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12720:680 of 821 Squadron, Fleet Air Arm, H
on board HMS Ark Royal, February 1939. b
Overall Aluminium with Cerrux Grey on

metal panels. Coloured bands idsnli{v‘l g
the ship are blue, red and blue. The fuse-
lage stripe is also blue.
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By W. A. Harrison

THE Fairey Swordfish must rank as one of
the most famous aircraft of World War 2,
and certainly one, if not the most famous
biplane in the history of aviation. Conceived
as early as 1930 it was still operational when
the war finished in 1945, By then 2,392 had
been produced in three marks, carried out
attacks on the enemy with bombs, torpedoes,
mines and rocket projectiles. They had sunk
or seriously damaged 30 major enemy s
been involved in the destruction of 12 U
boats and sunk over 35,000 tons of enemy
shipping. It flew in every theatre of the war,
mostly from carriers, and more often than
not in the most appalling weather conditions
imaginable. This was due to ils exceptional
handling qu: at low speed, so necessary
for deck landing when the flightdeck could
be raising and falling 60 feet and slewing
sideways at the same time!. The Swordfish
was constantly in action in its variety of
roles and became something of a legend. so
much so that it was no surprise 1o ils crews
that it outlived the aircraft designed to
replace it - the Fairey Albacore.

ORIGINS

During the 19205 and 1930s the Fleet Air
Arm (FAA) operated three main types of
front line aircraft, the Fleet fighter, the tor-
pedo-bomber and the spotter-reconnaissance
machine. The designs, however, left a lot to
be desired, suffering from poor specifica-
tions issued by departments that knew little

The original Fairey Private Venturs (PV)
TSR powered by an Armstrong Siddeley
Panther engine. It was never allocated a
serial number or registration but the con-
struction number F1875 was stencilled in
wery small numerals on ther lower rear
fuselage

about operating airc
decks. In I930. a

nccdcdm’lm.mplanc with a ‘sting” in its tail
- something that could combine spotting

duty, reconnaissance and the capability of
d

lelivering a torpedo. The .t\dmmhy were
unimpressed so he went to
talked to Mr C. R. Fairey (later chard
Fairey) and Marcelle Lobelle, hi hicl
designer. He had chosen a fortuitous time,
for Fairey were engaged on a replacement
design for the Fairey IIFs of the Greek
Naval Air Arm. They were also loooking at
designs to Specification M.1/30 which was
for a two-seat torpedo-bomber and a recent-
ly issued Spec 5.9/30 by the Air Ministry for
a fleet torpedo-spotter-reconnaissance
(TSR) aircraft. Recognising that all three
had overlapping similarities Fairey submit-

s and

One of the few wartime colour photo-
graphs of the Swordfish depicts this Mk. Il
HS545:B belonging to 824 Squadron and
wearing all the signs of hard use over the
U-boat infestad waters of the Atlantic.

ted their own design in January 1933, Their
three-seat Private Venture (PV) TSR was
powered by a moderately supercharged
Rolls Royce V-12 I\qmd cooled Kestrel
engine. To bring the requirements into line
with Naval thinking, the bomb load was
increased, Dunlop wheel by added and
the opportunity to ¢ back and forth
with wheels or floats whm required. An Air
Ministry decision was made to go ahead
with one prototype, the most notable change
they required being the replacement of the
Kestrel with a 625 hp Armstrong Siddeley
Panther radial engil

Flight Lieutenant Chrh Staniland, Fairey's
chief test pilot at the time, took the TSR.I on
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its first flight from Fairey's Great West
Acrodrome (later absorbed into Heathrow
airport) on 21 March 1933, 1t was finished in
overall silver with RAF roundels and red,
white and blue stripes running the full length
of the rudder. The only other marking was
the aircraft construction number F. 1875, (No
al being allocated 10 a PV ai ) low
:\nwn on the re; {1 s not long
after the first flight that the Air Ministry
informed Fairey that they were issuing
Specification 5.15/33, which was 10 com-
bine the previously published requirements
10 M.1/30 and $.9/30. Some ch: \p. "
cluded I\ul provided the il a
¢ and was less than 7 5001bs

saft with an all-up-weight exceeding
8,000 Ihs. In Junc of that year the Panther
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was ¢l

1IM nine-cylinder radial en

two-blade Watls wooden propeller. It had

spatted wheels and an arrester hook fitted to

mL rear fusclage ready for carrier irkls
| s

Test I'Eymb with the new m
ued
e
He was conducting spinni
havi

1o respond. ARer trying every
think of going down throu
Staniland elected to abandon the recovery
and the aireraft. He decided to go out over

&

The prototype Swordfish K3190 being run
up outside the Fairey hangar at their Great

Fairoy can bo made out on the hangar roof.
A Bristol Pn;nsus has replaced the Panther
and seen hen g a Watts two-blade
wooden plulwl\er The short tailwheel oleo
and original prof u luddor were both
modified as a resu

the left side of the cockpit as ihe aircraft was
spinning to the right and he wmml 1o be
thrown clear. Due to the hi fon
airflow he was flung into the rear cockpit.
and with great difficulty succeeded w the
second attempt. The aircraft crashed at
Longford, Middlesex and was writien off,
A decision was taken 1o build a second
t which could in
1 changes includ
v into the fuselage. The
r\-wind a four degr

three-blade Fairey-Reed one. |r| its n-viwd
SR.I1 K4190 on
ton 17 April 1934, Service
until February 1935 when it
crashed at Gosport. A complete rebuild fol-
lowved and about the time that it re-cmerzed

An order for 86 production Swordfish was

I at the same time, and this was fol-
Imvn.u shortly afterwards by another for 131
airerafl. Production at the Fairey factory at
d by 1940

H: kly
692 had heen hmil

Prototype K4130 after being converted to
dual centrol. Fitted with a Fairey-Reed
three-blade metal propeller, the raised tail
wheel oleo and re-profiled lower rudder are
noticeable.



Fairey Swordfish camouflage and markings

c Four different sch ghown depicted by: Sehome 1 Orginally Aluminium over.

all with Cerrux Grey on metal pansis. Colourad bands indicate ship allocation. Scheme 2 Extra Dark Sea

Grey, Dark Slate Grey uppar surfaces with Sky Gray lower surfaces and undersides. Scheme 3 Modified

August 1940, Sky replaced Sky Grey. Becams Temporato Soa Schema in 1841, Scheme 4 Final scheme of
FAIREY SWORDFISH COLOUR KEY  Exira Dark Sea Grey, Dark Slate Grey upper surfaces with white undersurfaces and sices.

B O ..

Black White Yollow Roundel  Aoundsl  Netursl  Aluminium Ex.Dark  Shy Sky Gray ark Carrux
Rl 8l

ark D
Metal Slata Groy  Soa Groy Blue

Fairey Swordfish

K5982:C of

eaplane Training

Squadran, Calshot,

Seen at Empire Air Da
23 May 1936. Scheme

Drawings by
David Howley ¢

822 Squadran badga

Fairay Swordfish |
K6008:612 of 822
Squadron, HMS Furious,
1937-39. CO's aircralt,
Red band, black and
whita chacks on fin and
upper  wing  tips.
Squadron badge on fin.

Swordfish |
400:586, 813

Squadron HMS Eagle,

China Station 1937-38

Faire

13 Squadran badgo.

Fairey Swordfish | K6832:73, 812 Squadron, HUS
Gloriaus, 1937-38. Yellow band. Scheme 1.

FAIREY SWORDFISH WARPAINT PAGE 3



uadron, HMS Ark Royal

. Blue, red and blue bands,

black band on fin. Blue spinner
and wheel hubs. Scheme 1.

Faii Swordfish | 19774:708,
B1‘r.gq
1838. B

y Swordfish | L2732:685,
ua Hms Cowlgwus,
d, wheel hul

Fairey Swordfish floatplane.
K5950:62, 812 Squadron, HMS

2 1938, Yellow
Squadron

d
badge on fin. Scheme 1.

However, when it became obvious that
Fairey’s could not turn out Swordfish in suf-
ficient numbers after this date, due to
Albacore, Barracuda and Firefly develop-
ments, production was transfered 10 a new
Blackbum  factery at Sherburn-in-Elmet,
Yorkshire.

The first Blackburn-built Swordfish
V4288, was test flown by Fairey test pilot, F.
H. Dixon, on 1 December 1940. Production
ceased in 1944 after 1,699 had been buil
and some 600 had been cancelled. There was
no problem building the basic aircraft and
the only change of powerplant was from the
Pegasus IIM3, which powered the ME.I and
the first few MK. IIs, to the more powerful
750 hp Pegasus 30 which was retained for
the rest of the aircraft built,

Following 992 Mk.I Swordfish (692 by
Fairey, 300 by Blackburn) came 1,080 Mk.
1ls, differing only that they had a strength-
ened lower wing with al skin undersur-
faces for rocket projectile launching. The
K6009, the penultimate Swordfish from
the first production batch built by Fairey at
Hayes. The wing fold arrangement meant
that more aircraft could be stored in carri-
er or shore hangars.
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320 Mk. Ills also had strengthened wings
but in addition had MK. X Air to Surface
Vessel (ASV) radar fitted in a radome
between the undercarriage legs. In support
of Naval air gunnery training, which had
moved to Canada, over 100 Swordfish Mk.
I1s were sent there where the majority were
fitted with enclosed cockpits to protect
crews from the Canadian winters, and these
were known as Swordfish Vs, Some were

later converted to target towing and were
quite colourful with their yellow and black
striped under surfaces.

ENTERING SERVICE

In July 1936 825 Squadron exchanged its
Fairey Seals for the first Swordfish and
rked on HMS Glorions where they
serving when World War 2 broke




out in September 1939. By then some 13
squadrons  had  re-ci with the
Swordfish, which b
bomber in FAA sei
five aircraft carriers
HMS Ark Royal h.nv.l 810, 814, 820
821, HMS C‘mmrg('nm had 811 and 8§22,
§ Eagle with 813 and 824, HMS
Gloriows with 823 and 825 and HMS
with 816 and 818 Squadrons.
s of 701 and 7
p ghis were serving in battleships
and cruisers. Amazingly, during the carly
war years some 30 front line squadrons oper-
ted the Swordfish and at least 60 second
linc units, ranging from single ship catapult
A pre-war shot of L2737:523, L2739:526
and K8435:537 of 810 Squadron HMS
Courageous. Fuselage band was blua.
L2739 was deliverod on 7 July 1937 and
was flown to Worthy Down on 2 June 1945
for disposal.

¢ and was serving in

Above: Silver doped Swordfish of A
Torpedo Tr: ., RAF Gosport prac-
tising formation flying in 1937. They are
KBA425:E, KB874:K, K8872:H and K8348:C
{IWM). Left: An early production Swordfish
at the moment of leaving the catapult at
RAF Gospart on 2 March 1939. All TSR
pilots were required to undergo such train-
ing in readiness for carrier duty or Catapult
Flights aboard capital ships (Fox)

aperations o full training squadron status.

HOME WATERS

Swordfish were ¢
du(m du

ed on fleet protection
s nl' whc war bm

'm U-hu;n was sunk by llu dum-! er sl
before it could in a shot but later that
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No. 820 Squadron Swordfish approaching
the Scottish const in May 1938 when they
left HMS Courageous with 821 Squadron
ta fly to Evantan for their annual training.
The nearest aircraft is K8880:648.

afternoon  U-30 detected, Skuas
launched from Ark Royal attacked but lost
two of their own number - to their own
bombs!. U-30 rescued the crews and made
off. On 17 September Swerdfish airborne
from HMS Courageous failed to locate a U-
boat which torpedoed and sank her.

NORWEGIAN CAMPAIGN

During the Norwegian campaign Swordfish
of 816 and 818 Squadrons from HMS
Furious launched the first FAA large scale
torpedo attack against two German destroy-
Trondheim Fiord. This was on 11
1940 but the torpedoes grounded in

=]

Apri
shallow water.

HMS Furious was relieved by HMS Ark
Rayal who launched 810 and 820 Squadrons

with aircraft from HMS Glorious 10 bomb
Vaernes aerodrome. Six Swordfish were
sent to attack a railway line east of Narvik on
9 May but due to high winds the force spilt
up with one section bombing the
Nordalshoen viaduct near the Swedish bor-
der, and the other bombing a train in
Hunddallen railway station.

During April and May at least [ive
Swordfish were lost in such action:
Norway. On 21 June six Swordfish were
sent from Hatston in the Orkneys to attuck
the Scharnhorst.

Following the withdrawal of British forces
from Norway HMS Glorious had loaded all
the available aircraft she could carry and set
off for England. Intercepted by the German
capital ships Scharnhorst and Gneisenau.
Glarions was sunk but a destroyer dam:
Scharnhorst with a torpedo. The six
Swordfish from Hatston found Scharnhorst
off the Norwegian coast and attacked from
8,000 . Diving through considerable fak as
they tried to get inside the destroyer screen,
All of their torpedoes missed and two
Swordfish were shot down.

This little-known action, although on a
smaller scale, was the forerunner of the now
famous attack by six Swordfish on three
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German capital ships during the Channel
Dash when all six were shot down.

When the German attack on France and the
Low Countries started on 10 May,
Swordfish of 812 Squadron, on loan to RAF
Coustal Command, were used at night to
bomb enemy-held pors, such as Rotterdam
where invasion barges were moored, mining
harbours, estuaries and bombed oil tanks at
Calais. Due to the nature of the raids only a
crew of two was used as a large auxiliary
fuel tank was installed in the rear cockpit.
‘They operated from North Coates, Thorney
Island, Detling and St. Eval until March
1941.

During this time no less than five
Swordfish squadrons 812, 815, 818, 825 and
829, found themselves e d by Coastal
Command to carry out attacks on the enemy.

lar, found
light operations over
ance, risking intense light flak as they
nd enemy vehicles in
support of withdrawing Allied forces.

In May. 825 Squadron in part
itself fying on d;
E

SINKING THE BISMARK

In May [941 the new German battleship
Bismarck completed her sea trials and sailed
for the Atlantic. The British Home Fleet
sailed to intercept her strengthened by the

HMS Victorious. She had been loaded with
Hurricanes for Malta but these were quickly
put ashore and 825 Squadron with nine
Swordfish embarked together with six
Fulmars of 800Z Squadron - all that w
available at short not

Bismarck was found in the Denmark Strait
and the nine Swordfish were launched
around midnight on 24-25 May. Under
extremely difficult conditions a torpedo
from one of the Swordfish hit the battle-
ship's armoured belt. HMS Prince of Il’n{r
had scored hits on Bismarck du
lier engagement and damaged some of Iur
fuel tanks. Contact was lost in bad weather
and the Admiralty, anticipating a run for
Brest to carry out repairs, moved Force H
with Ark Royal north 1o cut off the escape
route.

An RAF
on 26 M y and

alina sighted the German ship

Royal launched 15
her - only to mistake
HMS Timm-.'.r for Bismieirc: in/the poor Vis-
ibility and fired 11 torpedoes at her.
Fortunately they all missed, exploded pre
maturely or were avoided, but it was a chas-
tened lot of crews that returned to Ark Royal.
Refuelled and re-armed 15 Swordfish took
off just after nighifal in conditions of pnur

on the German »:Inp destro;
gear, damaging the propelle
jamming the rudders.

Bismarck could only steer with great diffi-
culty and her course was erratic. A third
Swordfish strike was launched. In the m
time British destroye:
caused more
g Bismarck  w

sunk by the com-

avy guns of the Home Fleet and
Force H, with HMS Dorsetshire putling a
torpedo into her just to make sure.

HMS Victorion id Ark Reyal then
searched for Bismarck's companion, the
heavy cruiser Prinz Engen and attendant
destroyers. She had left Bismarck during the
night with engine problems but managed o
reach Brest,
Unusual markings for a Swordfish as
K6009:912 shows. The upper fuselage was
black and the chequer board on the fin and
wing tips were black and white, with 912
on the lower side of the port upper wing.
The fuselage band was red. Taken at
Sealand in 1938 the squadron badgoe is of
822

addition of the newly ¢ carrier

from HMS Furious. (WM}
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"
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Swordfish of 820 Squadron from HMS Ark
Royal diving to make a low pass and salute
King George VI aboard Empross of
Australia on 6 May 1938. The fuselage
band, although nnl clear in this picture,
consisted of blue, red and blue stripes and
now codes had n spplled &3 seen
with A4F on the fuselage side

On 4 June, the supply ship for Bismarck,
S Gonzenheim, was steaming some 200
miles off the Azores when she was inter-
cepted by Swordfish from HMS Vietorians
but befiore surfaee ships could arrive the cap-
win had seuttled her. Swordfish from HMS
Eagle bombed and sank the U-boat supply
ship Efbe on 6 June.

IMPOSSIBLE ODDS

During World War 2 there were many brave
actions in all theatres of war but one of the
mosl courageous deeds was when LL Cdr

ort, and ok on
the might of the German n and the
LufiwafTe.

The three principle ships of the
Kricgsmarine were the two battleships
Scharnharst and Gneisenan and the heavy
cruiser Prinz Eugen. They were in Brest har-
bour when Hitler demanded their presence in
northern waters and ordered them to break
out of Brest reach the River Elbe. The
plan was that they should slip out under
cover of darkness and be almost home

Centre: All Swordfish could be converted
ta nd

a
of 824 Squadron on HMS Eagle is ready to
be hoisted out and place on the water.
Right: This picture of 824 Squadron air-
craft shows four different fin markings,
950 has none, 848 has ane black stripe,
945 has a totally black fin and 952 has two
stripes.
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Fairey Swordfish | K597
823 Squadron, HMS Glorious,

1838. Yallow band, black deck-
ing, Gowling and fin. Scheme 1.

Fairey Swordfish | K8449:649,
0 chl’mdrnn‘ HMS

Courageous, 17 October 1938,
Blue band. Squadron badge on
fin . Scheme 1.

820 Squadron badge

Fairoy Swordfish
floatplana. K8346:46,
FPTU, Gosport, 1938.
Schome 1.

Fairey Swordfish | K8375:610, 811 Squadron,
Donibristle and HMS Furious 1938. Red band.
Squadron badge on fin. Scheme 1.

Fairay Swordfish | L9785:A2P
810 Squadron, HMS Ark Royal,
1938-39. Bluo, rod and blue
band. Blue spinner and wheel
hubs, Scheme 1.

¥ 824 Squadron badgo

Fairey Swordfish | Kg336945, 824 Squadran,
HIS Eagle, Hong Kong 1939. Black band and fin
with squadron badge. Schema 1.
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Right: Good atmosphere shot
Swordfish being brought up to the f||ghl
dack of HMS Argus to start the day's fly-
ing. TI was a training carrier on which
many pilots did their first deck landings.
(Fox} Centre: Swordfish L7651:B of the
Turpuio Tminlnn Unit at the peint of deliv-
tarpedo into the Solent off

Cal !wr. IIWMI

‘before the British knew what had happened
‘The British Chiefs of Staff had called a con-
ference in January 1942 to discuss such a
ty, and accordingly ordered 825
squ..umn o be based at RAF Manston,
Kent.

The squadron commanding officer Lt. Cdr.
Esmonde had volunteered for the job but at
that time the squadron was still warking up
and only had six Swordfish and enough
crews to fly them. It was assumed that the
squadron would be up to [ull strength by the
time the Germans decided 1o make their
move. An escort of six Spitfire squadrons
was lo provide fighter cover.

On the night of 11-12 February 1942 the
three German warships slipped out of Brest.
and escorted by six large destroyers and 34
E-boats, headed up Channel. A dawn patrol
of two Spitfires discovered the breakout and
informed their base. The enemy force was
by now passing through the Straits of Dover
and all the atacking force was alerted.

Still with only six Swordfish Esmonde
elected to go and attack the enemy force,
even though he had been informed that the
escorting fighter squadrons were not at
readiness and would be late.

Swordfish floatplano K8369 being lmln-ﬂ

possibi

Grow in the pictura are RAF, Not 50 notice-
able is the target towing gear fitted in the
rear cockpit with the windlass horizontal.
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Fairay Swordfish | L9731:650
820 Squadron, HMS Ark Royal,
1939. Blue, red and blue hnr\d;.
Blue wheel disc. Schem:

Fairey Swordfish | K8393:E5K
a

o

Squadron_badge on starboard
fin only. Schema 1.

Fairay Swordfish floatplane
L7679:REG, based at Portland,
mid-1939, Schame 1.

The weather was abysmal with low cloud
and poor visibility. The six Swordfish sight-
ed the enemy after 20 minutes flying and
went straight into the attack. The sky was
full of Luftwaffe fighters and all the ships
opened fire as the aircraft approached. Ten
Spitfires of No. 72 Squadron turned up out
of the murk but the enemy fighters engaged
them early so that they could not get through
to the Swordfish.

The six aircraft were shot to ribbons, but
by sheer determination and bravery, the first
three got off their torpedoes before suc-
cumbing to gunfire from all of the ships and
enemy fighters, most of the latter with
undercarriages and flaps down to try and
match the slow speed of the Swordfish.

The second wave of three managed w0
cross the destroyer screen but were then

hacked down. Amazingly five crew mem-
bers out of the 18 survived. None of the tor-
pedoces hit their target and the enemy war-
ships eventually made safe waters.

Esmonde, who the day before had received
the DSO from the King at Buckingham
Palace was awarded a posthumous Victoria
Cross, four officers received the DSO and
one Telegraphist Air Gunner, the
Conspicuous Gallantry Medal, all of the oth-
ers were mentioned in dispatches.

ESCORT CARRIERS

The concept of the escort carrier goes back
to the early 1930s when the Admiralty were
considering some form of augmenting the
larger Fleet ca strength in the event of
war. The idea of small auxiliary carriers

capable of operating fighters and anti-sub-
marine aircraft proved ideal and orders for
ships were placed with the United States.
They could be conversions of merchant ship
hulls, or adapted from the keel up. Based on
operational experience as the war progressed
most were of the latter. It was September
1941 before the first of the escort carriers
could be introduced but after that they
became an essential part of any cunvuy
When the Germans acquired ba west-
ern France and Norway it pave their long-
range aircraft - mainly the Focke Wulf Fw
200 Condor - the opportunity to shadow con-
voys beyond the range of RAF Coastal

Swordfish from HUS Arkc Royal anjoy o
spoll ashore at Dalkh: Alexas

in April 1930, Swordlish 4A i L9728 saon
together with PA137:4K.

e i -
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Captain Aston RM, CO of 833 Squadron
flying Swordfish WE864:F. At the time, late
1842 or carly 1943, the squadron was
attached to RAF Coastal Command for
anti-submarine patrols.

Command aircraft.

As a stop-gap measure the Admiralty con-
verled merchant ships to have an aircraft on
a ramp that could be cnmpulm:l off in the
g. Initially
Fulmars were used, but Hurricanes gradual-
1y took over the role, all being controlled by
804 Squadron. CAM ships sailed with 170
convoys between May 1941 and August
1943 with eight operational launches and the
destruction of six enemy aircraft. Twelve
CAM ships were lost in action whilst on
convoy duty.

At the Casablanca Conference in January
1943 the defeat of the U-boat menace was
given top priority. Very long range aircraft
operating from the UK, Iceland and
Newfoundland closed the Atlantic ‘gap”
where the U-boats could operate without
interference. The first escort carriers, much
smaller than a Fleet carrier, went into action
with outstanding success. Germany actually
built 1,175 U-boats of which 750 were
destroyed. It should be realised that the U-
boat menace was never eliminated, just sub-
dued. They still sank 44 Allied ships in the
last two months of the European war.

Those escart carriers embarking Swordfish
between April 1943 and August 1944 con-
sisted of HMS Biter: 16 wrans-Atlantic and
Gibraltar convoys between April 1943 and
August 1944, 811 Squadron - 9 Swordfish
(to October 1943), 811 Squadron 6
Swordfish plus 6 Wildcats and later 11
Swordfish plus 4 Wildcats. HMS Archer: 3
trans-Aflantic convoys plus one anti-subma-
rine sweep. May to July 1943. 819 Squadron
- 9 Swordfish. HMS Unicorn: 3 Gibraltar
convoys May and June 1943. 818 Squadron
-9 Swordfish, 824 Squadron - 9

Swort
comos

fusalag
There

ba the

G!muvl\wusﬂweml
A, Thi ‘ used as s
Rttt
EAra Dant Saa Gray

e
\rme 5 ot imege.

Ropraseniative uppor wmgsnnﬂ

ns.
The'echoms shavn aBPSTE 16
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wers, m

most common

Top of lowor
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Left: Dual control Swordi
K5993 belanging to the Seaplane Training
Squadron at Calshot. It had been delivered
an 18 August by Fit Lt Monaypanny and is

m
Left: Swordfish P4206:5G of 824
Squadron, HMS Eagle being flown by Sub
Lt P. Lawrence when ashore at Alexandria.

HMS Tracker: 12 rans-Adantic  and
Scptember 1943 to June
adron - 9 Swordfish and 6
Scafires. HMS Fencer: 12 trans-Atlantic and
Gibraltar convoys plus (wo anti-submarine
sweeps. October 1943 10 August HJH 842
’iqumlmn 9 Swordfish and 6 Seaf r
ed to 11 Swordfish and 4 WJId
.'ms Striker: 9 Gibraltar convoys plus 3
anti-submarine sweeps. December 1943 10
July 1944 m Squadron -9 Swordfish and

and 6 W.I-qu\ HM!
convoys plus one
February to August 1944, 819 Squn:h on - u
Swordfish and 3 Wildcats, 833 Squeadron -
Swordfish and 7 Wildeats. #HMS Ammm
13 Gibraliar convoys plus one anti-subma-
rine sweep. February to September 1944,
835 Squadron - 9 Swordfish and 6 Sea
Hurricanes. HMS Vindex: 2 Gibraltar con-
voys and three anti-submarine sweeps.
March w August 1944. 8§25 Sqmldmn 12
Swordfish and 6 Sea Hurricanes. H,
Campania: 6 Gibraltar convoys. June o
August 1944, 813 Squadron - 12 Swordfish
and 4 Wild HMS Batdler: 2 Gibralta
convoys as escort while en route to
Mediterranean. June 1943. 8
Swordfish and 6 5
Hunter: One Gibral:
August 1943, 834 bquudrcu -6 Swordfish
and 6 Seafires. FMS Stulker: One retrn
convoy. October 1943, 833 Squadron - 6
Swordfish.

Examples of actions during this period are
- 25 April 1943 when Swordfish of 811
Squadron shared in the destruction of U-203
with the destoyer HMS Pathfinder. 811
also shared another U-boat, U-89 with the
Sth Escort Group. U-752 had the dubious
distinction of being the first U-boat sunk by
fired by a Swordfish of
819 Squadron on 23 May 1943. 825
Squadron embarked on HMS Vindex and
working the 6th Esce 4
operational in the south-west approaches
when, in support of the 2nd Escort Group on
15 March 1944, helped desiroy U-653 at
night.

As escort carriers became more available
they took over much of the offensive opera-
tions in lmrll\x.m
Norwegian coast.
these carriers could vary the type of
operations they were flying but generally
consisted of Swordfish and Wildcats.
number and types of operation are too
numerous to list here but on 28 January 1945
Swaordfish of 813 Squadron embarked in

Centre left: Reputed to be one of the two
aircraft that hit Bismark, Swardfish
K8376:2Q ‘Queenie’ is seen here operated
by 810 Squadron near Jamaica in October
1941. Left: In November 1942 810 and 829

n here near Tanga, East Afric:



waved away to deliver a torpedo attack on
the German warship on 26 May 1941.
Right: Ona of HMS Ark Royal’s Swordfish
returning to the carrier after the torpedo
strike on Bismark rew can be cloarly
seen already waving after obssrving two
hits. (W)
(ump:mm carried out a shipping strike on
ht. Three trawlers
of the war

ary 1944 and May 1943,
indication of their commitmer S
Chaser: 816 Squadron 11 Swordfish. 11
In 1942 813 Squadron sent a detachment,
X leqm, ta North Front, Gibraltar, to try
and detect U-boats passing through the
e 'St night. This is Sub Lt Donohus
carrying out an air test near Gibraltor in
Swordfish V4615:44.
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Hurricanes. HMS Striker: 824 Squadron 12
Swordfish, 10 Wildeats. HMS Campania
813 Sguadron 12 Swordfish, 4 Wildcats.
HMS Vindex: 811 Squadron, 12 Swordfish,
4 Wildeats. HMS Nairana: 835 Squadron 14
Swordfish, 6 Wildcats. HMS Vinder: 825
Squadron 12 Swordfish, 7 Wildcats. #MS
Vindex: 813 Squadron 8 Swordfish, 12
Wildeats,

Some of these squadrons and carriers oper-
ated together more than once and as an
example - at the beginning of May 1944
Fencer’s Swordfish, operating without a
fighter escort, sank three U-boats in a 48-

Th in early i
gut ania practic flaht, They ars lrom 324
Squadron normally based on board HMS
Eaglo. The nearest aircraft is VA649:5K.

hour period. Thereafter the U-boais nmml
in waters patrolled by Ru

ARCTIC WATERS

When Germany invaded Russia in Junc 1941
it created a new ally but also commiued
British forces to support them, either direct-
Iy or indirectly. As a result of this it was

F
and Viciorious sailed from Scapa Flow with

iwo cruisers and six destroyers
Embarked on the two
Hurricanes, 21 Fulmars, 30 Albacores and
nine Swordfish of 812 Sq
clling in Iceland the
the (u.m:mn of 30 July I'MI at two

Surprise was lost .muthnnuuy was wai
at the latter resulting
Albacares and

Swaordfish of 822 Squadron line up for
take-off fram the rain-lashed deck of HMS
Farious in 1941, Aircraft from this carrier

in constant action during the
Norwegian campaign.

Messerschmit B 1105, one Bf 109 and a
Junkers Ju 87. The Albacores sank one
2,000 ton freighter, set another on fire and

4l in: i ore. Two Fulmars
and an Albacore were lost at Petsamo for the
inking of one small steamer and damage to
the jetties,

As can be seen the majority of the airerafl
engaged in the strike were Albacores as the
Swordlish had virwally disappeared from
the Fleet carriers by the end of 1943,

Three Swordfish were embarked in HMS
Avenger the second of the escort carriers 1o
be built in America, 1o provide anti-subma-
rine patrols for the east-bound PQIS convoy

of Sepiember 1942, During 1943 the Home
Fleet embarked the following Swordfish
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The crow of Swordfish V4587 of 830
Squadron based in Malta, had a lucky
ascape when their aircraft was intercepted
by Messerschmitt Bf 1095, The wing dam-

dence of how close they came to
baing shot down.

squadrons for Arclic convoy work. Nine
Swordfish of 825 Squadron in HMS Furiots,
six Swondfish of 816 Squadron abourd HMS

when strikes were hed at Tirpitz on 3

April and 17 July 1944,
MAC SHIPS

Merchant Aireraft Carriers, or MAC-Ships
as they became known. were conceived in

941, There were two types, the converted
grain carriers, with a compliment of four
Swordfish, and the luxury of a li
small hangar, whereas the converted tankers
did noi have a hangar but a slightly longer

flight deck and embarked three Swordfish.
Up to 80 per cent of the original cargo
capacity could still be carried.

Normal Merchant Navy crews operated the
ship while Fleet Air Arm crews operated the
flying side. Swordfish were the only aireraft
nd were all

type embarked on these shi
supplied from three pool uni
860 Squadrons, the laer being a Royal
Netherlands Navy squadron.

By carly 1944 some 92 Swordfish were on
the strength of these units alone. As a show
of unity many Swordfish had the ‘Royal
Navy' painted out and ‘Merchant Navy'
stencilled in place. Anything up to four
MAC-Ships could be employed in a convoy
depemling on the importanee and size of the

;éwmdth flew 4,000 sorties during their
time on MAC-Ships but only made 12
attacks on enemy submarines, none of which
were successful. However, their continual
presence made sure that the U-boats had lie
tle success cither. When U-boat activity

FAIREY-BUILT SWORDFISH

BLACKBURN-BUILT SWBKDFISH

400 Swordfish Mk UMk I cancelled includin
RLUG05-RL646, RLE5S-RL6S9, RL714-RLTSS,

Fairey buill Mk 682
Blackburn bullt Mkl 300
1,080

Blackburn built Mkl
0 Ros
Total numbers of Swordfish built 2,392

Blackburn built M Il

5253 Hszsa H

NES53, NF136,

SWORDFISH SURVIVORS

Serial Variant Location
wease Mkl Yeavilton
DK791 Mkl New Zealand
HS469 Mkl Canada

5488 MKl Canada
HS502 Mkl Cosford
HSss4 Ml Canada
HS618 Mkl Yooviltan
L5325 Ml Yeoviltan
NF370 Mkl Lambeth, London

F389 Mkl =
NS122 M Canada

SWORDFISH PRODUCTION

Quantity  Commact Number  Variant Serial Range
1 - g
1 - TSR K4190
3 402278/35 M| K5680-K
26 402278/35 M| K5826-K6011
104 466845/35 Ml 6-K84:
21 466845/35 ME| KBE0-KEASD
150 534297736 Ml L2717
672134737 Mkl L7832 usm L7670-L7701
743308137 Ml L8714-18743, L9756-L8785
200 963679138 Mkl B3001.P4030, - PADSY. PAOSS, _P4123-

692 Swordfish Mk | buile oy vy st the Hayas factary, Middlesex

Quantity __Contract Number Variant ial Range
300 B.31192/39 kI Vazse V4337 V380 V4398, VA411-
V4525, V4551-V4600,
Vigar wvss Va6E5-VA719
100 B.31192/39 i1 wsswswsaas WS5BE6-W5925, W5966-
100 B.31102/39 MKkl DK(.?U-DK‘!IS, R4z
400 B31192/38 Mkl HS1c4HS196, B-HS231, HS254-
Faaiz fisade, s HSHU.
HSA:H 45471, HS484-HS519, HS533-
HS561, HS579-HSE25, HS637-HS678
250 B8.31192/38 Mkl L5151-L5193, LS214-LS248, LS261-
299, 1S315-05358, LS362-L5403,
541515461
230 B.31192039 Mkl

1,080 Mk. II Swordfish bul

Quantity _ Contract Number  Variant Serial Range
128 B.21192/39 Mkl NF251-NF274, MF298-NF347, NF389-
200 B.31192/39 Nkl NRB57-NRE3E, NR970-

20 Mk, Il Swordheh ouil at Sherbur
200 Mk. Il Swordfish copce“zd including NS20:
15338 -NS379, NS292- NS5, NS a7 N

to Royal Canadian Navy
al Canadian Navy

SERIAL NUMBERS OF SWORDFISH FOR ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY

Mk Wese, DK64G, DK639, DK752. DK774, HS168, HE171, HS196, H5209, HS220, HS260,
Hsz 26, Hazie r:(szaa H§32

381, HS383,
Hssm Hssm HSEW FIS500 Hag15, NS 17 HS019, HES3%, HSBas, HESoR IS
WS860, H3582, HS663, L5193, L5229, NEO26, NES27, NES28, NE9S?, NE33B, NES4O,

NEg52, NF161
Milll NR944, NR948, NR9SS, NS122, NS129, NS171

Owned by Swordfish Hnn

Remains In Musoum of
uckland

Shoarwater Museum, Dartmouth, NS. In flying cond-

tion

Karl Enhaluer

Acrospace M

Ith SDDHCE ln ﬂwnu eandition

Gomod by Swordhish Herltage irust. In fiying condition
Owned by Imparial War Muser

Bwnad by Swardlish Her toge. Trust

National Museum of Canada, Ottawa

Thore may be the remains of a few more Swordfish airframes languishing in Canada.

P4169, P4191-P4232, P4253-PA279.

Sl prototypes

NE035-NE9DS, NES20-NESS?, NESTO-
MES99, NF113-NF181, NF175-NF217,
NF230- NF?EU

at
RL435- RIJE[I L 492-RLE35, RLS4E-NLES,
L771-RLB1G, RLE29-RLET3, RLASE-ALIAZ

NRI13-NRISS,
NRIIY, NST12- N515s NS168-N5204

NS211, N5225Jsz49, NS282-NS325,

6, HS322-HS325, HE338.HS337,

ks
e Trust. In flying condition
ranspori and Technology,

At loast u it
“Wendy Loigh af Hungartan’ and the oiher 'Tunnur\nz of L-wghhnmugn’

World War 2. One was named

declined the MAC-Ships were used to ferry
aireraft from America. The last operational
flight of a Swordfish was, appropriately,
made on 28 June 1945 from MAC-Ship
Empire Mackay.

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

Before the outbreak of World War 2 the
Fleet Air Arm tock advantage of the good

weather in the south of France and had 767

Training  Squadron  ba: there  with
Swordfish. Deck landing training was pro-
vided by the old ing carrier FMS Arg

When Ttaly entered the war it placed th
a tenuous position so on 14 June 1940 they
attacked Genoa with bombs borrowed from
the French.

These Swordfish carried on (o Malta where
they landed with great difficulty, avoiding
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After d:npbins a torpedo at 1,000 yards it

50 seconds to run to the targot.
This Swoiﬁﬂlll from a torpedo training
unit, drops a practice wmedu set to run n
a depth that allowed it 1 ith 1l
target for subsequent r‘cco\lorv‘ EFJIAM-
Sfish-29)

obstacles placed on the airfield 1w stop air-

borne landings!. Half of the «;m:mm
remained on Malta form
which, over the

itself in glory, sinking an average of 50000
tons of enemy shipping each month for nine
i

nths.
Joincd by Albacares in 194
sank 30 ships in 36 night

the squ:

tar to |mn Force H. This was a task
i French Fleet, hascd

Oran or Mers-el-Kebir, o cither join the

Allies, be interned. or suffer the conse-

Force H opened fire on the me Flee.
) I
others mined lhe entrance

of shot while five
to Mers-el-Kebir harbour.

The battle-cruiser Strasbowerg tried o make
a run for it but a atack by six
Swordfish fa hit and a second
ed Lo score 3

d two sqy |dru s of

ih torpedoes dived from

7000 [t 1o score six hits, Meanwhile anather
urier HMS Herntes,

small force shadowi

sioned French batleship Rnhrﬂmi On &

Tuly six Swordfish of 814 Squadron attacked

quences, The French Fleet consisted of two
new battl the S v and
Duatkerdquee, tleships, several light

cruisers, various destroye
“The concern of the Brilish was that with the
Fall of France some of the Vichy Frer
m:;hl want (o continue the fight, and if th

the French to throw in their ot with the
Allies,
But the French declined and on 3

July

On 1 May 1942 837 Squadron formed at
Palisadoes, Jnmﬂl:l, with four Swordﬁsh
as a TBR squadron for duty aboa
Dasher on Tts d livery journey across uu
Atlantic. W5858:A is seen flying along the
Jamaican const before leaving for New
York and the start of a convoy.
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Black undersurfaces were unusual for
Swordfish, except for those ope
night over the Western Desert. This picture
was taken of V4697 at Fayid, Egypt, on
November 1942. {H.Levy}
her with mrpmlm:\ ing o make their run
crehant ships 1o
damage that pm her out of action for over
year.
Also on this day 813 and 824 Squadron
from HMS Eagle | i

u
d tanker. 824 Squa

ashore 1o Egypt and in the next few wuk.\
sank two enemy de

ik
Twelve Swordfish from Ark Royal, still
operating in the Mediterrancan, ook off on 9
August 10 o

1l dcwuying four
es on fire and

813

Squadrons went
Commanding  the
Commodore R. Collish:
the 1o squadrons 10
some torpeda carrying
cnemy shipping off the
General Wavell b hi;

. immediately put
od use. He needed
reraft to deal with

Libyan coast as
offensive against

gust in one of the fi
to support this, a small
Swordfish from 813 Sq
Captain Paich RM. and acti
report by an RAF Blenheim,
B

Ina mattero
erable aireraft had s
submarine for the expenditure of three torpe-
does and at no loss 10 themselve
During the might of 2-3 September
Swordfish from Ark Royal led by Lt Cdr M.
Ju\mmm e two atlacks on C
back again on 9 Novembes
cen Swordfish from HMS Hlusirions
atiacked enemy ships in Beng




Fairey Swordfish | K8867:G3P,
812 Squadron, HMS Glorious,
1938, Note Type ‘B* roundels in
Six positlans. Sehars 2

Fairey Swordfish floatplane
P&1SS:EF, 702 Squadron, HMS
Resolution Decomber 1939,
Scheme 2.

re; Swordfish | P4095:U3G
315 quadron, HMS Furious,
1940. Scheme 2.

Fairey Swordfish | P4221:5L,
818 Sguadron, Mediterranean
1840. Scheme 2.

Fairoy Swordfish | L2817:T4F,
767 Squadron, Kalafrana, Malta,
September 1940. Scheme 2.

Fairey Swordfish 1 KB871:J,
785 or 786 Squadron based al
Crail, 7 November 1940. Cods
Black, outlined in white, Cowling
grey. Scheme 2.
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Fairay Swordfish | L2826:2P,
810 Squadron, 1941. ‘Royal Navy’
sppears forward of fusolage
roundel. Blue codes. Scheme 3.

820 Squadron badge

Fairey Swordfish | L7673:S6W,
744 Sauadron, 1941, ‘Roval Navy’
and sarial repastad on fin. Yellow
r and wheal hubs. Yellow
Sirips on fuselags. Schams

and damaging other ships.

It was on 11 November 1940, however,
that the Swordfish was to crown all its pre-
vious achievements with the classic attack
on the Italian Fleet in Taranto harbour.

TARANTO

As early as 1938 the Commander-in-Chief
of the British Mediterranean Fleet had fore-
seen the possibility of such an attack and had
drawn up plans in case Italy entered the war
on the side of Germany. Preliminary recon-
naissance of Taranto showed six battleships,
various cruisers and destroyers plus many
smaller craft.

The original plan was to make the attack
with 30 Swordfish on 21 October, Trafalgar
Day. Unfortunately, a few days before this a
gunner working on one of the aircrafl caused
a spark and within minutes not one
Swordfish was fit to fly. The aircraft were
repaired and the raid set for the next most
suitable night - 11 November.

At 6 pm that evening HMS Mustrious
sailed to the fly-off position escorted by four
cruisers and four destroyers. It had been
intended that Eagle with her aircraft would

PAGE 18 FAIREY SWORDFISH WARPAINT

Fairey Swordfish | L7647:4H,
820 Squadron, HMS Ark Royai,
1941, 620 Squadron badge both
sides of nosa. Black codes and
yellow spinner. Scheme

Fairey _Swordfish trainer
K5661. Gasport Catapult Flight,
1942, Modified arly. roundel

eme 2.

Uppor and undrsid surtaces of & typleal Swardiish
sngaged in D-Day operations in supgortof the Inuasion
et Ih b 1554, Schame 4 of B Dk Saa Gray,
Derk Siote Gray o upper surfacos with whito sidos ared
undersuriacas ‘was modifid By the addiion of Alied
Expeditionary Alr Forco black and white 1ipos.




Above: The Fleet Air Arm's static display
Swardfish Il HS618. Balow: Swordfish of 821
Squadron taxi forward for take off from HMS
Courageous in 1938.
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Lower surface of bottom
mainplane showing metal
skinning portion on Mk. Il

Metal skinning

Centre section

Fairey Swordfish Mk. IV
Detail of cockpit canopy

Clear view
b panel in cockpit
o™ floor under ;
- torpedo housing Undersurface of centre section

—
L [

Fairey Swordfish AS. Mik.Ill
ASV Mk. X installation

e, .
Fairey Swordfish Mk. Ili e
Cockpit detail

]

[T}

e TR AT

| L

Limit of

Wing
stowage

undercarriage
leg extension

i emamggran TrpC = ?m“d -
f its under -
Al / tailplane when aircraft
|| @ is airborno
T /

18 in. \

This step on
rear strut >

Qutline shows
undercarraige
leg extended

FAIREY SWORDFISH Mk. I {floatplan
Starboard side view

Feet i
Metres

1:72nd SCALE
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D FAIREY SWORDFISH Mk. 1

-| c 7 T Port side view

Prs =

7 7
/) 7 — 7
g = = A A ey i e - —
o e == =
[ PR AT 4
R N =
z i W/T aaerial .|
. o housing D

Note fin and
rudder offset
to starboard

surface of
lower
mainplane

_ Rocket projectile
rails

r Bomb/mine  Light bomb Late type of
fal) carriers carrier long exhaust pipe

FAIREY SWORDFISH Mk. I = Qil cooler fitted

Front view e __= When Pegasus
Mk. XXX installed

D-D
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with e L Thompl
McRandles as crew. (via J.

An_ sltbisch, redarsquipped Swordfish

atiacis a th clore ot mo war. Fh 9 m inly from Bircham
Newton these ai only operational RAF
SRRl e L D O S e
for these operations. (MAP)
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Above and right: MAC-ship Amastra at sea.
Operating Ewordfish, two of W h can be
seen on the rear deck (above]. These two
pictures illustrate the small size of the
flight deck taken from both the take-off
and landing posi

join fllustrious but she developed a fault and
had to return to Alexandria, but not before
transfering five Swordfish and eight crews to
Hitnstrious for the raid. The attacking force
was therefore made up of Swordfish drawn
from 815 mti 819 Gml Irons embarked on
Hiustrious and 813 Squudrons from

m-mcm-\,d m\h
installed in the rear cockpit.

Al a point some 180 miles from the target
L. Cdr. K. Williamson led off 12 Swordfish,
six armed with (wrpedoes, four with bombs
and two with flares and bombs, The harbour
known to be protected by more than 22
[t gun positions, balloor d tor-
pedo nettin

ry “fucl

force dived through a balloon barrage and  level and shore installations including a seu-
4 -mppm artived and dropped  despite intense anti-aircrafl fire suceeeded in  planc hase. The first strike was over after 23
their flares along the castern edge of the har-  hitting all their targets for the loss of only  minutes.

bour illuminating the target, and then
bombed an oil storage depot. The torpedo

rerali - the force leader. The bonibing Meanwhile, a sccond force had taken off
itacked the other ships at mast wp  led by Lt. Cdr. J. W. Hale, consisting of ninc

Swordfish, five with tomedoes, two with
nd bombs. The
ght to horrific
leet and shore
v only one
were hit.
the next day revealed
vips severly damaged, two of
er. A cruiser and wo

second wave arrived al midr
n in the Italj
s firing but
aircraft was lost. All of the

Air reconnaissanc
three battle
them under

The Royal Netherlands Mavy operated
Swordfish from mid-1943 until the end of
the year. Thoy used 860 Squadran and also
operated two Flights with 836 Squadron.
They were normally based at Maydown,
Northern Ireland or embarked on MAC-
Ships Macoma or Gadila. This Swordfish
has just landed on the latter and with
wings folded i g taxied for'ard whilst
the batsman iready signalling 1o the
next aircraft to land on.
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h LS219:E3 of 836 Squadron on
patrol from the MAC-Ship Amastra. The

\ style of Flight numbers and letters could
vary between ts. This ons has
Marchant Navy stencilled in place of Royal
Navy

stroyers had been hit and 1 y
els sunk with bomb damage 10 the sea-
plane base and oil storage tanks. A second
strike the following night had 1 be called off
due to bad weather.

This one action completely vindicated the
use of aircrafl operati ircraft ¢
ers. Tt was a s made with
brave men flying obsolete biplanes against
wemendous odds which in one night com-
pletely changed the balance of naval power
in the Mediterrancan,

On the moming of 27 November, the
avy in a show of force and consist-

an 1
ing of two bauleships, six cruisers and 16
destroyers were attacked by 11 Swordfish
resulting in hits on one of the batdeships. A
second force of nine Swordfish was
lnunched bul the results swere inconclusive
Towards the end of 1940 Swordfish from

and Dodecanese. In Des
Rhodes and &
t with two merchant ships sunk.

On 2 February 1941 Swordfish from Ark
Rayal set off 10 carry a ‘Dambusters’
raid on the Tirso dam in Sardinia. leing con
ditions forced one aircralt o rewm 1o the
ship. two jettisoned their torpedoes due o
avy icing and one was shol down. The
other four launched their torpedoes at the
da

wall but no damage was observed
irteen Swordfish from Ark Roval ook
off on 11 February and cleven of them

Centre left: Evidence that some Swordfish
‘belonged’ to the Marchant Navy is shown
here on the rear fuselage of HS280:A from
836 Squadron. Left: Two Swordfish of '8’
Flight, 836 Squadron, LS434:B3 and
L5225:84, warm up at RCNAS Dartmouth,
Nova Scotia after disembarking from MAC-
Ship Macmahon in January 1945
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Above: A Swordfish Il of No. 1 Naval Ai
Gunnery School with enclosed _cockpits
flying near Dartmouth, Nova Scotia in
1944, (Public Archives of Canada) Right:
Swordfish NF155:82 of 836 Squadron over
Nowva Scotia after disembarking from HWS
Aduia Looking vary aggressive with rock-
et rail d bombs it is one of the few
fish to have a personal emblem on
the fuselage, in this case a baker's head.

bombed the oil refinery at Azienda. Three
aircraft were sent to spot for the Fleet's bom-
bardment of Genoa and four were
despatched to mine the entrance to La Spezia
harbour.

815 Squadron was detached to Paramythia
in Greece on 11 March and with six
Swm(l!wl\ carried out seven allacks on

st Velona harbour and despite sh ﬂnw

Four Swardfish of 860 Squadron, R. Neth.
Navy at Maydown, Northern Ireland. Later
on individual letters would be praceded by
the Flight letter, eg S1, and a small Dutch
triangle added to the 1op of the ruddar.
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F airay Swordfish Il HS180:568
815 Sguadron, Western Desert
1843, Modified with black under-
surfaces. Red codes, white ‘Royal
Navy' and serial. Scheme 3.

Fairoy Swordfish Il L5228:M10
836 Squadron, Q Flight, on MAC-
Ships o- shore-based  at
Maydown or Dartmouth NS,
1925, Rod cotes. Schome

Fairey Swordfish Il NF27 (full
serial not known), 816 Squadron,
July 1944. Black and white AEAF
bands on all surfaces. Red code
and Sky spinner. Scheme 4.

Fairey Swordfish Il LS265:L3,
836 Squadron, L Flight, 20
September 1944, Flown by Lt. J.
McAleesa. All black under top
wing to overcome sea reflections.
Yellow spinner with red bands.
Scheme 4.

CoeK's head badge
on NF193

Fairay Swordfish I NF193:M18, 836 Squadron, B
1/ Flight, Dacember 1944, Black code and name.

Cook’s head and name on both sides of nose.
Scheme 4.
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Right: Swordfish LS245:L3 of 836
Squadron L Flight, showing the unusual all-
black under-top wing surfaces which woro
used to avoid reflection from ather aireraft
parts and the sea. (via J. P. Harrison)
Centre right: An all-black Swordfish of No.
119 Squadron, RAF, at the point of touch-
down at Bircham Newton. Their role for the
last few manths of the war was anti-E-boat
and midget submarine patrols.

water and night fighters managed hits with
five torpedoes plus two hits on other ships.

Swordfish of 815 Squadron scored again
on 28 March during the Baule of Cape
Matapan by disabling the Italian cruiser
Pola. The Italian cruisers Zara and Fiwme
went to assist Pala but all three were sunk in

With Greece overrun by the Germans the
surviving Swordfish moved to Crete where
they continued 1o operate until they finally
withdrew with two aircraft remaining in
April. 815, now operating from Cyprus,
struck Vichy shipping and shore targets in
1g May that 814 Squadron
were in action helping the RAF put down the
Iraqi rebellion. From 4 to 16 May their
Swordfish made 10 dive bombing attacks on
barracks, troop concentrations, bridges,
petrol and oil installations.

AFRICA AND THE INDIAN OCEAN

A year luter HMS Hinstrious was operating
off the east coast of Africa. In May
Swordfish from 829 Squadron sank the sub-
marine Bevezieres with depth charges and
another submarine Le Heros was sunk on §
May. This was part of Operation Ironclad,
the plan to occupy Dicgo Suarez on the

Bolow: Thres Swordfish of 816 Squadron
in July 1944, The squadran was an loan to
RAF Coastal Command to carry out oper:
tians over the Channel before and during
the Normandy landings, hence the invasion
stripes. (IWM)
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No.

"

v om ow o owm

n
12
12
LT
5

21

SWORDFISH versus U-BOATS

Name or number

u-64
u4s1
Beveziers

Lo Heros

U-752
U665
U-3686
u-s73
U-288

U674
u-358
U-354
u-821
U-385
U-588

U34a

Date
13 Agril 1940

21 December 1941
5 May 1942

6 May 1942

21 November 1942
10 February 1944
5 March 1944

& March 1944

3 April TB42

2 May 1944
2 May 1944

25 August 1944

30 September 1944
13 December 1944
14 September 1944

25 April 1944
12 May 1944

4 March 1944
15 March 1344

6 Mey 1944
24 August 1944

2 September 1944

U-boats sunk by Swordfish or shared with other surface vessels

Ramarks

Swordfish  floatplane  from  HMS
rspite

Swurﬁﬁshﬁuma

ge

o based ashora
brltar - surk un gier
of 829 i

triaus

durm% Disgo Suaras oparations. viohy
French submarine.

Swordfish of 823 Sqdn from MMustrious

during Dlegu Suarer operations. Vichy

French subm:

Swordfsh from 819 Sqdn from Archer
during Atlantic convay duty.

Swordlish of 842 Sqdn from Fancer dur-

ing Atlantic convoy d\’ly

Swiordfish of £16 Sadn fram Chaser dur

ing Arctic convoy.

Swordfish of 16 Sqdn from Chaser dur-

ing Arctic convoy.

Swordfish of 819 Sqdn from Activity

during Arclic convoy. Shared with

Avengers fram 846 Sqan from Tracker.

Swardfish of 842 Sqdn from Fencer du

ing Arctic convoy.

Swordfish uﬁslz Suan from Fencer dur-

ing Arctic convoy.

Swardfish ofszs Sadn from Vindex dur-

ing Arctic con

Ewordfish of 813 Sqdn from Campania

during Arctic convo

Summm- of 813 Sqdn from Campania

during Arctic cor

Swordfish of 625 Sadn from Avengar

during Arciic ‘convy. Shared with

Swrordfsh of 811 Sqdn from Biter during
Atantic convay. Shared with Pathfinder.
Swordfish of 811 Squh fram Bferduring
Atlantic convoy. Shared with Broadway

Swortiish of 816 Sqdn from Chassr dur-
In Arctic convoy. Shared with

Swon;‘?sh of 825 Sudn from Vindex dur-

ing Atlantic anti-submarine sweep.
Shared with Ayimar. Bickerton and

Swﬁlﬂﬁsh of 826 Sqdn from Vindex dur-
ing Arcic,

convay. Shared  with
‘eacock, Keppel and Lach

of 825 Sqdn from Vindex dur-
i convay. Shared  with
Warmals, Pescock. Kappol sad Loch
Bunvegan.

Credited to Swordfish - 12% outright U-boat kills. 8 shared U-boat kills.
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island of Madagascar (now the Malagasy
Republic). There had been concern by the
Allies that the Vichy French living there
might allow Japanese use of their bases to
cut off the snpply route round the Cape.

npl ult was supported by
Hinstrious with 810 and 829 Suu.mmm
embarked. Three strike forces of
Swordfish were flown off, the
armed with torpedoes attacked a French
sloop, the D'Entrecasteanx, but without
noticeable results. They then torpedoed the
armed merchant cruiser Bougainville which
blew up.

It was the second force armed with depth
charges that sunk the submarine Bevezieres
and the third force bombed a gun battery and
the sloop D'Entrecastean after the ine
clusive result earlier. Leading a charmed life
the sloop tricd o get under way later that

norning but Swordfish again bombed it, dri-
ving it aground. Just o make sure, the
Sweordfish bombed it again later. Three other
Swordfish. dropped dummy paratroops on
the south-west wlu of the island to draw off

ious a

replaced by Albacores,

and Avengers

When war was declared in September 1939
the only carrier east of Suez was HMS Eagle
aperating in the China Station with 813 and
824 Squadrons. cach with nine Swordfish,
embarked. In October HMS Glorious was
detached from the Mediterranean Fleet 1o
proteet the approaches to the Red Sea and
Suez Canal from Aden. On board Glorions
were 802 (six Sea Gladiators, 812 (12

A plan to provide floating airst
the war to Japan was tested under code
LY’ at Lamash. The strip was 526
foet lang by 60 foet wide and was made up
of hundreds of hexagonal buoyancy cans
with a flat surface placed on top. This pic-
ture shows Lt R. Jeffs just after the hook
The war ended




Swordfish), 823 (12 Swordfish) and 825
Squadron also with 12 Swordfish. These
craft covered thousands of square miles in
anti-submarine patrols but saw no action.
The demand for carriers elsewhere result-
ed in Glorions being returned to the
Mediterrancan Fleet, joined not long after by
Eagle - leaving the Inc Ocean without a
Fleet Air Arm presence
Flight .\hu‘mi llu’. h!.d\‘\' crui

be spared ence more lo protect trade routes
off the east coast of Africa and the approach-
es to the Red Sea. Her Swordfish were in
action when 16 Axis merchant ships
attempted to  break out of Mogadishu in
order to break the blockade. Most of these
were found and stopped but some were sunk
and one bombed to force it aground.

In April 1941 Hermes was despatched to
help put down the rebellion in Irag. Her
Swordfish dive bombed Iragi barracks and

A useful underside picture of Swordfish Il
HS158 on an acceptance test flight from
the Blackburn factory at Sherburn-in-
Elmet, Yorkshire. Delivered in 1942 this
aircraft was lost on 30 August 1945.
forts and continued 10 aid the ground forces
until the Iraqis gave up in late May.
Hermes carried out patrols in the Persian
Gulf before moving into the Indian Ocean
and then disembarked her Swordfish ashore

Continued on page 30

Fairey Swordfish Nl NF374:NH-M, No.
Squadron,

Faire,
1845,

119
RAF, based at Bircham Newton, 1845.

ol
Black averall with red codes and serial.

Swordfish Il L52741F of 818 Squadron,
lodified Type "C1’° roundel and fin flash for
oparations in Far Eastern waters. Scheme 4.
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Lonon Solont
Barmuda
Worl

a, Egypt
Speke

Hastings, Sierra Leone
Leion-Salent

Nort Front, Gitaltar

h
Lee-on-Salent
Donibristle

BESRB8EEIRIFAES22889882

Crail

Cra
AVthUlh
China B:
x\hngfg\d South Africa
Yeovilton

rt Reitz, East Africa
Colamba, Céylan
Sembawang

o s S

EEEFE3

g

Apri ovi
May 1333-May 1944
January 1941-Octaber 1345
Navember 1841-February 1944
Dscember 1933-Aprl 1940

lay 1939-April 1
Septamber 1939- Augu:ﬂ 1945
June 1840-Si
November 195-Aurgiet 1944

June 1842-December 1944

3
September 1940 Feblunrg 1943

Abgusi 1340-June 1945

July 1842-March 1944
November Isllﬁugum 1945
January 1946-February 126

SWORDFISH FRONT LINE SQUADRONS

Squadron Base Datos Examples
10 Evanton September 1837-March 1943 P4271:AZM
811 Donibristie October 1936-Decembeor 1944 KB372:612
812 Hal Far, Malta Decambar 1936-Decsmbor 1942 2151
813 5 January 1937.May NRSIZ:GP
BlL Eastleigh Dc:cmbcr 1942 Le175:708
B15 Worthy Down 1943 P40
816 Furious Pua?;uua
818 Evanton ave 1 H:
818 For January 1940-March 1945 NFm;z
£20 Evanton September 1937-Junc 1341
821 Eastloigh ptember IBS’ermh 1842
822 Gospa Augus 1937-March 1842 Knoaors
823 Hal Far, Mat Novembar 1936-April 1942 K8378:807
821 Seletar. Singapore 937-October 1944 HS2224:2A
25 Hal Far, o 1555 A P39§2:G5K
826 Bircham Newlnn uly 1940-September 1 12739
828 Hal Far, Malts ber 1941-Novembar 1941 .
829 Ford July 1940-October 1942 DK785
&30 ol Far, Malta July 1940-March 1 Ke8oe:S
833 nt December 1941-January 1944 VA455C
834 ?a loes, Jamaica ecember 19411 NDHB"\'JEF 1944 4}
38 Paligadoos, Jamaica February 1942-March 39:Y/
836 AC-Ships ch 1942- NS151:M3V
837 Fobsadors Jomeica May 1942-June 1943 58
838 Darimouth, Nova Scatia  May 1942-February 1945 V43B7:2C
810 Palisadaes, Jamaica June 1942-August 1043 5609
841 ishall January 1943 545
842 Lee-on-Solant Femuary 18 anuary 1945 HSE25:G
860 Bonibriatle une 1943-June 1945 L5437:52
36 Attacker Jone 1ad3 Oetobor 1043 HSE4T:L
Squadron Base D: tos Marks Examples
Hatstan January 1940-January 1 La767
701 Ship's Flights Soptarsor 1835 Jancary 1940 K8446:075
702 Catapult Flights Js3g-January P4195:EBF
703 Catopult Flights 943-November 1942
708 Kalarana, Malo Tt 1958 Jemoory 1868 K5852:083
707 ugh February 1945 Somombur 1945 NF313B
710 Ronaidsway, lslo of Man Gerober 1944-Juns 194 LS456
722 Tambaram, india vy 1945-Octobor -
728 Durban, South Africa August o Novermber 1045 Vazos
737 MNorth Front, Gibraltar May 1943-Sepiember 1344 N -
128 North Frent, Gibraltar May 1843-February 1948 [} L2831
730 T .Ianuané 1945-August 1945 u NE3SE
3] Easthaven Decomber 1943-November 1945 il NF247
733 Trincomales, Cevlon - .
738 ip August 1943-June 1844 11t HS333
737 Inskip March 1944-July 1945 n LS446:A2C
739 Lee-on-Salent Deconiber 1842-Novembor 1913 | V2
740 Arbroat May 1943-August 1345 I, 1, 1t
741 Arbroat March 1943-March 1945 I; Il
742 Colomba, Ceylon December 1943-October 1945 n
743 Lee-on-Solent March 1943-March 1945 n
744 aydown Morch 1944 I 1,
748 Lew-on-Solent March 1943-Fabruary 1944 ii
747 Fea March 1943-Fabruary 194 11
753 Loe- nn -Solent 39-June 1845 1 VAGATWAR
784 Yarmouth, Nova Scols  June 1944-March 1945 =
756 Katukurunda, Ceylon 4aFsbruary 1945 LS34BKL
759 -May 1 L97;
763 Decerbar 1939~July ey NFi51
-September 1941 -

Continued on next page
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STATION FLIGHTS

Base. Datos Marks Exemples
Anthorn November 1944-February 1948 1| NF389:912/A0
Belfast May 1945-August 1945 I NF115
Burssough. June 1945 Septamber 1945 I L5158
Colombo, Ceylon November 1844 1 V4651
Donibristie v 1943- 7 1 K8876

earn Ma-ch 1944-, June 195‘ [l HS214
Machrinanish November 1943 1 VaG34
Tambararn, Ceylon February 1945- 7 1 L2745

nga March 1945- 7 I =

SHIP’S FLIGHTS

um July 1945-October 1945 [ L8383

Emperor September 1844-Navember 1944 I HS170

indomitable November 1941-August 1942 mr Rz
FERRY POOLS

Donibristle July 1943-May 1942 L KB876

Warthy Dawn June 1945-August 1845 1t NAD13

FLEET REQUIREMENT UNIT (FRU)

Lea-on-Salant August 1938-May 1939 L7677
Storage and Meintenance Units that accepted, modified and mparre(\ Swordfish

CANADA

No. B Bombing & Gunnery Schaol, Saskatoon

Mo. 1 Wireless Schoal, Ontario
RAF UNITS

Mo, & Squadron, Adan 1940-194 No.4 AACU, Seletar, Malaya, 1941

No. 119 Squ!dron Janunrwsls May 1385 No.9 (PIAFL, September 1942-1345

No. 202 Sauadron, Otioher 1940-Juno 1841 Torpeda Training Unit, Gosport, 1936-1842.

Mo.3 AACU, Kalafrana, Malta, Mer:h 1937- The view front the front seat of an uza
Iy 1941 Squadran Swordfish of ‘E’ Flight

approaches MAC-Ship Amastra to land on.

An experimental fitting of a Leigh-Light under tha port
Swordfish. The powar pack required to light it wa:
between the undercarriage logs.

g of this
mounted

Above: The three-man craw of a Swordfish preparing for an anti-

submarine patrol. This was taken in East Africa but it could have
been at any Fleet Ai 51 n. (IWM) Below: The last
Swordfish to be built - Mk. Il NS204 - although orders had been
recsived for another 600, they were subsequently cancellod.
NS204 served 836 Squadran until placed in store in March
1945. (Hawker Siddeley phota}
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Alse ashore were a few Swordfish from
788 Squadron. On 5 April the Japanese
launchest an attack on Columbo and during

Squadron, en route to another airfield, were
all shot down. Fortunately the anese.
after sinking any ships that they felt posed a
threat 1o their plans, considered the central
area of the Indian Ocean only a minor thom
in their side and concentraicd on trying to
invade India via Burma.

Due to cireumstances that required airera
carriers elsewhere at this time in the w
there was no naval air cover for the Indi

Ocean until October 1943 when HAMS
sent (o provide anti-submarine
cover. She embarked 12 Swordfish of 834
Squadron plus six Seafires, and stayed on
station until late 1944, Most of the work

f and homing

surface ships o other targets.
Post-war Swordfish. Delivered on 20 April
1944 this picture of Swordfish NF388:912-
AOuas takaniat Arbroeth InH{SAE bt wan
used by of after this until written
offon 2 July 1951, (Hughes)

Compilad by David Hannant Corract to November 1397
Scal Manufacturer  Reference Remarks.
1:48 rdfish Aerociub Engine accassories, p
172 Fairey Swordfish Airwaves AEC72178  Brass etched accessories
172 Falrey Swordfish Alrkit ATCES Phota neg Instruments
172 Fairey Swordfish Arfix AX02011  Injection muumau kit
172 Fairey Swordfish Chematic CH72258  Kit lex-Fr
w2 h Ml Cooperativa CI7204 Kit [ex- qul
132 1D Models 103232 Vacuform kit
148 M MDCKND el whita matal e
172 Fairay Swordfish Novo NOV258  Kit lex-Frog
172 Fairey Swordfish Mk Il Matchbox PK112 Inj Jzolmn moulded kit
172 Fairey Swordfish Mk | Plastyk BYS116  Kit [Ex-Frog)
150 Fairey Swordfi: mer SR113 Imzmwcr\ mnu\dad kit
172 Fairey Swordfish Travers V23 Decal
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SWORDFISH
AGGIDENTS




‘the mark to !lkn phnmgraphs of their air-
o ccured. At sea a
har was almost always present dur-
ult many
pictures have beon available of this typs of
mishap. Some of the wartime anes both at
sea and in shore bases are shown here.

1. Wri
Lawrencetown,
1944, HS487:F3 was
Squadron. 2. Storm domage that caused
havoc to twe Swordfish on Empire
Magckay. The nearast aircraft is LS277:D2.
Both are from 836 Squadron ‘D’ Flight. 3.
Missed wire, hit barriers, engine fell out.
LS231:D on HMS Striker, 1 September
1844. 4. The upper wing camouflage pat-
tern is of interest on this pranged
Swordfish on HMS Argus. Also noticeable
is a white line down the side of the fuse-
lage. 5. A Swaordfish crash and firc on HMS.
August 1941. A 40 Ib
ing the crew and three

on off in an accident at
n 17 October

during 3 night take off from Arbroath an
September 1943. From 767 and 769

Sumdmn: which provided dack landing

training, L2862 crashed into V4290
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1. Loading a torpedo onto a Swordfish.
Note the two cradles to which it will be
attached. 2. The enclosed cockpit on
Swordfish IV Hsssa 3. The Observer's
cockpit withou instrumentation.
Swordfish Il rear Eul:kp[t with Inslrnments,
radio and Vickers gun in place.
Swordfish Il V4689, pilot's cockpit.
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6. Bristol Pegasus Ill M3 engine which pow-
erod most Swordfish. 7. The front cockpit

.303 machine gun. 8. Pilot's cockpit from

area showing the mounting of the Vickers
the starboard side of a Swordfish Mk. L. 9.
The rear fuselage, port side of Swordfish I

ter h

Pictures from W. A. Harrison, Bri
Aviation and

ol Aircraft, Fox Photos, Fairey.
an Huntley picture. The internal structure is a floata-
tion bag.

he complete tail w
serial number is

original rudder and short tailwheol
have still ta be altered.
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Longest serving Swordfish

Swordfish LS326 of the Royal Navy's Histaric
Fight s worihy of a page all of s own duo to the
continuous service it has given since it was first

perational use was with 836 Squadron,
‘L’ Flight , on board the MV Rapan.
from September 1843, coded 'L2". After suffe: ng
enido lentally broken wing when the axle forl
securing ol Gasmu, during a deck \andmg
and then want to 836
F gghlﬂn the MV Empira MacCailum In Fnhmw
1
After the war it was declared surplus and
bought back by Fairey Aviati May 1350
be painted blus and siver snd givon tha civil r
istration G-AJVH. Subssquontly it was given 10
the Roval Navv and repainted in camouflage
colours,
Aitheeldu;l craftin the Royal Navy Historic
Flight it has been displayed at countless air
A later colour scheme was applied e
Tric- 1660 ail codad ‘SA' but its current scheme
was applied in 1980 when it was_decided to
return it to inal configuration. It now
bears the code ‘L2, as near as possible to ils
1943 appearance.

'y gave LS326 the civil registration G-AJVH. It is seen here
with a Fulmar and Gannet. 2 and 3. The original RNHF colour
scheme was Extra Dark Sea Grey, Dark Slate Grey and Sky with
the code ‘5A". 4 and 5. Mid-term colours - two pictures taken in
the early 1970s. 6. The present day scheme replicates that which

the aircraft originally wore when first operational.
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Sauadron, HMS
arious, Malta,
August 1938, Yellow
band. Squadron
badge on fin.
Scheme 1.

825 Squadron badga

Swordfish | K8418:58,
824 Squadron, 1941. Flown h’\z
ilot Juhn Welham, the aircral

Fairgy Swordfish ILHS315:G of
842 Squadron, HMS Fencer, mid-
1843. Red codes. Sky spinner.

Fairey Swordfish floatplane K5930:584
813 Squadron, HMS Eagle China Slauun.
Summer 1938. Black hsnﬂ Schame 1.

Fairey Swordfish IV HS492:N3
Maval Air Gunnery School,
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia 1944,
Black codg on yellow panel. 'N3°
repeated inboard of roundel on
upper starboard wing.Scheme 3.

Fairey Swordfish LS276:E2,
836 Squadron, E Flight, MAC-
Ship Amastro 1943-4. Black
codes, Sky spinner. ‘Merchant

vy’ replaces ‘Rayal Navy' on
rear fuselage. Schame 4.

Swordfish Ill NF399:912-A0 Station F\Igm
FiNﬁ Arbroath, 1948. Colour scheme: Extra Dark
Sea Grey and Sky. Black codes.




Not a pre-war Swordfish but one of the two still flying in the UK. Mk. | WS856 was rebuilt
by British Aerospace at Brough and Rolls Royca at Filton to flying condition in order to
make its second “first’ flight from Brough airfield on 22 May 1993 when it was formally
handed over the the Royal Navy Historic Flight. it has been repainted in pre-war colours
reprasenting a Swordfish from 810 Squadron. The aircraft was originally built at
Sherburn-in-Elmet in 1941 and saw both Mediterranean and English Channel service. It
then went to Canada in 1944 and was brought back to the UK in a very dilapidated con-
dition. The rebuild took three years to complete. (BAa pictures)

SWORDFISH
SPECIFICATION

Dimensions:Span, upper malnplane 4t gin
Towor mainplane 43ft 3in
Width, folded 171t 31n
e 36 1t 1in

Helgh( tail uewn 12ft 10in
onfloats 14t 7in
Wing area 607 sq ft

‘Weights: Em, 4,700 Ib
O th Hoats 5,300 Ib

oades 8,700
Max overload 9,250 Ib

Engins tol Pegasus 7-cylinder air-cooled
adial - MK.IIIM3 rated at 690 bhp at

Reed fixed pitch, three-bladed metal
propeller.

Armament: One fixed Vickers .303 machine
gun (600 rounds) mounted on
starboard front fuselage and
operated by pilot. One Le:

.303 machine o gun (13 maga nas)
ched m oy Speed
ount rear cnchp 3

Could :auy Dne 1 810 Ib

torpedo or 1,500 Ib sea m[n[t or

1,500 Ib bombs or deptl

charges. Mk. Il and Mk II\ could

carry eight 80 Ib ro:

projectilas under |ha wings.

Performance: (based on loadad k. I
i spaed 132 mah at e lavel

39 mph at 4,760 ft
Esormionl ot 104 mph

Range with 1,500 1b 548 mics
Range empty - 770 m
Rate of climb: 1,200 fimin
Time to 5,000 ft: 10 minutes
Sorvie, (124000

2

Do aka i rune 180 yds

with 20kt wind
115 yds

with 30kt wind
62 yds

AN 40k Vel

Landlng run:

Fool Canetry: Wial sl
tank had 155 gan prry g:l\
ta

gravity ta ong range
hn\dmg 60 gall could be fitted in
rear cockpit. Possible to carry a
60 gall tank slung below fusel-
sge on torpedo crutches.

ks L, Chursh End Faem, Echool Lane: Hushome Ceawley, Bedfordshiro MK« QLY. Primad by Rogal Litha L, 352 Satkouma Rosd Luton, Badfordshire

Published by Hall Park Bool
N i T 56 i mpter gomatatad artwank o Bovid Howies. Sanvs sprasd msruluy lan Huntley.

. etai nd acee
Wieh 3 acknowledge the fielp feciuwnd froen Fahard L Ware! Rey Stunteons, BAe, Rue o F. Harrisen, e Imperiol sar Musoum and Fiest Alr Arm Muse

vid Hariaan. The publihors




Above: The Fleet Air Arm's static display
Swardfish Il HS618. Balow: Swordfish of 821
Squadron taxi forward for take off from HMS
Courageous in 1938.
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Lower surface of bottom
mainplane showing metal
skinning portion on Mk. Il

Metal skinning

Centre section

Fairey Swordfish Mk. IV
Detail of cockpit canopy

Clear view
b panel in cockpit
o™ floor under ;
- torpedo housing Undersurface of centre section

—
L [

Fairey Swordfish AS. Mik.Ill
ASV Mk. X installation

e, .
Fairey Swordfish Mk. Ili e
Cockpit detail

]

[T}

e TR AT

| L

Limit of

Wing
stowage

undercarriage
leg extension

i emamggran TrpC = ?m“d -
f its under -
Al / tailplane when aircraft
|| @ is airborno
T /

18 in. \

This step on
rear strut >

Qutline shows
undercarraige
leg extended

FAIREY SWORDFISH Mk. I {floatplan
Starboard side view

Feet i
Metres

1:72nd SCALE
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D FAIREY SWORDFISH Mk. 1

-| c 7 T Port side view

Prs =

7 7
/) 7 — 7
g = = A A ey i e - —
o e == =
[ PR AT 4
R N =
z i W/T aaerial .|
. o housing D

Note fin and
rudder offset
to starboard

surface of
lower
mainplane

_ Rocket projectile
rails

r Bomb/mine  Light bomb Late type of
fal) carriers carrier long exhaust pipe

FAIREY SWORDFISH Mk. I = Qil cooler fitted

Front view e __= When Pegasus
Mk. XXX installed

D-D
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with e L Thompl
McRandles as crew. (via J.

An_ sltbisch, redarsquipped Swordfish

atiacis a th clore ot mo war. Fh 9 m inly from Bircham
Newton these ai only operational RAF
SRRl e L D O S e
for these operations. (MAP)
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