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by Ray Wagner

The Martin B-26B & C Marauder

Flak Bedt”, B-260-25 s/n 121774 aF the 44dWih Bon fommarery Sapeveratron, 320md Bombardment Group, Wik Air Force.  This veieran
Afaravnler wan phoi st o ik M e Faltiomal wwiom, amd way My fiexe Aftied & i
recovd,  The first it el arriond st i wf, 1t Nobe the ra
temie F e, g che 3000 palelis coveeing smove e PN itk o Bl ol s e

At the height of the war agninst Nazi Germany, the
most nportant Amercan medium bomber was the
Mnrtin B-26 Marauder. It a reputation @s a
':"!'<!r'|g_' incombeat, but was an unforgiving handiul
for the uiwary pilot

Development had proceeded parallel 1o the North
American B-25 Mitchell Profife MNo. 59) both
types beng designad to o specification for a five-place
bombardment aircralt 1ssued 25th January 1939 by
the Apmy Air -(_'4_1r|_1_-._ Aler the Oeinng ol bids Sih
Juiy 1939, contracts for both tvpes were announcoed
Ith August and fnally 20th September
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The largest award, to the Glenn L. Martin Company
of Baltimore, Marvland., provided 215815000 for
201 B-26 aircraf

Martin Model
Magruder
specihcation

that won this contract
179, was the creation of Pevion M
June 1939, Respending 1o the Army
eimphasising top speed and setting no limit on landing
speed, this engineer utilized a smaill wing, resulting
in a ]'.u,;h wing loading and (Mt linding speed: the
latter handled by the use
A long drag profile was chosen Tor a circular lusclaoe
providing a near-perfect acrodynamic shape
For power plants, the most powerful unis
available were chosen. The two Pratt & Whitney
R-2E00-5 Wasps had Tour-bladed 13 1t 6 in, Curtiss
glectric propellers fo absorb the radial’s 1,850 h.p.

Fhe desigr

of tricycle landing gear

then

at takeodf and 1,500 h.p. at 14,000 (ee

Four 30 calibre guns had been specified for the
i il armament, but this was increased when
"‘-'| irtin developed a power-operated deck gun tarret,

the first such furret to go o Amenican production

Sclf-secaling Fuel tanks and 555 Ibs, of armour were
\|k‘t|ﬁud for a B-26A version added on option 10 the
original contract, and by 30th Sepiember 1940, the
Army decided to include these features on all B-26"
under construction
Although the first B-26 had vet to Ay, the orders
for 139 B-26A's on 16th Sepiember and 791 B-26Bs
on 28th September 1940 brovght the total on order to
1.131 aircralt. MNo prototvpe, as such. was planned
because of the Armv's desire 1o el s new medium
bombers into production
On 25th Movember 1940, chiefl engineer and test
pilor William K. Ebel lifted 40-1361, the first B-26,
an 1S manden ']:ghi lis streambinged form, from the
plexiglass 10 the tail behind  the
§I"'Igli,‘ ":Jl.jl.1|.r CArmed umn hate alte 4 Virthis
‘Mving torpes fo
The original contract specification was for an empty

Cone
snilen as

nose Cone

weight of 19250 Ibs. and gross weight of 26,625 Ibs,
with 8 guaranteed performance ol 323 m.p.h
The Fir s TETILIT
Narvem 'II.' i o e comtrol
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A with dummy forpede s wungr amder fuselage

feen revorded certainty, and 1

spead,
mikes
empty and 27,200 lbs
speed was 313 mpch, at 15,000 feet, service ceilling

26440 feet service oealing and range of 1,800
The actual B-26 aircraft weighed 21,375 Ibs,
2 . gross in design condition. Top

25,000 feet, and range was 1,000 miles atl 265 m.p.h
with 3,000 b, bomb load and 962 gallons of fuel
Maximunm ﬂ*rr} range was 2,200 mules with 1,212
Failons,

Dimensions included a wing span of 65 feet,
607 sq. 1. wing arca, 56 feet length and 19 ft. 10 n,
height. Effects of the high wing loading were shown
it the 2,500 feet takeoll run, 12-5 minutes required to
chimb to 15,000 feet, and 103 m puh. landing speed.

Armament included a -30 calibre Aexible gun in the
nose gperaled by the bombardier, two 50 calibre
guny in the deck turret, another 3 calibre flexible
gunt @t a bottom opening, and another <50 calibre
Mexible gunm n the tail turrel. The taill gunner had
room enough to sit upright, |4|1I|Lr.* the prone position
on ihe earlier B-23 and B-23 {vpes. Ammunition
supphy inchuded 1,200 30 calibre rounds and 1,200
3} u.'a'nl-hu'-‘ rounds, A pair of 2000 th, hombs could
b o '11r|--.1-,::1:~,-.l in the main -m1.1h hay, with up to
4,800 1b. of smaller bombs available i the aft bay
was Lsed

The first 113 hours of testing went well withouot
sericus incident, and in February 1941 the first four
aireraft were accepied, by the Army Air Corps. Al
Langley  Field, Virginia, the 22nd Bombardment
Giroup (Medinm) became the first to use the B-26,
But of 66 Marting accepted by June, only 21 had been
delivered, with 44 -remaining in storage. A series of
farlures of the front wheel strut caused the delay in
ving the B-26 to operational status. The strut

sirengthened bt #t was discovered that the
aocidents 1“.1 been due 10 improper weight distri-
bufion.  The manufacturer had had to deliver the

mircraft without puns, amd had trimmed the new
B-2675 for delivery flights by cirefully loading serviee
fools and spare parls in a prescribed manner. When
he Army v these were removed without
replacement balfast. The resultam forvward moven
aof the ceatre of gravity had multiplied the
causing the accidents

the gins corrected the problem, and
Martin s producthion lines n‘-.]‘i\lft‘ i
contract and delivered the first B-26A,
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PLamnted torpedo-bombirg operalions were
p the Midwaw operafions, four afvcral? |Jf..r mixed foree from the 381k and .
wir ool e P T,

aifempied i the 5 naifp= West Pacific
od Meonh. Grp"s @ ked Japawese
sere lost fo Hak amd Gehicr (Photo: LS AAF.}

41-7345. This model differed from the first mainl
by provasion for an ¢xtra lerry tank in the rear bomb
Iy Thirty had the R-2.800-5 Wasps, but 09
delivered with the R-2.800-39 of identical pDOWET
were known as the B-26A-1, Weight had increased
ta 21,741 Ibs. empty, 28367 lbs. gross, and ferry
range Lo 2,600 ni In with 1,462 gallons

In 1942, many of the mu::uml B-26" wore fitied with
the extra ferry tanks, and the B-26 and B-26A mingled
in service.  These Marting had received the name
“Marauder™ in October 1941 Some ships had
replaced the <30 calibre nose gun with a <50 calibre
weapon., Filty-two B-20A's, senals FK109 1o FK 1o,
were assigned to the Roval Air Force with the name
“Marauder 1. By the time production of the B-26A
wid completed i April 1942, the Marguder had
entered combat,

e - e S
reredd by e B=-2306039 1ha
iPholo: Peier M
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Am sarly Muraweler | of the Roval Afr Force, FIRLPIR: Afty-in

FIRST BLOOD

Fhe ey after the attack on Pearl Harbour, the 22nd
Ciroup, the only Army Air Force unit operational
with the B-26, was ordered from Langley Field to
Muroe, California, 1t remained there on patrol duties
until 3lsi January 1942, The group was then moved
by ship to Hawan, where ferry tanks were fitted and
its 57 B-26's flown to Brighane, Australia by 25th
February 1942, On Sth April 1942, the 22nd Group
flew the Marmuder's first combat mussion of the war;
leaving Tounsville, Australia o refuel a1 Port Moresby
ad bomb Rabaul, For these attacks on Japanesc
shipping and airhelds, each B-26 had a 250-gallon
bomb bay tank and carned four 500 Ib. or twenty
100 1b. bombs 1,300 miles to their largets.

By 24th Mayv the B-26 attacks on Rabaul were
ended, alter over 80 sorires on 16 missions. This
period also saw a senes of rards on Japanese bases

in the Lac area. Flown over the Owen Stanley
mountaing and the New Guinea jungles, these
pnescortad rakds were vigorously opposcd by Jero

fighters, The B-261" specd and ruggedness limited ils
losses 1o three Marauders from the 84 sorties fown
agninst Lae between 24th April and 4th July 1942,
Against the saume targeis in this period, B-25"s lost
i1 planes on 70 sorties

3 an

v B- 284"y were pirchared, mmoad being Ditied fo wemils fn the Middle Fasr

{Photo: Imp. War Mus. CHI 1T44%)

Ihe Marauder became the first Army bomber 1o
use (orpedoes, when a rack was installed under the
keel to hold the torpedo externally. Four aircrafll
thus equipped had been delaved at Hawaii for torpedo-
training, and were used in the Battle of Midway,
On 4th June, 1942, these four, Aown by Captain
Colling and Licutenant Watson of the 385th Group
and Licutenants Mayves and Muri of the 22nd Group
were launched from Mudway., They began 1orpedo
rung at the Japanese carriers at B00 feer altitude,
dropping 1o ten feel under heavy attack from Zeros,
M'wo Marauders were lost, and those of Collins and
Muri returned badly shot up, but no hits were made
on the encmy vessels

Pwenty-four Marauders of the 73rd and
Bombardment (formerly 42nd group) Squadrons had
been sent north to Alaska in May 1942, joining the
28th Group. These plancs carried torpedoes while
searching in the fog for the Japanese carrier that attack-
ed Dutch Harbour. Three or four B-26"s did find the
Ryuve on the day (June 4th) of the Midway hght,
but no hits were scored. The Alaskan Marmuders
had few later opporfunitics to hght.

Further operations in the Southwest Pacific showed
that the B-25 Mitchell's longer range and shorter
takeol runs made it more suitable for Pacific island-
hopping than the B-26.
The 38th Group's Martins
were replaced by B-25%
belore the group went into
action in September 1942,
and during 143, the 22nd
Group also shifted from
Marauders to Milchells,
ending the B-2658" Pacilic
combat.

The Roval Air Force
had its first three B-26A
{Marauder I} forried across
the Atlantic {or 1ests lale in
1941, but most of the 32
Martins went o the Middie

Thh

kpdl, cowlime, moae an

feirrei deiails of fhiz B-2 8, 1l
di-fraud, (Photo: ULS. A AT




Eastin 1942 for service in Egvpt. About August, No., 14
Squadron became the first to receive the Marauder,
which replaced Blenheims. Conversion training was
completed without difficulty, and the first operational
Marauder mission was flown on 28th October 1942,
This was a reconnaissance sortie flown in connection
with the El Alamein battle, immade by FIC 121 *Y-Yoke",

Anti-shipping $weeps were flown, and bombs
dropped on Tunisian nstaliations, and mines sewn
in Tumis harbour. Unhappily, one Marauder was
downed by Spitfires who mistook its identity, on 16th
December. The squadron’s first torpedo reconnais-
sance mission was flown 28th December, 1942, Two
other R.ACFE. squadrons, ™Mos, 326 and 327, also used
the Muarauder I after this period.

NEW STING IN THE TAIL
A pew Lul defonce distinguished the B-26B. the
mosdel used in the greatest quaniity. In place of the
single hand-held gun with 400 rounds of ammunition,
two 50 calibre guns, each supplicd with 1,500 rounds,

Ueommeneimg  production de Adupnst 1943, the B-268-2 was

perwered by Wosp R-2800-41 enpines, increasing the top speed
T FIT amopdy, o T4 5K feet

Tmip. War Mus OFEM 4807)

Surrk - ot decgration sporfed by a B-260-40 gver fiealy.

{Phoio: ||:|'|r|. War Mus. EA 24353

4131819 “Mild end Bitter',
a  B-268-25 of rthe J450ch
Romb.  Sgdwr., 322nd  Bomb
Grp., the fOrst Marawder o
cempiere fX) pperational mis-
wiendis From fhe L'.'rl'n'rf_.ﬁ.i.lr.l;rfuu.l.
The 322nd  Growp  become
r.l,r.'ru'.r.l.|‘r|'.l.l'|-".l||l gl Gireat .1'4'1|'|"|'-|'r.|.? i
May 1942, and monmted the
earfy fow=fevel mirsions \lvich
cilminated in Whe massacre of
I7ch May.
[Phote: Imp. YWauar Muys.
EA 21988)

were installed in a stiepped-

down tail position. Am-

munition was fed from

e coniainers in the aft bomb

bay on a pair of roller

tracks, with the cartridges nding the track upright on
their butt ¢nds.

Other innovations on the B model included a
24 volt electric sysiem, self-sealing fuel lines, and a
rearrangement of various internal equipment, The
propeller spinners were deleted, a rack beneath the
fuselage could be attached 10 handle a 2,000 b,
torpedo, and the new il position increased the
overall length 1o 58 {1, 3 in.

Appearing in May 1942 the B-26B had the R-2800-5
Wasp on 307 aircraft, but block numbers were
introduced on 95 B-26B-2's in August. This model
had the R-Z800-41 yielding 2,000 h.p. lor takeofl and
|60 hp. at 13,500, Top speed was increased from
1 mop.h, on the earlier B-26B specification 1o
AT weph at 14,500 f. Weight was inercased 1o
22,380 lbs, emply, 29,725 Ibs, designs, and 34,000 ibs.
gross; the latter including 3,000 |bs, of bombs and
962 gallons of fuel. Range at that weight was 1,150
miles at 260 m,p.h, and service ceiling was 23,500 feet.

The R-2Z800-43 of similar power, which was used
on all remaining Marauder models, was introduced
on 28 B-26B-3's, This model also had enlarged air
intakes on top of the engine cowling so that sand
filters could be fited when necessary to protect
carburettor intakes during tropical operations, These
intikes were retrofitled (o many earlier airerafi.

The B-26B-4, which appeared about October 1942,
had a lengthened nosewhecl strut 1o increase wing

Fwin S0 calibre

S e
{(Photo: U5 A A F,)

ol pisriy of o B=J610




H260-28"y relirning from g milssion i faly.
Roveasecea Bridpe, or the return fighe the crew liphtened ship fo edse the siraln o e starbunerd engine, feittsontay el morable

el

incidence and 1t at takeoff, plus minor equipment
changes such as a new starter, navigation instruments,
and winterization gear. OF 211 buili. the last 141 had
the light tannel gun replaced by a pair of -3 calibre
wilst guns firing through side hatches on the bottom
of the rear luselage,

Nine pew AAF., medium bomber groups were
activated in 1942 as Marauder units, but it was in
this period that criticism of the type reached its
heights. A series of bad accidents during the training
of new pilots had brought upon the B-26 such names
as “Widow Maker™ and "Flying Prostitute™,

The bad reputation of the Marauder at home
contrasted sharply with its success in combat, and is
io be explained primarily by the kind of pilots
involved, Increases in weight were steadily makimng
the B-265" wing loading, and therefore its stalling
and landing specds, higher and higher. This made a
touchy and demanding aircraft ; and an engine failure
with the wheels down could be catastrophic. The
veteran pilots of the overseas units had the experience
to deal with such an amrcraft, the new pilots at home
did not. Many of the new pilots hadn't flown any
twin-engined amrcraft at all, and when inexperienced
ground crews and overloading of the type was added,
the accident rate was understandable.

Air Foree inspection boards therefore decided to
keep the B-26 in production, and decided to solve
the problems by a new training programme and by
enlarging the aircraft’s wing. The new wing increasing
span from 635 to 71 fect and area from 602 to 658 feet,
would be introduced on the 642nd B-26B and the new
B-26C models. In the meantime, in July and again
in October 1942, the A A.F. considered cancelling
the type, but commendations from combat zone
leaders kept the B-26 going.

THE B-1&6C

The B-26C had been ordered on 28th June 1941
and was built in a new Martin factory at Omaha,
Mebraska, Redesignated B-26C-3-MO, it was the

The port engine af the aircraft in the foregrownd was domeped by German fak o

A this photograph was teier, a belt of S caltbre anvmuaitipn was deopped from the tonael gun position,

(Photo: Imp. War Mus, XA 12735)

first Marauder to appear with the new wing The
first three were accepted in August 1942, and 86
B-26C-5's were accepted by the end of the year.

The wide wing introduced on the production line
of Martin's Baltimore plant afier 641 short-winged
Marauders (B-26B-2.-3,-4) had been built by ihe end of
1942, The first examples appeared in January 1943,
with 150 B-26B-10-MA delivered on the original
B-26B contract.

Except for place of manufacture, the B-26B8-10 and
the 175 B-260C-3"s were identical, Weight had now
increased (o 24,000 Hs empty and 37,000 1bs. gross.
Top speed had declined to 282 m.p.h, and crulsing 1o
214 m.p.h. Delensive armament now totalled fwelve
50 calibre guns with 4,250 rounds, and another
S00 gallon tank could increase capacity to [,962
gallons, takeofl weight 1o 38,200 Ibs. and ferry range
to 2,850 miles.

A new power-operated Martin-Bell tail turret was
introduced in March 1943 on the B-26B-20-MA and
B-26C-10-MO. This turret gave the gunner increased
protection and efficiency by moving him slightly
forward, Protected by an armoured bulkhead, and
thick glass window, he operated the guns electro-
hydraulically.

During 1943, production totalled 1,215 B-26B's
from Baltimore and 1,149 B-26C"s from Omaha.
Eleven Marauder groups were assigned to combart in
European theaires of action

MARAUDERS IN EURCPE
The first Marauder group 1o cross the Atlantc was
the 319th. It moved its short-wing B-298s to Shipd-
ham, England in September 1942, and flew to combat
in Algeria in MNovember., It was soon joined by the
| 7th Group, the pioneer B-25 Mitchell outfit that had
converted to Marauders in the summer of 1942, flew
to Morth Africa, and made its first combat mission
over Tunis on 30th December 1942, The third B-26
group in the Mediterranean area was the 320nh,

{eontinued an page 10)
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which entered combat in April 143, with the 12th
Alr Foree

The first Marawder group to fly combat from
England was the 322nd, which had arrived at Cercat
Saling on 8th March 1943, Afler training in low-Jevel
attack, the group sent twelve B-26'% to attack the
Velsen generating station at ljmuiden, in the Nether-
lands, on I4th May 1941, Flying through heavy flak
at 100 to 300 feet, they laid their 300 [b. bombs, with

Eidih  Bowmds
fargdin in ememy=ogqgpied Froece N
pundly on e faboard spper segmicni

(Phata: Imp, 'War, Mus, EA 24X1H)

NIE o B-2CAS of the 495th Bombs, Sl
Grep. durine a rald on
e ofive drab autlsglare
il duel FAgIRS Covw fing.

Iien dinsleved o the mose of = Bar Y™

nirk Bomb. Grp. Morawder

Leit and facing pagpe:
The 2571k Bamb. Grpls yedlow
mnd bk el MFip O, I
te an ofive drob asd groy
B-ME5) of the 3%k Bosh
Codn.  The aircrali, 45551
it coded K X-D5,

lf'ru los: LS AAFD

30 second delay fuses, on
the tarset without [oss
However, the samedetaved
fuses that were 1o cnable
Dhitch workmen 10 &cae
apparently allowed Germans 1o defuse or remove the
bombs. *

Another mission (o the same targel was schoduled
for 1Tth May, over the objection of Group offcers,
who lelt extreme danger was to be expecied from
alerted German defenoes.  Eleven aircralt  were
Jdispatched, of which one aborted doe (o an clectrical
failure, Heavy flak greeted the low-alutude raid, and
the aircraft of the C.O., Colonel Robert M. Stillman,
wits the first planc to go down. Another Manioder wis
hit and collided with a third, and then a fourth went
down, Two more fell to flak near Haarlem, and then,
on the return Might, enemy Messerschmint Bff 109
attacked, and all the remaining B-26's were destroyed.

As a result of the loss of this entire lorce, the A ALF.
decided 1o change its medium bomber tactics in Europe
from low-altitude to medium altimude attacks, out of
the range of automatic anti-aircrait weapons. After
retraining, combat missions were resumed on [Tth
July 1943, with a scries of attacks on enemy airficlds
and other targets. In October 1943, the Marauders
England were assigned to the Minth Air Force, which
by May 1944 had cight B-26 groups.

These groups, which prepared the way for invasion
of Mormandy, were the 322nd, 323rd, 344th, 3861h,
3RTeh, 39151, 394th and 392th Bombardment Groups,
These comprised the main.overseas force of Marau-
ders, together with the three groups in the Medi-
terrancan. Mention might also be made of the 335th

1450 5:'5?-:;'&‘.'

“fr iv peovable that the 32)md only escaped the wifemtion of
Lufiwalle fipkters on this day berate of a Heece baille betneen
thy amtireeplord aad Xrh AP hewvy bombers srer e Grrmon
Bipls,

See colpar illiiration es p.t of this
(Photo: Tmp. War Mus. FRA 16201T)
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and 336th groups back in the US A, which were
replacement traming units until they were disbanded
in May 1944,

The Roval Air Force received only 19 short-winged
B-26B's (FK382 to FE38(0), which went to North
Africa as the Marauder IA, but 100 B-2605-10"%
(FB418 10 FBS5I7) wenit to the South African Air
Force as the Marauder 11, These formed the initial
ecquipment of Mos, 12, 21, 24, 35 and 3 Squadrons,
until the later Marauder HI's arrived in 1944, As
part of the Deseri Air Force, they supported the
Allied Torces invading Itabv.  Afier the French Air
Force was revived in North Africa, Marauders were
also 1ssued to six French sguadrons

Production of 1,883 B-268"s ended at Baltimore in
February 1944, with the last B-26B-55-MA In
addition, Martin built 208 AT-23A"s for the Air
Force. First appearing in August 1943, the AT-23A
had no armour, guns or turret, but had a C-5 tow
turget windlass installed for it5 gunnery training rdle,

Marauder production ended at Omaha in April
1944 after 1,210 B-25C-5 w B-25C-45-M0O and
375 AT-238 target tow trainers.™ Of the target tow
ships, the US, Navy got 200 in September-October
1243 and 25 in 1944, Known as the IM-1, their bright
arange-vellow finish was familar at Navy stations
around the country, Air Force AT-23B's, however,
retained their natural metal finish and were redesig-
nated THB-26 10 1944,

THE MARAUDER DESCRIBED

A description of the Marauder would begin with
the semi-monocogue aluminium alloy Tusclage fab-
ficated in three sechions.
The structure had four
main longerons, transverse
circular frames, and longi-
tudinal stringers covered

liiviaxeon. siripes and on cla-
feraere shavk-moeth decoraiion
o a B-208-55 wof the J98th
Bomb. Sqafw., 397th  Bomb.

Grp.

{Phaoto |I||||. Woar Mus
FRA 101024)

with a Qush united metal skin, The mid-section with the
bomb-bays was butlt integrally with the wing section
Fhe primary winge stedcture was box vpe, formed
by two tension Aeld-web beams and top and botiom
thick gauge skin reinforced by nut section members to
give 1 torsijonally rigid strocture. Continuous hinges
atlaching the leading edge 1o the primary struciure
facilated maintenance, The retractable tricycle landing
pear was hydravlically actuated, the nose wheel piviet
ing 90 degrees to retract into the nose section, and the
maimn wheels folding back into the engine nacelles

Phe deniificotion sverbal af the 323rd Booek, Grp, was & Sford
Teweter e verticed ra ex thie B-208-53
carries anly i b horders acrois
-, The dark are fhe oirciati
phateerapl, mof 1o | Firar
{Photo: Imp. Yar Mus, EA 26501




Rugged and strong, the B-26 stood up well to
1 lield- combat damage, and wed easy 1o produce in
y with sheet metal ribs, The elevators were g of the B-26's dropped from about
tal, but the rudder was fabric covered. 1941 to 427 mm 1944, but the

K to $142 0000 1w the

The il fins were of box, smooth i skin
cantilever structure consisting of two

SAIME PEric
Equipn © the definiive B-26B/C version
included prowv fup (o seven men and fwelve

TINE AR
hoto: Imp. War Muas. EA 2
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Note the _,":la'ﬁ"::." bhomb-doars of this B-260C-25, YA-V of the 355th Boamb,

Force missions comprised oight SO0 b, or sixiteen 250 WH WSTIRE, I L shori-range fpud way 5,50 ths

-50 calibre guns, The bomb sight was in the nose
cone, with a fexible gun and 270 rounds. A -50
calibre gun with 200 rounds was fixed in the lower
right nose in early blocks, but deleted on later models.

Pilot and co-pilot sat side by side in armoured
seats behind an armoured front bulkhead., Four
fixed guns, with 200 r.p.g. in two individual blisters
on each side of the fuselage behind the pilots gave the
Maraunder a forward strafing capability

Behind the mlots was a compartment for the
navigator and radio operator. In emergencies the
four crewmen in the front fuselage escaped through
the forward boimb bayv, Bomb load could include two
2000 1b. or 1.600 lb. bombs, four 1,000 Ib., eight
500 Ib., sixteen 250 Ib., or thiry 100 Ib. bombs.
Maximum weight, seldom used, comprised of 5,200
Ibs.; two 1,600 lb. and a 2,000 Ib, torpedo on the
external rack.

Fuel supply included two 350-gallon self-sealing
main tanks in the wings, two 121 gallon auxiliary
tanks, and up to four 250 gallon bomb bay ferry
tanks for a total capacity of 1,962 gallons. Provisions
for the two rear bay tanks were deleted from the
B-26B-25 and B-26-30 and later blocks. This also
reduced bomb capacity to six 500 Ib. or twenty
[ Ih., bombs.

The Martin 230CE dorsal power turret was behind
the bomb bay, with two guns and 400 rpg  The
turrel turned 360 degree traverse and 70 degree
elevation. The waist gunner manned a pair of hand-
operated beam pguns, with 240 r.p.g.;: and the tail
gunner's armoured turret mounted two -50 calibre
weapons with 800 rounds for each,

(Photo: Imp. War Mus. EA 27314}

The reader may wish a bref review of the models
subsequent to the B/C types that are the topic of this
Prafile, The lone XB-260) was an early B-26 modified
to test heated surface type de-icing equipment. A
stripped version of the B-26B, with 2,000 Ibs. less
weight, and the upper turret moved forward to the
navigator’s compartment, was planned as the B-26E.
but was never actually built.

One hundred B-26F-1-MA’s began appearing in
February 1944, with the wing's angle of incidence
increased 3-5 degrees. This reduced the takeoff run
and landing speed, and lowered the top speed to

Two B-26C-45: of the Free French Afr Force anic GR §{22,
ie Excadrille, seen heve aver Maly.
(Photo: imp. W

-

ar Mus. NYP 22936)
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used on 200

277 m.p.h.  British equipment wias
B-26F-2 and F-6's.

The last variant was the B-260, which dilfered
mainly in that AN Standard fitings were substirated
for AALF, Hitings, with various equipment changes,
Production amounted to 593 B-260-MA and 57
TB-260, including fAfieen TB-206-15"s in November
1944, and the last 32 TR-260:-25"% going to the 1S

Mavy as the IJM-2 in March 19435 Production
ceased on March 30th, 1944 with the 5.157th
Marauder. although a single B-266-25 (44-28221;

wis modified o try out the bicyele landing  gear
planned for the B-47 and B-45 jet.

British lend-lease contracts supplied 100 B-261-2,
100 B-26F-6. 75 B-26G-11 and 75 B-26G-21 in [944
as the Marauder 11 (HD402 o0 HIXGS1) I'hese
re-equipped Nos. 14 and 39 Squadrons R.ACE ., and the
South African squadrons meniioned previously,

The AAF. record against the European  Axis
powers included 129943 Marauder sorties, and a
bomb tonnage of 169,382 Ibs., with a loss of 211
B-26's lost in combat and 402 enemy aircralt cliimed
destroved.

Peak AALE. inventory during the war had been
1,931 B-26s in March 1944, with 11 groups in action
against Germany. Whether hammering the invasion
coast, Luftwaffe air fields, supply points or ¥-|
launching sites, the Marauders had performed excel-
lent services, with a combat loss rate of less than
one per cent.

i Ray Wagner.
*These ffgures have alse been given as 1,235 awed 330 respeciively,
br the afvove veestor clvector witly the seedal nnmbars.

B-14 te B-16C SERIAL MUMBERS

Ha, Date

L= Type Concrace Approved Serials

A B-16 AC-13242 Wah Sepe. ‘7% 40-1381 1o 40-1581
| B-YbA &C-13243 16eh Sopr. "4 41-T345 ra 41-7365

Len and Below!
Theie stirelies xhow o ool
fute=-moded B-208 of Sk
dir Forve. The diggems! velipn
I flgck steipis or the fall
e o mechine ol he
R8Tk Bontberdrnrent ﬂ.lu&',l*.
and the ¢ode T fdentifies the
S5k .':u."llmln:.rrrrrl

(Photos: UU.S. A A F.)

2 B-2ah-1 AC-13243  160h Sepr. 400 417365 o 91.TIET
1 B-264 AL-13143 16th Sepr. "0 417368
2 B-264-1 AC 133 Thth Sept. 40 417369 o $1-7450
1 B2t AC-13243  16th Sepr, '#0  41-7431
45 BeTiub-1 AC- 13241 fach Sepe "$1  41.-7431 vo 417470
7 B-T84 AC-13243  Tegh Sepr. ‘40 41-T477 (o 41-T481
21 B-2168 AC16137  28eh Sept 40 4177544 po 41-1Th1d
1 E-J483 ACAE1IT  Jeh Sepr. 40 4117615
124 B340 ACAETYT 28k Sepr. 40 4147618 vo #1-1THST
5 - 2aE-1 AC-E1Y7 28eh Sopr. A0 41-TTESE o A1 TH4E
i} B-J6E-3 ACARIT  28eh Sepd 0 A1A74T a6 THTY
11 B-26H.4 ACAGIT 28ch Sept. 40 4317974 1o 41-18184
150 B26B-10  ACAE1IT 26ch Sepr. 40 4915185 to 4196044
100 B-78B15  DAde Bhih June 41 ALII5TE re M-TTETR
10 B-55E-21  DA-d6 Theh e ' AL I16Y) e 41201070
100 B-ZEB-15  DhA-4L Zoth June 41 H-1T7 o 41 11HE
i B-BEB30  Dibedi Yéch June 41 4131893 1o 4101572
100 B-leh-35 A 46 deeh June 4T A1-24977 we 41-T20F2
1% B- i E-40 A - 149 Frh Mar, ‘4l w2-43260 vo 4243357
3 AT-21A DA 04T Trh Mar. 41 #2-21350 vo 4243359
2 B-lsE-40 Dt 1 40 Teh Mar, 42 ¥21-43360 vo 42-43361
o7 AT-21A Dha-104% ik Mar, 42 42-4338T ro 42-43458
1 Be268-40 Cra- 1043 Fth Mar. 41 42-43459
109 AT-21A AC-317313 2%ch Sept. "4  42-95619 to 41.95F17
91 B.rEB-45 AC-TT733 29ch Sept. 41 AZ-R573Y o 4295828,
03  B-IEB-S0 AC-317I3 2%ch Sepr, A1 42.05E29 co 42-94024
0 B-Z6B-35 AC-31TIZ 7%ch Sepr, ‘41 41-9%00% 1o £2-96278
175 B-ZEC-% MCA9I4T  ZBch June 41 4734673 o 41-34647
&l B-2eC0 AC19342  ThBch June 41 41.34848 to 41.-34507
30 B-18C-15  AC-19342  Q8ek Juyne "41  A1-34908 ko A1-34997
SPECIFICATION

Martin B-268/C "'Marauder 1",

{blocks B-10 o B-55. C-5 1o C-45).

Powerplane:  Pratx & Whitnoy R-1800-43, 3,910 h.p.
takeaf and 3,200 feec, 1,400 h.p. at 14,300 feet milicary
power, 1,360 h.p. ar 14,600 feer mamimum centinuous
power. Curciss 13 fc. & in: diameter four-bladed propslier.
Dimensions: Wing Span 71 i, Lengeh 58 fr. 3 in., Height
1 #e. &in., Tread 22 fr,, Wing Area 658 sg, fc.

Weighes: Empty 24,000 lbs. Design 31,900 lbs. MNormal
37000 \bs. (Ferry on early blocks onby— 38,200 Ibs. ]
Performance : (ac 37,000 Ibs. weight). Top speed 170 m.p.h.
aF 3 IE\IEI. 131 m.p.ll. at 15.{"}3 e La.ndiﬂ.g !pl‘_-!d 115
m.p.h. ar 28,000 b, Climb, 1,200 fo. firse minuta, 15,000 fr.
in 13 minutes, Service Ceiling 21,700 ft.  Takeol ower
50 fr. obstacle 3,500 fr, Landing Run 2,900 ft. Range
1,150 miles ax 114 m.p.h. with 3,000 Ik bombs and 961
gallons. Ferry range iz 2,000 miles ag 195 m.p.h. with
1.462 gallons, or (early blotks only) 1,850 miles with
1,962 gallong
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B-18B-55 of the 598th Bombardment Sguadron, 3Tih Bombardment Group,
#th Air Forcep Rivenal, UK., Jume 1544,

Upper wiew of 41-107685
of #is BRI

B-3hC48, 42107685, of che #51st Bombardment Squadron,
KInd Bombardment Growp, #th Air Force, Grear Saling,
LLKE., June 1984

o
B-26C-25 of the 385th Bombardmen: Squadron, 386th Bombardment Groug, Ll o
frh Air Force: Bosted, UK., June 1944,
1855
| i

Emblern af GR 1711 2 & ;

Upper yview of M.

IM-1 Marasder target tug (formerly AT-178) 6674 af LS. Mavy, January 1945



One of the nineteen shart-span #=-268's defivered to the R.AF. as the Marawder 16, FEIT5 0% af Mo, 14 Sqeadron i seen fere
fight over the Western Dexert In 1942, This machine is the suhject af the five-aspect paintimg on the centre pages of this Profile: the
= Demivion Revenee” emblem waz applied o the nose af Feyid, Epvpt by Richard Ward, ilfusiratar af many Acrcrafl Profiies, deriae

hix wartime service with the Desert Air Force, (Photo: Imp, War Mus. CM 5001
173 B-a6C-20  AC-19342 2dch June "4 4134998 to 41-35172 4 B-16C-30 AC-19342 28ch June "41 4135548 vo 41-35551
198 B26C-15  AC-19342  28ch June 41 41-35073 1o 41-35370 1 AT-23IR% AC-17342 Weir June 41 4133552

] AT-218 AC-19342 28eh June "H 41-353M1 Bl BE.26C-30  AC-19342 ch Juna ‘41 41-3535] 1o 4135560
] B-25C-2% AC19E42 28ch June 41 41-35371 11 AT-238% ACA9342  arh June "4 41-35861 to 41-35872
| AT-238* AC-19340 28ch Junez "41 41-35373 26 AT-23B AC-1ETIE Weh July '43  42-107471 o 43-T0T456
142  B.2RC-30  AC-1%341  28ch June "41 41-15374 ro 4133515 314 B-26C~45  AC-JO7IE  20gh July ‘43 47107497 o 411076830
] AT-ZIB*  AC<19341  8th June 41  41-35516 2 AT-218 AC-JETIR . 20k daby "23 429073 o 41-107855
n B-26C-30  AC-19342 28ch June "4 41.35517 o 41-35538 * To f-1

1 AT.23B*  AC-19341  28ch Juna "41  41.35509 t 169 to M-1

1 B-24C-10 AC-19341 18eh Juna ‘41 A1-3554D Navy serral numbers far =1 were A6575-64794, (200 a/c}

7 AT IR MC19341 Zheh June '# 41-35541 po 41-35547 f T51a3-75207, [25 nic)

UMITED STATES %th AIR FORCE UNITS EQUIPPED WITH B-24 AIRCRAFT

99th Bambardment Wing

Group Mumber Squadrons Base and Month Operational Tail Motif
{Codas)
iInd B.G, T 449ch (PN}, 450ch (DR}, J May 1943 ac Greac S-rlllng. UK. d __-.L-lgul';{ talaured roddear
4515t (ER), 452nd (S5). |

I44th B.G. i 4%4ch (K9), 495ch (N3}, March 1944 at Stanseead, LUK, White Triangieo.
486¢h (¥5), 497th {71). 1

3B&th B.G. 552nd (AR}, 553rd (RG), July 1943 at Baxted, GK- Yellow horizonzal strips.
554ch (RUY, 555ch (TA).

91st B.G. 572nd (P2}, 573rd (08), 15th Feb. 1944 at Matching, U.K Yollow Triangle.
&74ch (T8}, 575th (4L},

#8ch Bombardment Wing

123rd B.G. 453rd (VT), 454ch (WT), July 1943 at Earles Caolne, UK. 1 Whice horirantal scripa.
455ch (R}, 456eh (YU). |

387th B.G. T ss6th (TQ), 557¢h (K5, Auguit 1943 st Ongar, UK. Yellow/black diagonal stripa
558ch (FW), 559th (KX,

354ch B.G, I Spach (H9), S85ch (K5, March 1944 2t Boreham, UK. |  Whiea diaganal seripe;
586th (4T), 598th (5W).

3%7ch B.G. s6ch (U2), 597¢th (X2), April 1944 at Rivenal, UK, Yellow dizgonnl stripe.
598th (68), 599tk (9F). p
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