and this
is well illustrated with colour photos form the period, includ-
ing good shots of mission 1allies. The last few pages offer
I:72 plans of the A-7E
Verdict: A very useful title, full to overflowing with colour imag-
es and profiles. As said, a few older images would have given a
better balance, but the usefulness of the images included can’t
be denied, so it is highly recommended to all fans of the SLUF.

SUPPLIED BY: THANKS TO AIRDOC PUBLICATIONS

by A.G. Ruiz, E.S. Flors, A.M. Berlina & P.A. Gimenez
Historie & Collections

ISBN: 2-915239-58-4

Price Guide: £10.95

* Planes & Model Kits No.|

= §2-page, 240mm x 200mm, laminated card cover
* English

= www.historieetcollections.fr

This is the first title in a new series from this French publisher. Once
you get inside the style will seem very familiar and this is because all
the authors are Spanish, so their ‘style’ is recognisable to you from their
other published works. The book itself deals with a specific type, the A
to F Fw 190 in this instance, and you get various levels of build. Each is
extensively illustrated with superh quality photography and there is little in
the way of narrative other than the photo captions. Clever use of artwork
allows stage-by-stage painting guides, showing you how the overall colour
scheme and markings are applied. The odd thing about the title is that it
is back to front, in that the from-the-box build is last and the scratchbuilt
prototype is first, but who cares as the quality of the builds throughout is
superb. |
Verdict: An excellent title and concept for a series. The quality may be well |
above what many of you can or want to achigve, and although the captions
are good they still don't fully describe what the modelier is doing. Overall
though this is an excellent title and one that we can highly recommend to all SUPPLIED BY: THANKS TO CHRIS LLOYD LTD
Luftwaffe fans.
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Fokker E.V/D.VIII
by Thomasz J. Kowalski
Kagero
ISBN: B3-60445-09-5
Price Guide: £6.99

by D. Morris
Sutton Publishing
ISBN: 0-7509-4305-X
Price Guide: £19.99

* Famous Airplanes No.6 > * 208-page, hardback cover
* 46-page, A5 format, laminated card cover /’ = English
* Polish & English e « www.suttonpublishing.co.uk
= www.kagero.pl
Many of you will know of the FAA Museum at Yeovilton in

Following-on from our review of the title on the Albatros D.l to V Somerset, well this new title is all about their Corsair, KD43l,

in this series that we covered in Issue 12 this is the sixth title in which a few years back went lhrough a pammahing almaost forensic,
the series and It deals with the Fokker E.V (D.VII). Tha main bulk of examination of its frue identity, colour and markings. This book charis
the title is narrative, in both languages, with a limited number of period each stage of this, with the text written by David Morris, Curator of
photographs. There are colour profiles in the centre pages (and also Aircraft at the museum and the man in charge of the whole project.
on the back cover) and these include the four machines offered on the The book is packed with data not just about their machine, but alsa
decal sheet that is also included in the book. This sheet is produced by about the Corsair in general and because so much of the images have
Techmod and offers all four options in 1:48 and 1:72. been taken during the wark, they show details of the type that you
Verdict: These are not extensive titles on the subject, but Kagero have simply don't see elsewhere. From a modellers' point of view it is the
included them to allow them to cover those subjects they don't have enough perfect book if you have any inferest in the bent-wing bird, or FAA
for in the larger format series. Overall they offer a neat little package akin to operations of i1,
an “In Action” title and can be recommended to all. Verdict: An excellent title, ideal for the modeller, as just about every inch

of the airframe is covered, and also ideal for
@ those interested in FAA operations of the
' = Carsair during WWII. It also has local fla- |
SUPPLIED BY: THANKS T0 KAGERD i B Q vour for those of you living near Yeovilton |
" A or, like us, near Cranfield in Bedfordshire,
as that is where KD43I ended up for many
N - years after WWII.

Y i
A
—— SUPPLIED BY: THANKS TO SUTTON PUEUSHlHE =

Yakovlev Ya9U & P At e
by Robert Panek
Mushroom Model Publications
ISBN: 83-89450-27-5
Price Guide: £14.00 (UK inc P&P)
* Yellow Series No.GI19
* l12-page, AS, laminated card cove

V1 Arme du Déses
by Y. Delefosse

Lela Presse

ISBN: 2-914017-35-9

Price Guide: §45.00

» Collection Historie de I'Aviation No.I8

» 240-page, A4 format with hardback cover

pir

* French » English
* www.avions-bateaux.com
This new title looks at the development and deployment of the This is the latest addition to the Yellow Series from Mushroom
Fieseler Fi 103 (V1) in WWII and the sites in France used to ini- and it is offered in the usual format combining a mix of narrative
tially launch them against Britain, The narrative, which is in French with walk-around images and colour side profiles. Basically split 25/75,
throughout, is split down to look at the development of the weapon itself the historical element takes up the first 32 pages, and the photos and
at Peenemunde, Operation Hydra, deployment of it in France and the profiles the remainder. The test is concise, with details of each mark as
various sites from which it was launched, Operation Crossbow, further well as their use by a multitude of nations. The photo section covers
development and modifications to the sites, operations from June to two examples preserved in Russia, one of which is outside with most
September 1944 by 155 Flak Regiment, the continuation of the offensive of the cowls off and in pretty poor condition, plus one preserved in
but now air-launched from He Ills and the final development of the VI in Poland. The images are a mix of colour and black and white and there
the Reichenberg format. may be a few period detail images included by the looks of it. There are
Verdict: This is a very inferesting title, limited we grant you by the use of no diagrams from the flight manual this time save for the instrument
French throughout, but nevertheless the diagrams and photos, both period panel and the engine, but the photos are sufficient to clarify areas like
and present day, are all extremely useful. Some of the wartime images are the engine, undercarriage and cockpit interior. The last 27 pages are
well known, but others are not and our eye was taken by the Filﬂ.?unda‘ra all colour profiles, with two to a page. Readers in the UK and Europe
Fw 190, m.m“a ‘what if?' project! Copies of this titie can be obtained can obtain a copy at the above-quoted price from the publisher, while
from The Aviation Book Centre in the UK. those in the USA can find the range at MMD (Sguadron), and those in
ﬁ i Australia may obtain it from Platypus Publications.
—_— . Verdict: The Yak-9 has been produced in I:72 by A-Model and High
ﬁ Planes, plus some versions in 1:48 by ICM, so this title will be very useful

- to modellers. It is highly recommended, and our thanks go to Mushroom
Model Publications for the review samp!e.

RATING

s
. . e e il n
/-——'—-. SUPPLIED BY: THANKS TO MUSHROOM MODEL PUBLICATIONS

RATING

SUPPLIED BY: THANKS TO LELA PHESS
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n e W S I I n e 10 / 2006 - Latest news & information for Scale Aircraft Modellers

B KEY NT - New Tooling, RT - Revised Tooling, RE - Reissue, with or without new decals, PE - Photo-Erched Brass, IM - Injection Moulded Plastic including
- Vac-formed Plastic, WM -

Limited Run, R - Resin, RB - Rubber, VF

News - Just Released

B The below lists kit releases since our last edition. Please note those items with a non-Sterding price (e.g. ¥ = Yen) have been released in that country but are, as yet, not on general

White-metal or Pewter

release in the UK. For all the latest news check out our website at www.modelairplaneinternational.com

vl
bk

Airfix mwmrrﬁmlc £6.99 RE Lid Edition
Airfix 1444 03178 M BAC Il British Caledonian’ £6.99 RE Lid Edifion
Airfix 1144 0470 M Boeing 707 £9.99 RE Lid Edition
Airfix 144 0472 M Boeing Clipper £9.99 RE Lid Edition
Airfix 172 03059 IM Shorts Tucano T Mk | £6.99 AE

Airfix |72 04047 IM__ De Havilland DH 89 Dragon Rapide £999 RE Ex-Heller
Airfix 172 05002 M Bristol Mk 32 Superfreighter £10.99 AE Ltd Edirion
A-Model 172 72049 M KamovKa-62 £9.65 NT

A-Modgei 72 7038 M Hawker Fury Ui ‘Spainish £735 aF
A-Model 172 71240 M Hawker Fury I Yugoslavian £735 RE
Anigrand Craftworks 172 2063 R/PE/VF_Bell YAH-63 attack helicopter £44.10 RE

Azur |72 AIROI IM/R/PE_Potez 637A3 with ventral gondola £15.99 AT

Aaur 148 AD58  IM/R/PE Potez 63l £2730 NT

CMR 72 157 RVF_ lkarus IK2 £2599 NI

Dragon 148 5546 IM/PE_Heinkel He 162 Mistel £2999 AT

Eduard 148 1122 IM/PE__ Sopwith Camel Black Mike £19.70 AE

Eduard 148 8149 IM/PE_ Polikarpov I-I6 Type 24 £15.50 RT
Hasegawa 172 00808 M F-14B Tomcat ' VF-1i Red Rippers £18.99 RE
Hasegawa 172 00809 IM___ F/A-IBF Super Horet 'VFA-ll Red Rippers £13.99 RE
Hasegawa |72 0080 M KawasakiKi-45 Kai Koh Toryu (Nick) £i499 RE
Hasegawa |72 008 M F-i4B Tomcat 'VF-213 Black Lions Last Cruise’ __ £18.99 RE
Hasegawa 1:48 09688 M P-5ID Mustang Yellow Nose £16.99 RE
Hasegawa 148 09689 M A-TE Corsair Il 'VA-192 Golden Dragons’ £2389  RE
Hasegawa 148 09681 M F-14B Tomcat 'VF-32 Swordsmen £3289  RE
Hasegawa 148 09692 M Mitsubishi T-2 CCV' £19.99 RE
Hasegawa 48 09693 IM F/A-IBF Super Hornet 'VFA-2 Bounty Hunters’  £34.99 RE
Hasegawa 148 09694 M F-I04S Starfighter ‘talian Ar Force £1798 RE

Hase 148 09696 IM __RF-4F Phantom Il AGS! Immeimann £2599  RE
Hasegawa |48 09697 IM___ F-14B Tomcat 'VF-143 Pukin Dogs Last Cruise’  £3299  RE
Hasegawa 148 08700 M F-104DJ Starfighter JASDF £1799 RE
Hasegawa 148 09701 IM___ Kawanishi NIKI-Ja Shiden ‘402nd FS £1.99 RE
Hasegawa 148 00702 IM___ P-AOE Warhawk ‘South Pacific Aces £16.99 RE
Hasegawa __ 148 JT91 M Focke-Wull Fw IS0A-4 £16.99 AT
Hasegawa 148 JT92 IM____ P-400 Airacobra £16.09 NT
Hasegawa 148 X4821 M T-3.JrSet £11.99 NT
Hasegawa 132 08167 M Focke Wulf Fw 1900-8 JV44 £2599  RE

High Planes Models 172 7290 IM/R/VF_EE. Canberra T Mk 4 £3000 NI

Italeri 148 2654 M General-Dynamics F-IGA £9.99 RE Ex-Esci
Revell 1200 H263 IM___ Boeing SST PAN AM Supersonic Clipper’ £12.99 RE Lid Edition
Revell 1185 H-206 IM B-47 Bomber £799 RE Ltd Edition
Revell 1168 H-78 IM____ Convair Tradewind £799 RE Lid Edition
Revell L4 W77 M Boeing 747 cutaway with interior £19.99 RE Ltd Edition
Revell 72 04639 M T-66 Texan £3.99 RE

Roden 72 036 M Junkers D.| [short fuselage version] £6.50 NT

Roden 72 054 M Sopwith Camel wo-seat trainer £6.99 RT

Revell 148 04524 IM__ Ryan NYP ‘Spirit of St. Louis’ £12.99 NT

Revell 1148 04456 IM  Northrop F-5E Tiger £9.99 RE

Revell 132 04721 M Hawker Hunter F Mk 6 £2499 AT

Roden 148 429 M Bristol F.2b with Sunbeam Arab engine £16.99 RT

Roden 148 42 M RAFBEI2 £18.99 NT

Roden 132 605 M FokkerFl £2799 RT
Southern Front 148 48001 M LabG 3 Seriesd £11.99 NT
Special Hobby 172 72005 IM/R  Focke-Wulf Zerstorer P Leitwork £1160 AE

Special Hobby 172 72125 IM/R/PE Vultee BSh-I/PS-43 'Vultee V-1l in Soviet Union’ 12,85 AT
Special Hobby 132 32010 IM/R/PE Brewster F2A-2 Buffalo Yellow Wings' £2880 NI
Trumpeter 1444 03904 IM/PE_Tupolev Tu-95MS £2499  NT
Trumpeter 148 IM/PE_ Westiand Wyvern S.4 [Late Version] £2499  NT
Trumpeter 32 02243 IM/PE/RBDouglas SBD-5/A-24B Dauntless £5999 AT

Valom 172 72013 IM/R/PE Supermarine Walrus Mk | £2140 NT

Valom 172 7204 IM/R/PE Seaguil V £21.40 NT

Valom 172 7207 IM/R/PE Douglas TBO-IA fioatplane £19.09 AT




B KEY NT - New Tooling RE - Reissue, with or without new decals RT - Revised Tooling PE - Photo-Etched Brass IM - Injection Moulded Plastic including
Limited Run R - Resin AB - Rubber VF - Vac-formed Plastic WM - White-metal or Pewter

News - Future Releases

M Listed below are some of the new releases and reissues due in the next couple of months both in the UK and elsewhere in the world. For up-to-date news on all the latest releases
visit our website at www.modelairplaneinternational com,

MANUFACTURER _ SCALE ITEM # TYPE _ DESCRIPTION PRICE NOTE

Azur ;72 AIRDI  IM/R/PE Potez 637 £20.75 AT

Aaur 148 ADSI  IM/R/PE Loire 130M £TBA NT

Aur 172 AIROZ IM/R/PE Loire C.130C Colonial Version' EI775 AT

Dragon 148 5504 IM/PE Messerschmitt Me IB38-1a Komet ¥3400  RE

Dragon 148 5509 IM/PE Junkers Ju BBG-6 Nightfighter ¥4600  RE

Dragon I:48 5547 IM/PE  Bachem Ba 349 Natter with launch tower ¥4000 RE

Eduard 48 ROOD3 IM/PE__Polikarpov I-I6 Royal Class’ £93.00  RE

FE Resin M4 068 RVF  Gotha Bo 24271 2400  NT

FE Resin Fi44 068  RVF  Avia S-109 Mazek (Crech) £15 50 T

FE Resin 144 070 RVF__ Dassault Mirage Il BJ £18.25 NI

FE Resin 144 07l RVF__ McDonnell RF-IOIC Voodoo €825  NT

Fine Molds 148 FB43 M KrlO-I Perry ¥2800  NT

Fine Molds 148 FB-M4__ M Ki-I0-ll Kato's Fighter Squadron V2800  NT

Fujimi 172 27036 M HSS-28 Sea King JMSDF ¥I600 AE

Fujimi 72 28012 M F-14B ‘Last Tomcat Red Rippers ¥2800  RE

Fujimi 72 33007 M VH-53VIP' ¥2400  RE

Hasegawa I72__ 00820 IM___F-4F Phantom JG72 Westfalen Special 200/ ¥2800 __RE Oci 2006

Hasegawa 172 M MiG-29 Fulcrum ‘German Special ¥2200  REOct 2006

Hasegawa 172 IM___ F/A-IBC Hornet 'VFA-7 Warhawks' ¥2000  RE Oct 2006

Hasegawa K2 E28 M Martin B-26B Marauder ¥TBA NT 4th Qir

Hasegawa 48 09704 IM__Junkers JuB7D Stuka Romanian Air Force' ___ ¥2600 ___ RE Aug 2006

Hasegawa 148 09705 IM__ Canadair Sabre Mk 5 Canadian AF ¥3400 RE Aug 2006

Hasegawa 14809706 M F-IAG Starfighter 'JBG34 Special ¥2800 A Aug 2006

Hasegawa £48 09707 IM___ P-5ID Mustang Petie’ ¥2400  RE Aug 2006

Hasegawa 148 09708 IM____ Macchi C. 202 Folgore talian Ace ¥2400 RE Aug 2006

Hasegawa [48 08709 IM___ McDD F-4J Colourful Marine Corps ¥3800  RE Oct 2006

Hasegawa |48 08710 M A-4M Skyhawk ‘VMA-3I! Tomeats’ ¥2800 RE Oct 2006

Hasegawa 48 0871l IM__ Nakajma Ki-44-ll Shoki B5th Flight Regiment _ ¥2400 RE Oct 2006

Hasegawa |48 08712 M CF-I04 Starfighter Tiger Meer ¥2400 NT Oct 2006

Hasegawa 1:48 08719 M F-14D Tomcat ‘'VF-2 Bounty Hunters Last Cruise’  ¥4800 RE Aug 2006

Hasegawa 132 0BI6B IM__ Messerschmitt Me 262A Galland ¥3600 RE Sept 2006

Hasegawa 132 ST26 M JunkersJuB7D ¥5600 AT Sept 2006

HR Mode 172 7356 RPE Ao 551/552 £18.25 NT

HA Models 172 7357 RIPE_ CiervaC.8Y £2000  NT

HA Model 72 7358 R/PE__ Phanix C.l Austria’ 81750 NT

LF Models 172 7278 RIPEIVF Messerschmitt Bf I08V-14 £TBA NT

LF Models 1727281 R/PEIVF Caproni-Vizzola F 6 STBA NT

MPM 172 72534 IM/R/PE Gloster Meteor FR Mk 9 STBA NT Sept 2006

MPM 172 72514 IM/R/PE AFJA/SAABBS STBA NT Sept 2005

MPM 7272529 IM/RIPE_Focke-Wulf Fw IB3A Night Fighter £TBA RT Oct 2006 e

MPM 148 48060 IM/R/PE Heinkel He I77A-7 Hi-Tech STBA NT Dec 2006 : '

P 14948055 IM/R/PE Farey Flmar Mk STBA N Dec 2006 .

Omega 7272263 R/PE__Stotinin- Grigorovich M-16 Russia & Estonia 64000 NT o e -

Omega 72 72267 R/PE__Caudron Gl Anzani France & England €575 NT

Omega 72 72268 R/PE__ Caudron G.IIl France & Germany €575 NT ,_

Omega I48 48027 R/PE__ Aviatik 30.27 Austro- Hungarian €5L.75 NT .

PH Model k7272013 R/VF__Blackburn Botha Mk1 4700 NT

Planet Models 148 185 R/VF__CW- 228 MI-KNIL and Japanese Marking’ €400 AT :
172 72132 IM/R/PE_XP-56 Black Bullet ‘Second f £TBA AT Sept 2005 -

Special Hobby I72__ 72120 _IM/R/PE_North American F-86H Sabre Hog STBA NT Sept 2006 Planat Madels #CW-228

Special Hobby 72 72123 IM/RIPE Junkers JuB7A Stuka Anton’ STBA NT Sept 2006

Special Hobby 72 7202 IM/RIPE Lockheed C-80 Lodestar £TBA NT Oct 2006

Special Hobby 72 72074 IM/R/PE Avro Anson Mk | £TBA NT Nov 2006

Special Hobby 48 48067 IM/R/PE Arado Ar 96A £TBA RT Sept 2006

Special Hobby 48 48069 IM/R/PE Fairey Barracuda Mk V £TBA AT Sept 2006

Special Hobby 148 48066 IM/R/PE Fiat G.55 Serie | STBA NT Oct 2006

Special Hobby 148 48045 IM/R/PE Fairey Albacore Mk STBA NT Nov 2006 b

Special Hobby 148 48049 IM/RIPE Goodyear F26-1/2 Super Corsair STBA _ NTNov2008 P‘

Trumpeter 172 01629 M Fairey Gannet AS Mk /4 ¥3800  NT Oct 2006 >

Spocial Hobby #72123 Ju 87A
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Air-Mail, ADH Publishing, Doolittle Mill, Doolittle Lane,

Totternhoe, Bedfordshire, LUG IOX.
Email: editorial@modelairplaneinternational.com

The views expressed here are not necessarily those of the editor or publisher. Letters may be edited for publication

More ‘kwikies’

As you will appreciate, what we cover in MAI each month is
very much dictated by what has been released, however, we
are in a bit of a glut at present, especially from the limited-
run side of the hobby. Space restrictions mean that we can't,
as yet, do full build features on as many of the new kits as we
would like, but I would like to expand our coverage by doing
mare and more of these kits in our Kwik Build format. We
already have an excellent team doing this, but you can always
do with more, so what | will use this month’s editorial for is to
ask if there are any of you out there who feel they would like
to undertake this work? You can be anywhere in the world, but
need to have the capacity to meet our requirements as far as
presentation goes, and this ultimately includes high quality
photography of your completed work if you are too far away to
bring the models to us. As vou will appreciate certain genres
are already over-subscribed (1:48 WWII and 1:32), but I would
be interested in those of you who can build other scales and
subjects as there are certainly a lot of new items out there, so
we can keep vou busy!

So, if any of you are interested please get in touch with me,
either via email (editorial@modelairplaneinternational.com) or
in writing via the ADH office,

Richard A. Franks - Editor, Model Airplane International

W BECOME A CONTRIBUTOR?

If any of you out there would like to contribute to MA, either
undertaking Kwik Builds or writing main feature articles, then please
do get in touch with the editor, either via email at
editorial@modelairplaneinternational.com or in writing via the
ADH office.

best investments I've made in the

Letter of the Month

ll’hm%ﬁ;ﬂw&-&am

SPONSORED BY ACADEMY.

The selected letter each month will receive an aircraft kit from the J1.1¥ .11/}
Academy range courtesy of Academy and their UK importer, Toyway. F===rmis
P-47M COLOURS

Dear Richard

| have just read with much joy the build feature by Steve Evans on
Tamiya's 1:48 P-47M (Issue 10). Steve, and other non-Thunderbolt fans,
may be interested to know that the 56th Fighter Group, which was the
only group not to swap the P-47 for the P-5I, exclusively operated the M
model. In fact the total production run went to the 56th with exception
possibly of the first couple. The three squadrons in the group each had a
different colour for camouflage after the Ms entered service and had all
the teething problems sorted out. The Blst (coded ‘HV') wore the ‘black’
scheme, the B2nd (‘LM’) had green/grey (probably using RAF Ocean
Grey and Dark Green) and the 63rd (‘'UN’) the two-tone blues. It is a pity
that Tamiya did not include the green/grey option too, | feel. It appears
the red/black cowl on Steve's model depicts an aircraft that borrowed

a spare cowling set from the Blst FS. The comments about the oversize
stars 'n’ bars on the wing lower surfaces by Steve are quite right, but the
kit instructions are wrong in their application. It does seem that Tamiya
may have erred by suggesting only one on the lower starboard wing. It
was quite common for all Thunderbolts in the European theatre fo be
marked with two insignias to distinguish them from the Fwi90. There is
a wealth of information out there on P-47s and their markings, so fur-
ther research is always the best way to go.

The feature has inspired me tremendously to dig deep into my
wallet ('melt’ the credit card) and get hold of the kit. Particularly as
the Wolfpack is one of my favourite groups and its exploits are always
a good read, especially the late Roger Freeman's title "Wolfpack
Warriors' as it explains in great detail the P-47M, its problems and
how the group came about its choice of bizarre camoufiage schemes.
Paul Janicki.

Ed Says: Thanks Paul, this is one of a number of such comments about
this subject. | can't run them all here, as one is about seven pages long,
but it would seem that the Gist FS machines were black, but with a dis-
tinctive ‘purple’ hue to them. It is nice fo see that a build feature encour-
aged people to go out and obtain the model, as this is what this magazine
is all abour - mmrmmmpwmww

-. oo
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ADVERTISEMENT SATISFACTION
Dear Mr Franks

In your January 2006 (lssue 6) edi-
tion, on page 82 under the Editor’s
Choice banner, you ran a wee blurb
regarding Little-cars.com’s 20-
piece dental burr set for £5.00.
This message is to thank you for
that tip (among others) and to let
you and maybe your readership know
that it was and remains one of the

way of modelling tools. | would also
like to point out that Little-car's cus-
tomer service is, like yours, without
equal. I'm more than satisfied with
this product, its quality and the serv-
ice | received, and at the heart of it
all I'm quite grateful for your Editor’s
Choice column. That Acu-lite is next!
Just another in the long list of why
MAI is such a great publication.
Richard A. Nelson

Ed Says: Glad that once again MA/
has been able to help you in pursuing
the hobby. It is so difficult to wade

some use. The product reviews, special  a model P450 and the one normally

features and Editor's Choice are just used for panel lines, etc?

our way of frying to bring such products ~ David Bailey.

fo your attention, and | am delighted

to hear that you received such quality Ed Says: As far as we can deter-

service from Little-cars.com. mine, the P450 is no longer
imparted and it also seems that it

OLFA CUTTER may no longer be on Olfa’s stock

| have seen several references to list? We have dug a little further

the use of this tool in the model and discovered that the scribing

press recently, and wonder if any- tool currently marketed by Tamiya

one knows where to get replace- (#74015) is identical to the P450

ment blades? | have looked at Olfa’s  as far as the blade goes, so you

website and tried several mail order  can use the Tamiya spare blades in

houses, without success. All | could  your Olfa cutter. Check with your

obtain were cutter blades of the local Tamiya stockist for price and

same shape, but three times as big availability.

as | wanted for my holder, which is



next issue

So, what have we planned for next month’s edition? On Sale 26th October 2006

Sukhoi's Swinger
Steve A. Evans builds and
updates the Kopro 1:48

Su-22M-4

Basketweave Bomber
The first of our looks at the Trumpeter 1:48
Wellington, with Jamie Haggo building it from
the box

Zing Lear
Mike Grant completes the Hasegawa 1:48 Gates Learjet in

Richard J. Caruana colourful JMSDF livery

colour profiles with all

our main features Plus all the latest news and kit, accessory, decal and book reviews.
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1 have certainly bought a lot of 1:48 kits of late,
D ihose ifai | ave aciually compieied are an
1:72 (Revell Junkers FI13. Academy Holldiver &
Revell Walrus), how odd?

BUILD IT VS. BUY IT?

Buying or building the age-old question in our hobby? So which are you, modeller, or shopper?

n recent months | have touched on

all aspects of our hobby, from our
buying habits through to our building
habits, but what about one versus

the other? Recently it became more and
more apparent to me, that | had actually
completed more 1:72 projects than 1:48,
and in a conversation with a friend he
made it clear that although he had bought
a number of 1:48 kits in the last |12 months,
all his actual completed builds had been
from 1:72 kits. An odd situation, well maybe
not, as | have said previously the smaller
scales nowadays are no longer the domain
of the sad 40+ year old tooling. Since
about the mid-1990s we have been steadily
gerting more and more high quality kits

in 1:72. Hasegawa set the ball rolling with
their lovely kits of the MS.406 etc and
Tamiya followed this with their scaling-
down of 1:48 subjects to 1:72, and then
Revell and Academy started to turn out one
excellent 1:72 kit after another. Looking at
the likes of the Revell Hawker Hunter and
Academy LTV F-BE Crusader and Curtiss
Helldiver, you have got 1o admit that 1:72
seems to have come of age in the last 4-6
years. In the last couple of years everyone
seams to be fixated on all the huge kirs
being produced, not only large scales (1:32
and 1:24), but large subjects in smaller
scales (Tu-160 erc). As a result the run-of-

THINGS TO DO...

With the summer now passing, the show
season is into ita second wind, so before
our naxt adition you have the last air show
for 2006 at the IWM Duxford on the Bth

October and the excellent Autumn Model
Show at the FAA Muscum, Yeovilton on the
21t October. For more detalls on the former
visit www. iwm.org.uk and with the latter
either call 01935 842614 or visit
www.fleatairarm.com
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the-mill 1:72 subjects seem to have paled,
but | don't think the sales have, how many
of the 1:72 kits mentioned above do you find
languishing on the shelves in model shops?
| admit to having had a bir of a renaissance
with 1:72, but this has been brought about
by the quality of what is now out there. It
iz a mix of my childhood memories of the
excitement brought about by a Matchbox
kit, now coupled with the fact that | am not
disappointed by the realisation rhat that kit
is 30+ years old and very basic, because
nowadays | have a brand-new series of

kits in the scale that meet my expectations
as an adult modeller. Of course smaller
scales in relation to the bigger ones have
an added benefit, they cost less! When |
started earning a living in my late teens

| recall being about to buy 1172 kits at
around the £2 mark, well 20+ years later

| can now buy even better quality stuff ar
£5-8! Don’t get me wrong, some subjects
look so much better larger, the Hawker
Hunter | always felt looked ‘something or

nothing' in 1:48, but lovely in 1:32, well now
| also think it looks beautiful in 1:72, but
only because we have an up-to-date kit of
it at last. As modellers, as our experience
grows so do our expectations and with this
comes a need to have kits that match those
requirements, which is why | personally
think as a group we modellers can be happy
building 40+ year old kits, singing their
virtues, while ar the same time another
bunch will turn their noses up at them and
only want what is new!

So, as the therapist says, "are you having
any.. problems?” are you buying and not
building, or buying in both scales but only
building in one? It has just got me fascinat-
ed to know what is actually being built in
bulk and in what scales and of what subject
etc? Also, | wonder how many conversions,
corrections and updates are actually builr,
instead of being bought and put on the pile
to do, "‘one day'...7

Richard A. Franks
Editor - Model Airplane International

Rivet, Rivet!

decals@mikegrantdecals.com.

EDITOR’S CHOICE

Mike Grant Decals in Canada have always been innova-

tive in their products, and their latest one will certain

be of great interest to a lot of modellers. The product

is a set of two sheets of decals, one silver and one dark

grey, of rivets (#MG RVTS). Yes, you heard us right,

decal rivets! Each A5 sheet offers these in combinations

of long lines, various radius curves plus round, oval and

square access covers. Thankfully they are all screen- ]
printed, so each has its own area of carrier film etc as

they would have been a nightmare done as ALPS with

continual carrier! A lot of modellers prefer to use these decal rivets, especially on smaller
scale subjects, or to simply replace areas of rivets that have been lost by sanding without the
need to try and re-engrave them. For more details visit www.mikegrantdecals.com or email
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Absolute Zero

The Japanese Zero was widely feared and respected by friend, foe and all
who came into contact with it. Mitsubishi engineer Jiro Horikoshi and his
team struggled mightily to produce a plane that fulfilled the Navy's strict
conditions, with their Zero Fighter finally debuting in 1940. The Model 21
was designed for shipboard use, and featured tailhook, ADF homing
equipment, and 500mm folding wingtips. With its superb maneuverability,
extremely long range and powerful 20mm cannon, the Model 21
overwhelmed foes in skies across East Asia during the early World War Il era.

Ilealrsum!i-p replicated Sakae type 12 engine and  Bath folded and straight wingtips can be used
exquisitely detailed cockpit interior interchangeably even after assembly

The Definitive Zero Model

The A6M2b Model 21 Zero is now available as a large 1/32 scale assembly
model from Tamiya. The successor to the 1/32 Model 52 Zero, this kit
features a full range of new parts to depict the Model 21 distinctive form.
The elegant, sweeping wing and fuselage lines and subtly curving engine
cowling offer faithful reproductions of the original. Tamiya attention to
quality is evident in the accurate depiction of rivets and surface texture.
incredibly high detail depicts the Nakajima “Sakae” engine and fully
modeled cockpit interior. Bath folded and extended wing tips are included,
and can be used interchangeably to further increase display options

Includes standing and Comes with dispiay stand
seated pilot figures
BUILD A PIECE OF HISTORY

-

i

Features moveable
landing gear,
rudder and flaps

wi2 %MS Zeo Model 52 (Zeke
(htem 60309)

Durable metal parts : ' .-——"“———-7_&— 1 .

depict pitot tube and

landing gear &
sorbers

Owerall length: 283mm

New Color Gray-Green(LIN)
fitilabio as acrylic XF- 76 (B1776)

Accessories [ike wheel

chocks heighten realism paint AS- 25 (B6529)

= T TAMIYA,INC.
includes 7 types of markings for ) WY 3-70NDAWARA SURUGA-KU,
planes involved in Pearl Harbor attack el b amec ) SHIZUOKA 422-B610 JAPAN



