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SEA FURY F.B. 11 of No. 802
by Lt. Peter Carmichael, R

’uwmn FAA.,

.
Korean waters on9th Au,m 1952. Lt Carmichael

1 i 1 e htes Bricish savel Pt
JL e Credited with the destruction
{on that date) of a Communist
MiG-15 jet fighter.
—_—= o, —
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earlier biplane namesake, the Hawker Fury
monuphnc represented the culmlnalmn and per-
fection of a fighti generation, for as the Fur
biplane epitomised the ultimate grace and beauty of
its day, so the e 10 be regarded as the
unsophisticated, but fastest _propeller-driven
fighter to serve with Britain’s armed services. The
fact that it continued in front service so long after
olhcr Services had adopted jet fighters is perhaps
rely a praiseworthy reflection upon the supply
overnment of the late
nineteen-forties, yet it ver the means by
manufzclultrs \Aon Survlval in the years of
post-War military a
For the Fury was mmnrkable in many ways. It was
born in 1942 in the d:plhs of one war, yet was being
sold long after the never fought in the war
for which it was dnlgncd, but did so in the theatre

forces of
Holland,

the
‘anada, Australia,
Burma and Egypt, and in Germany and Morocco -
but never with the air force for which it was originally
coneeived: the

Pakistan, Irag, Cuba,

War is the cruellest destroyer of reputations. Its
disastrous ability 1o aggravate weakness in strategic
plnning is sldom recognised untl (oo late, For

“ears Britain paid. lip service 10, the vulnera-
ity of her Empire felnes, yet paid scant ese for its
defence against the only likely aggressor in the Far
East. Only when Englishmen suffered at the hands of
that  aggressor was the remedy sought at home.
Realising that if hurriedly planned resistance was to
stem the Japanese advances throughout the Far East,
the War might be prolonged 50 as to bring new,
o e e e At

recognised that the final phase of any Allied victory

in the Pacific would be an island-hopping ca

involving huge disances

upon by pre:
What them, . 1945, had. Ahc RAF.

available with

o Sea Fuy Xsard o Ml 11
T 952 ‘and VR9SO
) of No. 805 Squad.

v a photo

ket Hawker Siddeey
lation)

The
. Hawker
Sea Fury

by Francis K. Mason

Spitfire were no more than adequate as short-range

interceptors; aufighter came to

great effect in the ground attack role, but in long-
seemed likely to remain

At home, the Typhoon was barely surviving numer-
ous technical problems, and troubles with the Sabre
out its use in hot climates.
Certainly the current Whitehall storms that raged
over that aircraft appeared more vlolcn( han any
likely untered in the med
however.that i the poweeful nos ILcnuur\l\
T8ladac icooken radial engine Sould;
being propos aoplid to a Typhoon derivative
a suitable “Pacific” fighter might be introduced in
time to meet
As events transpired, the Centaurus displayed a
lengthy development timescale. applied to
the Sabre-powered Tempest V delayed the Centaurus.
owered Tempest 11, while early lubrication troubles
aused the Centaurus itself (o drop from favour—at
least temporarily. It was only when the atomic bombs
were falling upon Japan that any moves were afoot
10 send a Temy

Japanese i r characteristic low wing

i e elathily o ress/chord
o i eights, Their high degree of
manoeuvrability was only matched by Allied aircraft
of poorer performance, so that the answer in Britain
was thought 1o lie in a lightened version of the
emy

s coumidieationd. ‘et | discaseet Goti
Hawker Alreraft Ltd, and the Air Ministry Jate in
he original F.2/43 prototype, NX198, at Langley in 194

Photo Haeter et Lig)

which to meet the Japanese ? The Hurricane and
Lef; The Pubisers wish 1o acknowledet her srartude tg Cur. Peer Carmichacl D-S.C. RN, Lt. D 8. Green, R, (Retd) and
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Air view of the second F.2/43,

(Fhors: Haker ARG Lid. Neg. No. SFFS)
1942, and came 1o be written down in one of the
relatively few_Specifications of that year, F.6/d2.

a ik d the obvious advantages of a “com-
on R naval Sghler o she anicioaiod Pacihe
island campaign. In suggesting the use of an up-rated
Gentaurus XIT engine, Sydney Camm proposed

e one aircraft woul

privations led to the adoption of a fu

reby a single_desi d be put into heavy
produciion by Hawker . Aircraft Lid, and naval
nversion of many of these aircraft would

undertaken by Boulton-Paul Aircrait Lid, Wolver:
hampton.

T mid-1943 Contract No. 26430/43 was issued for
six prototypes: two with Centaurus XXIls, two with
Rolis-Royee Griffons, one with s Centaurus X11, and

test specimen for structural analysis; Early in 1944,

00 naval aircraft to N.22/43
o ik 100 ware 1o, bo bl et rely by Boulton-
Paul) were ordered.

new fighter differed from the Tempest prin-
cipally in the rcmoval of the wing centrescetion.ba;
50 that the wing span was shortered from 41 ft. 0 i

10 38 11 41 in, and that the undercarriage retracted
almost up to the fuselage centreline. The shortening
of the wing resulted in an effective reduction in the
root. thickness/chord ratio, and in turn allowed a
rcducuon in wing spar gauge and wing structure

jespite reduced wing area, the wing
um...g was not materially chang

THE END OF AN ERA

Most of the prototypes flew before the end of the War,
but it was soon clear that much remained to be doné
before the Centaurus adequately
reliable for a single-engine fighter operating. over

Racing colours worn by NX802 in
et Hawker Aeru Lid, Neg. No. SFG3)

eoed cxpanass of comn.
First 1o fly was the F.2/43, NX798, flown by
Philip Lur:ax on 1s Seplomicn, 1344 Sk con-
ventional, was powered by a ns
Tounied Centaarus XIT imparing 2:300 h.

groduction gt vms ope il S s ot
ta p
The next prﬂlolypc. LAG10, flown on 27th Novem-
ber, 1944, was powered by a Rolls-Royce Griffon 85
driving six-blade Rotol contraprops. Although an
Intereting exercie, this combination eared crficam
int of its implied servicing complications.
Tt aiso rcprcscmed e utimate development Of the
power unit ac-

te new. projec in_1946,
Griffon was replaced by a Napwr Sabre VII dnvmg
a four-blade propelir; with a top  spesd of 455

in level flight, this was the
Tawker fghter, and amaons Brich sircalt probably

X798 carried the vl marke G-AKRY during deiery 10
(Photo: F. K. Mason collection)

Third F.2143, LAGIO, was iitally powered by a Rolls-Ropee
Griffon &5 driving Rorol contraprops. This was something of an
insurance against further shoricomings of the Centaurus and
Sabre engines. (Photo: Hawker Aircraft Lid)

LAGIO fally acquireda Sabre V1] engine and.with o

ot e st ol e ongint reeh
mm/ il s Ameican racine Sea Fury conversions
of 1966, (Photo: Hawker Aircraft Lid., Neg. No. IFG3)




only bettered by the Martin-Baker M.B.S.
reliability development had however been
falling Rirther. and further behind throughout the
War and by 1946 was regarded as of little future
potential in the comin
ith Allied_armies moving inexorably through
Europe in 1945, and with the massive b
American air power in the Pacific, Britain started
upon a calculated run-down of aicraft orders, even
pror to ner had the names Fury
en sanctioned for the F.3/43 and
NSl ﬁghlnrs respectively, than the R.A.F. can-
ceiled all its Furies and the Admiralty canceiled half
ts Sea Furies. Boulton-Paul lost its entire production
contract and Hawker retained orders for only 100

Sabre

first Sea Fury prototype, SR66/, was flown by
Lucas from Langley on 21st’ February, 1945, also

powered by a rigid Centaurus XI1 and 4-blade Rotol,
Only “semi-navalised”, SR66/ had fixed wings and
deck hook, and, like' NX798, made a number of
unscheduled landings with stationary propeller. In
foct - ihat foeoceigitis Heykook o plotsiFrank
Murphy, acquired a lasting reput
to walk back to the e at Langley—leaving
in some nearby field on more than one
Already Langley was recognised as un-

a
oceasion.

Deck il fatured SRG6\ wih lenthened rutder. and -lads
propel K. Mason colicction)

SR661 with full-size fin and rudder.
(Photo: Hawker Aifcraft Ltd., Neg. No. SFGS)

Second Sea Fury SR666 had foldn
roto Sl Db e, Nes. No. 14529E)

(thn. Ministry of Defence, Neg. No. 13595C)
but the

suitable for the testing of modern fighte
d G {Cdl

ch for Hawker's
insurance underwriters. Luhnmuon 'of the Centaurus
stll remained o
with Centaurus xv and s blade Rotol
followed-on 13th Ociobers ith full
naval gear, folding wings, At ok s Hooks
this_prototype em! ice trials from
Boscombe Down in 1946, performing deck flying
M.S. Victorious in preparation for the forth-
coming production series. It was during th
of these that SR666 narrowl
when the arrester hook snapped during landing and
only by instant response from the recalcitrant
taurus was ilot able to pull u

flown on 31st January, 1946, has

“ratling and banging” during
ntaurus also_ incorporat
Fevised crankeasé lubrication, and ran for hours
without trouble, despite diffcultes in sealing the
engine_bull against carbon monoxide secpage
iAo the cockpit, The era of the Centaurus had at
last arrived, and for twenty years it was o power

nds and Beverleys with seldom a hint
of those early troubles.

Hiest Hewker peviotipe fo Iachude the prodicion
Centaurus 18 engine of the original
F.2/43 Furies to fly. C
at just abou the time that the Alr Mlmslry :anecllcd
its' Fury production contract, also can-
celled after its first flight on 25th July, 1945, but was
lawker Aircraft Ltd. for development
‘After a number of racing entries by Hawker
pilots, NX#02 was armed up and sl to Pakistan

1 Oal e s el Fury was completed.
VP207. Encouraged by the promise g shown by

ne of the many Jallures: SR6S1 i characteristi
il om gty ats, 8 i Tepird not once, bt i
23 (Photo: F. K. Mason collection)




the Sabre Vil-powered LA6/0, Hawker constructed
VP207 from spare components in 1946 and installed
a wide-tolerance Sabre VIT with a view to likely
overseas markets, in a belief that the new generation
Guld prove too expensive for many
as been_ demon-
strated so many times Since, this proved incorrect
and the lesign came to nought.

DOWN TO THE SEA IN FURIES
Remembering that the only Furies scheduled for
production in 1946 were to Admiralty order, it seems
that in view of this apparent anachronism a brief
look at the post-War equipment may provide some
explanation an
justification for the R.A.F.’s cancella
introduction of the Metcors and Vampi
naval air force in the world had yet “introduced jet

3 re certainly very much in
S e that it sccmcd ikely that several years
would elapse in which all the complications of jet
Tt S0 operalont outd, Tl mapnece s e
end of the 5. Navy and Royal Navy
therefore appeared adequately equipped with Corsairs,

s, Seafires, Firefly’s and the rest. A new class
of fghter—the torpedo-fghter—exemplifled by the
Blackburn_Firel had been delayed first by
trouble with the "Sabre and later, like the Fury, by
the Centau

e real imitations (hcrcfnre lay within the aircraft
finding a fighter whose
worthwhile improvement
Sver that of the Scafire 47, both in spced and range,

9

Latesandard pint schete on By
Frore: itminghim Sunday Mercury)

Spectacular deck-accidentsequence involving a No. 738 Squadron Sea Fury flown by L

and of finding a company wi

ocias of atipation
d Hawker Aircraft Ltd. provided not
50 much the best, but the only course for the Navy to

s state of affirs crystallised during me
Sea Fi

Vear that war broke out in okl
5 Sea Furies had been built or
goast i the Fieet Air Arm alone. To his shoutd
ed 109 aircraft for foreign or Commonwealth
L
‘The first production Sea Fury F. Mk. X (0 desig-
nated following the then current pattern of allocating
naval mark numbers well in mvanoc of RAF.
versions, and manuals had pared on the

naval version while RLAF. Furics were stll in the

ity prodsaon Sed ik 25 wery charceirioed by 48
o Bt ot ook (Fhic okt e L

Full standard Sea Fury F.B.11, VRIS2.
(Photo’

Hawker Baghdad Fury for Irag.

(Photo: via Hawker Aireraft Lid.)

Hawker Aircraft Lid)



was based at Culdrose, engaged in deck landing training aboard H M.S. Ilustrious.

melting pot) flew from Langley on 30th September,
most of the following twenty of so aircrafi
ed for trails. Several were flown to
Bristols for engine development; others were re
r handling trials With the newly-intro-
ducedspring —which incidentally bestowed a
very high rate of roll and later earned much praise
from naval pilots, The first few aircraft were fitt
with four-blade Rotol propellers but already a trial
installation on Y8857 had led to the clearance of the
i er, anc n Rotol were quick to
catch up the production line a a( Langley
‘Armament urials at Boscombe Bown during the
early part of accompanied by carrier com:
patibility trials in the Channel, resulted in the Service

ExAdmiraly Sea Fury FB11 TG12, destied for the Ropal
Canadian Navy (Photo: F. K. Mason coliection)

Abour ffty ex-Admiralty Sea Fury 115 were supplied 1o the
Royal dusralion Navy in 1951, " Shown lre s WZ652 i
i tandayd clour cheme, beleed 1 ave been fing Jrom

(Fhaia: Countesy of Chief of Naval Information, Australian
Admicalty)

dusralion Sea Firies latr acquird overall bl schenes with
ihe wallaty (signia and the word NAVY g isclage and under
Starboard wing o e e

(Photos: Lt. D. 5. Green, R.N. (Retd.)

Clearance being granted on 31st July that year so that

deliveries to the first squadron—No. 807—at Egling-

ton commenced the following month where the Sea

Fury replaced Seafires XVIIs

During the following eight months Sea Fury X’s

were issued to S, 802, 803 and 805 Squadrons.

er, in February 1948 Seaire 475 started to

h the Fleet

comprehensive trals had already “been condusted on

6 TF923, ‘with external stores
{Angiag Tun mcks Boss and rockets o 1

bombs), it had been deci hter
version and modify the second hﬂy “aicran of the
first production batch a5 fighter-bombers.  Thus
from TF9S5 the Sea Fury became e TE M

Sea Fury's

1 was re-purchased
manufacturers in January 1963, in full flying
condition, against the  likelihood of re-sale to a
foreign customer !)

The first F.A.A. squadron t a Fury
F.B.11s was No. 803 at Eglington in May I
and throughout the next three years deliveries con-
tinued to the Navy at the rate of about 10 per montt,
most _airraftbeing delver ly ore
cs!zbllshmcm at L, Gosport, Culharh, Culdrose,

nch, Donibriste, athom and Stretion
Thercafter ‘Nos. 801, 803, 804 805, 807 and 808
Squadrons e, serving abord AT Light
Fleet Carrcrs Ocean, Theseus and c.ln,, with the
Ist, 17th and 2Ist Carrier Air Gro

It was No. 807 Squadron’s Sea Furies with the 17h
CAG., embas H.M.S. Theseus, that were
first in East Korean waters, in October 1950. This

Hawker-built Sea Fury S0s were iniially mumbered 10-1 to

1038 Gt e ecame -1 o €34 Fakker bl averat wer

1025 10 1048 becoming €25 10 643 (owing 10 atririon)
Vos. 3 and 860 Squadrons flow Sca Fury S0

(Photos: via G. H. Kamphuis)



gLt

carrier’s complement of twenty-three Sea Furies and
maintained _almost _continuous

efecivein the groun
non. During this period replacement aircraft were

2,320 operational sorties from
the’carriet ,600 fiying hours—
almost all during the Korean winter !

Other Flet Aif Arm Sea Furies ought n the Korean
theatre, No. 802 embarked in H.M.S. 801
nd 804 in Glory, and Nos. 805 and 808 in THATAS
Sydney, and it feil to the forces deployed off the west
coast of Korea to engage enemy aircraft on numerous

occasions.  With the land operations more static
2nd under the closer influence of enemy airfilds, it

The second production Sea Fury 20, VX281, in overall pale

green [mrw" finish, nnu hook but' with Hawker periscopic

Sight e,

Y (Photo dated June 1949.
Ministry of Defence, Neg. No. 19919C)

Insersice Sea Fury T.20, VX297, in Fleet Air Arm training
markings. (Photo: F. K. Mason collection)

ototype Sea Fury i factory pale green (cowlng) and diry grey primer finish. Note the provision of arrester hook,
s ey 20 N XIS, i fuctory pale green Comim) G iy 1545 Minisey of Defence, Neg. No. 16855C)

was inevitable that the Sea Furies could not long
Sscape the atiention of enemy fighters, and soveral
sireraft were lost n air com tm However, the

i, on oocasion, give as good 8 it got, and it
vas Liouienant F. Carmnchacl of No. 802" Squadron
who shot down the first MiG-15 to be destroyed by

7l ctporkies with

jet aircraft at sea, the Fl
ireralt n the Korean war, Shing solely upon the

allowed, the low altitude manoeuvrability of pision

engine fighter-bombers bestows effectiveness in
the round attack 70le that was seldom maiched by
terrain as that in Korea
This thesis continued to be pursued for more than
fifeen vears and was amply demonstated by the use
of Douglas Skyr: in the Vietnam war of the
Sintice—tin' an covironment of Mach 2 fghters and
surf.mc to-air missiles.
t home Sea Furies L‘ons(llulcd the standard naval
ﬁgh ter and fighter-bomber equipment of the Royal
Navy until 1953, and ﬁrsl en! red service with
R.N.V.R. units in November 1951, replacing Seafire
17s on No. 1832 Squadron. These were followed by
deliveries to Nos. 1831, 1833, 1834, 1835 and 1836
Squadrons.

THE TWO-SEATERS
Development of the Sea Fury T. Mk. 20 two-seat
trainer owed its concept to the Persian two-seat
Hurricane 1IC—a venture which provided Hawker
igners with much data and_experience in the
modified handling and " structural
manipulation demanded by the addition of a rear
seat, despite the basic difference in the fusclage
structures of the two aircraft.
1t was carly in 1947 that Iraq requested Hawker
to develop a two-seat version of the Fury to provide
& traincs i preparation for 8 substantial nuber
fighters for which a contract was being negotiated.
A prototype two-seater was duly commenced, but
e sirerat was compleled -hc Admiralty
intervened to purchase it outright—offering o provide
Sl Mght tes data accumuiaied. " This
VX818, was flown at Langley on I5th
5 turing separate tandem canopies;
however during subsequent tests at Boscombe Down




Inpreparaion for the sale o Sea Fry 20 et a1 (,,,,..‘.m
in 1935, o Sea Furies (G-9.49, ex- WES20, and G

W« Jor rial nsilton of s et ot
" (Photo: Hawker Siddeley Aviation Lid., Neg. No. TP42/58)

he fst production Sea Fiey EBIL TE96, was avcinally
completed in 1547, n Janary 1963 Hawker respurchased the
Sherat Jor venaviton and ot The ime of woting was awaiing
il workove for inclusion i the cole Vion of Htorc Haw
roplanes.  (Photo dated Feb. 1063: Hawker Aircraft Li
et Mo rwm
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Sea Fury .11, Royal Auscralian Navy.

A

et o gt
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Sea Fury F.11, Royal Canadian Navy.

Sea Fury M50, Royal Netherinds Navy. )

SexFury M3 e e, Ny,
* e Deche Luffahr Beratungsdians

Sex ury TT41
(conversion of F.8.40),
Pakistan A Force

Burma.

Sex Fury 1,
) Union of Burm Air Force.
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Qne of the Callfonian throtle benders, this Sea Fury 11, N2GOX,

was owned in 1966 by Grant Weaver of San José and flown b
(L
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