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Vying with the Heinkel He for the doubtiul
distinction of being the Lufiwaffe’s least successiul
combat arcraft, the Messerschmitt Me 210 was
conceived in 1937 as a replacement for the Bf 110
Zerstorer or strategic fighter. Even at this stage the
Bf 110 was evincing some shortcomings, particularls
as regards manocuvrabihity, Even so, the Bf 110
was publicised as Gormng's “Wonder Weapon™,
much of the cream of the fighter units being drawn
into the newly formed Zersidrereeschwader

It was not until the Battle of Britain that Goring’s
dream was at last shattered and the many short
comings of the aircraft revealed. The Bl 110, although
quite fast, was no match for the highly manocuvr-
able Hurricanes and Spitfires of R.AF. Fighter
Command. In fact the ludicrous situation developed
whereby the single-seat Bf 109 had to protect the
Bl 110 escort fighrers from attack!

The Me 210 was projected as a more powerful
replacement for the Bl 110, able to undertake a
wider variety of combat duties. The specification also
brought forth two other designs: the Arado 240,
which was a more ambitious design, and was virtually
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ignored by the R.L.M.; and the hittle known Ago
A0 225, The Ao 225 was the last, and most ambitious
L!l..'ﬂ!.an of the Ago Flugzewgwerke G.m.b.H. belore 1t
wis laken over by the Junkers company towards the
end of 1938, The most radical feature of the pro-
jected design was the employment of a single engine
(probably of the 2,500 h.p. Dammler Benz DB 606
type) bunied in the fuselage driving two conventionally
positioned airscrews via a flexible drive. The radical
nature of the project, plus the losses being experienced
with the company’'s Ao 192 airliner, led 1o its aban-
donment

The Ar 240 was allocaied a low development
priority whilst the Me 210 was given the full backing
ol the German Alr Mimistry even to the radical step
of ordering one thousand machines off the drawing
board, before the hrst prototype had flown, One ol
the most advanced leatures called for by the spec-
fication was the installaton of remotely controlled
armament for rearward defence. This installauon was
not, however, htted to the first prototype aircraft,
the Me 210 VI D-AABF (Werke Nr. 2345) which
made its mitial flight on 2nd September 1939
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Ihe Me 210 V1 was a ow
wing cantilever monoplane with
twin 1,000 h.p. Daimler Benz DB
GO A hgud cooled in=line engines
he murcralt was htted with a twin
endplate iin and rudder assembly
similar o that employed by the
Bl 110, but it was found that thas
0 mmterfered with longtudinal
stabihity that the Me 210 V. was
fitted with a single fin and rudder
The second prototype also differed in having
a cockpit canopy with bulged sides (a feature that was
1o distinguish all Tuture Me 210410 series arrcralt)
and mock-ups of the remotely controlled armament
This was to comprise a 13 mm. MG 131 machine gun
in a remotely controlled FDL 131 barbette, one ol
which was mounted on each side of the lTusclage
Despite the improvements introduced by the Me 210
V2, the murcralt was stull extremely unstable, and, as
i esuit crashedd on Sth "".'['11'1"-l"l.‘f 194 dunng
flutter tests

The pre-production
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vanant Me 210A-0 left the
lines carly in 1940 and some were delivered
to the special test unit, Erprobungsgruppe 210, This
unit had been formed during the spring of 1940 with
the dual purpose of mmtroducing the Me 210 10
operational service and of developing fighter-bomber
LaCTICS It was equipped mtially with Bl 110's
(1 and 2./ Erpr.Gr. 210) and Bf 109s (3. /Erpr.Gr. 210)
and made operational under Luftflonte 2 1in July 1940
Erprobungspruppe 210 did not fare particularly well
durning the Battle of Britain
unit occurming on 1 5th
aircrait
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were lost,

hommandewr, Hptm. Walter Rubensdorfler Hs
Bf 110, coded S9+AB, crashed at Rotherheld,

Sussex at 18,53 hours, both he and his racho operator,
Fw. Richard Ehekercher, being Killed

The Me 210 was delivered to Erpr.Gr. 210 in 1940,
although 1t remains extremely doubtful that the
machine was used operationally by the unil fwo
magor production vanants were developed:. the
Me 210A-]1 which carnied a forward-hrnng armament

| Phaod H. 1L S
of two X mm. MG 15 cannon and two 79 mm
MG 17 machine guns, and the A-2 which was similar
but could carry two | (KX Ibs. S SN or S SN
bombs in an internal bomb bay plus two 1,100 Ib. o

two SSO |bh., bombs on underwing racks I hese
could be replaced by two 2. 200 Ib. SC 1000 or S 100
bombs mounted bencath the wing racks. The Me 210

B-1. of which Tour were bunll, was a photograpne
reconnanssance aircralt with the two 7Y mm. machine
guns removed and provision [or two Camcras

Three further production vanants werg
but only prototypes were completed. The Me 210C-|
and (-2 were sttmlar to the A-1 and A 2 but were 10 be
powered by the 1,475 hop. Daimler Benz DB 6058
CNEgInge The C-2 was 10 have provision 10r carrving
a single 1970 Ib, SC 180D bomb The Me 2101)-
Wils :I projected versston ol the Me 210B-1
1B &S engines

5 |
Lne O IDEe marr faulls wiln Ut Me O was 11

DO oo

TR







THE ME 410 SERIES
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Soesterberg, Holland, BRugunt 1947

He 410 B-1 af Stakb,
1 Jagd Dhivksion; Le Mans,
Framnoe  Thdd

Me 418 B3 LN
of 9 Staffel,
- " Leritarergeschw ader
# 1 "Waapen""
defence n-r

Germany, 1944

Me 410 A-1 of | Seaffel, Kamplipeschwadar 51
“Edelwein"" ; Berauvain, Francs,
February 1544
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