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Ground Equipment (s

from Tamiya

Apart from the Citroén
staff car, the 1:48 series
of vehicles from Tamiya
has mainly concentrated
on AFVs up until now, but
here we have their latest
offering and it is ideal for
the aircraft modeller

ust released by Tamiya in
their Military Miniature
range in this scale is the

German Aircrafi Power Supply Unit
& Kettenkrafirad (#32533/¥1200).
This is the combination of the
Kettenkraftrad we first saw in their
Me 262A-2a kit with a newly tooled
power supply cart, some oil drums,
tool box and a couple of Luftwaffe
ground crewmen.

WRECKS %
RELICS

No not a des

Russia!

The latest addition to the Red Star
series form Midland Publishing is all
about the Beriev jet-powered flying
boats, Set in the usual format this
title is packed with both general and
detail images of the various weird
looking aircraft created by this firm
in the post-war period, It retails

m for for £19.98, so for more details or

to order online visit www.midland-
countiessuperstore.com.

w.midland
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REVELL
RETURNS

B Last month saw the
reissue of the very old Spad
XHIC.| (#04125/£2 99) from
Revell along with the reboxing
jezda Sukhoi Su-24M
(#04399/£13.99)

While away a Weekend [1:48

Eduard have recently launched their
‘Weekend Series’, which basically
sees some of their previous 148 kits
released in a basic format without
photo-etched or other additional
items. The first batch includes the
Albairos DIl (#B8436) and Yak-3
(#B455) and they retail for just
£6.80 and £7.50 respectively -
bargains!

pry Model Guides

Two of the latest modelling guides from Osprey look at the Messerschmitt
BfI09B. C. D & E (ISBN: I-B4176-940-1) and Mitsubishi AGM Zero (ISBN: I-
B84176-B66-9), the former being written by Bren Green and the latter by Brian
Criner. Each is of the usual high standard Osprey achieve with this series and
each covers the subject in 1:72, 1:48 and 1:32, with the Zero also done in 1:144.
For more details on this excellent series, visit www.ospreypublishing.com,




This French publisher produce an
excellent series called Phototheque,
all in a standard A4 card-cover
format. So far there are five titles in
the range; LAviation Civile Francaise
1919-1839 (ISBN: 2-915030-01-4);
Le Renouveau de 'Aviation Frangaise
1945-1960 (2915030-03-0); Cocardes
sur |Algérie (2-915030-05-7):
LAgranautigue Navale 1920-1939 (2-
915030-08-1); Avions Marcel Dassault

Baby Arrow

Following on from the 1:48

CF-105 sats that we reviewed

in Issues 5 & |I, Mastercasters
have now produced a similar set
for the Hobbycraft kit in 1:72. It
(#MST7201) combines all the
aspects from the larger scale
versions, with an updated cockpit,
intakes and metal nose leg, so there
won't be a separate ‘exterior’ set to
follow. For more derails visit www,
mastercasters.co.uk.

Avia Editions

(2-815030-12-7). Each is packed with
period images, mainly in black and
white but with some in colour, and
they seem fo retail for about €15.00
each. | have seen this series stocked
by The Aviation Book Centre and The
Aviation Bookshop in the UK, but for
all worldwide enquiries contact Avia
Editions, 21 Avenue du Teil, 07400
Rochemaure, France. Tel: 04 75 495
199, Fax: 04 75 495 198

For all the very latest news on kit
releases, other news and secure online
ordering check out our website at
www.modelairplaneinternational.com

We have all seen books full of technical data of aircraft and helicopters,
some good, others not so, well these two new books from Spanish publisher

Udyat are pretty handy. Each is hardback in a large A4 formar and a bir of a
coffee table title, but there are some nice clear colour images, not jusi the
machines but details as well. They are £13.95 each so for more details on UK
availability contact Chris Lloyd Sales & Marketing on 01202 649930, Email:
chriloyd@globalnet.co.uk.

LUFTWAFFE SOTH

19>

AirDOC ha
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Mission Tools
Mission Models have recently released a very effective set of panel scribing
tips to fit into their Micro-Chisel (See Editor's Choice, Issue 5), Labelled as
Panel Scriber Tip Set (#MM-12) it contains 0.006in, 0.0075in and 0.0lin tips
that cut a square groove, not a "V' as most scribing tools do, Also available
from them is a pack of precision glue tips (#MM-13), which are ideal for use
on eyanoacrylate bottles. For more details on these products and how to use
them visit www.missionmodels.com,
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SKILL LEVEL: BEGINNER

A MISSILE WITH T

Lockheed's F-104 Starfighter was the fastest thing around during the 1960s and 70s and it had the certificates to
prove it. But with the speed came a reputation for being hard to handle and something of a ‘killer’. With this in
mind the two-seat variant was designed to be the stepping-stone for the inexperienced pilots to get their first taste of

this tricky little airplane.

he ‘G’ variant was a
strengthened and modified
version of the basic airframe.
tailored 1o suit life in the
harsher European environment, with
improved avionics and restressed
structures. The two-seat ‘G’ wasn’t
just a trainer though, it kept four of
the five stores pylons and exactly the
same radar systems making it fully
combat ready (although it did lose the
Vulcan gun in the conversion). With 137
being produced for the Federal German
Republic Luftwatte they became the
biggest single user of this particular
type, with production running from
|961 right up until 1968, although many
other European nations atso used the
trainer types.

Hasegawa have had Starfighters in
their box for a long time, in all soris of
scales, but it's taken them an age (six
years to be precise!) to bring out the
two-seal version in 1:48, and very wel-
come it is too. Many people prefer the
lines of the trainer (my mate Dai for one)
but to me it always looks a little "bent’
and out of shape, but not to worry, let's
see what looking at it in three dimen-
sions will do to change my mind.

IN THE BOX

Let's face it, Hasegawa are good at
doing the presentation thing for their
kits, aren't they? It begins with wonder-
ful box art by Koike Shigeo and it keeps
looking good on the inside too, with an
impressive amount of plastic shoved

in there. There are |6 sprues of light
grey-coloured plastic and two sprues of

transparencies for a total of 144 parts.
Many of which, of course, are familiar
to anyone who has made one of the
other F-104s on offer by Hasegawa. as
they are exactly the same bits. For the
Iwo-seat version you get two camplete
new fuselage halves, thankfully not
the ‘cut and shut’ affair many people
(including ma) feared, as well as new
sprues for the under-fuselage insert
and cockpits and the new canopies.
Couple this new plastic with a rather
neat looking decal sheet and you have a
very presentable boxful,

BUILDING THE ‘104

Kits from this Japanese manufacturer
are usually well thought out and well
engineered, sometimes a little over-
engineered (P-40's anyone?) but in
this case the layout is deceptively
simple and yet nicely detailed, It all
gtarts with the cockpil as usual, and
the Martin-Baker Q-7 ejection soats.
The original C-2 seafs of the US types
were replaced with newer more effi-
cient seats for the European market
and the kit items are built up from eight
separate parts, which look all right but
are completely devoid of any seat belts.
Knowing that | would be keeping the
lids closed on the final model, | opred
to use some spare etched belt for the
lap straps and made my own shoulder
straps out of some masking tape and
siched buckles. This makes the seat
look far busier and much more realistic
without going over the top. It'd be a dif-
ferent matter if the canopies were going
10 be posed open, as thar would give

B Model Alrplane International - September 2006

you a good view of the interior. With
this closed-up approach being taken |
also opted to use the supplied decals
for the instrument panels. Allowing
them fo settle over the raised detail

of the mouldings with copious quanti-
ties of softening solution worked quite
nicely, so top marks 10 Hasegawa for
that, All right, so it's not the best look-
ing cockpit in the warld, but it's nothing
that a few additions from an Eduard
etched fret wouldn'y cure, The actual
cockpit tub fits positively into the fuse-
lage with front and rear location points,
but before that, there's a bit more to
do. This includes what Hasegawa refer
to as ‘An additional handicraft’. This
means drilling out the identification and
formation lights in the fuselage halves,
but be warned, the fwo on each side

of the rear fuselage are NOT 2mm as
quoted, but 1. 7mm for a anug fit of the
fransparent parts. =

Hasegawa did not opt for maditying their axisting
single-seal kit, they went for a completoly new
fuselage, a fact we are all gratetul for®
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© MDDEL INFO
SPEC: Hasegawa 148 Lockhoed TF-I04
Starfighter KIT NO: PT40
AVAILABLE FROM: Amerang Ltd (UK
Distribution) and Hasegawa stockists
worldwide PRICE GUIDE: £1789

Surface detadl is typical of Hasegawa's current

“Hasegawa have had Starfighters in
their box for a long time, in all sorts
of scales, but it's taken them an age fo
bring out the two-seat version in 1:48,
and very welcome i is too”

September 2006 - Model Airplane International 8
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SHILL LEVEL: BEGINNER

Inis really obvious from a view like this that the Starfighter really was just an engine with the

wings added almost as an afterthought!

Before the fuselage gets closed up
there's the jet pipe to bulld, no prob-
lems there, and the main undercarriage
bay. This last bit is made up of four
pieces and is very well detailed with
excellent mouldings, making it easy
ta paint. Humbrol Gloss Silver (11} is
good when given a wash of Tamiya
Smoke X19. Some of the small details
were picked out in satin black acrylic,
and it's ready ta go. While | was at it |
also did the excellently detailed doors
and the gangly looking undercarriage.
You also get a new front undercarriage
strut for use in the TF version, so make
sure you chose the right one. This lot
s then jammed into position in the
fuselage (literally in the case of the
main wheal bay which is a very tight
fit) and the halves cemented together.
Things like the intakes and nose cone

and cockpit coamings go on at this
stage, which leads on quite nicely 1o
the wings.,

‘Well, when | say wings, | mean the
vestigial little stubby things that the
F-1D4s call wings, more like flight
stabilisers really. They are made up
of five parts each and rather neatly
feature separate control surfaces,
which means you can ofi-set them all
to break up the simple lines and give
it all a little more character. They fit
beautifully 1o the location points on the
fuselage but do suffer from an abun-
dance of mould ejector pin marks on
the undersides, which need to be filled
and sanded. Not really a problem. more
of an annoyance.

Wings on, tail on and canopies
masked up and in place meant it was
time for a lick or two of paint already.

L

= m— A

T .-t tlm..

10 Model Airplane International - Seplember 2006

COLOURING IN
There are two versions on offer in the
box, The first is the Luftwafte maching
in green and grey splinter camouflage,
whilst the second is an ltalian aircraft
in overall medium grey. At first glance
this pair of choices is a little bland,
even boring. but they do represent the
twio main eolour schemes quite nicely
and really there are not 100 many other
designs: even if they'd gone for one of
the other nations like The Netherlands
or Norway the colours would have been
gimilar. | chose the Luftwaffe machine
purely because | liked the splinter pattern
af the camouflage, and thought that the
averall grey of the Aeronautica Militare
Iraliana just didn't suit the airframe.

On with the show and it's primer
time. Halfords Grey Plastic Primer as
usual is the first step, followed by a thin

The kit seats are accu-

rate enough in size and

basic detalls but they

really do need a good set e,
of belts, or same pilot
figures of course

coat of Alclad Il White Aluminium for
the undersides. This was then masked
off with a conglomeration of tapes and
masking fluid in preparation for the
upper surface camouflage colours.
Aaagh, the colours, please see the sep-
arate ‘Rant’ for my colour tribulations,
but suffice to say | used LifeColor acryl-
ics for the green and grey. The first
coat of RAL7012 Basaltgrau (Lifecolor
UAD22) went on and | was a littie dis-
mayed to see that it was surprisingly
dark, not really what | was expecting
at all, but according to the LifeColor
chart this was the correct paint for
RALTOI2. With the little voices in my
head telling me to stop right there, |
soldiered on and masked off the splin-
ter camouflage and proceeded with the
application of the RALGOI4 Gelboliv
(UADDI). This was a much better look- -»

qﬁ.‘.
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Box comtents:; there's 2 lot in there for your cash

“Knowing that I would be keeping the lids closed on the
finished model, I opted to use some spare etched belt for the
lap straps and made my own shoulder straps out of some

masking tape and etched huckles”

ing shade and mora in kesping with
what | believed the colours to look like
s0 it was with some trepidation that |
peeled off the masking tape and horror
upon horrors those little voices were
right all along: too dark' To really rub
salt into the wound the Tamiya masking
actually peeled some of the paint off
with it as it went...oh how those voices
laughed while | cursed!

So, it was back out with the mask-
ing rape to cover up the Gelboliv and
| eventually used a mix of UAD29
FS36I76 (B0%) and UAD22 FS3611B
(20%) as the RALTOI2 alternative,
which actually looked damned good
when | very carefully peeled off the
second lot of masking...that shut those
voices up, | can tell you. As it was,
having a dark grey undercoar worked
in my favour, as | used it in almost a

- . ]
additions and using the kit-supplied decals

pre-shading manner to ger some vari-
ation in the panels by over-spraying
the new colour more heavily in some
places than others. All in all a good
recovery, although you might actually
notice that | broke the horizontal tail
off ar about this point, Not to worry,

it can go on later once the markings
are done.

One other thing before we go any
further, | hate sitting here relling eve- |
ryong that something is ‘wrong’ with a
kit as it makes me sound arrogant, the
manufacturer sound stupid and doesn'r
do anyone any favours. but in this case
| have to say something. The painting
instructions are drawn to Hasegawa's
impeccable standard but they contain a
sérious error in the actual camouflage
pattern for the Luftwaffe machine.
According to the plans, the starboard

-

The extended nose of the TF-104 makes
for & quite different looking beast, but

wa have to say that the two-seater actu-
ally looks hettar than the single-seater!

3
2
g
-
£
H
H
'

The tub fita well into the nose with positive
lecation points, which is always nice to see
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SKILL LEVEL: BEGINNER

STEP BY STEP GUIDE - FUSELAGE & ASSEMBLY

mmmmmmmﬂummwmmmm!.rmummdnmm.
s0 don’t follow the kit instructions, trust me, would | lie fo you?

..M |

—

The comtents of the fuselage all fit very well although the main undercarriage bay does reguire some

‘gasing’ i position...mallet anyone?
<Gl

%

The undercarriage bay, units and doars. The wash of Tamiya Smoke makes all the difference The closed fuselage blocks BO% of the view into the cockpit. but at keast the stuf you can see looks the part

; L / g— .

' |

T T
— e R

mﬁm.umﬁ.pmmﬂummumnhﬁam-ummum Pity about the sjector pin marks but the wing is 50 thin it has to be moulded in one plece. A few drops of
Tipp-Ex do wonders here
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= wing is just plain grey but this is

pretty wide of the mark. The available
photos of this actual aircraft (thanks
Pierpaolo Maglio for your help with
that) shaw that it has a large green
‘splinter’ towards the rear of the
wing and the leading edge flap is also
solid Gelboliv. | can only guess that

this was a mistake in the printing or
a complete oversight on their part,
who knows, but just so you know not
1o follow the instructions too closely.
The pictures of the completed model
on page | of the Instructions show
the green splinter but not the leading

edge, so it's all a bit mixed up. OK,
enough of my twittering on, let's got
back to it, shall we?

Various ather little bits of painting
happen about now, which include the
nose radome in light grey, the anti-glare
panel in dark green (FS34079) the ami-
leing mats for the intakes in black and
the fluorescent orange bands around
the tip tanks. This meant that the basic
colouring was now complete, so with
just a few dabs of dark grey pastel dust
around some of the vents and the hinges
it was time for the Johnsons Klear to be
applied for the decals.

“You get a new front undercarriage

strul for use in the TF version, so make
sure you chose the right one. This lot
is then jammed into position in the fuse-
lage (literally in the case of the main
wheel bay which is a very tight fit) and

MARKING UP

The two versions on offer are premy
good representations of the major users
of the TF-104G in Europe, one Italian
(4° Stormo, 20° Gruppo) and one
German (JBG3I ‘Boelcke’). The decals
are beautifully printed in excellent
colour and register, with all the edges
sharp and crisp. Hasegawa have some-
thing of a reputation for making decals
that are a lirtle hard to handle and
unresponsive fo setting solutions, but
I'm glad to say that there were no such
troubles with this lintle lot and they
went on very easily. They are extremely

the halves cemented together”

thin and look very nice settling in to all
the nooks and crannies, but that thin-
ness comes at @ price. In this case they
are so thin that they have a tendency 10
curl up and refuse 1o get back to their
original shape. Not a problem with the
bigger markings, but some of the tiny
stencils needed some tender loving
care, All worth it in the end for the fin-
ished resull is just great, with an almost
‘painted on’ look to the markings. Good
work Mr Hasegawa, and as long as you
know that you have to be extra careful
with the way you handie them, their
performance can't be faulted, =
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SKILL LEVEL: BEGINNER

STI-E' BY STEP GUIDE - | PAINTING (MIIIBE THAN ONCE!)

There are a number of stencils to agply o the model, infact
Hasegawa seam to like putting lots of stencils in their kits,
which s goo as t makes for a busy’ model
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at me that it's oo dark, but would |
figten?..ha!

The basic paint-job complete

You can add an afrermarket exhsust can 1o the kit, 23 thoze
for the previous single-svaters will do the job, bt careful
painting amd weathering are just 23 efective

A QUICK(ISH) RANT ABOUT COLOURS
The Lufrwaffe option in the TF-104G
box is a rather splendid splinter cam-
ouflage of dark green and dark grey
over medium grey undersides...or so —
Hasegawn would have you believe... A

and | quote from the instructions: ‘W

Neutral Grey/ RLM71 Dark Green
aver grey FS38320 (Dark Compass Ghost Grey)

Don't believe a ward of it - The Federal German Republic, like so many
nations, had their own standards for paint and colour variations (the RAL
system) Independent In every way from the American FS numbering system
and certalnly not looking back to the old ALM system. This leaves us with
something of a dilemma, because Hasegawa ignores the RAL system of colour
identification in this case. No problem, because let's face i, they can't sort
everybody's colours out can they? In reality the colours should of course be:

RALTOI2 Basaltgrau/RALGOI4 Gelboliv over RALTOO0! Silbergrau

sy

OR SHOULD THEY?

After looking at countless pictures of these aircraft (both single- and two-seat
variants) in Luftwaffe service, it was pretty obvious the underside wasn't grey
a1 all but metallic silver. Is this what Silbergrau looked like? No, nothing so
simple as that my friends, it turns out that many of the F-104G's were actu-
ally finished in RALB00S Weiss Aluminium (White Aluminium), aaah so that
explains that then.

OR DOES IT?

Many of the books that deal specifically wirh camouflage patterns and colours
make no mention of this aluminium underside, so just what is going on? One
explanation is the dates; everything before about 1971 used the Weiss alumin-
ium, but after that date it swapped over to the Silbergrau (which is entirely
non-matallic in sheen). So that is definitely sorted? Well maybe, the trouble

is that many aircraft, long afrer that date, still used the metallic underside
colour, so in the end it comes down to a matter of personal taste and belief
(and what photographs you can find of the actual aircraft). And that's my last
word an it.

Except 1o say (oh. is he naver going 1o stop?) that the upper surface colours
are also subject to exactly the same bit of personal guesswork and interpreta-
tion. The photographs available in books and of course on the Internet, will
tell you whichever story you fancy: some show the grey to be almost Neutral
Grey looking, whilst others give it a bluish cast with the green following suit,
one mament it's distincrly ‘olive’ the next you'd swear it was another grey. All
of which is very deceiving and just a bunch of misdirections. Who knows with
what film those snaps were taken, or how long ago, or what lighting and after-
image processing has gone on? | knew | should have gone for that lovely all-
over single no-nonsense FS colour scheme of the ltalian aircraft,

The model paint manufactures all have their own idea of what exactly these
colours are and many will give FS references as equivalents. And that's all
they can ever be, just equivalents 1o the real thing. Even if you used the actual
AAL paints they would still look wrong because of the scale effect on colour
saturations. So basically you pays yer money, you takes yer choice, which is
why | was happy enough to mix up my own version of RAL70I2 Basaltgrau.

Although | don’t think | mentioned that I'm colour-blind, so | may not be the
best person to be talking to...Aaah modelling, isn't it a great hobby?
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STEP BY STEP GUIDE - DECALS & FINAL D

The decals are bright and sharp and look lovely against the subdued colours of the cameufiage. Note the
canopy sealing strips being painted in with a pale yoliowy-brown mixture

The markings also add a massive
amount of character ta the finished
model as until now it had locked a
little bland, but the almost oversize
black and white crosses on the wings
make for a very siriking presentation
| was a little surprised. however, to
find that there are no stencils in the
kit far the wing pylens; not to worry, |
just painted them on with a little satin
black and silver acrylic

FINISHING TOUCHES

Thankfully this part of the build process
is mercifully short, although not without
its pitfalls. It means chucking on all the
bits and pieces that are too breakable
for the normal day-to-day rough and
tumbie of construction and painting.
These include the undercarriage units
for the mos1 part, with a load of doors
and actuating struts that need careful
positioning, as well as all the liftle aeri-
als and probes. (Or those bits that actu-
ally did get broken...tailplane anyone?)
Then it's time for the final finish and
hare we hit another dilemma, matt or not
so matt, that is the question. A lot of the
photographs show the Luftwatte train-
ers 1o have a certain ‘'sheen’ to them, o
| mixed a 50/50 blend of Humbrol Mart

and Satin Cotes as the final finish, which
| think looks pretty good, not mart and
not satin, but a bit of both.

This left only the canopy masks 1o
be removed and the little warning lights
to be fitted 10 the upper and lower
fuselages, and that's this Starfighter
complefe. B
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AILS

B

One of the fiddly jobs needing five hands and af least three pairs of tweezers: attaching the undercas-
riage doors and struts

L]

I Tha Starfighter is a

f ‘simple’ subject but
it has same complex

curves and Hasegawa
have captured the lor
perfectly in this kit

21 of tanks

Was it worth the effort?

ur life it was sk, why

an do the lhalian machine

contrast
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Developed during WWII the Douglas B-26 Invader was considered the best medium bomber of the war. Due
to a great wartime production and procrastination about the nose armament, introduction into active serv-
ice was delayed until the last months of 1944. The type duly served during the Korean War and with the
French Air Force in Indo-China and Algeria. During the early 1960s the United States were largely involved
in a guerrilla conflict in South Vietnam and required a dedicated aircraft with a huge warload and low-
speed capability. For that purpose the On Mark Engineering Company modified forty Invaders into B-26Ks.
The most obvious differences with the WWII era Invaders were the wing-tip tanks, the new square-tip
propellers and the enlarged fin and rudder. Later, to keep in line with the revised nomenclature system for

identifying aircraft types, it was called the A-26K, the ‘A’ denoting that it was an ‘attack’ aircraft, although
for a time it was also known as the A-26A to confuse matters further!

nnounced back in 2005
by Italeri, this brand-
new moulding has been
eagerly awaited by me. 1

is moulded in their usual hght grey
soft styrene and the panel lines are
engraved, a little bit on the heavy
gide, It is obvious that the mould will
allow Italeri to offer the A-268 and C
versions at a later date [The A-26C
has already been announced by them
for release this year - Ed] and this
has led 10 some inaccuracies for this
version, but more on thar later.
Construction started with the
cockpit, where | first had to modify
the instrument panel. The A-26K was
flown with two pilots, seated side-by-
side. | elongated the instrument panel
with some sheet styrene cut 1o shape
and | added two control wheels from
an old B-25 kit as well as adding an
extra sel of rudder pedals, | cut away

the saddle seat situated behind the co-
pilot and filled the resulting hale with a
piece of 0,.Smm sheet styrene. | added

some cables and boxes in the area

behind the pilots, otherwise this would
just be a massive empty cavern! You
don't need the A-26C's prone position
bombardier's compartment and so |
cut it out to give me space to add a
nose weight later on. Next | turned my
attention to the fuselage halves where
| glued some lengths of Evergreen
0.5mm square-section beams fo act
as longerons. The huge bomb bay is
moderately detailed but Italeri have
only supplied four WWIl ara hombs
which | discarded as they were no
longer in use during the 60s. | decided
to leave the bomb bay empty, as | was
not sure of the bomb load carried

by the type during the Vietnam War.
As there was no mid-fuselage gun- +
ner included and | had no reference
photagraphs of his compartment, | left
this area alone and just added a small
sheet of styrene 1o the bottom of this
area o mask the lower fuselage joint.

| sprayed the entire inside of the fuse-
lage with Xtracolor X7 Interior Green.
For the bomb bay and the nose wheel
well | used Model Master Green Zinc -»
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UNTER INVADER

O MODEL INFD

SPEC: Italeri I:72 Douglas A-26K Counter
Invader KIT NO.: 249 MATERIALS: IM

AVAILABLE FROM: The Hobby Company
Ltd (UK Distribution) and Italeri stock-
Ists worldwide PRICE GUIDE: £11.99

Na 1249
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With lumps and bumps all over the airframe, most
of which losk as if they were added as an afier-
thought, tha A-26K is certainly not uninteresting!
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From-the-box you can make 3 good hasic modol
of the A-26K, but you need to add a number of
details and correet a few aspects

“It is ohvious that the mould will allow Italeri to
offer the A-26B and C versions at a later date and
this has lead to some inaccuracies for this particu-

lar version”

Chromate (TSI734), which is basically
a lighter green, The instrument panel
was painted Panzer Grey (Xtracolor
XB00) and the pilot's hamesses were
made with stripes of a heavy gauge
aluminium sheet that were painted with
Humbrol 108 (WWI Blue). Some details
were picked out in black, red and yel-
low. | applied a wash of Tamiya Smoke
(X19) to the entire cockpit area to give
better contrast to the moulded detail.
As usual this process darkens all the
colours and this is somathing you have
to keep it in mind when choosing what
colours 1o apply initially, and this is the
reason why | used dark grey instead of
black for the instrument board. Finally |
sprayed two fine layers of matt vamish
(49) and applied the instrument panel
decals, then added some additional
items from the spares box 1o complete
the second pilot's working area. By the
way, when the cockpit was sealed |
discovered that the interior was actually

painted black in the On Mark modified
Invaders, so hopefully my green is dark
enough!

My attention now switched to the
wings. | opened the holes for the wing
pylons and added some Evergreen
square-section beam lengths inside
the main wheel wells before cementing
the upper and the lower parts of the
wing togather. My preferred method for
this type of join is to flow an amount
of Tamiya Extra Thin Cement between
just short lengths of the joint and then
press it all rogether. This usually cre-
ates a strong bond and results in a
slightly raised seam that | can sand
later, but it is very impartant to pro-
ceed slowly to get a perfect joint. If the
leading edge joint is not perfect | add
a small amount of cyancacrylate glue,
as this is stronger and quicker to dry
than traditional putty. | used this latter
method to fill the holes that resulted
from the six wing-mounted guns, as

»
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PHOTO FEATURE
- A-26K

2
All photos © Richard A. Franks

This selection of images shows the A-26K owned by the
USAF Museum at Wright-Patterson AFB. When these
photos were take in 1997 this airframe was housed
within the Annex alongside the main museum building,
but today we are led to believe that it is now on show in
the main museum complex.

The nase obeo and
wheel, viewed frem
the front. You can see
the compression link
age and the small box
o the side, just above
it. which we presume
has something to do
with the rotraction
seguence of this oleo?

Up inside the nose wheel well, looking forward, you can se2 the single hydraulic ram on the port side that
via linkage closes both doors

This is up inside the nose wheel well looking aft. This is why wo think that little box on the nose |og must
instigate the lower section of the olea rotating through 80, as this well is not deep enaugh fo house the
A close look at the structure of the inner taces of the main undercarriage doors wheel if it just retracts backwards withaut rotating as well?

24 Model Airplane International - September 2006
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The vertical fin, complete with little plates
This is the rather plain rear of the main wheel (vortox gonerators) ta create ‘dirty’ air fo make
well the rudder and trim rab more offective

—

The appliqua armour on either side of the cockpit area on the A-26K has wooden beading along the
battom ta reduce sharp edges and thus airflow disturbance

One of the underwing pylons. firtted with a racket launcher. The overall finish is black, but as YO Can soe
11 ks really a wory, very dark grey

The eight-gun nose Up inside the main wheel bay, this is the port side one, looking forward
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< these were deleted on The A-26K. The
interiors of the engine nacelles were
once again detailed with the addition
of some square-section beams along
with a few boxes made from styrene
sheet. The main gear leg was glued into
the two engine nacelle halves and then
the entire area was sprayed Green Zinc
Chromate (Mode! Master TSIT34). It
was nol so easy To mave the airbrush
inside the wheel well and | had to use
a low pressure seting to avoid splat-
tering paint everywhere. Each oleo leg
was painted aluminium (Humbrol 56}
and then gverything was covered with
a wash of Tamiya Smoke (X-19) and a

thin layer of matt varnish. When | came
1o glue the engine nacelles 10 the wings
| had to adjust and fill the joints with
some cyanoacrylate as there were a
few gaps. After sanding this filler back |
added the wing pylons. The engines are
quite good, although the final reduction
casing is the wrong shape [Quickboost
do an excellent set of revised engines
and nacelles for this kit now, see else-
where - Ed], so all | added were some
ignition cables made from 0.5mm sol-
dering wire. Some may complain about
the accuracy issues with the engine,
but in my view for a model in this scale
with so much of it hidden behind the
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large propeller, | think it is fine. The
engine was painted with Model Master
Metalizer Magnesium (TS1403), with
U.8. Madium Grey F526270 (Humbrol
126) for the reduction casing and gloss
black (Humbrol 21) for certain details

| refined the trailing edges of all the
cowl flaps and then glued them in posi-
tion. The carburettor intake, which
correctly depicts the version for the
A-26K model, was put in place without
difficulty,

After gluing the eight 0,50in guns in
the nose and filling the remaining space
with fishing line weights, | added this
heavy nose section 1o the front of the

assembled fuselage. ltaleri have mould-
od all of this perfectly, with no differ-
ence in the shape and confours of each
sub-assembly. | removed the round
panel on the side of the fusslage as it
was at the wrong place. | made two new
ones with a 3mm punch and 0.5mm
sheet styrene, then glued them using
the crossover point made by a horizon-
tal panel line and the vertical nose-1o-
fuselage joint as a guide. | installed the
harizontal stabilisers. ensuring they
were at the correct angle in relation to
the rudder. Later, after painstakingly fil-
ing the stabiliser joint, | glued the main
wings in position keeping in mind that
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The Countor Invader is loaded with
weapons and looks very different from a
standard WWik-cra Invader. which is all
part of its appeal

“The huge bomb bay is moderately detailed but Italeri have only supplied
four WWII era bombs which I discarded as they were no longer in use

during the 1960s”

The rather drab scheme actually adds to the
aggressive look of the medel, and of course the

potential for woathering is almaost unlimited®

the wing tips are a little bit higher than
the top of the canopy according to the
plans in the “Invader In Action’ book.
| used the same gluing method prewvi-
ously mentioned for the wing trailing
edge with the wings themselves, and |
filled the space at the joint under the
wing with cyanoacrylate, then sanded
the resulting seam. | had to rescribe the
panel lines that disappeared during the
sanding phase and | checked the state
of the joint by applying a layer of matt
paint. Paint applied at this stage also
has the added benefit of acting like very
fine putty as well.

The transparencies were masked

off with Tamiya masking tape and |

set them in position with more Tamiya
Extra Thin Cement. | did have 1o adjust
them slightly, as the profile does not
exactly match that of the fuselage; 1o
be truthful the main canopy is not as
wide as the fuselage! | added ail the
blade antennae that | could see on vari-
aus pictures of the real alreraft even
though | can appreciate that not all
machines were thus equipped. | had to
make from scratch the two small outlets
on either side of the nose and a sup-
port for one of the HF aerials, The final
task was to attach the tip tanks and
cover the parts not 1o painted, i.e. the

wheel wells and the engines, with wet
tissue paper, The next task was to build
the entire warload to be hung under
the wings, Italeri offer two drop tanks,
two napalm tanks, two rocket launch-
ers and two MII7 bombs. As | was not
satisfied with the bombs | decided to
use two Mk 82 bombs with extended
fuses trom a Hasegawa aircraft weap-
ons sel. The rockel launchers and the
napalm tanks were painted Magnesium
{Model Master Metalizer TSI1403), the
drop tanks were painted Forest Green
FSI4079 (Xrracolor X10) and the Mk
82 bombs yollow (Humbrol 154) and
Interior Green (Humbrol 226). Once

all this was completed the model was
ready for the overall paint scheme.

PAINTING

| started painting my Invader with the
black of the under surfaces. | used a
tin of Xtracolor XI2 Night Black with
some white added to compensate for
the scale effect. Once that was applied
and had dried, following the draw-
ings, | airbrushed the three colours

of the Vietnam War era scheme, that
is to say Xtracolor X102 Tan Vietnam
FS10218, X1l0 Forest Green FSI4079
and X116 Green Vietnam FSI4102. As is
frequently seen in photographs at the
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The addition of tip 1anks, the new noss,
the mass of wing pylons and the rewised
nacelles and propellers all make the
A-26K look very businessiike and
aggressive

time, the de-lcer boots on the wing and
horizontal stabiliser leading edges were
discarded, but not the one on the fin

| therefore painted matt black on the
leading edge of the latter and Light Gull
Grey FS36440 (Humbrol 128) for some
small dieleciric panels ahove it. The
propellers were airbrushed with matt
black and the tips with Insignia Yellow
FS33538 (Humbrol 154). As Xrracolor

paint is glossy enough | laid down the
decals directly on 1o it without having to
apply another coat of gloss varnish, The
decals applied are actually guite limited,
as there are no US insignia. The decal
sheet does offer five options, three

for the USAF in Vietnam and the other
twa for the Congolese Air Force. The
decals are very thin and there was no
need for setting solution other than on

28 Model Airplane International - September 2006

“The engines are guite good, although the final

reduction casing is the wrong shape, so all I added
were some ignition cables made from 0.5mm

soldering wire”

the starboard side of the fin due 1o the
vortex generafors located in this area.

| chose 1o represent the Invader from
the B09th Special Operation Squadron
that was dubbed ‘Mighty Mouse' of
which a picture can be see in the
‘Invader In Action’ book. This aircraft
was fitted with the late-type carburertor
intakes and carried Mk B2 bombs with
extended fuse. The anly markings this

machine carried were the black TA' tail
code and the AFB4-65I serial number.
The latter was repeated on the front
wheel well doors in red.

Once all the decaling was complete
| airbrushed on two fine layers of matt
varnish (Humbrel 48} and removed all
the tape and tissue masks. | touched
in some of the antennae and added the
wires of the HF antennao. m
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| Meteor

Kits in 1:48 of post-war British jet aircraft used to be rare in any medium but vac-forms, however now thanks to
Classic Airframes the modeller has a larger selection in injection-moulded plastic. Having already released the
standard fighter series, it was nice to see that they were also going to go the whole hog and produce the long-nose

nightfighters.

n opening the box you

find the majority of the

airframe moulded in grey-

colourad plastic with a bag
of resin parts 1o detail the cockpit,
engine fronts, jet pipes and wheels.
The canopy is injected and the kit is
rounded off with an excellent decal
sheet covering three options, two RAF
and an Egyptian Air Force example
Anyane who has buift one of this
company’s kits will know that the fit
of parts can be challenging at times

Before Starting:
B Cyanoacrylate
B Masking Tape
W Biu-Tack
B Scalpel, with 10A blade
B Micro-mesh Files
M Micro Set & Sol decal solutions
B Daco ‘Strong’ decal solution
B Gunze Sangyo -
Mr Surfacer 1000

so with this in mind | tend to treat
them as | would a vac-form. By this |
mean cleaning up sprué points, mating
faces and test fitting as much of the
airframe as possible before reaching
for the cement. By doing this | was able
o ascertain that the cockpit can be
added later through the wing opening,
50 assambly began with building up
various sub-assemblies, such as
tuselage halves, radome halves, outer
wing panels and inakes. While these
were all setting the wheel wells were

Dimensions

Span - 43ft Qin (13.im)

Length - 481t Bin (14.78m)

Hedght (over rudder) - 13t liin (4.24m)

Dimensions - 1:48

Span - 273mm

Length - 309.Bmm

Height (over rudder) - B8.3mm

@ Always ensure that you work in a well-ventilated area when using solvents
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cleaned up ready to install in the lower
wing section. Unfortunately there are
huge ejector pin marks in the centre of
each bay roof, so after using a chisel
1o remova the offending items, the ribs
were repaired with lengths of siretched
sprug. The resin engine fronts have
no location points at all so a couple of
lengths of sprue were glued across the
enging bays 1o give them something 1o
fix to. To give the assembled wing time
to set | buill up some of the smaller
detail parts, starting with the resin

cockpit. A good razor saw and some
patience are needed here, as some of
the pouring plugs are quite substantial
As for colour you have a choice of black
or mastly black! | varied the shades
and finishes (mart. satin or gloss), 1o
try to give a little depth and create
some interest In what would otherwise
be a dark and rather boring cockpit.

A light drybrush of Games Waorkshop
silver made the detail spring out and

a few touches of colour brought it fo
life. Leaving the seats 1o one side the



Militaryexp.com

You either like the
long-nose Meteor or
you don't, personally,

we all do!

The fit of this kit is nor tho best,
but it is for ‘experienced modellers
only’, so you have been warned!

cockpit tubs, which include the very
delicate front undercarriage mount,
ware slipped into position and fived
with cyanoacrylate. With adequate nose
weights fixed into the big radome this
can now be added to the fuselage. The
tailplanes suffered from shrinkage at
the root so some plasticard was used
to shim them out before they too were
fixed in place. Returning to the wing
the engine fronts were painted silver
with matt black around the outside as
thase are effectively bianking plates
and sit about an inch back from the
mouth of the intakes, The intakes
themselves are quite large in diameter
so the inner surface is fairly visible, but
unfortunately a lot of filling and sanding
is required to make them presentable,
& very good excuse to fit intake covers!
The outer wing panecls were next and

References.

once everything had set the wing
was attached to the fuselage. and the
completa airframe was put aside ta dry.
Whilst waiting the undercarriage legs.
wheels and doors were cleaned up and
assembled, which led to the next litle
maodification. The main legs have almost
no locating points at all so holes were
drilled in the top of the legs and the
undercarriage bay into which brass pins
were insarted, giving a very sturdy set
of main gear.

On inspection it was obvious that
a lot of filling and sanding was on the
cards for the airframe so the painted
cockpit, nose wheel bay and intakes
were sealed up first with Tamiya 1ape,
tissue and Maskol for protection. |
have to admit that aimost every joint
or seam neaded artention with Tamiya
filler or Mr Surfacer and once all the

B Gloster Meteor - Super Profile (Haynes, 1985)
B Gloster Meteor, The IAF Aircraft Series No.7 by A. Dor (AD Graphics 2001)
B The Gloster Meteor, Close-up Classics No. | by R.J. Caruana (Modelaid

International Publications, 199)
B Meteor by S. Bond (lan Allan 1985)
B Meteor by B. Philpan (Alrdife IB8G)

B Meteor In Action No.I53 by J. Scunts (Squadron/Signal Publications, 1995)

B Scale Aircraft Modelfing, December 1986

sanding was out of the way half the
airframe needed rescribing. It was a big
relief 1o finally put a coat of primer on
the model. as things then looked a lot
berter. The fit of the front screen was
good so that was firted in place with
PVA and the glass areas masked with
Tamiya tape. Painting began with a coat
of Halfords satin black on the radome,
which was then masked up with Tamiva
tape. For the main colours | used
Xtracrylix RAF Dark Green and Medium
Sea Grey thinned with Tamiya thinner.
The grey went on first and when that
had dried for a couple of days the cam-
ouflage scheme was masked off and the
green applied. The undercarriage bays
were picked out in aluminium as were
the wheel hubs, bay doors and legs.
With the paint dry the decals were
applied and they needed just a rouch

of Micro Set and Sol for the most part.
The exception was the Suez stripes.
which needed something a little strong-
er, 50 out with the Dace ‘sirong’ solvent.
| must wam anyone trying this for the
first time it is fierce stuff! Once the
decals were settied a wash of thinned
grey ink with a dab of washing up
liquid was applied overall to make the
engraved detail and panel lines stand
out, The soap makes the ink flow but
also makes clean-up easier. The tyres
were painted Tamiya NATO Black and
fitted 1o the legs, which were then fixed
into the bays along with the retraction
jacks and doors. Tamiya Smoke (X-19)
thinned with water was brushed into
the bays, legs and hubs, accentualing
the detail.

I have now found the most awkward
canopy 1o mask on the planet, twelve

Gloster
1 Meteor
. NF. 1113

e P ——

¥
Classle
harber
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You have 1o agree that a dark back-
ground really suits the NF-series, just
as well really considering they were
nightfighters!

“] have now found the most awkward canopy to mask, twelve windows all with radius corners!”

windows all with radiused corners! A
quick coat of black for the inner framing

and then the grey spraying all along, 9
having ensured that the tape was all
burnished down properly first! The drop R —

tanks and last few external details were

added before a coal of Vallejo satin : s |
varnish evened up the averall finish. -

With the masking removed all that -

remained were the crow seals, which \
are resin parts. The only thing missing

from this kit really are the seat belts. so

for this model | tried a st of RAF belts

made by Lion Roar, which with careful ‘I —
assembly and painting looked really E
good. The last items o go on were the

pitot wbe and aerials, which would only

have been knocked off earlier in the

assembly.

FINAL VERDICT

So, this kit is not for the beginner and will test
the patience of the more experienced at times.
Naw it is finished | am pleased with it and |
must admit assembly would probably have been
less troublesome i | had built it in one go., but
in this instance it was dong over a long period,
with same breaks. Would | build anather? |
already have the F Mk 8 kit in my pending pile,
0 yes is the answer to that question.
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BUILT & WRITTEN BY LIEOR JEKL
FROM THE CZECH REFUBLIC

© MODEL INFO

SPEC: Special Hobby 1:72 Hawker Sea Hawk FB
Mk 3/FGA Mk 50 with AIM-88 "Hi-Tech’

KIT NO: SHT2080 MATERIALS; IM, R. PE
AVAILABLE FROM: Hannants (UK importer) and
Special Hobby stockists worldwide

PRICE GUIDE: £15.99

Suez Sea Hawk

It is quite common that a kit originally released by the MPM group will hit the market after a while under the Special
Hobby label, These reissues are usually upgraded with resin and photo-etched parts and extra decal options. This is the
case with the Hawker Sea Hawk in 1:72, which originally appeared on the shelves in an MPM box in mid-2001 (#72094).

he plastic parts are moulded
in light grey-coloured
styrene and are already
showing some marks of
aging. However, the amount of flash
and other imperfections are not
excessive. The panel lines are so finaly
engraved thar they are barely visible
in places, therefore | recommend that
you refrash them all with an engraving
tool, otherwise they will disappear
under a coat of paint, The inclusion
of an impressive barch of resin parts
allows the update of the cockpit with a
single-piece cockpit tub, ejection seat,
side panels, control stick and gunsight,
plus photo-etched instrument panel,
seal belts, etc. The underwing stores
are also quite extensive, consisting of
500Ib bombs, drop tanks and AIM-8B
rockets intended for the Dutch verstan.
Do not be surprised by the ‘odd’ look
of one of the fuel tanks, this is not a
production defect but representation
of damage caused by Egyptian anti- -

L
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g < aircraft fire. However, previously

‘missing’ details in the main wheel well
and the inlet louvres in the wing's root
were again not taken into account (as |
had hoped), so it's up to modaller’s skill
to deal with them. The instructions are
in the usual black & white A5 booklet
forman with paint references for the
main camouflage colours made only

by FS number, so it's up to modeller

to choose these from a corresponding
paint brand.

Before commencing the build |
adjusted the cockpit tub within the
fuselage halves as the casting is a few
millimetres larger, so some sanding
was necessary 1o get a snug fit. The
side panels are also rather high, so |
cut them down by 1.6 mm, otherwise
they would overlap the cockpit tub.
Having done this, the cockpit assembly
went in without further trouble. Afrer
spraying it black-grey | accentuated
the raised details and edges with a linl
drybrushed light grey paint. Quite a lot
of artention is needed for the air inlets
in the wing roots. | made the louvres
and also part of the inlet channel 10
the engine compressor from Evergreer
plastic stock, | did not bother with the
correct profile of the inlet that much;
the main objective is just 1o prevent a
‘see-through' effect within the entire
wing. Alternatively, there is a more
elegant solution and that is to make th
FOD guards that were installed over th
inlets when the aircraft was parked on
the carrier deck or ground. Next time |
will choose that option!

L —

The other part of the kit that
required some scratchbuilt additions
was the main undercarriage wall. The
kit offering is very plain, with no detail
in the roof or front and rear bulkhead
areas, and a simplified exposed section
of the engine. Equipped with sufficient
amounts of lead wire of varying diam-
eters, | reproduced the hydraulic, fuel
and power lines and other ‘mess’ that
might be casily visible. At last | was able
ta join the fuselage halves and the 1ail
assembly together. This can be quite an
easy task provided a good fit has been
achieved, nevertheloss a small amount
of filler was needed at the harizontal
joint under the cockpit for which Mr
Surfacer 500 was brushed on. Do not
forget to add some ballast in the front
of fuselage, as the instructions don't

mention this! | added, behind the cock-
pit, 5g of lead and this was just enough
to prevent a tail-sitter.

Typically for a short-run kit, some of
the smaller parts were oversimplified or
toao thick in this scale, so | decided to
replace them. This involved the wheal

well doors, landing gear struts, 1ailhook,

antennae and various tiny bits. The sin-
gle-piece canopy would sadly hide all
that marvellous detail in the cockpit, so
despite it being moulded nice and clear,
| decided to replace it with a new itém
made from vac-formed clear plastic
After blending all the surface imper-
fections the kit was given an even coat
of Mr Surfacer 1000 in preparation
for the camouflage colours. There are
two decal options to choose from, the
first one being a Royal Navy machine

(WM985) from No.BO2 Squadron
operated during the Suez Crisis from
HMS Albion, wearing typical black-yel-
low identification stripes. The second
option Is a Dureh Navy Sea Hawk FGA
Mk 50 from HNIMS Karel Doorman in
1959. | went for the first option, using
Aeromaster and Gunze Sangyo acryl-
ics and applying same (subtle) post-
shading along the panel lines. The
decal sheet is excellent quality and
includes all the necessary markings;
even a couple of stencils are included.
These decals are thin, opagque and
reacted well to Microscale Set and Sol
solutions. =




Hawker Sea Hawk by Charles Polidano

Hawker Sea Hawk FGA Mk 2, WVBZE, is held at the Malta Aviation Museum, which is located at the wartime RAF base of Ta' Qali. The aircraft retains its true serial but
has been restored and repainted by the Museum in the colours of an FGA Mk 6 that served with No. 804 Sqn, Fleet Air Arm, during the Suez Crisis in 1856

The port main undercarriage bay. Note how it is possible to see right through to the A look inside the starboard main undercarriage bay. The uniform Sky colour is pre-
other side beneath what is probably the engine housing sumably the result of repainting during restoration work

View af the tail section with the aerodynamic bullet fairing at the joint between the
fin and tailplanes

View of the starboard forward fuselage, with auxiliary air inatke louvres and an Looking up into the nosewheel bay. Mote the tyre recess up fromt. The red bar
open fuselage panel. Note also the open panels above the wing fold mechanism appears 10 be a type of locking pin
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HAWKER SEA HAWK

rd main undercarriage leg Close-up of
anism beneath the

g The This Is the nase wheel door, seen from

1o stop the s shind with the linka

% not original! locks at the bottam

A look inside the open panel on the upper fuselage just

Clase-up of the twin antennas on tho rear fuselage 1e port wing folding n
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HUILT & WRITTEN BY
MICH J. WIGMAN FROM THE UK

Striped

Sea Haw

The Sea Hawk is a type that holds its place in history by
being one of those involved in the Suez Crisis (Operation

Musketeer) in October 1956, where six
squadrons of the Fleet Air Arm operating off the carriers
HMS Eagle, HMS Albion and HMS Bulwark, were used
in the ground-attack role in support of the
Anglo-French invasion force. It did not remain in

FAA service for long though, and was starting to be
phased out just a year later when the Scimitar and
Sea Vixen started to enter service,

he kit comes in the usual
style box and on initial
inspection the plastic parts
look to be very well moulded
with nice crisp recessed details.
However, the smaller parts such as the

undercarriage look to be oversimplified,

while the doors appear 100 thick. It is
not surprising that the trailing cdges
of the wings will also need 10 thinned
down, as this is ‘par for the course’ for
this rype of kit. The fit of the main sub-
assemblies, namely the front end of
the fuselage which s split harizomtally,
the tail end that is split vertically and
the outer (folding) wing panels, all
look somewhat daunting though! The
resin parts are excellent, offering a full
cockpit, wheels, intake blanks, main
wheel well, the inner wing fold points
and a few smaller details. The photo-
etched companents comprise the outer

Before Starting:

L

B Tamiya Exira Thin Cement
W Masking Tape

B Blu-Tack

B Scalpel, with I0A blade

B Micro-mesh Files

B Daco 'Strong’ decal solvent

pair of ribs at the fold, seat harness,
intake splitter plates and ingtrument
panel (with acetate sheet for the dials)
Construction begins by removing all
the major plastic parts from the sprues
and cleaning them up, then thinning
down the trailing edges of all the
flying surfaces. At the same time the
mating surfaces of the fuselage parts
wore also sanded ro ensure they were
flat. Conventionally the assembly and
painting of the cockpit covers the first
steps of construction and no problems
were encountered. Tes! fitting the
cockpit into the upper front fuselage
half revealed rthat rhe fit was good,
although | also decided 1o test fit the
trant fuselage halves together, and
here the upper half was slightly wider
than the lower. This was easily fixed
by gluing a piece of sprue in place as
a spacer bafore the cockpit was puf in

Dimensions

Span - [Open] 39 (11.89m), [Folded]
13fr 3in (4.04m)

Length - 381 10 1/2in (12.15m)

Height - [Open] Bft 8in (2.67m),
[Foided] 16t Qin (5.1im)

Dimensions - 1:48

Span - [Open] 2477mm, [Folded]
84 2mm

Length - 253.Imm

Height - [Open] 55.8mm, [Folded]
106 5mm

& Always ensure that you work in a well-ventilated area when using solvents

I I/ /
4

References:

Paints Used:
| Alclad ) lacquer:
Dark Aluminium

Xtracrylix acrylic:
XAIF Flat Varnish

It is a great shame
Classic did not opt for
a Two-part canopy

as the nicely detailed
resin cockpit is all
but invisible withowt
the option 1o pose the
canopy open

Xtracolor enamel:

X5 RAF Extra Dark Sea
Grey (BSB40)

X7 RAF Sky (BS210)

XI2 Night Black (BS642)
Xi4| White (FSI7T875)

XAIG Gloss Varnish

W Hawker Sea Hawk by FK. Mason, Profile No.7) (Profile Publications 1968)
B Hawker Sea Hawk by T. Butier, Warpaint No.29 (Hall Park Books 2001)
B Hawker Sea Hawk (4+ Publications 200| ISBN: 80-302559-3-0)

Replic No.122 (Octaber 2001)
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Sadly the wing fold
detail is somewhat
Iacking in the kit

place. The resin main wheel well firred
very nicely, as did the intake blanks
into the leading edges of the lower front
fuselage. | left out the intake splitter
plates until later as they are quite
fragile. No nose wheel well as such is
supphed, so some weight was added

to the nose, secured with Araldite, and
the front fuselage closed up. The fitis
fairly good but some cleaning up and a
little filler with subsequent rescribing
was needed. The rear fuselage fits fairly
well, but it does not match exactly the
contours of the front end without some
help. Some clamps and cyancacrylate
glue were used 1o bond the front and
back of the fuselage together, raking
care to get the best match, | need to
mention that before joining the front
and rear ends of the fuselage, the
exhaust fairings need fo be added info
the rear of the fuselage. and they need
some adjustment with a scalpel/file

1o get a good fit (as mentioned in the
instructions). All in all, this 1ask was
nat 100 easy 10 ger right. The railplane
comes in upper and lower halves,
complete with the distinctive central
fairing, and care needs to be taken
when gluing this in place to ensure

Ahh, if only a multi-
part canopy had been
included. all that resin
interior would have

been visible
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correct alignment. Filler was applied
where necessary and all the joins were
sanded with panel lines rescribed where
necessary, This is a good nime 10 open
the hole in the fuselage to represent the
camera port, as this is absent.

| had decided early on 1o have the
wings folded, but by now | was wish-
ing | hadn't! The etched wing ribs do
not fit the contours of the wing ends
s0 cyancacrylate, filler and careful
filing were needed because they just
butt-join onto the end of the outer wing
panels. The innermost resin wing ribs
were not only tricky to fit into the wing.
but were poorly rendered and over-
simplified and impeded the “folding” of
the wing unless cut into three sections.
Disappointingly, absolutely no hinges
or brackets are included so much effort
and scratchbuilding will be needed 1o
make these areas look accurate. The
outer wing panels were not secured
in place until much later, but after a
coat of primer and the colour scheme
applied (Extra Dark Sea Grey and Sky),
the model was varnished and prepared
for the decals. The black and yellow
Suez Crisis stripes were first 1o go on
and they were nicely opague, fitted

fairly well, and were helped to conform
with the use of Daco ‘Strong’ solvent
Unfertunately the few white areas of
decal such as those on the roundels
proved too transtucent, and although
this didn't seem too bad on the wings,
the Suez stripes showed through great-
Iy on the fuselage roundels! Not having
any suitable replacements in the ‘decal
bank' | had no option but 1o reluctantly
paint the white arcas...a few coats were
needed! Once all the decals had been
applied. and had dried, the model was
given another coat of gloss varnish and
the panel lines were highlighted.

The undercarriage parts are simpli-
fied, especially the main gear actuators
and leg braces which should really be
discarded and replaced by plastic or
metal rod. The fit of the undercarriage
legs into the respective wheel walls was
also fairly poor, with the hale for the

nose wheel strut not being deep enough,

and the main struts being slightly loose,
The wheels were flattened and then
added, noting that they actually cant
inwards at the top while the main legs
also slope inwards at the bottom. All the
undercarriage doors are disappointingly
thick so the purists may well choose 10

We are not quite sure if we prefer the wings up or
down on the Sea Hawk? I is a petit little aircrafy,
even in 1:48

replace them. The exhaust fairings were
sprayed Alclad || Dark Aluminium, and

a test fit of the resin exhausts revealed
them to be a very tight fit. Some sand-
ing was needed and it was necessary
to carefully remave the lug within each
axhaust fairing. othorwise they pro-
jected out too far, Sadly, after all that,
they are guite unconvincing as they are
simply far too shallow,

The model was matted down with
K¥tracrylx varnish and the seat and
gunsight added. The final parts e g
arrestor hook, aerials and pitot were
added, and the wings were simply
artached to the fuselage (remember,
no hinges!) without problem, but the
etched intake splitter plates do need
care. The canopy is unfortunately sup-
plied in one piece (why when there’s a
nice resin cockpit?). is also fairly thick
and needs a fair bit of honing and test
firting to fit. With hindsight, I'd recom-
mend fitting this part prior to applying
the colour scheme as the associared
(and essential) filling and sanding
would not be a problem! Once | got a
reasonable fit, | made the prominent
rubber canopy hood seals from paper 1o
complete the model.

Tha wheel wells are mostly hidden thanks fo the
inner doors that shur atter the goar is down and

are therefors moulded bn site kn this kit

o



It b5 still presty regardiess of the hard work that
has to be put in to get to this polnt!

You cowld do more and separaie the comirol sur-
faces etc., but as supplied the kit gives you just

As you can seo the taithook has a tendency to ‘wander a
bit, but fixing it rigidly would leave it wide open to baing
snapped off and lost - we have all been there!

My persanal impression is that this kit provides you with the basis
far making an accurate Sea Hawk, but that it falls short in 2 number
ol areas on close inspection. Being one of my faveurite Royal Maval
aircraft, | welcomed this release, and it looks the part initially, but

for those wanting a more accurate model (especially with the wings
falded!), a fair amount of extra work is essential. | would nat say this
is an easy build, 50 can only recommend it to those who have experi-
ence with limited-ron, multi-media kits. For the price it isn't exactly
cheap and if it wasn't for this I'd like 1o do anather (with the benefit of
hindsight), and make it more accurate and add more detail.
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: HAWKE

HAWNKER SEA HAWK

Protagonist of the Suez Campaign

itting on the edge of a cliff
at the very end of Hal Far
runway in Malta was the best
vantage point from whera
to watch the activities of this Royal
Naval Air Station (RNAS), certainly
the busiest and mast important in
the Mediterranean during the late
1950s. An enormous cloud of black
smoke, followed by the sound of Mena
engines starting up and revving, was
the signal that the entire squadron of
Sea Hawks parked af the opposite end
of the airfield was being launched’ for
another day of gun and rocket firing
practice. The target, as always, was a
smail, uninhabited rock the size of a
small village a few miles south of Hal
Far. In no time at all one could see the
Sea Hawks diving down in follow the
leader’ fashion, launching their rockets
{rom a distance and then emptying their
guns at close range. What a way to
spend a summer day during the school
holidays....

In this day and age of escalating
defence casts, we are used to the
longevity of aircraft types that remain
in service for decades, and almost cer-
tainly new ypes anlering service today
will still be around In 25 to 30 years
time. Tha situation was very ditferent
between 1920 and the late 1940s. main-
ly due to the rapid technological and
aserodynamic advances of that period,
Normal lifespan for a frontline fighter
during those years was less than a
decade, and the Hawker Sea Hawk was
not expected to be an exception. That
the type was still in frontline service
with the Indian Navy until replaced by

the Sea Harrier in the sarly 1980s lifts
the Sea Hawk out of the ordinary and
places it in a niche of its own

Though the Fleet Air Arm (FAA)
formed part of the ‘Senior Service', it
fought throughout most of the Second
World War with outdated equipment or
navalised versions of fighter aircraft
produced for the Royal Air Force (RAF)
Even in the latter scenario, it had to
wait in line for years to acquire nav-
alised Hurricanes and Spitfires, which
were pressed into service more through
sheer operational pressure than from
conviction of their suftability. The first
attempt at a complately original jer-
powered design for naval use in the
farm of the Attacker - which in fact
used much tooling from the Spiteful -
was nathing short of a disappointment

A DIFFICULT BEGINNING

The Sea Hawk's story actually started
on Ist September 1944 when the
Hawker Fury, built 1o specification
F.2/43, took to the air for the first time.
Planned at the time as an improved
Tempest for use by the RAF in the

Far East, it was rejected and passed

on (yes, you guessed) 1o the FAA as
the Sea Fury (see MAI Issue 10, May
2006). During the initial development
stage of the prototypes, however, it was
decided to try and adap? the airframe 1o
take a jet engine. The 3.500Ib Derwent
was considered to be hopelessly short
of power for such a massive fighter, so
Hawher opted for the Rolls-Royce B.4|
(a development of the Derwent) around
which the Fury prototype was modified.
With the engine fitted amidships so

FGA Mk 6 XEIT1/184 from No.BOB Squadron
Is ready for start-up, with the pilot being
strapped up in the cockpit. Apart from two
rocket rails the sircraft is also fitted with a
bomb rack (R.J. Caruana Archives)
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that the pilat's cockpit could be moved
as far forward as possible to improve
forward visibility (very important for a
type that will land on a carrier), Hawker
adopted split lateral air intakes simi-
lar to those of the Vampire, while the
exhaust was carried straight 1o the tail-
end of the fuselage (a very convention-
al layout later used on the Hunter). The
design was submitted to the Air Sraff as
the P.I035 in November 1944

Within a few weeks, Hawker pre-
sented an amended design in the form
of the P.I040. The main difference con-
coerned the way the engine exhaust was
now directed through a bifurcated pipe
(patented by Hawker) exiting on either
side of the fuselage, just aft of the wing
trailing edges. This system considerably
shorted the exhaus! pipe, simplitying
design and construction of the rear
fuselage. Moreover, space gained
behind the engine was utilised to house
a considerable volume of fuel. The
wings, now devoid of any fuel fanks and
refated plumbing. could be designed
and built to an ideally thin profile. By
that time, the design team had departed
considerably from the Fury' layout, so
much so that even the elliptical wing
platform was abandoned in preference
to a much more conventional design,
featuring straight leading and trailing
edges, thus making its construction far
easier. To clear the exhaust efflux, the
tallplane was set higher up the fin, and
a tricycle undercarriage was deemed
necessary 10 provide the pilot with an
excellent view forward whilst on the

WRITTEN BY RICHARD J. CARUANA |

RSEAH

ground. A guartet of Hispano 20mm
cannon was chosen as armament, laid
out in pairs on elther side of the cockpit
tub with shell magazines positioned
behind the cockpit's rear bulkhead
Although Rolls-Royce exhibited some
reservations about the feasibility of

the bifurcated jetr pipe, Sidney Camm
fait that he had sufficient data to
proceed with the project, and a new
prototype was submitted to Hawker's
Experimental Department. As war in
Europe came to a close (VE Day), fol-
lowed a few months later by the end

of the war in the Far East (VJ Day),
official enthusiasm for new proposals,
including Hawhker's P.1I040, waned both
at the Air Ministry and the Admiralty. All
services were announcing widespread
cancellations of military orders and the
RAF seemed satisfied that it could face
the post-war period with the introduc-
tion of the Hawker Tempest and Gloster
Metear, while the FAA was still awaiting
the delivery of its first Sea Furies

NAVAL INTEREST

Well known for his tenacity, Sydney
Camm could not let the P.I040 project
disintegrate. He presented a navalisad
version 1o the Admiralty in January
1946, rightly foreseeing the near
impossibility of a naval version of the
Meteor becoming a reality. The FAA was
impressed by the projected long-range
capabilities of Hawker's jet fighter
together with the improved perform-
ance promised by the Nene's (B.41)
higher thrust, and issued an Instruction
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The plague identifies the aircratt carrier as HMS Ark Royal and lists its name-sakes’ exploits dating back
fo the Armada of 1588. Here FGA Mk 4 WYS06 is being re-armed. Note the type of underwing rocket rails
and unfinned external fuel tank (R.J, Caruana Archives)

to Proceed for three prototypes.
Specification N.7/46 was then issued in
May covering the first 1040 (VP401),
a second test structure (VP407) and
two navalised examples (VP43 and
VP422). The specification called for
folding wings. catapult spools and four
nose-mounted 20mm Hispano cannon,
but when VP40I took off for its initial
flight on 2nd September 1947 powered
by a Rolis-Royee Nene of 4,5001b
thrust, it had none of these refine-
ments. Three days after this maiden
flight from Boscombe Down the proto-
type was transferred to Farnborough,
and the only major snag encountered
during the flight trials was excessive
heating of the rear fuselage requiring
the redesign of the efflux fairing, from
the original square format to a pen-nib
shape

Maval interest was only officially
announced ra the public when the
second protatype (the first ro meet fully
the N.7/48 specification) took to the
air on the 3rd September 1948, Apar
from carrying the full nose armament
it featured folding wings and catapult
spools but, as yet, no arrestor hook.
This was fitted some time later, as it
proceeded from flight trials 1o dummy
deck landings at Boscombe Down
before being flown onta HMS llustrious
for real deck trials in April the follow-
ing year. As a result of these tests,

Hawhker were requested to increase

the wing span in order 10 improve
low-speed handling during approach

to landing on carrier decks. It had also
been determined that the arrestor hook
was too short, as only six successful
landings had been achieved. VP4I3
returned to HMS lllustrious sultably
madified in November and performed
perfectly for the remaining trials, which
included 25 landings. Meanwhile
VP422 had flown for the first time on
I7th Dctober 1848, featuring pylons for
underwing fuel tanks and artachment
points for Rocket-Assisted Take-Off
Gear (RATOG); the larter was, however,
never given the full blessing of the FAA,
notwithstanding extensive testing. The
improved Nene 2, providing 5,0001b of

Sea Hawhs of various marks (FB Mk 3s, FGA Mk 45 and FGA Mk Bs) can be seen togather in this phato
taken on HMS Albion while steaming fowards Suez in the autumn of 1956. The reprosentation of the

badge on the nose slao arnies, some being flanked by o red/white-chequered board. The sailors are not

engaged in naval deck

(R.J. Caruana Archives)

thrust, replaced the original powerplanmt
and in 1948 VP40 was entered for the
National Air Races at Eimdon. Piloted
by Neville Duke, it wan at a speed of
508mph. Two days later it also carried
away the SBAC Trophy at an average
speed of 510mph, and was awarded the
Geoffrey de Havilland Memorial Trophy
for the fastest lap when it clocked
583mph. VP40I was subsequently fit-
ted with an Armstrong-Siddeley Snarler
rocket in the tail (P.I0T2) becoming
Britain's first rocket-powered aircraft
Hawker received the first production
order on 22nd November 1849 for the
manufacture of 151 naval fighters, which
by now carried the official name Sea
Hawk. Further modifications were intro-
duced including a pressurised cockpit,

g but are actually painting the yellow deck centreline

a Martin-Baker ejection seat and sev-
eral design changes to improve take-off
and landing, and to compensate for
increase in weight as a result of these
final additions.

KOREAN WAR BOOST

A few years of relative ‘peace’ were
shattered in the early 1850s by the out-
break of a major conflict in Korea. This
quickly exposed the error in the imme-
diate post-war thinking of the British
aviation industry, which had been
reduced to a mere shadow of ite former
self. Attemprs 1o speed up production
of Sea Furies and Sea Hawks proved
extremely difficult, and it was only fol-
lowing a change of Government in 1951
that Hawker's jet-powered projects—»

The same aircratt as soen on board HMS Eagle is here saen in an all-black Mhm;mmwnwmﬁm
Requirements Unit, which was operated by Airwork Services Lrd. (RLJ. Caruana)

-"- U
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- COLOUR PROFILES

Sea Hawk F Mk |, WFISE/1T0, Mo_B98 Maval Air Sguadron, 1853, Extra Dark Sea Grey/Sky

fintsh with standard national markings (roundels in six positions: all lettering in black l
Unir marking on forward fuselage. Standard representation of serial holow wings reads |
from the front under the port wing. and trom bahind under the starboard

Sea Hawk F Mk |, WFIT6/1B0/ST, No, 767 Naval Rir Squadron,
RMNAS Strerton. 1954, Extra Dark Sea Groy/Sky finish with standard
national markings: all lettering in black. Unit crest on nose

Saa Hawk F Mk 2, WF254/121, No.BOT Maval Air Squadron, Brawdy.
1954, Extra Dark Sea Grey/Sky finksh with standard national markings:
all lettering in black. Black Panther matit on nose

&
"

Sea Hawk FB Mk 3, WM334, ‘Rasd Devils', No.738 Training Squadron, SBAC Dispaly, 1957,
Scarlet averall with standard national markings: white lettering. ‘Royal’ below starboard and
‘Navy’ balow port wings in white, reading from trailing edge

Soa Hawk F8 Mk 3, WMBBZ2/TD3/FD, No. 784 Maval Air Squadron, RNAS Ford. Extra Dark
Sea Groy/Sky finish with standard national markings; all lettering in black. Flag
embloms on forward fuselage: fin buller Emerald Green

Sea Hawk FB Mk 3, WMOBS/161/C, No.BII Maval Kir Squadron, HMS Centaur. Extra Dark Sea Groy/
Sky finish with standard national markings: black fin and fin bullet with white code 'C'. All letter-
ing in black: Marlin marking on nase in black and white
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Saa Hawk FGA Mk 4, WVB54/146, No.BO3 Naval Air

Squadron. Extra Dark Sea Grey/Sky finish with standard

national markings: all lettering in black, Yellow/black 1
checks on fin bullet; unit marking on both sides of nase !

L ]

Sea Hawk FB Mk 3, WM933/463/8, No.B35 Naval Air Squadron, HMS Bulwark,

Suez, 1956. Standard finish and national markings: yellow black stripes
around wings and rear fuselage (note thinner black stripas on
fuselage than yollaw). All lentering in biack. This unit's Sea Hawks

" had been passed over from No.BST NAS, retaining the latter's

wt{i]

Above: Sea Hawk FB Mk 3, WM395/138/Z. No.820 NAS, HMS Albion, Suez. 19586, Extra Dark Sea
Groy/Sky finish with standard national markings; yellow/black stripes around wings and fusolage.
All lettering in black: unit crest on both sides of nose

Below: Sea Hawk FGA Mk 6, XEIBS/171/8, No.BO4 Squndron, MMS Bulwark, Suez, 1958, Exira
Dark Sea Groy/Sky finish with standard national markings; yellow/black stripes around wings
and rear fuselage. All lettering in black: unit marking in black/white on nose

Profiles 1:72 Scale

i v 0 wmerres 1 2
0 = -
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FEET 3

Above: Sea Hawk FGA Mk 6. XE385/166/0, Mo.B04 Maval Air Squadron, HMS Ark Royal, Extra Finish as per ‘171" above
Below: Sea Hawk FGA Mk 6, XE4D7/236/2-8. No.810 Naval Air Squadron, HMS Bubwark, Suez, 1956. Standard finish and m
national markings; yelow/black stripes around wings and rear fusclage. Lettoring black, except codes which are white on f

a riéed background on fin and rudder: red flash on nese with unit crest superimposed. ‘236 repeated on nose whesl doar

o
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COLOUR PROFILES

Sea Hawk FGA Mk 4. WVII3/BI6/LM, Me.738 Maval Air Squadron. RNAS
Lessiomouth, 1958. Extra Dark Soa Grey/Sky finish with standard national markings; dark
blue fin and fin bublet fairing. Lottoring in black, except ‘LM’ on fin which is in white and

"836" on nose which is in Extra Dark Sea Grey; winged horse emblem is black on starbeard
sidhe and rod on port. Note unpainted (or white) panals below front tuselage

Sea Hawk FGA Mk 6, XE406/107/R, No.BOO Naval Ar Sguadron, HMS Ark Royal.
Extra Dark Sea Grey/Sky finish with standard national markings: all lettering in i
black. Red/white chucks flanking unit crest on nese 4 L.

Son Hawk FGA Mk 6, KE447/486/J, No.BST Naval Air Squadron, HMS
Eagie, 1956. Extra Dark Sea Grey/Sky finish with standard national o
markings: all leftering in black. Tern marking on nose (bath sides) [

Sea Hawk FGA Mi 6, XE445/128/C. No.B0I Naval Air Squadron, HMS
Contaur, Extra Dark Sea Grey/Whire finish with standard national markings:
all iettering in black, with ‘128" on nose and T on fin outfined in

white. Unit marking in gold carried on both sides of nose

Sea Hawk FGA Mk 6, XEJ62/1B1/A, No BDE Maval Air Squadron, HMS Albian,
early 1960. Extra Dark Sea Grey/White finish with standard national markings;
sorial, code ‘A and Royal Mavy’ on rear fuselage in white. Code “I1B1' on nose and
serial below wings in black; unit marking on forward fusalage thinly outlined in
black. '8 in red, outlined in black, an nose wheel door

Profiles 1:72 Scale a '
2 Sea Howk FGA Mk 6. XE334/036, Fleet Reguirements Unit (operated by

0 mermes 1

- il Airwork Services), ANAS Hal Far, Mala. Gloss Black overall with standard
_— I national markings: all lettesing in white
0
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Profiles 1:72 Scale

Sea Hawk FGA Mk 6, INIGG/0BO0/W, No.300 (White Tigers) Squadron, INS Vikrant.
Extra Dark Sea Groy/White finish with standard national markings (orange/
white/green roundels); all lettering in black. Unit marking on nose

Sea Hawk FGA Mk 100, VB-121, |./MFG 2. Marinefiager, Jagel, 1960, Extra Dark
Sea Gray/Sky finish with standard national markings: all lertering in black. Unit
badge on top of fin (both sides)

Sea Hawk FGR M 101. RB+256, 2./MFG |, Marinoflieger, Husum, October 1959,
Extra Dark Sea Grey/Sky finish with standard national markings; all leftering in
black. Unit badge on forward fuselage (both sides)

Sea Hawk FGA Mk 50, 6-61, No.860 Squadron,

Royal Netherlands Naval Air Service. Extra Dark

Sea Grey/Sky finish with standard national

markings: all letiering in black. Unit crest on forward

fuselage (both sides); red flashes an nose
and fin ballet tairing

Sua Hawk FGR Mk 101, RB+242, 2./MFG 2,
Marineflicger, Jagel. early 1960s. Extra Dark
Soa Grey/Sky finish with standard national
markings: all lettoring in black. Unit marking

on forward fuselage and top of fin (both

underwing fuel tanks

Sea Hawh FGA Mk 50, 117/V, No.860 Squadron, Royal Netherlands Naval Air Service. Same ¢ l
finish as abave but with rovised markings: note red intake lips and jet intake warning markings _'r Y
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HISTOR

HAWKER SEA HAWK

What an infernal noise! A formidable line up of Sea Hawis starf up thoir Nenes filling the air with smoke at
mndm+muurnnmlmwmunnuuulﬂwdh#

aircraft parked at far left is o Wyvern (R.J. Caruana Archives)

-rr*
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< (Sea Hawk and Hunter) received prior-
ity. Production, however, had to be
transferred elsewhere as Armstrong-
Whitworth (part of the Hawker-
Siddeley group) at Coventry took over
after Hawker had produced only 35 Sea
Hawks at their Kingston plant. These
initial F Mk Is (WFI143-181, WFIB7-177 &
WMSB0I-908) built under Contract SPB/
AC/3142/CB.Tb were mainly engaged in
service trials ranging from further car-
rier trials (aboard HMS Eagle) to cold
weather tests in Canada. WFI4T was
ta become the F Mk 2 prototype with
powered ailerons, while WFI57 was
retained and modified 1o become the FB

Mk 3 equipped with underwing pylons
for a total of 1,000b. Other Sea Hawks
from this initial batch went to form the
first Naval Air Squadron (No. B06) at
Brawdy in March 1853, participating in
the Coronation Review at Spithead the
following June. In February 1954 the
unit embarked on HMS Eagle carrying
the famous ‘Ace of Diamonds’ markings.
Nos. BO4 and BB8 Squadron were also
formed with the F Mk |. Some criticism
was levelled at the FAA for rushing

into procuring the Sea Hawk after the
appearance of Hawker's sweptback-
wing development, the PI052. It was
rightly argued, however, that waiting for
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the realisation of a fully operational ver-
sion of the P.1052 would have delayed
the introduction of the Royal Navy's
first true jer fighter into service by a
number of years.

The first Armstrong-Whitworth Sea
Hawk F Mk | (WFIB2) made is first
flight on 18th December 1952 with
the B0th and last of its kind flying
by December of the following year,
The first production F Mk 2 (WF240)
took to the air on 24th February
1954 from Binteswell, followed by 39
other examples. These Sea Hawks
went to equip Nos.BO2, BO6 and BOT
Squadrons. With the FB Mk 3, the Sea

FB Mk 3 WF287/140 is one of four Ses Hawks
seen in this picture, which have started up their
engines on board the flight deck of HMS Eagle
The date must be after 1956 as the previous fin
code 'J' has been exchanged for 'E. Note alsa
tha Whirlwind helicoptor and Fairey Gannet (R.J.
Caruana Archives)

Hawk became a true fighter-bomber.
WF280 flaw for the first time on (3th
March 1954, being extensively tested at
Bitreswell and Boscombe Down for the
carriage of twa or four S00Ib bombs,
twenty 3-inch rockets with G60lb war-
heads, and BB-gallon drop tanks, mines
and napalm in different combinations
With a total production of 116 examples,
the Sea Hawk FB Mk 3 became the
widest used version. FAA squadrons
equipped with it began with No.BO6 in
July 1954 followed by Nos.800, B0I,
803, 811, 887 and 898. Shore stations
equipped with the FB Mk 3 included No.
700 Squadron at ANAS Ford and the
Naval Fighter School at Lossiemouth.
The FGA Mk 4 lost much of its
punch, as the added weight of arma-
ment was not proportionally compen-
sated by an increase in engine power
Motwithstanding its poor performance,
97 examples were built starting with
WWV782, which flew for the first time on
2Bth August 1954, The type served with
Nos.B03, BO4, 810, 887 and BS8 Naval
Air Squadrons. Thankfully, Rolls-Royce
managed, regardless ol considerable
budget limitations, to upgrade the Nene
providing an additional 2001b of thrust.
Hoping for the best, the Admiralty
ordered all FB Mk 3s and FGA Mk 4s
to be re-engined with this improved
version. Thus modified, the FB Mk 3
became the FB Mk 5 and the FGA Mk 4
the FGA Mk B, but only 50 of the former
and even fewer of the latter were thus
modified. The increase in thrust did not
alter the high-end spectrum of the air-
craft’s performance, but it did give the
Sea Hawk a bit more power at the lower
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end, especially on take-off and landing

- a saving grace, which improved low
level handling considerably. B6 new-
build Sea Hawk FGA Mk 65 were ordered
and delivery of this batch was completed
by January of I956. By June of that year
these had joined Nos.B0O, B2, BO4,
B97, 898, and B9 Naval Air Squadrons.

TROUBLE AT SUEZ

It was during '‘Operation Musketeer',
the Angle-French landings of the Suez
Crisis in November 1956, that the Sea
Hawk's capabilities became fully appre-
ciated. During this short but hectic
period of operations Nos.B0O, B02,
B804, BIO, B95, BA7 and BI99 Squadrons
of the FAA were embarked on three
aircraft carriers - HMS Bulwark, Eagle
and Albion - and the Navy's frontlina
fighter gave a very good account of
itself. The AAF's Hunter F Mk 5s at
Cyprus were unable to cope with the
situation due to their inadequate range,
and the brunt of the ground-attack
operation was pressed home by Sea
Hawks, in many instances facing heavy
return fire, The three carriers sailed
from Malta on 26th October 1956,
taking up station some 50 miles from
the Egyptian coast by the end of that
month. During that journey, Sea Hawks
{and most other aircraft) acquired
recognition stripes reminiscent of D-
Day. There seems to have been some
confusion regarding the specified col-
ours, as British forces were required
to apply white and black stripes while
yellow and black stripes were reserved
for the French. It is still a mystery how
eventually most (if not all) AAF and
FAA aircraft participating in this cam-
paign adopted the yellow and black
bands?

-"ir_-""“ -

Another scene on board HMS Exgle as FGA Mk 6, XE344/476/E of No 898 Squadron is marshalled on the flight deck. This aircraft is firted with a finned fuel
tank and you can also see the catapult track in the foreground (R.J. Caruana Archives)

“With the Hunters at Cyprus unable to cope due o inadequate range the brunt of lrwni-ntlnk operations
were pressed home by the Sea Hawk”

Following the Suez crisis the FAA's
use of the Sea Hawk began fo wane
as the Sea Vixen and Scimitar were
waiting on the sideline, thus offering a
great step forward in rechnology for the
Navy. These aircraft had twin engines
of the much safer axial-flow type, had
30mm Aden cannon, could carry guided
missiles and even had nuclear strike
capability, However, Hawker's small
and elegant fighter did manage one last
star appearance when five all-scarler
Sea Hawks of No. 738 Naval Training
Squadron performed aerobatics at the
1857 SBAC Display. By the following
year the type began to be relegared
to second-line units, with No.BOG
Squadron relinguishing their last Sea
Hawks on ISth December 1960.

EXPORT SEA HAWKS

Throughout its service career the Sea
Hawk fulfilled all that had been asked
of it and was considered as one of the
most popular aircraft to see service. Its
ease of maintenance on deck or ashore,
coupled with a quick turn-around, made
it an ideal shipboard type, and once in
the air it was very easy to fly. An export
drive aimed at Australia and Canada

to equip with Sea Hawks did not bear
fruit. Maybe in an attempt to push the
matter home, ex-FAA Sea Hawks were
presented to navies of both countries
but the number was so small that they
never attained squadron sorvice, even
though some Australian Navy Sea
Hawks were evaluated on board HMAS
Sydney. Efforts to lure the French Navy
proved just as futile. With the Sea
Hawk production line at Armstrong-
Whitworth nearing closure. both the
Royal Netherlands Naval Air Service and
the West German Marineflieger decided

that the Sea Hawhk could fill their naval
requirements at a very reasonable
price. Although the Coventry plant was
in the process of being dismantled, it
was reopened to accommodate these
orders: 30 for the Netherlands and B4
for Germany. Sea Hawks of the NATO-
funded Netherlands order were exter-
nally identical to the standard FGA Mk
Bs except that they were eguipped with
Philips UHF radio, whose only external
identification feature was a dorsal blade
aerial. During 1958 these aircraft were
maodified to carry Philco Sidewinder 1A
air-to-air heat-seeking missiles using
the inboard wing pylon (replacing the
500Ib bomb). Designated FB Mk 50s,
these aircraft were eventually retired from
service towards the end of 1964, Tha
German order involved greater changes.
The FGA Mk 100 (VB+120 1o VB+I38) was
conceived as a fair-weather day fighter-
bombar, while the FGR Mk (DI (RB+240
1o RB+256, RB+360 10 AB+376) was a
day fighrer with bad weather capabil-
ity. For this role the latter version was
equipped with an Ecko search radar
housed in & pod under the starboard
wing inner pylon, the external fuel tank
being moved 10 the second pylan usually
reserved for bombs or rockets. Both Mk
100 and 10is were modified to use UHF
radio and externally were easily recog-
nised from any other Sea Hawks by their
taller vertical tails, With these deliveries
the Coventry Sea Hawk plant closed in
1959, but nat for long!

Towards the end of 1953 India pur-
chased nine Sea Hawk FB Mk 3s from
i-FAA stocks, These were refurbished
and converted to FGA Mk 6 standard
(IN151-159) and were delivered during
the first half of 1960. The Sea Hawk was
&0 popular that a further order for 14

was placed. Armstrong-Whitworth had
1o reopen their plant for these new-build
FGA Mk Bs (INIGD-1T3), with delivery
being completed in 1961. The India Navy
found in the Sea Hawk an ideal fighter
for use from its carrier and decided
to procure more examples. It appsars
that more FGA Mk Bs (INIT4-195) were
bought at some stage, but their fate is
still unclear. To ensure longevity for its
Sea Hawk squadrons, India obtained
ten Mk 100 and 1B Mk 10is from West
Germany in 1966, and some of these
saw action during the Indo-Pakistani
hostilities in the Bay of Bengal during
1971. By 1980 No.300 "White Tiger'
Squadron on INS Vikrant and No, 551
Squadron (which was shore-based)
were reduced 1o no more than two-
dozen aircraft. The Sea Hawk continued
to fly in India for some years even afrer
the delivery of the Sea Harrier that was
supposed to replace it

Whoever flew the Sea Hawk can tes-
tify to its ease of handling, viceless fly-
ing qualities and sheer thrill of being in
control of a real ‘pilot’s aeroplane’. I did
not afford too much power but the fact
that it survived into the 1980s is proof
of its worthiness. Luckily a few exam-
ples of this aircraft still survive in muse-
ums, as a witnesses to the real birth of
jet aviation in British naval service
The Malta Aviation Museum acquired
WVB26 in 1998 and it now has pride of
place at the entry to the older building.
It brings back memories of the stun-
ning displays over the Island, espe-
cially that of 1954 over HMS Falcon
(RNAS Hal Far), with a mass formation
take-off in the company of Sea Furies
and Fireflias, producing no fewer than
40 alrcraft in the air within minutes,
Try to beat that, today! m
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SKILL LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

BUILT & WRITTEN
BY JAY LAVERTY

SOMEONE'S LISTENING

Say what you like about
Trumpeter, they are listening. Over
the last couple of years we have
seen a steady improvement in
every release and in this kit we see
yet anather leap forward in their
quality. As usual, there is aiready
debate about the representation

of the rivet detail on this model,
but as the saying goes ‘you can’t
please all of the people all of the
time'. Most prefer recessed detail,
however there are those who
bemoan the rivets represented

in this manner claiming they are
inappropriate. | must disagree
though, as | feel this is a spectacu-
lar model.

O MODDEL INFD

SPEC: Trumpeter |:32 Douglas SBO-/-2
Dauntless KIT NO.: 02241
MATERIALS: IM, PE. RB
AVAILABLE FROM: Pocketbond Ltd (UK
Distribution) and Trumpeter stackists weridwide
PRICE GUIDE: £59.89

Probably the small size of these
images daes not tell the whale stary,
the SBO is not that big in 1:48, but it is
pretty substantial in 1:32!

For me every kit starts with
careful study of the instruction
sheet to plan the build and see
where it conflicts with painting.
Clearly Trumpeter have thought
this one through, as the interior
assembly is laid out in such a man-
ner that there is very little conflict.
Several of the components, such
as consoles and the radio, need
to be & different colour than the
basic Interior Green, therefore |
decided 1o remove these from the
sprues, clean them up then label
them on the rear in arder fo keep
track of where they will go. Here
you really see the superior quality
of this kit, as all of these parts are
superbly detailed. e o
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UNDAUNTED

Boasting the lowest loss ratio of any USN carrier-based aircraft, the Dauntless was a far more important and
influential aeroplane than most assume. Spending over three years operating against the Japanese fleet,
and playing a lead role in the battles that changed the course of the Pacific War, the SBD (Slow But Deadly)
also had the unique honour of being a superior aircraft to the one that was designed to replace it (Helldiver).
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SKILL LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

STEP BY STEP GUIDE - INTERIOR & ENGINE

It may seem obvious to some, but a simple way
to keep track of many parts that require painting
before assembling is to write the part number
on the back

The exhausts were done out of sync with the
instructions, and completely assembled right
away. Here they have the Alclad 1| aluminium
applied, immediately prior to the Humbrel colours
rhat will give them the appearance of gonuine
exhausts

CLEAR INNOVATIONS

The fit of the parts thus far proved to
be excellent, and the anly minor prob-
lem was the turret, which requires a
small amount of superglue to fill a gap
at the rear of the ring. Interestingly the
instructions call for the flaps in the
turret to be painted ‘red/brown’, which
| erroneously assumed 1o represent
Bakelite or something like that. After
looking at a couple of references, it
became apparent that this colour was
incorrect and they should be the same
colour as the
interior. In

fact there are a
couple of instances

in the instructions that call
for an incorrect colour, therefore |
recommend keeping some trustworthy
references to hand and following them
as much as possible. One thing thar

| never completely understood about
Trumpeter kits is their insistence on a
clear Instrument panel incorporating
the dials. Personally | would much rath-

Whila it isn't perfectly round, Plus Models’ lead
wire s a graat solution for wiring that will easily
tail into place and stay there, it is not a blanket
solution for all wiring needs: hawovar it has its

distinct advantages in certain situations

Aftor spraying Alclad 1) Aluminium to the entine
interier surface. the White Ensign Interiar Zinc
Chromate green is applied, and carefully chipped
away in places. A painstaking process to be sure.
bt well worth the resuir!

er have a panel made from grey plastic
with openings for the dials that can be
filied later with Kristal Klear. Thumbs
up for using the acetate film ‘sandwich’
method, as this is clearly (forgive the
pun) one of their more

positive innovations.
| was faced with a
dilemma on what

to do about the
diais, however
Montex, having
done some
masks for
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Something Trumpeter has added with the spocific
Intention of catering for the add-on detailer. By
drilling out the ends of the ring here, the wiring
lowm for the engine can be replicated quickly
and easily

This picrure clearty llustrates the most axtreme
point of the shading process with the highlights
and lowiights being clearly visible. What will
immadiately follow this stage is a blending coat
aof a very thin base colour

canopy. Included the added bonus of
masks for the instrument panel! After
an hour or so working on the instru-
ment panel, | was ready to move onto
painting the cockpit interior as a whole.

STEP INSIDE
As the pictures and accompanying cap-
tlons will hopefully illustrate, | applied
a base of Alclad Il

Aluminium, fol-
lowed by

Once again it ks time for the lead wire fo make
an appearance and this is ane situation where il
excels. The malleability of it ensured that once
the wiring had been painted, bending the wires
into shape around the engine was a simple task

) \‘

Tha map table comas with one option and that i
open, which would be fine had you a pilot inside the
cockpit, but for some reason | doubt they would
have left it opon when no ong was in the plana, as
this would show deown BetTing in the cockpit..

Interior Zinc Chromate, which was
than picked away in places to reveal
the ‘matal’ underneath. This operation
hinges on the enamels still being ever
so slightly wet (others may da it differ-
ently, but | find this works for me) but it
does not take long to chip away enough
of the interior green from areas that
are likely 1o receive a lot of wear and
tear and the effect looks very convine-
ing. Assembly now moves on 1o various
components af the interior sidewalls,
along with just about everything aside
from the seat, after which | applied
gloss varnish. The details can be picked
out on the sidewalls, and the gloss var-
nish does mean that if you
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"Interestingly the instructions call for
the flaps in the turret to be painted ‘red/
brown’, which I erronecusly assumed

to represent Bakelite or something

like that. After looking at a couple of
references, it became apparent that this
colour was incorrect and they should he
the same colour as the interior”

As you can see the layout of the
cockpit is rendernd very will by

Trumpeter, and painting svarything

is very simple. With the companent
structure of the interior dutails,
adding a bot of extra detail should
you 5o desire, is not going 1o be a
tremendous undertaking,

Careful test fitting and some sanding back
of the locator pins are necessary when
putting the fuselage halves together, it
creaks. groans and protests mightily, but
in the end it will go rogerher and despite
what you may have heard, a simple test fit
shows that the flear in the rear fuselage
makes no differencs to the alignment

of the fusclage. In or out thers is still a
slight, and simple-to-fill, gap

0 course | had 1o add Eduard sear-
beits ta my cockpit, as | would nover
have the patience to replicate ali of
the stitching by hand
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SKILL LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE :

Close-up of the propeller boss, nare the alignment marks an both boss

and hub

Clase-up of the engine and propelier hub

ous panels at the wing fold

A inok back alang the underside, you can sea the steady plates for the
bamb in line with the arms of rhe cragle

This shot gives you an idea of the fit of the vari-

having a pneumatic tyre

The arrestor hook and taitwheel the later

The carburettor air intake drops dewn into the airflow
underneath the cowling

Here you can so inside the cowl
gills, with their linkage prominent

“] applied a base of Alclad II Aluminium, followed by Interior Zinc Chromate, which was then picked away in
[nlhlrlmriuihlil!mnlly,hnllﬁniihhmklhrm]hliidnnmihhlnnnh:hipmylmuhdihn

- make any mistakes you can quickly

remove the offending ‘smudge’ without
damaging the paint underneath.

With the interior ready to be
assembled, | decided 1o move on 10
the engine. Included is just about
every detail aside from the cooling
flap actuator ring. and the whole area
just cries out 1o be open. Being game
for that, | decided to add some of the
wiring detail around and behind the
engine, in an attempt 1o make it look
busy and interesting as opposed to

completely accurate. Once again, in
the interests of preventing extreme
literary boredom, | hope the pictures,
and captions will illustrate what | did
to this area.

With these two sub-assemblies
ready it was time to join the fuselage
halves and these fit together rather
well, apart from the fact that the floor
behind the turret splays them apart
slightly, which requires quite a bit of
carefully applied pressure to achieve
a snug fit,
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KEEPING UP APPEARANCES

When it comes fo the wings, things are
egually as good aside from the flaps.

| have to confess to being less than
impressed at first with the way the flaps
are placed on the sprue, |t may seem
like a small and unimportant issue, but
they have long artachment points which
are not only slightly unusual, but are
just a rad inconvenient. They are not
terribly difficult 1o deal with though, if
you use a razor saw. The upside though
is that the flaps are completely devoid

of gjector pin marks because these are
located on those elongated attachmant
points, thus allowing this very obvious
element of the mode! 10 look good with
the minimal amount of work. Overall the
detall of the wing components is of a
very high standard, and when compared
to photographs the actuators are just
about as good as it gets. As the accom-
panying pictures will illustrate, the flaps
have been painted separately and the
entire wing assembled before attaching
to the fuselage
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All photos 2 Goorge Papadimitriou
nhmmmmmsmstmmunma}mmmnmmusmumu Chino, California. This aircraft is airworthy,

Overail, inside view of tho port oleo. The

A ook inside the cowling, showing the various ignition and oil

bays would have been the same colour as the  pipes attached to the engine

underside, ro prevent saltwater damage in
these areas

Overall view of the upper surface of the spiit flap/dive brakes. The interi-  The ignition harness around the sngine is prominent hers

or was painted red to make their operation sasily visible to other aireraft

ph:utnmn.llh‘mh.l'unimﬂh.Th!ulpmﬁnnhimsmﬂmmmhsﬁllhiqnlrnﬂi[lﬂymt
inhﬁuunmhmurmlhﬂmﬁhlyhuuiunhidmumdhumﬂhlﬁudlwhlmmﬁn:ing"

CASTING CALL

One of my all time favourite ‘useful
things' has proven to be Cast-A-Coat
from the Small Shop. Unassuming, yet
infinitely useful, this awesome stuff
finds its way into most projects | take
on whether they have tracks or wings.
So when it comes to adding the non-
slip treads on the wing root this is
the abvious and logical choice. A ten-
minute procedure, it is easy to apply
after the wings have been painted,
just prior to glossing and weathering.

Managing all of the remaining
sub-assemblies is a simple task at
this point, although nat every
component goes together with the
precise accuracy the lazy side of
me prefers. The engine cowling was
one that took some careful and
patient wark, and atter appropriate
care was taken assembling it, it
actually came up quite well, There
were one or two gaps in the model that
required small amounts filler but noth-
ing beyond most modellers.

mnnmnmmmmnm luwhmhﬂ!llmmmm_hn‘l

make out the collector ring behind the

Here you can see the sighting window in the fuselage underside,

the chutes for the cartridge cases and the cradle for the bomb

Having said thar, there was a

last minute fit problem with the
tailplanes. They certainly don't
lock tightly together, at least in

the way | assembled them, and
you will need to remove the inner
portions where they meet the inside
of thefuselage 1o get a snug fit.
This did mean judging the angle by
eye, but before Hasegawa invented
the locking system | had done it
hundreds of timas, so it wasn't a
disaster!

PUT YOUR COAT DN

Having used White Ensign's
Colourcoats previously on my armour
projects | knew what to expect. and
they certainly didn't disappoint here. If
you use Xtracolor or have used them
before, Colourcoats are of equal quality
and being a man finish the only
difference is that they dry quicker.
This took some getting used to, as

my method of shading hinges on the
colours blending, so | had to adjust 1o
working slightly faster.
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SKILL LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

STEP BY STEP GUIDE - WING ROOT

There are seviral ways to apply Cast-A-Coat, and | choose to use _then we add some of the actual powder that will bocome the ... the fwa are mixed together using an older brush and then applied
something of a ‘slurry’. Starting by adding the ‘Sal to plastic cap... texture for the surface... 1o the surface of the model

With the exterior colour on and glossed for protection, | decided 1o add the walkways on the wing roots. Onea this mixture is on, | choese to add a small amount mere of the powder, sprinkied diroctly over the
Cast-A-Coat was the weapon of chaice for this tash, and with the areas surrounding the walk ways sately area, in order 10 enhance the effect
masked the spplication could bogin

“Overall the detail of the wing componenis is of a very high standard, and when compared to photographs
the actuators are just about as good as it gets”

- If you have read any of my previ- I8 the blending coat. A heavily thinned white 1o the base colour, you drastically  when applying the varnish and it ended
ous articles you will be familiar with mixture of the base colour sprayed over change its properties. Gerting back up with a very prominent ‘orange peel’
my method of shading, therefore | will the entire surface of the model will to the model, with the guicker drying effect. Whether this was a matter of
briefly summarise the theory behind it restore the original colour whilst main- time of Colourcoat, it is only about two temperature or pressure | am nof sure,
here. The highlights and the lowlights taining the effects of the high- and low- hours before the surface is dry enough but the problem ook a night to fix.
perform an obvious task; however the lights, This is very important when you to safely apply the gloss varnish. As By sanding back the surface using
maost crucial and easily overlooked step consider that by adding either black or usual | managed to make a mistake MasterCasters’ sanding sponges fol- = Page§

Painting the flaps was a bit of a challenge,
as managing to get shading efects into
and around the dozens of small holes was

Hare we have a good look at the shading process
a5 it is applied to the exterior and in particular the
undersides of the wings. Interestingly | seem to
g9 much oasier with the contrasts as opposed to
the interior. | wonder if it is a subconscious fear of
messing it all up and not being able to hide it
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Dauntless’

. § U.S. NAVY
SBD- 1/2 ‘Dauntless’
Dive Bomber

Decals for 2-MB-1,an SBD-1 of
VMB-2 Marine Air Group 11.
TR32241 $438.058 $99.95

TRUMFETER

Order NOW and Take $40 OFF“',___,..---- A

when you reference media code MAIO609 -
] ,m--.;na:uwmrwmnm;

SBD Dauntless Walk Around (SC)

A highly detailed photo study of the WW Il US
dive bomber. Includes full color profiles, technical
data, BEW line art, over 100 color photos, and
dozens of BEW photos. B0 poges.

ssss33 $13.46

=lc EHel=]=

Order online 24/7:

1115 Crowley Drive,

*-‘Y: L'fﬁ (' ; ) !j' Squadron Mail Order R i

Carroliton, Texas 75011-5010 USA

The Hobby Shop That Never Closes Phone: 972-242-8663

Order’24/ZiToll-FREE!

Fax. 972-242-3775

7/4!Kﬁas%.
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SKILL LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

STEP BY STEP GUIDE - ENGINE COWLING

Here is ane of the only flaws in the fit of this kit. Quite simple 1o
repair really, as it requires nothing more than a few applications
of superglue, and a subsequent sanding. polistung and buffing 10

restore it

After completely painting and installing the enging within the
fuselage. | needed 1o protect all of that hard work from the cnenor
paint job, 50 this was the logical answor (at least 1o me). By drill-

ing a hole in the Tamiya 1ape and cutring a circlo in it | was able 1o

make an imprompty mask

And hore is the end result. A million times more effective than the
decals provided in the kit

There is no doubt that the SBD was a very
historically significant type, it is just not
wory visually exciting. well it isa't is ir?

“I decided to add some of the wiring detail around and behind the engine, in an attempt to make it look busy

- lowed by the ‘Miracle Shiner’ | managed
1o get the surface ready for a carefully
applied final coat of gloss. Leaving this
to dry overnight | was thankfully able 1o
move on to the decaling and weathering
stages of the project, which also hap-
pens to be the part | enjoy the mast.

DODGY DECALS

The kit decals are...err..decals and

the less said about them the better.
Trumpeter impressed me with their
choice of using Cartograph to print
their decals, however things have gone
downhill ever since. While the norm

for these kits have been pretty decent
decals, those in this kit are pretty bad.
Granted, they do indeed seitle down
onto the model well enough, but they
are very fragile and would prove 1o be

a nightmare when it came 1o removing

the wash. The film covering the decals
must be very thin or very poor as the
wash got under and around them right
away. | would therefors recommend
glossing the decals down after apply-
ing them, although of course | have no
doubt that there will be plenty of com-
panies offering excellent aftermarket
alternatives before too long.
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THE RIGHT WASH

As usual on my projects, out came the
Winsor and Newton oll paints and white
spirit. Mixing at a ratio of approximately
B5% thinner to 15% paint, a viscosity
will be achieved that will allow the mix-
ture to settle into the lines and rivets,
while still being thick enough to require
only one pass. As far as the colour of
the wash is concerned, my personal
preference is for a mixture of Paynes
Gray and Raw Umber. Either on its own
will not look right, as Raw Umber is too
brown and Paynes Gray is.. well..too
grey, but together they create a perfect

mix. Removing excess mixture is anoth-
er source of constant education, and a
tediously uninferesting exercise as well.
There is, hawever, a point in the drying
process at which it is easy to remove
while not pulling the remnants from the
trenches and divots. There are several
ways 10 achieve some more effects as
well, as by simply following the airflow
with the cotton bud when removing the
excess wash it will create the impres-
sion of wear that realistically follows
the flow of air over the wings. Satisfied
with the results of the wash, a coat of
my preferred Polly Scale Matt Varnish
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Tha gun is actually quite decent as far as kit representations ga, hewover etched parts will greatly

enhance the goneral appaarance of both the gun and the turrer itsall

and interesting as opposed to completely accurate”

(with thanks 1o Sheidon of NorthStar/
Military Hobbies for supplying this)
‘was applied. I've tried just abour every
possible matt varnish option there is
out there and if you ask me nothing can
come close to this rock solid acrylic
wonder stuff, but sadly it is not readily
availabla in the UK.

A NICE EFFECT

Leaving the matt varnish overnight to
dry, the model is ready for the weath-
ering pigments. Recently | have con-
centrated on creating more of an over-
all impression with my weathering as

opposed 1o highlighting each individual
effect, and | feel | have managed some
degree of success with this model. |
used most of the normal repertoire

of CMK's Stardust weathering pig-
ments on this one, but as you can ses,
they have all gone together superbly,
creating a nice overall effect, After
experimenting with different types of
brushes to apply the pigments | found
that a good stiff, small- 1o medium-
width flat brush is the most effective
for blending and removing any excess.
Pleased with the results, that's it, job
done! m

The cxhausts were completed with the CMK
Stardust pigments, and as you can seo here they
come up vory nicely and give the ara a very can-
vincing feel. By looking clasely you will also seo
the heavily thinned Paynes Gray “oil leaks™

Ong of the final dotails added 1o the model was the
aerial wire, for fear of knocking it about during the
waathering process. By twisting some fuse wire
around the trusty .4mm drill bit | made some codl,
and with some fast setting supergiue. fixed some
Lyera thread inside of if at bath ends. Occasionally
nerve wracking and sometimes annaying. it is the
mast ettoctive means at my disposal

As you can see by this late look in the cockpit, a close inspection will reveal any extra detall commirted
to the model, and be rewarded. As will the application of the Eduard belts as | feel the stitching is what

makes the differonca in this photograph
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new releases -

IM (Injection-moulded Plastic), R (Resin), PE (Photo-etched Brass), VF (Vac-formed Plastic), WM (White-metal), RB (Rubber)

Eurofighter Typhoon Single-seater

Scale 1:48 / Revell, Germany / Materials: IM / Kit No.: 04568 / Availability: Revell AG [UK Branch] (UK Distribution) and Revell stockists worldwide /
Price Guide: £14.99

This is a brand-new tooling from Revell, nothing to do with the old Italeri examples. So having got that cleared up we can tell you just how great this model
:} is! Made up of 219 grey-coloured and 9 ¢lear parts, this is a pretty comprehensive package, especially whan you consider two entire sprues are just arma-
ment (updated Tornado GR.4A or Harrier GR.9 anyone!) The Martin-Baker Mk 16 seat is made up of eight parts and is extremely well detailed, all you need do is
scrape off the moulded belts and replace them with photo-etched. The cockpit tub has excellent moulded side console detail, as does the instrument panel, so
there is reaily no need for an aftermarket update here. 30 grams will be needed in the nose to keep this one on its undercarriage, but the bulk of assembly will be
done pretty quickly. The canopy has the correct double-bubble, so there is a prominent mould line down the middle but this can be overcome with a bit of work
with Micro-mesh. The refuelling probe and air brake can be positioned open or closed, and the upper decking insert and hole behind the cockpit show that the
two-seater is obviously on the cards as well, Those two sprues of stores offer 1,000 drop tanks, Iris-T, Meteor, Taurus, Storm Shadow, AIM-SL Sidewinder, AIM-
1208 and AIM-132 ASRAAM missiles plus GBU-24B Paveway laser-guided bombs and the German reconnaissance pod! Decals are included for seven machines:
Mos.3, I7(Reserve) and 29(Reserve) Squadrons, RAF; Jagdgeschwader 73, German Air Force: the proposed scheme for the Austrian Air Force; No.4° Stormo, 9°
Gruppo, Italian Air Force; Grupo I, 13 Escuadron, Spanish Air Force. The accompanying decal sheet is big, covered in hundred of stencils, etc, and is printed by
Cartograf in Italy. 8o you know it is going to be good.

Verdict: A real stunner, so much detail, so many stores and so many colour opfions to
choose from, and just £15! Just how good it is can be shown by the fact that we went

out and bought ones ourselves just as soon as we had seen the contents of the review
sample! Get one, get as many as you need to build all the options, as this is going to look
really impressive once built, and Revell are to be congratulated in having wafted until the
Typhoon became operation before releasing a kit, as they now have the only accurate kit of
it around. Our thanks to Revell AG (UK Branch) for the review sample.

Dimensions Dimensions - 1:48 References

Span - 354 llin (10.95m) Span - 228mm Aeronautica, June 1993
Length - 521 Sin (15.98m) Length - 332.5mm Air International Septomber
Height - Tt 4in (5.28m) Height - 110mm 1888 & January 1993

EAP - Aeroguide Special
No.3 (Linewrights, 1980)
Flight (16/06/99)

Avro Anson Mk I (Early Maodel)
Scale 1:48 | Classic Airframes, USA / Materials: IM, R, PE / Kit No.: 4120 / Availability: Hannants (UK Distribution) and Classic Airframes stockists world-
wide / Price Guide: £37.50

Here at last is the new Anson and it is typical of their previous
releases with a combination of ‘Czech’ limited-run plastic parts
with some excellent injected clear components, most of the detail
supplied in resin and with ‘flat’ items like seat belts, instrument panel -“.—H 0
and control linkage all in photo-etched. The fuselage surface detail .-\_\'ii;()_ :
is good, quite restrained and effective, the ‘squares’ on the wings e -':‘ .“I-{_[
Mode)]

Wik

L TR

Eaxi
though...ummm! Not at all sure of that as it looks really odd? Framework "l

inside the cockpit is all supplied in resin, as are the sidewalls, machine-
gun and most other interior equipment. Some parts are supplied in both
plastic and resin, the latter nearly always looking better though, and

for those worried about all that glazing, Classic have opted to do the
entire upper decking in clear plastic, which should remove any problems
that may have occurred in that area by the use of separate glazings.
The turret is split horizontally, which is about the only way it could be
approached, and there are two styles of nose cone included on the clear
sprue that cleverly allow the lower glazed panel and the landing light to
be created with little fuss. Decals are included for three options, a pre-
war overall aluminium machine from No.269 Sqn (K68321), and two war-
time camouflaged (Dark Earth & Dark Green over aluminium) machines
from Nos.233 (K6298) and 206 (KB754) Sqns.

Verdict: Classic kits are intended for experienced modellers only, and
they are not ‘shake and bake' kits. You have to work hard ro get things

w Blhan

BN TOY AT IO
(R ST Y

¥

fo fit and there will be potential to add detail as well as improve what Dimensions Dimensions - 1:48
is in the kit. That is what modefling is all about, so do not be surprised Span - 56t Gin (17.20m) Span - 358.33mm
by it, but do be aware that you will have to invest considerable time and Length - 421t 3in (12.38m) Length - 2579mm
effort in this kit in comparison with a mainstream example. Other than Height - 13 lin (3.99m) Height - B3mm

that word of warning, it is good to have an ‘Annie’ at last in this scale,
and it can be recommended to all experienced modellers. Our thanks to References
Hannants for supplying the review sample. Airfix Magaiine Vol 3 No 2
Les Avions Britannigues aux Couleurs Frangaises by J-J Petit (Avia Editions Z003 ISBN: 2-815030-04-8)
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Ilyushin II-B6
Scale I:144 | Zvezda, Russia / Materials: IM / Kit No.: 7001 / Availability: The Hobby Company Ltd (UK Distribution) and Zvezda stockists worldwide / Price
Guide: £12.99

This is a brand-new rooling from Zvezda and looking in the box it is very impressive. It comprises eighty-three medium grey-colour and nine clear plastic
[: components. Surface detall is nicely recessed and there is even some raised detail in the wheel wells. The inserts for the front and back of the engines are a
little disappointing though, as the raised detail on each does not look very effective, even in this scale. The wheels and undercarriage are very nice though, with
multi-part construction for the oleos. Decals are included for a single machine operated by Aerofiot (#RA-86065, which is strangely not the one depicted on the
box top?) and although the type was mainly used by this and other Russian airlines, it was also used by Xinjiang Airlines of China, so alternative schemes may be
a possibility? The kit aption is white over Gull Grey and colours are referenced 1o the Model Master paint range in the instructions.

Verdict: This is a very nice model from Zvezda, with excellont levels of detail and finesse in the moulding that is quite unusual in models of this scale. | don't
think the consfruction will pase a problem for anyone and it can be highly recommended to all airliner modellers, Our thanks fo Zvezda for the review sample.

Dimensions

Span - 48.06m (157 Bin)
Length - 59.54m (195#1 4in)
Height - 15.81m (5ift 10in)

Dimensions - 1:144
Span - 333.8mm
Length - 413 5mm

Height - 109, 8mm MOCEL KT

MOOELE REOUIT
CHEOPHAS MOJEND,
References
DKB lyushin by ¥, Gordon and D & S.
Komissarov (Midland Publishing)
Russian Airfiners and their Aircratt by
D. Komissarov &Y. Gordon (Midkand
Publishing)

Miitsubishi ABM2h Model 21
Scale 1:32 / Tamiya, Japan / Materials: IM, PE, WM / Kit No.: 60317 / Availability: The Hobby Company Ltd (UK Distribution) and Tamiya stockists world-
wide / Price Guide: £74.99

Tamiya produced their first Zero in this scale (ABMS5 #60309) in late 2001. The Model 21 was a modification of the Madel Il so that after the 65th alrframe

off the assembly line it was modified with an arrestor hook and 50em of the tip folded to allow it to fit on |JN aircraft carrier lifts. From the 192nd airframe
the aileron tab balance was linked to the landing gear retraction mechanism 1o reduce stick forces. This new version has been retooled by about 50% over the
ABMS, with modified wings wirh lower cannon port inserts and separate wing tips, and there is a revised fuselage with the dorsal spine and leading edge of the
vertical fin now as separate parts. The cowling is new, as is the propeller, two styles of spinner, a revised cockpit floor and various internal details and new con-
trol surfaces, Some of the parts have been relocated within the revised sprues, but they are not changed from the previous version (e.g. rudder and vertical fin).
As with the ABMB this one retains the metal and plastic working undercarriage, the photo-etched parts (although there are also revisions here), figure and dis-
play stand. Most telling of all is the manner in which some revisions have been undertaken as 'Inserts’, surely an indication that other versions are now planned
as well (ABM2-N and AGM3 seem likely candidates?). There are eight colour options, all in the same IJN Grey/Green overall scheme and they are: Lt. Saburo
Shindo, Air Superiority Command, 2nd Strike Unit off the carrier Akagi: Unknown pilot off the carrier Akagi; NAPI/C Akira Yamamoto, Air Superiority Command,
2nd Strike Unit off the carrier Kaga; Lt Fusata lida, Air Superiority Command, 2nd Strike Unit off the carrier Soryu; NAPI/C Tsuguo Matsuyama, Air Superiority
Command, 2nd Strike Unit off the carrier Hiryu; Unknown pilot off the carrier Shokaku; Lt Masao Sata, Air Superiority Command, 2nd Strike Unit off the carrier
Zuikaku. All of these machines were used during the artack on Pearl Harbor on the 8th December 1941, Masks are included for the canapy although these have to
be cut out, printed-paper seat belts are also included and, like the 1:32 F-I6, once bullt the box can be modified to safely store your completed model.
Verdict: Wow, the ABMS was excellent, but Tamiya seam to have upped the ante here and really shown everyone a clean pair of heels! The quality of their
moulding cannot be faulted, neither can the presentation, and this is a kit that is just crying out to be built. Tamiya has still got what it fakes fo wow us, and
this new Zero certainly has. The UK price is on the high side, but this is a kit that we can recommend because of the quality and that fact that even with the
use of ‘inserts’ you know they will fit, as this is a Tamiya product! Qur
thanks to The Hobby Company Ltd for supplying the review sample.

Dimensions Dimensions - 1:32
Span - 396 & 7/1Gin (12m) Span - 375mm
Length - 281t B 11/16in {9.06m) Length - 283.Imm
Height - 10ft |/16in (3.05m) Height - 95 3mm
References - Our pick of the bunch!

Mitsubishi ABM Zera, Aero Detail a7 (Dai Nippon Kaiga Co.)

Mitsubiushi ABM2, Maru Mechanic No.3

Mitsubishi Carrier Fighter Model |1/21, Famous Aircralt of the Werld No.5 & 55 (Bunrin Da)
Mitsubishi AGM-1/2/2N Zero-San of the Japanese Naval Air Service by R.M. Bueschel (Schiffer
ISBN: 0-88740-754-4)

Mitsubishi ABM2 Zero-Sen by R.J. Francillon, Profile No.129 (Profile Publications 1366)

Lero fighter technical ilustrations by H. Shobo (N/K 2003)




new releases

IM (Injection-moulded Plastic), R (Resin). PE (Phato-etched Brass), VF (Vac-formed Plastic), WM (White-metal), RE (Rubber)

Albatros D.III (Deffag)

Scale 1:32 | Battleaxe, France / Materials: IM, R, PE / Kit No.: BA3205 /
Availability: Hannants (UK Distribution) and Battleaxe stockists
worldwide / Price Guide: £TBA

* Revised tooling based on previous DI

(See Issue B)

= Depicts the Oeffag-built version so some of
the main parts are new. These include a revised
fuselage with ‘rounded’ nose, the wings and
numerous smaller parts.

* Comprises seventy-three injected plastic components along with eighteen
resin and eighty- seven photo-etched.

s There are two colour options, 5/No.153.52 flown by Hptm Brumowski in
February 1918 and S/No.153/198 of Flik 10 in March I191B. The former is red
overall while the latter seems to be a dense maottle of dark green over the var-
nished wood and doped linen.

Verdict: This is a kit for the experienced only, but with care and attention it
certainly makes up into a very impressive model, as I:32 seems to suit WWI
aircraft. The instructions are a bit brief with nothing on the painting and
marking, but then again this is a kit for the very experienced so maybe that is
understandable. Our thanks to Battieaxe for supplying the review sampile.

Dimensions Dimensions - 1:32
Span - Upper 9.05m, Lower 8.8Im Span - 282 Bmm
Length - 733m Length - 229mm
Reterences

Albatros 0.0 & 0N Oeffag by Dr Mgy P. A Tesar (JaPo [998)

Nbatres DN by PM. Grosz, Windsock Datafile Special (Alhatros Productions 2000 ISBN:1-302207-62-9
Albatras 0.1l (OEF) by PM. Grese. Windsock Datafile 19 (Albatros Productions 1990, 1995 & 2000
ISBN: 0-848414-23-5)

Albatros Fighters, Windsock Datafile Special (Albatras Productions 1991 & 1998 ISBN: 0-948414-35-8)
Diie Albatros (Oeifag) Jagdflugreug de kuk Luftfahriruppen by P. Schiemer (H. Weishaupt Verlag 1984)

Arado Ar B5

Scale I:72 / RS Models, Czech Republic / Materials: IM, R, PE

Kit No.: 9217 & 9218 / Availability: Hannants (UK Distribution) and RS
Model stockists worldwide / Price Guide: £11.60 ea

= New tooling offered in Luftwaftfe and Bulgarian (#9217) or Luftwatfe
(#0218) guises, the latter differing by the inclusion of fuel tanks under the
upper, inboard wing sections.

= Kit comprises 25 tan-coloured plastic, 3 resin (#9217 only has |) and 15
photo-etched components.

= Decals for two machines each: #9217, ‘Black 12’ of the Bulgarian Air

Force based at Bozurlste in 1938 and a Luftwaffe machine (EM+NE) of
Luftkriegsschule 3, based at Borgheide in 1941; #92|8m D-IROV of DVS
Fliegerschule SchieiBheim in 1935 and IE+UK of Erg. GR(S)I, LLG | on the
Eastern Front in 1942-43. The first two are ALM 02 overall, while D-IROV is
RLM 63 averall with an ALM 24 upper decking and IE+UK is RLM 02 overall
with a winter distemper on the upper surfaces and theatre bands around the
rear fuselage and under each wing tip.

Verdict: This is probably the first injected kit of the Ar 65 in this scale, so if
you are a Luftwaffe fan either kit is certainly well worth adding to your col-
lection. Our Msmﬂsmmruwmuﬂmmdewmuplu

Dimensions

Span - 36ft in (11 20m)
Length - 27% & 3/4in (8.40m)
Dimensions - 1:72

Span - 155 6mm

Length - I6.7mm

References

Arado: History of an Alrcraft Company by JA. Kranzhoff (Schiffer ISBN: 0-7643-0293-0)
The Warplanes of the Third Reich by William Green (Macdonald & Co Ld, 1970)
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Supermarine Type 300 Spitlire Prototype

Scale 1:72 / CMR, Czech Republic / Materials: R / Kit No.: I70
Availability: Hannants (UK Distribution) and CMR stockists worldwide /
Price Guide: £23.80

* Moew tooling

* Kit comprises 24 resin and 2 vac-formed clear plastic components

+ Decals for the prototype are included , although these include optional
underwing serials if you choose 1o depict the model later on in its career.
Much debate has taken place over the colour applied 1o the Type 300, but
this kit depicts it on the S5th March 1936, when it was in polished aluminium,
zinc chromate primer and aluminium dope.

Verdict: CMR really offer the best Spitfire kits in this scale and adding the
Type 300 to their range is very welcome. It is a real stunner, beautifully cast
with excellent detail. It is most highly recommended to all, and our thanks
fo CMR for the review sample.

Dimensions b
Span - 361t 10in (11.23m) '
Length - 201t lin (9.12m)

Height - 11ft 5in (3.48m)

Dimensions - 1:.72
Span - 155 9mm
Length - 126.7mm
Height - 48.3mm

References - Dur pick of the bunch!

Aerodata International No. 2 “Spirfire | & I (Vintage Aviation Publications, 1977)
Prafile No.46 “Spitfire Mk I/II' (Profile Publicatians)

Spitfire by S. Wilson (Aerospace Publishing Pty Lid 1898)

Spitfire: A Documentary History by A. Price (McDonald & Jane's 1977)

Spitfire - The History by E.B. Morgan & £ Shacklady (Key Publishing 1987)
Spitfira - The Story of 8 Famaus Fighter by B. Robertson (Harleylord Publications)
Wings of Fame Volume 9 (Aerospace Publishing Ltd 1997)

He 162 Mistel

Scale |:48 / Dragon, Hong Kong / Materials: IM, PE / Kit No.: 5546
Availability: The Hobby Company Ltd (UK Distribution) and Dragnn
stockists worldwide / Price Guide: £TBA =

« Combination of He 162 (ex-Trimaster) from the late
1980s and the Me 262 Mistel and trolley from last year.

* The He 162 comes this time with the complere engine and
the metal piano hinges for the cowlings, as Trimaster onigi-
nally issued this with and without the engine but we don't
recall the hinges in Dragon's resssue in the 80s? The Me 262
was revised by adding a new ‘blank’ fuselage (although the
sprue still contains the single-seat fuselage parts) and all the
associated supports of the Mistel plus the four-wheel trolley
= Kit comprises 4 clear and 148 grey-coloured plastic plus 20 photo-etched components.
= Decals are included for two Mistels, both spurious, depicting an unpainted machine
from Leck and a camoufiaged example (depicted on the bax art) from Trebbin dur-
ing 1945, and three He 162 schemes. These include an unpainted machine af the
Junkers factory at Bernburg in 1945, ‘Red 2' as seen on display at RAF Chivenor in
1971 and W/Nr.120097, a captured machine as displayed at RAE Famborough in 1945.
= Accessories produced for the He 162 include Aires #4212 Cockpit Ser; Eduard
#48229 Detail Ser; Squadron #9558 Canopy; True Details #48078 Wheels,
Verdict: Luftwaffe fans are going to love this one, as it will look so radical
once builf, and Dragon have to be congratulated in getting so much out of
their He 162 & Me 262 moulds; we also love the inclusion of the post-war
decal options for the He 162. | wonder if they will ever consider doing a I:48
varsion of their 1:72 Mistel 5 with He 162 & Arado E.377a? Our thanks to
Dragon Models Ltd for supplying the review sample,

Dimensions Dimensions - 1:48 References

Span - 40t 11 1/2in Span - 260 6mm Mistel - German Composite
(12.5im) [Me 262 only] Length - 220.8mm Aircraft & Operations |942-
Length - 34f1 8 1/2in 1945 by R. Forsyth (Classic
{10.60m) [Me 262 only] Publications 2001)
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Quite a selection of new products this month, so let’s get on with reviewing them...

~AS8e0eSSories |

Duickboost, Czech Republic [www.guickboost.net| / Availahle from Hannants (UK) and Squadron (USA)

1:72 0B72 019

Messerschmitt Bf 1096-10 Propelier
Designed to replace the slightly
‘skinny’ version on the Revell kit,
this propeller and spinner comes
with a handy little resin jig to ensure
you get the blades aligned correctly.
Designed for: Revell kit

Malerial: R

Price Guide: EJ.00

1:72 0B72 035
Martin B-26C Marauder Propeller
Once again designed as a replace-
ment, this set of two new propellers
comes with a handy little resin jig to
ensure you get the blades aligned
with the hub correctly.
Designed lor: Revell kit
Material: R

Price Guide: E4.25

1:72 0B72 036
AV-88 Harrier Open Airbrake
As the title suggests, this set offers
the airbrake unit plus the interior
bay, so you can pose this open on
your model, as the airbrake tends
1o ‘'droop’ as the hydraulic pressure
drains away.

Designed for: Hasegawa kit
Material: R

Price Guide: £3.00

1:72 0B72 037

Douglas DC-3/C-47 Engines

This is a nicely detailed set of new
engines that act as direct replace-
ments for those in the kit.
Designed lor: Esci or Haleri/Revell
kils

Material: R

Price Guide: £4.25

1:72 DB72 038

P-47D-30 Engine

This is another highly detailed
replacement engine, this time
depicting the R2800-59 suitable for
the D-30 series.

Designed for: Revell kit

Material: R

Price Guids: E4.25

1:48 0B48
Heinkel He 162 Ejection Seat
This comes as a ‘quick’ replace-
ment for the kit seat, so as a result
it has all the belts moulded on (very
effectively), the only separate parts
being the grab handles and foot
rests.

Designed for- Tamiya kit
Malerial: R

Price Guide: £E4.25
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1:48 0B48B 044

F4U-48 Corsair Engine

This is a simple highly detailed
engine that will just replace the one
supplied in the kit. The main bulk is
a single component, but the ancil-
lary equipment items (magneto, etc)
are separate parts.

Designed for: Hobbycraft kit
Marerial: R

Price Guide: £TBA

1:48 0B48 046
B-26C Marauder Barrels

This is a set of eleven replacement
gun barrels, all of which are nicely
moulded with very fine perforations
along their lengths.

Designed for: Monogram/Revall kit
Material: R

Prica Guide: £3.00

1:48 0B48 047

Lancaster Barrels

This set of eight replacement gun
barrels depicts those with the round
perforations.

Designed for: Tamiya kit

Material: R

Price Guids: E3Z.00

1:48 0B48 048

B-24J Liberator Engines

This is a simple set of four highly
detailed engines that will just
replace those in the kit and look a
lot better!

Designed for: Monogram/Revell kit
Material: R

Price Guide: £7.70

1:48 0B48 D43

Darnier Do 335A Exhausts

This is a simple, yet effective, set of
‘hollow’ exhausts stacks 1o replace
those in the kir.

Designed lor: Tamiya kit

Material: R

Price Guide: £4.25

1:32 0B32 017
A-10 Ejection Seat
This Aces Il set for the A-IDA is
moulded complete with the seat
belts, etc, with only the firing han-
dle and attitude sensors as separate
parts.

Designed for: Trumpeter kit
Material: R

Price Guide: £5.50

This series is growing on us, as it offers excellent, simple updares that
are beautifully cast and nicely deraifed. Dur thanks o Quickboos? for the review

samples.
www.quickboost.nef
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1:48 LA4801

ACES Il Ejection Seat

This pack contains two replacement
resin seats, complete with moulded
seat belis and separate firing han-
dles and proximity sensors. This
seat is used in the F-I5, F-16, F-22,
A-I0 and B-1B.

Designed lar: Various kits

Material: R

Prico Guide: £5 99

1:48 LA4804
F-100 Ejection Seats

This pack contains two replacement

resin seats, complete with moulded
seat belts and separate leg support
frames.

Designed lor: Monagram kit
Material: R

Price Guide: £5.93

1:48 LF4034

F/A-18A-C Hornet Cockpit Set

This is a highly detailed replace-
ment cockpit for the Hornet and it
includes not only the cockpit tub
and seat, but the upper rear decking
with the electronic bay in thar area
and the coaming for the canopy.
Designed for: Hasegawa kit
Material: R
Price Guide: £10.99

F-1000 Control Surface Set

In this set you get the leading edge
slats, all three trailing-edge contral
surfaces and flaps and the rudder,
all in resin, With this comes a small
fret of etched parts for the linkage
of the leading edge slats.

Designed for: Monogram kil
Material: R, PE

Price Guide: E10.93

This series is well esrablished nowadays and all of the above sets are beautifully cast and nicely detailed, Probably the only slight downside is the lack of any farm
of instructians in the first fwo, so you will have ro do a bit of research being using them, Our thanks to Friendship Modefs, the exclusive UK distributor for this range, for the

review samples.
wwww.legend.co.kr

Griffon Model Accessories, Czech Republic (www.griffon.cz| / Available from Hannants (UK) and Squadron (USA)

1:48 GRF48043

Hurricane Mk | Wheel Bay Set

As the title suggests, this set offers
a detailed replacement main wheel
well for the Mk | version of the
Hurricane. The manner in which it is
cast allows for far better detail and
finesse than seen in the kit parts,
with nice under-cutting on the pipe-
work etc.

Designed lor: Hasegawa/ Revell kits
Material: R
Prica Guide: £8.85

1:48 GRF48044

Hurricane Mk I1-IV Wheel Bay Set

This set seems to be identical to

the previous one, although for some
reason it is offered as being suitable
far the Mk Il and later versions of
the Hurricane?

Designed lor: Hasegawa/Revell kits
Material: R

Price Guide: £8.85

1:48 GRF48045
Spitfire Mk IX Exhausts (Early)

This is a set of two replacement
exhaust stacks for the Mk IX in the
early form, so they are ‘fishtail’.
Each is nicely hollowed out and
therefore vastly superior to the kit
parts.

Designed lor: Hasegawa/ Revell kits
Malerial: R

Price Guide: £3.30

samples:

1:48 GRF48046

Hurricane Wheel Set with Tailwhee!
This is a nice set of four-spoke
wheels with ‘weighted’ tyres and
separate fowing eyelets that also
includes the tailwheel with the
wheel itself as a separate part, to
allow both the early- and late-style
oleo unit to be included

Designed for: Airfix & Hasagawa
Revall kits
Material: R

Price Guide: £6.10

o

(115 -
g, = T
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1:48 GRF48050

Spitfire Mk IX Exterior Sat

This set comprises both styles of
tailplane with separate elevators,
both tubular and fishtail’ exhaust
stacks, long cannon barrels,
replacement propelier blades and

undercarriage doors, all of which
are specific to the listed Mk IX kit
Dosigned for: Hasegawa kit
Maturial: R

Price Guide: £14.50

Griffen produce high quality sets and the above are now exception, so
they can be highly recommended, Our thanks to Griffon M.A. for the review

Model Airplane International
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The lastest photo-etched sets and die-cut masks from Eduard M.A.

Eduard, Czech Republic [www.eduard.com| / Available from Hannants & LSA Models (UK) and Squadren (USA)

This month sees a large number of new items from Eduard, so here is a rundown of what is on offer.

feadur:

b1 by | T s
T

et T =

Photo-Etched 1:72
Standard & Pre-painted Series

72-456 Avro Lancaster B Mk 1/lll/Dambuster Exterior (Hasegawa) Price Guide:
£10.50
72-457 Savoia-Marchetti SM.789 Sparviero Serie | Exterior (ltaleri) Price Guide:
£789
73-259 Avro Lancaster B Mk I/lll/Dambuster Interior [Pre-painted]
(Hasegawa) Price Guide: £13.50

73-279 B-26K Invader Interior [Pre-painted] (Italeri) Price Guide: £13.50

"Big ED" Series

BIG 72-22 SB2C-4 Helldiver (Academy) Price Guide: £22.80

Includes: CX125 Canopy & Wheel Masks, 72-454 Landing Flaps, 73-266 Detail
Set (Pre-painted)

BIG 72-21 Westland Wyvern S.4 (Trumpeter) Price Guide: £14.99

Includes: CX058 Canopy & Wheel Masks, 73008 Remove Before Flight Tags
(Pre-painted), 73-238 Detail Set (Pre-painted)
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Standard & Pre-painted Series

48-519 SB2C Helldiver Landing Flaps (Revell/Monogram) Price Guide: £13.50
48-520 F-I8E Super Hornet Exterior (Hasegawa) Price Guide: £10.50

48-528 B-17G Landing Flaps (Revell/Manogram) Price Guide: £15.50

48-539 SB2C Helldiver Bomb Bay (Revell/Monogram) Price Guide: £10.50
49-025 B-17G Flying Fortress Sear Belts [Pre-painted] (Revell/Monogram) Price
Guide: £4.99

49-326 P-47N Thunderbolt [Pre-painted] (Academy) Price Guide: £13.50
49-327 B-25G Mitchell Interior [Pre-painted] (Accurate Miniatures) Price Guide:
£10.50

49-345 Me 262B-la Nachtjager [Pre-painted] (Dragon) Price Guide: £13.50
49-353 F-18E Super Hornet Interior [Pre-painted] (Hasegawa) Price Guide:
£10.50

49-354 P-47M [Pre-painted] (Tamiya) Price Guide: £13.50

“Big ED' Sories

BIG 48-62 B-25G Mitchell (Accurate Miniatures) Price Guide: £19.70
Includes: EXI26 Canopy & Wheel Masks, 48-524 B-256 Exterior & 48-322 B-
25@ Interior (Pre-Painted)

BIG 48-63 CH-4B6D Sea Knight (Academy) Price Guide: £25.80

Includes: EXO76 Canopy & Wheel Masks, 48-535 CH-46D Exterior, 49-009
Remove Before Flight Tags (Pre-painted), 49-282 CH-4B8E/D Cargo Type Sea
Belts (Pre-painted), 49-351 CH-48D Interior (Pre-painted)
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Eduard Masks

Each set of masks includes those for the canapy as well as any other glazed 1:72 CXI54 Focke-Wulf Fw 190D Blown Canopy (Hasegawa) Price: £2.50
sections and all the wheels (main, tail an d/or nose). They are die-cut Kabuki 1:72 CXI55 North American F-86F Sabre (Academy) Price: £2.50

tape, which is similar to the masking tape sold by Tamiya. 1:48 EXITS Mitsubishi Ki-46-1ll Dinah (Tamiya) Price: £4.99

1:72 CX122 Tupolev SB-2 (ICM) Price: £3.70 1:48 EXIB0 Dewoitine D.520 (Tamiya) Price: £2.50

1:72 CXI48 Lockheed C-I30H/J Hercules (ltaleri) Price: £2.50 I:48 EX182 Heinkel He 162A-2 (Tamiya) Price: £2.50

1:72 CX149 Fiat BR.20 (ltaleri) Price: £4.99 1:48 EXI83 MiG-233 Flogger (Escifltaleri) Price: £2.50

1:72 CXI51 BAC TSR.2 (Airfix) Price: £2.50 1:48 EX184 McDD F-ISA/C Eagle (Hasegawa) Price: £4.99

1:32
Standard & Pre-painted Series
32-557 MiG-28M Fulcrum Interior [Pre-painted] (Trumpeter) Price Guide: £10.50
32-558 MiG-29 Fulcrum K-360M Seat Detail [Pre-painted] (Trumpeter) Price Guide:
£5.60
33-007 P-51D Mustang Instrument Panel [Pre-painted] (Hasegawa) Price Guide:
£5.60
33-0I0 UH-B0L Black Hawk Instrument Panel [Pre-painted] (Academy) Price
Guide: £5.60
33-0I2 AH-B4A Apache Instrument Panel [Pre-painted] (Kangam) Price Guide:
£5.60

‘Big ED’ Sevies

BIG 32-39 A-TE Corsair Il SJU-B (Trumpeter) Price Guide: £63.99

Includes: JXO5I Canopy & Wheel Masks, 32-156 Armament, 32-501 Remove
before Flight Tags (Pre-painted), 32-560 SJU-8 Ejection Seat (Pre-painted),
32-562 Interior (Pre-painted), 32-565 Avionics (Pre-painted), Exterior (Pre-
painted)

BIG 32-37 Messarschmitt Me 262A-2 Schwalbe (Trumpeter) Price Guide:
£19.70

Includes: JX045 Canopy & Wheel Masks, 32-550 Interior (Pre-painted), 32-
554 Exterior (Pre-painted)

Note: All mask sets included in the Big Ed sets are Kabuki tape.

It has been a while since we have seen any Eduard sets up-close and the evolution of their sets into the ‘Big Ed’ series and the quality of their pre-painted proc-
a58 just has to be seen to be believed. You really can no longer hope to achieve this level of datail without using this type of erched details sets, as only a computer can
reproduce clear writing in I:72! Qur thanks fo Eduard M.A. for supplying the review samples.

www.eduard.cz
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1:48 MA-48121 HMS Ark Royal Air Wing

Selection
«HS. Burcaneer S Mk |, XNBZ8, I13/R of No.80I NAS in 1964 (BW)
= 0. Sea Viocen F(AW) Mk |, XJ599, DO7/R of No.B30 NAS in 1964

(EDSG/W)

= Westland Sea King HAS Mk |, XVBS0, 55/ of No.B24 NAS during
1970 (RAFBE)

= Westland Sea King HAS Mk |, XZ577 52/R of No.B24 NAS during
1874 (RAFBG)

« Fairey Gannet AEW Mk 3, XLO3494, 040/R of No.849 NAS during
1870 (EDSG/S)

+ [LH. Soa Venom FAW Mk 21, WWIS0, 353/0 of No.890 NAS during
1856 (EDSG/S)

+ 0.4, Sea Vianom FAW MK 21, WWI40, 436/0 of No.091 NAS during
1956 {EDSG/S)

« Westland Whirlwind HAS Mk 3, XG5T2, 971 of the Ship's Flight
during 1956 (EDSG/S)

+ Hawher Saa Hawk FGA Mk 6, XE385, 109/R of Na,800 NAS during
1857 (EDSG/S)

» Hawher Sea Hawk FGA Mk 6, XEBOB, 470/R of No 898 NAS during
1957 (EDSG/S)

» Douglas Skyraider AEW M |, WVIB3, 419/R of No.849 NAS during
1958 (G0SE)

+ V'S, Scimitar F Mk |, XD276, 100/R of No.800 NAS during 1981
(EDSG/W)

+ V.5, Scimitar F Mk |, XDZ80, 104/R of No.BOO NAS during 1964
(EDSG/W)

Calour Key: GW - Gloss White, EDSG - Extra Dark Sea Grey.

W - White, RAFBG - RAF Blue-Grey (semi-gloss), S - Sky,
GOSB - Glassy Dark Sea Blue

Designed for: Airfin (Buccaneer), Dynavector (Sea Vixen, Gannet
& Scimitar), Hasegawa (Sea King), Aeroclub (D.H, Sea Venom),
Classic Airframes (Sea Hawk) & Esci/AMT (Skyraider AEW)
Price Guide: £13.00

1:48 MA-48130 RAF & RN Twin Stick Trainers
« Sopecat Jaguar T Mk 24, XXI50, No.I6 (Reserve) Squadron,
RAF Colishall, August 2004 (DSG/CG)

= Sopocat Jaguar T Mk 24, XX14B, No 54 (Fighter) Squadron,
RAF Colrishall, August 2003 (DSG/CG)

« BAe Harrier T Mk 10, ZHG64 of No.20 (Reserve) Squadron,
RAF Wittering in August 2004 (DSG/CG)

= BAe Harrier T Mk 10, ZHESS of No.4 Sguadron, RAF Wintering
in August 2002 (DSG/CG)

* BAz Harrier T Mk 4(N), ZBG04 of No.BE9 NAS, RNAS
Yeovilton, 2003 (6B}
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Model Alliance, UK (www.theaviationwerkshe

.co.uk| Availahl

« Shorts Tucana T Mk |, ZF345 of No.| FTS/207 (Reserve)
Squadron, RAF Linton-on-Duse, August 2005 (GB)

« Shorts Tucano T Mk |, ZF244, as flown by Fit Lt Ben Mark of
No.| FTS/72(Reserve) Squadron, AAF Linton-on-Ouse, August
2005 (GB)

= Shorts Tucano T Mk |, ZFZ87, "Ciry of Leeds’, of No.|
FTS/72(Reserve) Squadron, RAF Linton-on-Ouse, October
2005 (GB)

+ Shorts Tucano T Mk |, ZF40G of Central Flying School, Tucano
Display Team, RAF Cranwell, 1984-1985 (GRB)
Colour Key: DS6 - Dark Sea Grey, CG - Camouflage Grey,

GB - Gloss Black, GRB - Gloss Roundel Blue

Designed for; Airfix «conv (Jaguar), Hasegawa +conv (Harrier
T Mk 10)

Price Guide: £13.00

i UK from:

1:48 MA-48134 Early Bird English Electric

Lightnings

« F Mk |, XMI37 of the Air Fighting Developmant Squadron in
1961 (NM)

« F Mk |, XMi44 of No.BO MU in July 1966 (NM)

« F Mk |, XMI44 of the Wattisham Targer Facilivies Flight in the
1960s (NM)

« F Mk EA, XMIS0 of No.145 Squadron in May 1965 (NM)

= F Mk |, XMi44 of the Lighting Training Facilities Flight, RAF
Leuchars, 1972 (NM)

«F Mk 3, XPBO6 of No.27 Squadron (No.226 OCU), RAF
Cottishall in the 13705 (NM)

Colour Key: NM - Natural Metal

Designed for: Airfix kit

Price Guide: £13.00

1:48 MA-48137 UK Air Arm Update 2005-

2006 Part |

» Typhoon F Mk 2. ZU918, 00-L of No.3 (Fighter) Squadran, RAF
Coningsby, 2006 {CG)

« Tornado F Mk 3, 26772, 'WJ' of No.5B (Reserve) Squadron,
2005 (CG/LAG)

« Tornade F Mk 3, ZH554 of No.41 (Reserve) Squadron, RAF
Coningsby, April 2006 (CG/LAG)

« Tornado GR Mk 4, ZD739 of the FJWOCU, RAF Coningsby,
December 2005 (DSG/DCG)

» Tornado GR Mk 4, 20739 of No.4l (Reserve) Squadron, RAF
Coningsby, April 2006 (DSG/DCE)

« Sepecat Jaguar GR Mk 3A, X103 of No.4l (Fighter) Squadron,

The Aviation Workshoy

RAF Caltighall, April 2006 (DSG/DCC)

= Bell 4IZEP Griffin HT Mk 1. ZJ704, No.B4 Squadron, RAF
Akrotiri, 2005 (CG)

« BAe Harrier GR Mk 94, ZGA78 of the FJWOCL. RAF Coningsby.
Navember 2005 (DSG/DCE)

» BAg Harrier GR Mk A, 76478 of No 4| (Reserve) Squadron,
RAF Coningsby, April 2006 (DSG/DCG)

= BAe Harrier GR Mk TA, ZD346 of No.B0D NAS, RNAS
Cottesmore, April 2006 (DSG/OCE)

« BAe Sea Harrier F/A Mk 2, ZHT96, No.B0I NAS, ANAS
Yeovilton, 315t March 2006 (MSG)

Colour Key: CG - Camouflage Grey, LAG - Light Aircraft Grey,
DSG - Dark Sea Grey, DCG - Dark Camouflage Grey.

MSE - Medium Sea Grey

Designed far: Revell (Typhoon), Iraleri or Airfix (Tornado F Mk 3
& GR Mk 4), Airfix (Jaguar GR Mk 3A & Sea Harrier F/A Mk 2),
Italeri + comv{UH-IN/Ball 412), Hascgawa (Harrier GR Mk 7/8)
Price Guide: £13.00

1:48 MA-48902| RAF Tempest Mk II/F

Mk 2/F Mk 6

= F Mk B, NX185, <0 of No.213 Squadron, RAF Deversair, Egypt,
Augus? 1943 (DE/LSG/MSG)

= Mk II, PR730, EG=D of Mo, 16 Squadron, RAF Fasshurg,
Germany in the winter of |946-47 (DG/0G/MSG)

< F Mk 2, PR77Z2. SR+0 of No.33 Squadron, RAF Kuala Lumpur,
Malaya, 1951 (DG/DSG/PAUB)

« F Mk 2, PRG33, SRV of Mo.33 Squadron, RAF Kusala Lumpur,
Malaya, 1948-50 (A)

Calour Key: DE - Dark Earth, LSG - Light State Grey,

MSEG - Medium Sea Grey, DG - Dark Green, 0G - Ocean Grey,
[DSG - Dark Sea Grey, PRUB - PAU Blue, A - Aluminium
Designed for: Eduard kit + Airwaves con

Prica Guide: £13.00

Verdict: This is an excellent selection of new
sheets from Model Alliance. Each sheet is
well printed, with excellent register and colour
density. Each can be highly recommended and
our thanks go to Model Alliance (The Aviation
Workshop) for the review samples.

BEST BUY

FOR: SEE REVIEWS



If you would like to have your aviation or modelling titles reviewed here,
copies to the editorial address and we will be delighted to review them

PZL P.11c

by G. Szymanowski & J. Hoffmann
Kagero

ISBN: 83-60445-6-0

Price Guide: £6.99

= Topshots No.l1026

« 50-page, A5 landscape, laminated card cover
= Polish & English

= www.kagero.pl

As with previous titles in this Topshots series

the bulk of this one is photographic and in
colour. The text and captions are in both Polish
and English, albeit this time the introductory pas-
sage is in English only, and it is just the photo
captions that are in both. As usual the book
contains a free gift, in this instance a set of
die-cut self-adhesive masks for the wheels and
canopy of the Plic in I:72. The bulk of the title is a photographic
‘walk-around’ of the chosen subject and in this instance that is the P.llc preserved at the
Polish Aviation Museum at Krakow, the world's only example. The photos cover just about every inch of the airframe, with
clear images of the engine bay, cockpit, armament, undercarriage, wings etc, and just about every access panel and cover seems to have been
removed during the photographic process!

Verdict: With good kits of the Pllc in 1:72 and I:48 this is a welcome title for anyone making them. You really only need ane of these Topshot titles to
build, detail or super-detail a model of it in any scale and we highly recommend it to all.

| RATING |21

SUPPLIED BY: THANKS TO KAGERO

Consolidated B-32 Dominator - The Ultimate Look
by W. Wolf
Schiffer Publications Ltd
ISBN: 0-7643-2451-9
Price Guide: £39.95 (549.95)
= 272-page, A4, hardback with separate
dust jacket
« English
» www.schifferbooks.com

Venildiselt Pommittajat
by K. Keskinen & K. Stenman
ISBN: 952-99432-7-X

Price Guide: €29.00

» Suomen llmavoimien Histaria No.9
« 96-page, A5, laminated card cover
» Finnish & English

= www.kolumbus.fi/kari.stenman

Very similar in format to the B-29 title we
reviewed in issue 9, this new one takes
a look at the bomber that nearly was, the B-32!

Continuing the History of the Finnish Air Force series, this latest The narrative is extensively illustrated through-
addition deals with Russian bombers used by the Finnish Air Force out with both period black and white images and, on occasions, some colour
during WWII. It therefore covers the Tupolev SB, lluyshin DB-3, lluyshin images of preserved examples. The coverage is so extensive that it is broken
II-4 and Petylakov Pe-2. As with all titles in this series the whole thing down into sub-sections, with chapters within each. These sub-sections
is profusely illustrated throughout with excellent period images, not just deal with the B-32 project as a whole, the B-32 from a technical viewpoint,
offering excellent shots of each aircraft as a whole, but also including the crew and flying the B-32, training, testing and problems encountered
some stunning detail shots of airfframes both inside and out. in bringing the type into service and, finally, the use of the type in combat
Within each of these sub-sections there are up to |3 separate chaprers, each

Verdict: The quality of the product, the information and all those stunning looking at either the development and service life of the type or a detailed
images make any of the titles in this series a ‘'must’ if you are in any way analysis of the structure and equipment. These 'descriptive’ sections are
interested in the types depicted or the Finnish Air Force in general. It is packed with a mass of detail photos both inside and out of the airframe, and
highly recommended . include many illustrations taken from the flight manual. It is interesting to
fo all, and UK cus- see the projected and actual service use of the type, and also sad 1o see the
tomers can obtain ultimate fate of all the B-32 at the war's end, that of being broken up and
rhesc_!n‘csfram The smelted down, so that all that exist today are two turrets!
Aviation Book
Centrs, The Verdict: This is a very i j j

g . very impressive book, certainly as good as the previously
Aviation Bookshop mentioned B-29 ane, and a must for all USAF fans. It is one that we can highly
or "’“"_‘:"'fﬂ recommend, and for those interested all /
Counti UK and European orders are dealt with b v qu -
name but a fow. Bushwood, sgeconlw them at 020 839; . ‘A: A \

8585 (email: info@bushwoodbooks.
co.uk), while all other worldwide orders

= should go directly to Schiffer. any a

RATING ||, B Sl RATING | )/ =

SUPPLIED BY: THANKS TO KARI STENMAN SUPPLIED BY: THANKS T0 BUSHWDOD anuis\
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Militaryexp.com

ALCLAD Il LACQUERS (4

NATURAL METAL FINISHES

J Easy to use

d Superior Results

J 12 Natural Metal Finishes
- 4 Prismatic Shades

- Pre-thinned for Airbrush use
-i No Buifing or Seaiing Needed

Alclad Transparent Colours
Alclad Gloss Black and Alclad Grey primer

Alclad 11 Lacquers lnt., Usit 1C, Hurricane Way,
Nowrwich Abrport lidustrial Estade, Norwich, NRS 65 W

Tel: 01603 THTOMT  Fux: 01603 TREUH)

. . 0
o Distributed by:
;ﬁ) ~ J Mannants (Lowestofl, England] 01502 5)7444
Horizon Hobby Inc [Champagn, llincis) BO0-338-2839
. . Four Aces (Colorado) 303-595-0737

¢ MMD (Texas; 972-245- 3504

8 Sental {Califonia) 818-B86-3113

SkyGrid (Conads) 519-742.6865

Stevens (Mew Jersey) B56-435-1555

VLS (Missouri) 636 156-4RRA

Frontfine Hobbies Newcastie (NSW Austraka) ]
Victors Hobbles (Johanne al.u-q
Powers Internathonal (lapan) (48-298-5439

utors Required e-maii: alclad-sales@alclad2.com

w.alcladz.com

Véclay Lomitzii - VALOM
Kloknerova 9, W8 00 Praha 4, Coech Republic
Tel. 00420 24411 2468 / Fax 00420 244112458

Email: viomitzii@voimy.cz www valom.net

Sea Fury FB.11 in BIG 1/32 Scale !
Available now ina highly detailed , multi-media kit with Cartograf

decals for 6 versions , complete weapons fit and comprehensive
instructions to make up a stunning model of this incredible fighter.

Fisher Model & Pattern § 195.00 plus post
5290 Buckboard Lane, Paradise, CA 95969 USA tel.001-530-876-9900
or visit our website www.fishermodels.com for more information

Typhoon MKIb Bubbletop
£65.00 inc P&P Worldwide

(Rocket sets available separately)

We will be open as a kmited retail cutiel for MDC, Warbirds Productions, Mr Hobiby

Due o the cost of payment processing, minimum order is £5.00 excluding carriage
P&P: Full Kits: minimum charge in all cases E5.
Accessory products included in the order: minimum charge is 10% of the value of these
Otherwise - P&P in EEC: for orders up to £30, add 10% of order value.
For orders over £30, carriage is free. Outside the EEC: - Free
Payment by Credit Card, Cheque IMO or PO
(ESterling, made out to Model Design Construction).
Model Design Construction,
Victoria Pl, Victoria Rd, Ripley, Derbyshire DES 3FW
Answerphone/Fax 01773 513344 + Workshop 1 weekdays 01773 513345
Email: models@ModelDesignConstruction.com

F2A-2 Butfalo "Yellow Wing"
1/32

Potez 631 "French H-Puﬂr Fighter”
1/48

Loire 130M
1/48

SH32010 F2A-2 Buffalo "Yellow Wing" 1132
SH32016 Polikarpow I-16 type 24 "Hi-tech" 1132
ADS1 Loire 130M 1143

A58 Potez 631 "French Heavy Fighter™ 148

more info: wWww.mpm.cz

UK. source: HANNANT'S
GERMANY source: Aerc
www. seromodel de, www.moduni.de

FRANCE source: AB TOY'S - eddyra ezimaifwanadoo. fr




If you would like to have your aviation or modelling titles reviewed here,

copies to the editorial address and we will be delighted to review them

books

Luftwaffe Camouflage & Markings 1933-1945 Volume 2
by K.A. Merrick & J. Kiroff

Pla snio Puiblianed
Classic Pubncations

ISBN: 1-903223-39-3

Price Guide: £50.00 ($89.95)

s|22-page, A4, hardback with separate dust jacket
» English

» www.ianallanpublishing.com

For those of you who missed out on volume one

(us included!), this is the second part of Classic's
coverage of the knotty subject of Luftwaffe camouflage
and markings. Much has been written on the subject since the Monogram and Kookaburra titles on the subject in the 1970s, so it is about time all this
additional research was put into book form. This second volume deals with the code system and tactical markings applied to Luftwaffe aircraft, as well
as looking at specific roles, such as nightfighters, ground-attack, reconnaissance, bombers, maritime, transports and trainers - the less ‘glamorous’ ele-
ments! The first 32 pages just deal with the code and marking system, with each squadron, etc, listed along with their codes. There are as many pages
dealing with tactical and special markings, then the coverage moves on to look at each of the specific roles previously mentioned, and this includes
baoth civil registrations and markings applied to liaison and light aircraft and gliders. The appendices include a detailed look at the colours applied to
external stores, maintenance and safety markings, the Werknummenrn system and the Balkenkreuz and Hakenkreuz markings.

Verdict: At last we have a modern guide incorporating all the research that has been undertaken since the previously mentioned works, Classic have gone to
the expense of having this book printed in a manner that allows them to use colour wherever they want, which means they can put colour images anywhere,
and that is so important in such a work. They have also gone to the expense of adding separately printed colour cards at the back of the book, printed on spe-
cial card to retain the correct shades etc. All-in-all THE title for this subject and one that you have just got to add fo your collection if you do any Luftwaffe

modelling.

SUPPLIED BY: THANKS TO IAN ALLEN PUBLISHING -

USAFE Phantoms
by P. Martin & C. Gerard
AirDOC Publications
ISBN: 3-935687-02-8
Price Guide: €19.95

= Post WWII Combat Aircraft Series
No.0I

+ B0-page, A4, laminated card cover
» German & English

ﬂ The AirDOC series of books dealing with post-war combat aircraft
is well established, this is the first in the series that has recently
been reprinted and updated. As the title suggests this book looks at
USAFE Phantams operated from bases in Germany. The coverage is bro-
ken down to look at each wing, then the squadrons within them. The nar-
rative is split 50/50 between German and English an each page, with all
captions in both languages. The photographs are in colour throughout,
with a good selection of colour profiles.

Verdict: This is an excellent reference title, not just for Phantam operations
in Germany, but for the type in general and it is one that can therefore be
recommended to all =

fans of the F-4.

RATING

SUPPLIED BY: THANKS TO AIRDOC PUBLICATIONS
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The Bristol Blenheim - A complete histor

by Graham Warner

Crécy Publishing Ltd

ISBN: 0-85979-101-7

Price Guide: £34.95

« Updated 2nd Edition

* B54-page, 250mm x 200mm,
hardback with separate dust
jacket

* English

Some of you may recall the first edition of this

title, produced in 2002, Well, it has now been updated and reis-
sued, this time in an even bigger format. Written by Graham Warner,
the former owner of the Blenheim that is currently being returned to
airworthiness at Duxford, there can be no better person to write about
this subject. The text is in-depth, not just covering the development and
operational service of the type, but also looking at its use In specific
theatres. These include Europe and the Far East as well as the Middle
East, Western Desert and Malta, along with lesser-known usage in lraq,
Syria and East Africa. The whole story is heavily illustrated with period
photographs throughout, many of these coming from private collections
so never before seen. Each chapter has a number of appendices listing
facts and figures and all-in-all this is about as near to ‘definitive’ as you
can get!

Verdict: If you missed the first edition, don’t miss the second, and even if
you have the first this sec- ond edition is expanded so much that you
can view it as a new fitle. It reallyis ____ —— e
that good, comprehensive and | ‘_ y )
written by a man with such a — \
wealth of knowledge of the
subject thar you really only / '\
recommended to all.

A

need this one title. A real !i ’k |
|_RATIN

stunner and mast highly
SUPPLIED BY: THANKS TEI CRECY ﬂUBI!SHING J




.
n e W S I I n e 09 / 2006 - Latest news & information for Scale Aircraft Modellers

B KEY NT - New Tocling, RE - Reissue, with or without new decals, RT - Revised Tooling, IM - Injection Moulded Plastic including Limited Run, PE - Phota-
Etched Brass, R - Resin, RB - Rubber, VF - Vac-formed Plastic, WM - White-metal or Pewter

News - Just Released

B The below lists all UK kit releases since our last edition. For all the latest news check out our website at www.modelairplaneinternational.com

MANUFACTURER SCALE ITEM # TYPE DESCRIPTION PRICE NOTE

Academy 1:48 12209 IM Sikorsky CH-53E Super Sea Stallion £49.89 NT

Airfix 72 08008 M Lockheed Super Constellation £19.99 RE Ex-Heller
A-Model 172 o2 R/IM Ilyushin |I-76 £145.60 NT Lid Edition
A-Model 172 020 A/IM Antonov An-10 £50.50 NT Ltd Edition
A-Model 44 14407 M NC/AC-123K Provider £10.25 RT

A-Model I:144 14408 1M UC-123K Provider £10.25 RT

Anigrand Craftworksl:72 2060 R/VF Grumman XFIOF-1 Jaguar £3750 NT

Classic Airframes|:48 4120 IM/R/PE Avro Anson Mk | £3750 NT

Classic Airframes:48 4122  IM/R/PE Avro Anson Mk | (Export Version) £3750 NT

Classic Airframes|:48 4128  IM/R/PE English Electric Canberra TT.18 £39.95 AT

Classic Airframes|:48  445R IM/R/PE Grumman J2F-5/0A-15 Duck £32.50 RE

Dragon 44 4583 IM F-1ITA 'Baja Scorpion & Grey Dragon’ £799 BRE

Dragon 172 5028 IM/PE Kawasaki Ki-B1-1 ‘3 in I £I550 RT

Eduard 1:48 {[F=d] IM/R Spitfire Mk 22/24 £2399 RE Ex-Airfix Classic Airframes #4128 Canberra TTI8
Eduard 1:48 Bi34 IM/PE Fokker D.VIl (Albatros) ‘Dual Combo’ £27.76 RT

Eduard 1:48 B43l M Nieuport Ni-17 ‘Weekend Series’ £6.99 RE

Eduard 1:48 8476 IM Messerschmitt Bf I0BB "Weekend Series’ £750 RE

Gremlin Models 1:72 7227 R/WM/VF Piper Cheyenne | £2465 NT

Gremlin Models 1:72 7228 R/WM/VF  Piper Comanchero £2465 NT

High Planes Modelsl:72 7286 IM/R/WM GAF/EE Canberra Mk 21 £30.00 AT >
High Planes Modelsl:72 7287  IM/R/WM  AU-23 Peacemaker £16.20 NT SPITFIRE F Mk.22/24 "%
High Planes Modelsl:72 7285 IM/R/VF Beaufighter Mk IF Nightfighter £25.00 RE Eduard #1121 Spitfire F Mk 22/24
IcMm ;72 72163 M Avia B-71 £10.99 RT ;
ICM 172 7231 WM Kawasaki Ki-10-1l £799 NT

ICM 1:48 48125 M P-5I1B Mustang USAAF « Pilots & Groundcrew £9.98 RE

ICM 1:48  4BISI M P-51D-5 Mustang £999 RE

ICM 1:48 48i181 M P-51A Mustang ‘USAAF’ £9.89 RE

Italeri 1:72 1146 M Fairchild C-118J Boxcar £16.99 RE

Italeri 172 1255 IM Lockheed C-130J Hercules £23.99 RT

Italeri 172 1262 M Boeing B-52G Stratofortress £35.99 RE Ex-AMT
Italeri 1:48 2647 M ACH-47A Chinook £2789 NT

Italeri 1:48 2648 M Panavia Tornado 108 £1250 RE

Italeri 1:48 2650 IMm North American B-25 Mitchell £28.99 RE Ex-Acc Min
Iraleri 148 2652 IM MN.A. T-6G Texan b " £10.99 BRE Ex-Ocidental
Omega Models 1:72 72105 R/PE Fokker V.27 £3050 NT

Omega Models 1172 72135 R/PE Deperdussin TT (Serbia and Turkey) £38.40 NT

Omega Models .72 72168 R/PE Avro 626 (Brazil, Chile and Lithuania) £38.40 NT

Omega Models  1:72 72i70 R/PE Avro 626 (Belgium, Portugal and Canada) £38.40 NT

Omega Models 1:72 72225 R/PE Friedrichshaffen FF-48B/C floatplane (Finland) £44.50 NT

Omega Models 1172 72238 R/PE Hanriat HD-I7 floatplane (France and Latvia) £34.50 NT

Omega Models .72 72248 R/PE Farman HFEXXIV £34.40 NT

Omega Models |:72 72258 R/PE Avro 626 (Manchuria, New Zealand & Estonia) £38.40 NT

Revell ;72 04125 IM SPAD XIIC.I £299 RE

Revell 72 04374 IM Lavochkin La-5FN £399 RE Ex-Zvezda
Revell 172 04378 1M MiG-3I ‘Foxhound’ £13.99 RE Ex-Zvezda
Revell I:72 04399 IM Sukhoi Su-24M £13.99 RE Ex-Zvezda
Revell 1:48 04568 IM Eurofighter Typhoon Single-seater £14.99 NT

Revell 72 05766 IM Luftwatfe 50 Years [F-104G, F-4F & Tornado] £14.99 RE

AS Models 1:72 8217 IM/PE/R Arado Ar 65 ‘Luftwaffe’ £1L60 NT

RS Models 1:72 9218 IM/R/PE Arado Ar 65 ‘Bulgaria & Luftwaffe’ £11L60 NT

Special Hobby 1132 32018 IM/R/PE Polikarpov I-16 Type 24 'Hi-tech version' £31.99 RE

Special Hobby  1:72 72050 IM/R/PE Fairay Firefly T Mk I/T Mk 2 Trainer £11.25 RT

Special Hobby  1:72 72119 IM/R/PE Lloyd C.V Serie 46 £11.98 NT

Tamiya 1:32 60317 M Mitsubishi MBA2h Zero Model 21 £7499 RT

Trumpeter ;48 02808 M Vickers Wellingron Mk lc £49.88 NT

Trumpeter 1:32 02242 IM/PE Douglas SBD-3/4 & A-24A £50.98 RT

Zvezda 172 7259 M MiG-2IBis ‘Fishbed L' £799 AT
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M KEY NT - New Tooling, RE - Reissue, with or without new decals, RT - Revised Tooling, PE - Photo-Etched Brass
IM - Injection Moulded Plastic including Limited Run, R - Resin, RB - Rubber, VF - Vac-formed Plastic, WM - White-metal or Pewter

News - Coming Soon

W Listed halow are some of the new releasas and reigcues due in the next counle of months hoth in the LK and plepwhare in the warld Far ym-tn-data news on all tha lasast raleases
visit our website at www.modelairplaneinternational.com.

MANUFACTURER SCALE ITEM # TYPE DESCRIPTION PRICE NOTE

AML ;72 72025 IM/R/PE Macchi MC.200 Saeta [Late series] £198 AT

Azur 148  ADSI  IM/R/PE Loire 130M ETBA NT

Azur 1:48  ADSB IM/R/PE Potez B3 E£TBA NT

Dragon 1144 4584 IM Sukhoi Su-35 & Su-37 ¥950 AT

Fine Malds I:48 FB-13 M Kawasaki Type 95 Fighrer Model I Ki-10 ¥2800 NT

Fine Molds 1148  FB-14 IM Kawasaki Type 95 Fighter Model |l Kato Ki-I0  ¥2800 NT

Freightdog Models |:72 TBA R/VF/PE Saunders-Roe I77 [RAF PAT7R] £TBA NT

Freightdog Models 1:72  TBA  R/VF/PE Saunders-Roe 177 [RN PI77N] £TBA NT

Hasegawa 172 poBiz M McDD F-4J Phantom || ‘Colorful Marine Corps’ £TBA

Hasegawa 172 00BI3 M N.A. B-25J Mitchell ‘Solid Nosa Part 2° £TBA

Hasegawa 172 ooBl4 IM Grumman F-14B 'VF-143 Pukin' Dogs Last Cruise’ £TBA

Hasegawa 172 0oBI5 M F/A-18E "VFA-22 Fighting Redcocks' £TBA

Hasegawa 172 o08ie 1M F-14D "VF-2 Bounty Hunters Last Cruise’ £ETBA

Hasegawa 172 00818 IM Avro Lancaster B Mk | ‘Grand Slam’ £TBA

Hasegawa 1:72 E26 IM Martin B-26B Marauder £TBA

Hasegawa 1:48 09698 1M McDD AH-64D Apache Longbow ‘Iragi Freedom' £TBA  RE Aug 2006

Hasegawa .48 09693 IM LTV F-8J Crusader 'VFP-63 Eyes of the Fleet' £TBA  RE Aug 2006

Hasegawa 148 09701 IM Kawanishi NIKI-Ja '402nd Fighter Squadron’ £TBA  RE Aug 2008

Hasegawa 1:48 09702 IM Curtiss P-40E Warhawk "South Pacific Aces’ £TBA  RE Aug 2006

Hasegawa .48 08703 IM Grumman F-14D Tomcat 'VF-101 Grim Reapers’ £TBA  RE Aug 2006

Hasegawa 1:48 089704 IM Junkers Ju 87D Stuka ‘Rumanian Air Force’ E£TBA  RE Sept 2006

Hasegawa 1:48 09705 IM Canadian Sabre Mk § ‘Canadian Armed Forces' £TBA  RE Sept 2006

Hasegawa 148 09706 M Lockheed F-104G Starfighter 'JBG34 Special' £TBA  RE Sept 2006

Hasegawa 1:48 08707 IM N.A. P-5ID Mustang ‘Petie’ ETBA  RE Sept 2006

Hasegawa 48 09708 IM Macchi C.202 Folgore ‘Italian Aces' £TBA RE Sept 2006  MPM #7254 SAAB B-5
Hasegawa 148  JT8Z2 M Bell P-400 Airacobra £16.99 NT Aug 2008 5“%_
Hasegawa 1:32 OBIGE M Messerschmitt Me 262A ‘Galland’ £TBA  RE Sept 2006 e Nt e i B
Hasegawa 132 ST26 M Junkers Ju B7D Stuka £34.99 RT

ICM 1:72 72201 M Nakajima Ki 27 £850 NT

ICM 172 72211 M Henschel Hs 123A- £793 NT

IcM 1:72 72291 IM Dornier Do I7Z-2 £1450 NT

ICM 172 72301 M Dornier Do 215B-4 £14.50 NT

ICM 1:72 72302 M Dornier Do 215B-5 £14.50 NT

ICM 1148 48031 M LaGG-3 £13.98 NT

MPM 72 72514 IM/R/PE SAAB B-5 £TBA NT

Pavla Models 172 72062 IM/PE Siebel Fh 104 Hallore E21.50 RT

Planet Models  1:72 142 R/VF Loire-MNieuport LN.42 55100 NT

Planet Models  1:72 183 R/VF Focke Wulf Fw 19a £30.50 NT

Planet Models 48 181 R Letov 5.528 £TBA NT

Planet Models  1:48 182 R/VF DFS Kranich £20.50 NT

Revell 44 04048 M F-14D Super Tomcat £299 NT

Revell 1144 04053 IM Junkers G.38 £8.939 BRE

Revell 1:72 04312 IM Horten/Gotha Go 229 £699 RE

Revell 172 04310 M Douglas A-268 Invader £13.99 RT ex-haleri

Revell 1:72 04313 IM RF-4E Phantom 'Tigermeet' £899 RE

Revell 1:148 04520 M B-25 Mitchell £19.99 RE 5

Revell 1:48 04527 IM F4U-4 Corsair ‘Flying Bulls' £13.99 RE Ex-Hasegawa

Revell .28 04730 IM Spad Xl £13.99 RE

Roden k72 054 M Sopwith F.I Camel [two-seat trainer] €10.00 RT

Roden 72 038 IM Junkers D.| [short fuselage version] EB.50 NT

Roden 1:48 412 IM RAF BE.I2b E24.75 NT

Roden 1:48 429 IM Bristol F.2B Fighter with Sunbeam Arab engine €21.75 RT

Roden 32 605 M Fokker F.I 836.00 RT N \
South Front 1:48 48001 IM LaGG 3 Series 4 £TBA NT LY
Special Hobby ;72 72120 IM/R/PE Narth American F-86H ETBA NT : \ _ : ;
Special Hobby  1:72 72123 IM/R/PE Junkers Ju 87A Stuka ‘Legion Condor’ ETBA NT k N L
Special Hobby 1:72 72i25 IM/R/PE Bsh (/PS-43 "Vulteee V-1l in Soviet Unian’ £TBA RT Special Hobby #72123 Junkors Ju 8TA
Special Hobby  1:72 72132 IM/R/PE Northrap XP-56-11 Black Bullet ‘2nd Prototype’ £TBA  RT

Special Hobby  1:32 32010 IM/R/PE Brawster Buffalo F2A-2 "Yellow Wing' ETBA AT

Valom 172 72017 IM/R/PE Douglas TBD-IA Devastator with floats £19.99 AT
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HUNGARIAN HEINKEL

Here in Hungary we are always
pleased to see when foreign sources
deal with Hungarian subjects. There
is, however, a very common mistake
often made, even by the best (e. g.
your magazine). The order of colours
on the horizontal tailplanes was
opposite to that shown in Richard

J. Caruana's profiles in Issue Il, Red
was on the inside, and green on the
outside, on the tip.

Best rogards,

Tom Vrauko (Hungary)

Ed Says: Richard J. Caruana
apologies for this oversight and has
included a corrected drawing of this
area, which we have reproduced
here.

NO REPLY!

In April's edition mention is made

of Steve Nuttall in the context of

the 1:32 Ju 87G-2 Flak I8 gun bar-
rels. I've fried both contacts on his
website (ie www.modelbarrels.com)
and had my email returned because
‘address not recognised’, So, how do
| get in tauch with him , please?

Kind regards

Matt Jagues, (Australia)

Ed Says: | have spoken with Jay, who
did the article, and he has passed

on Steve'’s new email address, as he
apparently recently changed it. If is
stevenuttall@cogeco.ca.

ROSIE THE RIVETTER

| have just finished reading Jay
Laverty’s Me 262 article in the
December 2005 edition. In the
article Jay mentioned the use of a
tool he called ‘Rosie the Riverter’
to repicate rviets lost to filler and
sanding. What is this tool? I'm
putting together Hasegawa's Ki-27
Nate in 1:48 and it is covered with
rivets. Like Jay, | have lost some of
the rivets and I'm looking at a way
1o replace them. The tool Jay men-
tions sounds like it may do the job.
Any insight you can provide on this
tool would be a great help.

Thanks

Mark Germann

The views expressed here are not necessarily those of the editor or publisher, Letters may be edited for publication

Richard Caruana's corrected artwark
for the He 111 fearured in lssue 11
{Sen Hungarian Heinkal')

Ed Says: | checked with Jay and
apparently this tool was made by a
gentleman called Peter Dousck, but
may well now be out of production.
Jay recommends that you coentact
Peter directly at dousekp@quick,

cz directly and ask him if he has any
still available.

I'M CONVERTED

A short mail to congratulate you on
your first year. | have only yester-
day bought my first issue of Model
Airplane (issue 12) as | usually get
‘another’ international title and
now wonder why | have not picked
your title up a year ago! The layout,
graphics and photography, the look
and feel of the whole thing is excel-
lent, not too crammed and easy to
negotiate through the pages. | am
converted and will be getting all the
back issues plus a binder. Thank you
for a well thought out and modemn
loaking publication.

Kind regards,

Matt Braund.

Ed Says: Thanks Mant, glad to hear
you have become a convert to MAI
and | hope you confinue to enjoy
what we offer each month.

mdum

B The chasnn ﬁﬂu-—-nu-——-—-u-.

T NS sy

mnm
The selected letter each month will receive an aircraft kit from the
Academy range courtesy of Academy and their UK importer, Tayway. [ 1200

Jay {above) opted ta do the engine
ring in red on his model, while
Richard Caruana depicted it in yel-
low, which Is correct? There is no
simple answor - is there ever!

LETTER OF THE MONTH

RED OR YELLOW?
Apologies if you have answered this question before; | have spent quite
some time reading all of your letters pages looking to see if someane has
raised this question before, but have found no question/answer as yet.
Question: In Issue 3, Jay Laverty builds the Revell 132 Heinkel He 162,
Yellow II' and finishes the model with a red intake ring, however on page
38, Richard Caruana's illustration, has a yellow intake ring? The reason |
am asking this question is that | have just purchased the kit and wish to
finish it as per your magazine build, but have no idea, which intake ring
colour is correct, please can you help?

Many thanks in advance for your help, excellent magazine, | hope like so
many others you do not make lots of changes and spoil the character of
the magazine.

Douglas Skipper.

[Ed Says: The problem with the colour of the ring of the He 162 you
mention is that there are published references that list ‘Yellow II' as
having the engine front in both red and yellow. Richard Caruana
went for the most-quoted option, which was yellow, while Revell
seom to have opted for red in their kit instructions. The problem lies
in determining the correct colour from black and white images, as
no colour ones exist, and RLM 04 Gelb is a very deep yellow, so this
appears quite dark on black and white photographs. This would not
be a problem if it were not for the fact that red also appears dark in
black and white and so many wartime images are of such high
contrast that it is often impossible to tell them apart. Sorry | can't
offer a definitive answer on this one, we will probably never know
for sure!
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Looking

During our first year I did,

on occasion, look back ten

or twenty years, well this
month [ was going through
my old stuff and while look-
ing through some things from
September 1996 [ noted that
apart from this being my tenth
wedding anniversary (note to
self - go get a card and pres-
siel), it was also the time |
was just getting over a visit 1o
the IPMS/USA Nationals at

Virginia Beach (definitely an

W BECOME A CONTRIBUTOR?
If any of you out there would like to contribute to MAI, either undertaking Kwik Builds or writing main feature articles, then please do get in

touch with the editor, either via email at editorial@modelairplaneinternational.com or in writing via the ADH office.

E EDITO
Back

‘excellent adventure’]) and sur-
prise, surprise Revell had only
recently released their 1:144
Junkers (;.38. Why a surprise,
well amazingly enough guess
what, yep, Revell have just
announced that they are reis-
suing this lovely little kit dur-
ing the final quarter of 2006!
Also strangely, AMT/Ertl had
just released their 1:72 Boeing
B-52C Stratofortress (£26.99)
and that kit is back too, this
time in an Italeri box and this

time it is £35.99. Seems in

our hobby that you only

have to wait a while and
eventually the model you

are after will come back.

| am not planning a visit

to this year's American
Nationals sadly, mainly due 1o
it coinciding with final work
on this edition before it goes
to press, so | really can t expect
others to do my work for me
while I swan off on a ‘jolly" |
may get to go in the future, if |

Baanens | = T T g et things
it sorted in

advance as
I do enjoy
going,
mainly as
a shopping
excuse

I admit,
but also it
would be
nice to take

Contact details for companies featured in MAI this month...

MAI across
and speak with all our
avid US readers.

Well as you can probably
tell | have not got that much to
talk about this month, so I will
stop waffling on and let you
all get on with reading what
we have on offer in this issue,
as well as checking out all the
reviews so you can
work out what to spend your
hard-earned cash on this
month. As modellers we are
certainly spoilt for choice
nowadays!

Richard A. Franks - Editor,
Maodel Airplane International

ARDOC RIS LLOYD SALES & MARKITING  EDUARD MA. {Babogna), Maly Fax: 01833 443849 Tol/Fux: 81 (54) 667 (323
Wiihalmatr. 26, 1054 Erangen, SERNICES 170 Obrnice, Ohenica. 435 21, Tol: +38 D51 72 60 07 Emaik infa « Osprey " £ il 5o-net ne iy
Germany. Stantay House, 3 Fleets Lana, Czoch Republic Fax: <38 051 7264 59 PanT
Tok ~40 8131 52028 Peate, Derset, BHIG 34J Tok 42035 6 1 B1 86 4 Emait italeriitaleri com *Sug Jadar-Model® TAMITA INC.
Fax: +48 813 530118 Tet 01202 649830 Fax 420 356 18I TY UM Importer: The Habby Comgany Lrd. 37 Ondawara, Shizoka City.
Emal sndressideiniak-airdocde  Fan 01202 649950 Email infe ceduard c1 POCKETROND LTD. Japas. UN Imgorter: Tha Hablry
wwak-airdos do Email: chifloyd= gishalngt ca uk UK Distributors: LSA Modals & JADAN-MODL, PO Bax B0, Welwyn, Company Limatad
Hansann Tinkna 8/103, DO-100 Warsaw, Herts, AL B OND
AIRES HOUBY BODELS CLASSIC AIRFRAMES Puland. Tok 01707 391508 THE AVLATION WORKSHOP
Cogirahy 115, 434 01 Moxt |, PO Box 577560, Chicsgo, IL BOBST-  FINE MOLES il habby4 adarhobby, waw pl Fax 0707 327486 Brook Bam, Letcombe Rogis,
Crech Repubbc. www.sires.ct 7580, USA. 53-2 kan Mintoba, Oitsu Che, www jmiar com pl Wantage. Caoa. 00012 040
Topobrashi City, Aichi Ken 481-3301, QUICKEODST i The SviaTionworkahop.co.isk
AMERANG LTD CLASSIC PURLICATIONS dapan, www.sala.orjp/-tm/ (ONCTHA WYDAWNICTA) KAGERD  **Suw Aines™ Emait gary madywic  thal agplintor et
Commerca Way. Lancing **Sow lan Altan** UK Importer: ARBA Products l, Meigiewsks 7-8, 20-852 Liblin
West Sussex. BNIS 8TE Poland. MEVELL AG (UK BRANCH) THE HOBEY COMPARY LIMITED
Tok: 01803 765488 CHECY PURLISHING GRIFFON MODEL ACCESSOMILS Mol -48 601 401 157 64-66 Duoomsway, Homel Hempstead,  Garfarth Placs, Knowihill
Fax: 01903 753843 or TESITE Unit I3, Ringway Trading Estate. Harmenna 30, 625 00 Brog TolFax: =48 81 749 1) 8 Herts, P2 SHA. Mittun Keynes. MKS BPH
Email sales vamerang-group.coim Shatowmiss Road, Crach Ropbbc Email. markering =~ kagern.pl Tok: DI442 250130 Tek 01900 605 686
Wythsnshawe, Manchester. M22 SLH  Email: greit = sl Fax: D442 245818 Faa: (108 GOB 66
AREA PRODUCTS Tak: Q161 438 D024 www griffon.cz Emait saloshobiryca.net
B8 Lawrence Rosi, Fax: 0161 439 0298 WARI STENMAN REVILL G, ar erguiries = ablryco. net
Bigglesmade, Bediardshira. Esmail: bookswairplan.u-nut cor HANMANTS Maininkitie 148, 02320 Espas, Abtoilang X, Hensehebstr 20-30,
5Gi8 LU Harbour Road, Oulton Broad, Finland D-12257 Bumde. Germany TOTWAY
Tk 01767 316560 CIECHMASTER RESIN (CMR) Lowstaft, Suffalk, NRGZ L1 Tel/Fax: 358 (0)9 9082187 0. Bax 55 Unit 20, Jubieo Trade
Fax: 01767 313842 Imporiers: Hanaants (UK), Squadron  Tol: 01502 57444 Emait kar srenman <& slumbus. f S MBOILS Cerrire, Jubiloe foad,
Email: ARBAKITS# 3ol com (USA), MistorKir (lraly) & NKR Fax: 01502 500521 U lowma 7, 785 01 Rymarow, Lnchwarth, Herts. 66 156
Modedn (Nurctraiia) R —— C1och Rogublic. Tel: 0I452 672509
AVIA EDITIONS. 1540805 Tel/Fax: +420 (0) 647 211 636 Fax; DI462 672132
2i, avenwe du Teil, 07400 CRLATIVE MODELS LTD MASETAWA CORPORATION. 161 Sackvite Road, Email: rsmadsts < ramadels.cz Email toyn = toyaay.co.uk
Hochemanre. France. Unit 2. Honeyserss bifustriad Estare 3-1-2 Yagusu Yaizni, Hove, East Susyen, BN SHOD
Tok 04 75 495190 Hoaysoma Road, Chattons. Shizuoks 4258711, Japan. Yeb Be273 TRGL20 SCHIFIR PUBLISHING LTD TRUMPETER
Fax: D4 75 435 198 Cambridgashire. PEIS 6YE Tol 81546 288241 e BT 54T 4860 Lowe Valley Road, Atglen. PA~ Wasan Plastic Model Co..
Fax: 81 54 6 27 00 48 Bk 1900-8717, USA Man Long ladustrial Arca.
BUSHWOOD ROOKS DRAGON MODELS LTD. UN fangarter: Amerang Lni A S Tol; 640 563 (777 Sansiang Zhang Shan,
6. Marksbury Avenge, Kew Gardens,  609-609 Castie Peak Rood, Shaetsl SANELE Fau: 610 583 2002 Guang Deng. Chima.
Surrey. TWG 4JF Kong Mam ind Bidg BI-10/F. Sl bt e 40 it . Email info=schifferbooks com
Tel 020 0392 0505 Teuan Wan, New Terrinrien. Los Angoles. CA B003S, USA www.schitforbioak L com IVIIDA 0.
Fax: 020 6362 8676 e et inbinn UK Imparter. Bustrarod Books Promyshismaya st 2.
Emat infodibushwoodbeokncouk Yok 05224 930215 Lales. LEID 2KV s o Lobaya. Mascow Resion,
Fax: 652 24 11 05 87 W SAREZIENT — SPECIAL HORBY LTD 141720, Russia.
CAMMETT LTD Emalk inte@dagur-modoiacom TG IMSSIIITR Mezilosi 718, Prague § 193 00 Distributed by Ialeri SpA
Adlen House, Eardistand, o wmalt: midlondbacksFompuscrve.com Canch Republic. UK lmportor: The Hobby Canpany
Lnominter, Werefordshire. WAB 88D UK importer: Tha Hobly Campany Lid P — Limited
Tok 01544 388514 SRS < i SWEET AYUTION MDDEL DIV
Email cammettca ~braperuneld tom peimrisi B A Sl B 1693-12. Uteatan, Okabe, Shoda-Gun,
W LR £ ik 140012 Calderara # Ranu, Tol- 01833 443863 Shizueka 421-1131, Japan

78 Model Airplane International - September 2006



Want to know what is in next month’s edition? On Sale 28th September 2006

Wocka-Wocka
James Campling builds Trumpeter's new 1:35 CH-47A

Rata-Tat-Tat
Eduard'’s lovely little 1:48 Polikarpov
I-16 built by Andy leronymides

Fiat CR.32
By Richard J. Caruana

(S
Cat's Tale
John Tigger’ Wilkes gets all silly and builds a diorama
setting for his 1:32 Fisher Cougar!

Bristol's Beau

Richard J. Caruana colour profiles with all our main features The Special Hobby |:72 Beaufort
Plus all the latest news and kit, accessory, decal and hook reviews. built by Rev. John Mcllimurray
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THE NEXT ISSUE OF MODEL AIRPLANE INTERNATIONAL IS ON SALE 28th SEPTEMBER 2006
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TIME PLE

ASE!

Bogged down, too many ‘projects’ on the go at one time? Try clearing the decks and doing something from-the-box.

ver the years | have been
‘afflicted’, and | mean that, by
building models in batches. In my
early days of magazine work | have
been known to build 13 models in one go!
Lots of trays with parts all over the place,
but | was enjoying mysell. Today | tend

to be too picky of my own work to even
attempt ta do that number in one go, and

| was kidding myself that | was taking my
time to ‘do it right’. Truth is, my modelling
had suffered to such an extent due to work
in the past six years, that my output was
almost zero, Today | am pleased 1o say | do
not struggle along doing 16-hour working
days, seven days a week, sure | still work
too many hours, but that is by choice as

| have always been one who likes 1o keep
‘busy’ (my wife would say far too busy, but
what the heck!). | have lots of things to
keep me occupied but my modelling output
is still suffering. | recently bought a new
kit (not an aireraft), and the next day sat
down and built it! Just a week later it was
done, simple as that. | enjoyed it, but in
many ways felt it was ‘too easy’! | think my
main problem Is considering the potential
of a kit/build project instead of the reality,
and while | was talking with Steve (Evans)
recently he mentioned how few kits he

had to build, how he only did one kit ar a
time, start to finish, and how he limited
his buying by only getting those kits he
wanted to build and knew he would in the
not-too-distant future. Now | am not saying
this works for all of us, as our ‘pending
pile’ tends to be a security blanket and wa
all like to have kits in the collection that
hold memories, but | am wondering if many
of us would be happier taking on a build
and doing it from start to finish, without
the distraction of other new, or part-built
projects? | am in the process of completing

THINGS TO DO...

With this edition on sale at the end of
August thore are guite a lot of events fo
anend before our next edition, The Spitfire
Anniversary Alr Show at Duxford on the
2nd & 3rd September, and the Large
Flying Modul Show also at Duxford on

=

a couple of part-built projects at the
moment, and getting them completed will
result in a ‘burst’ of finished models, which
will probably feel guite good! After that |
think | will try the one-project-at-a-time
ideology and see how that works for me.

| also think that the ‘butterfly’ mentality has
a lot 1o do with models anly ever gefting
partially built, as we are so spoilt currently
with the stunning ‘array of excellent new
kits that are coming on the market almost
daily! Limiting our hobby is something that
none of us will ever aclively consider, even
though we all probably know we will never
build all those kits we want to, but seeing
projects through to conclusion is probably
something that a lot of us don't do on a reg-
ular basis. From comments made by friends
and colleagues, | alsc think that a lot of
modellers take on far too many ‘complex’

projects either in the form of conversions,
updates or just complex kits. The need for
some R&ER in the hobby is just as important
as relaxation is in life. | am a great believer
in getting the occasional 'shake-and-bake’
kit, someathing stunning yat casy to build,
the latest masterpiece from the likes of
Hasegawa, Revell or Tamiya. At present
that is probably the new Revell Eurofighter,
which is calling me, but | really must get
those partially completed projects done
befare | bring another box to the modelling
bench.

Try it, clear the backliog, clear the
waorkbench and then try something
start-to-finish, it may just rejuvenate

your enthusiasm!

Richard A. Franks
Editor -~ Model Airplane International

EDITOR’S CHOICE

Mastercasters’ Sanding Pads

| was first shown these large sanding pads at the
MAFVA show, and they are really quite good when
working with big areas or in larger scales (1:32 etc).
They come in two groups, the sponge sanders con-

prising two large square-ended pads, the orange
one being 100grit and the blue one IBO. The half-
moon shaped one (grey) is 280grit and the grey
and white one (the ‘miracle shiner’) is for polishing with the grey used for the prep work and
the white to polish everything out afterwards. The sanding boards (called ‘teardrop sanders’
by the manufacturer) come in the other set and are 240/120grit (grey), 1B0/100grit (whire)
and BO/BOgrit (red). From the manufacturer, the sponge sanders are £2.85 each, the ‘Miracle
Shiner' is £3.85, while the ‘teardrop sanders' are £1.75 each and the red (mylar) coarse grit
sander is £1.95, For more details visit www.mastercasters.co.uk, credit card orders can be
placed via Cammett (www.cammett.co.uk) and in America you can get them from Victary
Models (www.victorymodels.com).

the 9th & 10th September are the major
non-modalling events. Modelling-wise
thaerve is the Sutton Coldfield Model Makers
Society Model Specracular 2006 on the
IOth Seprember and IPMS Farnborough's
Muodelfest on the 24th Sepromber, Juar
don't forget that this last show has now
moved o Kings International College,
Watchetts Drive, Camberley, Surrey, so
don’t hoad off to Farnborough on auto-pilot
this year!
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The kit contains 190 parts in total detailing:

Complete cockpit interiors with armoured seats,
finely detailed cargo compartment with engraved
structure on ceiling and sides that could be
considered a "kit in itself, also included ammunition
boxes on racks.

Full weapons complement includes 5 x 0.50 Cal.
machine guns, 2 x 20MM. cannons and 2 x 2.75
rocket launchers, 1x 40 MM, grenade launcher.

Finely engraved recessed panel lines in two widths,
highly detailed on all the fuselage and cargo
compartment floor.
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Italeri Kits are distributed in the UK by;
The Hobby Company, Garforth Place, Knowlhill, Milton Keynes, MK5 8PG

Italeri models are available from all good model shops

© ADHPublishing.com
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Militaryexp.com

Absolute Zero

The lapanese Zero was widely feared and respected by friend, foe and all
who came inta contact with it. Mitsubishi engineer Jiro Horikoshi and his
team struggled mightily to produce a plane that fulfilled the Nawvy’s strict
conditions, with their Zero Fighter finally debuting in 1940. The Model 21
was designed for shipboard use, and featured tailhook, ADF homing
equipment, and 500mm folding wingtips. With its superb maneuverability,
extremely long range and powerful 20mm cannon, the Model 21
overwhelmed foes in skies across East Asia during the early World War |l era.

The Definitive Zero Model

The A6M2b Model 21 Zero is now available as a large 1/32 scale assembly
maodel from Tamiya. The successor to the 1/32 Model 52 Zero, this kit
features a full range of new parts to depict the Model 21's distinctive form
The elegant, sweeping wing and fuselage lines and subtly curving engine
cowling offer faithful reproductions of the original. Tamiya attention to
quality is evident in the accurate depiction of rivets and surface texture
incredibly high detail depicts the Nakajima “Sakae” engine and fully
modeled cockpit interior. Both folded and extended wing tips are included,
and can be used interchangeably to further increase display options.

Includes standing and
seated pilot figures

Durable metal parts
depict pitot tube and
landing gear shock
absorbers

Accessores [doe wheel
chocks heighten realism

includes 7 types of markings for =
planes invelved in Pearl Harbor attack

SPIRIT OF THE SAMURAI ~

(ltem 60317)

Realistically replicated Sakae type 12 engine and  Both folded and straight wingtips can be used
interchangeably even after assembly

exquisitely detailed cockpit interior

High quality metal parts offer smooth movement and
superior detail. Model may be stored in package after asembly

Comes with display stand

BUILD A PIECE OF HISTORY

Features moveable
landing gears,
rudder and flaps

VA2 AEMS Zero Model 52 (Zeke
(Item 60309

— '

Available as acrylic XF-76 81776 I

sy X8 TAMIYA
priy paint AS-29 (86529

ﬂ ":"I. TAMIYA,INC.
e 3-7 ONDAWARA, SURUGA-KU,
SHIZUOKA 422-8610 JAPAN

Overall length: 283mm

New Color Gray-Green(1IN)

Y



